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(54) VEHICLE CONFIGURED TO PLATOONING DRIVE OR AUTOMATIC DRIVE AND COMPRISING 
A SECURITY SYSTEM

(57) A vehicle (2) for driving on a road (3) comprising
an electronic control unit provided with processing means
configured to enable a platooning driving of the vehicle
(2) with respect to at least a further vehicle (2) of a pla-
tooning convoy (1) and/or an automatic driving of the

vehicle, said vehicle (2) comprising security means (4)
configured to display information (6) concerning operat-
ing features of the convoy (1), which is visible to other
users of vehicles driving on the road (3), and/or concern-
ing operating conditions of the vehicle (2) itself.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This Patent Application claims priority from Ital-
ian Patent Application No. 102019000004355 filed on
March 26, 2019.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The invention relates to a vehicle for a platoon-
ing driving mode, in particular to a vehicle for a platooning
driving mode comprising a security system.

KNOWN STATE OF THE ART

[0003] Heavy vehicles, such as for example trucks, can
make movements in a so-called "platooning" mode,
namely a mode in which the vehicles of a convoy share
operating information in order to process a control strat-
egy aimed at automatically driving a series of follower
vehicles following a leader vehicle (EGO vehicle).
[0004] The leader vehicle comprises an electronic con-
trol unit, which is configured to calculate, the speed and
the relative positions of the follower vehicles being
known, control parameters of the vehicles themselves in
order to reduce the aerodynamic resistance, exploiting
the slipstream of the vehicles driving in a row. This mech-
anism allows for significant reductions, around 10-20%,
of the consumption of fuel in motorways. Anyway, the
driver of each vehicle can always have priority over the
automatic controls and, hence, change trajectory/speed
when needed.
[0005] The communication - among the vehicles - of
the data needed for the calculation of the platooning
mode is carried out by means of a plurality of technolo-
gies, such as radar, GPS, Wi-Fi, etc.; this communication
through radio waves takes place thanks to known anten-
nas. Furthermore, the vehicles can comprise sensor
means, for example optical or ultrasound sensors, which
are configured to calculate distances between the vehi-
cles of the platooning convoy or from other vehicles close
to the latter. The communication of data usually is a V2V
communication, namely a vehicle-to-vehicle communi-
cation, or, in some case, it can be an I2V communication,
namely an infrastructure-to-vehicle communication.
[0006] Therefore, the platooning vehicles are connect-
ed to one another in a broadcast mode, which allows
them to share with one another any information concern-
ing the platooning. A crucial example of this information
is the presence of a vehicle inside the convoy of platoon-
ing vehicles.
[0007] Indeed, even though the vehicles proceed in a
row and are relatively close to one another, there is a
space that allows for the introduction of a motorcycles or
even of a four-wheel vehicle overtaking the convoy.
[0008] Currently, only a few vehicles can receive infor-
mation concerning the platooning convoy, for example

the composition thereof, the length of the convoy of ve-
hicles or the space between one vehicle and the other.
On the contrary, the majority of vehicles cannot commu-
nicate with the convoy of platooning vehicles and, there-
fore, drivers perceive this technology as potentially risky
and, in case of overtaking, do not know how much the
passing will take, thus increasing the feeling of danger
while driving or, even worse, the risk of reckless driving.
[0009] This perception potentially arises also in vehi-
cles, such as commercial vehicles, driving in driverless,
autonomous mode.
[0010] Therefore, it is necessary to improve the safety
perceived when dealing with a convoy of vehicles driving
in platooning mode.
[0011] This need also affects self-driving vehicles.
[0012] The object of the invention is to fulfil the needs
discussed above.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] The aforesaid object is reached by a vehicle
configured for a platooning driving mode and comprising
security means, according to the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The invention will be best understood upon pe-
rusal of the following detailed description of a preferred
embodiment, which is provided by way of non-limiting
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

- figure 1 is a perspective view showing a plurality of
vehicles driving in platooning mode and comprising
a security system according to the invention;

- figure 2 is a schematic view from the top showing a
plurality of vehicles driving in platooning mode and
comprising a security system according to a first em-
bodiment of the invention; and

- figure 3 is a schematic view from the top showing a
plurality of vehicles driving in platooning mode and
comprising a security system according to a second
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0015] Figures 1 to 3 show a convoy 1 of vehicles 2
driving in platooning mode, in particular comprising a first
leader vehicle 2a and a series of follower vehicles 2b
driving on a road 3.
[0016] As it is known, each vehicle comprises known
communication means, which are not shown herein and
are configured to enable the communication between the
platooning vehicles 2, and a known control unit, which is
not shown herein and is electrically connected to the com-
munication means as well as comprises processing
means, which are configured to receive and process the
information received through the communication means
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and to control the vehicle 2 accordingly. Conveniently,
as it is known, each vehicle 2 further comprises sensors
(not shown), for example optical or ultrasound sensors,
which are configured to calculate distances between the
vehicles 2 of the platooning convoy 1 or from other ve-
hicles close to the latter. The sensors are electrically con-
nected to the relative electronic control unit of each ve-
hicle, which is configured to acquire the relative data. In
particular, each electronic control unit of the vehicles 2
of the convoy 1 is configured to process the data coming
from each vehicle 2 and to also control their driving ac-
cordingly.
[0017] According to the invention, each vehicle 2 of the
platooning convoy 1 comprises security means 4, which
are configured to display information 6 concerning the
platooning convoy 1 so that the information 6 is visible
to other users of the road 3.
[0018] The information 6 concerning the platooning
convoy 1 can be any information concerning the compo-
sition of the convoy 1 or the sharing of useful information,
as discussed more in detail below.
[0019] Moreover, the information can be represented
in a graphical manner, through decodable symbols, or in
an alphabetical form, through lettering in one or more
languages.
[0020] Each security means 4 conveniently is electri-
cally connected to the electronic control unit of each ve-
hicle 2, which is configured to control the security means
4 so that they transmit the relative information 6 to be
displayed to other users of the road 3.
[0021] In particular, the security means 4 comprise pro-
jector means 5, which are configured to project the afore-
said information 6 on the road 3. These projector means
5 can comprise known projectors, for example laser pro-
jectors, which are configured to project a light that allows
the information 6 to be displayed on the road under any
weather condition, for example in the day or in the night,
with rain or fog. For example, these projector means 5
can be configured to handle the light intensity of the pro-
jection and/or the graphical dimensions thereof based on
the light or on the environmental condition.
[0022] These projector means are advantageously
carried by the vehicle 2 so as not to interfere with the
visual field of other drivers of other vehicles passing by.
For example, they can be carried by portions of the ve-
hicle that are integral to the frame thereof and are con-
figured to project the information 6 on the road surface
with an angle α preferably smaller than 25°, more pref-
erably ranging from 15° to 20°, relative to a horizontal
axis, which is parallel to the plane of the road 3, so as
not to blind either the driver or the passengers of any
vehicle overtaking the convoy.
[0023] As already mentioned above, the information 6
can comprise items of information concerning different
variables of the platooning convoy 1.
[0024] A non-limiting and merely descriptive example
of information that can be displayed can be found below:

• information concerning the composition and/or
length of the platooning convoy 1;

• mean distance between the vehicles 2 of the convoy
1;

• mean speed of the vehicles 2 of the convoy 1;
• emergency conditions;
• change in the distance between the vehicles 2 or

activation/deactivation of the platooning mode;
and/or

• presence of possible intruder vehicles in the convoy
1.

[0025] In particular, in the case described herein, the
information 6 comprises a graphical portion 6a projecting
at least one line 7 crosswise to the road 3, the number
of lines 7 indicating the progressive number of the queu-
ing vehicle projecting the information. For example, the
third vehicle in the row projects three parallel lines, which
are transverse and close to one another. In addition, the
information 6 comprises an at least partly alphabetical
portion 6b projecting a lettering 8, which can be read in
the direction of the road 4 and indicates, for example, the
presence and/or the type on an intruder vehicle.
[0026] The operation of a convoy 1 of platooning ve-
hicles 2 comprising security means 4 according to the
invention is the following.
[0027] With reference to figure 2, a vehicle 10 which
is not part of the convoy 1 is starting to overtake a convoy
1 of platooning vehicles 2 consisting of four vehicles 2.
The security means 4 of each vehicle, hence, are con-
trolled so as to project, by means of projector means 5,
a relative information 6. According to what described
above, each vehicle projects a graphical portion 6a com-
prising lines 7, which indicates the number of vehicles 2
that are part of the convoy 1. Therefore, the driver of the
vehicle 10 can learn how long the convoy 1 is and, hence,
how much time he/she needs to overtake the convoy,
before starting to do so.
[0028] With reference to figure 3, a vehicle 10 is starting
to overtake a convoy 1 of platooning vehicles 2 consisting
of three vehicles 2 with a further vehicle 11 interposed
between the leader vehicle 2a and the first follower ve-
hicle 2b. The security means 4 of each vehicle, hence,
are controlled so as to project, by means of projector
means 5, a relative information 6. According to what de-
scribed above, each vehicle projects a graphical portion
6a comprising lines 7, which indicates the number of ve-
hicles 2 that are part of the convoy 1. Furthermore, the
first follower vehicle 2b, which is controlled by the relative
electronic control unit, further projects a graphical portion
6b indicating the presence of the intruder vehicle 11.
Hence, the driver of the vehicle 10 can understand how
long the convoy 1 is, how much time he/she needs to
overtake it, before starting to do so, and that, while over-
taking the convoy, the presence of the intruder vehicle
11 in the convoy 1 must be taken into consideration.
[0029] Owing to the above, the advantages of a convoy
1 of platooning vehicles 2 comprising security means 4
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according to the invention are evident.
[0030] The security means 4 allow any other user of
the road to be provided with essential information con-
cerning the convoy 1 of platooning vehicles 2, thus mak-
ing it easier for him/her to overtake the convoy.
[0031] In particular, this method increases the accept-
ance, on an unconscious level, of the platooning driving
system, which can potentially be perceived as risky by
other users of the road.
[0032] Basically, the entire road safety is increased,
since users of overtaking vehicles are constantly in-
formed on the state of the convoy 1 and, hence, can
better asses, for they receive relevant and not immedi-
ately visible information, whether and how to overtake
said convoy.
[0033] As far as the system described above is con-
cerned, the projector means 5 allow the information 6 to
be displayed in an economic fashion, so as to be visible
under different weather conditions and, furthermore,
thanks to their arrangement, without bothering/blinding
other users of the road.
[0034] The graphical/symbolic and alphanumeric cus-
tomization of the information 6 further makes the system
versatile and capable of being used in different territories
having different graphical representations and/or differ-
ent languages.
[0035] Finally, the convoy 1 of platooning vehicles 2
comprising security means 4 according to the invention
can be subjected to changes and variants, which, though,
do not go beyond the scope of protection set forth in the
appended claims.
[0036] For example, it is possible to change the shape
and/or the content of the graphical information 6 shown
to other users of the road as well as the generation thereof
and/or where the information can be displayed.
[0037] For instance, the generation of the information
can be controlled and, hence, the information can be dis-
played when the convoy 1 is moving or only when the
last vehicle of the row detects, through further known
sensors, that a vehicle 10 is approaching the convoy 1
of platooning vehicles 2, then the display of the informa-
tion can be deactivated when there are no vehicles 10
close to the convoy 1.
[0038] It is also clear that the invention can be applied
to any autonomous vehicle in order to communicate op-
erating states, such as speed, manoeuvres about to be
executed, etc., to other users of the road.

Claims

1. A vehicle (2) for driving on a road (3) comprising an
electronic control unit provided with processing
means configured to enable a platooning drive of
said vehicle (2) with respect to at least a further ve-
hicle (2) of a convoy (1) of platooning vehicles, said
vehicle (2) comprising security means (4) configured
to display information (6), relative to said convoy (1)

of vehicles (2) and/or of said vehicle (2) with respect
to said convoy (1), visible to other users of said road
(3), wherein said security means (4) comprise pro-
jector means (5) configured to project said informa-
tion (6) on said road (3), said projector means (5)
projecting said information (6) on said road (3) from
said vehicle (2) with an angle of less than 25° with
respect to a horizontal axis parallel to the plane of
said road (3).

2. The vehicle according to claim 1, wherein said pro-
jector means (5) comprise laser means.

3. The vehicle according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein said information (6) comprises a graphical
portion (6a) and/or an alphabetical portion (6b) each
of said portions (6b) representing information rela-
tive to said convoy (1).

4. The vehicle according to one of the preceding claims,
wherein said information (6) comprises the indication
of the presence of foreign vehicles (11) in said con-
voy (1) of vehicles (2).

5. A convoy (1) of vehicles (2) according to any one of
the preceding claims.

6. The vehicle (2) for driving on road (3) comprising an
electronic control unit provided with processing
means configured to enable an automatic driving of
said vehicle (2), said vehicle (2) comprising security
means (4) configured to display information (6), rel-
ative to an operating condition of said vehicle (2),
visible to other users on said road (3), wherein said
security means (4) comprise projector means (5)
configured to project said information (6) on said
road (3), said projector means (5) projecting said in-
formation (6) on said road (3) from said vehicle (2)
with an angle of less than 25° with respect to a hor-
izontal axis parallel to the plane of said road (3).

7. The vehicle according to claim 6, wherein said pro-
jector means (5) comprise laser means.

8. The vehicle according to one of the claims 6 or 7,
wherein said information (6) comprises a graphical
portion (6a) and/or an alphabetical portion (6b) each
of said portions (6b) representing operating informa-
tion relative to said vehicle (1).
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