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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MEASURING SATURATED STEAM FLOW USING REDUNDANT 
MEASUREMENTS

(57) A system and method for measuring a flow of
saturated steam can include a temperature sensor that
measures process temperature, and one or more pres-
sure sensors that measure pressure including differential
pressure and static pressure. A flow of saturated steam
can be calculated from two sets of measurements, one
measurement using the differential pressure and the stat-
ic pressure and a second measurement using the differ-
ential pressure and the process temperature. Redundant
flow measurements can be provided with respect to the
flow of saturated steam in case of failure of the temper-
ature sensor or the pressure sensors. In addition, a de-
viation between the flow of the saturated steam as cal-
culated from the process temperature and the differential
pressure compared to a flow of saturated steam as cal-
culated from the differential pressure and the static pres-
sure can provide an indication of degradation of the tem-
perature sensor or the pressure sensors.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Embodiments are generally related to devices
and systems that measure the flow of a fluid, and in par-
ticular, the flow of saturated steam. Embodiments also
relate to flow measuring systems and multi-variable
transmitters used in flow measuring systems.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Industrial multi-variable transmitters can be
used to measure the flow of a fluid. Measuring the flow
of saturated steam is a specific application where multi-
variable transmitters can be used. Multi-variable trans-
mitters offer a less expensive alternative compared to
other measuring technologies (e.g., vortex flowmeters).
[0003] Sensors may degrade or fail over time due to
the effects (e.g., pressures and temperatures) of the
process fluids and the environments in which they are
used for industrial applications. When a sensor de-
grades, the calculated flow error can increase. When the
sensor fails, the calculated flow may not be available.
When the calculated flow output is not available or not
current, the other applications that rely on the sensor can
be adversely affected, whether for control, inventory
management, or other purposes.

BRIEF SUMMARY

[0004] The following summary is provided to facilitate
an understanding of some of the features of the disclosed
embodiments and is not intended to be a full description.
A full appreciation of the various aspects of the embod-
iments disclosed herein can be gained by taking the spec-
ification, claims, drawings, and abstract as a whole.
[0005] It is, therefore, one aspect of the disclosed em-
bodiments to provide for an improved flow measuring
system and method.
[0006] It is another aspect of the disclosed embodi-
ments to provide an improved multi-variable transmitter
for use in measuring the flow of a fluid and in particular
saturated steam flow.
[0007] It is another aspect of the disclosed embodi-
ments to provide for a flow measuring system and method
that operates with a degree of measurement redundancy
in the event of a failure of one or more sensors.
[0008] It is a further aspect of the disclosed embodi-
ments to provide for early sensor warning diagnostics for
a flow measuring system based on a calculated devia-
tion.
[0009] The aforementioned aspects and other objec-
tives can now be achieved as described herein.
[0010] In an embodiment, a system for measuring a
flow of saturated steam, can include a temperature sen-
sor that measures a process temperature, and at least
one pressure sensor that measures pressure including

a differential pressure and a static pressure, wherein two
sets of measurements can be used to calculate a flow of
saturated steam, wherein a first set of measurements
among the two sets of measurements uses the differen-
tial pressure and the static pressure to calculate the flow
of saturated steam and a second set of measurements
among the sets of measurements uses the differential
pressure and the process temperature to calculate the
flow of saturated steam. The system can be configured
to provide redundant flow measurements with respect to
the flow of the saturated steam in case of a failure of
either the temperature sensor or the static pressure sen-
sor.
[0011] In an embodiment, a deviation between a flow
of the saturated steam as calculated from the process
temperature and the differential pressure compared to a
flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the differ-
ential pressure and the static pressure can provide an
indication of a degradation of at least one of: the temper-
ature sensor and the at least one pressure sensor.
[0012] In an embodiment, the deviation can comprise
an early indicator for calibration of either the temperature
sensor or the at least one pressure sensor.
[0013] In an embodiment, a quality status regarding
which of the redundant flow measurements can be output
with respect to the flow of the saturated steam.
[0014] In an embodiment a quality status can be output
regarding at least one of the differential pressure and the
process temperature measured to calculate the flow of
the saturated steam, and the differential pressure and
the static pressure measured to calculate the flow of the
saturated steam.
[0015] In an embodiment, the system can include at
least one of a multi-variable transmitter, a field mounted
device, an RTU (Remote Terminal Unit), a PLC (Pro-
grammable Logic Controller), and a DCS (Distributed
Control System).
[0016] In an embodiment, a system for measuring a
flow of saturated steam, can include at least one proc-
essor, and a non-transitory computer-usable medium
embodying computer program code, the computer-usa-
ble medium capable of communicating with the at least
one processor. The computer program code can include
instructions executable by the at least one processor and
configured for: measuring a process temperature with a
temperature sensor, and measuring with at least one
pressure sensor, a pressure including a differential pres-
sure and a static pressure, wherein two sets of measure-
ments are used to calculate a flow of saturated steam,
wherein a first set of measurements among the two sets
of measurements uses the differential pressure and the
static pressure to calculate the flow of saturated steam
and a second set of measurements among the sets of
measurements uses the differential pressure and the
process temperature to calculate the flow of saturated
steam, wherein the system is configured to provide re-
dundant flow measurements with respect to the flow of
the saturated steam in case of a failure of either the tem-
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perature sensor or the static pressure sensor.
[0017] In an embodiment, the instructions can be fur-
ther configured for determining a deviation between a
flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the proc-
ess temperature and the differential pressure compared
to a flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the
differential pressure and the static pressure provides an
indication of a degradation of at least one of: the temper-
ature sensor and the at least one pressure sensor.
[0018] In an embodiment, a method for measuring a
flow of saturated steam, can include the steps of meas-
uring a process temperature with a temperature sensor,
and measuring with at least one pressure sensor, a pres-
sure including a differential pressure and a static pres-
sure, wherein two sets of measurements are used to cal-
culate a flow of saturated steam, wherein a first set of
measurements among the two sets of measurements us-
es the differential pressure and the static pressure to cal-
culate the flow of saturated steam and a second set of
measurements among the sets of measurements uses
the differential pressure and the process temperature to
calculate the flow of saturated steam. Redundant flow
measurements are thus provided with respect to the flow
of the saturated steam in case of a failure of either the
temperature sensor or the static pressure sensor.
[0019] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of determining a deviation between a flow
of the saturated steam as calculated from the process
temperature and the differential pressure compared to a
flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the differ-
ential pressure and the static pressure provides an indi-
cation of a degradation of at least one of: the temperature
sensor and the at least one pressure sensor.
[0020] In an embodiment of the method, the deviation
can comprise an early indicator for calibration of either
the temperature sensor or the at least one pressure sen-
sor.
[0021] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of generating a quality status regarding
which of the redundant flow measurements is output with
respect to the flow of the saturated steam.
[0022] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of generating a quality status regarding
the differential pressure and the process temperature
measured to calculate the flow of the saturated steam.
[0023] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of generating a quality status regarding
the differential pressure and the static pressure meas-
ured to calculate the flow of the saturated steam.
[0024] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of generating a quality status regarding at
least one of: the differential pressure and the process
temperature measured to calculate the flow of the satu-
rated steam; and the differential pressure and the static
pressure measured to calculate the flow of the saturated
steam.
[0025] In an embodiment, the method can further in-
clude the step of measuring the process temperature with

the temperature sensor, the step of measuring with the
at least one pressure sensor, the pressure including the
differential pressure and the static pressure, and the step
of determining the deviation between the flow of the sat-
urated steam as calculated from the process temperature
and the differential pressure compared to the flow of the
saturated steam as calculated from the differential pres-
sure and the static pressure to provide an indication of
the degradation of at least one of the temperature sensor
and the at least one pressure sensor, can be performed
in least of one of: a multi-variable transmitter, a field
mounted device, an RTU (Remote Terminal Unit), a PLC
(Programmable Logic Controller), and a DCS (Digital
Control System).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] The accompanying figures, in which like refer-
ence numerals refer to identical or functionally-similar
elements throughout the separate views and which are
incorporated in and form a part of the specification, further
illustrate the present invention and, together with the de-
tailed description of the invention, serve to explain the
principles of the present invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a pictorial diagram of a system for
measuring flow in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram depicting logical op-
erational steps of a method of operating a multi-var-
iable transmitter in a system for measuring flow, in
accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram depicting additional
logical operational steps of a method of operating a
multi-variable transmitter in a system for measuring
flow, in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram depicting further log-
ical operational steps of a method of operating a mul-
ti-variable transmitter in a system for measuring flow,
in accordance with an embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram depicting aspects
of a system for measuring flow including a multi-var-
iable transmitter, in accordance with an embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6 illustrates a block diagram depicting aspects
of a system for measuring flow including a multi-var-
iable transmitter, in accordance with an alternative
embodiment; and

FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram depicting aspects
of a system for measuring flow including a multi-var-
iable transmitter, in accordance with another embod-
iment.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0027] The particular values and configurations dis-
cussed in these non-limiting examples can be varied and
are cited merely to illustrate one or more embodiments
and are not intended to limit the scope thereof.
[0028] Subject matter will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part hereof, and which show, by way
of illustration, specific example embodiments. Subject
matter may, however, be embodied in a variety of differ-
ent forms and, therefore, covered or claimed subject mat-
ter is intended to be construed as not being limited to any
example embodiments set forth herein; example embod-
iments are provided merely to be illustrative. Likewise, a
reasonably broad scope for claimed or covered subject
matter is intended. Among other issues, subject matter
may be embodied as methods, devices, components, or
systems. Accordingly, embodiments may, for example,
take the form of hardware, software, firmware, or a com-
bination thereof. The following detailed description is,
therefore, not intended to be interpreted in a limiting
sense.
[0029] Throughout the specification and claims, terms
may have nuanced meanings suggested or implied in
context beyond an explicitly stated meaning. Likewise,
phrases such as "in one embodiment" or "in an example
embodiment" and variations thereof as utilized herein
may not necessarily refer to the same embodiment and
the phrase "in another embodiment" or "in another ex-
ample embodiment" and variations thereof as utilized
herein may or may not necessarily refer to a different
embodiment. It is intended, for example, that claimed
subject matter include combinations of example embod-
iments in whole or in part.
[0030] In general, terminology may be understood, at
least in part, from usage in context. For example, terms
such as "and," "or," or "and/or" as used herein may in-
clude a variety of meanings that may depend, at least in
part, upon the context in which such terms are used. Gen-
erally, "or" if used to associate a list, such as A, B, or C,
is intended to mean A, B, and C, here used in the inclusive
sense, as well as A, B, or C, here used in the exclusive
sense. In addition, the term "one or more" as used herein,
depending at least in part upon context, may be used to
describe any feature, structure, or characteristic in a sin-
gular sense or may be used to describe combinations of
features, structures, or characteristics in a plural sense.
Similarly, terms such as "a," "an," or "the", again, may
be understood to convey a singular usage or to convey
a plural usage, depending at least in part upon context.
In addition, the term "based on" may be understood as
not necessarily intended to convey an exclusive set of
factors and may, instead, allow for existence of additional
factors not necessarily expressly described, again, de-
pending at least in part on context.
[0031] Some multi-variable transmitters can measure
differential pressure (DP) and static pressure (SP) to cal-

culate the flow of saturated steam (this method will be
referred to as "Option A" in this disclosure). Other multi-
variable transmitters can measure differential pressure
(DP) and process temperature (PT) to calculate the flow
of saturated steam (this approach will be referred to as
"Option B" in this disclosure). Some multi-variable trans-
mitters allow a user to select either Option A or Option B
to calculate the saturated steam flow. Other multi-varia-
ble transmitters may only support one of these two op-
tions due to the sensors used. In Option A, if the SP
sensor degrades or fails, the calculated flow output may
be either less accurate or unavailable, respectively. In
Option B, if the PT sensor degrades or fails, the calcu-
lated flow output may be either less accurate or unavail-
able, respectively.
[0032] FIG. 1 illustrates a pictorial diagram of a system
100 for measuring flow, which can be configured to in-
clude a multi-variable transmitter 114, in accordance with
an embodiment. The multi-variable transmitter 114 of the
system 100 depicted in FIG. 1 can be utilized to measure
the flow of a fluid, and in particular, the flow of saturated
steam. The multi-variable transmitter 114 can include a
temperature sensor 112 (e.g., a PT sensor), which may
be, for example, an RTD (Resistance Temperature De-
tector) sensor, or a T/C (Thermocouple), thermocouple
and RTD sensor, and can be of any IEC standard sensor
or GOST standard sensor. The multi-variable transmitter
114 can further include a pressure meter body 118, a
three valve-manifold 110, and a first valve 104 and a
second valve 102.
[0033] As will be discussed in further detail herein, one
or more pressure sensors can be located within the pres-
sure meter body 118. In an embodiment, the pressure
meter body 118 can contain one or more pressures sen-
sors, such as an SP (Static Pressure) sensor and a DP
(Differential Pressure) sensor. In another embodiment,
a single pressure sensor can be implemented in the pres-
sure meter body 118, which measures both SP and DP.
FIG. 5, for example, depicts a DP sensor 119 and an SP
sensor 121 contained within the pressure meter body
118. FIG. 6, for example, depicts a single DP/SP sensor
123 contained within the pressure meter body 118.
[0034] In either case, a pressure sensor contained
within the pressure meter body 118 can be configured to
measure the pressure of a fluid, which can assist in pro-
viding an indication of the flow of saturated steam. Such
a pressure sensor can be a differential pressure sensor
and a static pressure sensor, and can comprise a dia-
phragm-based piezoresistive, capacitance, or other
known type of pressure sensor.
[0035] Note that an RTD sensor is a type of tempera-
ture sensor that can contain a resistor that changes re-
sistance value as its temperature changes. A T/C sensor
is a type of temperature sensor based on a thermocouple
that includes at least two dissimilar electrical conductors
that form electrical junctions at different temperatures. A
thermocouple can produce a temperature-dependent
voltage as a result of the thermoelectric effect, and this
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voltage can be interpreted to measure temperature in the
context of a T/C sensor. An RTD sensor or a T/C sensor
can be any type of IEC (International Electrotechnical
Commission) standard sensor or GOST standard sen-
sor. It should be appreciated that the disclosed embod-
iments are not limited to these specific types of temper-
ature sensors, and that the aforementioned temperature
sensor types are discussed herein for exemplary purpos-
es only.
[0036] The system 100 can further include process
connections 120 that can interface to both a high-pres-
sure side and a low-pressure side of the pressure meter
body 118. The multi-variable transmitter 114 can connect
to a host system via a wired interface (e.g., with commu-
nications protocols such as HART (Highway Addressa-
ble Remote Transducer), FOUNDATION™ Fieldbus, or
MODBUS®) or a wireless interface (e.g., such as ISA
100 or Wireless HART).
[0037] As utilized herein, HART or "Highway Address-
able Remote Transducer" relates to a communication
standard used in the process control industry, and can
be referred to as the HART communication protocol, the
HART protocol or simply HART. The HART protocol can
support a combined digital and analog signal on a dedi-
cated wire or set of wires, in which online process signals
(e.g., such as control signals, sensor measurements,
etc.) an be provided as an analog current signal (e.g.,
ranging from 4 to 20 milliamps) and in which other signals,
such as device data, requests for device data, configu-
ration data, alarm and event data, etc., can be provided
as digital signals superimposed or multiplexed onto the
same wire or set of wires as the analog signal.
[0038] The term FOUNDATION™ Fieldbus as utilized
herein relates to the Foundation Fieldbus specification,
which is an all-digital, serial two-way communications
system that can server a base-level network in a plant or
factory automation environment. FOUNDATION™ Field-
bus is an open architecture, developed and administered
by FieldComm Group™. Note that FIELDBUS FOUNDA-
TION™ and FOUNDATION™ are trademarks of the
Fieldbus Foundation, which is responsible for the defini-
tion of the Foundation Fieldbus specification.
[0039] The term "MODBUS® as utilized herein relates
to a digital communications protocol that allows control-
lers and devices (e.g., field devices) from different man-
ufacturers to exchange data using standard formats. The
MODBUS® protocol (also referred to simply
as "Modbus") can define a message structure that con-
trollers and other devices can recognize and use regard-
less of the types of networks over which they communi-
cate -- most typically RS-485 serial or Ethernet using
TCP.
[0040] Note that the term "ISA 100" as utilized herein
refers to a standard defining wireless systems for indus-
trial automation and control applications including varia-
tions thereof (e.g., ISA100.11a, etc) released by the ISA
(International Society of Automation).
[0041] The term "wireless HART" (also referred to as

WirelessHART) as utilized herein can relate to a wireless
mesh network communications protocol for process au-
tomation applications, which can add wireless capabili-
ties to the wired HART protocol while maintaining com-
patibility with existing wired HART-enabled devices,
commands and tools. A WirelessHART network can use,
for example, IEEE 802.15.4 compatible radios operating
in the 2.4 GHz radio band. Each device in a Wire-
lessHART mesh network can serve as a router for mes-
sages from other devices. In other words, a device does
not have to communicate directly to a gateway, but just
forward its message to the next closest devices. This
feature can extend the range of the WirelessHART net-
work and provide redundant communications routes that
increase network reliability.
[0042] The system 100 can further include a flow tube
108 through which a fluid flows in a direction indicated
by arrow 109. The multi-variable transmitter 114 can fur-
ther include a communications interface 116 (i.e., wire-
less or wired) to the host system. The pressure meter
body 118 can contain both an SP sensor and a DP sen-
sor. The flow tube 108 may be a fluid pipe or other process
connection. The communications interface 116 can be
implemented as an electronic circuit, which may be de-
signed to a specific communications standard, which can
allow one or more machines, devices or systems to tel-
ecommunication with one or more other machines, de-
vices or systems.
[0043] The host system may be an industrial process
control and automation system, and can include various
components that facilitate production or processing of at
least one product or other material. An industrial process
control and automation system can be used to facilitate
control over components in one or multiple plants includ-
ing processing facilities and manufacturing facilities for
producing at least one product or other material. In gen-
eral, the host system may implement one or more proc-
esses and can be referred to as a process system. A
process system generally represents any system or por-
tion thereof configured to process one or more products
or other materials in some manner.
[0044] As discussed previously, some multi-variable
transmitters measure differential pressure and static
pressure to calculate the flow of saturated steam. This
approach will be referred to as "Option A" in this disclo-
sure. Other multi-variable transmitters may measure dif-
ferential pressure and process temperature to calculate
the flow of saturated steam. This approach will be re-
ferred to as "Option B" in this disclosure. Some multi-
variable transmitters allow a user to select either Option
A or B to calculate the saturated steam flow. In Option
A, however, if the SP sensor degrades or fails, the cal-
culated flow output may be either less accurate or una-
vailable, respectively. In Option B, if the PT sensor de-
grades or fails, the calculated flow output may be either
less accurate or unavailable, respectively.
[0045] FIG. 2 illustrates a flow diagram depicting logi-
cal operational steps of a method 200 of operating the
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multi-variable transmitter 114, in accordance with an em-
bodiment. A legend 198 shown in the lower left hand side
of FIG. 2 includes a summary of various acronyms and
terms, such as SP (Static Pressure), DP (Differential
Pressure), PT (Process Temperature), and Option A and
Option B as discussed previously. As indicated at block
206, a measurement cycle can begin with respect to the
multi-variable transmitter 114. In the disclosed approach,
the saturated steam flow is calculated from two sets of
measurements, one using the differential pressure and
static pressure and the second measurement using the
differential pressure and process temperature. The sys-
tem 100 is configured to provide redundant flow meas-
urements with respect to the flow of the saturated steam
in case of a failure of either the temperature sensor or
the static pressure sensor.
[0046] During the measurement cycle, the SP can be
measured and a status obtained, as shown at block 208.
The DP can also be measured and a status obtained, as
shown at block 210. The PT can also be measured and
a status obtained, as shown as block 212. Thereafter, as
shown at block 214, Option A can be implemented in
which the flow and status are computed as a function of
DP and SP (i.e. Flow = fn (DP, SP)). As depicted at block
216, Option B can be implemented, wherein flow and
status are computed as a function of DP and PT (i.e. Flow
= fn (DP, PT)).
[0047] Next, as illustrated at block 218, a step or op-
eration can be implemented in which the flow (or FLOW)
value and status are evaluated. Thereafter, as shown at
block 220, a step or operation can be implemented in
which a deviation value and status are evaluated. There-
after, as shown at block 222, the measurement cycle can
terminate.
[0048] FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram depicting ad-
ditional logical operational steps of a continuation of the
method 200 of operating the multi-variable transmitter
114, in accordance with an embodiment. The steps or
operations shown in FIG. 3 are associated with the eval-
uate FLOW and status operation shown at block 218 in
FIG. 2. The legend 237 shown in FIG. 3 is similar to the
legend 198 shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 3 thus represents a
more detailed view of the operation depicted at block 218
in FIG. 3.
[0049] As shown at block 219 in FIG. 3, data can be
obtained and arranged in a table that represents a deci-
sion that a method (e.g., an algorithm) can use to deter-
mine the best flow value, as a part of the evaluate FLOW
value and status operation associated with block 218.
Once such data is accumulated and analyzed, a FLOW
value and status can be written as part of a ’write’ oper-
ation, as shown at block 236.
[0050] FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram depicting fur-
ther logical operational steps of a method 240 of operat-
ing a multi-variable transmitter, in accordance with an
embodiment. The steps or operations shown in the var-
ious blocks in FIG. 4 present a more detailed view of the
evaluate deviation value and status operation associated

with block 220. Thus, as indicated at decision block 224,
a step or operation can be implemented to determine if
the flow status is "bad". If the answer is "Yes", then as
shown at block 226 an operation can be implemented
wherein "Set DEV = NaN" (Not a Number) and "Set
DEV_STAT = Bad". Thereafter, the deviation value and
status can be written, as shown at block 236. Note that
"DEV" represents the term "deviation".
[0051] Assuming the answer with respect to decision
block 224 is "No", then a step or operation can be imple-
mented wherein "Set DEV = ABS(OPT_A - OPT_B)".
That is a deviation can be found which is equivalent to
the absolute value of the difference between the Option
A and Option B results (i.e., OPT_A represents Option
A and OPT_B represents Option B). Next, as shown at
decision block 230, a step or operation can be imple-
mented to determine if the deviation is greater than de-
viation limit. If not, then a step or operation can be im-
plemented wherein "Set DEV_STAT = INLIMIT" followed
by the write deviation value and status operation shown
at block 236. Assuming that the answer with respect to
the decision block 230 is "No", then a step or operation
can be implemented as depicted at block 234 wherein
"Set DEV_STAT = OVERLIMIT". Thereafter, the write
DEV value and status operation can be implemented.
[0052] The approach described above can leverage
both Option A and Option B to provide a degree of meas-
urement redundancy in the event to failure by either the
PT sensor or the SP sensor. Since Option A and Option
B both use DP, the disclosed approach should have a
good DP measurement. Note that the temperature sen-
sor 112 is not located in the pressure meter body 118.
Only the SP sensor and the DP sensor are located in the
pressure meter body 118.
[0053] A check for a deviation between the Option A
calculation and the Option B calculation can be imple-
mented to report early sensor warning diagnostics for the
multi-variable transmitter 114. In addition, the disclosed
approach can be used to maintain a current and accurate
flow output in cases when either the temperature sensor
112 or SP sensor fails. Additionally, the disclosed ap-
proach can be implemented for early detection of degrad-
ing sensors, and also offers a less expensive alternative
to vortex flowmeters or other more expensive flowmeters.
[0054] FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram depicting as-
pects of the system 100 including the multi-variable trans-
mitter 114, in accordance with an embodiment. As shown
in FIG. 5, the multi-variable transmitter 114 can include
a data-processing apparatus 400 that includes a proces-
sor 341, a memory 342, and a display 346. It can be
appreciated that additional components may be included
in data-processing apparatus 400 as may be needed.
The processor 341 may be implemented as a microproc-
essor or a microcontroller or a combination of both a mi-
croprocessor and a microcontroller. The memory 342 can
include a volatile memory or a non-volatile memory or a
combination of a volatile memory and a non-volatile
memory. For example, memory 342 may be implemented
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as not a single memory component but two or more mem-
ory devices or memory components. The display 346 can
be implemented as a small display with, for example,
several pushbuttons.
[0055] As discussed previously herein, the flow meas-
uring system 100 can include a pressure meter body 118
that can contain one or more pressure sensors. As shown
in the example embodiment depicted in FIG. 5, the pres-
sure meter body 118 can contain both a DP sensor 119
and an SP sensor 121. The flow measuring system 100
additionally can include the temperature sensor 112, as
discussed previously herein.
[0056] The processor 341 can access pressure data
and temperature data stored in the memory 342. The
processor 341 can receive an output from the DP sensor
119, an output from the SP sensor and an output from
the temperature sensor 112. Although not shown, in
some embodiments an analog-to-digital converter (ADC)
can be located between the output of the DP sensor 119,
an output from the SP sensor, and an output of the tem-
perature sensor 112 and provide a digital signal to digital
components such as processor 341 or other devices.
Likewise, in other embodiments, a digital-to-analog con-
verter (DAC) may be located between the output of proc-
essor 341 and the multi-variable transmitter 114 if the
multi-variable transmitter 114 comprises an analog out-
put.
[0057] It should be appreciated that the temperature
sensor 112, the DP sensor 119 and the SP sensor 121
are not inherently redundant. In essence, the disclosed
embodiments use three (e.g., PT, SP, DP) sensors that
are not in themselves redundant, but by way of the dis-
closed method, can calculate the saturated steam flow
in two ways as discussed herein, thereby providing re-
dundancy for the flow output from the transmitter to its
host system. Additionally, the deviation between the flow
of saturated steam as calculated from the process tem-
perature and the differential pressure compared to the
flow of saturated steam as calculated from the differential
pressure and static pressure can indicate a degradation
of one or more of these sensors (e.g., temperature sensor
112 or SP sensor 121).
[0058] FIG. 6 illustrates a block diagram depicting as-
pects of the system 100 including the multi-variable trans-
mitter 114, in accordance with an alternative embodi-
ment. The configuration shown in FIG. 6 is similar to the
arrangement shown in FIG. 5, with the difference being
that FIG. 6 depicts a single pressure sensor that can func-
tion as a DP sensor and an SP sensor (i.e., see the DP/SP
sensor 123) rather than the separate DP sensor 119 and
the separate SP sensor 121 shown in FIG. 5.
[0059] It should be appreciated that although a pre-
ferred embodiment can be executed in the context of the
multi-variable transmitter 114, the disclosed approach
can be executed in other devices, such as, for example,
an external control computer associated with a host sys-
tem, a flow computer that is implemented as a field
mounted device, and/or in other devices such as an RTU

(Remote Terminal Unit), a PLC (Programmable Logic
Computer), and a DCS (Digital Control System).
[0060] FIG. 7 illustrates a block diagram depicting as-
pects of the system 100 for measuring flow including the
multi-variable transmitter 114, in accordance with anoth-
er embodiment. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 7, the
disclosed approach can be implemented in the context
of another computing system 302, which is located re-
mote from the system 100, and which can communicate
with the multi-variable transmitter 114 through a network
300. The computing system 302 can be, for example, a
control system or control computer, which can store in a
memory and/or process the various steps, operations or
instructions, described herein, and can remotely control
the operations and functions of system 100 including its
various components such as the multi-variable transmit-
ter 114.
[0061] In some embodiments, the network 300 may be
a "cloud" network or another type of network (e.g., such
as the HART-type networks - wirelesses or wired - that
were previously discussed herein). Note that the term
cloud network as utilized herein relates to a network
based on "cloud computing" which refers to the on-de-
mand availability of computer system resources, partic-
ularly data storage and computing power, without the di-
rect active management by a user.
[0062] The term "cloud computing" and hence a "cloud
network" can be used to describe data centers available
to many users over the Internet. Large clouds, predom-
inant today, often have functions distributed over multiple
locations from central servers. If the connection to the
user is relatively close, it may be designated an edge
server, which is an example of an edge device. A "cloud"
or "cloud network" may be limited to a single organization
(enterprise clouds,) be available to many organizations
(public cloud,) or a combination of both (hybrid cloud).
[0063] Note that the term "edge device" as used herein
can refer to a device that provides an entry point into an
enterprise or service provider core networks. Examples
include routers, routing switches, integrated access de-
vices (IADs), multiplexers, and a variety of metropolitan
area network (MAN) and wide area network (WAN) ac-
cess devices.
[0064] The disclosed embodiments can be deployed
in a number of different contexts and environments. As
discussed previously, the disclosed approach can be im-
plemented and run in the multi-variable transmitter 114.
Running the disclosed method in the multi-variable trans-
mitter 114 can result in a fast evaluation and flow calcu-
lation for a single multi-variable transmitter. A trade-off,
however, is that this approach may require processing
at the lowest level computing engine.
[0065] The disclosed approach can alternatively be de-
ployed in the context of an edge device or a data aggre-
gator. An advantage of this type of deployment is that an
evaluation for multiple-variable transmitters can be im-
plemented in a given locale. A trade-off in this deployment
is a less frequent sampling rate compared to an on-board
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multi-variable transmitter implementation.
[0066] Another potential deployment of the disclosed
approach involves an on-premise monitoring system. An
advantage of this approach is that an evaluation for mul-
tiple multi-variable transmitters can be implemented in
multiple locales. A trade-off, however, that may be inher-
ent with this type of deployment, is a less frequent sam-
pling rate as compared to an on-board multi-variable
transmitter deployment or an edge device deployment.
[0067] Another type of deployment of the disclosed ap-
proach can involve off-premise or cloud monitoring sys-
tems (e.g., see the prior discussion regarding "cloud com-
puting"). An advantage of this deployment type is that
evaluations can be performed for multi-variable transmit-
ters across an enterprise or organization. A trade-off for
this type of scenario is that this deployment is dependent
on a reliable connection from the off-premise / cloud to
the edge device.
[0068] It should be further appreciated that the order
of the various steps, operations and instructions shown
at the various blocks in FIGS. 1-7 herein can be arranged
or implemented in a different order or with fewer or more
steps, operations and instructions or elements. In other
words, the particular ordering of elements shown in FIGS.
1-7 is not a limiting feature of the disclosed embodiments.
[0069] As can be appreciated by one skilled in the art,
example embodiments can be implemented in the con-
text of a method, data-processing system, or computer
program product. The disclosed embodiments can be
implemented in for example, an external device or data-
processing system (e.g., a computer) or in the multi-var-
iable transmitter 114 itself as shown in the embodiments
depicted in FIGS. 5-7. Accordingly, some embodiments
may take the form of a hardware embodiment, a software
embodiment or an embodiment combining software and
hardware aspects generally referred to herein as a "mod-
ule." Furthermore, embodiments may in some cases take
the form of a computer program product on a computer-
usable storage medium having computer-usable pro-
gram code embodied in the medium. Any suitable com-
puter readable medium may be utilized including hard
disks, USB Flash Drives, DVDs, CD-ROMs, optical stor-
age devices, magnetic storage devices, server storage,
databases, and so on.
[0070] Computer program code for carrying out oper-
ations of the present invention may be written in an object
oriented programming language (e.g., Java, C++, etc.).
The computer program code, however, for carrying out
operations of particular embodiments may also be written
in procedural programming languages, such as the "C"
programming language or in a visually oriented program-
ming environment, such as, for example, Visual Basic.
[0071] The program code may execute on the user’s
computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer
and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote
computer. In the latter scenario, the remote computer
may communicate with the multi-variable transmitter

114, for example, through the network 300, which may
be a network such as a LAN (Local Area Network), WAN
(Wide Area Network), or a wireless data network (e.g.,
Wi-Fi, Wimax, 802.xx, and cellular network) or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer via most
third party supported networks (for example, through the
Internet utilizing an Internet Service Provider).
[0072] The disclosed example embodiments are de-
scribed at least in part herein with reference to flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams of methods, systems,
and computer program products and data structures ac-
cording to embodiments of the invention. It will be under-
stood that each block of the illustrations, and combina-
tions of blocks, can be implemented by computer pro-
gram instructions. These computer program instructions
may be provided to a processor of, for example, a gen-
eral-purpose computer, a special-purpose computer, or
another programmable data processing apparatus to
produce a machine, such that the instructions, which ex-
ecute via the processor of the computer or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus, can create a de-
vice or system for implementing the functions/acts spec-
ified in the block or blocks.
[0073] To be clear, the disclosed embodiments can be
implemented in the context of, for example a special-
purpose computer or a general-purpose computer, or
other programmable data processing apparatus or sys-
tem. For example, in some example embodiments, a data
processing apparatus or system can be implemented as
a combination of a special-purpose computer and a gen-
eral-purpose computer.
[0074] In a preferred embodiment, the disclosed meth-
od can be run in the context of the multi-variable trans-
mitter 114. In some cases, however, an external control
system that includes an external computing device or
computing system can use signals transmitted from the
multi-variable transmitter 114 to control the setting and
operations of the system 100 and the multi-variable trans-
mitter 114, along with control of the various sensing de-
vices such as the DP sensor 119, the SP sensor 121,
the temperature sensor 112 and so on. A control com-
puter associated with a host system, for example, located
remote from the system 100 may communicate with the
multi-variable transmitter 114 via, for example, the com-
munications interface 116 (i.e., wireless or wired) dis-
cussed previously.
[0075] The aforementioned computer program instruc-
tions may also be stored in a computer-readable memory
(e.g., such as memory 342 or in another memory such
as a memory of a server or control computer associated
with a host system) that can direct a computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus to function in
a particular manner, such that the instructions stored in
the computer-readable memory produce an article of
manufacture including instruction means which imple-
ment the function/act specified in the various block or
blocks, flowcharts, and other architecture illustrated and
described herein.
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[0076] The computer program instructions may also
be loaded onto a computer or other programmable data
processing apparatus to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer or other program-
mable apparatus to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the
computer or other programmable apparatus provide
steps for implementing the functions/acts specified in the
various blocks disclosed herein.
[0077] The flowchart and block diagrams in the figures
illustrate the architecture, functionality, and operation of
possible implementations of systems, methods, and
computer program products according to various embod-
iments of the present invention. In this regard, each block
in the flowchart or block diagrams may represent a mod-
ule, segment, or portion of instructions, which comprises
one or more executable instructions for implementing the
specified logical function(s).
[0078] In some alternative implementations, the func-
tions noted in the blocks may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succes-
sion may, in fact, be executed concurrently, or the blocks
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, de-
pending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implement-
ed by special-purpose hardware-based systems that per-
form the specified functions or acts or carry out combi-
nations of special purpose hardware and computer in-
structions.
[0079] The following discussion is intended to provide
a brief, general description of suitable computing envi-
ronments in which the system and method may be im-
plemented. Although not required, the disclosed embod-
iments will be described in the general context of com-
puter-executable instructions, such as program modules,
being executed by a single computer. In most instances,
a "module" can include a software application, but can
also be implemented as both software and hardware (i.e.,
a combination of software and hardware).
[0080] Generally, program modules include, but are
not limited to, routines, subroutines, software applica-
tions, programs, objects, components, data structures,
etc., that perform particular tasks or implement particular
data types and instructions. Moreover, those skilled in
the art will appreciate that the disclosed method and sys-
tem may be practiced with other computer system con-
figurations, such as, for example, hand-held devices,
multi-processor systems, data networks, microproces-
sor-based or programmable consumer electronics, net-
worked PCs, minicomputers, mainframe computers,
servers, and the like.
[0081] Note that the term module as utilized herein may
refer to a collection of routines and data structures that
perform a particular task or implements a particular data
type. Modules may be composed of two parts: an inter-
face, which lists the constants, data types, variable, and

routines that can be accessed by other modules or rou-
tines, and an implementation, which may be private (ac-
cessible only to that module) and which can include
source code that actually implements the routines in the
module. The term module may also simply refer to an
application, such as a computer program designed to
assist in the performance of a specific task, such as word
processing, accounting, inventory management, etc. In
some example embodiments, the term "module" may al-
so refer to a modular hardware component or a compo-
nent that is a combination of hardware and software. Ex-
amples of modules can include the various elements dis-
cussed and described herein. A module or group of mod-
ules can implement the various elements, blocks, instruc-
tions, steps and/or operations described herein.
[0082] FIGS. 5-6 are thus intended as examples and
not as architectural limitations of disclosed embodi-
ments. Additionally, such embodiments are not limited
to any particular application or computing or data
processing environment. Instead, those skilled in the art
will appreciate that the disclosed approach may be ad-
vantageously applied to a variety of systems and appli-
cation software. Moreover, the disclosed embodiments
can be embodied on a variety of different computing plat-
forms.
[0083] The embodiments may be an apparatus, a sys-
tem, a method, and/or a computer program product. The
computer program product may include a computer read-
able storage medium (or media) having computer read-
able program instructions thereon for causing a proces-
sor to carry out aspects of the present invention.
[0084] The computer readable storage medium can be
a tangible device that can retain and store instructions
for use by an instruction execution device. The computer
readable storage medium may be, for example, but is
not limited to, an electronic storage device, a magnetic
storage device, an optical storage device, an electromag-
netic storage device, a semiconductor storage device, or
any suitable combination of the foregoing.
[0085] A non-exhaustive list of more specific examples
of the computer readable storage medium includes the
following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access
memory (SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a
memory stick, a floppy disk, a mechanically encoded de-
vice such as punch-cards or raised structures in a groove
having instructions recorded thereon, and any suitable
combination of the foregoing. A computer readable stor-
age medium, as used herein, is not to be construed as
being transitory signals per se, such as radio waves or
other freely propagating electromagnetic waves, electro-
magnetic waves propagating through a waveguide or
other transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing
through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals trans-
mitted through a wire.
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[0086] Computer readable program instructions de-
scribed herein can be downloaded to respective comput-
ing/processing devices from a computer readable stor-
age medium or to an external computer or external stor-
age device via a network, for example, the Internet, a
local area network, a wide area network and/or a wireless
network. The network may comprise copper transmis-
sion cables, optical transmission fibers, wireless trans-
mission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway computers
and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or network
interface in each computing/processing device receives
computer readable program instructions from the net-
work and forwards the computer readable program in-
structions for storage in a computer readable storage me-
dium within the respective computing/processing device.
[0087] Aspects of the present invention are described
herein with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams of methods, apparatus (systems), and
computer program products according to embodiments
of the invention. It will be understood that each block of
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, and
combinations of blocks in the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by computer
readable program instructions.
[0088] These computer readable program instructions
may be provided to a processor of a general purpose
computer, special purpose computer, or other program-
mable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the proces-
sor of the computer or other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowcharts and/or block dia-
gram block or blocks. These computer readable program
instructions may also be stored in a computer readable
storage medium that can direct a computer, a program-
mable data processing apparatus, and/or other devices
to function in a particular manner, such that the computer
readable storage medium having instructions stored
therein comprises an article of manufacture including in-
structions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowcharts and/or block diagram block or
blocks.
[0089] The computer readable program instructions
may also be loaded onto a computer, other programma-
ble data processing apparatus, or other device to cause
a series of operational steps to be performed on the com-
puter, other programmable apparatus or other device to
produce a computer implemented process, such that the
instructions which execute on the computer, other pro-
grammable apparatus, or other device implement the
functions/acts specified in the flowcharts and/or block di-
agram block or blocks.
[0090] The flowcharts and block diagrams in the fig-
ures illustrate the architecture, functionality, and opera-
tion of possible implementations of systems, methods,
and computer program products according to various
embodiments of the present invention. In this regard,
each block in the flowcharts or block diagrams may rep-

resent a module, segment, or portion of instructions,
which comprises one or more executable instructions for
implementing the specified logical function(s). In some
alternative implementations, the functions noted in the
block may occur out of the order noted in the figures. For
example, two blocks shown in succession may, in fact,
be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks may
sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending
upon the functionality involved. It will also be noted that
each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart illus-
trations, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustrations, can be implemented
by special purpose hardware-based systems that per-
form the specified functions or acts or carry out combi-
nations of special purpose hardware and computer in-
structions.
[0091] It will be appreciated that variations of the
above-disclosed and other features and functions, or al-
ternatives thereof, may be desirably combined into many
other different systems or applications. It will also be ap-
preciated that various presently unforeseen or unantici-
pated alternatives, modifications, variations or improve-
ments therein may be subsequently made by those
skilled in the art which are also intended to be encom-
passed by the following claims.

Claims

1. A system for measuring a flow of saturated steam,
comprising:

a temperature sensor that measures a process
temperature; and
at least one pressure sensor that measures
pressure including a differential pressure and a
static pressure, wherein two sets of measure-
ments are used to calculate a flow of saturated
steam, wherein a first set of measurements
among the two sets of measurements uses the
differential pressure and the static pressure to
calculate the flow of saturated steam and a sec-
ond set of measurements among the sets of
measurements uses the differential pressure
and the process temperature to calculate the
flow of saturated steam, wherein the system is
configured to provide redundant flow measure-
ments with respect to the flow of the saturated
steam in case of a failure of either the temper-
ature sensor or the static pressure sensor.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein a deviation between
a flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the
process temperature and the differential pressure
compared to a flow of the saturated steam as calcu-
lated from the differential pressure and the static
pressure provides an indication of a degradation of
at least one of: the temperature sensor and the at
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least one pressure sensor.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein the deviation com-
prises an early indicator for calibration of either the
temperature sensor or the at least one pressure sen-
sor.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein a quality status re-
garding which of the redundant flow measurements
is output with respect to the flow of the saturated
steam.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein a quality status is
output regarding at least one of:

the differential pressure and the process tem-
perature measured to calculate the flow of the
saturated steam; and
the differential pressure and the static pressure
measured to calculate the flow of the saturated
steam.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising at least
one of:

a multi-variable transmitter;
a field mounted device;
an RTU (Remote Terminal Unit);
a PLC (Programmable Logic Controller); and
a DCS (Digital Control System).

7. A system for measuring a flow of saturated steam,
comprising:

at least one processor; and
a non-transitory computer-usable medium em-
bodying computer program code, the computer-
usable medium capable of communicating with
the at least one processor, the computer pro-
gram code comprising instructions executable
by the at least one processor and configured for:

measuring a process temperature with a
temperature sensor; and
measuring with at least one pressure sen-
sor, a pressure including a differential pres-
sure and a static pressure, wherein two sets
of measurements are used to calculate a
flow of saturated steam, wherein a first set
of measurements among the two sets of
measurements uses the differential pres-
sure and the static pressure to calculate the
flow of saturated steam and a second set
of measurements among the sets of meas-
urements uses the differential pressure and
the process temperature to calculate the
flow of saturated steam, wherein the system
is configured to provide redundant flow

measurements with respect to the flow of
the saturated steam in case of a failure of
either the temperature sensor or the static
pressure sensor.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein the instructions are
further configured for determining a deviation be-
tween a flow of the saturated steam as calculated
from the process temperature and the differential
pressure compared to a flow of the saturated steam
as calculated from the differential pressure and the
static pressure provides an indication of a degrada-
tion of at least one of: the temperature sensor and
the at least one pressure sensor.

9. A method for measuring a flow of saturated steam,
comprising the steps of:

measuring a process temperature with a tem-
perature sensor; and
measuring with at least one pressure sensor, a
pressure including a differential pressure and a
static pressure, wherein two sets of measure-
ments are used to calculate a flow of saturated
steam, wherein a first set of measurements
among the two sets of measurements uses the
differential pressure and the static pressure to
calculate the flow of saturated steam and a sec-
ond set of measurements among the sets of
measurements uses the differential pressure
and the process temperature to calculate the
flow of saturated steam, wherein redundant flow
measurements are provided with respect to the
flow of the saturated steam in case of a failure
of either the temperature sensor or the static
pressure sensor.

10. The method of claim 9 further comprising a step of:
determining a deviation between a flow of the satu-
rated steam as calculated from the process temper-
ature and the differential pressure compared to a
flow of the saturated steam as calculated from the
differential pressure and the static pressure provides
an indication of a degradation of at least one of: the
temperature sensor and the at least one pressure
sensor.
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