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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ACQUIRING CROSS-DOMAIN LINK

(57) This application discloses a method for obtain-
ing a cross-domain link. The method includes: sending,
by a control device, a first message to a forwarding device
in an internet protocol IP domain, where the first message
is used to instruct the forwarding device to search for a
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device and that
is in an optical domain; receiving, by the control device,
a second message from an optical network element in
the optical domain, where the second message includes
a first identifier, a second identifier, and a media access
control MAC address of the forwarding device, the first
identifier is used to identify the optical network element,
the second identifier is used to identify a port that com-
municates with the forwarding device and that is on the
optical network element, and the optical network element
is the device that is adjacent to the forwarding device and
that is in the optical domain; and obtaining, by the control
device, the cross-domain link between the forwarding de-
vice and the optical network element based on the first
identifier, the second identifier, and the MAC address of
the forwarding device.
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Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. CN 201711479278.1, filed with the
Chinese Patent Office on December 29, 2017 and enti-
tled "METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR OBTAINING
CROSS-DOMAIN LINK", which is incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This application relates to the communications
field, and in particular, to a method and an apparatus for
obtaining a cross-domain link.

BACKGROUND

[0003] An internet protocol (Internet Protocol, IP) back-
bone network usually includes an IP domain including a
router and an optical domain including a wavelength di-
vision multiplexing device (also referred to as an optical
network element). During service deployment on the IP
backbone network, a deployed service needs to be proc-
essed by the router in the IP domain and the wavelength
division multiplexing device in the optical domain. In the
IP backbone network, a controller in the IP domain can
obtain only a first link. The first link is in the IP domain
and is related to the deployed service. A controller in the
optical domain can obtain only a second link. The second
link is in the optical domain and is related to the deployed
service. To implement the service deployed in the IP
backbone network, the first link and the second link need
to be associated by using a cross-domain link between
the IP domain and the optical domain. However, gener-
ally, the IP domain and the optical domain are separately
planned, operated, and maintained by domain. For ex-
ample, a link between the IP domain and the optical do-
main is planned in advance, and information about the
planned link is configured on the router in the IP domain
and the corresponding optical network element in the op-
tical domain. As a result, the IP domain and the optical
domain have low resource utilization and high O&M costs
in terms of planning, deployment, and O&M. In addition,
in a foregoing method for planning the service deploy-
ment in advance, there may be a problem of low config-
uration efficiency in a large-scale service deployment
process.

SUMMARY

[0004] Embodiments of this application provide a
method and an apparatus for obtaining a cross-domain
link, to help improve service configuration efficiency
based on the obtained cross-domain link.
[0005] According to a first aspect, a method for obtain-
ing a cross-domain link is provided. The method includes:
sending, by a control device, a first message to a for-
warding device in an IP domain, where the first message

is used to instruct the forwarding device to search for a
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device and that
is in an optical domain; receiving, by the control device,
a second message from an optical network element in
the optical domain, where the second message includes
a first identifier, a second identifier, and a media access
control (Media Access Control, MAC) address of the for-
warding device, the first identifier is used to identify the
optical network element, the second identifier is used to
identify a port that communicates with the forwarding de-
vice and that is on the optical network element, and the
optical network element is the device that is adjacent to
the forwarding device and that is in the optical domain;
and obtaining, by the control device, the cross-domain
link between the forwarding device and the optical net-
work element based on the first identifier, the second
identifier, and the MAC address of the forwarding device.
[0006] In the foregoing method, a first control device
may trigger the forwarding device in the IP domain to
search the optical domain for the device that is adjacent
to the forwarding device in the IP domain, to determine
that there is a connection relationship between the optical
network element in the optical domain and the forwarding
device in the IP domain. By using the foregoing method,
the first control device can obtain the cross-domain link
between the optical network element in the optical do-
main and the forwarding device in the IP domain. In this
way, in a process of configuring a cross-domain service,
the cross-domain link does not need to be manually
planned and configured in advance. This helps improve
efficiency of configuring the cross-domain service.
[0007] In an implementation, the obtaining, by the con-
trol device, the cross-domain link between the forwarding
device and the optical network element based on the first
identifier, the second identifier, and the MAC address of
the forwarding device includes: obtaining, by the control
device, a correspondence based on the first identifier,
the second identifier, and the MAC address of the for-
warding device, where the correspondence is used to
indicate the cross-domain link between the forwarding
device and the optical network element, and the corre-
spondence includes the first identifier, the second iden-
tifier, and the MAC address of the forwarding device.
[0008] According to a second aspect, a method for ob-
taining a cross-domain link is provided. The method in-
cludes: receiving, by a forwarding device in an IP domain,
a first message sent by a control device that is configured
to obtain a cross-domain link, where the first message is
used to instruct the forwarding device to search for a
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device and that
is in an optical domain; generating, by the forwarding
device, a second message based on the first message,
where the second message includes a MAC address of
the forwarding device, and the second message is used
to search the optical domain for the device that is adjacent
to the forwarding device; and sending, by the forwarding
device, the second message to the optical domain
through broadcast.
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[0009] In the foregoing method, the forwarding device
in the IP domain may send, when being triggered by the
control device that is configured to obtain the cross-do-
main link, the second message to the optical domain
through broadcast, so as to automatically search for the
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device in the IP
domain and that is in the optical domain. In this way, in
a process of configuring a cross-domain service, the
cross-domain link does not need to be manually planned
and configured in advance. This helps improve efficiency
of configuring the cross-domain service.
[0010] In an implementation, the second message may
be a link layer discovery protocol (Link Layer Discovery
Protocol, LLDP) message, a neighbor discovery protocol
(Neighbor Discovery Protocol, NDP) message, or a net-
work topology discovery protocol (Network Topology Dis-
covery Protocol, NTDP) message.
[0011] Optionally, the second message may further in-
clude an identifier of the forwarding device in the IP do-
main.
[0012] According to a third aspect, a method for ob-
taining a cross-domain link is provided, where the method
includes: receiving, by an optical network element in an
optical domain, a first message that is sent by a forward-
ing device in an IP domain through broadcast, where the
first message includes a MAC address of the forwarding
device, and the first message is used to search the optical
domain for a device that is adjacent to the forwarding
device; generating, by the optical network element, a sec-
ond message based on the first message, where the sec-
ond message includes a first identifier and a second iden-
tifier, the first identifier is used to identify the optical net-
work element, and the second identifier is used to identify
a port that communicates with the forwarding device and
that is on the optical network element; and sending, by
the optical network element, the second message to a
control device that is configured to obtain the cross-do-
main link.
[0013] In the foregoing method, after receiving the first
message that is sent by the forwarding device in the IP
domain through broadcast, the forwarding device in the
optical domain may send the second message to the
control device that is configured to obtain the cross-do-
main link, so that the control device can obtain the cross-
domain link between the forwarding device in the IP do-
main and the forwarding device in the optical domain
based on the second message. In this way, in a process
of configuring a cross-domain service, the cross-domain
link does not need to be manually planned and configured
in advance. This helps improve efficiency of configuring
the cross-domain service.
[0014] In an implementation, the first message is an
LLDP message, an NDP message, or an NTDP mes-
sage.
[0015] According to a fourth aspect, a control device
for obtaining a cross-domain link is provided. The control
device includes: a sending module, configured to send
a first message to a forwarding device in an IP domain,

where the first message is used to instruct the forwarding
device to search for a device that is adjacent to the for-
warding device in the IP domain and that is in an optical
domain; a receiving module, configured to receive a sec-
ond message from an optical network element in the op-
tical domain, where the second message includes a first
identifier, a second identifier, and a MAC address of the
forwarding device in the IP domain, the first identifier is
used to identify the optical network element, the second
identifier is used to identify a port that communicates with
the forwarding device and that is on the optical network
element, and the optical network element is the device
that is adjacent to the forwarding device and that is in the
optical domain; and an obtaining module, configured to
obtain the cross-domain link between the optical network
element and the forwarding device in the IP domain
based on the first identifier, the second identifier, and the
MAC address of the forwarding device.
[0016] In an implementation, the control device that is
configured to obtain the cross-domain link may further
include a module that is configured to implement the
methods or the steps provided in any possible implemen-
tation of the first aspect.
[0017] According to a fifth aspect, a forwarding device
in an IP domain is provided. The forwarding device in the
IP domain includes: a receiving module, configured to
receive a first message sent by a control device that is
configured to obtain a cross-domain link, where the first
message is used to instruct the forwarding device in the
IP domain to search for a device that is adjacent to the
forwarding device in the IP domain and that is in an optical
domain; a generation module, configured to generate a
second message based on the first message, where the
second message includes a MAC address of the forward-
ing device in the IP domain, and the second message is
used to search the optical domain for the device that is
adjacent to the forwarding device in the IP domain; and
a sending module, configured to send the second mes-
sage to the optical domain through broadcast.
[0018] In an implementation, the forwarding device in
the IP domain may further include a module that is con-
figured to implement the methods or the steps provided
in any possible implementation of the second aspect.
[0019] According to a sixth aspect, a forwarding device
in an optical domain is provided. The forwarding device
in the optical domain includes: a receiving module, con-
figured to receive a first message that is sent by a for-
warding device in an IP domain through broadcast, where
the first message includes a MAC address of the forward-
ing device in the IP domain, and the first message is used
to search the optical domain for a device that is adjacent
to the forwarding device in the IP domain; a generation
module, configured to generate a second message
based on the first message, where the second message
includes a first identifier and a second identifier, the first
identifier is used to identify the forwarding device in the
optical domain, and the second identifier is used to iden-
tify a port that communicates with the forwarding device
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in the IP domain and that is on the forwarding device in
the optical domain; and a sending module, configured to
send the second message to a control device that is con-
figured to obtain a cross-domain link.
[0020] In an implementation, the forwarding device in
the optical domain may further include a module that is
configured to implement the method or the steps provid-
ed in any possible implementation of the third aspect.
[0021] According to a seventh aspect, a network de-
vice is provided, including a processor and a memory.
The memory stores a computer program instruction.
When executing the computer program instruction, the
processor implements the method provided in any pos-
sible implementation of the first aspect to the third aspect.
[0022] According to an eighth aspect, a computer stor-
age medium is provided, and stores a computer program
instruction. When the computer program instruction is
executed by a network device, the network device imple-
ments the method provided in any possible implementa-
tion of the first aspect to the third aspect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0023] To describe the technical solutions in the em-
bodiments of this application more clearly, the following
briefly describes the accompanying drawings required
for describing the embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a network scenario
according to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are a schematic flowchart of a
method for obtaining a cross-domain link according
to Embodiment 1 of this application;
FIG. 3 is a schematic flowchart of a method for ob-
taining a cross-domain link according to Embodi-
ment 2 of this application;
FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a control
device that is configured to obtain a cross-domain
link according to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a forward-
ing device in an IP domain according to an embod-
iment of this application;
FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a forward-
ing device in an optical domain according to an em-
bodiment of this application;
FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of a control
device that is configured to obtain a cross-domain
link according to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of a forward-
ing device in an IP domain according to an embod-
iment of this application; and
FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of a forward-
ing device in an optical domain according to an em-
bodiment of this application.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] The following describes the embodiments of

this application with reference to accompanying draw-
ings.
[0025] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a network sce-
nario according to an embodiment of this application. The
scenario in FIG. 1 is a network scenario combining an IP
domain and an optical domain. In the scenario in FIG. 1,
R1 is a first forwarding device in the IP domain. R1 may
be a start point of a first link. R2 is a second forwarding
device in the IP domain. R2 may be an end point of the
first link. The first link is identified by using a link 1 in FIG.
1. The first link is a link in the IP domain. N1 is a first
optical network element in the optical domain. N2 is a
second optical network element in the optical domain.
N3 is a third optical network element in the optical do-
main. The optical network element in this embodiment
of this application may specifically be a device that has
a forwarding function in the optical domain. N1 is a start
point of a second link. N3 is an end point of the second
link and a start point of a third link. N2 is an end point of
the third link. The second link is identified by using a link
2 in FIG. 1. The third link is identified by using a link 3 in
FIG. 1. The second link and the third link are links in the
optical domain. The links in the optical domain that in-
cludes the second link and the third link carry the links
to which the first link in the IP domain is mapped in the
optical domain. A mapping relationship between the links
in the optical domain and the first link in the IP domain
may be a correspondence between the links in the optical
domain and the first link in the IP domain. A link between
R1 and N1 is a cross-domain link. A link between R2 and
N2 is a cross-domain link. The cross-domain link helps
complete a cross-domain service. The cross-domain
service may be a service that crosses the IP domain and
the optical domain, in other words, the IP domain and
the optical domain cooperate to complete a service. In
an implementation, C1, C2, and C3 in FIG. 1 may be
used to identify independent control devices. C1 is used
to manage and control C2 and C3. C1 is used to obtain
the cross-domain link. C2 is used to manage and control
the forwarding devices in the IP domain. In this embod-
iment of this application, the forwarding devices in the IP
domain may be a router, a layer-3 switch, or a high-layer
switch. C3 is used to manage and control the optical net-
work elements in the optical domain. C2 and C3 cannot
communicate with each other, and C2 cannot communi-
cate with a switch in the optical domain. C3 cannot com-
municate with the forwarding devices in the IP domain.
In another implementation, C1, C2, and C3 may be inte-
grated into one control device or one control module. The
integrated control device or control module can separate-
ly interact with the optical network elements in the optical
domain and the forwarding devices in the IP domain, to
manage and control the optical network elements and
the forwarding devices in the IP domain. In this embod-
iment of this application, the control device or the control
module may be a network management device or a con-
troller in a software-defined networking (Software-de-
fined networking, SDN) architecture.
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Embodiment 1

[0026] FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are a schematic flowchart
of a method for obtaining a cross-domain link according
to Embodiment 1 of this application. A first control device
in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B is C1 in FIG. 1. A second control
device in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B is C2 in FIG. 1. A third
control device in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B is C3 in FIG. 1.
The following describes, with reference to FIG. 1, FIG.
2A, and FIG. 2B, the method for obtaining the cross-do-
main link provided in Embodiment 1 of this application.
[0027] S201: The first control device sends a first mes-
sage to the second control device, where the first mes-
sage is used to instruct a forwarding device in an IP do-
main to search for a device that is adjacent to the for-
warding device in the IP domain and that is in an optical
domain.
[0028] For example, the first control device is config-
ured to obtain the cross-domain link. The cross-domain
link helps complete a service that requires collaboration
between the IP domain and the optical domain. The sec-
ond control device is the control device in the IP domain.
The first message may comply with a representation
state transfer configuration (representation state transfer
configuration, restconf) protocol. The first control device
can communicate with the second control device, and
can manage and control the second control device. The
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device in the IP
domain and that is in the optical domain may be a device
that can communicate with and is adjacent to the for-
warding device in the IP domain and that is in the optical
domain. In other words, the device that is adjacent to the
forwarding device in the IP domain and that is in the op-
tical domain may be a device that is physically connected
to the forwarding device in the IP domain. In the scenario
in FIG. 1, C1 sends the first message to C2. C2 sends
the first message to R1 managed by C2, to instruct R1
to search for a device that is adjacent to R1 and that is
in the optical domain. C2 sends the second message to
R2 managed by C2, to instruct R2 to search for a device
that is adjacent to R2 and that is in the optical domain.
The forwarding devices managed by C2 include R1 and
R2.
[0029] S202: The second control device sends the first
message to a first forwarding device.
[0030] For example, if a communications protocol be-
tween the second control device and the forwarding de-
vices managed by the second control device is the same
as a communications protocol between the second con-
trol device and the first control device, the second control
device directly sends the first message from the first con-
trol device to the first forwarding device without convert-
ing a packet format. A network configuration protocol
(network configuration protocol, netconf) is used be-
tween the second control device and the forwarding de-
vices managed by the second control device. After re-
ceiving the first message, the second control device may
encapsulate and send the received first message based

on the communications protocol between the second
control device and the managed forwarding devices. In
the scenario in FIG. 1, C2 may send the first message
to the forwarding devices managed by C2, for example,
R1 and R2 in FIG. 1.
[0031] S203: The first forwarding device generates a
second message based on the first message, where the
second message includes a media access control (Media
Access Control, MAC) address of the first forwarding de-
vice, and the second message is used to search the op-
tical domain for the device that is adj acent to the first
forwarding device.
[0032] For example, the second message may be a
link layer discovery protocol (Link Layer Discovery Pro-
tocol, LLDP) message, a neighbor discovery protocol
(Neighbor Discovery Protocol, NDP) message, or a net-
work topology discovery protocol (Network Topology Dis-
covery Protocol, NTDP) message. The first forwarding
device generates the second message based on an in-
struction of the first message after receiving the first mes-
sage. The MAC address of the first forwarding device
may be used to identify a port through which the first
forwarding device sends the second message. Option-
ally, the second message may further include an identifier
of the first forwarding device and/or a port identifier of
the first forwarding device. The port identifier of the first
forwarding device may be identification information dif-
ferent from the MAC address of the first forwarding de-
vice. In the scenario in FIG. 1, R1 generates a first neigh-
bor discovery message based on the first message sent
by C2. The first neighbor discovery message includes a
MAC address of Rl. The MAC address of R1 is used to
identify a port through which R1 sends the first neighbor
discovery message. R2 generates a second neighbor
discovery message based on the first message sent by
C2. The second neighbor discovery message includes a
MAC address of R2. The MAC address of R2 is used to
identify a port through which R2 sends the second neigh-
bor discovery message.
[0033] S204: The first forwarding device sends the sec-
ond message to the optical domain through broadcast.
[0034] For example, the first forwarding device may
send the second message to the optical domain through
broadcast and through the port identified by the first for-
warding device. In the scenario in FIG. 1, R1 sends the
first neighbor discovery message through broadcast and
through the port identified by the MAC address of R1. An
optical network element that is physically connected to
R1 and that is in the optical domain can receive the first
neighbor discovery message sent by R1 through broad-
cast. R2 sends the second neighbor discovery message
through broadcast and through the port identified by the
MAC address of R2. An optical network element that is
physically connected to R2 and that is in the optical do-
main can receive the second neighbor discovery mes-
sage sent by R2 through broadcast.
[0035] S205: After receiving the second message, a
first optical network element generates a third message,
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where the third message includes a first identifier and a
second identifier, the first identifier is used to identify the
first optical network element, and the second identifier is
used to identify a port that communicates with the first
forwarding device and that is on the first optical network
element.
[0036] For example, after receiving the second mes-
sage, the first optical network element obtains the second
identifier. The second identifier may be a combination of
a shelf (shelf) number, a slot (slot) number, and a port
(port) number. Alternatively, the second identifier may be
an identifier in another form. This is not specifically limited
herein. The port that is on the first optical network element
and that can communicate with the first forwarding device
may be a service port on a tributary board of the first
optical network element. The third message generated
by the first optical network element meets a communica-
tions protocol between the first optical network element
and the third control device. In the scenario in FIG. 1, the
first neighbor discovery message sent by R1 through
broadcast to the optical domain is received only by the
optical network element that is physically connected to
R1. N1 receives the first neighbor discovery message
sent by R1 through broadcast. N1 obtains the first neigh-
bor discovery message or the MAC address of R1 includ-
ed in the first neighbor discovery message. N1 further
obtains an identifier of N1 and an identifier of a port
through which the first neighbor discovery message is
received. The second neighbor discovery message sent
by R2 through broadcast to the optical domain is received
only by the optical network element that is physically con-
nected to R2. N2 obtains the second neighbor discovery
message or the MAC address of R2 included in the sec-
ond neighbor discovery message. N2 further obtains an
identifier of N2 and an identifier of a port through which
the second neighbor discovery message is received.
[0037] S206: The first optical network element sends
the third message to the third control device.
[0038] For example, the third message may be sent
based on the netconf. In the scenario in FIG. 1, N1 may
send, to C3, the first neighbor discovery message, the
identifier of N1, and the identifier of the port through which
the first neighbor discovery message is received. Alter-
natively, N1 may send, to C3, the MAC address of R1,
the identifier of N1, and the identifier of the port through
which the first neighbor discovery message is received.
N2 may send, to C3, the second neighbor discovery mes-
sage, an identifier of N2, and the identifier of the port
through which the second neighbor discovery message
is received. N2 may send, to C3, the MAC address of
R2, the identifier of N2, and the identifier of the port
through which the second neighbor discovery message
is received.
[0039] Optionally, S205 and S206 may further be re-
placed with the following: The third control device listens
to the port on the first optical network element, to obtain
the first identifier, the second identifier, and the second
message. Alternatively, S205 and S206 may be replaced

with the following: The third control device listens to the
port on the first optical network element, to obtain the
first identifier, the second identifier, and the MAC address
of the first forwarding device.
[0040] S207: The third control device sends the third
message to the first control device.
[0041] For example, the third control device may send
the third message based on the restconf protocol. In the
network scenario in FIG. 1, C3 sends, to C1, the MAC
address of R1, the identifier of N1, and the identifier of
the port through which the first neighbor discovery mes-
sage is received that are obtained from N1. C3 sends,
to C1, the MAC address of R2, the identifier of N2, and
the identifier of the port through which the second neigh-
bor discovery message is received.
[0042] S208: The first control device obtains a cross-
domain link between the first forwarding device and the
first optical network element based on the MAC address
of the first forwarding device, the first identifier, and the
second identifier.
[0043] For example, the first control device obtains a
correspondence based on the MAC address of the first
forwarding device, the first identifier, and the second
identifier. The correspondence is used to indicate the
cross-domain link between the first forwarding device
and the first optical network element. The correspond-
ence includes the MAC address of the first forwarding
device, the first identifier, and the second identifier. In
the scenario in FIG. 1, C1 may obtain, based on a pa-
rameter received from C3, that there is a cross-domain
link between N1 and R1, and there is a cross-domain link
between N2 and R2. C1 obtains a first correspondence
based on the parameter from C3. The first correspond-
ence includes the MAC address of R1, the identifier of
N1, and the identifier of the port through which N1 re-
ceives the first neighbor discovery message. The first
correspondence is used to indicate the cross-domain link
between R1 and N1. C1 obtains a second correspond-
ence based on the parameter from C3. The second cor-
respondence includes the MAC address of R2, the iden-
tifier of N2, and the identifier of the port through which
N2 receives the second neighbor discovery message.
The second correspondence is used to indicate a cross-
domain link between R2 and N2.
[0044] In the method provided in Embodiment 1 of this
application, the first control device may determine, by
triggering the first forwarding device to send the third
message to the optical domain through broadcast, that
there is a connection between the first optical network
element in the optical domain and the first forwarding
device. By using the method, the first control device can
obtain the cross-domain link between the optical network
element in the optical domain and the forwarding device
in the IP domain, for example, the identifier of the optical
network element, the identifier of the port of the optical
network element, and the identifier of the port of the for-
warding device in the IP domain. In this way, in a process
of configuring a cross-domain service, the first control
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device may obtain the cross-domain link between the IP
domain and the optical domain by using the method in
Embodiment 1, and the cross-domain link does not need
to be manually planned and configured in advance. This
helps improve efficiency of configuring the cross-domain
service.

Embodiment 2

[0045] FIG. 3 is a schematic flowchart of a method for
obtaining a cross-domain link according to Embodiment
2 of this application. A first control device in FIG. 3 is a
device that integrates C1, C2, and C3 in FIG. 1. The
following describes, with reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 3,
a method for obtaining a cross-domain link according to
Embodiment 2 of this application.
[0046] S301: The first control device sends a first mes-
sage to a first forwarding device, where the first message
is used to instruct the first forwarding device to search
for a device that is adj acent to the first forwarding device
and that is in an optical domain.
[0047] For example, the first control device in Embod-
iment 2 has functions of the first control device, the sec-
ond control device, and the third control device that are
in Embodiment 1. A netconf communications protocol is
used between the first control device and a forwarding
device in an IP domain managed by the first control de-
vice.
[0048] S302: The first forwarding device generates a
second message based on the first message, where the
second message includes a MAC address of the first
forwarding device, and the second message is used to
search the optical domain for the device that is adjacent
to the first forwarding device.
[0049] For example, the second message may be an
LLDP message, an NDP message, or an NTDP mes-
sage. For a method for generating the second message
by the first forwarding device, refer to S203 in Embodi-
ment 1.
[0050] S303: The first forwarding device sends the sec-
ond message to the optical domain through broadcast.
[0051] For content of S303, refer to the content of S204
in Embodiment 1.
[0052] S304: After receiving the second message, a
first optical network element generates a third message,
where the third message includes a first identifier and a
second identifier, the first identifier is used to identify the
first optical network element, and the second identifier is
used to identify a port that communicates with the first
forwarding device and that is on the first optical network
element.
[0053] For content of S304, refer to content of S205 in
Embodiment 1.
[0054] S305: The first optical network element sends
the third message to the first control device.
[0055] For a method for sending the third message by
the first optical network element to the first control device,
refer to the corresponding content of S206 in Embodi-

ment 1.
[0056] Optionally, S304 and S305 may alternatively be
replaced with the following: The third control device lis-
tens to a port on the first optical network element, to obtain
the first identifier, the second identifier, and the second
message. Alternatively, S304 and S305 may be replaced
with the following: The first control device listens to a port
of the first optical network element, to obtain the first iden-
tifier, the second identifier, and the MAC address of the
first forwarding device.
[0057] S306: The first control device obtains a cross-
domain link between the first forwarding device and the
first optical network element based on the MAC address
of the first forwarding device, the first identifier, and the
second identifier.
[0058] For content of S306, refer to the content of S208
in Embodiment 1.
[0059] In the method in Embodiment 2 of this applica-
tion, the first control device can separately manage an
optical network element in the optical domain and the
forwarding device in the IP domain. The first control de-
vice may directly trigger the first forwarding device to
send the second message to the optical domain through
broadcast, so as to obtain a cross-domain link between
the optical network element in the optical domain and the
forwarding device in the IP domain, for example, an iden-
tifier of the optical network element, an identifier of a port
of the optical network element, and an identifier of a port
of the forwarding device in the IP domain. In this way, in
a process of configuring a cross-domain service, the first
control device may obtain the cross-domain link between
the IP domain and the optical domain by using the method
in Embodiment 2, and the cross-domain link does not
need to be manually planned and configured in advance.
This helps improve efficiency of configuring the cross-
domain service.
[0060] FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a
control device that is configured to obtain a cross-domain
link according to an embodiment of this application. The
control device may be the first control device in Embod-
iment 2, or may be a device that integrates the first control
device, the second control device, and the third control
device in Embodiment 1. The control device may imple-
ment a function of the device that integrates the first con-
trol device, the second control device, and the third con-
trol device in Embodiment 1, or the control device may
implement a function of the first control device in Embod-
iment 2. Alternatively, the control device may be a device
that integrates C1, C2, and C3 in FIG. 1. The following
describes, with reference to FIG. 4, the control device
provided in this embodiment of this application.
[0061] The control device that is configured to obtain
the cross-domain link provided in this embodiment of this
application includes: a sending module 401, a receiving
module 402, and an obtaining module 403.
[0062] The sending module 401 is configured to send
a first message to a forwarding device in an IP domain.
The first message is used to instruct the forwarding de-
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vice to search for a device that is adjacent to the forward-
ing device in the IP domain and that is in an optical do-
main. The receiving module 402 is configured to receive
a second message from an optical network element in
the optical domain. The second message includes a first
identifier, a second identifier, and a MAC address of the
forwarding device in the IP domain. The first identifier is
used to identify the optical network element, the second
identifier is used to identify a port that communicates with
the forwarding device and that is on the optical network
element, and the optical network element is the device
that is adjacent to the forwarding device and that is in the
optical domain. The obtaining module 403 is configured
to obtain a cross-domain link between the optical network
element and the forwarding device in the IP domain
based on the first identifier, the second identifier, and the
MAC address of the forwarding device.
[0063] For example, the obtaining module 403 is spe-
cifically configured to obtain a correspondence based on
the first identifier, the second identifier, and the MAC ad-
dress of the forwarding device in the IP domain. The cor-
respondence is used to indicate the cross-domain link
between the optical network element and the forwarding
device in the IP domain, and the correspondence in-
cludes the first identifier, the second identifier, and the
MAC address of the forwarding device in the IP domain.
[0064] Optionally, the control device further includes a
control module in the IP domain and a control module in
the optical domain. The control module in the IP domain
is configured to: receive the first message sent by the
sending module 401, and forward the first message to
the forwarding device in the IP domain. The control mod-
ule in the optical domain is configured to: receive the
second message sent by the optical network element,
and forward the second message to the receiving module
402. That the sending module 401 sends the first mes-
sage to the forwarding device in the IP domain includes:
The sending module 401 sends the first message to the
control module in the IP domain, and the control module
in the IP domain forwards the first message to the for-
warding device in the IP domain. That the receiving mod-
ule 402 receives the second message from the optical
network element in the optical domain includes: The con-
trol module in the optical domain receives the second
message sent by the optical network element, and for-
wards the second message to the receiving module 402.
[0065] FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of a
forwarding device in an IP domain according to an em-
bodiment of this application. The forwarding device in the
IP domain may be the first forwarding device in Embod-
iment 1 or Embodiment 2. Alternatively, the forwarding
device in the IP domain may be R1 or R2 in FIG. 1. The
forwarding device in the IP domain may implement a
function of the first forwarding device in Embodiment 1
or Embodiment 2. The following describes, with refer-
ence to FIG. 5, a forwarding device in an IP domain ac-
cording to an embodiment of this application.
[0066] The forwarding device in the IP domain provid-

ed in this embodiment of this application includes a re-
ceiving module 501, a generation module 502, and a
sending module 503. The receiving module 501 is con-
figured to receive a first message sent by a control device
that is configured to obtain a cross-domain link. The first
message is used to instruct the forwarding device in the
IP domain to search for a device that is adjacent to the
forwarding device in the IP domain and that is in an optical
domain. The generation module 502 is configured to gen-
erate a second message based on the first message.
The second message includes a MAC address of the
forwarding device in the IP domain. The second message
is used to search the optical domain for the device that
is adjacent to the forwarding device in the IP domain.
The sending module 503 is configured to send the second
message to the optical domain through broadcast. The
second message is an LLDP message, an NDP mes-
sage, or an NTDP message.
[0067] FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a
forwarding device in an optical domain according to an
embodiment of this application. The forwarding device in
the optical domain may be a first optical network element
in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2. Alternatively, the for-
warding device in the optical domain may be N1 or N2
in FIG. 1. The forwarding device in the optical domain
may implement a function of the first optical network el-
ement in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2. The following
describes, with reference to FIG. 6, the forwarding device
in the optical domain according to an embodiment of this
application.
[0068] The forwarding device in the optical domain pro-
vided in this embodiment of this application includes a
receiving module 601, a generation module 602, and a
sending module 603. The receiving module 601 is con-
figured to receive a first message that is sent by a for-
warding device in an IP domain through broadcast. The
first message includes a MAC address of the forwarding
device in the IP domain. The first message is used to
search the optical domain for a device that is adjacent to
the forwarding device in the IP domain. The generation
module 602 is configured to generate a second message
based on the first message. The second message in-
cludes a first identifier and a second identifier. The first
identifier is used to identify the forwarding device in the
optical domain. The second identifier is used to identify
a port that communicates with the forwarding device in
the IP domain and that is on the forwarding device in the
optical domain. The sending module 603 is configured
to send the second message to a control device that is
configured to obtain a cross-domain link. The first mes-
sage is an LLDP message, an NDP message, or an NT-
DP message.
[0069] FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of a
control device that is configured to obtain a cross-domain
link according to an embodiment of this application. The
control device and the control device in FIG. 4 may be a
same device. The control device may implement a func-
tion of a device that integrates the first control device,
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the second control device, and the third control device in
Embodiment 1, or the control device may implement a
function of the first control device in Embodiment 2. The
following describes, with reference to FIG. 7, the control
device provided in this embodiment of this application.
The control device in this embodiment includes a proc-
essor 701, a memory 702, and a communications inter-
face 703. The processor 701, the memory 702, and the
communications interface 703 are connected by using a
communications bus 704. The memory 702 is configured
to store a program. The processor 701 performs, accord-
ing to an executable instruction included in the program
read from the memory 702, the method steps performed
by the control device in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment
2. The processor 701 may receive and send a message
or a packet by using the communications interface 703.
For details, refer to the corresponding content in Embod-
iment 1 and Embodiment 2.
[0070] FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of a
forwarding device in an IP domain according to an em-
bodiment of this application. The forwarding device in the
IP domain and the forwarding device in the IP domain in
FIG. 5 may be a same device. The forwarding device in
the IP domain may implement a function of the first for-
warding device in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2. The
following describes, with reference to FIG. 8, the forward-
ing device in the IP domain according to an embodiment
of this application. The forwarding device in the IP domain
in this embodiment includes a processor 801, a memory
802, and a communications interface 803. The processor
801, the memory 802, and the communications interface
803 are connected by using a communications bus 804.
The memory 802 is configured to store a program. The
processor 801 performs, according to an executable in-
struction included in the program read from the memory
802, the method steps performed by the first forwarding
device in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2. The processor
801 may receive and send a message or a packet by
using the communications interface 803. For details, re-
fer to the corresponding content in Embodiment 1 or Em-
bodiment 2.
[0071] FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of a
forwarding device in an optical domain according to an
embodiment of this application. The forwarding device in
the optical domain and the forwarding device in the op-
tical domain in FIG. 6 may be a same device. The for-
warding device in the optical domain may implement a
function of the first optical network element in Embodi-
ment 1 or Embodiment 2. The following describes, with
reference to FIG. 9, the forwarding device in the optical
domain according to an embodiment of this application.
The forwarding device in the optical domain in this em-
bodiment includes a processor 901, a memory 902, and
a communications interface 903. The processor 901, the
memory 902, and the communications interface 903 are
connected by using a communications bus 904. The
memory 902 is configured to store a program. The proc-
essor 901 performs, according to an executable instruc-

tion included in the program read from the memory 902,
the method steps performed by the first optical network
element in Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2. The proc-
essor 901 may receive and send a message or a packet
by using the communications interface 903. For details,
refer to the corresponding content in Embodiment 1 or
Embodiment 2.
[0072] In an embodiment of this application, a compu-
ter storage medium is further provided. The computer
storage medium stores a computer program instruction.
When the computer program instruction is executed by
a network device, the network device implements the
method performed by the control device in Embodiment
1 or Embodiment 2.
[0073] In an embodiment of this application, a compu-
ter storage medium is further provided. The computer
storage medium stores a computer program instruction.
When the computer program instruction is executed by
a network device, the network device implements the
method performed by the first forwarding device in Em-
bodiment 1 or Embodiment 2.
[0074] In an embodiment of this application, a compu-
ter storage medium is further provided. The computer
storage medium stores a computer program instruction.
When the computer program instruction is executed by
a network device, the network device implements the
method performed by the first optical network element in
Embodiment 1 or Embodiment 2.
[0075] A general-purpose processor in the embodi-
ments of this application may be a microprocessor or the
processor may be any conventional processor. The steps
of the methods disclosed with reference to the embodi-
ments of this application may be directly performed by
using a combination of hardware in the processor and a
software module. When it is implemented by using soft-
ware, code that implements the foregoing functions may
be stored in a computer-readable medium. The compu-
ter-readable medium includes a computer storage me-
dium. The storage medium may be any available medium
accessible to a computer. The following is used as an
example but is not limited: The computer readable me-
dium may be a random access memory (full name: ran-
dom-access memory, RAM for short), a read-only mem-
ory (full name: read-only memory, ROM for short), an
electrically erasable programmable read-only memory
(full name: electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory, EEPROM for short), a compact disc read-only
memory (full name: compact disk read-only memory, CD-
ROM for short) or other optical disk storage, a disk stor-
age medium or other disk storage, or any other medium
that can be used to carry or store expected program code
in a command or data structure form and can be ac-
cessed by a computer. The computer-readable medium
may be a compact disc (full name: compact disk, CD for
short), a laser disc, a digital video disc (full name: digital
video disk, DVD for short), a floppy disk, or a Blu-ray disc.
[0076] The embodiments in this specification are all
described in a progressive manner, for same or similar
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parts in the embodiments, refer to these embodiments,
and each embodiment focuses on a difference from other
embodiments. Especially, a system embodiment is ba-
sically similar to a method embodiment, and therefore is
described briefly; for related parts, refer to partial descrip-
tions in the method embodiment.

Claims

1. A method for obtaining a cross-domain link, wherein
the method comprises:

sending, by a control device, a first message to
a forwarding device in an internet protocol IP
domain, wherein the first message is used to
instruct the forwarding device to search for a de-
vice that is adjacent to the forwarding device and
that is in an optical domain;
receiving, by the control device, a second mes-
sage from an optical network element in the op-
tical domain, wherein the second message com-
prises a first identifier, a second identifier, and
a media access control MAC address of the for-
warding device, the first identifier is used to iden-
tify the optical network element, the second
identifier is used to identify a port that commu-
nicates with the forwarding device and that is on
the optical network element, and the optical net-
work element is the device that is adjacent to
the forwarding device and that is in the optical
domain; and
obtaining, by the control device, the cross-do-
main link between the forwarding device and the
optical network element based on the first iden-
tifier, the second identifier, and the MAC address
of the forwarding device.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the ob-
taining, by the control device, the cross-domain link
between the forwarding device and the optical net-
work element based on the first identifier, the second
identifier, and the MAC address of the forwarding
device comprises:
obtaining, by the control device, a correspondence
based on the first identifier, the second identifier, and
the MAC address of the forwarding device, wherein
the correspondence is used to indicate the cross-
domain link between the forwarding device and the
optical network element, and the correspondence
comprises the first identifier, the second identifier,
and the MAC address of the forwarding device.

3. A method for obtaining a cross-domain link, wherein
the method comprises:

receiving, by a forwarding device in an internet
protocol IP domain, a first message sent by a

control device that is configured to obtain a
cross-domain link, wherein the first message is
used to instruct the forwarding device to search
for a device that is adjacent to the forwarding
device and that is in an optical domain;
generating, by the forwarding device, a second
message based on the first message, wherein
the second message comprises a media access
control MAC address of the forwarding device,
and the second message is used to search the
optical domain for the device that is adjacent to
the forwarding device; and
sending, by the forwarding device, the second
message to the optical domain through broad-
cast.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein the sec-
ond message is a link layer discovery protocol LLDP
message, a neighbor discovery protocol NDP mes-
sage, or a network topology discovery protocol NT-
DP message.

5. A method for obtaining a cross-domain link, wherein
the method comprises:

receiving, by an optical network element in an
optical domain, a first message that is sent by a
forwarding device in an internet protocol IP do-
main through broadcast, wherein the first mes-
sage comprises a media access control MAC
address of the forwarding device, and the first
message is used to search the optical domain
for a device that is adjacent to the forwarding
device;
generating, by the optical network element, a
second message based on the first message,
wherein the second message comprises a first
identifier and a second identifier, the first iden-
tifier is used to identify the optical network ele-
ment, and the second identifier is used to identify
a port that communicates with the forwarding
device and that is on the optical network ele-
ment; and
sending, by the optical network element, the
second message to a control device that is con-
figured to obtain the cross-domain link.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the first
message is a link layer discovery protocol LLDP
message, a neighbor discovery protocol NDP mes-
sage, or a network topology discovery protocol NT-
DP message.

7. A control device for obtaining a cross-domain link,
wherein the control device comprises:

a sending module, configured to send a first
message to a forwarding device in an internet
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protocol IP domain, wherein the first message
is used to instruct the forwarding device to
search for a device that is adjacent to the for-
warding device in the IP domain and that is in
an optical domain;
a receiving module, configured to receive a sec-
ond message from an optical network element
in the optical domain, wherein the second mes-
sage comprises a first identifier, a second iden-
tifier, and a media access control MAC address
of the forwarding device in the IP domain, the
first identifier is used to identify the optical net-
work element, the second identifier is used to
identify a port that communicates with the for-
warding device and that is on the optical network
element, and the optical network element is the
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device
and that is in the optical domain; and
an obtaining module, configured to obtain the
cross-domain link between the optical network
element and the forwarding device in the IP do-
main based on the first identifier, the second
identifier, and the MAC address of the forward-
ing device.

8. The control device according to claim 7, wherein the
obtaining module is specifically configured to obtain
a correspondence based on the first identifier, the
second identifier, and the MAC address of the for-
warding device in the IP domain, the correspond-
ence is used to indicate the cross-domain link be-
tween the optical network element and the forward-
ing device in the IP domain, and the correspondence
comprises the first identifier, the second identifier,
and the MAC address of the forwarding device in the
IP domain.

9. The control device according to claim 7 or 8, wherein
the control device further comprises: a control mod-
ule in the IP domain and a control module in the
optical domain, wherein
the control module in the IP domain is configured to:
receive the first message sent by the sending mod-
ule, and forward the first message to the forwarding
device in the IP domain, and
the control module in the optical domain is configured
to: receive the second message sent by the optical
network element, and forward the second message
to the receiving module;
that the sending module sends the first message to
the forwarding device in the IP domain comprises:

sending, by the sending module, the first mes-
sage to the control module in the IP domain, and
forwarding, by the control module in the IP do-
main, the first message to the forwarding device
in the IP domain; and
that the receiving module receives the second

message from the optical network element in
the optical domain comprises:
receiving, by the control module in the optical
domain, the second message sent by the optical
network element, and forwarding the second
message to the receiving module.

10. A forwarding device in an internet protocol IP do-
main, wherein the forwarding device in the IP domain
comprises:

a receiving module, configured to receive a first
message sent by a control device that is config-
ured to obtain a cross-domain link, wherein the
first message is used to instruct the forwarding
device in the IP domain to search for a device
that is adjacent to the forwarding device in the
IP domain and that is in an optical domain;
a generation module, configured to generate a
second message based on the first message,
wherein the second message comprises a me-
dia access control MAC address of the forward-
ing device in the IP domain, and the second mes-
sage is used to search the optical domain for
the device that is adjacent to the forwarding de-
vice in the IP domain; and
a sending module, configured to send the sec-
ond message to the optical domain through
broadcast.

11. The forwarding device in the IP domain according to
claim 10, wherein the second message is a link layer
discovery protocol LLDP message, a neighbor dis-
covery protocol NDP message, or a network topol-
ogy discovery protocol NTDP message.

12. A forwarding device in an optical domain, wherein
the forwarding device in the optical domain compris-
es:

a receiving module, configured to receive a first
message that is sent by a forwarding device in
an internet protocol IP domain through broad-
cast, wherein the first message comprises a me-
dia access control MAC address of the forward-
ing device in the IP domain, and the first mes-
sage is used to search the optical domain for a
device that is adjacent to the forwarding device
in the IP domain;
a generation module, configured to generate a
second message based on the first message,
wherein the second message comprises a first
identifier and a second identifier, the first iden-
tifier is used to identify the forwarding device in
the optical domain, and the second identifier is
used to identify a port that communicates with
the forwarding device in the IP domain and that
is on the forwarding device in the optical domain;

19 20 



EP 3 723 328 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

and
a sending module, configured to send the sec-
ond message to a control device that is config-
ured to obtain a cross-domain link.

13. The forwarding device in the optical domain accord-
ing to claim 12, wherein the first message is a link
layer discovery protocol LLDP message, a neighbor
discovery protocol NDP message, or a network to-
pology discovery protocol NTDP message.

14. A network device, wherein the network device com-
prises a processor and a memory, the memory
stores a computer program instruction, and when
executing the computer program instruction, the
processor implements the method according to any
one of claims 1 to 6.

15. A computer storage medium, wherein the computer
storage medium stores a computer program instruc-
tion, and when the computer program instruction is
executed by a network device, the network device
implements the method according to any one of
claims 1 to 6.
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