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(54) DIGITAL PROTECTION CONTROL DEVICE

(57) In this digital protection control device, a plurality
of A/D conversion units convert an analog signal from a
power system to a digital value. A reference signal im-
parting unit superimposes a reference signal onto the
analog signal which is input to the plurality of A/D con-
version units. A reference signal extraction unit extracts
a component of the reference signal superimposed by
the reference signal imparting unit from the digital value
output from one or more A/D conversion units to be con-
nected among the plurality of A/D conversion units, said
one or more A/D conversion units to be connected re-
ceiving a signal onto which the reference signal is super-

imposed by the reference signal imparting unit. A first
determination unit determines, on the basis of the extrac-
tion result, whether or not an abnormality has occurred
in at least one of the A/D conversion units to be connected
and an upstream circuit thereof. A second determination
unit relatively compares the digital values output from the
plurality of A/D conversion units and determines whether
or not an abnormality has occurred in the plurality of A/D
conversion units.
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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] Embodiments of the present invention relate to
a digital protection control device.

[Background Art]

[0002] In a plant of a power system that manages a
state quantity which is available every moment such as
an amount of electric energy, a control system including
a plurality of digital protection control devices is widely
operated. A digital protection control device acquires var-
iation states of a plurality of facility devices that configure
a plant and abnormal states such as problems that have
occurred in the plurality of facility devices and performs
stabilization control and system protection control.
[0003] In relation to the protection control system de-
scribed above, a monitoring control device that controls
a digital relay protecting a power system and performs
control of a connection configuration and the like of the
power system by detecting a problem (system problem)
that has occurred in each of facility devices (a power
transmission line, a transformer, and the like) of the pow-
er system and separating problem occurrence parts from
the power system is used. Such facility devices, for ex-
ample, receive analog state quantities of currents and
voltages of the power system as inputs and perform var-
ious digital calculation processes on the basis of digital
values into which the analog state quantities are convert-
ed through analog/digital conversion (hereinafter re-
ferred to as A/D conversion). As a system that receives
analog signal quantities as inputs and performs various
calculations, various devices such as a fault point eval-
uating device (a fault locator) that evaluates the position
of a problem point on a power transmission line with a
high accuracy, a system analyzing device (an oscillo-
scope device) that performs disturbance recording at the
time of occurrence of a problem or the like, and a meas-
urement device relating to power quality such as harmon-
ics and an instantaneous drop are installed in addition to
those described above. Here, an instantaneous drop is
a phenomenon of a voltage instantaneously dropping
due to lightning striking a power transmission line and
the like.
[0004] In recent years, there also have been systems
in which an A/D converter and a part performing a pro-
tection control calculation process are divided among
separate devices when installed. The configuration of the
A/D converter and a monitoring method in such protec-
tion control systems will be described here. As an exam-
ple of a conventional configuration of an A/D converter,
there is a method of sequentially inputting signals of a
plurality of analog signal channels to one A/D converter
using a multiplexer and performing A/D conversion.
[0005] As a method of monitoring deterioration of A/D
conversion accuracy, there is a method in which a known

reference DC voltage is input to an A/D converter, and a
result of the conversion is checked. In addition, as a meth-
od for monitoring deterioration of characteristics of an
analog filter, there is a method in which a harmonic signal
is applied to the analog filter, and a result of the A/D
conversion thereof is checked.
[0006] Conventionally, in order to monitor A/D conver-
sion accuracy, for example, a known reference DC volt-
age is input to an A/D converter in a state in which an
analog signal is separated, and it is checked whether or
not a conversion value is correct. However, in this sys-
tem, an analog signal is interrupted in accordance with
conversion of an input, and thus, by using an A/D con-
version system of a type in which a result having high
accuracy is acquired by continuously sampling an analog
signal at a high speed or oversampling an analog signal,
there is a possibility of a correct result of A/D conversion
being unable to be acquired. The reason for this is that,
in a case in which an input of the A/D converter is switched
to a reference DC voltage side, a time longer than a period
of high-speed sampling is required for the conversion,
and a part of sampling of an analog signal is missing.
The oversampling described here is a technique for ac-
quiring more input digital values than the number of out-
put digital values and generating one output digital value
from a plurality of input digital values.

[Citation List]

[Patent Literature]

[0007] [Patent Literature 1] Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application, First Publication No H04-038114.

[Non Patent Literature]

[0008] [Non-Patent Literature 1] Electric Technology
Research Association, Volume no. 50, Issue 1, Second-
generation digital relay, Chapter 4-4-1.

[Summary of Invention]

[Technical Problem]

[0009] An object to be achieved by the present inven-
tion is to provide a digital protection control device capa-
ble of monitoring a characteristic abnormality while main-
taining continuity of sampling of an analog signal.

[Solution to Problem]

[0010] A digital protection control device according to
an embodiment includes a plurality of A/D converters, a
reference signal provider, a reference signal extractor, a
first determiner, and a second determiner. Each of the
plurality of A/D converters is configured to convert an
analog signal from a power system into a digital value.
The reference signal provider is configured to superim-
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pose a reference signal on the analog signal input to the
plurality of A/D converters. The reference signal extractor
is configured to extract a component of the reference
signal superimposed by the reference signal provider or
the analog signal from a digital value output by one or
more connected A/D converters to which the signal on
which the reference signal is superimposed by the refer-
ence signal provider is input among the plurality of A/D
converters described above. The first determiner is con-
figured to determine whether or not an abnormality has
occurred in at least one of the connected A/D converters
and upstream-side circuits of the connected A/D convert-
ers on the basis of a result of the extraction of the refer-
ence signal. The second determiner is configured to de-
termine whether or not an abnormality has occurred in
the plurality of A/D converters by relatively comparing
the digital values output by the plurality of A/D converters.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0011]

Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of a
digital protection control device according to a first
embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating the configuration of
the digital protection control device according to the
first embodiment;
Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example in which
switching of an A/D converter among components
of a digital protection control device according to the
first embodiment is performed;
Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example in which
a single analog filter among components of a digital
protection control device according to a second em-
bodiment is included;
Fig. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example in which
a plurality of analog filters among components of the
digital protection control device according to the sec-
ond embodiment are included;
Fig. 6 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of a
digital protection control device according to a third
embodiment;
Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of
the digital protection control device according to the
third embodiment;
Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating transitions of each sig-
nal in a case in which a monitoring result is normal
according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating transitions of each sig-
nal in a case in which a monitoring result is abnormal
according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 10 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of
a digital protection control device according to a
fourth embodiment;
Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating transitions of each
signal in a case in which a monitoring result is normal
according to the fourth embodiment;

Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating transitions of each
signal in a case in which a monitoring result is ab-
normal according to the fourth embodiment;
Fig. 13 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of
a digital protection control device according to a fifth
embodiment;
Fig. 14 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of
a digital protection control device according to a sixth
embodiment; and
Fig. 15 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of
a digital protection control device according to a sev-
enth embodiment.

[Description of Embodiments]

[0012] Hereinafter, digital protection control devices
according to embodiments will be described with refer-
ence to the drawing.

(First embodiment)

[0013] Hereinafter, a first embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 1 is a diagram illustrating the configuration
of a digital protection control device 1 according to a first
embodiment. As illustrated in Fig. 1, the digital protection
control device 1 is connected to a power system E. The
digital protection control device 1, for example, includes
an adder 10, a reference signal provider 20, a plurality
of A/D converters 30-1, 30-2, ..., 30-N (hereinafter, N is
a natural number), a reference signal extractor 40, a first
determiner 50, and a second determiner 60. Hereinafter,
when a specific A/D converter does not need to be iden-
tified, it will be simply referred to as an A/D converter 30.
In Fig. 1, only components relating to monitoring are ex-
tracted, and a configuration in which various processes
are performed using an output of the A/D converter 30
is not illustrated. Hereinafter, this similarly applies to each
embodiment.
[0014] An analog signal is input to the adder 10 from
a power system E. Here, for example, the analog signal
is a measured value of a voltage, a current, electric pow-
er, or the like in the power system E. In addition, a refer-
ence signal is input to the adder 10 from the reference
signal provider 20. The adder 10 adds the analog signal
and the reference signal and outputs a superimposed
signal to the A/D converter 30. The A/D converter 30
converts the input superimposed signal into a digital val-
ue.
[0015] Hereinafter, the A/D converter 30 connected to
the reference signal extractor 40 will be referred to as a
connected A/D converter. In the example illustrated in
Fig. 1, the A/D converter 30-1 corresponds to the con-
nected A/D converter. The connected A/D converter out-
puts a digital value to the reference signal extractor 40.
The reference signal extractor 40 extracts a component
of a reference signal from a digital value input from the
connected A/D converter and outputs a result of the ex-
traction to the first determiner 50. For example, in a case
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in which the reference signal is a DC signal, the reference
signal extractor 40 can extract a value represented by
the reference signal by acquiring an average for a pre-
determined period. Instrument transformers (PT and CT)
disposed between the power system E and the digital
protection control device 1 have a characteristic of not
allowing a DC component of an input from the power
system E to be transmitted. For this reason, in a case in
which the reference signal is a DC signal, the reference
signal extractor 40 can extract a value represented by
the reference signal without being influenced by an input
from the power system E.
[0016] By comparing an extraction result input from the
reference signal extractor 40 with a value represented
by a known reference signal, the first determiner 50 per-
forms monitoring of accuracy of at least the connected
A/D converter. In a case in which the extraction result
input from the reference signal extractor 40 and the value
represented by the known reference signal coincide with
each other, the first determiner 50 determines that the
connected A/D converter and signal pass circuits (1) are
normal. Here, the signal pass circuits (1) represents a
circuit part which is connected to the connected A/D con-
verter and through which a signal after the reference sig-
nal is superimposed thereon by the reference signal pro-
vider 20 passes. "Coinciding" means falling within a pre-
determined range having a value represented by the
known reference signal as its center. In a case in which
the input extraction result does not coincide with the value
represented by the known reference signal, the first de-
terminer 50 determines that there is an abnormality in
the connected A/D converter or the signal pass circuits
(1).
[0017] The second determiner 60 compares digital val-
ues output by the A/D converters 30-1 to 30-N with each
other and determines whether or not there is a non-co-
incidence value. In a case in which there is a non-coin-
cidence value, the second determiner 60 determines that
there is an abnormality in the A/D converter 30 that has
output the non-coincidence value or signal pass circuits
(2). The signal pass circuits (2) described here repre-
sents a circuit part which is connected to a target A/D
converter 30 and through which a signal after superim-
position of a reference signal performed by the reference
signal provider 20 passes. Since the reference signal is
superimposed on a signal input to the A/D converter 30,
even in a case in which there is no input of an analog
signal from the power system E, the second determiner
60 can determine an abnormality of the A/D converter 30.
[0018] Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating one example of
the flow of a process executed by the digital protection
control device according to the first embodiment.
[0019] First, the reference signal provider 20 outputs
a reference signal to the adder 10 and starts superimpo-
sition of the signal (Step S1000). Next, each A/D con-
verter 30 converts the input superimposed signal into a
digital value and outputs the converted digital value (Step
S1020).

[0020] The first determiner 50 acquires a value repre-
sented by the reference signal extracted by the reference
signal extractor 40 from the digital value output by the
connected A/D converter (Step S1040). The first deter-
miner 50 determines whether or not the extraction result
coincides with the predetermined value (Step S1060) and
detects an abnormality of the connected A/D converter
that has output the reference signal or the signal pass
circuits (1) in a case in which no coincidence is deter-
mined (Step S1080). The signal pass circuits (1) is the
circuit part described above which is connected to the
connected A/D converter and through which a signal after
superimposition of the reference signal performed by the
reference signal provider 20 passes. In a case in which
an abnormality of at least one of the connected A/D con-
verter and the signal pass circuits (1) is detected, the first
determiner 50 notifies a monitoring device of the digital
protection control device 1 of the detected abnormality.
[0021] On the other hand, the second determiner 60
compares digital values output by the A/D converters 30
with each other (Step S1100). The second determiner
60 determines whether or not there is a non-coincidence
value in the digital values that have been compared with
each other (Step S1120) and detects an abnormality of
the A/D converter 30 that has output the non-coincidence
value or the signal pass circuits (2) in a case in which
there is a non-coincidence value (Step S1140). In a case
in which an abnormality of one of the A/D converter 30
or the signal pass circuits (2) is detected, the second
determiner 60 notifies a monitoring device of the digital
protection control device 1 of the detected abnormality.
In this way, the process of this flowchart ends.
[0022] A connected A/D converter connected to the
reference signal extractor 40 may not be fixed, and a
connected A/D converter may be configured to be arbi-
trarily selectable from among a plurality of A/D converters
30. Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating a view in which an A/D
converter connected to the reference signal provider 20
is switched from the A/D converter 30-1 to the A/D con-
verter 30-2 in the digital protection control device 1 ac-
cording to the first embodiment. The switching is realized
by operating a changeover switch manually or on the
basis of a signal from a control device not illustrated in
the drawing. However, during the monitoring process il-
lustrated in Fig. 2, the switching of a connected A/D con-
verter is assumed not to be performed.
[0023] By employing such a configuration, the digital
protection control device 1 can determine whether or not
an abnormality has occurred at least in the connected
A/D converter, and by comparing digital values output by
the plurality of A/D converters 30 with each other, can
determine whether or not an abnormality has occurred
in at least one of the A/D converters 30 and the signal
pass circuits (2). When such a determination is per-
formed, the function of each of the A/D converters 30
does not need to be stopped, and thus monitoring can
be performed without missing sampling of an analog sig-
nal from the power system E.
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[0024] According to the digital protection control device
1 of the first embodiment described above, by including
the first determiner 50 that determines whether or not an
abnormality has occurred in at least one of the connected
A/D converter and the signal pass circuits (1) by com-
paring an extraction result input from the reference signal
extractor 40 with a value represented by a known refer-
ence signal and the second determiner that compares
digital values output from the plurality of A/D converters
30 with each other, and in a case in which there is a non-
coincidence value, determines that there is an abnormal-
ity in at least one of the A/D converter 30 that has output
the non-coincidence value and the signal pass circuits
(2), monitoring of a characteristic abnormality can be per-
formed without interrupting sampling of an analog signal.

(Second embodiment)

[0025] Hereinafter, a second embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 4 is a configuration diagram of a digital pro-
tection control device 2 according to the second embod-
iment. The digital protection control device 2 has a con-
figuration acquired by adding an analog filter to the digital
protection control device 1 according to the first embod-
iment. As illustrated in Fig. 4, in the digital protection con-
trol device 2 connected to a power system E, compared
to the first embodiment, an analog filter 70 is disposed
between an adder 10 and A/D converters 30.
[0026] Points different from the first embodiment will
be focused on in the following description, and descrip-
tion of points common to the first embodiment will be
omitted.
[0027] The analog filter 70 is disposed between the
adder 10 and the A/D converters 30. The analog filter 70
allows components of frequency bands, which are includ-
ed in the superimposed signal, that are appropriate for
monitoring the state of the power system to pass through
it and cuts off other components.
[0028] A first determiner 50 performs determination
similar to that according to the first embodiment for a
conversion result acquired by a connected A/D converter
which has passed through the analog filter 70. In accord-
ance with this, the first determiner 50 can monitor char-
acteristic abnormalities of the connected A/D converter
and/or signal pass circuits (1) including the analog filter
70.
[0029] Fig. 5 is a configuration diagram of a digital pro-
tection control device 2A according to another aspect of
the second embodiment. As illustrated in Fig. 5, in the
digital protection control device 2A connected to a power
system E, a plurality of analog filters 70-1 to 70-N are
disposed in correspondence with a plurality of A/D con-
verters 30-1 to 30-N.
[0030] Although the configuration including the single
analog filter 70 illustrated in Fig. 4 can minimize the circuit
scale, there is a possibility of sufficient monitoring being
unable to be performed in a case in which the analog
filter 70 deteriorates. On the other hand, according to the

configuration including the plurality of analog filters 70-1
to 70-N illustrated in Fig. 5, in a case in which the char-
acteristics of the analog filters 70-1 to 70-N rapidly dete-
riorate, characteristic abnormalities can be found more
quickly.
[0031] By employing such configurations, the digital
protection control devices 2 and 2A can simultaneously
perform monitoring without missing sampling of an ana-
log signal from the power system E while determining
whether an abnormality has occurred in at least one of
the A/D converters 30 and signal pass circuits (1) which
is connected to the A/D converter 30 and through which
a signal after a reference signal has been superimposed
thereon by the reference signal provider 20 passes in a
state in which a frequency band is narrowed down to a
frequency band that is appropriate for monitoring the
power system E.
[0032] According to the digital protection control devic-
es 2 and 2A of the second embodiment described above,
similar to the first embodiment, characteristic abnormal-
ities can be monitored without interrupting sampling of
an analog signal.

(Third embodiment)

[0033] Hereinafter, a third embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 6 is a configuration diagram of a digital pro-
tection control device 3 according to the third embodi-
ment. As illustrated in Fig. 6, the digital protection control
device 3 connected to a power system E, for example,
includes adders 10-1 and 10-2, a reference signal pro-
vider 20, A/D converters 30-1 and 30-2, analog filters
70-1 and 70-2, an input converter 80, and a determiner
90. Hereinafter, when a specific analog filter does not
need to be identified, it will be simply referred to as an
analog filter 70. In this configuration, the analog filters 70
may be omitted.
[0034] An analog signal is input to the input converter
80 from the power system E. The input converter 80 out-
puts a positive-side differential output (S+) (an example
of a first differential signal) and a negative-side differen-
tial output (S-) (an example of a second differential signal)
as differential signals. The positive-side differential out-
put (S+) is input from the input converter 80 to the adder
10-1. The negative-side differential output (S-) is input
from the input converter 80 to the adder 10-2. In addition,
a reference signal (Rf) is input from the reference signal
provider 20 to each of the adders 10-1 and 10-2. The
adder 10-1 adds the positive-side differential output (S+)
and the reference signal (Rf) and outputs a positive-side
superimposed signal (S++Rf). The adder 10-2 adds the
negative-side differential output (S-) and the reference
signal (Rf) and outputs a negative-side superimposed
signal (S-+Rf). The positive-side superimposed signal
(S++Rf) is input to the analog filter 70-1. The negative-
side superimposed signal (S-+Rf) is input to the analog
filter 70-2.
[0035] The analog filter 70-1 converts the positive-side
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superimposed signal (S++Rf) into a positive-side super-
imposed/filtered signal (S++Rf#) of a frequency band that
is appropriate for monitoring and outputs the positive-
side superimposed/filtered signal (S++Rf#). The analog
filter 70-2 converts the negative-side superimposed sig-
nal (S-+Rf) into a negative-side superimposed/filtered
signal (S-+Rf#) of a frequency band that is appropriate
for monitoring and outputs the negative-side superim-
posed/filtered signal (S-+Rf#). The A/D converter 30-1
converts the input positive-side superimposed/filtered
signal (S++Rf#) into a digital value and outputs the digital
value to the determiner 90. The A/D converter 30-2 con-
verts the input negative-side superimposed/filtered sig-
nal (S-+Rf#) into a digital value and outputs the digital
value to the determiner 90. The determiner 90 extracts
components of a reference signal by performing a pre-
determined calculation for an input digital value. The de-
terminer 90 performs monitoring of A/D conversion ac-
curacy on the basis of a result of the predetermined cal-
culation. In a case in which an abnormality is detected,
the determiner 90 notifies a monitoring device of the dig-
ital protection control device, which is not illustrated in
the drawing, of the detection of the abnormality.
[0036] Fig. 7 is a diagram more specifically illustrating
a configuration relating to the input converter 80 of the
digital protection control device 3. The input converter
80, for example, includes a differential transformer such
as a transformer. The differential transformer that is the
input converter 80 converts an analog signal from the
power system E into a differential signal and outputs the
acquired differential signal. Resistance units 100-1 and
100-2 are included between the reference signal provider
20 and the analog filter 70. Hereinafter, when a specific
resistance unit does not need to be identified, it will be
simply referred to as a resistance unit 100.
[0037] Figs. 8 and 9 are diagrams illustrating a calcu-
lation method for monitoring according to the third em-
bodiment. Fig. 8 is a diagram illustrating transitions of
each signal in a case in which a characteristic abnormality
has not occurred in the A/D converter 30.
[0038] The analog signal is an AC as illustrated in Fig.
8(A), and the reference signal is a DC as illustrated in
Fig. 8(B). The positive-side superimposed signal (S++Rf)
is acquired by adding the analog signal and the reference
signal as illustrated in Fig. 8(C), and the negative-side
superimposed signal (S-+Rf) is acquired by adding an
opposite-polarity analog signal and the reference signal
as illustrated in Fig. 8(D). As illustrated in Fig. 8(E), a
positive-side A/D conversion result is acquired by con-
verting the positive-side superimposed signal (S++Rf) in-
to a digital value (it is represented using a curve in the
drawing but is actually a sequence of points for every
sampling period). As illustrated in Fig. 8(F), a negative-
side A/D conversion result is acquired by converting the
negative-side superimposed signal (S-+Rf) into a digital
value (similar to Fig. 8(E), it is actually a sequence of
points for every sampling period).
[0039] The determiner 90 can acquire an analog signal

conversion result in which a component of the reference
signal is cancelled by acquiring a difference (Fig. 8(G))
between the positive-side A/D conversion result (Fig.
8(E)) and the negative-side A/D conversion result (Fig.
8(F)). This signal can be used for sampling an analog
signal which is its original purpose. The determiner 90
acquires a determination signal in which the component
of the analog signal is cancelled by acquiring a sum (Fig.
8(H)) of the positive-side A/D conversion result (Fig. 8(E))
and the negative-side A/D conversion result (Fig. 8(F))
(an example of the predetermined calculation). In the ex-
ample illustrated in Fig. 8, the determination signal coin-
cides with a value represented by the reference signal,
and thus it is determined that the A/D converter 30 and
signal pass circuits are normal. Here, the signal pass
circuits represents a circuit part which is connected to
the A/D converter 30 and through which a signal after
superimposition of the reference signal performed by the
reference signal provider 20 passes and, for example, is
the analog filter 70.
[0040] Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating transitions of each
signal in a case in which a characteristic abnormality has
occurred in the A/D converter 30. In the example illus-
trated in Fig. 9, a sum (Fig. 9(H)) of a positive-side A/D
conversion result (Fig. 9(E)) and a negative-side A/D con-
version result (Fig. 9(F)) does not coincide with a refer-
ence signal (Fig. 9(B)), and thus it is determined that at
least one of the A/D converters 30 and signal pass circuits
is abnormal.
[0041] By employing such a configuration, the digital
protection control device 3 can simultaneously perform
monitoring without missing sampling of an analog signal
from the power system E while determining whether or
not an abnormality has occurred in at least one of the
A/D converters 30 and the signal pass circuitss by ac-
quiring a difference between digital values of A/D con-
version results output by two A/D converters 30 to which
differential signals converted from an analog signal from
the power system E are input and determining whether
the difference coincides with a known reference signal.
[0042] A case in which gains of the A/D converter 30-1
and the A/D converter 30-2 are different from each other
may be considered as well. Hereinafter, the gain of the
A/D converter 30-1 will be denoted by G-1, and the gain
of the A/D converter 30-2 will be denoted by G-2. By
acquiring a sum of a value acquired by multiplying the
positive-side A/D conversion result (Fig. 9(E)) by the gain
G-2 and a value acquired by multiplying the negative-
side A/D conversion result (Fig. 9(F)) by the gain G-1
(another example of the predetermined calculation), the
determiner 90 acquires a determination signal in which
components of the analog signal are cancelled.
[0043] In this way, the digital protection control device
4 can perform different gain adjustment for each of the
A/D converter 30-1 and the A/D converter 30-2. In this
case, the digital protection control device 4 can broaden
a dynamic range that the digital protection control device
4 can support, for example, by causing the A/D converter
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30-1 to support a small signal range and causing the
other A/D converter 30-2 to support a large signal range.
[0044] According to the digital protection control device
3 of the third embodiment described above, by perform-
ing a predetermined calculation for some or all of digital
values acquired by converting an analog signal from a
power system E into differential signals and inputting the
differential signals to two A/D converters 30 using the
input converter 80, a characteristic abnormality can be
monitored without interrupting sampling of the analog sig-
nal.

(Fourth embodiment)

[0045] Hereinafter, a fourth embodiment will be de-
scribed. As illustrated in Fig. 10, as a digital protection
control device 4 according to the fourth embodiment, the
digital protection control device 4 connected to a power
system E, for example, includes adders 10-1 and 10-2,
a reference signal provider 20, an opposite-polarity ref-
erence signal provider 20A, A/D converters 30-1 and
30-2, analog filters 70-1 and 70-2, and a determiner 90.
In this configuration, the analog filter 70 may be omitted.
[0046] An analog signal is input from the power system
E to the adders 10-1 and 10-2. In addition, a reference
signal is input to the adder 10-1 from the reference signal
provider 20, and an opposite-polarity reference signal is
input to the adder 10-2 from the opposite-polarity refer-
ence signal provider 20A. A superimposed signal ac-
quired by adding the analog signal and the reference
signal is input to the analog filter 70-1 from the adder
10-1. An opposite-polarity superimposed signal acquired
by adding the analog signal and the opposite-polarity ref-
erence signal is input to the analog filter 70-2 from the
adder 10-2. An opposite-polarity superimposed/filtered
signal acquired by converting the superimposed signal
into a frequency band that is appropriate for monitoring
is input to the A/D converter 30-1 from the analog filter
70-1. A superimposed/filtered signal acquired by con-
verting the opposite-polarity superimposed signal into a
frequency band that is appropriate for monitoring is input
to the A/D converter 30-2 from the analog filter 70-2. A
digital value acquired by converting the superimposed/fil-
tered signal is input to the determiner 90 from the A/D
converter 30-1, and a digital value acquired by converting
the opposite-polarity superimposed/filtered signal is in-
put to the determiner 90 from the A/D converter 30-2.
The determiner 90 extracts a reference signal by per-
forming a predetermined calculation for the digital value
and monitors A/D conversion accuracy. In a case in which
an abnormality is detected, the determiner 90 notifies a
monitoring device of the digital protection control device
not illustrated in the drawing of the detection of the ab-
normality.
[0047] Figs. 11 and 12 are diagrams illustrating a cal-
culation method for monitoring according to the fourth
embodiment. Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating transitions
of each signal in a case in which a characteristic abnor-

mality has not occurred in the A/D converters 30-1 and
30-2.
[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 11(A), the analog signal is
an AC, and as illustrated in Figs. 8(B) and 8(C), the ref-
erence signal is a DC. As illustrated in Fig. 11(D), an A/D
conversion result of the A/D converter 30-1 is acquired
by adding the analog signal and the reference signal, and
as illustrated in Fig. 8(E), an A/D conversion result of the
A/D converter 30-2 is acquired by adding the analog sig-
nal and the opposite-polarity reference signal. As illus-
trated in Fig. 8(F), an A/D conversion result of the A/D
converter 30-1 is acquired by converting a superimposed
signal into a digital value (it is represented using a curve
in the drawing but is actually a sequence of points for
every sampling period). As illustrated in Fig. 8(G), an A/D
conversion result of the A/D converter 30-2 is acquired
by converting an opposite-polarity superimposed signal
into a digital value (similar to Fig. 8(F), it is actually a
sequence of points for every sampling period).
[0049] The determiner 90 acquires a determination
signal in which components of an input signal from the
power system E are cancelled by acquiring a difference
(Fig. 11(H)) between the A/D conversion result (Fig.
11(E)) of the A/D converter 30-1 and the A/D conversion
result (Fig. 11(F)) of the A/D converter 30-2. In the ex-
ample illustrated in Fig. 11, the determination signal co-
incides with a value represented by the reference signal,
and thus it is determined that the A/D converter 30 and
signal pass circuits are normal. The determiner 90 can
acquire an analog signal conversion result in which a
component of the reference signal and a component of
the opposite-polarity reference signal are cancelled by
acquiring a sum (Fig. 11(I)) of the A/D conversion result
(Fig. 11(F)) of the A/D converter 30-1 and the A/D con-
version result (Fig. 11(G)) of the A/D converter 30-2. This
analog signal conversion result can be acquired as a
waveform of which amplitude is twice that of the input
signal (Fig. 11 (A)), which is the original purpose.
[0050] Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating transitions of
each signal in a case in which a characteristic abnormality
has occurred in the A/D converter 30. In the example
illustrated in Fig. 12, a difference (Fig. 12(H)) between
an A/D conversion result (Fig. 12(F)) of the A/D converter
30-1 and an A/D conversion result (Fig. 12(G)) of the A/D
converter 30-2 does not coincide with a reference signal
(Fig. 12(B)), and thus it is determined that at least the
A/D converter 30 or signal pass circuits is abnormal.
[0051] By employing such a configuration, an analog
signal from the power system E is input to two A/D con-
verters 30, a reference signal is superimposed in one
A/D converter 30, an opposite-polarity reference signal
is superimposed in the other A/D converter 30, and then
a predetermined calculation is performed for two A/D
conversion results, whereby a characteristic abnormality
can be monitored using whether or not only a component
of the reference signal can be extracted as a determina-
tion criterion.
[0052] According to the digital protection control device
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4 of the fourth embodiment described above, by perform-
ing a predetermined calculation for some or all of a digital
value of an A/D conversion result of the first A/D converter
30 in which the reference signal is superimposed and a
digital value of an A/D conversion result of the second
A/D converter 30 in which the opposite-polarity reference
signal is superimposed, a characteristic abnormality can
be monitored without interrupting sampling of an analog
signal.
[0053] When the reference signal superimposed in the
first to fourth embodiments is configured as a harmonic
signal having a frequency higher than that of the analog
signal from the power system E, a signal of a harmonic
band including the reference signal is cut off by the analog
filter 70. The determiner 90 can easily find deterioration
of the analog filter 70 by extracting a harmonic compo-
nent of an input signal, for example, using a fast Fourier
transform (FFT) process and determining whether or not
the harmonic component sufficiently attenuates.
[0054] When the reference signal superimposed in the
first to fourth embodiments is configured as a signal that
is composed of both a DC and a harmonic signal of a
frequency higher than that of an analog signal from the
power system E, by measuring the input signal for a pre-
determined period, the reference signal can be monitored
with high sensitivity without being influenced by an input
from the power system E, and deterioration of the analog
filter can be easily found.
[0055] In a case in which a harmonic signal is used as
the reference signal superimposed in the first to fourth
embodiments, the frequency is set to a frequency that is
51 times the frequency of the power system E or more.
In many cases, harmonics measurement for noise cutting
of a general power system is for harmonics of a frequency
up to 50 times the frequency of an input wave as its meas-
urement target. The reference signal is accurately meas-
ured without being influenced by noise originating from
the power system E by configuring the frequency to be
higher than 51 times the frequency of the power system
E or more. By using a high-frequency signal of a frequen-
cy equal to or higher than 51 times the frequency of the
power system E as a reference signal, an analog signal
of the power system E is accurately measured and is
output to other components without being influenced in
accordance with voltage variations of the high-frequency
signal that is the reference signal.
[0056] By configuring the reference signal superim-
posed in the first to fourth embodiments to be a signal
composed of a DC signal of which the value (voltage)
changes in a time series, even in a case in which a DC
offset of the A/D converter 30 is large, the gain of A/D
conversion can be monitored with high sensitivity without
being influenced by the DC offset. At the same time, ac-
cording to this configuration, an effect of increasing a
detection probability of a defect of a mode such that it
becomes an accuracy abnormality in a specific input
range can be expected as well.
[0057] In a case in which the reference signal super-

imposed in the first to fourth embodiments is configured
to be a low-frequency signal (not a DC) of a frequency
lower than the frequency of the power system E, high-
sensitivity monitoring can be performed without being in-
fluenced by an input from the power system E, and even
in a case in which a DC offset of the A/D converter 30
becomes larger, the gain of the A/D conversion can be
monitored with high sensitivity without being influenced
by the DC offset. The low-frequency signal is not limited
to an AC signal and may be a triangular wave or the like.
For example, a case may be assumed in which an in-
strument transformer (a PT or a CT) through which it is
difficult for a low-frequency signal to pass is mounted on
an upstream side of a reference signal provider inside a
digital protection control device. Thus, an analog signal
is input to the digital protection control device in a state
in which a low-frequency component is cut off. For this
reason, by configuring a low-frequency signal to be a
reference signal, only the reference signal can be ex-
tracted with high sensitivity by the A/D converter 30, and
as a result, high-sensitivity monitoring can be performed.

(Fifth embodiment)

[0058] Hereinafter, a fifth embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 13 is a configuration diagram of a digital
protection control device 5 according to the fifth embod-
iment. As illustrated in Fig. 13, the digital protection con-
trol device 5 connected to a power system E, for example,
includes a reference signal provider 20, A/D converters
30-1 and 30-2, a determiner 90, and multiplexers 110-1
and 110-2. Hereinafter, when a specific multiplexer does
not need to be identified, it will be simply referred to as
a multiplexer 110.
[0059] An analog signal is input to the multiplexer 110
from the power system E. In addition, a reference signal
is input to the multiplexer 110 from the reference signal
provider 20. From the multiplexer 110, one of the analog
signal and the reference signal is selectively input to the
A/D converter 30, or both the analog signal and the ref-
erence signal are input to the A/D converter 30. It is pref-
erable to perform manual switching or control such that
the analog signal is input to at least one or more A/D
converters 30. In such a case, even when a certain A/D
converter 30 receives the reference signal as an input,
the sampling of the analog signal can be configured not
to be interrupted.
[0060] Digital values that are A/D conversion results
are input to the determiner 90 from the A/D converters
30. The determiner 90 controls multiplexers 110 and rec-
ognizes the states thereof. The determiner 90 recognizes
whether a signal input from the A/D converter 30 is based
on the analog signal or is based on the reference signal
and thus outputs a signal based on the analog signal to
another component as the original A/D conversion result.
The determiner 90 monitors the soundness of the A/D
conversion circuit on the basis of whether a signal based
on the reference signal is in a predetermined range. In a
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case in which a predetermined calculation result is not
in the predetermined range, the determiner 90 detects
an abnormality and notifies a monitoring device of the
digital protection control device which is not illustrated in
the drawing.
[0061] The determiner 90 can connect the analog sig-
nal to all the A/D converters 30. The determiner 90 com-
pares analog signal conversion results of the A/D con-
verters 30 with each other and, in a case in which there
is a difference between two A/D conversion results (in a
case in which there is a non-coincidence value), can de-
tect in an early stage that there is a defect in at least one
of the A/D converters 30.
[0062] By employing such a configuration, an abnor-
mality of the A/D converters 30 can be monitored while
the sampling of an analog signal is continued by selec-
tively performing switching between the analog signal
from the power system E and the reference signal and
outputting the selected signal to the plurality of the A/D
converters 30 by using the multiplexer 110.
[0063] According to the digital protection control device
5 of the fifth embodiment described above, by selectively
inputting analog signals of the same channel from the
power system E and the reference signal to the A/D con-
verter 30, a characteristic abnormality of the A/D con-
verter 30 can be monitored while the analog signal is
continuously sampled.

(Sixth embodiment)

[0064] Fig. 14 is a configuration diagram of a digital
protection control device 6 according to a sixth embodi-
ment. As illustrated in Fig. 14, the digital protection control
device 6 connected to a power system E, for example,
includes a reference signal provider 20, A/D converters
30-1 and 30-2, a determiner 90, resistance units 100-1
and 100-2, and a changeover switching unit 120. The
changeover switching unit 120 is one example of "input
switching unit".
[0065] An analog signal is input to the resistance unit
100-1 from the power system E. An analog signal is input
to the resistance unit 100-2 from the power system E. An
analog signal of which a gain is adjusted is input from
the resistance unit 100-1 to the A/D converter 30-1. An
analog signal of which a gain is adjusted is input from
the resistance unit 100-2 to the A/D converter 30-2. A
reference signal is input from the reference signal pro-
vider 20 to one of the A/D converters 30-1 and 30-2. The
determiner 90 controls one of the A/D converters 30-1
and 30-2 to which the reference signal is to be input using
the changeover switching unit 120. By configuring output
impedance of the reference signal provider 20 side to be
lower than that of the A/D converter 30, the reference
signal is input to the A/D converter 30 without receiving
the influence of the analog signal from the power system
E.
[0066] Digital values of A/D conversion results are in-
put to the determiner 90 by the A/D converters 30-1 and

30-2. The determiner 90 recognizes states thereof by
controlling the changeover switching unit 120. The de-
terminer 90 recognizes whether a signal input from the
A/D converter 30 is based on the analog signal or is based
on a signal acquired by superimposing the reference sig-
nal on the analog signal and thus, outputs the signal
based on the analog signal to another component as the
original A/D conversion result. The determiner 90 ex-
tracts a component of the reference signal by acquiring
a difference between an A/D conversion result of the sig-
nal based on the analog signal and an A/D conversion
result of the signal based on the signal acquired by su-
perimposing the reference signal on the analog signal.
The determiner 90 monitors the soundness of the A/D
conversion circuit on the basis of whether or not an ex-
traction result is in a predetermined range. In a case in
which a predetermined calculation result is not in a pre-
determined range, the determiner 90 detects an abnor-
mality and notifies a monitoring device of the digital pro-
tection control device which is not illustrated in the draw-
ing.
[0067] By employing such a configuration, an abnor-
mality of the A/D converters 30 can be monitored while
sampling of an analog signal is continued by inputting
the analog signal from the power system E using a plu-
rality of the A/D converters 30 and selectively outputting
the reference signal to one A/D converter 30 using the
changeover switching unit 120.
[0068] According to the digital protection control device
6 of the sixth embodiment described above, by perform-
ing a predetermined calculation for an A/D conversion
result of the A/D converter 30 connected to both the an-
alog signal from the power system E and the reference
signal and an A/D conversion result of the A/D converter
30 connected to the analog signal from the power system
E, the reference signal is input using a least one or more
A/D converters 30 among a plurality of A/D converters
30 while the analog signal is continuously sampled,
whereby a characteristic abnormality can be monitored.

(Seventh embodiment)

[0069] Hereinafter, a seventh embodiment will be de-
scribed. Fig. 15 is a configuration diagram of a digital
protection control device 7 according to a seventh em-
bodiment. As illustrated in Fig. 15, the digital protection
control device 7 connected to power systems E-1 and E-
2, for example, includes a reference signal provider 20,
A/D converters 30-1, 30-2, and 30-3, a determination/sig-
nal controller 90#, and multiplexers 110-1, 110-2, and
110-3. Hereinafter, points different from the fifth embod-
iment will be focused on in description, and description
of points common to the fifth embodiment will be omitted.
[0070] An analog signal S1 from the power system E-
1, an analog signal S2 from the power system E-2, and
a reference signal from the reference signal provider 20
are input to the multiplexer 110. One of the analog signal
S1, the analog signal S2, and the reference signal is se-
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lectively input to the A/D converter 30 from the multiplexer
110.
[0071] For example, in the digital protection control de-
vice 7, the sampling of a reference signal using the A/D
converter 30-1, the sampling of an analog signal S1 using
the A/D converter 30-2, and the sampling of an analog
signal S2 using the A/D converter 30-3 are started, and,
after a predetermined time elapses, switching is per-
formed such that the analog signal S1 is input to the A/D
converter 30-1, the reference signal is input to the A/D
converter 30-2, and the analog signal S2 is input to the
A/D converter 30-3, and the sampling is continued. After
a predetermined time further elapses, the digital protec-
tion control device 7 performs switching such that the
analog signal S1 is input to the A/D converter 30-1, the
analog signal S2 is input to the A/D converter 30-2, and
the reference signal is input to the A/D converter 30-3,
and the sampling is continued. By switching the input
channels in this way, the digital protection control device
7 can continue the sampling of the analog signals S1 and
S2 while monitoring an A/D conversion accuracy of the
A/D converter 30 using the reference signal. The deter-
mination/signal controller 90# recognizes whether a sig-
nal input from the A/D converter 30 is based on the analog
signal or is based on the reference signal. The determi-
nation/signal controller 90# monitors soundness of the
A/D conversion circuit on the basis of whether or not a
determination result of a signal based on the reference
signal is in a predetermined range. Different from the
determiners 90 according to the first to fifth embodiments,
the determination/signal controller 90# outputs a signal
based on the analog signal to another component as an
original A/D conversion result. Such a function may be
implemented in the other embodiments. In a case in
which verification similar to that of the fifth embodiment
is performed, A/D converters 30 of which the number is
twice the number of analog signal channels are required
at least. On the other hand, in the seventh embodiment,
the number of A/D converters 30 may be at least (the
number of analog signal channels + 1), and the required
number of A/D converters 30 can be reduced. Although
Fig. 15 illustrates an example in which two analog signals
S1 and S2 are monitored and determined through three
A/D converters 30, the configuration of this embodiment
is not limited thereto. For example, an application exam-
ple in which three or more analog signals are monitored
and determined through A/D converters 30 of an arbitrary
number may be assumed.
[0072] By employing such a configuration, by perform-
ing sampling of analog signals from the power system E
using a plurality of A/D converters 30, analog signal chan-
nels inside the digital protection system device can be
continuously sampled while an abnormality of each A/D
converter 30 is monitored using the reference signal.
[0073] According to the digital protection control device
7 of the seventh embodiment described above, analog
signals of the same channel from the power system E
can be connected to a plurality of A/D converters 30, and,

by disposing a device to which a different analog signal
channel can be connected in each A/D converter 30, the
number of A/D converters 30 in the entire device can be
inhibited to be (the number of analog channels +1).
[0074] In A/D converters 30 used in the first to seventh
embodiments, a plurality of A/D converters 30 that are
disposed may use A/D converters having different con-
version systems together. In the plurality of A/D convert-
ers 30 that are disposed, for example, at least one A/D
converter 30 is composed of a sequential comparison-
type A/D converter, and at least another A/D converter
30 is composed of a Δ∑-type A/D converter. The Δ∑-type
A/D converter has resolution higher than that of the se-
quential comparison-type A/D converter and has a low
A/D conversion speed. The Δ∑-type A/D converter has
low responsiveness and is not toward a process of per-
forming frequently switching between input signals using
the multiplexer 110 or the like. On the other hand, the
sequential comparison-type A/D converter has resolution
lower than that of the Δ∑-type A/D converter, but has
high responsiveness owing to a high conversion speed,
and can respond also to a process of frequently perform-
ing switching between input signals using the multiplexer
110 or the like. For this reason, the A/D converter 30
inside the device uses both the sequential comparison-
type A/D converter and the Δ∑-type A/D converter, there-
by realizing measurement monitoring utilizing advantag-
es of each type. The Δ∑-type A/D converter includes a
feedback circuit inside thereof, and thus there are cases
in which the Δ∑-type A/D converter exhibits a transient
unstable reaction to an input. For this reason, by com-
paring an output result of the Δ∑-type A/D converter with
an output result of the sequential comparison-type A/D
converter, it can be monitored whether a reaction of the
Δ∑-type A/D converter becomes unstable.
[0075] In the A/D converter 30 used in the first to sev-
enth embodiments, the monitoring of whether a plurality
of Δ∑-type A/D converters exhibit unstable reactions has
the same result even when analog signals of the same
channel are input under the condition of adjustment of
the same gain, and thus, an abnormality cannot be found.
On the other hand, in a plurality of A/D converters 30 that
are disposed, under the condition of adjustment of differ-
ent gains, when analog signals of the same channel are
input, a Δ∑-type A/D converter having a lower gain tends
to become more stable than a Δ∑-type A/D converter
having a higher gain. For this reason, the determiner 90
can determine an abnormality in a case in which the A/D
converter having the higher gain and the A/D converter
having the lower gain exhibit different reactions.
[0076] In a case in which the digital protection control
devices according to the first to seventh embodiments
are connected to a plurality of analog signals formed of
a channel having a small input signal and a channel hav-
ing a large input signal, the A/D converter 30 having a
larger gain is used in a case in which the analog signal
is small, and the A/D converter 30 having a smaller gain
is used in a case in which the analog signal is large,
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whereby A/D conversion having a high dynamic range
can be performed.
[0077] In a plurality of A/D converters 30 used in the
first to seventh embodiments, at least one A/D converter
30 may include an oversampling A/D converter. While
the oversampling A/D converter does not need to con-
tinuously sample an input signal, the digital protection
control devices according to the first to seventh embod-
iments can perform sampling without interrupting the in-
put signal. As described above, in the digital protection
control device according to the first to seventh embodi-
ments, the A/D converter 30 can monitor the reference
signal. For this reason, in the digital protection control
devices according to the first to seventh embodiments,
the oversampling A/D converter can be used.
[0078] According to at least one of the embodiments
described above, the digital protection control device in-
cludes a plurality of A/D converters 30 and, by inputting
a reference signal to at least one of the A/D converters
30 with being superimposed on an analog signal, can
monitor an abnormality of the digital protection control
device with high sensitivity and can continuously perform
sampling of an analog signal input from the power system
E at the same time.
[0079] While several embodiments of the present in-
vention have been described, such embodiments are
presented as examples but are not intended to limit the
scope of the present invention. These embodiments may
be performed in other various forms, and various omis-
sions, substitutions, and changes may be performed in
a range not departing from the concept of the present
invention therein. These embodiments and the modifica-
tions thereof, similar to a case where these are included
in the scope or the concept of the invention, are included
in inventions described in the claims and equivalent rang-
es thereof.

Claims

1. A digital protection control device comprising:

a plurality of analog/digital converters (hereinaf-
ter referred to as A/D converters) configured to
convert an analog signal from a power system
into digital values;
a reference signal provider configured to super-
impose a reference signal on the analog signal
which is to be input into the plurality of A/D con-
verters;
a reference signal extractor configured to extract
a component of the reference signal from a dig-
ital value which has been output from one or
more connected A/D converters among the plu-
rality of A/D converters, wherein the one or more
connected A/D converters received input of the
analog signal superimposed with the reference
signal by the reference signal provider;

a first determiner configured to determine, on
the basis of the component of the reference sig-
nal extracted by the reference signal extractor,
whether or not an abnormality has occurred in
at least one of the one or more connected A/D
converters and upstream-side circuits with ref-
erence to the one or more connected A/D con-
verters; and
a second determiner configured to determine
whether or not an abnormality has occurred in
at least part of the plurality of A/D converters by
relatively comparing the digital values which
have been output from the plurality of A/D con-
verters.

2. The digital protection control device according to
claim 1, further comprising: an analog filter between
the plurality of A/D converters and a node at which
the reference signal is input,
wherein the first determiner is configured to deter-
mine whether or not an abnormality has occurred in
at least one of the one or more connected A/D con-
verters, the analog filter, and the upstream-side cir-
cuits of the connected A/D converters, and
wherein the second determiner is configured to de-
termine whether or not an abnormality has occurred
in at least part of the plurality of A/D converters by
relatively comparing the digital values which have
been output from the plurality of A/D converters.

3. A digital protection control device comprising:

an input converter configured to generate a first
differential signal and a second differential sig-
nal which are opposite in polarity to each other,
on the basis of an analog signal from a power
system;
a reference signal provider configured to super-
impose a reference signal onto each of the first
differential signal and the second differential sig-
nal which have been output from the input con-
verter;
a first A/D converter configured to perform A/D
conversion of the first differential signal on which
the reference signal has been superimposed;
a second A/D converter configured to perform
A/D conversion of the second differential signal
on which the reference signal has been super-
imposed; and
a determiner configured to determine whether
or not an abnormality has occurred in the first
A/D converter and the second A/D converter by
performing a predetermined calculation for a
digital value output by the first A/D converter and
a digital value output by the second A/D con-
verter and extracting a component of the refer-
ence signal.
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4. The digital protection control device according to
claim 3, wherein the determiner is configured to per-
form a calculation to find a sum of an A/D conversion
result of a positive-side superimposed signal and an
A/D conversion result of a negative-side superim-
posed signal which have been output from the input
converter as the predetermined calculation.

5. The digital protection control device according to
claim 3,
wherein an A/D conversion result of a positive-side
superimposed signal and an A/D conversion result
of a negative-side superimposed signal of the input
converter have different gains for inputs, and
wherein the determiner is configured to perform a
calculation of weighted addition as the predeter-
mined calculation such that analog signal compo-
nents included in an A/D conversion result of the
positive-side superimposed signal and included in
an A/D conversion result of the negative-side super-
imposed signal cancel each other.

6. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 3 to 5, wherein an A/D conversion result
of a positive-side superimposed signal and an A/D
conversion result of a negative-side superimposed
signal of the input converter have the same gain or
different gains for inputs, and
wherein the determiner is configured to perform
weighting such that reference signal components in-
cluded in the A/D conversion result of the positive-
side superimposed signal and included in the A/D
conversion result of the negative-side superimposed
signal cancel each other, and to find a difference,
and to eliminate the reference signal and extract the
analog signals.

7. A digital protection control device comprising:

a first A/D converter configured to convert an
analog signal from a power system into a digital
value;
a second A/D converter configured to convert
the analog signal into a digital value;
a reference signal provider configured to super-
impose a reference signal on an analog signal
which is to be input into the first A/D converter;
an opposite-polarity reference signal provider
configured to provide a reference signal, which
is opposite in polarity to the reference signal, to
an analog signal which is to be input to the sec-
ond A/D converter; and
a determiner configured to perform a predeter-
mined calculation for part or all of digital values,
which have been output from the first and sec-
ond A/D converters, and to eliminate a compo-
nent of the analog signal from the power system,
and to extract a component of the reference sig-

nal, and to monitor a conversion accuracy of at
least the first or second A/D converter.

8. The digital protection control device according to
claim 7, wherein the determiner is configured to per-
form, as the predetermined calculation, a calculation
to find a difference between an A/D conversion result
of the analog signal on which the reference signal is
superimposed and an A/D conversion result of the
analog signal on which a reference signal being op-
posite in polarity to the reference signal is superim-
posed.

9. The digital protection control device according to
claim 7,
wherein outputs of the first and second A/D convert-
ers have different gains for signal intensities of the
analog signals, and
wherein the determiner is configured to perform a
calculation of weighted addition, based on the gains
as the predetermined calculation, such that compo-
nents of the analog signals included in an A/D con-
version result of the analog signal on which the ref-
erence signal is superimposed and included in an
A/D conversion result of the analog signal on which
a reference signal being opposite in polarity to the
reference signal is superimposed cancel each other.

10. The digital protection control device according to
claim 7 or 8,
wherein an A/D conversion result of the analog sig-
nal, on which the reference signal is superimposed,
and an A/D conversion result of the analog signal,
on which a reference signal being opposite in polarity
to the reference signal is superimposed, have the
same gain or different gains for inputs, and
wherein the determiner is configured to perform a
calculation of weighted addition such that reference
signal components included in the A/D conversion
result of the analog signal, on which the reference
signal is superimposed, and included in the A/D con-
version result of the analog signal, on which the ref-
erence signal being opposite in polarity to the refer-
ence signal is superimposed, cancel each other.

11. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the reference signal
is a DC signal.

12. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the reference signal
is a harmonic signal of a frequency higher than an
analog AC electric quantity of the power system.

13. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the reference signal
is both a DC signal and a harmonic signal of a fre-
quency higher than an analog AC electric quantity
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of the power system.

14. The digital protection control device according to
claim 12 or 13, wherein the harmonic signal has a
frequency that is equal to or higher than 51 times the
analog signal of the power system.

15. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the reference signal
is a signal including a DC signal of which a voltage
changes in a time series.

16. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the reference signal
is a low-frequency signal of a frequency lower than
an AC frequency of the power system.

17. The digital protection control device according to
claim 16, wherein a frequency of the low-frequency
signal is equal to or lower than 1 Hz.

18. A digital protection control device comprising:

a plurality of A/D converters configured to con-
vert input signals into digital values;
an input switching unit configured to input at
least one of an analog signal from a power sys-
tem and a reference signal to the plurality of A/D
converters and to control selection of whether
the analog signal is input or the reference signal
is input to each of the plurality of A/D converters;
and
a determiner configured to monitor conversion
accuracy of A/D converters to which the refer-
ence signal is input among the plurality of A/D
converters, on the basis of details of conversion
results output from at least one or more A/D con-
verters to which the reference signal is input
among the plurality of A/D converters.

19. The digital protection control device according to
claim 18,
wherein the analog signal is input to two or more A/D
converters among the plurality of A/D converters,
and
wherein the determiner is configured to monitor
whether or not an abnormality has occurred in the
A/D converters to which the analog signal has been
input by comparing conversion results of the two or
more A/D converters with each other.

20. The digital protection control device according to
claim 18,
wherein analog signals of a plurality of channels of
from the power system are connectable to the plu-
rality of A/D converters, and
wherein the number of the plurality of A/D converters
is larger than the number of channels of the analog

signals of the plurality of channels, and even when
one or more A/D converters of the plurality of A/D
converters receive inputs of the reference signal, all
the analog signals of the plurality of channels are
A/D converted by at least one or more A/D converters
among the plurality of A/D converters.

21. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 20, wherein the plurality of A/D
converters include at least two or more A/D convert-
ers of which conversion systems are different from
each other.

22. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 20, wherein the A/D converter
includes at least one or more A/D converters of which
output gains are different from each other for analog
signals of the same channel.

23. The digital protection control device according to any
one of claims 1 to 22, wherein the A/D converter
includes at least one or more oversampling A/D con-
verters.
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