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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to a system for determin-
ing information related to one or more sleep phenotyping
parameters in an enhanced and automated manner.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Various methods and techniques are known for
determining information related to information that char-
acterizes the anatomical form and/or function of subjects
with respect to their sleep. Particularly, such information
may be implemented to characterize the respiration of
subjects while sleeping. This information may be repre-
sented as parameters that represent a sleep phenotype
of the subjects. However, conventional methods and
techniques for determining such parameters tend to be
labor intensive on the part of a caregiver/information re-
corder, as adjustments to one or more apparatuses used
to control the environment of a subject and/or record in-
formation related to the parameter(s) to be determined
must be coordinated properly to ensure accuracy. Fur-
ther, methods and techniques typically used often do not
enable determination of a parameter until all of the rele-
vant information has been completely gathered. Other
drawbacks associated with these techniques and meth-
ods are also known. WO 2004/032719 A2 discloses a
method and apparatus for maintaining and monitoring
sleep quality during therapy. US 2007/0208269 A1 dis-
closes a mask assembly system and method for deter-
mining the occurrence of respiratory events using a fron-
tal electrode array. US 2006/0102179 A1 discloses a sys-
tem and method for diagnosis and treatment of a breath-
ing pattern of a patient.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The invention is defined in the claims. One as-
pect of the disclosure relates to a system configured to
enable determination of one or more sleep phenotyping
parameters of a subject. In one aspect, the system com-
prises a sleep sensor, a stimulus generator, and a proc-
essor. The sleep sensor is configured to generate one
or more output signals that convey information related to
the one or more physiological functions that indicate the
sleep stage of the subject. The stimulus generator is con-
figured to selectively provide a stimulus to the subject,
wherein a response of the subject to the stimulus enables
information related to the one or more sleep phenotyping
parameters to be determined. The processor receives
the one or more output signals generated by the sleep
sensor and is in operative communication with the stim-
ulus generator. The processor is also configured (i) to
determine, based on the one or more output signals re-
ceived from the sleep sensor, whether a trigger condition
related to the current sleep stage of the subject is satis-

fied, and (ii) to control the stimulus generator to provide
the stimulus to the subject if the trigger condition is sat-
isfied.
[0004] Another aspect of the disclosure relates to a
system configured to enable determination of one or
more sleep phenotyping parameters of a subject. In one
aspect, the system comprises a sleep sensor, a param-
eter sensor, and a processor. The sleep sensor is con-
figured to generate one or more output signals that con-
vey information related to one or more physiological func-
tions that indicate a sleep stage of the subject. The pa-
rameter sensor is configured to generate one or more
output signals that convey information related to one or
more physiological functions related to one or more sleep
phenotyping parameters of the subject. The processor
is in operative communication with each of the sleep sen-
sor and the parameter sensor such that the processor
receives the output signals generated by the sleep sen-
sor and the parameter sensor. The processor is config-
ured to determine, based on the one or more output sig-
nals received from the sleep sensor, whether a trigger
condition related to the current sleep stage of the subject
is satisfied, and to determine information related to the
one or more sleep phenotyping parameters of the subject
based on the one or more output signals generated by
the parameter sensor if the trigger condition is satisfied.
[0005] Another aspect of the disclosure relates to a
system configured to determine information related to
sleep phenotyping parameters of a subject. In one as-
pect, the system comprises a sleep sensor, a parameter
sensor, and a processor. The sleep sensor is configured
to generate one or more output signals that convey in-
formation related to one or more physiological functions
that indicate a sleep stage of the subject. The parameter
sensor is configured to generate one or more output sig-
nals that convey information related to one or more phys-
iological functions related to two or more sleep pheno-
typing parameters of the subject. The processor is in op-
erative communication with each of the sleep sensor and
the parameter sensor such that the processor receives
the output signals generated by the sleep sensor and the
parameter sensor. The processor is configured to deter-
mine, based on the one or more output signals received
from the sleep sensor, whether one or more trigger con-
ditions related to the current sleep stage of the subject
are satisfied, wherein individual ones of the one or more
trigger conditions correspond to one or more of the two
or more sleep phenotyping parameters, and to determine
information related to the two or more sleep phenotyping
parameters of the subject, wherein the processor is con-
figured to determine information related to a given one
of the two or more sleep phenotyping parameters based
on the one or more output signals generated by the pa-
rameter sensor if the trigger condition that corresponds
to the given sleep phenotyping parameter is satisfied,
and wherein the two or more sleep phenotyping param-
eters comprises one or more of a critical pharyngeal clos-
ing pressure, upper airway vibration, upper airway mus-
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cle responsiveness, arousal threshold, or loop gain.
[0006] These and other objects, features, and charac-
teristics of the present invention, as well as the functions
of the related elements of structure and the combination
of parts and economies of manufacture, will become
more apparent upon consideration of the following de-
scription and the appended claims with reference to the
accompanying drawings, all of which form a part of this
specification, wherein like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts in the various figures. It is to be ex-
pressly understood, however, that the drawings are for
the purpose of illustration and description only and are
not intended as a definition of the limits of the invention.
As used in the specification and in the claims, the singular
form of "a", "an", and "the" include plural referents unless
the context clearly dictates otherwise.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIG. 1 illustrates a system configured to determine
information related to sleep phenotyping parameters
of a subject, in accordance with one embodiment of
the invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates a plot used to determine a critical
pharyngeal closing pressure of a patient, in accord-
ance with one embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 3 illustrates the placement of sensor units on a
subject, according to one embodiment of the inven-
tion;
FIG. 4 illustrates a method of determining informa-
tion related to a phenotyping parameter of a patient,
according to one embodiment of the invention; and
FIG. 5 is a chart illustrating an example of phenotype
clusters and potential therapies for 3 parameters in
3 dimensions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EM-
BODIMENTS

[0008] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a system 10
configured to determine information related to sleep phe-
notyping parameters of a subject 12. As used herein,
sleep phenotyping parameters comprise metrics that
quantify aspects of the physiology and/or physiological
performance of the subject 12 that characterize a sleep
phenotype of the subject. The sleep phenotype of the
subject 12 describes the predisposition of the subject 12
(e.g., due to physiological characteristics of subject 12)
to one or more sleep disorders (e.g., obstructive sleep
apnea, Cheyne-Stokes breathing, restless legs syn-
drome, etc.). Examples of sleep phenotyping parameters
include critical pharyngeal closing pressure, upper air-
way vibration characteristics, upper airway muscle re-
sponsiveness, arousal threshold, and ventilatory control
feedback loop gain. However, it should be appreciated
that this list is not intended to be limiting, and in some

instances, the system 10 may be configured to determine
information related to phenotyping parameters other than
those listed here. The present invention also contem-
plates that a sleep phenotyping parameter can include
any combination of the parameters noted above. As can
be seen in FIG. 1, in one embodiment, system 10 includes
a sleep sensor 14, a parameter sensor 16, a stimulus
generator 18, a processor 20, and a storage module 22.
[0009] Sleep sensor 14 is configured to monitor one or
more physiological functions of subject 12 that indicate
a sleep stage of subject 12. More particularly, sleep sen-
sor 14 includes one or more sensor units 24 that generate
one or more output signals conveying information related
to the one or more physiological functions. For example,
sleep sensor 14 may include an electroencephalographic
sensor unit, an electromyography sensor unit, an electro-
oculographic sensor unit, and/or an oxygen saturation
sensor unit. Such sensor units are known in the art to
produce data from which the sleep stage of subject 12
may be determined. Further, sleep sensor 14 may in-
clude other, less traditional, sensor units, such as a res-
piratory sensor unit, an actimetry sensor unit, an arterial
tonometry sensor unit, and/or other sensor units that gen-
erate output signals that convey information related to
one or more physiological functions that vary in a pre-
dictable manner with the sleep stage of subject 12.
[0010] A respiratory sensor unit would include a sensor
unit that generates output signals that convey information
about the respiration of the subject 12 (e.g., breath rate,
respiration volume, constituent concentration levels, res-
piration flow, pressure at or near the upper airway of sub-
ject 12, etc.). Such sensor units include a pressure sensor
unit, a flow sensor unit, and/or other sensor units. An
actimetry sensor unit would include a sensor unit that
generates output signals that convey information related
to the position and/or movement of subject 12. For in-
stance, an actimetry sensor unit may include a position
sensor unit, a vibration sensor unit, a sound sensor unit,
an accelerometer sensor unit, and/or other sensor units.
[0011] Parameter sensor 16 is configured to monitor
one or more physiological functions of subject 12 related
to the one or more sleep phenotyping parameters of sub-
ject 12. To monitor the one or more physical functions of
subject 12 related to the one or more sleep phenotyping
parameters of subject 12, parameter sensor 16 includes
one or more sensor units 26 that generate output signals
conveying information related to the one or more physi-
ological functions. For example, parameter sensor 16
may include a respiratory sensor unit (e.g., monitoring
function(s) related to airflow, monitoring function(s) re-
lated to respiratory effort, etc.), a cardiovascular sensor
unit, a vibration sensor unit, an actimetry sensor unit, an
electromyography sensor unit, an oxygen saturation sen-
sor unit, a carbon dioxide sensor unit, an electroencepha-
lographic sensor unit, an electro-oculographic sensor
unit, and/or other sensor units that monitor one or more
physiological functions that are related to a sleep phe-
notyping parameter of subject 12.
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[0012] Stimulus generator 18 is configured to selec-
tively provide a stimulus to subject 12. The stimulus pro-
vided to subject 12 is such that a response of subject 12
to the stimulus enables the gathering of information re-
lated to one or more sleep phenotyping parameters. For
example, as will be discussed further below, a stimulus
is provided by stimulus generator 18 to subject 12 in order
to determine information related to the critical pharyngeal
closing pressure, upper airway muscle responsiveness,
arousal threshold, and loop gain. In some instances,
stimulus generator 18 is configured to provide aid to sub-
ject 12, and the provision of the stimulus to subject 12
includes halting, reducing, and/or altering the aid being
provided to subject 12. As an example of this, in one
embodiment, stimulus generator 18 comprises a device
that provides a flow of pressurized gas to the airway of
subject 12 to support the airway during sleep (e.g., a
Positive Airway Pressure device ("PAP device")). Provi-
sion of the stimulus to subject 12 by such a stimulus gen-
erator 18, in some cases (e.g., those described below),
includes reducing the pressure of the flow of gas to levels
at which subject 12 is susceptible to respiratory challeng-
es (e.g., apneas, airway obstructions, etc.). Although
stimulus generator 18 is referred to in the application in
the singular, as used herein the term "stimulus generator"
should be construed to include a single device providing
a single stimulus, a single device capable of selectively
providing a plurality of different stimuli to subject 12, a
plurality of devices that selectively provide a single stim-
ulus to subject 12, and/or a plurality of devices configured
to selectively provide a plurality of different stimuli to sub-
ject 12.
[0013] It should be appreciated from the description of
sleep sensor 14, parameter sensor 16, and stimulus gen-
erator 18 above, that although these components are
illustrated in FIG. 1 as single, discrete components, this
is for illustrative purposes only. For example, in one em-
bodiment, sleep sensor 14 and parameter sensor 16 in-
clude one or more common sensor units, as the physio-
logical functions relevant to determining a sleep stage of
subject 12 may also be relevant to determining informa-
tion related to one or more sleep phenotyping parame-
ters. In one embodiment, stimulus generator 18 includes
one or more sensor units that monitor the provision of
the stimulus to subject 12 (e.g., a flow sensor unit and/or
a pressure sensor unit included in a PAP device), and at
least one of the one or more sensor units that monitor
the provision of the stimulus to subject 12 also functions
as a sensor unit 24 and/or 26 in one or both of sleep
sensor 14 and parameter sensor 16. The co-implemen-
tation of components (e.g., sensor units) within sleep
sensor 14, parameter 16, and/or stimulus generator 18
may include a physical integration of all or part of sensors
14 and 16 and/or stimulus generator 18. In other config-
urations, sensors 14 and 16 and stimulus generator 18
are maintained discretely from each other.
[0014] Storage module 22 provides electronic storage
capabilities for system 10. Storage module 22 includes

one or more electronically readable storage media that
are operatively coupled with one or more of sleep sensor
14, parameter sensor 16, stimulus generator 18, and/or
processor 20. This operative couple is illustrated in FIG.
1. The electronically readable storage media of storage
module 22 may include one or both of system storage
that is provided integrally (i.e., substantially non-remov-
able) with system 10 and removable storage that is re-
movably connectable to system 10 via, for example, a
port (e.g., a USB port, a firewire port, etc.) or a drive (e.g.,
a disk drive, etc.). Storage module 22 may include opti-
cally readable storage media (e.g., optical disks, etc.),
magnetically readable storage media (e.g., magnetic
tape, magnetic hard drive, floppy drive, etc.), solid-state
storage media (e.g., flash drive, etc.), and/or other elec-
tronically readable storage media. In one embodiment,
storage module 22 may include a smart card with write-
able memory that receives information from and provides
information to system 10 wirelessly. Storage module 22
may store software algorithms, information related to the
output signals generated by one or both of sensors 14
and 16, information determined by processor 20, and/or
other information that enables processor 20 to function
properly. Storage module 22 may be a separate compo-
nent within system 10, or storage module 22 may be pro-
vided integrally with one or more of sensors 14 and 16,
stimulus generator 18, or processor 20.
[0015] In one embodiment, system 10 further includes
a user interface 28. User interface 28 provides an inter-
face between system 10 and one or more users (e.g., a
caregiver, a researcher, subject 12, etc.) through which
users may provide information to and receive information
from system 10. This enables data, results, and/or in-
structions and any other communicable items, collective-
ly referred to as "information", to be communicated be-
tween the user(s) and one or more of sleep sensors 14,
parameters sensors 16, stimulus generator 18, proces-
sor 20 and/or storage module 22. This information may
be communicated from user interface 28 to system 10
by an operative communication link illustrated in FIG. 1
by an arrow. Examples of conventional interface devices
suitable for inclusion in user interface 28 include a key-
pad, buttons, switches, a keyboard, knobs, levers, a dis-
play screen, a touch screen, speakers, a microphone, an
indicator light, and a printer. User interface 28 may be a
separate component within system 10, or user interface
28 may be provided integrally with one or more of sensors
14 and 16, stimulus generator 18, processor 20, or stor-
age module 22.
[0016] It is to be understood that other communication
techniques, either hardwired or wireless, are also con-
templated by the present invention as user interface 28.
For example, the present invention contemplates that us-
er interface 28 may be integrated with a removable stor-
age interface provided by storage module 22. In this ex-
ample, information may be loaded into system 10 from
removable storage (e.g., a smart card, a flash drive, a
removable disk, etc.) that enables the user(s) to custom-
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ize the implementation of system 10. Other exemplary
input devices and techniques adapted for use with the
pressure support system 10 as user interface 28 include,
but are not limited to, an RS-232 port, RF link, an IR link,
modem (telephone, cable or other). In short, any tech-
nique for providing information to system 10 is contem-
plated by the present invention as user interface 28.
[0017] Processor 20 is configured to provide informa-
tion processing capabilities in system 10. As such, proc-
essor 20 may include one or more of a digital processor,
an analog processor, a digital circuit designed to process
information, an analog circuit designed to process infor-
mation, a state machine, and/or other mechanisms for
electronically processing information. Although proces-
sor 20 is shown in FIG. 1 as a single entity, this is for
illustrative purposes only. In some implementations,
processor 20 may include a plurality of processing units.
These processing units may be physically located within
the same device, or processor 20 may represent
processing functionality of a plurality of devices operating
in coordination. In instances in which a plurality of devices
are implemented, operative communications links may
be formed between the devices to enable communication
and coordination therebetween. For example, in some
embodiments, processor 20 may include one or more
processors external to the other components of system
10 (e.g., a host computer), one or more processors that
are included integrally in one or more of the components
of system 10 (e.g., one or more processors included in-
tegrally with one or more of sensors 14 and 16, stimulus
generator 18, storage module 22, etc.), or both. Proces-
sors external to other components within system 10 may,
in some cases, provide redundant processing to the proc-
essors that are integrated with components in system
10, and/or the external processor(s) may provide addi-
tional processing to determine additional information re-
lated to the operation of system 10 and/or the determi-
nation of sleep phenotyping parameters of subject 12.
[0018] As is shown in FIG. 1, in one embodiment, proc-
essor 20 includes a sleep module 30, a trigger module
32, a stimulus module 34, an event module 36, a param-
eter module 38, and a phenotype module 40. Modules
30, 32, 34, 36, 38, and 40 may be implemented in soft-
ware; hardware; firmware; some combination of soft-
ware, hardware, and/or firmware; and/or otherwise im-
plemented. It should be appreciated that although mod-
ules 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, and 40 are illustrated in FIG. 1
as being co-located within a single processing unit, in
implementations in which processor 20 includes multiple
processing units, modules 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, and/or 40
may be located remotely from the other modules and
operative communication between modules 30, 32, 34,
36, 38, and/or 40 may be achieved via one or more com-
munication links. Such communication links may be wire-
less or hard wired.
[0019] Sleep module 30 is configured to determine in-
formation related to a current sleep stage of subject 12
based on the one or more output signals generated by

sleep sensor 14. In one embodiment, determining infor-
mation related to the current sleep stage includes deter-
mining the sleep stage directly from the output signals.
In one embodiment, determining information related to
the current sleep stage includes first determining a phys-
iological function of subject 12 from the output signals,
and then determining information related to the current
sleep stage (e.g., determining the sleep stage) based on
the determined physiological function. In this embodi-
ment, the determined physiological function may further
be implemented in the control of system 10 and/or the
analysis of the sleep phenotype of subject 12.
[0020] As is discussed further below, in determining
information related to sleep phenotyping parameters of
subject 12, the subject is observed (e.g., by sensor units
26 of parameter sensor 16) while he/she is sleeping. In
the case of some sleep phenotyping parameters, rele-
vant information is determined from observation of sub-
ject 12 in predetermined stages of sleep and/or during
transitions between predetermined stages of sleep. Ac-
cordingly, trigger module 32 is configured to determine,
based on the one or more output signals generated by
sleep sensor 14, whether a trigger condition related to
the current sleep stage of subject 12 is satisfied. In one
embodiment, determining whether a trigger condition is
satisfied includes comparing the information determined
by sleep module 30 with the trigger condition. Trigger
conditions are set such that they are satisfied when sub-
ject’s 12 sleep stage is such that observation of one or
more of her physiological functions will enable determi-
nation of at least one phenotyping parameter, or related
information.
[0021] For example, in one embodiment, a given trig-
ger condition comprises a requisite sleep stage such that
the given trigger condition is satisfied if the current sleep
stage of subject 12 (e.g., as determined by sleep module
30) is the requisite sleep stage. In one embodiment, the
given trigger condition further requires that the current
sleep stage of subject 12 remain at the requisite sleep
stage for a predetermined amount of time before the trig-
ger condition is satisfied.
[0022] As another example, in one embodiment, a giv-
en trigger condition comprises a threshold measurement
of at least one of the physiological functions monitored
by sleep sensor 14 such that if the physiological func-
tion(s) crosses the threshold measurement, the trigger
condition is satisfied. With this type of trigger condition,
trigger module 32 may implement information related to
the physiological function(s) determined by sleep module
30 (as discussed above), or trigger module 32 may simply
compare the output signals generated by sleep module
30 with a signal threshold. Similar to the previous exam-
ple, in some instances, the given trigger condition may
further require that the physiological function(s) remain
across the threshold measurement for a predetermined
amount of time before the trigger condition is satisfied.
[0023] Stimulus module 34 is configured to control
stimulus generator 18 to selectively provide stimulation
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to subject 12 such that a response of the subject to the
stimulation will enable the determination of information
related to one or more sleep phenotyping parameters.
The control of stimulus module 34 over stimulus gener-
ator 18 is based on the satisfaction of one or more trigger
conditions. In one exemplary embodiment, information
related to a given sleep phenotyping parameter may be
determined from a response of subject 12 to a corre-
sponding response when subject 12 is experiencing sta-
ble Non-Rapid Eye Movement sleep ("NREM" sleep) (se-
lected merely for illustrative purposes). Accordingly,
stimulus module 34 is configured such that if trigger mod-
ule 32 determines that the current sleep stage of subject
12 satisfies a trigger condition associated with stable
NREM sleep, stimulus generator 18 is controlled to initi-
ate provision of the stimulation to subject 12. In some
instances, the provision of the stimulation to subject 12
is continued according to a predetermined algorithm re-
gardless of the reaction of subject 12 to the stimulation.
In other instances, the provision of the stimulation may
be altered based on the response of subject 12 (e.g., as
discussed below with respect to event module 36), or the
stimulation may be halted or paused altogether (e.g.,
based on a determination by trigger module 32 that the
trigger condition associated with stable NREM sleep is
no longer satisfied). Further description of examples of
the control of stimulus module 34 over stimulus generator
18 to enable determination of some non-limiting specific
examples of sleep phenotyping parameters are provided
below.
[0024] In order to determine information related to
some phenotyping parameters, subject 12 must be ob-
served before, during, or after a certain type of physio-
logical event. This may include observation of the subject
prior to the event, at the beginning of the event, while the
event is ongoing, at the end of the event, and/or subse-
quent to the event. By way of non-limiting example, the
event may include a respiratory event (e.g., an inhalation,
an exhalation, a flow limited breath, an apnea, a hypop-
nea, upper airway instability, snoring, an airway block-
age, etc.). Such examples are discussed further below
with respect to specific sleep phenotyping parameters.
Event module 26 is configured to identify events based
on the output signals generated by parameter sensors
16. This includes the identification of transition into, out
of, and/or within the events.
[0025] Parameter module 38 is configured to deter-
mine information related to one or more sleep phenotyp-
ing parameters based on the output signals generated
by parameter sensor 16. In one embodiment, the deter-
mined information includes information related to the one
or more physiological functions of subject 12 monitored
by sleep sensor 14 and/or parameter sensor 16. By way
of non-limiting example, the one or more sleep pheno-
typing parameters may include one or more of a critical
pharyngeal closing pressure ("critical pressure"), upper
airway vibration, upper airway muscle responsiveness,
arousal threshold, loop gain, and/or other sleep pheno-

typing parameters. As should be appreciated from the
discussion of some sleep phenotyping parameters that
may be determined by parameter module 38 that follows,
in one embodiment, parameter module 38 determines
this information in real-time or near real-time. However,
this is not intended to be limiting, as parameter module
38 may determine one or more of the sleep phenotyping
parameters based on previously stored information. Fur-
ther, in one embodiment, a given parameter is deter-
mined in real-time or near real-time, and then is refined
at some later time based on additional information.
[0026] In one embodiment, parameter module 38 is
configured to determine information related to the critical
pressure of subject 12. The critical pressure is the pres-
sure at which the upper airway of subject 12 collapses
and an obstructive apnea develops. This includes pro-
viding a pressurized flow of breathable gas to the upper
airway of subject 12 (e.g., via stimulus generator 18 as
described above) to support the airway until subject 12
enters an appropriate stage of sleep (e.g., stage 2 sleep).
The determination that subject 12 has entered the ap-
propriate stage of sleep is made by sleep module 30
and/or trigger module 32(e.g., as a trigger condition).
Once subject 12 has entered the appropriate stage of
sleep a respiratory stimulus, or "challenge," is provided
to subject 12 by stimulus generator 18 (as controlled by
stimulus module 34). The stimulus includes reducing the
pressure of the airway to a first reduced pressure. The
response of subject 12 to the stimulus is then monitored
by parameter sensor 16 (e.g., the response is reflected
in the output signals generated by parameter sensor 16).
For example, information related to the flow of inhala-
tion(s) and/or exhalation(s) of subject 12 while the stim-
ulus is being provided is reflected in the output signals
generated by parameter sensor 16. The information re-
lated to the flow of inhalation(s) and/or exhalation(s) of
subject 12 may include flow rate, volume, and/or other
information related to the flow of gas through the airway
of subject 12. The stimulus is then terminated (e.g., the
pressure of the airway is returned to the pressure prior
to the provision of the stimulus). This process is repeated
at a plurality of different levels of stimuli (e.g., different
reduced pressures are applied as stimuli), and based on
the response of subject 12 to the stimuli, the critical pres-
sure is determined.
[0027] If trigger module 32 determines at any point dur-
ing this process that the stability of subject 12 has fallen
below a predetermined threshold (e.g., comes out of the
appropriate sleep stage, etc.) a trigger condition may be
satisfied that ceases or pauses the provision of stimuli
to subject 12. If such a trigger condition is satisfied, trigger
module 32 again monitors the sleep of subject 12 until a
trigger condition is satisfied that indicates that the sleep
of subject 12 is stable enough to permit the provision of
stimuli to be resumed.
[0028] As has been indicated above, in one embodi-
ment, the stimulus includes reducing the pressure of the
airway of subject 12. In this embodiment, the critical pres-
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sure is determined by plotting the information related to
the flow of subject 12’s breathing against the reduced
pressure provided to subject 12 as a stimulus, and then
determining (e.g., via a linear regression) the pressure
at which the flow of subject 12’s breathing goes to zero.
For example, FIG. 2 illustrates such a plot.
[0029] Returning to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, param-
eter module 38 determines information related to the vi-
bration of the upper airway of subject 12. In such an em-
bodiment, sensor devices 26 of parameter sensor 16 in-
cludes a plurality of vibration sensors on subject 12 to
monitor the vibration of the upper airway. For example,
FIG. 3 illustrates the placement of 4 sensor devices 42a-
42d on the neck of subject 12. Based on the signals gen-
erated by sensor devices 42a-42d, information related
to the source of airway obstructions may be determined.
In order to ensure that information determined based on
the output signals of sensor devices 42a-42d reflects the
vibration of subject 12’s neck during sleep, the output
signals generated by sensor devices 42a-42d may be
discarded if a trigger condition related to some predeter-
mined level of stable sleep is not determined by trigger
module 32 to be satisfied. Alternatively, information de-
termined based on the output signals of sensor devices
42a-42d when the trigger condition is not satisfied may
be marked or flagged as so that it will not be implemented
in determining information related to the airway anatomy
of subject 12.
[0030] Returning to FIG. 1, in one embodiment, param-
eter module 38 determines information related to upper
airway muscle responsiveness of subject 12. In order to
determine such information, stimulation is provided to
subject 12 while subject 12 is asleep. As was the case
with each of critical pressure and airway vibration, the
determination as to whether subject 12 is sleeping with
an appropriate stability is made by trigger module 32 and
the provision of stimuli to subject 12 is initiated and
paused and/or ceased based on this determination. The
stimulation is provided by stimulus generator 18 (as con-
trolled by stimulus module 34) and includes reducing the
pressure of the upper airway of subject 12 so that subject
12 experiences flow limited breathing. In one embodi-
ment, parameter module 38 then determines information
related to upper airway muscle responsiveness based
on the number of breaths and/or amount of time that it
takes for the breathing of subject 12 to return to normal.
This determination is based on output signal(s) of one or
more sensor devices 26 of parameter sensor 16 that con-
vey information related to the flow of gas through the
upper airway of subject 12. It should be appreciated that
this is not intended to be limiting. For example, in one
embodiment, parameter sensor 16 includes an intraoral
or sublingual EMG electrode, and information related to
upper airway responsiveness is determined based on
output signals from such an electrode.
[0031] In one embodiment, parameter module 38 de-
termines information related to the arousal threshold of
subject 12. The arousal threshold corresponds to the

maximal respiratory effort developed in response to a
respiratory event at which subject 12 becomes aroused.
In order to determine information related to this param-
eter, a stimulus is provided to subject 12 while the subject
is asleep. The determination that subject 12 has attained
sleep of an appropriate stability may be made by trigger
module 32, for example, in the manner discussed above
with respect to the determination of critical pressure
and/or airway vibration. Once the subject’s sleep reaches
an appropriate level, a stimulus is provided to subject 12
by stimulus generator 18 to wake the subject. The stim-
ulus may include one or more of decreasing the pressure
of the airway of subject 12, increasing the carbon dioxide
inhaled by the subject (e.g., by re-breathing), and/or de-
creasing the oxyhemoglobin saturation of the subject.
Such stimulus is provided to subject 12 in an incremental
manner until arousal takes place. In one embodiment,
parameter sensor 16 includes a sensor unit that monitors
the effort expended by subject 12 at arousal directly (e.g.,
an effort belt worn by the subject that monitors muscle
contraction). In another embodiment, information related
to the arousal threshold of subject 12 is determined based
on the magnitude of the stimulus (e.g., the decrease in
pressure at the airway, the increase in carbon dioxide
inhalation, the decrease in oxyhemoglobin saturation,
etc.) required to wake the subject from stable sleep. The
determination as whether subject 12 has been wakened
is made by trigger module 32.
[0032] In one embodiment, parameter module 38 de-
termines information related to ventilatory control feed-
back loop gain of subject 12. In the human anatomy, gas
exchange between blood and atmosphere occurs in the
lungs. However, respiration is controlled based on levels
of these gases (e.g., oxygen, carbon dioxide, etc.)
present in the blood when it reaches the brain. Therefore,
there is a lag between an increase or decrease in the
levels of these gases in the blood as it leaves the lungs
and the detection of the change at the brain. Respiration
increases with an increasing level of carbon dioxide and
the rate of this increase in respiration rises with a lack of
oxygenation. Further, a response to a lack of oxygenation
(e.g., or a surplus of carbon dioxide) in the blood (e.g.,
taking in more oxygen) is inhibited by flow limited breath-
ing. The loop gain of subject 12 is related to the amount
of time it takes for the subject to be able to correct a
fluctuation in the oxygenation level (e.g., or the carbon
dioxide level) of the blood. This correction time is a func-
tion of both circulation (e.g., the amount of time it takes
for the blood to reach the brain from the lungs) and breath-
ing effort (e.g., as impacted by the change in respiration
for a given stimulus to subject 12 and sleep induced res-
piratory events such as flow limited breathing).
[0033] In one embodiment, in order to determine infor-
mation related to loop gain of subject 12, stimulus is pro-
vided to the subject while the subject is asleep. The sta-
bility of the sleep of subject 12 is determined by trigger
module 32, as described above, and if the subject wakes
up during the provision of the stimulus to the subject,
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then the provision is paused or ceased until the stability
of the sleep of the subject again becomes sufficient. The
stimulus is applied by stimulus generator 18 and includes
decreasing the level of carbon dioxide in the gas present
at the airway of subject 12. This may be accomplished,
for example, by increasing the pressure and/or the flow
rate of the flow of gas provided to the airway of subject
12, increasing minute ventilation, which will decrease the
carbon dioxide inhaled by the subject as a result of wash-
ing out carbon dioxide from the airway.
[0034] At some point, as the carbon dioxide inhaled by
subject 12 decreases, the breathing of the subject will
begin to crescendo-decrescendo to regulate the level of
oxygen/carbon dioxide in the blood. This crescendo-de-
crescendo of breathing can be detected based on the
output signals generated by parameter sensor 16 (e.g.,
conveying information related to the flow of gas at the
upper airway). Information related to the decrease in car-
bon dioxide inhaled by subject 12 (e.g., information re-
lated to the increase in pressure) that causes the cre-
scendo-decrescendo of breathing can be implemented
to characterize the loop gain of subject 12. It should be
appreciated that this technique is not intended to be lim-
iting, and that other techniques, such as pseudo random
binary sequence, pressure reduction across multiple
breaths, and/or proportional assist ventilation, may be
implemented by parameter module 38 to characterize
ventilatory control feedback loop gain.
[0035] In one embodiment, parameter module 38 ob-
tains information related to one or more sleep phenotyp-
ing parameters from a user of system 10. The user may
include subject 12, a care-provider, a researcher, etc.
The user provides the information to parameter module
38 by inputting the information to system via user inter-
face 28. For example, the user may provide information
related to patient-reported symptoms or responses to
predetermined questions (e.g., the Epworth Sleepiness
Scale, the Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index, etc.).
[0036] Phenotyping module 40 is configured to deter-
mine a sleep phenotype of subject 12 based on the one
or more sleep phenotyping parameters determined by
parameter module 38. Determining the phenotype of sub-
ject 12 may include determining a metric that represents
the sleep phenotype of the subject. The sleep phenotype
of subject 12 may be indicative of one or more sleep
related breathing disorders from which the subject suf-
fers. In one embodiment, phenotyping module 40 deter-
mines the sleep phenotype in real-time or near real-time.
As noted above, the sleep phenotyping parameters in-
clude, but are not limited to a critical pharyngeal closing
pressure, upper airway vibration, upper airway muscle
responsiveness, arousal threshold, or loop gain.
[0037] Phenotyping module 40 may leverage the de-
termined sleep phenotype to prescribe treatment for sub-
ject 12 likely to be successful in treating the one or more
sleep related breathing disorders suffered by the subject.
In embodiments in which phenotyping module 40 deter-
mines the sleep phenotype of subject 12 in real-time or

near real-time, system 10 may apply the prescribed treat-
ment instantaneous (or substantially so) with the deter-
mination of the sleep phenotype. This may enable the
responsiveness of subject 12 to the prescribed treatment
to be monitored during the same period of sleep as the
testing conducted to determine the one or more sleep
phenotyping parameters.
[0038] In one embodiment, the information related to
sleep phenotyping parameters determined by parameter
module 38 includes numeric scores for individual sleep
phenotyping parameters. These scores are then imple-
mented by sleep phenotyping module 40 to determine
the metric. For example, the scores may be aggregated
(e.g., by averaging, by weighted averaging, etc.) to de-
termine a single score that represents the sleep pheno-
type of patient 12.
[0039] As another example, the scores determined by
parameter module 38 are used to determine a vector 70
in an n-dimensional space 72, where n represents that
number of sleep phenotyping parameters for which pa-
rameter module 38 has determined a score, and the in-
dividual scores are the coordinates of the vector. In this
embodiment, an example of which is illustrated in FIG.
5, the n-dimensional space may be divided into regions
A, B, C, and D. The regions may be predetermined to
correspond with clusters of sleep phenotypes that re-
spond positively to the same types of treatment. Pheno-
typing module 40 then prescribes the course of treatment
for the sleep related breathing disorder(s) suffered by
subject 12 that corresponds to the region in which the
vector associated with subject 12 resides. In the example
shown in FIG. 5, space 72 includes phenotype clusters
and potential therapies for the following parameters,
Pcrit, Loop Gain, and Arousal Threshold. Each potential
therapy is indicated with a shaded ellipse. In this exam-
ple, the patient exhibits a phenotype based on Pcrit, Loop
Gain, and Arousal Threshold measurements, suggesting
that a neuro pharmaceutical treatment would be optical
for him/her. It can thus be appreciated that the type of
therapy believed to be optimal for a given patient will
depend on the phenotyping
[0040] FIG. 4 illustrates a method 44 of determining a
sleep phenotyping parameter of a subject. It should be
appreciated that although various operations of method
44 are disclosed hereafter as being performed and/or
executed by components of system 10 (illustrated in FIG.
1 and described above), this is for illustrative purposes
only. In other embodiments, method 44 can be imple-
mented by a variety of systems and in a variety of con-
texts.
[0041] Method 44 includes an operation 46, at which
one or more output signals are generated that convey
information related to one or more physiological functions
of the subject. The one or more physiological functions
indicate a sleep stage of the subject. In one embodiment,
operation 46 is performed by a sleep sensor similar to
sleep sensor 14 (illustrated in FIG. 1 and described
above).
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[0042] At an operation 48, a current sleep stage of the
subject is determined based on the output signals gen-
erated at operation 46. In one embodiment, operation 48
is performed by a sleep module within a processor similar
to sleep module 30 within processor 20 (illustrated in FIG.
1 and described above).
[0043] At an operation 50, a determination is made as
to whether a trigger condition has been satisfied. Satis-
faction of the trigger condition indicates that the stability
of the subject’s sleep is suitable for testing to determine
information related to the sleep phenotyping parameter.
The determination at operation 50 may be based on one
or both of the output signals generated at operation 46
and the current sleep stage of the subject determined at
operation 48. In one embodiment, operation 50 is per-
formed by a trigger module within a processor similar to
trigger module 32 within processor 20 (illustrated in FIG.
1 and described above).
[0044] If the trigger condition is determined at opera-
tion 46 not to be satisfied, then method 44 returns back
to operation 46 and does not continue in determining the
sleep phenotyping parameter. If the trigger condition is
determined at operation 50 to be satisfied, then method
44 proceeds to an operation 52. It should be appreciated
from the discussion of the functionality of trigger module
32 above, that in one embodiment, operation 50 is not a
"one-time" determination, but instead includes a contin-
uous or frequent monitoring of the sleep of the subject
to ensure that the trigger condition continues to be sat-
isfied throughout method 44 as information that enables
the determination of the sleep phenotyping parameter is
gathered.
[0045] At operation 52 one or more output signals are
generated that convey information related to one or more
physiological functions related to the sleep phenotyping
parameter. In one embodiment, operation 52 is per-
formed by a parameter sensor similar to parameter sen-
sor 16 (illustrated in FIG. 1 and described above). It
should be appreciated that in one embodiment, the one
or more output signals are generated without regard for
the determination made at operation 50, but the output
signal(s) generated at operation 52 are not implemented
in the determination of the sleep phenotyping parameter
unless the trigger condition is determined to have been
satisfied at operation 50.
[0046] At an operation 54 a stimulus is provided to the
subject. The stimulus is provided to the subject such that
the response of the subject to the stimulus enables the
sleep phenotyping parameter to be determined from the
output signals generated at operation 52. In one embod-
iment, operation 54 is performed by a stimulus generator
similar to stimulus generator 18 (illustrated in FIG. 1 and
described above). The stimulus generator may be con-
trolled by a stimulus module within a processor similar
to stimulus module 34 within processor 20 (illustrated in
FIG. 1 and described above). It should be appreciated
from the discussion above regarding the particulars of
determining specific sleep phenotyping parameters that

operation 54 is not included in method 44 for every phe-
notyping parameter, but only for those parameters for
which provision of a stimulus facilitates determination.
[0047] At an operation 56 a determination is made as
to whether a predetermined event has occurred. For ex-
ample, in one embodiment, the predetermined event in-
cludes a respiratory event (e.g., flow limited breathing,
an airway obstruction (complete or partial), snoring, etc.).
The determination made at operation 56 is made based
on the output signals generated at one or both of oper-
ations 46 and 52. In one embodiment, operation 56 is
performed by an event module within a processor similar
to event module 36 within processor 20. It should be ap-
preciated from the foregoing discussion related to the
determination of specific sleep phenotyping parameters
that operation 56 is not included in method 44 for every
phenotyping parameter, but only for those parameters
for which the subjects response to the event facilitates
determination.
[0048] At an operation 58 information related to the
sleep phenotyping parameter is determined. In one em-
bodiment, operation 58 is performed by a parameter
module within a processor similar to parameter module
38 within processor 20 (illustrated in FIG. 1 and described
above).
[0049] At an operation 60 the information related to the
sleep phenotyping parameter determined at operation
58 is stored. In one embodiment, the information is stored
within a storage module similar to storage module 22
(illustrated in FIG. 1 and described above).
[0050] At an operation 62, a sleep phenotype of the
subject is determined based on the information deter-
mined at operation 58. In one embodiment, operation 62
is performed by a phenotype module within a processor
similar to phenotype module 40 within processor 20 (il-
lustrated in FIG. 1 and described above).

Claims

1. A system (10) configured to enable determination of
one or more sleep phenotyping parameters of a sub-
ject, the system comprising:

a sleep sensor (14) configured to generate one
or more output signals that convey information
related to one or more physiological functions
that indicate a sleep stage of a subject;
a stimulus generator (18) configured to selec-
tively provide a stimulus to the subject, wherein
a response of the subject to the stimulus enables
information related to the one or more sleep phe-
notyping parameters to be determined;
a processor (20) that receives the one or more
output signals generated by the sleep sensor
and being in operative communication with the
stimulus generator, the processor being config-
ured (i) to determine, based on the one or more
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output signals received from the sleep sensor,
whether a trigger condition related to the current
sleep stage of the subject is satisfied, and (ii) to
control the stimulus generator to provide the
stimulus to the subject if the trigger condition is
satisfied, wherein the one or more sleep pheno-
typing parameters comprise arousal threshold,
wherein the processor (20) is further configured
to determine a current sleep stage of the subject
based on the one or more output signals gener-
ated by the sleep sensor (14), and wherein the
trigger condition comprises that the subject is
asleep such that provision of the stimulus to the
subject is triggered if the current sleep stage de-
termined by the processor is that the subject is
asleep,
characterized in that the stimulus generator
(18) is further configured to provide the stimulus
in an incremental manner to the subject until
arousal takes place,
wherein the processor (20) is further configured
to determine the magnitude of the stimulus re-
quired to wake the subject.

2. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein the trigger con-
dition comprises a threshold measurement of at least
one of the one or more physiological functions de-
termined from the one or more output signals gen-
erated by the sleep sensor (14).

3. The system (10) of claim 2, wherein the trigger con-
dition further comprises a predetermined amount of
time for which the at least one of the one or more
physiological functions must breach the threshold
before the trigger condition is satisfied.

4. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein the processor
(20) is further configured to control the stimulus gen-
erator (18) to cease or pause the provision of the
stimulus to the subject if the trigger condition is no
longer satisfied.

5. The system (10) of claim 1, further comprising a pa-
rameter sensor (16) configured to generate one or
more output signals that convey information related
to one or more physiological functions related to one
or more sleep phenotyping parameters of the sub-
ject, and wherein the processor (20) receives the
one or more output signals generated by the param-
eter sensor.

6. The system (10) of claim 5, wherein the processor
(20) is further configured to determine information
related to the one or more sleep phenotyping param-
eters based on the one or more output signals gen-
erated by the parameter sensor (16) if the stimulus
generator (18) provides the stimulus to the subject.

7. The system (10) of claim 5, further comprising a stor-
age module (22), and wherein the processor (20) is
further configured to store information, to the storage
module, related to the one or more output signals
generated by the parameter sensor (16) if the stim-
ulus generator (18) provides the stimulus to the sub-
ject.

8. The system (10) of claim 7, wherein the processor
(20) is further configured to store information, to the
storage module (22), regarding the provision of the
stimulus to the subject.

9. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein the trigger con-
dition further comprises a predetermined amount of
time such that provision of the stimulus to the subject
is triggered if the current sleep stage determined by
the processor (20) has been the requisite sleep stage
for at least the predetermined amount of time.

10. The system (10) of claim 1, wherein the response of
the patient to the stimulus comprises one or more of
a breathing obstruction, a flow limited breath, an
arousal, snoring, or an airway collapse.

Patentansprüche

1. System (10), das dafür ausgelegt ist, eine Bestim-
mung eines oder mehrerer, einen Schlafphänotyp
eines Subjekts betreffender Parameter zu ermögli-
chen, wobei das System umfasst:

einen Schlafsensor (14), der dafür ausgelegt ist,
ein oder mehrere Ausgangssignale zu erzeu-
gen, die Informationen transportieren, die auf ei-
ne oder mehrere physiologische Funktionen be-
zogen sind, die ein Schlafstadium eines Sub-
jekts angeben;
einen Stimuluserzeuger (18), der dafür ausge-
legt ist, selektiv einen Stimulus an das Subjekt
abzugeben, wobei eine Reaktion des Subjekts
auf den Stimulus eine Bestimmung von Informa-
tionen ermöglicht, die auf den einen oder die
mehreren einen Schlafphänotyp betreffenden
Parameter bezogen sind, ermöglicht;
einen Prozessor (20), der das eine oder die
mehreren Ausgangssignale empfängt, die von
dem Schlafsensor erzeugt werden, und der mit
dem Stimuluserzeuger in Wirkverbindung steht,
wobei der Prozessor dafür ausgelegt ist (i), auf
Basis des einen oder der mehreren von dem
Schlafsensor empfangenen Ausgangssignale
zu bestimmen, ob eine Auslösebedingung, die
auf das aktuelle Schlafstadium des Subjekts be-
zogen ist, erfüllt ist, und (ii) den Stimuluserzeu-
ger zu steuern, um den Stimulus an das Subjekt
abzugeben, falls die Auslösebedingung erfüllt
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ist,
wobei der eine oder die mehreren einen Schlaf-
phänotyp betreffenden Parameter einen Auf-
wachschwellenwert umfassen,
wobei der Prozessor (20) ferner dafür ausgelegt
ist, ein aktuelles Schlafstadium des Subjekts auf
Basis des einen oder der mehreren, von dem
Schlafsensor (14) erzeugten Ausgangssignale
zu bestimmen, und wobei die Auslösebedin-
gung umfasst, dass das Subjekt schläft, so dass
die Abgabe des Stimulus an das Subjekt aus-
gelöst wird, falls das von dem Prozessor be-
stimmte aktuelle Schlafstadium bedeutet, dass
das Subjekt schläft, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der Stimuluserzeuger (18) ferner dafür
ausgelegt ist, den Stimulus auf inkrementelle
Weise an das Subjekt abzugeben, bis ein Auf-
wachen stattfindet,
wobei der Prozessor (20) ferner dafür ausgelegt
ist, die Stärke des Stimulus zu bestimmen, die
nötig ist, um das Subjekt aufzuwecken.

2. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Auslöse-
bedingung ein Schwellenmaß der einen oder min-
destens einer von den physiologischen Funktionen
umfasst, die aus dem einen oder den mehreren, von
dem Schlafsensor (14) erzeugten Ausgangssigna-
len bestimmt werden.

3. System (10) nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Auslöse-
bedingung ferner eine vorgegebene Zeitlänge um-
fasst, über welche die eine oder die mindestens eine
von den mehreren physiologischen Funktionen den
Schwellenwert durchbrechen muss, bevor die Aus-
lösebedingung erfüllt ist.

4. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Prozessor
(20) ferner dafür ausgelegt ist, den Stimuluserzeu-
ger (18) zu steuern, um die Abgabe des Stimulus an
das Subjekt zu beenden oder zu unterbrechen, falls
die Auslösebedingung nicht mehr erfüllt ist.

5. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, ferner einen Parame-
tersensor (16) umfassend, der dafür ausgelegt ist,
ein oder mehrere Signale zu erzeugen, die Informa-
tionen transportieren, die auf eine oder mehrere phy-
siologische Funktionen bezogen sind, die auf einen
oder mehrere einen Schlafphänotyp betreffende Pa-
rameter des Subjekts bezogen sind, und wobei der
Prozessor (20) das eine oder die mehreren Aus-
gangssignale empfängt, die von dem Parametersen-
sor erzeugt werden.

6. System (10) nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Prozessor
(20) ferner dafür ausgelegt ist, auf Basis des einen
oder der mehreren Ausgangssignale, die von dem
Parametersensor (16) erzeugt werden, wenn der Sti-
muluserzeuger (18) den Stimulus an das Subjekt ab-

gibt, Informationen zu bestimmen, die auf den einen
oder die mehreren einen Schlafphänotyp betreffen-
den Parameter bezogen sind.

7. System (10) nach Anspruch 5, ferner ein Speicher-
modul (22) umfassend, und wobei der Prozessor
(20) ferner dafür ausgelegt ist, in dem Speichermo-
dul Informationen zu speichern, die auf das eine oder
die mehreren Ausgangssignale bezogen sind, die
von dem Parametersensor (16) erzeugt werden,
wenn der Stimuluserzeuger (18) den Stimulus an
das Subjekt abgibt.

8. System (10) nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Prozessor
(20) ferner dafür ausgelegt ist, in der Speichervor-
richtung (22) Informationen zu speichern, welche die
Abgabe des Stimulus an das Subjekt betreffen.

9. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Auslöse-
bedingung ferner eine vorgegebene Zeitlänge um-
fasst, so dass die Abgabe des Stimulus an das Sub-
jekt ausgelöst wird, wenn das aktuelle Schlafstadi-
um, das von dem Prozessor (20) bestimmt wird, über
zumindest die vorgegebene Zeitlänge das voraus-
gesetzte Schlafstadium gewesen ist.

10. System (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Reaktion
des Patienten auf den Stimulus eines oder mehrere
von einer behinderten Atmung, einer luftflussbe-
grenzten Atmung, einem Aufwachen, einem Schnar-
chen oder einem Atemwegskollaps umfasst.

Revendications

1. Système (10) conçu pour permettre la détermination
d’au moins un paramètre de phénotypage du som-
meil d’un sujet, ledit système comprenant :

un capteur de sommeil (14) conçu pour générer
au moins un signal de sortie, lequel véhicule des
informations liées à au moins une fonction phy-
siologique, laquelle indique une étape de som-
meil d’un sujet ;
un générateur de stimulus (18) conçu pour four-
nir sélectivement un stimulus au sujet, dans le-
quel une réponse du sujet au stimulus permet
de déterminer des informations relatives à l’au
moins un paramètre de phénotypage du
sommeil ;
un processeur (20), lequel reçoit l’au moins un
signal de sortie généré par le capteur de som-
meil et étant en communication opérationnelle
avec le générateur de stimulus, ledit processeur
étant conçu (i) pour déterminer, en fonction de
l’au moins un signal de sortie reçu du capteur
de sommeil, si une condition de déclenchement
liée à la phase de sommeil actuelle du sujet est
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satisfaite, et (ii) pour commander le générateur
de stimulus pour fournir le stimulus au sujet lors-
que la condition de déclenchement est satisfai-
te,
dans lequel l’au moins un paramètre de phéno-
typage du sommeil comprend un seuil d’éveil,
dans lequel le processeur (20) est en outre con-
çu pour déterminer un stade de sommeil actuel
du sujet en fonction de l’au moins un signal de
sortie généré par le capteur de sommeil (14), et
dans lequel la condition de déclenchement com-
prend le fait que le sujet est endormi de telle
sorte que la fourniture du stimulus au sujet est
déclenchée lorsque l’étape de sommeil actuelle
déterminée par le processeur est telle que le
sujet est endormi,
caractérisé en ce que
le générateur de stimulus (18) est en outre con-
çu pour fournir le stimulus d’une manière incré-
mentielle au sujet jusqu’à ce que l’éveil se pro-
duise, dans lequel le processeur (20) est en
outre conçu pour déterminer l’amplitude du sti-
mulus nécessaire pour réveiller le sujet.

2. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la condition de déclenchement comprend une me-
sure de seuil de l’au moins une fonction physiologi-
que déterminée en fonction de l’au moins un signal
de sortie généré par le capteur de sommeil (14).

3. Système (10) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
la condition de déclenchement comprend en outre
une durée prédéterminée pendant laquelle l’au
moins une de l’au moins une fonction physiologique
doit dépasser le seuil avant que la condition de dé-
clenchement ne soit satisfaite.

4. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
le processeur (20) est en outre conçu pour comman-
der le générateur de stimulus (18) de manière à ces-
ser ou à mettre en pause la fourniture du stimulus
au sujet lorsque la condition de déclenchement n’est
plus satisfaite.

5. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, comprenant
en outre un capteur de paramètres (16) conçu pour
générer au moins un signal de sortie, lequel véhicule
des informations liées à au moins une fonction phy-
siologique liée à l’au moins un paramètre de phéno-
typage du sommeil du sujet, et dans lequel le pro-
cesseur (20) reçoit l’au moins un signal de sortie
généré par le capteur de paramètres.

6. Système (10) selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
le processeur (20) est en outre conçu pour détermi-
ner des informations relatives à l’au moins un para-
mètre de phénotypage du sommeil en fonction de
l’au moins un signal de sortie généré par le capteur

de paramètres (16) lorsque le générateur de stimu-
lus (18) fournit le stimulus au sujet.

7. Système (10) selon la revendication 5, comprenant
en outre un module mémoire (22), et dans lequel le
processeur (20) est en outre conçu pour mémoriser
des informations, dans le module mémoire, relatives
à l’au moins un signal de sortie généré par le capteur
de paramètres (16) lorsque le générateur de stimu-
lus (18) fournit le stimulus au sujet.

8. Système (10) selon la revendication 7, dans lequel
le processeur (20) est en outre conçu pour mémori-
ser des informations, dans le module mémoire (22),
relatives à la fourniture du stimulus au sujet.

9. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la condition de déclenchement comprend en outre
une durée prédéterminée de telle sorte que la four-
niture du stimulus au sujet est déclenchée lorsque
la phase de sommeil actuelle déterminée par le pro-
cesseur (20) a été la phase de sommeil requise pour
au moins la durée prédéterminée.

10. Système (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la réponse du patient au stimulus comprend une obs-
truction respiratoire et/ou une respiration à débit li-
mité et/ou un éveil et/ou un ronflement et/ou un af-
faissement des voies aériennes.
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