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(54) AUTHENTICATION OF A POWER SUPPLY TO A MICROCONTROLLER

(57) A microcontroller comprising a first integrated
circuit configured to receive power from a power supply
comprising a second integrated circuit via at least one
power input terminal and wherein at least one commu-
nication terminal provides for communication between
the microcontroller and the power supply, wherein the
microcontroller is configured to provide for encrypted
communication between the power supply and the mi-

crocontroller based on a pre-shared encryption key, the
encrypted communication configured to provide for au-
thentication of the identity of the power supply and, if the
power supply passes the authentication, the microcon-
troller is configured to operate in a normal mode and re-
ceive said power from the power supply, and if the power
supply fails authentication, the microcontroller is config-
ured to enter a tamper mode.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to microcontrol-
ler and a system comprising a power supply and the mi-
crocontroller, the microcontroller configured to provide
for authentication of the power supply. It also relates to
an associated method.

Background

[0002] It is important that microcontrollers, such as a
system on a chip (SoC) device, is secure against mali-
cious attack.

Summary

[0003] According to a first aspect of the present disclo-
sure there is provided a microcontroller comprising a first
integrated circuit configured to receive power from a pow-
er supply comprising a second integrated circuit via at
least one power input terminal and wherein at least one
communication terminal provides for communication be-
tween the microcontroller and the power supply, wherein
the microcontroller is configured to provide for encrypted
communication between the power supply and the mi-
crocontroller based on a pre-shared encryption key, the
encrypted communication configured to provide for au-
thentication of the identity of the power supply and, if the
power supply passes the authentication, the microcon-
troller is configured to operate in a normal mode and re-
ceive said power from the power supply, and if the power
supply fails authentication, the microcontroller is config-
ured to enter a tamper mode.
[0004] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller is configured to request a change to the power
provided by the power supply using said encrypted com-
munication and said authentication of the power supply
is based on a determination by the microcontroller that
the requested change in power has been received over
the power supply line.
[0005] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller is configured to make a plurality of said requests
at time-spaced intervals during operation in the normal
mode.
[0006] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller is configured to make said request independent of
the microcontroller requiring a change in the power sup-
plied by the power supply for its operation.
[0007] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller is configured to provide a challenge message to
said power supply and receive a response message from
the power supply and wherein the validity of the response
message to the challenge message provides for said au-
thentication of the power supply.
[0008] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller is configured to send said challenge message at

a time of start-up of said microcontroller.
[0009] In one or more embodiments, in said normal
mode, communication between the microcontroller and
the power supply uses said encrypted communication.
[0010] In one or more embodiments,

said normal mode comprises the microcontroller op-
erating with a first level of functionality; and
said tamper mode comprises the microcontroller op-
erating with a reduced level of functionality com-
pared to said first level.

[0011] In one or more embodiments, in the tamper
mode the microcontroller is disabled to prevent its oper-
ation at least until said power supply is authenticated.
[0012] In one or more embodiments, said microcon-
troller comprises a system on a chip, SoC.
[0013] According to a second aspect of the present
disclosure there is provided a system comprising the mi-
crocontroller and power supply of the first aspect.
[0014] In one or more embodiments, the system com-
prises an automotive apparatus, the microcontroller con-
figured to provide functionality for said automotive appa-
ratus.
[0015] According to a third aspect of the present dis-
closure there is provided a method of authentication be-
tween a microcontroller comprising a first integrated cir-
cuit and a power supply comprising a second integrated
circuit, the power supply configured to provide power to
said microcontroller by at least one power supply line and
wherein at least one communication line provides for
communication between the power supply and the mi-
crocontroller, the method comprising:

providing for, using said communication line, en-
crypted communication between the power supply
and the microcontroller based on a pre-shared en-
cryption key, the encrypted communication config-
ured to provide for authentication of the identity of
the power supply and,
if the power supply passes authenticated, operating
the microcontroller in a normal mode and receiving,
by the microcontroller of said power from the power
supply, and
if the power supply fails authentication, causing the
microcontroller to enter a tamper mode.

[0016] In one or more embodiments, the authentication
comprises:

requesting a change to the power provided by the
power supply using said encrypted communication;
and
authenticating the power supply based on a deter-
mination by the microcontroller that the requested
change in power has been received over the power
supply line.
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[0017] In one or more embodiments, said method com-
prises repeating said requesting and authenticating at
time-spaced intervals during operation in the normal
mode.
[0018] In one or more embodiments, said request is
made independent of the microcontroller requiring a
change in the power supplied by the power supply for its
operation.
[0019] In one or more embodiments, the authentication
comprises:

providing a challenge message to said power supply;
and
receiving a response message from the power sup-
ply and wherein the validity of the response message
to the challenge message provides for said authen-
tication of the power supply.

[0020] It will be appreciated that the functionality of the
optional features of the first aspect apply equally to the
third aspect.
[0021] While the disclosure is amenable to various
modifications and alternative forms, specifics thereof
have been shown by way of example in the drawings and
will be described in detail. It should be understood, how-
ever, that other embodiments, beyond the particular em-
bodiments described, are possible as well. All modifica-
tions, equivalents, and alternative embodiments falling
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims are
covered as well.
[0022] The above discussion is not intended to repre-
sent every example embodiment or every implementa-
tion within the scope of the current or future Claim sets.
The figures and Detailed Description that follow also ex-
emplify various example embodiments. Various example
embodiments may be more completely understood in
consideration of the following Detailed Description in con-
nection with the accompanying Drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0023] One or more embodiments will now be de-
scribed by way of example only with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows an example embodiment of a system
including an example system on a chip microcontrol-
ler and a power supply;
Figure 2 shows an example state diagram;
Figure 3 shows an example automotive device; and
Figure 4 shows an example method.

Detailed Description

[0024] A possible attack scenario for a microcontroller,
such as a system on a chip, SoC, is to tamper with the
supply voltages provided to the microcontroller to trigger
misbehaviour of the device, which may lead to full or par-

tial access to the microcontroller and possibly other de-
vices controlled by the microcontroller. In one or more
examples, in order to implement such an attack, the pow-
er supply may be exchanged with a malicious power sup-
ply which is under full control of the attacker. In one or
more examples, rather than replace the power supply, a
malicious power supply may be used to connect to the
supply terminals of the microcontroller while the micro-
controller is communicating with the genuine power sup-
ply.
[0025] Example figure 1 shows a system 100 compris-
ing a microcontroller 101 comprising a first integrated
circuit and a power supply 102 comprising a second in-
tegrated circuit. The microcontroller in this example com-
prises a system on a chip, such as a i.MX8, although it
will be appreciated that any microcontroller may be used.
The power supply may comprise a power management
integrated circuit or PMIC configured to provide regulated
power to the microcontroller in response to requests.
[0026] The power supply 102 is configured to provide
power to said microcontroller 101 by at least one power
supply line and in this example three power supply lines
are provided comprising a first, second and third power
supply lines 103, 104, 105. The system 100 includes at
least one communication line 106 which provides for
communication between the power supply 102 and the
microcontroller 101. In one or more examples, there may
be more than one communication line. In one or more
examples, the microcontroller may use one or more of
the power supply lines to provide the function of the com-
munication line. In such an example, appropriate filtering
to separate the supplied power from the communication
signalling may be required, as will be familiar to those
skilled in the art.
[0027] The power supply 102 may comprise a power
regulator circuit 107, 108, 109 for each power supply line.
In this example, the power regulator circuits are config-
ured to provide a different regulated voltage over each
line. For example, the first voltage regulator circuit is con-
figured to provide 1.8 V, the second voltage regulator
circuit is configured to provide 2.7 V, and the third 3.3 V.
It will be appreciated that other voltages may be provided.
The voltage regulator circuits may be under the control
of a controller 110 configured to set the voltages output
by the regulator circuits 107-109. The controller 110 may
be configured to receive signalling from the microcontrol-
ler over an encrypted communication path provided by
encryption/decryption module 111 and a corresponding
encryption/decryption module 113 of the microcontroller
101. The encryption/decryption module 111 may have
access to a pre-shared key stored in a secure memory
112 for use in establishing secure communication be-
tween the power supply 102 and the microcontroller 101.
The pre-shared key may be programmed into hardware
at the time of manufacture, established and stored during
commissioning or established and stored during a set-
up procedure or obtained in use or any other way.
[0028] The microcontroller 101 or, in particular, the en-
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cryption/decryption module 113 may have access to a
pre-shared key stored in a secure memory 114 for use
in establishing secure communication between the pow-
er supply and the microcontroller. The pre-shared key
may be programmed into hardware at the time of man-
ufacture, established and stored during commissioning
or established and stored during a set-up procedure or
obtained in use or any other way. The pre-shared en-
cryption key may be of symmetric or asymmetric type.
The encryption/decryption module 113 may be config-
ured to communicate with a comprise a first, second and
third power supply terminal to receive the power supplied
over the power supply lines 103, 104, 105. The processor
115 may be configured to receive a measure of the power
received over one or more of the power supply lines 103,
104, 105. Accordingly, the microcontroller 101 may in-
clude a voltage or power sensor 116, 117, 118 coupled
to the respective first through third power supply termi-
nals for determining the voltage or power supplied by the
power supply 102. The power supply information from
said sensor(s) may be provided to the processor 115.
[0029] In one or more examples, the microcontroller
101, using said communication line 106, is configured to
provide for encrypted communication between the power
supply 102 and the microcontroller 101 based on the pre-
shared encryption key stored in the respective memories
112, 114. The encrypted communication may be config-
ured to provide for authentication of the power supply
102. If the power supply passes authenticated, the mi-
crocontroller 101 may be configured to operate in a nor-
mal mode and receive or continue to receive said power
from the power supply 102. If the power supply fails au-
thentication, the microcontroller 101 may be configured
to enter a tamper mode in which its operation is restricted.
The communication between the microcontroller 101 and
the power supply 102 may be based on the i2C commu-
nication scheme.
[0030] Thus, in one or more examples, the power sup-
ply or PMIC 102 is securely coupled to the microcontroller
101 to prevent hackers from easily getting access to the
power supply 102 of the microcontroller or replacing the
power supply by a malicious power supply to perform
attacks. An attack may comprise attempting to gain ac-
cess to the microcontroller by over/under supply of pow-
er, introducing power glitches, as may be familiar to those
skilled in the art.
[0031] The encrypted communication between the mi-
crocontroller 101 and the power supply may be used in
one or more ways. For example, the encrypted commu-
nication may be used to:

1. Authentication of the power supply 102 at start-
up to confirm that the microcontroller 101 is commu-
nicating with the power supply 102 it is pre-config-
ured to be communicating with, wherein said pre-
configuring may be performed at the time of manu-
facture or at a different time;
2. Provide for the transmission of encrypted control

signalling between the microcontroller 101 and the
power supply 102; and
3. Periodic (at regular or irregular time intervals)
checks of the functionality of the power supply to
ensure consistency and that the power supply ter-
minals of the microcontroller 101 are receiving the
power provided by the power supply 102 (and not
that provided by an external power supply, for ex-
ample).

[0032] Turning first to the periodic checks, to ensure
that the microcontroller 101 is not only communicating
with the intended power supply 102 but also that the pow-
er it receives is delivered from the same power supply
102, the microcontroller may be configured to repeatedly
check the behaviour of the power supply 102. The checks
may be performed at regular time intervals, random
times, according to a predetermined schedule or at any
time during a predetermined time period in which behav-
iour checking can be performed, such as a downtime
predetermined time period or during a designated self-
test predetermined time period. In one or more examples,
the predetermined time period in which behaviour check-
ing can be performed may comprise a period during nor-
mal operation, such as when the microcontroller is not
under maximum load.
[0033] The microcontroller 101 may be configured to
request a change to the power provided by the power
supply 102 over any one or more of the power supply
lines 103, 104, 105. The making of the request for the
change to the supply power may be implemented using
any known protocol. The request is communicated using
said encrypted communication and said authentication
of the power supply 102 is based on a determination by
the microcontroller 101, such as by the processor 115
thereof, that the requested change in power, sensed by
the sensors 116, 117, 118, has been received over the
power supply lines 103, 104, 105. The microcontroller
101 may be configured to make a plurality of said re-
quests at time-spaced intervals during operation in the
normal mode to continually monitor the response of the
power supply 102. It will be appreciated that the micro-
controller 101 may make requests for changes in the
power supplied thereto by the power supply for opera-
tional reasons to perform its function and not for reasons
of security and authentication, such as by dynamic volt-
age scaling (DVS). However, in one or more examples,
the requests for changes in the power supplied for use
in authenticating the power supply may be made inde-
pendent of the microcontroller 101 requiring a change in
the power supplied by the power supply 102 for its oper-
ation.
[0034] The requests could be implemented by, for ex-
ample, requesting a slightly higher or slightly lower volt-
age over one or more of the power supply lines 103, 104,
105. The slightly higher or slightly lower voltage may com-
prise a voltage that is within operating tolerances to en-
sure that the functionality provided by the microcontroller
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is not negatively influenced by said changed voltage of
the power supply 102.
[0035] In one or more examples, the microcontroller
101 may be configured to authenticate the power supply
102 at start-up. The microcontroller 101 may be config-
ured to, as part of a start-up routine performed when the
microcontroller 101 receives power after a period of not
receiving power, send encrypted communication to the
power supply 102 and receive encrypted communication
from the power supply and, based on the content of the
communication, provide for authentication of the power
supply.
[0036] As part of said encrypted communication at
start-up, the microcontroller 101 may be configured to
provide one or more challenge messages to said power
supply 102 and receive one or more response messages
from the power supply 102 in return and wherein the va-
lidity of the response message to the challenge message
provides for said authentication of the power supply 102.
[0037] Whether or not authentication of the power sup-
ply 102 to the microcontroller 101 is performed at start-
up, the apparatus may be configured to encrypt commu-
nication between the microcontroller 101 and power sup-
ply 102 using the pre-shared encryption key.
[0038] In one or more examples, the microcontroller
101 and the power supply 102 may be programmed with
sequence counters, and the encryption of the communi-
cation between the microcontroller 101 and the power
supply 102 may use said sequence counters to deter-
mine whether a received message follows said sequence
counters and is not a repetition of a previous message.
The use of sequence counters may be used to prevent
replay attacks.
[0039] Example figure 2 shows a state diagram 200
that may represent the actions and modes of the micro-
controller 101. The system 100 or microcontroller 101
may start in an initialization state 201, which may be the
state at start-up of the microcontroller 101. The micro-
controller 101 attempts to authenticate the power supply
102 at 202. If the power supply 102 passes authentication
the system 100 or microcontroller 101 may enter a normal
operation mode 203. If the power supply fails the authen-
tication then the microcontroller 101 may enter a tamper
mode 204. In the normal mode 203, the communication
between the microcontroller 101 and the power supply
102 may be encrypted using the pre-shared encryption
key. The repeated re-authentication of the power supply
102 is shown at 205. If the power supply passes, the
microcontroller 101 may return to the normal mode 203.
If the power supply fails the authentication, the microcon-
troller 101 may enter the tamper mode 204.
[0040] The normal mode of operation 203 may com-
prises the microcontroller 101 operating with a first level
of functionality, such as all functionality. The tamper
mode of operation may comprise the microcontroller 101
operating in a safe state or may comprise the microcon-
troller 101 shutting down or the suspension of operation
of the microcontroller 101 until a reset command is re-

ceived. However, in general, the tamper mode may com-
prise the microcontroller 101 operating with a reduced
level of functionality compared to said first level, wherein
the reduced level may comprise disabling of the micro-
controller 101 at least until said power supply 102 is au-
thenticated or the system is reset, such as by user input
or any other way. After a reset, the system may again
attempt to authenticate the power supply.
[0041] Example figure 3 shows the system 100 com-
prising part of an automotive apparatus 300 wherein the
microcontroller 101 is configured to provide functionality
for said automotive apparatus. The automotive appara-
tus 300 may comprise a vehicle or a radar system for a
vehicle. The microcontroller 101 may be configured to
provide functionality for the vehicle or the radar system.
It may be important to ensure the security of an automo-
tive apparatus 300 and therefore the system 100 has
particular application in automotive apparatuses 300. It
will be appreciated that the system 100 also has appli-
cation outside the field of automotive apparatuses and
this example is not intended to limit its application.
[0042] Figure 4 discloses an example method of au-
thenticating a power supply. The method comprises pro-
viding for 400, using said communication line, encrypted
communication between the power supply and the mi-
crocontroller based on a pre-shared encryption key, the
encrypted communication configured to provide for au-
thentication of the identity of the power supply and,

if the power supply passes authenticated 401, oper-
ating the microcontroller in a normal mode and re-
ceiving, by the microcontroller of said power from
the power supply, and
if the power supply fails authentication 402, causing
the microcontroller to enter a tamper mode.

[0043] Step 400 may comprise:

requesting a change to the power provided by the
power supply using said encrypted communication;
and
authenticating the power supply based on a deter-
mination by the microcontroller that the requested
change in power has been received over the power
supply line.

[0044] Step 400 may comprise alternatively or in ad-
dition:

providing a challenge message to said power supply;
and
receiving a response message from the power sup-
ply and wherein the validity of the response message
to the challenge message provides for said authen-
tication of the power supply.

[0045] The instructions and/or flowchart steps in the
above figures can be executed in any order, unless a
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specific order is explicitly stated. Also, those skilled in
the art will recognize that while one example set of in-
structions/method has been discussed, the material in
this specification can be combined in a variety of ways
to yield other examples as well, and are to be understood
within a context provided by this detailed description.
[0046] In some example embodiments the set of in-
structions/method steps described above are implement-
ed as functional and software instructions embodied as
a set of executable instructions which are effected on a
computer or machine which is programmed with and con-
trolled by said executable instructions. Such instructions
are loaded for execution on a processor (such as one or
more CPUs). The term processor includes microproces-
sors, microcontrollers, processor modules or subsys-
tems (including one or more microprocessors or micro-
controllers), or other control or computing devices. A
processor can refer to a single component or to plural
components.
[0047] In other examples, the set of instructions/meth-
ods illustrated herein and data and instructions associ-
ated therewith are stored in respective storage devices,
which are implemented as one or more non-transient ma-
chine or computer-readable or computer-usable storage
media or mediums. Such computer-readable or compu-
ter usable storage medium or media is (are) considered
to be part of an article (or article of manufacture). An
article or article of manufacture can refer to any manu-
factured single component or multiple components. The
non-transient machine or computer usable media or me-
diums as defined herein excludes signals, but such me-
dia or mediums may be capable of receiving and process-
ing information from signals and/or other transient medi-
ums.
[0048] Example embodiments of the material dis-
cussed in this specification can be implemented in whole
or in part through network, computer, or data based de-
vices and/or services. These may include cloud, internet,
intranet, mobile, desktop, processor, look-up table, mi-
crocontroller, consumer equipment, infrastructure, or
other enabling devices and services. As may be used
herein and in the claims, the following non-exclusive def-
initions are provided.
[0049] In one example, one or more instructions or
steps discussed herein are automated. The terms auto-
mated or automatically (and like variations thereof) mean
controlled operation of an apparatus, system, and/or
process using computers and/or mechanical/electrical
devices without the necessity of human intervention, ob-
servation, effort and/or decision.
[0050] It will be appreciated that any components said
to be coupled may be coupled or connected either directly
or indirectly. In the case of indirect coupling, additional
components may be located between the two compo-
nents that are said to be coupled.
[0051] In this specification, example embodiments
have been presented in terms of a selected set of details.
However, a person of ordinary skill in the art would un-

derstand that many other example embodiments may be
practiced which include a different selected set of these
details. It is intended that the following claims cover all
possible example embodiments.

Claims

1. A microcontroller comprising a first integrated circuit
configured to receive power from a power supply
comprising a second integrated circuit via at least
one power input terminal and wherein at least one
communication terminal provides for communication
between the microcontroller and the power supply,
wherein the microcontroller is configured to provide
for encrypted communication between the power
supply and the microcontroller based on a pre-
shared encryption key, the encrypted communica-
tion configured to provide for authentication of the
identity of the power supply and, if the power supply
passes the authentication, the microcontroller is con-
figured to operate in a normal mode and receive said
power from the power supply, and if the power supply
fails authentication, the microcontroller is configured
to enter a tamper mode.

2. The microcontroller of claim 1, wherein said micro-
controller is configured to request a change to the
power provided by the power supply using said en-
crypted communication and said authentication of
the power supply is based on a determination by the
microcontroller that the requested change in power
has been received over the power supply line.

3. The microcontroller of claim 2, wherein said micro-
controller is configured to make a plurality of said
requests at time-spaced intervals during operation
in the normal mode.

4. The microcontroller of claim 2 or claim 3, wherein
said microcontroller is configured to make said re-
quest independent of the microcontroller requiring a
change in the power supplied by the power supply
for its operation.

5. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
said microcontroller is configured to provide a chal-
lenge message to said power supply and receive a
response message from the power supply and
wherein the validity of the response message to the
challenge message provides for said authentication
of the power supply.

6. The microcontroller of claim 5, wherein said micro-
controller is configured to send said challenge mes-
sage at a time of start-up of said microcontroller.

7. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
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in said normal mode, communication between the
microcontroller and the power supply uses said en-
crypted communication.

8. The microcontroller of any preceding claim wherein:

said normal mode comprises the microcontroller
operating with a first level of functionality; and
said tamper mode comprises the microcontroller
operating with a reduced level of functionality
compared to said first level.

9. The microcontroller of any preceding claim wherein
in the tamper mode the microcontroller is disabled
to prevent its operation at least until said power sup-
ply is authenticated.

10. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
said microcontroller comprises a system on a chip,
SoC.

11. A system comprising the microcontroller and power
supply of any preceding claim.

12. A system according to claim 11, wherein the system
comprises an automotive apparatus, the microcon-
troller configured to provide functionality for said au-
tomotive apparatus.

13. A method of authentication between a microcontrol-
ler comprising a first integrated circuit and a power
supply comprising a second integrated circuit, the
power supply configured to provide power to said
microcontroller by at least one power supply line and
wherein at least one communication line provides
for communication between the power supply and
the microcontroller, the method comprising:

providing for, using said communication line, en-
crypted communication between the power sup-
ply and the microcontroller based on a pre-
shared encryption key, the encrypted commu-
nication configured to provide for authentication
of the identity of the power supply and,
if the power supply passes authenticated, oper-
ating the microcontroller in a normal mode and
receiving, by the microcontroller of said power
from the power supply, and
if the power supply fails authentication, causing
the microcontroller to enter a tamper mode.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the authentication
comprises:

requesting a change to the power provided by
the power supply using said encrypted commu-
nication; and
authenticating the power supply based on a de-

termination by the microcontroller that the re-
quested change in power has been received
over the power supply line.

15. The method of claim 13 or claim 14, wherein the
authentication comprises:

providing a challenge message to said power
supply; and
receiving a response message from the power
supply and wherein the validity of the response
message to the challenge message provides for
said authentication of the power supply.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A microcontroller comprising a first integrated circuit
configured to receive power from a power supply
comprising a second integrated circuit via at least
one power input terminal and wherein at least one
communication terminal provides for communication
between the microcontroller and the power supply,
wherein the microcontroller is configured to provide
for encrypted communication between the power
supply and the microcontroller based on a pre-
shared encryption key, the encrypted communica-
tion configured to provide for authentication of the
identity of the power supply and, if the power supply
passes the authentication, the microcontroller is con-
figured to operate in a normal mode and receive said
power from the power supply, and if the power supply
fails authentication, the microcontroller is configured
to enter a tamper mode, wherein said microcontroller
is configured to request a change to the power pro-
vided by the power supply using said encrypted com-
munication and said authentication of the power sup-
ply is based on a determination by the microcontrol-
ler that the requested change in power has been
received over the power supply line.

2. The microcontroller of claim 1, wherein said micro-
controller is configured to make a plurality of said
requests at time-spaced intervals during operation
in the normal mode.

3. The microcontroller of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein
said microcontroller is configured to make said re-
quest independent of the microcontroller requiring a
change in the power supplied by the power supply
for its operation.

4. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
said microcontroller is configured to provide a chal-
lenge message to said power supply and receive a
response message from the power supply and
wherein the validity of the response message to the
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challenge message provides for said authentication
of the power supply.

5. The microcontroller of claim 4, wherein said micro-
controller is configured to send said challenge mes-
sage at a time of start-up of said microcontroller.

6. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
in said normal mode, communication between the
microcontroller and the power supply uses said en-
crypted communication.

7. The microcontroller of any preceding claim wherein:

said normal mode comprises the microcontroller
operating with a first level of functionality; and
said tamper mode comprises the microcontroller
operating with a reduced level of functionality
compared to said first level.

8. The microcontroller of any preceding claim wherein
in the tamper mode the microcontroller is disabled
to prevent its operation at least until said power sup-
ply is authenticated.

9. The microcontroller of any preceding claim, wherein
said microcontroller comprises a system on a chip,
SoC.

10. A system comprising the microcontroller and power
supply of any preceding claim.

11. A system according to claim 10, wherein the system
comprises an automotive apparatus, the microcon-
troller configured to provide functionality for said au-
tomotive apparatus.

12. A method of authentication between a microcontrol-
ler comprising a first integrated circuit and a power
supply comprising a second integrated circuit, the
power supply configured to provide power to said
microcontroller by at least one power supply line and
wherein at least one communication line provides
for communication between the power supply and
the microcontroller, the method comprising:

providing for, using said communication line, en-
crypted communication between the power sup-
ply and the microcontroller based on a pre-
shared encryption key, the encrypted commu-
nication configured to provide for authentication
of the identity of the power supply and,
if the power supply passes authenticated, oper-
ating the microcontroller in a normal mode and
receiving, by the microcontroller of said power
from the power supply, and

if the power supply fails authentication, causing the

microcontroller to enter a tamper mode, wherein the
authentication comprises:

requesting a change to the power provided by
the power supply using said encrypted commu-
nication; and
authenticating the power supply based on a de-
termination by the microcontroller that the re-
quested change in power has been received
over the power supply line.

13. The method of claim 13 or claim 14, wherein the
authentication comprises:

providing a challenge message to said power
supply; and
receiving a response message from the power
supply and wherein the validity of the response
message to the challenge message provides for
said authentication of the power supply.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the method com-
prises making a plurality of said requests at time-
spaced intervals during operation in the normal
mode.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein said making of the
requests is independent of the microcontroller re-
quiring a change in the power supplied by the power
supply for its operation.
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