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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR INDICATING CONTINENCE STATE OF A PATIENT ON A BED

(57) A patient support apparatus includes a frame
and a mattress supported by the frame and arranged to
support a patient thereon. A sensor is included to detect
moisture on the patient and/or the patient support appa-
ratus. The sensor produces signals indicative of the pres-

ence of moisture on the patient support apparatus. One
or more alerts are output in response to the signals pro-
vided by the sensor to notify a caregiver of the presence
of moisture on the patient support apparatus.
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Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates to patient sup-
port apparatuses having alerting capabilities. More spe-
cifically, the present disclosure relates to patient support
apparatuses that include sensors for monitoring an in-
continence state of a patient and structures for alerting
caregivers when moisture is detected.
[0002] Patients in healthcare facilities may become in-
continent and may need the wetness to be removed from
the bed to prevent undesirable side effects. When mois-
ture is detected by an incontinence detection system, a
nurse may receive an alert of the incontinence state im-
mediately, although immediate action may not be needed
nor possible if all nurses are preoccupied with other, ur-
gent tasks. Furthermore, other members in the vicinity
of the patient and the hospital bed may become upset if
they notice an alert that the patient has become inconti-
nent yet no caregivers are available to immediately assist
them.
[0003] The present application discloses one or more
of the following features alone or in any combination.
[0004] In a first aspect of the present disclosure, a pa-
tient support apparatus includes a frame, an incontinence
detection pad supported by the frame, and an indicator.
The incontinence detection pad is operable to detect in-
continence of a patient supported by the frame. The in-
dicator is coupled to the frame and operable to provide
a visual indication that incontinence has been detected
by the incontinence detection pad.
[0005] In some embodiments, a user input is provided
to enable and disable the indicator. When the indicator
is disabled, no visual indication that incontinence has
been detected by the incontinence detection pad is pro-
vided by the indicator.
[0006] In some embodiments, the indicator includes a
light at a foot end of the frame. The visual indication in-
cludes an incontinence icon that is projected onto a floor
adjacent to the frame.
[0007] In some embodiments, the patient support ap-
paratus further includes communication circuitry coupled
to the frame and operable to transmit an incontinence
status signal for receipt by a remote computer. The pa-
tient support apparatus further includes a graphical user
interface (GUI) coupled to the frame and wherein the
user input is displayed on the GUI.
[0008] In some embodiments, the incontinence detec-
tion pad provides a wireless signal indicative of an incon-
tinence detection state. The indicator comprises a light
coupled to the frame and a projector coupled to the frame
and operable to project an incontinence icon onto a sur-
face adjacent the frame. The light includes a second in-
continence icon that matches an appearance of the in-
continence icon that is projected onto the surface. The
user input is usable to enable and disable the light, the
projector, or both.
[0009] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a system includes a patient support apparatus,

and a detection and notification system. The detection
and notification system includes an incontinence detec-
tion pad, an external alarm system, and a controller. The
incontinence detection pad is supported by the patient
support apparatus and having a condition-responsive
sensor to produce a signal indicative of moisture being
present on the incontinence detection pad. The external
alarm system includes a first indicator located in the vi-
cinity of the incontinence detection pad and a second
indicator located in a remote location out of view from
the incontinence detection pad
[0010] In some embodiments, the first and second in-
dicators display a first iconic representation indicative of
a lack of moisture on the incontinence detection pad and
a second iconic representation indicative of the presence
of moisture on the incontinence detection pad. The con-
troller is coupled to the incontinence detection pad and
includes a processor and a memory device storing in-
structions that, when executed, cause the first indicator
to display selectively the first iconic representation when
the condition-responsive sensor produces the signals
and the second indicator to display the second iconic
representation when the condition-responsive sensor
produces the signals.
[0011] In some embodiments, the controller is repro-
grammable through user inputs to display selectively the
first or the second iconic representation using the first
indicator when the condition-responsive sensor deter-
mines that moisture is present on the incontinence de-
tection pad. The first iconic representation includes an
iconic representation with a first color and the second
iconic representation includes the iconic representation
with a second color different from the first color to indicate
the presence of moisture on the incontinence detection
pad.
[0012] In some embodiments, the first indicator in-
cludes an indicator panel coupled to the patient support
apparatus. The first indicator may be coupled to a foot
end of the frame. The first indicator further may include
a projector configured to display an image on a surface
spaced apart from the patient support apparatus. The
surface includes a floor around the patient support ap-
paratus. The first and second iconic representations may
be displayed at the same time.
[0013] In some embodiments, the system further in-
cludes a user interface for receiving user inputs to control
the first indicator to cause the first indicator to display
selectively the first iconic representation or the second
iconic representation. The user interface includes a touch
screen with a number of button icons for receiving user
inputs to control the first indicator to cause the first indi-
cator to display selectively the first iconic representation
or the second iconic representation.
[0014] In some embodiments, the button icons include
a first indicator button icon that, when selected, may
cause the first indicator to turn off such that the first and
second iconic representations are displayed only by the
second indicator. The button icons include a second in-
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dicator button icon that, when selected, may cause the
indicator panel and the projector to display both the first
and second iconic representations such that the first and
second iconic representations are displayed by both the
first the second indicators. The button icons include a
projector button icon that, when selected, may cause the
projector to turn off such that the first and second iconic
representations are displayed only by the indicator panel
and the second visual indicator.
[0015] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a method includes: providing a patient support
apparatus with a detection and notification system includ-
ing a first indicator in a proximate location to the patient
support apparatus and a second indicator in a remote
location to the patient support apparatus. The method
further includes displaying a first iconic representation at
the proximate location when a condition is lacking. The
method further includes displaying the first iconic repre-
sentation at the remote location when the condition is
lacking.
[0016] In some embodiments the method further in-
cludes displaying a second iconic representation at the
remote location when the condition is present and dis-
playing selectively the first iconic representation at the
proximate location when the condition is present. The
condition is the presence of moisture on the patient sup-
port apparatus detected by a sensor.
[0017] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a detection and notification system includes a
condition-responsive sensor to produce a signal indica-
tive of moisture being present, an external alarm system,
and a controller. The external alarm system includes a
first indicator located in a proximate location to the sensor
and a second indicator located in a remote location out
of view from the sensor. The controller coupled to the
sensor to receive the signal produced by the sensor.
[0018] In some embodiments, the first and second in-
dicators display a first iconic representation indicative of
a lack of moisture and a second iconic representation
indicative of the presence of moisture. The controller in-
cludes a processor and a memory device storing instruc-
tions that, when executed, cause the first indicator to dis-
play selectively the first iconic representation or the sec-
ond iconic representation when the condition-responsive
sensor produces the signals and the second indicator to
display the second iconic representation when the con-
dition-responsive sensor produces the signals.
[0019] According to another aspect of the present dis-
closure, a detection and notification system includes an
incontinence detection pad having a condition-respon-
sive sensor to produce a signal indicative of moisture
being present on the incontinence detection pad, an ex-
ternal alarm system, and a controller. The external alarm
system includes a first indicator located in a proximate
location to the incontinence detection pad and a second
indicator located in a remote location out of view from
the incontinence detection pad. The controller is coupled
to the incontinence detection pad and the external alarm

system.
[0020] In some embodiments, the controller includes
a processor and a memory device storing instructions
that, when executed, cause the first indicator to display
selectively a first iconic representation or a second iconic
representation when the condition-responsive sensor
produces the signals and the second indicator to display
the second iconic representation when the condition-re-
sponsive sensor produces the signals. The first indicator
displays the first iconic representation when the inconti-
nence detection pad is installed on the patient support
apparatus, the second iconic representation displays the
first indication when there is a lack of moisture on the
incontinence detection pad, and the second indicator dis-
plays the second iconic representation when there is a
presence of moisture on the incontinence detection pad.
The first visual indicator continues to display the first icon-
ic representation when there is a presence of moisture
on the incontinence detection pad.
[0021] The invention will now be further described by
way of example with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a patient support ap-
paratus including a detection and notification system
according to the present disclosure and a user inter-
face with a touch screen used to control the detection
and notification system; and
Fig. 2-7 are diagrammatic representations displayed
on the graphical user interface with a number of but-
ton icons for controlling the detection and notification
system;
Fig. 2 is a screen shot of a home screen displayed
on the graphical user interface in accordance with
the present disclosure;
Fig. 3 is a screen shot of a settings screen displayed
on the graphical user interface in accordance with
the present disclosure;
Fig. 4 is a screen shot of a bed features screen dis-
played on the graphical user interface in accordance
with the present disclosure;
Fig. 5 is a screen shot of an indicator settings screen
displayed on the graphical user interface in accord-
ance with the present disclosure;
Fig. 6 is a screen shot of an incontinence indicator
screen displayed on the graphical user interface in
accordance with the present disclosure; and
Fig. 7 is a screen shot of a projector screen displayed
on the graphical user interface in accordance with
the present disclosure.

[0022] Referring to Fig. 1, a patient support apparatus
10 is illustratively embodied as a hospital bed 10. The
hospital bed 10 includes a frame 12, a mattress 14 sup-
ported on the frame 12, and a detection and notification
system 16. An example of a suitable frame 12 and mat-
tress 14 is shown and described in U. S. Patent Pub. No.
2018/0184984 which is expressly incorporated by refer-
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ence herein for the purpose of describing the frame 12
and mattress 14 along with associated functions and ca-
pabilities of the frame 12 and mattress 14. The detection
and notification system 16 is configured to determine an
incontinence state of a patient resting on the mattress 14
and display selectively notifications that indicate various
statuses of the detection and notification system 16.
[0023] The detection and notification system includes
a condition-responsive sensor 18, a controller 20 coupled
to the sensor 18, and an external alarm system 22 as
shown diagrammatically in Fig. 1. The sensor 18 is con-
figured to sense the presence of moisture on the patient
and/or the mattress 14 and output signals indicative
thereof. The controller 20 receives the signals from the
sensor 18 and issues commands to the external alarm
system 22 to provide a notification based on user inputs
and/or user preferences stored in the controller 20. The
external alarm system 22 provides one or more notifica-
tions that match the stored inputs or preferences.
[0024] In the illustrative embodiment, the sensor 18 is
integrated into an incontinence detection pad 24 that is
supported on the mattress 14 and the frame 12 as sug-
gested in Fig. 1. The incontinence detection pad 24 is
positioned on the hospital bed 10 for surveillance for un-
wanted incontinence fluids or other biofluids that may be
produced by a patient. The incontinence detection pad
24 absorbs and retains the fluids therein and the incon-
tinence detection pad 24 may be removed and replaced
without replacing the entire mattress 14. An example of
a suitable incontinence detection pad 24 is shown and
described in U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2019/0060137 which
is expressly incorporated by reference herein for the pur-
pose of describing a suitable incontinence detection pad.
[0025] The condition-responsive sensor 18 includes a
sensor circuit with a plurality of electrically conductive
traces printed on a substrate of the incontinence detec-
tion pad 24 that produce the sensor signals when mois-
ture is present on the incontinence detection pad 24. Ex-
amples of a suitable sensor with a sensor circuit integrat-
ed into an incontinence detection pad is shown and de-
scribed in U.S. Patent Pub. Nos. 2017/0065464 and
2018/0021184, each of which is expressly incorporated
herein for the purpose of showing and describing a suit-
able sensor for an incontinence detection pad and means
for powering the sensor and transmitting the signals pro-
duced by the sensor. In some embodiments, the sensor
18 communicated wirelessly with controller 20. In other
embodiments, a wired connection is provided between
sensor 18 and controller 20.
[0026] The controller 20 includes a processor 26 and
a memory device 28 storing instructions that, when ex-
ecuted, cause the external alarm system 22 to display
selectively the notifications according to the user inputs.
The controller 20 includes all of the functionality needed
to operate the external alarm system 22 and is coupled
with a graphical user interface 30 mounted on or near
the hospital bed 10 as shown in Fig. 1. The user inputs
are entered by a caregiver with the graphical user inter-

face 30 and are stored in memory device 28 to program
the controller 20 to operate the external alarm system 22
according to the caregiver’s and/or patient’s preferences.
[0027] The external alarm system 22 displays notifica-
tions that represent statuses of the sensor 18 based on
the user inputs that have been entered into the user in-
terface 30 and stored in the memory device 28 of the
controller 20. In one embodiment, the status of the sensor
18 is whether or not moisture is present on the inconti-
nence detection pad 24. In another embodiment, the sta-
tus of the sensor 18 is whether or not the hospital bed
10 is provided with an incontinence fluid sensing capa-
bility (i.e. the incontinence detection pad 24 with the in-
tegrated sensor 18).
[0028] The external alarm system 22 includes a first
indicator 32 located in a proximate location to the hospital
bed 10 and a second indicator 34 located in a remote
location out of view from the hospital bed 10. The prox-
imate location may be in the same room as the hospital
bed 10 while the remote location is outside of the room
with the hospital bed 10. The controller 20 may be cou-
pled with the external alarm system 22 through a suitable
connection, such as a universal asynchronous receiv-
er/transmitter (UART) connection 36, or through a wire-
less connection 38 that includes one or more antennas
40 and/or transceivers 42. The first indicator 32 displays
iconic representations on or near the hospital bed 10.
Depending on the user inputs entered into the user in-
terface 30, the first indicator 32 may display an iconic
representation indicative of whether or not moisture is
present on incontinence detection pad 24, or an iconic
representation indicative of whether or not the patient’s
hospital bed 10 is currently provided with an incontinence
detection pad 24. The second indicator 34 may display
the same representations at the remote location or dif-
ferent representations depending on the user inputs en-
tered into the user interface 30. In the illustrative embod-
iment, the second indicator 34 is located at a master
nurse call station.
[0029] When a status of the sensor 18 changes, the
first and the second indicators may display a new iconic
representation to alert the caregiver of the change and
indicate that appropriate action may be needed such as,
for example, changing a wet or soiled incontinence de-
tection pad 24. In some instances, changing a wet or
soiled incontinence detection pad is not an action that
requires urgent completion and medical personnel made
be delayed in responding to the action if they are busy
with other patients. Still, the sensor 18 within the incon-
tinence detection pad 24 is configured to provide the sig-
nals as soon as moisture is detected on the incontinence
detection pad 24. Upon receiving the signals from the
sensor 18, the controller 20 may cause the first indicator
32 to display the new iconic representation proximate to
the hospital bed 10 as soon as the sensor 18 detects the
moisture. Non-medical personnel within the room may
see the new iconic representation and expect urgent ac-
tion to remedy the situation even though urgent action
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may not be needed and/or possible at that time. Accord-
ingly, the non-medical personnel may become irritated
or upset that the patient’s incontinence detection pad 24
has not been changed. The external alarm system 22 in
the illustrative embodiment may be programmed selec-
tively through the user inputs into the user interface 30
to either: 1) turn off the first indicator 32 such that only
the second indicator 34 is used; 2) display an iconic rep-
resentation with the first indicator 32 that indicates only
that the hospital bed 10 is currently provided with an in-
continence detection pad 24; or 3) change selectively
what types of indications are provided by the first indicator
32.
[0030] In the illustrative embodiment, the first indicator
32 is mounted to a foot end 44 of the hospital bed 10 and
includes an indicator panel 46 and a projector 48 as
shown in Fig. 1. The indicator panel 46 displays a plurality
of iconic representations 50 associated with different fea-
tures of the hospital bed 10 and/or information related to
the patient. The projector 48 illuminates iconic represen-
tations 52 on a surface 54 that is spaced apart from the
hospital bed 10. The iconic representations 52 illuminat-
ed by the projector 48 are substantially similar to the icon-
ic representations 50 displayed by the indicator panel 46;
however, in other embodiments, they may be different.
In the illustrative embodiment, the surface 54 is the floor
near the foot end 44 of the hospital bed 10; however, the
surface 54 may be a wall or another surface located prox-
imate to the hospital bed 10. An example of a suitable
indicator panel and projector is described in U.S. Patent
Pub. No. 2018/0184984, which is already incorporated
by reference herein and may also be used for the purpose
of describing a suitable indicator panel capable of dis-
playing the iconic representations and a suitable projec-
tor capable of illuminating the iconic representations.
[0031] In the illustrative embodiment, one such iconic
representation displayed by the indicator panel 46 and
illuminated by the projector 48 is a water droplet 56 as
shown in Fig. 1. The water droplet 56 is associated with
the sensor 18 in the incontinence detection pad 24. The
controller 20 displays the water droplet 56 on the indicator
panel 46 and/or illuminates the water droplet using the
projector depending on the user inputs entered into the
user interface 30. In one embodiment, the controller 20
causes the water droplet 56 to change colors as the sta-
tus of the sensor 18 in the incontinence detection pad 24
changes. In the illustrative embodiment, the controller 20
causes first indicator to display and/or illuminate the wa-
ter droplet 56 with a white color when the hospital bed
10 is not provided with an incontinence detection pad 24.
The controller 20 causes the first indicator 32 to display
and/or illuminate the water droplet 56 with a green color
when an incontinence detection pad 24 is provided in the
hospital bed 10. In other embodiments, other colors may
be used to indicate the presence or lack of an inconti-
nence detection pad 24 on the hospital bed 10.
[0032] In one embodiment, the green color indicates a
lack of moisture on the incontinence detection pad 24 as

determined by the sensor 18. Once the sensor 18 detects
moisture on the incontinence detection pad 24, a signal
is output to the controller 20 and the controller 20, upon
receipt of the signal, causes the first indicator 32 to dis-
play and/or illuminate the water droplet 56 with an amber
color to notify a caregiver that action is needed. In other
embodiments, any suitable color may be used to indicate
the presence of moisture on the incontinence detection
pad 24 and that action is needed. The controller 20 also
causes the second indicator 34 to notify the caregiver at
the remote location that action is needed. The second
indicator 34 may display and/or illuminate a similar iconic
representation to the water droplet 56 in a similar manner
to first indicator 32; however, any suitable method of no-
tifying a caregiver at the remote location may be used.
[0033] In accordance with the present disclosure, the
user interface 30 receives user inputs that selectively
change an appearance of the iconic representations 50,
52 at the proximate location than the appearance typi-
cally displayed and/or illuminate when the sensor 18 de-
tects moisture on the incontinence detection pad 24. In
one embodiment, the user inputs program the controller
20 to cause the first indicator 32 to continue to display
and/or illuminate the water droplet 56 with the green color
even when moisture is present on the incontinence de-
tection pad 24. In this instance, the green color indicates
only that the hospital bed 10 has been provided with an
incontinence detection pad 24. In another embodiment,
the indicator panel 46 and/or the projector 48 of the first
indicator 32 may be turned off such that only the second
indicator 34 notifies a caregiver at the remote location
when moisture is detected on the incontinence detection
pad 24 by the sensor 18.
[0034] Referring now to Figs. 2-7, the graphical user
interface 30 displays a touchscreen 60 that includes a
number of icons which may be selected by a user to con-
trol various functions of the hospital bed 10. The func-
tionality of the touchscreen 60 is disclosed in the PCT
application WO2016/196403, filed May 29, 2016, and in-
corporated by reference herein for the disclosure of a
touch screen menu structure of the hospital bed 10. The
touchscreen 60 displays a home screen 62 that includes
an alarm status section 64, an information bar 66, a func-
tion panel 68, a home key 70, and a scrolling menu 72.
The scrolling menu 72 includes a settings button icon 74
which, when touched by a user, activates a settings
screen 76 shown in FIG. 3.
[0035] The settings screen 76 is displayed on the
graphical user interface 30 when the settings button icon
74 is touched as shown in Fig. 3. The settings screen 76
includes a bed function panel 78 and a bed information
panel 80. The bed function panel 78 includes a bed fea-
tures button icon 82 which, when touched by the user,
activates a bed features screen 84 as shown in Fig. 4.
[0036] The bed features screen 84 includes a display
function panel 86 as shown in Fig. 4. The display function
panel 86 includes a selection button icon 88 which, when
touched by the user, activates an indicator settings
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screen 90 as shown in Fig. 5. The selection button icon
88 depicts SAFEVIEW™, which is a proprietary term that
is used to represent various functions associated with
the detection and notification system 16.
[0037] The indicator settings screen 90 includes an in-
dicator button icon 92 and a projector button icon 94 that,
when selected by a user, activate an incontinence indi-
cator screen 96, as shown in Fig. 6, and a projection
screen 98, as shown in Fig. 7. The indicator button icon
92 depicts WATCHCARE™, which is a proprietary term
that is used to represent various functions associated
with the detection and notification system 16.
[0038] With the incontinence indicator screen 96 acti-
vated, the user may make a selection to alter the appear-
ance of the first indicator 32. The incontinence indicator
screen 96 includes a first indicator button icon 100, a
second indicator button icon 102, and a third indicator
button icon 104. The first button icon 100, when selected,
programs the controller 20 to cause the first indicator 32
to display and illuminate the water droplet 56 using both
the indicator panel 46 and the projector 48. The second
button icon 102, when selected, programs the controller
20 to cause the first indicator to display the water droplet
56 using only the indicator panel 46. The third button icon
104, when selected, programs the controller 20 to cause
the first indicator 32 to be turned off completely. Once
the user is finished making a selection, an accept button
icon 106 may be selected to activate the desired appear-
ance of the first indicator 32. In the illustrative embodi-
ment, the second indicator 34 continues to notify the car-
egiver regardless of the button icon selection made on
the incontinence indicator screen 96; however, in other
embodiments, the appearance of the notification provid-
ed at the second location by the second indicator may
also be altered.
[0039] With the projection screen 98 activated, the user
may make additional selections to alter the appearance
of the illuminated iconic representations 52 from the pro-
jector 48 as shown in Fig. 7. The projection screen 98
includes a first projector button icon 108 that, when se-
lected, turns the floor projections on and a second pro-
jector button icon 110 that, when selected, turns the floor
projections off. Once the user is finished making a selec-
tion, an accept button icon 112 may be selected to acti-
vate the desired appearance of the illuminated iconic rep-
resentations 52 from the projector 48.
[0040] Although certain illustrative embodiments have
been described in detail above, variations and modifica-
tions exist.
[0041] Embodiments of the invention can be described
with reference to the following numbered clauses, with
preferred features laid out in the dependent clauses:

1. A patient support apparatus comprising
a frame,
an incontinence detection pad supported by the
frame and operable to detect incontinence of a pa-
tient supported by the frame,

an indicator coupled to the frame and operable to
provide a visual indication that incontinence has
been detected by the incontinence detection pad,
and
a user input to enable and disable the indicator,
wherein when the indicator is disabled, no visual in-
dication that incontinence has been detected by the
incontinence detection pad is provided by the indi-
cator.
2. The patient support apparatus of clause 1, wherein
the indicator includes a light at a foot end of the frame.
3. The patient support apparatus of either clause 1
or clause 2, wherein the visual indication includes
an incontinence icon that is projected onto a floor
adjacent to the frame.
4. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
clause, further comprising communication circuitry
coupled to the frame and operable to transmit an
incontinence status signal for receipt by a remote
computer.
5. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
clause, further comprising a graphical user interface
(GUI) coupled to the frame and wherein the user
input is displayed on the GUI.
6. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
clause, wherein the incontinence detection pad pro-
vides a wireless signal indicative of an incontinence
detection state.
7. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
clause, wherein the indicator comprises a light cou-
pled to the frame and a projector coupled to the frame
and operable to project an incontinence icon onto a
surface adjacent the frame.
8. The patient support apparatus of clause 7, wherein
the user input is usable to enable and disable the
light, the projector, or both.
9. The patient support apparatus of either clause 7
or clause 8, further comprising communication cir-
cuitry coupled to the frame and operable to transmit
an incontinence signal for receipt by a remote com-
puter.
10. The patient support apparatus of any one of
clauses 7 to 9, wherein the light includes a second
incontinence icon that matches an appearance of
the incontinence icon that is projected onto the sur-
face.
11. A system comprising
a patient support apparatus, and
a detection and notification system including:

an incontinence detection pad supported by the
patient support apparatus and having a condi-
tion-responsive sensor to produce a signal in-
dicative of moisture being present on the incon-
tinence detection pad,
an external alarm system including a first indi-
cator located in the vicinity of the incontinence
detection pad and a second indicator located in

9 10 



EP 3 721 808 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a remote location out of view from the inconti-
nence detection pad, the first and second indi-
cators for displaying a first iconic representation
indicative of a lack of moisture on the inconti-
nence detection pad and a second iconic repre-
sentation indicative of the presence of moisture
on the incontinence detection pad, and
a controller coupled to the incontinence detec-
tion pad and including a processor and a mem-
ory device storing instructions that, when exe-
cuted, cause the first indicator to display selec-
tively the first iconic representation when the
condition-responsive sensor produces the sig-
nals and the second indicator to display the sec-
ond iconic representation when the condition-
responsive sensor produces the signals.

12. The system of clause 11, wherein the controller
is reprogrammable through user inputs to display se-
lectively the first or the second iconic representation
using the first indicator when the condition-respon-
sive sensor determines that moisture is present on
the incontinence detection pad.
13. The system of either clause 11 or clause 12,
wherein the first iconic representation includes an
iconic representation with a first color and the second
iconic representation includes the iconic represen-
tation with a second color different from the first color
to indicate the presence of moisture on the inconti-
nence detection pad.
14. The system of any one of clauses 11 to 13, where-
in the first indicator includes an indicator panel cou-
pled to the patient support apparatus.
15. The system of clause 14, wherein the first indi-
cator is coupled to a foot end of the frame.
16. The system of either clause 14 or clause 15,
wherein the first indicator further includes a projector
configured to display an image on a surface spaced
apart from the patient support apparatus.
17. The system of clause 16, wherein the surface
includes a floor around the patient support appara-
tus.
18. The system of any one of clauses 11 to 17, where-
in the first and second iconic representations are dis-
played at the same time.
19. The system of any one of clauses 11 to 18, further
comprising a user interface for receiving user inputs
to control the first indicator to cause the first indicator
to display selectively the first iconic representation
or the second iconic representation.
20. A method comprising
providing a patient support apparatus with a detec-
tion and notification system including a first indicator
in a proximate location to the patient support appa-
ratus and a second indicator in a remote location to
the patient support apparatus,
displaying a first iconic representation with the first
indicator at the proximate location when a condition

is lacking,
displaying the first iconic representation with the first
indicator at the remote location when the condition
is lacking, and
displaying a second iconic representation with the
second indicator at the remote location when the
condition is present without displaying the first iconic
representation at the proximate location when the
condition is present.
21. The method of clause 20, wherein the condition
is the presence of moisture on the patient support
apparatus detected by a sensor.
22. The method of either clause 20 or clause 21,
wherein the patient support apparatus further in-
cludes a user interface with a touch screen including
a number of button icons for receiving user inputs to
control the first indicator to cause the first indicator
to display selectively the first iconic representation
at the proximate location.
23. The method of clause 22, wherein the button
icons include a first indicator button icon that, when
selected, causes the first indicator to turn off such
that the first and second iconic representations are
displayed only by the second visual indicator.
24. The method of either clause 22 or clause 23,
wherein the first indicator includes an indicator panel
and a projector.
25. The method of clause 24, wherein the button
icons include first indicator button icon that, when
selected causes the projector to turn off such that
only the indicator panel displays the iconic represen-
tations.
26. The method of clause 25, wherein the button
icons include a second indicator button icon that,
when selected, causes the indicator panel and the
projector to turn off.
27. The method of clause 26, wherein the button
icons include a third indicator button icon that, when
selected, causes the indicator panel to display the
first iconic representation and the projector to illumi-
nate the first iconic representation so that the indi-
cator panel and the projector both indicate that a
sensor is sensing for moisture on the patient and the
patient support apparatus.
28. The method of clause 27, wherein the indicator
panel and the projector continue to display and illu-
minate the first iconic representation when sensor
detects moisture.
29. A detection and notification system comprising
a condition-responsive sensor to produce a signal
indicative of moisture being present,
an external alarm system including a first indicator
located in a proximate location to the sensor and a
second indicator located in a remote location out of
view from the sensor, the first and second indicators
displaying a first iconic representation indicative of
a lack of moisture and a second iconic representation
indicative of the presence of moisture, and
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a controller coupled to the sensor and including a
processor and a memory device storing instructions
that, when executed, cause the first indicator to dis-
play selectively the first iconic representation or the
second iconic representation when the condition-re-
sponsive sensor produces the signals and the sec-
ond indicator to display the second iconic represen-
tation when the condition-responsive sensor produc-
es the signals.
30. The detection and notification system of clause
29, wherein the first indicator includes at least one
of an indicator panel for displaying the iconic repre-
sentations and a projector for illuminating the iconic
representations on a surface spaced apart from the
projector.
31. The detection and notification system of clause
30, further comprising a user interface with a touch
screen that includes a number of button icons for
receiving user inputs to control the first indicator to
cause the first indicator to display selectively the first
iconic representation or the second iconic represen-
tation.
32. The detection and notification system of clause
31, wherein the button icons includes a first indicator
button icon that, when selected, causes the first in-
dicator to turn off such that the first and second iconic
representations are displayed only by the second
indicator.
33. The detection and notification system of clause
32, wherein the button icons include a second indi-
cator button icon that, when selected, causes the
indicator panel and the projector to display both the
first and second iconic representations such that the
first and second iconic representations are displayed
by both the first the second indicators.
34. The detection and notification system of clause
33, wherein the button icons include a projector but-
ton icon that, when selected, causes the projector to
turn off such that the first and second iconic repre-
sentations are displayed only by the indicator panel
and the second visual indicator.
35. A detection and notification system comprising
an incontinence detection pad having a condition-
responsive sensor to produce a signal indicative of
moisture being present on the incontinence detec-
tion pad,
an external alarm system including a first indicator
located in a proximate location to the incontinence
detection pad and a second indicator located in a
remote location out of view from the incontinence
detection pad, and
a controller coupled to the incontinence detection
pad and including a processor and a memory device
storing instructions that, when executed, cause the
first indicator to display selectively a first iconic rep-
resentation or a second iconic representation when
the condition-responsive sensor produces the sig-
nals and the second indicator to display the second

iconic representation when the condition-responsive
sensor produces the signals.
wherein the first indicator displays the first iconic rep-
resentation when the incontinence detection pad is
installed on the patient support apparatus, the sec-
ond iconic representation displays the first indication
when there is a lack of moisture on the incontinence
detection pad, and the second indicator displays the
second iconic representation when there is a pres-
ence of moisture on the incontinence detection pad.
36. The patient support apparatus of clause 35,
wherein the first visual indicator continues to display
the first iconic representation when there is a pres-
ence of moisture on the incontinence detection pad.

Claims

1. A patient support apparatus comprising
a frame,
an incontinence detection pad supported by the
frame and operable to detect incontinence of a pa-
tient supported by the frame,
an indicator coupled to the frame and operable to
provide a visual indication that incontinence has
been detected by the incontinence detection pad,
and
a user input to enable and disable the indicator,
wherein when the indicator is disabled, no visual in-
dication that incontinence has been detected by the
incontinence detection pad is provided by the indi-
cator.

2. The patient support apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the indicator includes a light at a foot end of the frame.

3. The patient support apparatus of either claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein the visual indication includes an in-
continence icon that is projected onto a floor adjacent
to the frame.

4. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
claim, further comprising communication circuitry
coupled to the frame and operable to transmit an
incontinence status signal for receipt by a remote
computer.

5. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
claim, further comprising a graphical user interface
(GUI) coupled to the frame and wherein the user
input is displayed on the GUI.

6. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
claim, wherein the incontinence detection pad pro-
vides a wireless signal indicative of an incontinence
detection state.

7. The patient support apparatus of any preceding
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claim, wherein the indicator comprises a light cou-
pled to the frame and a projector coupled to the frame
and operable to project an incontinence icon onto a
surface adjacent the frame.

8. The patient support apparatus of claim 7, wherein
the user input is usable to enable and disable the
light, the projector, or both.

9. The patient support apparatus of either claim 7 or
claim 8, further comprising communication circuitry
coupled to the frame and operable to transmit an
incontinence signal for receipt by a remote computer.

10. The patient support apparatus of any one of claims
7 to 10, wherein the light includes a second inconti-
nence icon that matches an appearance of the in-
continence icon that is projected onto the surface.

11. A system comprising the patient support apparatus
of any preceding claim, and
a detection and notification system including:

the incontinence detection pad which has a con-
dition-responsive sensor to produce a signal in-
dicative of moisture being present on the incon-
tinence detection pad,
an external alarm system including a first indi-
cator located in the vicinity of the incontinence
detection pad and a second indicator located in
a remote location out of view from the inconti-
nence detection pad, the first and second indi-
cators for displaying a first iconic representation
indicative of a lack of moisture on the inconti-
nence detection pad and a second iconic repre-
sentation indicative of the presence of moisture
on the incontinence detection pad, and
a controller coupled to the incontinence detec-
tion pad and including a processor and a mem-
ory device storing instructions that, when exe-
cuted, cause the first indicator to display selec-
tively the first iconic representation when the
condition-responsive sensor produces the sig-
nals and the second indicator to display the sec-
ond iconic representation when the condition-
responsive sensor produces the signals.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the controller is re-
programmable through user inputs to display selec-
tively the first or the second iconic representation
using the first indicator when the condition-respon-
sive sensor determines that moisture is present on
the incontinence detection pad.

13. The system of either claim 11 or claim 12, wherein
the first indicator includes an indicator panel coupled
to the patient support apparatus.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the first indicator
further includes a projector configured to display an
image on a surface spaced apart from the patient
support apparatus.

15. The system of any one of claims 11 to 14, wherein
the first and second iconic representations are dis-
played at the same time.
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