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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cleaning ap-
pliance, which is preferably in the form of a vacuum clean-
ing appliance.
[0002] Cleaning appliances such as vacuum cleaners
are well known. The majority of vacuum cleaners are
either of the "upright" type or of the "cylinder" type (called
canister or barrel machines in some countries). Cylinder
vacuum cleaners generally comprise a main body which
contains a motor-driven fan unit for drawing a dirt-bearing
air flow into the vacuum cleaner, and separating appa-
ratus, such as a cyclonic separator or a bag, for separat-
ing dirt and dust from the air flow. The dirt-bearing air
flow is introduced to the main body through a suction
hose and wand assembly which is connected to the main
body. The main body of the vacuum cleaner is dragged
along by the hose as a user moves around a room. A
cleaning tool is attached to the remote end of the hose
and wand assembly.
[0003] For example, GB 2,407,022 describes a cylin-
der vacuum cleaner having a chassis which supports cy-
clonic separating apparatus. The vacuum cleaner has
two main wheels, one on each side of a rear portion of
the chassis, and a castor wheel located beneath the front
portion of the chassis which allow the vacuum cleaner to
be dragged across a surface. Such a castor wheel tends
be mounted on a circular support which is, in turn, rotat-
ably mounted on the chassis to allow the castor wheel
to swivel in response to a change in the direction in which
the vacuum cleaner is dragged over the surface.
[0004] EP 1,129,657 describes a cylinder vacuum
cleaner which is in the form of a spherical body connected
to the suction hose and wand assembly. The spherical
volume of the spherical body incorporates a pair of
wheels, one located on each side of the body, and houses
an electric blower for drawing a fluid flow through the
cleaner, and a dust bag for separating dirt and dust from
the fluid flow.
[0005] Our co-pending application
PCT/GB2010/050418 describes a cylinder vacuum
cleaner having a generally spherical rolling assembly
connected to the chassis for improving the manoeuvra-
bility of the vacuum cleaner over a floor surface. The
rolling assembly comprises a body and a pair of dome
shaped wheels connected to the body. The chassis ex-
tends forwardly from the body of the rolling assembly,
and includes a pair of wheels for steering the vacuum
cleaner and for supporting the rolling assembly as the
vacuum cleaner is manoeuvred over a floor surface.
[0006] The chassis also includes a support for support-
ing cyclonic separating apparatus of the vacuum cleaner.
The support is located on an inlet duct for conveying a
dirt-bearing air flow to the separating apparatus. To assist
with the manoeuvring of the vacuum cleaner around ob-
jects located on the floor surface, the inlet duct is pivot-
ably connected to the chassis for movement relative to
the chassis as the user pulls the vacuum cleaner in dif-

ferent directions over the floor surface. The movement
of the duct relative to the chassis actuates a steering
mechanism for turning the wheels connected to the chas-
sis. The inlet duct comprises a relatively rigid section con-
nected to the chassis for pivoting movement relative
thereto, and a relatively flexible hose located upstream
to the rigid section and which tends to flex relative to the
rigid section as the duct pivots relative to the chassis.
[0007] Another cleaning appliance is already known
from WO-A-03034888.
[0008] The present invention provides a cleaning ap-
pliance of the cylinder type comprising:

separating apparatus for separating dirt from a dirt-
bearing fluid flow;
a floor engaging rolling assembly comprising means
for drawing the fluid flow through the separating ap-
paratus;
a chassis connected to the rolling assembly; and
a duct comprising an outlet section releasably con-
nected to the rolling assembly for conveying the fluid
flow to the separating apparatus, and an inlet section
connected to the chassis for pivoting movement rel-
ative to the outlet section and the chassis.

[0009] The provision of a removable outlet section of
the duct enables any blockages to be removed easily
from the outlet section of the duct, and facilitates the re-
moval of blockages from the inlet section. Shaping the
duct so that the outlet section is releasably connected to
the rolling assembly can provide the cleaning appliance
with a compact appearance.
[0010] The rolling assembly preferably comprises a
main body connected to the chassis, and a plurality of
floor engaging rolling elements. To reduce the number
of components of the cleaning appliance the chassis is
preferably integral with part of the main body of the rolling
assembly. Preferably, the main body and a plurality of
floor engaging rolling elements together define a sub-
stantially spherical floor engaging rolling assembly,
which term includes a spheroidal rolling assembly. The
main body may comprise a plurality of sections, and each
rolling element may be connected to a respective one of
the sections. The chassis is preferably integral with one
of the sections of the main body. The outlet section of
the duct preferably comprises a manually operable catch
for releasably engaging the main body of the rolling as-
sembly.
[0011] Each of the plurality of rolling elements is pref-
erably in the form of a wheel rotatably connected to a
respective side of the main body of the rolling assembly.
Each of these rolling elements preferably has a curved,
preferably dome-shaped, outer surface. Each of the plu-
rality of rolling elements preferably has an outer surface
of substantially spherical curvature. The rotational axes
of the rolling elements may be inclined upwardly towards
the main body with respect to a floor surface upon which
the cleaning appliance is located so that the rims of the
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rolling elements engage the floor surface. The angle of
the inclination of the rotational axes is preferably in the
range from 4 to 15°, more preferably in the range from 5
to 10°. As a result of the inclination of the rotational axes
of the rolling elements, part of the outer surface of the
main body is exposed to enable components of the clean-
ing appliance, such as user-operable switches for acti-
vating the motor or a cable-rewind mechanism, to be lo-
cated on the exposed part of the main body. In a preferred
embodiment, one or more ports for exhausting the air
flow from the cleaning appliance are located on the outer
surface of the main body.
[0012] The separating apparatus preferably comprises
cyclonic separating apparatus. The appliance preferably
comprises a support for supporting the separating appa-
ratus. The support is preferably connected to, and more
preferably integral with, part of the separating apparatus.
The support is preferably located on the front of the main
body. The support preferably comprises a spigot locata-
ble within a recess formed in a base member of the sep-
arating apparatus. When the separating apparatus is
mounted on the support, the separating apparatus pref-
erably has a longitudinal axis inclined at an acute angle
to the vertical when the cleaning appliance moves over
a substantially horizontal floor surface. This angle may
be in the range from 30 to 70°. The main body may further
comprise one or more additional supports for supporting
the side surface of the separating apparatus. The side
surface of the separating apparatus is preferably cylin-
drical, and so these additional supports preferably have
support surfaces which have a similar curvature to the
side surface of the separating apparatus. The outlet sec-
tion of the duct is preferably shaped to change the direc-
tion in which air passes therethrough. In a preferred em-
bodiment, a fluid inlet of the separating apparatus is lo-
cated on a side surface of the separating apparatus, and
so the outlet section is preferably arranged to change the
direction in which the air passes therethrough by an angle
in the range from 20 to 60°.
[0013] The inlet section of the duct preferably passes
beneath the support. The duct preferably passes through
a sleeve located between the support and the main body
of the rolling assembly. The sleeve is preferably integral
with the support and the main body. Alternatively, the
sleeve may be connected to the chassis. The sleeve pref-
erably extends about a joint between the inlet section
and the outlet section of the duct. This joint may comprise
one or more sealing members for maintaining a fluid tight
seal between the sections of the duct as the inlet section
pivots relative to the outlet section. The support may com-
prise means for inhibiting pivoting movement of the outlet
section with the inlet section. For example, one of the
support and the outlet section may comprise a detent
which is locatable within a recess of the other of the sup-
port and the outlet section.
[0014] The chassis preferably comprises a plurality of
floor engaging support members for supporting the rolling
assembly as it is manoeuvred over a floor surface. Each

support member is preferably in the form of a wheel or
other rolling member, such as a caster or ball.
[0015] The cleaning appliance preferably comprises
an outlet duct extending from the separating apparatus
to the rolling assembly for conveying the fluid flow to the
rolling assembly. Preferably, the duct can be disengaged
from the separating apparatus to allow the separating
apparatus to be removed from the appliance. To facilitate
the disengagement of the duct from the separating ap-
paratus, the duct is preferably pivotably connected to the
rolling assembly. The duct is preferably connected to the
upper surface of the rolling assembly so that it can be
moved between a raised position to allow the separating
apparatus to be removed from, and subsequently relo-
cated on, the appliance, and a lowered position, in which
the duct engages the separating apparatus. In its lowered
position, the duct is preferably configured to retain the
separating apparatus on the appliance. The duct is pref-
erably formed from a rigid material, preferably a plastics
material, and may include a handle.
[0016] The rolling assembly preferably comprises a
conduit for receiving the fluid flow from the fluid inlet, and
for conveying the fluid flow to said means for drawing a
fluid flow through the separating apparatus. The means
for drawing the fluid flow through the separating appara-
tus is preferably in the form of a motor-driven fan unit. In
the preferred embodiment, the conduit comprises a fluid
inlet for receiving the fluid flow from the duct, and a fluid
outlet for conveying the fluid flow to said means for draw-
ing the fluid flow through the separating apparatus. De-
pending on the orientation of said mean for drawing the
fluid flow through the separating apparatus, the conduit
may be arranged to change the direction of the fluid flow
by around 90°. A grille or other filter may be provided
within the outlet duct for preventing dirt or other objects
from entering the conduit when the duct is detached from
the separating apparatus, or in the event that a relatively
large object is inadvertently located within the filter as-
sembly of the separating apparatus when the outlet duct
is in its raised position.
[0017] Although an embodiment of the invention is de-
scribed in detail with reference to a vacuum cleaner, it
will be appreciated that the invention can also be applied
to other forms of cleaning appliance.
[0018] Preferred features of the invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front perspective view, from above, of
a vacuum cleaner;

Figure 2(a) is a front perspective view, from above,
of the vacuum cleaner, with a separating apparatus
of the vacuum cleaner removed, Figure 2(b) is a side
view of the same, and Figure 2(c) is a top view of
the same;

Figure 3 is a rear perspective view, from above, of
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the chassis base plate, wheel assemblies, inlet sec-
tion of the inlet duct and biasing arrangements of the
vacuum cleaner;

Figure 4 is a top sectional view taken along line A-
A in Figure 2(b);

Figure 5(a) is a front perspective view, from above,
of the vacuum cleaner with the separating apparatus
removed and the inlet section of the inlet duct pivoted
relative to the chassis; and Figure 5(b) is a top view
of the same;

Figure 6(a) is a side sectional view taken along line
C-C in Figure 2(c), and Figure 6(b) is a magnified
view of part of Figure 6(a);

Figure 7(a) is a top view of the separating apparatus,
and Figure 7(b) is a sectional view taken along line
D-D in Figure 7(a); and

Figure 8 is a rear sectional view taken along line B-
B in Figure 2(c).

[0019] Figure 1 illustrates an external view of a clean-
ing appliance in the form of a vacuum cleaner 10. The
vacuum cleaner 10 is of the cylinder, or canister, type.
In overview, the vacuum cleaner 10 comprises separat-
ing apparatus 12 for separating dirt and dust from a fluid
flow. The separating apparatus 12 is preferably in the
form of cyclonic separating apparatus, and comprises an
outer bin 14 having an outer wall 16 which is substantially
cylindrical in shape. The lower end of the outer bin 14 is
closed by curved base 18 which is pivotably attached to
the outer wall 16. A motor-driven fan unit for generating
suction for drawing dirt laden fluid into the separating
apparatus 12 is housed within a rolling assembly 20 lo-
cated behind the separating apparatus 12. The rolling
assembly 20 comprises a main body 22 and two wheels
24, 26 (see Figure 2(a)) rotatably connected to the main
body 22 for engaging a floor surface. An inlet duct 28
extending beneath the separating apparatus 12 conveys
dirt-bearing fluid into the separating apparatus 12, and
an outlet duct 30 conveys fluid exhausted from the sep-
arating apparatus 12 into the rolling assembly 20. The
inlet duct 28 is connected to a hose of a hose and wand
assembly (not shown) which the user pulls to manoeuvre
the vacuum cleaner 10 over the floor surface.
[0020] A chassis 32 is connected to the main body 22
of the rolling assembly 20. In this example, the chassis
32 is integral with part of the main body 22 of the rolling
assembly 20. The chassis 32 is generally in the shape
of an arrow head pointing forwardly from the rolling as-
sembly 20. The chassis 32 comprises side edges 34
which extend rearwardly and outwardly from the front tip
36 of the chassis 32, shown in Figures 5(b) and 6(a). The
front tip 36 of the chassis 32 is located on an axis A
extending substantially perpendicular to a vertical plane

passing through the centre of the rolling assembly 20.
The direction in which the vacuum cleaner 10 moves over
a floor surface during a cleaning operation extends along
the axis A. The angling of the side edges 34 relative to
the axis A can assist in manoeuvring the vacuum cleaner
10 around corners, furniture or other items upstanding
from the floor surface, as upon contact with such an item
these side edges 34 tend to slide against the upstanding
item to guide the rolling assembly 20 around the upstand-
ing item. As illustrated in the figures, bumpers or pads
38 may be attached to the side edges 34.
[0021] A pair of wheels 40 for engaging the floor sur-
face is connected to the chassis 32. The wheels 40 are
located behind the side edges 34 of the chassis 32, and
in front of the wheels 24, 26 of the rolling assembly 20.
As shown in Figure 3, each wheel 40 is mounted on a
respective axle 42 fitted to the chassis 32, for example
by press fitting or overmoulding, so that the wheel 40
rotates relative to the axle 42, and thus relative to the
chassis 32. Each axle 42 is aligned along an axis which
is substantially perpendicular to the axis A so that the
wheels 40 rotate to move the vacuum cleaner 10 in a
direction extending along the axis A.
[0022] The wheels 40 also provide support members
for supporting the rolling assembly 20 as the vacuum
cleaner 10 is manoeuvred over a floor surface by restrict-
ing rotation of the rolling assembly 20 about the axis A.
For increased support to the rolling assembly 20, the dis-
tance between the points of contact of the wheels 40 with
the floor surface is greater than that between the points
of contact of the wheels 24, 26 of the rolling assembly
20 with that floor surface.
[0023] As shown in Figure 2(b), the components of the
vacuum cleaner 10 are arranged so that, when the vac-
uum cleaner 10 is located on a substantially horizontal
floor surface F, the centre of gravity C of the vacuum
cleaner 10 is located within the rolling assembly 20. The
centre of gravity C is located in a first vertical plane PL1
which passes between a second vertical plane PL2 con-
taining the points of contact between the wheels 24, 26
of the rolling assembly 20 and the floor surface, and a
third vertical plane PL3 containing the points of contact
between the wheels 40 and the floor surface, preferably
substantially mid-way between the two planes PL2, PL3.
This can further enhance the stability of the vacuum
cleaner 10 as it is manoeuvred over the floor surface.
[0024] The location of the centre of gravity C is indi-
cated above for a situation in which the separating ap-
paratus 12 is connected to the vacuum cleaner 10, and
the separating apparatus 12 is in an unloaded state, and
with no hose and wand assembly connected to the vac-
uum cleaner 10.
[0025] To reverse the direction in which the vacuum
cleaner 10 is moving over a floor surface, the user may
raise the wheels 40 of the chassis 32 from the floor sur-
face, using the hose of the hose and wand assembly so
that the vacuum cleaner 10 tilts backwards on to the
wheels 24, 26 of the rolling assembly 20. Using the hose,
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the vacuum cleaner 10 may then be "spun" around the
point of contact between the rolling assembly 20 and the
floor surface until the vacuum cleaner 10 is facing in the
required direction. The hose may then lowered to bring
the wheels 40 back into contact with the floor surface,
and the vacuum cleaner 10 pulled in the required direc-
tion.
[0026] To enable the vacuum cleaner 10 to be ma-
noeuvred smoothly around an object or the corner of a
wall during a cleaning operation, part of the inlet duct 28
is connected to the chassis 32 for pivoting movement
relative to the chassis 32, and thus relative to the rolling
assembly 20. Figures 2(a) to 2(c) illustrate the vacuum
cleaner 10 with the separating apparatus 12 to reveal the
inlet duct 28. The removal of the separating apparatus
12 from the vacuum cleaner 10 is described in more detail
below. The inlet duct 28 comprises an inlet section 44
for receiving the dirt-bearing fluid flow from the hose and
wand assembly, and an outlet section 46 for coupling the
inlet section 44 to the separating apparatus 12 to convey
the dirt-bearing fluid flow into the separating apparatus
12. The inlet section 44 is pivotably connected to the
chassis 32, whereas the outlet section 46 is connected
to the main body 22 of the rolling assembly 20 so that
the inlet section 44 is pivotable relative to the outlet sec-
tion 46. Alternatively, the outlet section 46 may be con-
nected to the chassis 32.
[0027] With particular reference to Figures 3, 4, 6(a)
and 6(b), in this example the inlet section 44 of the inlet
duct 28 comprises a plurality of components. The inlet
section 44 comprises a coupling 48 for electrical and/or
physical connection to a wand and hose assembly (not
shown) for conveying the duct-bearing fluid flow to the
inlet duct 28. The wand and hose assembly is connected
to a cleaner head (not shown) comprising a suction open-
ing through which a dirt-bearing fluid flow is drawn into
the vacuum cleaner 10. The coupling 48 is connected to
one end of a cylindrical section 50 of the inlet duct 28.
Of course, the section 50 may have an alternative cross-
sectional shape, such as an elliptical or polyhedral shape.
The other end of the cylindrical section 50 is connected
to a curved section 52 of the inlet duct 28. In this example,
the cylindrical section 50 is integral with the curved sec-
tion 52, but these two sections 50, 52 of the inlet duct 28
may be integrally formed. The curved section 52 is
shaped to change the direction in which the fluid flows
through the inlet duct 28 by around 90°. The curved sec-
tion 52 has a fluid outlet 54 which is concentric with, and
located immediately below, a fluid inlet 56 of the outlet
section 46 of the inlet duct 28. One or more annular seal-
ing members 58, 60 are located between the fluid outlet
54 and the fluid inlet 56 to maintain an air tight seal and
a relatively low frictional force therebetween during piv-
oting movement of the inlet section 44 relative to the out-
let section 46.
[0028] The inlet section 44 is mounted on a cylindrical
spindle 62 extending upwardly from the upper surface of
the chassis 32. The curved section 52 comprises a cy-

lindrical boss 64 depending downwardly therefrom and
which is located over the spindle 62 so as to be substan-
tially concentric with the spindle 62. A plain bearing or
sleeve 66 may be located between the spindle 62 and
the boss 64 to minimise friction therebetween during ro-
tation of the boss 64 about the spindle 62 and to ensure
accurate alignment between the spindle 62 and the boss
64. Alternatively, the spindle 62 may be formed from a
low friction material. The longitudinal axis of the spindle
62 thus defines the pivot axis P about which the inlet
section 44 pivots relative to the chassis 32 and the outlet
section 46. The pivot axis P passes through the centre
of the fluid outlet 54 of the inlet section 44 and the fluid
inlet 56 of the outlet section 46. The pivot axis P is sub-
stantially vertical when the vacuum cleaner 10 is located
on a horizontal floor surface. As the curved section 52 is
shaped with a 90° bend, the longitudinal axis of the cy-
lindrical section 50 is substantially orthogonal to the pivot
axis P and so during pivoting movement of the inlet sec-
tion 44 the cylindrical section 50 sweeps orthogonally
about the pivot axis P.
[0029] The pivoting movement of the inlet section 44
relative to the chassis 32 is guided by a pin or rib 68
depending from the cylindrical section 50. The rib 68 is
moveable within a curved groove or slot 70 which extends
about the pivot axis P, and which is formed in a portion
of the upper surface of the chassis 32 which is substan-
tially orthogonal to the pivot axis P.
[0030] The inlet section 44 is pivotable about the pivot
axis P by an angle of 6α° from a central, rest position.
The angle α is preferably in the range from 15 to 45°,
and in this example is around 30°. The inlet section 44
is illustrated in its rest position in Figures 1 to 4, 6(a) and
6(b). In this rest position, the inlet section 44 is aligned
along the axis A, that is, with the longitudinal axis of the
cylindrical section 50 of the inlet section 44 parallel to the
axis A. Figures 5(a) and 5(b) illustrate the vacuum cleaner
10 with the inlet section 44 pivoted by around 30° in the
angular direction R1, indicated in Figure 4, from the rest
position. The extent of the pivoting movement of the inlet
section 44 away from the rest position is restricted by the
abutment of the side of the inlet section 44 with one of a
pair of raised walls 72 of the chassis 32, as illustrated in
Figure 1.
[0031] The inlet section 44 of the inlet duct 28 is biased
towards a rest position. Consequently, when the inlet
section 44 is pivoted away from the rest position during
the manoeuvring the vacuum cleaner 10 over a floor sur-
face, for example while the vacuum cleaner 10 is being
pulled around an object or piece of furniture, the inlet duct
44 will return automatically to its rest position when the
vacuum cleaner 10 has moved away from the object.
[0032] The inlet section 44 is biased towards its rest
position by biasing means which engages the inlet sec-
tion 44 to urge the inlet section 44 towards its rest posi-
tion. With reference now to Figures 3 and 4, in this ex-
ample the biasing means comprises a plurality of biasing
arrangements 74, 76 located on opposite sides of the
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inlet section 44. A first biasing arrangement 74 is ar-
ranged to urge the inlet section 44 towards the rest po-
sition when it moves in angular direction R1 away from
the rest position, and a second biasing arrangement 76
is arranged to urge the inlet section 44 towards the rest
position when it moves in angular direction R2, opposite
to R1, away from the rest position.
[0033] The inlet section 44 comprises a return member
for engaging the biasing arrangements 74, 76 as the inlet
section 44 is pivoted away from the rest position. In this
example, the return member is in the form of an arm 78
connected to the curved section 52, and generally on the
opposite side of the curved section 52 to the cylindrical
section 50.
[0034] The biasing arrangements 74, 76 are located
beneath the chassis 32. The vacuum cleaner 10 includes
a chassis base plate 80 which is connected to the lower
section of the chassis 32, and the biasing arrangements
74, 76 are located within a housing 82 located between
the chassis 32 and the chassis base plate 80. During
assembly, the biasing arrangements 74, 76 are located
within the housing 82, and the housing 82 is connected
to the base plate 80. The chassis 32 is then connected
to the base plate 80, for example by means of screws or
other connectors 84 inserted through apertures in the
base plate 80. The inlet section 44 is then mounted on
the chassis 32. To engage the biasing arrangements 74,
76, the arm 78 of the inlet section 44 extends through a
curved slot 86, indicated in Figure 6(a), formed in the
chassis 32 behind the spindle 62 to enter the housing 82.
[0035] With particular reference to Figure 4, the hous-
ing 82 extends about the pivot axis P. When the inlet
section 44 is in its rest position, the arm 78 is located
centrally within the housing 82, between the biasing ar-
rangements 74, 76. Each biasing arrangement 74, 76 is
located within a respective compartment of the housing
82, between which the arm 78 is located when in its rest
position. Each biasing arrangement 74, 76 comprises a
resilient element, in this example in the form of a helical
compression spring 88, and a piston, in this example in
the form of a circular disc 90. The spring 88 urges the
disc 90 against an annular seat located at one end of the
compartment. The other end of the compartment is
closed by a closure member 92 connected to the housing
82.
[0036] When the inlet section 44 is pivoted about the
pivot axis P in the direction R1, for example, the arm 78
enters the compartment housing the biasing arrange-
ment 74. The biasing force of the spring 88 is selected
to allow the arm 78 to move within the compartment to-
wards the closure member 92, against the biasing force
of the spring 88, without the user having to apply an ex-
cessive force to the inlet section 44 using the hose and
wand assembly attached thereto. When the user relaxes
the force applied to the inlet section 44, for example when
the vacuum cleaner 10 has moved beyond an obstacle
on the floor surface, the biasing force of the spring 88
exceeds the force applied to the inlet section 44. This

causes the spring 88 to urge the disc 90 back towards
its seat, thereby returning the arm 78 automatically to its
rest position.
[0037] As mentioned above, the outlet section 46 of
the inlet duct 28 provides a static coupling between the
separating apparatus 12 and the inlet section 44 of the
inlet duct 28. The fluid inlet 56 of the outlet section 46 is
mounted on, and supported by, the annular sealing mem-
bers 58, 60 of the inlet duct 28. The outlet section 46 is
removably connected to the main body 22 of the rolling
assembly 20 to allow the outlet section 46 to be removed
from the vacuum cleaner 10 by the user to allow any
blockages within the outlet section 46 to be removed.
The removal of the outlet section 46 from the vacuum
cleaner 10 also facilitates the removal of blockages from
within the inlet section 44 of the inlet duct 28. As shown
in Figure 6(b), the outlet section 46 comprises a manually
operable, resilient catch 100 which extends upwardly
from a rear surface of the outlet section 46. The catch
100 engages a catch face 102 located on the main body
22 of the rolling assembly 20, or alternatively on the chas-
sis 32, to retain the outlet section 46 on the main body
22. To remove the outlet section 46, the user pulls the
catch 100 away from the catch face 102 and lifts the outlet
section 46 away from the inlet section 44.
[0038] The vacuum cleaner 10 comprises a support
104 for supporting the separating apparatus 12. The sup-
port 104 is connected to, and in this example is integral
with, part of the main body 22 of the rolling assembly 20.
The support 104 extends forwardly from the main body
22 so as to extend over the inlet section 44 of the inlet
duct 28. The main body 22, and therefore the support
104, is formed from a relatively rigid material, preferably
a plastics material, so that, when the separating appara-
tus is mounted on the support 104, the support 104 does
not deform to such an extent as to engage the upper
surface of the inlet section 44, and thereby interfere with
the pivoting movement of the inlet section 44 relative to
the chassis 32. The end of the support 104 which is re-
mote from the main body 22 comprises a spigot 106
which extends upwardly therefrom for location within a
recess (not shown) formed in the base 18 of the outer
bin 14. The location of the spigot 106 within the recess
ensures correct angular alignment of the separating ap-
paratus 12 relative to the support 104 when it is mounted
on the support 104, so that a fluid inlet 108 of the sepa-
rating apparatus 12 is located over and against a fluid
outlet 110 of the outlet section 46. The outlet section 46
is provided with a flexible annular seal surrounding the
fluid outlet 110 for forming an air tight seal against the
periphery of the fluid inlet 108 of the separating apparatus
12.
[0039] When the separating apparatus 12 is mounted
on the support 104, the longitudinal axis of the outer bin
14 is inclined to the pivot axis P, in this example by an
angle in the range from 30 to 40°. The outer wall 16 of
the outer bin 14 is supported by a pair of resilient supports
112 mounted on the main body 22 of the rolling assembly
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20.
[0040] To provide the vacuum cleaner 10 with a com-
pact appearance, the main body 22 and the support 104
together define a sleeve 114 through which the inlet duct
28 extends. The longitudinal axis of the sleeve 114 is co-
linear with the pivot axis P of the inlet section 44. The
inlet section 44 and the outlet section 46 of the inlet duct
28 are located on opposite sides of the sleeve 114. The
sleeve 114 thus surrounds the fluid outlet 54 of the inlet
section 44, the fluid inlet 56 of the outlet section 56, and
the annular sealing members 58, 60. The inner surface
of the sleeve 114 comprises a recess 116 for receiving
a detent 118 located on the outer surface of the outlet
section 46 when the outlet section 46 is mounted on the
main body 22. The recess 116 has substantially the same
profile as the detent 118 to inhibit rotation of the outlet
section 46 relative to the sleeve 114, and therefore rel-
ative to the separating apparatus 12 and the main body
22, as the inlet section 44 pivots about the pivot axis P.
[0041] The separating apparatus 12 is illustrated in Fig-
ures 7(a) and 7(b). The specific overall shape of the sep-
arating apparatus 12 can be varied according to the size
and type of vacuum cleaner in which the separating ap-
paratus 12 is to be used. For example, the overall length
of the separating apparatus 12 can be increased or de-
creased with respect to the diameter of the apparatus,
or the shape of the base 18 can be altered.
[0042] As mentioned above, the separating apparatus
12 comprises an outer bin 14 which has an outer wall 16
which is substantially cylindrical in shape. The lower end
of the outer bin 14 is closed by a base 18 which is pivot-
ably attached to the outer wall 16 by means of a pivot
120 and held in a closed position by a catch (not shown)
which engages a groove located on the outer wall 16. In
the closed position, the base 18 is sealed against the
lower end of the outer wall 16. The catch is resiliently
deformable so that, in the event that downward pressure
is applied to the uppermost portion of the catch, the catch
will move away from the groove and become disengaged
therefrom. In this event, the base 18 will drop away from
the outer wall 16.
[0043] With particular reference to Figure 7(b), the sep-
arating apparatus 12 further comprises a dust collector
122 located within the outer bin 14. The dust collector
122 has a generally cylindrical outer wall 124, and a gen-
erally cylindrical inner wall 126 connected to the outer
wall 124 at the upper end of the dust collector 122, and
a base 128 which closes the lower end of the inner wall
126. The outer wall 124 of the dust collector 122 is located
radially inwardly of the outer wall 16 and spaced there-
from so as to form an annular chamber 130 therebe-
tween. The outer wall 124 of the dust collector 122 meets
the base 18 (when the base 18 is in the closed position)
and is sealed against an annular sealing member 132
carried by the base 18. The fluid inlet 108 is arranged
tangentially to the outer bin 14 (as shown in Figure 6(a))
so as to ensure that incoming dirty fluid is forced to follow
a helical path around the annular chamber 124.

[0044] A fluid outlet from the annular chamber 130 is
provided in the form of a perforated shroud. The shroud
has an upper section 134 formed in a frusto-conical
shape, a cylindrical section 136 and a skirt 138 depending
therefrom. A large number of apertures are formed in the
cylindrical section 136. The skirt 138 tapers outwardly
from the cylindrical section 136 in a direction towards the
outer wall 16.
[0045] The upper section 134 of the shroud is connect-
ed to a cyclone pack 140. The cyclone pack 140 is mount-
ed on the upper end of the dust collector 122, and com-
prises a circumferential flange 142 for engaging the up-
per end of the outer bin 14. The cyclone pack 140 carries
an annular seal 144 for sealing against the outer wall 16
adjacent the upper end of the outer bin 14.
[0046] The cyclone pack 140 comprises an annular ar-
ray of cyclones 146. The cyclones 146 are arranged in
parallel. In the preferred embodiment there are twelve
cyclones 146 for this bin diameter arranged in a ring
which is centred on a longitudinal axis of the outer bin
14. Each cyclone 146 has an axis which is inclined down-
wardly and towards the longitudinal axis. The twelve cy-
clones 146 can be considered to form a second cyclonic
separating unit, with the annular chamber 130 forming
the first cyclonic separating unit. In the second cyclonic
separating unit, each cyclone 146 has a smaller diameter
than the annular chamber 124 and so the second cyclonic
separating unit is capable of separating finer dirt and dust
particles than the first cyclonic separating unit. It also has
the added advantage of being challenged with a fluid flow
which has already been cleaned by the first cyclonic sep-
arating unit and so the quantity and average size of en-
trained particles is smaller than would otherwise have
been the case. The separation efficiency of the second
cyclonic separating unit is higher than that of the first
cyclonic separating unit.
[0047] Each cyclone 146 is identical to the other cy-
clones 146, and comprises a cylindrical upper portion
having a tangential inlet 148 and a tapering portion de-
pending from the upper portion. The tapering portion of
each cyclone 146 is frusto-conical in shape and termi-
nates in a cone opening 150. Each tapering portion pro-
trudes through an aperture formed in the upper end of
the dust collector 122 so that the cone opening 150 is
located in a chamber 152 located between the outer wall
124 and the inner wall 126 of the dust collector 122.
[0048] The inner wall 126 and the base 128 of the dust
collector 122 form a lower section of a filter housing 154.
An upper section of the filter housing 154 is provided by
a generally annular filter housing member 156 mounted
on the upper end of the dust collector 122, and which
forms a generally continuous inner wall of the filter hous-
ing 154 with the inner wall 126 of the dust collector 122.
The cyclone pack 140 surrounds the filter housing mem-
ber 156 and defines with the filter housing member 156
a plenum chamber 158 for conveying fluid which has
passed through the apertures in the shroud to the inlets
148 of the cyclones 146.
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[0049] The open upper ends of the cyclones 146 are
closed by an annular exhaust manifold. The exhaust
manifold comprises an upper section 160 and a lower
section 162. An apertured sealing member 163 may be
provided between the cyclone pack 140 and the lower
section 162 of the exhaust manifold. The lower section
162 of the exhaust manifold comprises a vortex finder
164 to allow fluid to exit the cyclone 146. Each vortex
finder 164 communicates with a manifold finger 166 de-
fined between the upper and lower sections 160, 162 of
the exhaust manifold. Each manifold finger 166 is a gen-
erally inverted U- shape and extends from the upper end
of a respective cyclone 146 to a generally cylindrical ex-
haust manifold wall 168 formed in the upper section 160
of the exhaust manifold. The wall 168 comprises a plu-
rality of apertures 170 each for receiving fluid from a re-
spective one of the manifold fingers 166. The wall 168
extends about a bore which is generally co-axial with the
outer wall 16.
[0050] The apertures 170 convey fluid into the filter
housing 154. A filter assembly 180 is located within the
filter housing 154. The filter assembly 180 is inserted into
the filter housing 154 through the bore of the upper sec-
tion 162 of the exhaust manifold. The filter assembly 180
comprises a body 182 and a filter 184 mounted on the
filter body 182. The filter body 182 is preferably a single-
piece item, preferably moulded from plastics material,
but alternatively the filter body 182 may formed from a
plurality of components connected together. The filter
body 182 is generally tubular in shape, and comprises
an annular body 186, a set of radially extending elongate
spokes 188 connected to the inner surface of the body
186 and depending therefrom. A set of elongate fins 190
is connected between the spokes 188 so that each fin
190 is located between adjacent spokes 188. The fins
190 are connected to the spokes 188 by connectors 192.
The spokes 188 and the fins 190 together provide a sup-
port for supporting the filter 184.
[0051] The filter 184 is in the form of a sock filter which
extends about the spokes 188 and the fins 190 of the
filter body 182. The upper end of the filter 184 comprises
a collar 194, which is retained within an annular groove
formed in the filter body 182. The lower end of the filter
184 comprises a base or end cap 196 for closing the
lower end of the filter 184 for ease of insertion of the filter
assembly 180 into the filter housing 154.
[0052] The filter 184 further comprises a plurality of
tubular filter members of varying levels of filtration for
removing dust and other particulates from the fluid flow
passing through the filter housing 154. The filter member
having the finest level of filtration is preferably has the
largest surface area. Each filter member of the filter as-
sembly 180 is manufactured with a rectangular or taper-
ing shape. The filter members are then joined and se-
cured together along their longest edge by stitching, glu-
ing or other suitable technique so as to form a tubular
length of filter material having a substantially open cylin-
drical shape. An upper end of each cylindrical filter mem-

ber is then attached to the collar 194, while a lower end
of each filter member is attached to the end cap 196, for
example by over-moulding the material of the collar 194
and the end cap 196 during manufacture of the filter as-
sembly 180. Alternative manufacturing techniques for at-
taching the filter members include gluing, and spin-cast-
ing polyurethane around the upper and lower ends of the
filter members. In this way the filter members are encap-
sulated by polyurethane during the manufacturing proc-
ess to produce a sealed arrangement which is capable
of withstanding manipulation and handling by a user. The
filter body 182 comprises an annular sealing member
198 for engaging the air inlet 200 of the outlet duct 30.
With reference to Figures 1 and 2(a), in this example the
air inlet 200 of the outlet duct 30 is generally dome-
shaped, and enters the filter assembly 180 through the
open upper end 202 of the filter body 182 to engage the
sealing member 198 and form an air-tight seal therewith.
The sealing member 198 may be overmoulded with the
filter body 182 during assembly, or otherwise attached
to the filter body 182. Alternatively, the sealing member
198 may be integral with the filter body 182.
[0053] The outlet duct 30 is generally in the form of a
curved arm extending between the separating apparatus
12 and the rolling assembly 20. The outlet duct 30 is
moveable relative to the separating apparatus 12 to allow
the separating apparatus 12 to be removed from the vac-
uum cleaner 10, and to allow the filter assembly 180 to
be removed from the filter housing 154 of the separating
apparatus 12. The end of the tube outlet duct 30 which
is remote from the air inlet 200 of the outlet duct 30 is
pivotably connected to the main body 22 of the rolling
assembly 20 to enable the outlet duct 30 to be moved
between a lowered position in which the outlet duct 30
is in fluid communication with the separating apparatus
12, and a raised position which allows the separating
apparatus 12 to be removed from the vacuum cleaner 10.
[0054] The outlet duct 30 is biased towards the raised
position by a resilient member (not shown) located in the
main body 22. The main body 22 comprises a biased
catch 204 for retaining the outlet duct 30 in the lowered
position against the force of the resilient member, and a
catch release button 206. The outlet duct 30 comprises
a handle 208 to allow the vacuum cleaner 10 to be carried
by the user when the outlet duct 30 is retained in its low-
ered position. Alternatively, the outlet duct 30 may be
used to carry the vacuum cleaner 10. The catch 204 is
arranged to co-operate with a finger 210 connected to
outlet duct 30 to retain the outlet duct in its lowered po-
sition. Depression of the catch release button 206 causes
the catch 204 to move away from the finger 210, against
the biasing force applied to the catch 204, allowing the
resilient member to move the outlet duct 30 to its raised
position.
[0055] The rolling assembly 20 will now be described
with reference to Figures 6(a) and 8. The rolling assembly
20 comprises a main body 22 and two curved wheels 24,
26 rotatably connected to the main body 22 for engaging
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a floor surface. In this embodiment the main body 22 and
the wheels 24, 26 define a substantially spherical rolling
assembly 20. In this example, the main body 20 compris-
es an upper section 212 and a lower section 214 con-
nected to the upper section 212. The support 106 is in-
tegral with the upper section 212, whereas the chassis
32 is integral with the lower section 214. The wheel 24
is mounted on an axle 216 connected to the lower section
214 of the body 22, whereas the wheel 26 is mounted on
an axle 218 connected to the upper section 212 of the
body 22. The axles 216, 218 are arranged so that the
rotational axes of the wheels 24, 26 are inclined upwardly
towards the main body 22 with respect to a floor surface
upon which the vacuum cleaner 10 is located so that the
rims of the wheels 24, 26 engage the floor surface. The
angle of the inclination of the rotational axes of the wheels
24, 26 is preferably in the range from 4 to 15°, more pref-
erably in the range from 5 to 10° to minimise point contact
with a floor surface.
[0056] Each of the wheels 24, 26 of the rolling assem-
bly 20 is generally dome-shaped. Each wheel 24, 26 com-
prises an outer wheel member 220 and an inner wheel
member 222 connected to the outer member 220 about
the periphery thereof. The outer wheel member 220 and
the inner wheel member 222 are preferably connected
together using a spin welding technique. A plurality of
annular connections is preferably made between the
wheel members 220, 222. In this example, the wheel
members 220, 222 are joined together at three different
positions P1, P2 and P3, each of which is illustrated in
Figure 8. Position P1 is located at or towards the outer
rims of the wheel members 220, 222, position P3 is lo-
cated at or towards the centre of the wheel members
220, 222, and position P2 is located generally midway
between positions P1 and P3. The inner surface of the
outer wheel member 220 and the outer surface of the
inner wheel member 222 comprise interengaging fea-
tures located at each of these positions. For example,
one of the wheel members 220, 222 may comprises a
series of circular grooves each for received a respective
raised circular bands formed on the other wheel member
220, 222 The wheel members 220, 222 are formed from
a relatively stiff material, preferably from a plastics ma-
terial. For example, each of the wheels members 220,
222 is preferably formed from a glass-filled polypropyl-
ene, preferably a 30% glass-filled polypropylene. Alter-
natively, the wheels members 220, 222 may be formed
from different plastics material. For example, the outer
wheel member 220 may be formed from a 20% glass-
filled polypropylene.
[0057] The inner wheel member 222 is shaped so as
to maintain the outer wheel member 220 in a state of
tension. This can make the outer surface of the wheels
24, 26 relatively stiff, thereby making the wheels 24, 26
less prone to deformation, for example due to impact with
objects during a cleaning process.
[0058] The inner wheel member 222 comprises an an-
nular bearing arrangement 224 for rotatably supporting

the wheel 24, 26 on its axle 216, 218. During assembly,
the wheels 24, 26 are located over their respective axles
216, 218, and a fastener 226 is connected over the bear-
ing arrangement 224 to retain the wheel 24, 26 on its
axle 216, 218.
[0059] The rolling assembly 20 houses a motor-driven
fan unit 228, a cable rewind assembly 230 for retracting
and storing within the main body 22 a portion of an elec-
trical cable (not shown) terminating in a plug 232 provid-
ing electrical power to, inter alia, the motor of the fan unit
228, and at least one filter assembly 234. The fan unit
228 comprises a motor, and an impeller driven by the
motor to drawn the dirt-bearing fluid flow into and through
the vacuum cleaner 10. The fan unit 228 is housed in a
motor bucket 236. The motor bucket 236 is connected
to the lower section 214 of the main body 22 so that the
fan unit 228 does not rotate as the vacuum cleaner 10 is
manoeuvred over a floor surface. In this example, the
filter assembly 234 is located downstream of the fan unit
228. The filter assembly 234 is cuff shaped and located
around a part of the motor bucket 236. A plurality of per-
forations is formed in a portion of the motor bucket 236
which is surrounded by the filter assembly 234 to allow
air to pass from the motor bucker 236 to the filter assem-
bly 234.
[0060] The filter assembly 234 may be periodically re-
moved from the rolling assembly 20 to allow the filter
assembly 234 to be cleaned. The filter assembly 234 is
accessed by removing the wheel 26 of the rolling assem-
bly 20. This wheel 26 may be removed, for example, by
the user first removing the fastener 226, and then pulling
the wheel 26 from the axle 218. The filter assembly 234
may then be removed from the rolling assembly 20 by
depressing a catch connecting the filter assembly 234 to
the motor bucket 236, and pulling the filter assembly 234
from the rolling assembly 20.
[0061] The main body 22 of the rolling assembly 20
further comprises a motor inlet duct 238 for conveying a
fluid flow received from the outlet duct 30 to the motor
bucket 236. The motor inlet duct 238 is connected to the
upper section 212 of the body 22 of the rolling assembly
20, and has a fluid inlet 240 and a fluid outlet 242. The
cable rewind assembly 230 is mounted on the side of the
motor inlet duct 238 which is opposite to the fluid outlet
242. An annular seal 244 may be provided between the
motor bucket 236 and the motor inlet duct 238. The fan
unit 228 comprises a series of exhaust ducts 246 located
around the outer circumference of the fan unit 228. In the
preferred embodiment a plurality of exhaust apertures
246 are arranged around the fan unit 228 and provide
communication between the fan unit 228 and the motor
bucket 236.
[0062] The main body 22 further comprises an air ex-
haust port for exhausting cleaned air from the vacuum
cleaner 10. The exhaust port is formed towards the rear
of the main body 22. In the preferred embodiment the
exhaust port comprises a number of orifices 248 located
in a lower section 214 of the main body 22, and which
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are located so as to present minimum environmental tur-
bulence outside of the vacuum cleaner 10.
[0063] A first user-operable switch 250 is provided on
the main body and is arranged so that, when it is de-
pressed, the fan unit 228 is energised. The fan unit 228
may also be de-energised by depressing this first switch
250. A second user-operable switch 252 is provided ad-
jacent the first switch 250. The second switch 252 ena-
bles a user to activate the cable rewind assembly 230.
Circuitry 254 for driving the fan unit 228, cable rewind
assembly 230 and other auxiliary components of the vac-
uum cleaner 10 is also housed within the rolling assembly
20.
[0064] In use, the fan unit 228 is activated by the user
pressing the switch 250, and a dirt-bearing fluid flow is
drawn into the vacuum cleaner 10 through the suction
opening in the cleaner head. The dirt-bearing air passes
through the hose and wand assembly, and enters the
inlet duct 28. The dirt-bearing air passes through the inlet
duct 28 and enters the dirty air inlet 108 of the separating
apparatus 12. Due to the tangential arrangement of the
dirty air inlet 108, the fluid flow follows a helical path rel-
ative to the outer wall 16. Larger dirt and dust particles
are deposited by cyclonic action in the annular chamber
130 and collected therein.
[0065] The partially-cleaned fluid flow exits the annular
chamber 130 via the apertures in the shroud and enters
the plenum chamber 158. From there, the fluid flow enters
the twelve cyclones 146, wherein further cyclonic sepa-
ration removes some of the dirt and dust still entrained
within the fluid flow. This dirt and dust is deposited in the
dust collector 122 while the cleaned air exits the cyclones
146 via the vortex finders 164 and enters the manifold
fingers 166. The fluid flow then passes into the filter hous-
ing 154 through the apertures 170. Within the filter hous-
ing 154, the air flow flows through the filter 184 of the
filter assembly 180. The support provided by the spokes
188 and fins 190 of the filter body 182 prevents the filter
184 from collapsing as the air flow passes through the
filter 184. The air flow subsequently passes axially
through the filter body 182 to be exhausted through the
air outlet 202 of the filter assembly 180 and into the dome-
shaped air inlet 200 of the outlet duct 30.
[0066] The air flow passes through the outlet duct 30,
and enters the main body 22 of the rolling assembly 20
through the fluid inlet 240 of the motor inlet duct 238. The
motor inlet duct 238 guides the fluid flow into the fan unit
228. The fluid flow is subsequently exhausted through
the exhaust apertures 246 in the side of the fan unit 228
and into the motor bucket 236. The fluid flow leaves the
motor bucket 236 through the perforations and passes
through the filter assembly 234. Finally the fluid flow fol-
lows the curvature of the main body 22 to the orifices 248
in the main body 22, from which the cleaned fluid flow is
ejected from the vacuum cleaner 10.
[0067] Through use, the filter assembly 180 can be-
come clogged, causing a reduction in the filtration effi-
ciency, and so the filter assembly 180 will require periodic

cleaning or replacement. In the preferred embodiment
the filter assembly 180 is capable of being cleaned by
washing. The filter assembly 180 can be accessed by
the user for cleaning when the outlet duct 30 is in its
raised position. The user removes the filter assembly 180
from the separating apparatus 12 by gripping one of the
spokes 188 of the filter body 182, and pulling the filter
assembly 180 from the filter housing 154. The filter as-
sembly 180 can be washed by rinsing under a household
tap and allowed to dry. The filter assembly 180 is then
re-inserted into the filter housing 154 of the separating
apparatus 12, the outlet duct 30 is moved to its lowered
position and use of the vacuum cleaner 10 can continue.
[0068] When the outlet duct 30 is in its raised position,
the separating apparatus 12 may be removed from the
vacuum cleaner 10 for emptying and cleaning. The sep-
arating apparatus 12 comprises a handle 250 for facili-
tating the removal of the separating apparatus 12 from
the vacuum cleaner 10. The handle 250 is connected to
the upper section 160 of the exhaust manifold 122, for
example by a screw or a snap-fit connection. To empty
the separating apparatus 12, the user depresses a button
252 located on the upper section 160 of the exhaust man-
ifold for actuating a mechanism for applying a downward
pressure to the uppermost portion of the catch on the
base 18. This causes the catch to deform and disengage
from the groove located on the outer wall 16 of the outer
bin 14. This enables the base 18 to move away from the
outer wall 16 to allow dirt and dust that has been collected
in the separating apparatus 12 to be emptied into a dust-
bin or other receptacle. The mechanism for applying the
force to the catch preferably comprises a series of push
rods which are moved towards the catch in response to
the depression of the button 252. The arrangement of
push rods allows the outer bin 14 to be separated from
the cyclone pack 140.

Claims

1. A cleaning appliance (10) of the cylinder type com-
prising:

separating apparatus (12) for separating dirt
from a dirt-bearing fluid flow;
a floor engaging rolling assembly (20) compris-
ing means for drawing the fluid flow through the
separating apparatus;
a chassis (32) connected to the rolling assembly
(20); and
a duct (28) comprising an outlet section (46) re-
leasably connected to the rolling assembly for
conveying the fluid flow to the separating appa-
ratus, and an inlet section (44) connected to the
chassis for pivoting movement relative to the
outlet section and the chassis.

2. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 1, wherein
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the rolling assembly comprises a main body con-
nected to the chassis, and a plurality of floor engag-
ing rolling elements.

3. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the main body and the rolling elements together de-
fine a substantially spherical rolling assembly.

4. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 2 or claim
3, wherein each of the plurality of rolling elements
has an outer surface of substantially spherical cur-
vature.

5. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of claims 2
to 4, wherein the rotational axes of the rolling ele-
ments are inclined upwardly towards the main body
with respect to a floor surface upon which the clean-
ing appliance is located.

6. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of claims 2
to 5, wherein the outlet section of the duct is releas-
ably connected to the main body of the rolling as-
sembly.

7. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of claims 2
to 6, wherein the outlet section of the duct comprises
a manually operable catch for releasably engaging
the main body of the rolling assembly.

8. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the separating apparatus
comprises cyclonic separating apparatus.

9. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of the pre-
ceding claims, comprising a support for supporting
the separating apparatus.

10. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 9, wherein
the support comprises a spigot locatable within a re-
cess formed in a base member of the separating
apparatus.

11. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 9 or claim
10, wherein the duct passes through a sleeve located
between the support and the main body.

12. A cleaning appliance as claimed in claim 11, wherein
the inlet section is located on the opposite side of
the sleeve to the outlet section.

13. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of claims 9
to 12, wherein the inlet section of the duct extends
beneath the support.

14. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the outlet section of the duct
is shaped to change the direction in which air passes
therethrough.

15. A cleaning appliance as claimed in any of the pre-
ceding claims, comprising a plurality of floor engag-
ing support members connected to the chassis for
supporting the rolling assembly as it is manoeuvred
over a floor surface.

Patentansprüche

1. Reinigungsvorrichtung (10) des Zylindertyps, um-
fassend:

Abscheidvorrichtung (112) zum Abscheiden
von Schmutz von einem schmutzführenden Flu-
idstrom,
eine am Boden angreifende rollende Anordnung
(20), die ein Mittel zum Saugen des Fluidstroms
durch die Abscheidvorrichtung aufweist,
einen Rahmen (32), der mit der rollenden An-
ordnung (20) verbunden ist, und
einen Kanal (28), der einen Auslassabschnitt
(46), der auslösbar mit der rollenden Anordnung
verbunden ist, zum Leiten des Fluidstroms zu
der Abscheidevorrichtung und einen Einlassab-
schnitt (44), der relativ zum Auslassabschnitt
und dem Rahmen schwenkfähig mit dem Rah-
men verbunden ist, aufweist.

2. Eine Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die rollende Anordnung einen mit dem Rahmen ver-
bundenen Hauptkörper und mehrere am Boden an-
greifende Rollelemente aufweist.

3. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der
Hauptkörper und die Rollelemente zusammen eine
im Wesentlichen sphärische rollende Anordnung de-
finieren.

4. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2 oder An-
spruch 3, wobei die mehreren Rollelemente jeweils
eine Außenfläche mit im Wesentlichen sphärischer
Krümmung haben.

5. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche
2 bis 4, wobei die Drehachsen der Rollelemente im
Verhältnis zu einer Bodenfläche, auf der die Reini-
gungsvorrichtung liegt, nach oben zum Hauptkörper
hin geneigt sind.

6. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche
2 bis 5, wobei der Auslassabschnitt des Kanals mit
dem Hauptkörper der Rollanordnung auslösbar ver-
bunden ist.

7. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche
2 bis 6, wobei der Auslassabschnitt des Kanals eine
von Hand betätigbare Arretierung für auslösbaren
Eingriff mit dem Hauptkörper der rollenden Anord-
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nung aufweist.

8. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, wobei die Abscheidevorrichtung
eine Zyklonabscheidevorrichtung umfasst.

9. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, die einen Träger zum Tragen
der Abscheidevorrichtung aufweist.

10. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei der
Träger eine Zapfen aufweiset, der in einer Ausspa-
rung einrastbar ist, die in einem Basiselement der
Abscheidvorrichtung ausgebildet ist.

11. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 9 oder An-
spruch 10, wobei der Kanal durch eine zwischen
dem Träger und dem Hauptkörper befindliche Hülse
verläuft.

12. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 11, wobei
sich der Einlassabschnitt an der dem Auslassab-
schnitt entgegengesetzten Seite der Hülse befindet.

13. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem Ansprüche 9 bis
12, wobei der Einlassabschnitt des Kanals unter dem
Träger verläuft.

14. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, wobei der Auslassabschnitt des
Kanals zum Ändern der Richtung, in welcher Luft
durch ihn hindurchströmt, gestaltet ist.

15. Reinigungsvorrichtung nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, die mehrere am Boden angrei-
fende Unterstützungselemente aufweist, die zur Un-
terstützung der rollenden Anordnung beim Führen
über eine Bodenfläche mit dem Rahmen verbunden
sind.

Revendications

1. Appareil de nettoyage (10) du type à cylindre
comprenant :

un appareil de séparation (12) pour séparer la
saleté d’un écoulement de fluide comportant de
la saleté ;
un ensemble roulant de mise en prise avec le
sol (20) comprenant des moyens pour aspirer
l’écoulement de fluide à travers l’appareil de
séparation ;
un châssis (32) connecté à l’ensemble roulant
(20) ; et
un conduit (28) comprenant une section de sor-
tie (46) connectée de manière amovible à l’en-
semble roulant pour transporter l’écoulement de

fluide vers l’appareil de séparation, et une sec-
tion d’entrée (44) connectée au châssis pour un
mouvement pivotant par rapport à la section de
sortie et au châssis.

2. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 1, où l’ensemble roulant comprend un
corps principal connecté au châssis, et une pluralité
d’éléments roulants de mise en prise avec le sol.

3. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 2, où le corps principal et les éléments
roulants définissent ensemble un ensemble roulant
substantiellement sphérique.

4. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 2 ou la revendication 3, où chacun de
la pluralité d’éléments roulants a une surface externe
d’une courbure substantiellement sphérique.

5. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications 2 à 4, où les axes
de rotation des éléments roulants sont inclinés vers
le haut en direction du corps principal par rapport à
une surface au sol sur laquelle l’appareil de nettoya-
ge est situé.

6. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications 2 à 5, où la section
de sortie du conduit est connectée de manière amo-
vible au corps principal de l’ensemble roulant.

7. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications 2 à 6, où la section
de sortie du conduit comprend un encliquetage pou-
vant être actionné manuellement pour mettre en pri-
se de manière amovible le corps principal de l’en-
semble roulant.

8. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, où
l’appareil de séparation comprend un appareil de sé-
paration cyclonique.

9. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, com-
prenant un support pour supporter l’appareil de sé-
paration.

10. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 9, où le support comprend un ergot
localisable dans un retrait formé dans un élément de
base de l’appareil de séparation.

11. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 9 ou la revendication 10, où le conduit
passe à travers un manchon situé entre le support
et le corps principal.
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12. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans la
revendication 11, où la section d’entrée est située
sur le côté opposé du manchon par rapport à la sec-
tion de sortie.

13. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications 9 à 12, où la section
d’entrée du conduit s’étend sous le support.

14. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, où la
section de sortie du conduit est de forme à modifier
la direction dans laquelle l’air la traverse.

15. Appareil de nettoyage tel que revendiqué dans une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, com-
prenant une pluralité d’éléments de support de mise
en prise avec le sol connectés au châssis pour sup-
porter l’ensemble roulant tandis qu’il est manoeuvré
au-dessus d’une surface au sol.
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