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(54) SURFACE MOUNTING DEVICE

(57) A mounting device for installing electric compo-
nents (switches, sockets) in a hole of a surface or wall,
includes a bridge for fitting a claw. The bridge includes
an attaching portion with clamping zone for attaching the
claw to the bridge. The attaching portion includes an ap-

erture adapted to engage a bracing system included in
the claw, so that the aperture allows pivoting of the brac-
ing system so the claw can fit the bridge while being al-
lowed to tilt with respect to the bridge.
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of elec-
trical outlet boxes of the types mounted in walls, floors,
ceilings or the like to receive the ends of electrical con-
ductors, and to act as a point of mounting of functional
insert such as a socket, a switch or an electrical recep-
tacle providing ready access to electrical service. Typi-
cally, the mounting of the functional insert is done by
means of a mounting device. The present invention more
specifically relates to such mounting devices, comprising
a bridge and claws.

Background of the invention

[0002] Electric networks in structures such as buildings
are usually insulated and not reachable, inside of walls
and floors for example. In order to connect devices to the
electric network, outlets are needed. These outlets re-
quire compliance with strict safety regulations and stand-
ards, which do not allow a great freedom of design.
[0003] Outlets usually include an electrical outlet box
provided in a wall, floor, ceiling etc. Ends of conductors
(electrical or data conductors) are brought from the wall
to the inside of the electrical outlet box, where they are
connected to a functional insert such as an electrical
socket, a network socket, a wall-mounted device such
as a sensor and/or thermostat, etc. The connection is
electrical on the one hand, and mechanical on the other
hand. The mechanical connection is provided by a
mounting device attached in the electrical outlet box. The
mounting device needs to be anchored to the electrical
outlet box very firmly; the anchoring must be stronger
than any force that could be applied to it (e.g. the force
needed to pull a plug out of its socket). However, design,
installation and manufacture requirements do not allow
providing anchorage by deep rivets or wall screws or the
like. The mounting device should be modular and easy
to install.
[0004] FIG 14 illustrates a prior art outlet 10, compris-
ing an electrical outlet box 11 adapted to be mounted in
a wall, floor, ceiling or the like. A functional insert 12 is
attached into the electrical outlet box 11 by means of a
mounting device 13. The functional insert 12 may be at-
tached to the mounting device 13, before or after attach-
ment of the mounting device 13 into the electrical outlet
box 11.
[0005] Typically, and also in the illustration of FIG 14,
the mounting device 13 comprises a bridge 14 and claws
that are detachable from the bridge 14. The claws are
attached to the bridge via screws 15. The claws hold to
the inside walls of the electrical outlet box 11, providing
anchoring to the box 11. This, however, increases the
number of elements and loose pieces. The engagement
of the separate pieces is a time-consuming process that
usually has to be performed by the end user making the

installation. A fast attachment and easy installation would
provide a timing advantage. Additionally, mounting de-
vices should be compact so they do not take a lot of
volume inside the electrical outlet box, so as to leave as
much space as possible for the functional insert and the
conductors.
[0006] However, due to the safety standards, it is dif-
ficult to obtain a system with fast attachment and easy
installation, and it is not possible simply scale down the
system so as to be more compact, because the bridge
must include several other features such as grounding,
screw and plug-in terminals, banana-shaped and panel
screw holes, attachment means for bezels, etc., while at
the same time complying with strength requirements.
Moreover, the bridge must be capable of harboring dif-
ferent functional inserts, so it is not possible to simply
reduce its size.

Summary of the invention

[0007] It is an object of embodiments of the present
invention to provide a compact mounting device for an-
choring a functional insert into an electrical outlet box.
[0008] The present invention provides a mounting de-
vice for installing an electrical connection box in a wall,
where a bridge is provided for fitting at least one claw.
The bridge comprises at least one attaching portion with
a clamping zone for attaching the at least one claw to the
bridge. The attaching portion includes an aperture adapt-
ed to engage a bracing system included in the at least
one claw, wherein the aperture allows pivoting of the
bracing system so that the at least one claw can fit the
bridge while being allowed to tilt with respect to the
bridge. The at least one claw and the bracing system can
be attached to the bridge without disengaging or disarm-
ing the bracing system.
[0009] In some embodiments, the aperture is adapted
so that the bracing system contacts the bridge substan-
tially only on the clamping zone of the bridge upon actu-
ation of the bracing system. It is an advantage of embod-
iments of the present invention that claws can be posi-
tioned on a bridge close to each other, without reducing
the area of the center of the bridge.
[0010] It is an advantage of embodiments of the
present invention that the at least one claw can be made
short and thin without reducing its strength.
[0011] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the aperture is adapted in size and shape so that a claw
can be attached to the bridge, while being allowed to tilt
with respect to the bridge. It is an advantage of embod-
iments of the present invention that storage of a bridge
with partially assembled claws is easy and with reduced
space.
[0012] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the aperture is a straight slit or a keyhole for allowing
passage of at least part of a bracing system. It is an ad-
vantage of embodiments of the present invention that the
bridge allows for a fast and easy claw engaging.
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[0013] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the proximal portion of the claw comprises an attaching
portion for engaging a bracing system and attaching the
claw to a bridge. The attaching portion may include a slot
or gap suitable for removably fitting the bracing system
in an assembled form. It is an advantage of embodiments
of the present invention that the bracing system can be
attached easily and fast to the claw, with no need to as-
semble the bracing system on the claw, thus reducing
time during installation.
[0014] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the at least one claw comprises at least one elongated
arm with a proximal portion and a distal portion, opposite
to the proximal portion. The distal portion comprises an-
choring means for anchoring to a mounting box, for ex-
ample. The at least one elongated arm comprises a rib
extending longitudinally towards the proximal portion.
[0015] The at least one elongated arm may have a lon-
gitudinal direction and the rib may be oriented along the
longitudinal direction. It may be positioned such that it
extends towards the proximal portion of the arm. It may
be positioned closer to the proximal portion of the arm.
[0016] The at least one claw may comprise two elon-
gated arms comprising a proximal portion and an oppo-
site distal portion comprising anchoring means. Both
elongated arms may comprise a rib extending longitudi-
nally towards the proximal portion.
[0017] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the at least one claw further includes a structural element
extending longitudinally between the arms away from the
proximal portion at the side of the arm opposite to the
anchoring means. It is an advantage of embodiments of
the present invention that the structural element is not in
contact with the surface on which the claw is attached,
thus improving the flexibility of design and attachment of
the claw.
[0018] In some embodiments of the present invention
the at least one claw comprises a bracing system includ-
ing a clamping nut, where at least one arm and the nut
are adapted to fit for avoiding rotation of the nut. It is an
advantage of embodiments of the present invention that
actuation of the bracing system is facilitated, which im-
proves the clamping of the at least one claw to the bridge.
In particular embodiments, at least one arm of the at least
one claw includes a longitudinal groove, and the shape
of the clamping nut is adapted to fit the longitudinal
groove of the arm or arms. For example, the nut can
include a protrusion, or the edges of the nut may be
trimmed (e.g. the corners of a square nut may be cut
away) so the nut engages and fits the groove. It is a further
advantage of embodiments of the present invention that
the opening of the at least one claw (due to release of
the bracing system from the claw, for example) is pre-
vented by the fact that the nut clicks into the groove.
[0019] In embodiments of the present invention, the at
least one claw including the longitudinal groove, the rib
and the groove may be provided at opposite sides of the
arm, and the profile of the rib of the arm may be comple-

mentary to the profile of the groove of that arm. It is an
advantage of embodiments of the present invention that
the rib and the groove can be manufactured simultane-
ously, e.g. by shaping or stamping.
[0020] In some embodiments of the present invention,
at least one arm of the at least one claw comprises a
locking system suitable for engaging a corresponding
locking system in a bridge, for locking the position of the
claw with respect to said bridge, when assembled. It is
an advantage of embodiments of the present invention
that the position of the at least one claw can be locked
with respect to the bridge for installation of the mounting
device.
[0021] In particular embodiments, the locking system
comprises a depression, for example on the at least one
arm of the at least one claw, or on both arms thereof, or
on the rib, suitable for fitting an alignment tooth on a
bridge. It is an advantage that the locking system can be
easily provided on the at least one claw.
[0022] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the attaching portion of the bridge is adapted in size and
shape so that a clamping nut of a bracing system of the
at least one claw to be attached to the bridge fits within
the aperture of the attaching portion. It is an advantage
of embodiments of the present invention that the nut can
be held in position, avoiding rotation, while actuating the
bracing system.
[0023] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the bridge further comprises a locking system including
at least one tooth for alignment, and locking, of the at
least one claw to be attached to the bridge. It is an ad-
vantage of embodiments of the present invention that the
bridge allows to lock the position of the at least one claw
for facilitating assembly in a surface, e.g. in an electrical
outlet box within a surface such as a wall.
[0024] In particular embodiments, the at least one tooth
comprises a jut at its tip, for improving claw locking. It is
an advantage of embodiments of the present invention
that the at least one claw can be snapped on the bridge
without the need to use rubber or elastics.
[0025] It is an advantage of embodiments of the
present invention that a mounting device can be obtained
with a compact clamping system and attachment system
to an electrical outlet box, where the available space for
electrical components is not reduced.
[0026] Particular and preferred aspects of the inven-
tion are set out in the accompanying independent and
dependent claims. Features from the dependent claims
may be combined with features of the independent claims
and with features of other dependent claims as appro-
priate and not merely as explicitly set out in the claims.
[0027] These and other aspects of the invention will be
apparent from and elucidated with reference to the em-
bodiment(s) described hereinafter.

Brief description of the drawings

[0028]
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FIG 1 illustrates an embodiment of a claw which may
be used in a mounting device in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention.
FIG 2 illustrates in detail a bracing system included
in a claw, and the interaction of the bracing system
with a bridge, in accordance with embodiments of
the present invention.
FIG 3 illustrates a detail of an attaching portion of a
claw, in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention (however, a rib is not shown).
FIG 4 illustrates a detail of an alternative attaching
portion of a claw, in accordance with embodiments
of the present invention.
FIG 5 illustrates a portion of a bracing system (a nut),
in accordance with embodiments of the present in-
vention.
FIG 6 shows the cross section of the attaching por-
tion of the claw, in accordance with embodiments of
the present invention, through the dashed line shown
in FIG 4.
FIG 7 shows a bridge which may be used in a mount-
ing device in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention, together with a detail of different
alternative apertures and attaching portions of the
bridge in the two lower drawings.
FIG 8 shows three steps of the tilt of a claw allowed
by the aperture of a bridge, in accordance with em-
bodiments of the present invention.
FIG 9 shows two different apertures of a bridge, in
accordance with embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
FIG 10 shows a detail of a locking system of a bridge
and a locking system of a claw, which together form
a locking assembly, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention.
FIG 11 shows a locking assembly formed by inter-
acting locking systems of a claw and a bridge, in
accordance with embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
FIG 12 shows an alternative locking assembly, in
accordance with embodiments of the present inven-
tion.
FIG 13 shows the lateral view of a mounting device
formed by a bridge and two claws, in accordance
with embodiments of the present invention.
FIG 14 illustrates a prior art electrical outlet box with
a functional insert mounted therein by means of a
mounting device comprising a bridge and claws.

[0029] The drawings are only schematic and are non-
limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements
may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for illustra-
tive purposes.
[0030] Any reference signs in the claims shall not be
construed as limiting the scope.
[0031] In the different drawings, the same reference
signs refer to the same or analogous elements.

Detailed description of illustrative embodiments

[0032] The present invention will be described with re-
spect to particular embodiments and with reference to
certain drawings but the invention is not limited thereto
but only by the claims. The drawings described are only
schematic and are non-limiting. In the drawings, the size
of some of the elements may be not drawn on scale for
illustrative purposes. The dimensions and the relative di-
mensions do not correspond to actual reductions to prac-
tice of the invention.
[0033] The terms first, second and the like in the de-
scription and in the claims, are used for distinguishing
between similar elements and not necessarily for de-
scribing a sequence, either temporally, spatially, in rank-
ing or in any other manner. It is to be understood that the
terms so used are interchangeable under appropriate cir-
cumstances and that the embodiments of the invention
described herein are capable of operation in other se-
quences than described or illustrated herein.
[0034] Moreover, the terms top, under and the like in
the description and the claims are used for descriptive
purposes and not necessarily for describing relative po-
sitions. It is to be understood that the terms so used are
interchangeable under appropriate circumstances and
that the embodiments of the invention described herein
are capable of operation in other orientations than de-
scribed or illustrated herein.
[0035] It is to be noticed that the term "comprising",
used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being
restricted to the means listed thereafter; it does not ex-
clude other elements or steps. It is thus to be interpreted
as specifying the presence of the stated features, inte-
gers, steps or components as referred to, but does not
preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
features, integers, steps or components, or groups there-
of. Thus, the scope of the expression "a device compris-
ing means A and B" should not be limited to devices con-
sisting only of components A and B. It means that with
respect to the present invention, the only relevant com-
ponents of the device are A and B.
[0036] Reference throughout this specification to "one
embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that a particular
feature, structure or characteristic described in connec-
tion with the embodiment is included in at least one em-
bodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances
of the phrases "in one embodiment" or "in an embodi-
ment" in various places throughout this specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment, but
may. Furthermore, the particular features, structures or
characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner,
as would be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.
[0037] Similarly, it should be appreciated that in the
description of exemplary embodiments of the invention,
various features of the invention are sometimes grouped
together in a single embodiment, figure, or description
thereof for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure and

5 6 



EP 3 506 444 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

aiding in the understanding of one or more of the various
inventive aspects. This method of disclosure, however,
is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the
claimed invention requires more features than are ex-
pressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following
claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than all fea-
tures of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus,
the claims following the detailed description are hereby
expressly incorporated into this detailed description, with
each claim standing on its own as a separate embodi-
ment of this invention.
[0038] Furthermore, while some embodiments de-
scribed herein include some but not other features in-
cluded in other embodiments, combinations of features
of different embodiments are meant to be within the
scope of the invention, and form different embodiments,
as would be understood by those in the art. For example,
in the following claims, any of the claimed embodiments
can be used in any combination.
[0039] In the description provided herein, numerous
specific details are set forth. However, it is understood
that embodiments of the invention may be practiced with-
out these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, structures and techniques have not been
shown in detail in order not to obscure an understanding
of this description.
[0040] Mounting devices for anchoring a functional in-
sert into an electrical outlet box in a building structure
such as a wall, floor, ceiling, column or the like, usually
comprise a bridge and claws. Usually there are two claws
at opposite sides of the bridge, for fixing the position of
the mounting device in the electrical outlet box. The
standards are very strict and the design must comply with
regulations regarding e.g. size and strength. The present
invention provides a claw, a bridge and a mounting device
comprising such claw and bridge which can allow a re-
duction of size of an electrical outlet box, without reducing
its useful area for harboring a functional insert, and while
still complying with security and resilience standards.
This is obtained by reducing the size of the claw on the
one hand, and by adapting the clamping of the bridge
and claw on the other hand, so that the distance between
claws can be reduced.
[0041] The present invention relates to a mounting de-
vice for installing an electrical connection box in a wall.
A particular embodiment of such mounting device may
for instance be mounting device 400 in a configuration
shown in FIG 13, including at least one claw 100, as
described below in more detail, and a bridge 300, as also
described below in more detail.
[0042] A claw which may be used in embodiments of
the present invention, can be used in any standard
bridge, with reduced width and optionally length, and
made more compact, but with high strength. In embodi-
ments of the present invention, the claw is detachable,
and it includes a bracing system (which can be detach-
able from the claw) for clamping the claw to a bridge upon
engaging the claw to the bridge. Simultaneously to

clamping, the claw is secured in a fixed position upon
actuation of the bracing system if the bridge and claw are
being installed on a surface, e.g. in an electrical outlet
box, the claw having anchoring means which press
against the electrical outlet box, fixing its position against
the box and, in turn, fixing the position of the bridge to
which the claw is clamped.
[0043] FIG 1 illustrates a claw 100 which may be used
in a mounting device in accordance with embodiments
of the present invention. The claw 100 comprises at least
one arm 101, preferably two substantially parallel arms
linked by a structural element 102, such as a plate or
bars between the arms 101. In some embodiments, the
two arms 101 may be formed of flat, elongated plates,
which are easy to produce and to shape. The at least
one arm 101 comprises a proximal portion 110 including
an attaching portion 111 suitable for providing attach-
ment to a bridge, and a distal portion 120 including an-
choring means 121 for anchoring the claw 100 to a build-
ing structure, e.g. to a hole or an electrical outlet box
installed in a wall, column, ceiling or floor or the like. The
anchoring means 121 may include for example hooks
which can be secured, for example upon attaching the
claw 100 to the bridge and actuating a bracing system,
to exert pressure against the building structure, e.g.
against the walls of a hole therein, or against the walls
of an electrical outlet box provided therein, or which can
otherwise be held inside a hole in a building structure.
[0044] The claw 100 comprises a longitudinal rib 105,
e.g. a rib at each arm 101, for example extending towards
the proximal portion 110 of the arm. For example, the
length, width and depth of the rib in one particular exam-
ple are 30.6 mm, 13 mm and 5.7 mm respectively, em-
bodiments not being limited thereto. The rib may provide
a protruding shape at one side, e.g. the outside, of the
arm 101 of the claw 100, and a notched shape at the
other side thereof, e.g. the inside. The insides of two arms
101 of the claw 100 are oriented towards one another,
while the outsides are oriented away from one another.
The rib 105 increases the strength of the claw 100. This
allows a reduction of the overall size of the claw 100. For
example, the claw 100 may be shorter and/or thinner
than a similar claw of equal dimensions but without pro-
vision of the rib 105, while providing the same strength.
The rib 105 thus improves the compactness of the claw
100. For example, the width 130 of the widest portion of
the arms 101 may be between approximately 8 mm and
30 mm and the arm 101 may show a moment of at least
200 N cm. For example, the claw 100 may be made from
an aluminum alloy, a zinc alloy, etc.
[0045] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a bracing system 200 is included as shown in FIG 2. The
bracing system 200 is arranged to secure the claw 100
to a bridge 300 as shown in the lower drawing of FIG 2
and in FIG 8. For example, the bracing system 200 may
be adapted to engage with the attaching portion 111 in
the claw 100 and an attaching portion 301 in a bridge
300, so that when the bracing system 200 is operated, it
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clamps the claw 100 and the bridge 300 together. In some
embodiments, the bracing system 200 is a sub-system
included in the claw 100, optionally detachable thereof.
For example, the bracing system 200 may include a fas-
tener or nut 201, for example a flat plate including a
threaded hole 205, and a corresponding screw 202,
which may be suitable to sandwich together an attaching
portion 301 of the bridge 300 and an attaching portion
111 of the claw 100. The present invention is not limited
to the described attaching portions 111, 301 and bracing
system 200, and any other suitable system can be used
in order to releasably mechanically attach the claw 100
and bridge 300 together.
[0046] As already introduced, the arms 101 of the claw
100 may be linked by a structural element 102. In some
embodiments, the structural element 102 may extend
along the longitudinal direction between the arms as
shown in FIG 1. For example, the structural element 102
linking the arms 101 of a claw 100 along their longitudinal
direction may advantageously be positioned at the back-
side of the claw, i.e. at the side away from the side which
contacts the building structure when the mounting device
is anchored in the building structure, so that the structural
element 102 is not in physical contact with the building
structure when the mounting device is installed. It may
be positioned away from the screw bosses of electrical
outlet boxes used for building in appliances. Thus, the
arms 101 and the anchoring means 121 are the only con-
tact with the walls of the hole or electrical outlet box.
Because no plate at the front side of the claw 100 touches
or is pressed against the walls of the hole or electrical
outlet box, the distance between the claws 100 (the dis-
tance between the anchoring means 121 of the claws
100 attached to a bridge 300) can be reduced.
[0047] In other embodiments of the present invention,
as shown in FIG 3 (not showing the ribs 105), a structural
element 112 linking the arms 101 is included at the prox-
imal portion 110, for example at the proximal end. For
example, the structural element 112 may include a plate
forming a U-shape with the arms 101 of the claw 100.
Thus, the attaching portion 111 of the claw 100 may in-
clude simultaneously the structural element 112 linking
the two arms 101; for example, the attaching portion 111
may comprise the plate of material linking the two arms
101 of the claw 100 at the proximal end, and it may be
adapted to engage the bracing system (not shown). For
example, the plate may include a hole 113 for fitting a
screw 202, so the nut 201 of the bracing system 200
presses on the plate when the screw 202 is tightened. In
other embodiments, the plate may include a slot reaching
the edge of the plate and opening it on one side, instead
of a hole 113. The positioning of the screw 202 and nut
201 can be done easily from the open side of the attaching
portion 111. The nut and screw can also be fitted along
both arms of the claw.
[0048] In other embodiments, as shown in FIG 4, the
attaching portion 111 may include a tab 114 protruding
from each arm 101, leaving a gap 115 between them and

totally separating the tabs 114, so the bracing system
200 (e.g. the screw 202 and nut 201) can be advanta-
geously positioned easily in the claw 100 from either side
of the claw (front or backside). For example, the gap 115
between tabs 114 may be wide enough for the body of
the screw 202 to fit, but small enough so the nut 201 may
contact and overlap both tabs 114, thus allowing contact
between the nut 201 and the attaching portion 111 (tabs
114) of the claw 100. In this latter case, the gap 115 does
not allow linking the two arms 101 as was the case in
FIG 3, so an additional structural element 102 should be
positioned along the arms 101 of the claw 100, e.g. at
the backside as already explained above with respect to
FIG 1.
[0049] Because of the gap 115 (or the slot as discussed
with respect to FIG 3) provided in the attaching portion
111, the bracing system 200 can be pre-assembled away
from the claw 100, and then included in its pre-assembled
form in the claw 100 through the gap 115 or slot. There
is advantageously no need to assemble the bracing sys-
tem 200 directly in the claw 100, which would be more
complex and time consuming. For example, the screw
202 and nut 201 can be screwed onto each other in be-
forehand, and fitted into the attaching portion 111 of the
claw 100 only when needed. The attaching portion 111
may also include stops 116 (in the sides of the slot, or
on the tabs 114) to reduce or avoid the chance of acci-
dentally sliding the bracing system 200 out of the claw
100. Removing and attaching the bracing system 200
from the attaching portion 111 of the claw 100 can be
easily done by hand, or by use of simple, generally avail-
able tools, such as pliers.
[0050] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the arms 101 of the claw 100 and the bracing system 200
are adapted to tightly engage together and improve fix-
ation. For example, the bracing system 200 may com-
prise a threaded nut 201 which is shaped to closely fit
the arms 101 of the claw 100. For example, as shown in
FIG 5, the length 204 of the nut 201 may closely fit the
distance between the arms’ surfaces facing each other.
Additionally or alternatively, the nut 201 of the bracing
system 200 may comprise protrusions 203, which fit re-
spective longitudinal grooves 104 included in the surfac-
es facing each other of the two arms 101 of the claw 100
(shown in FIG 4 and FIG 6). A groove 104 may be, but
does not need to be, formed by pressing material to the
other side of the arm 101 so as to form the rib 105 dis-
cussed earlier. Both options (length of the nut 201 fitting
the distance between the arms 101 of a claw 100, and
protrusions 203 fitting the grooves 104) separately or
combined improve the positioning of the nut 201 and re-
duce or avoid its rotation while tightening the screw 202,
thus improving clamping.
[0051] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the shape or profile of the rib 105 and of the longitudinal
groove 104 in each arm 101 are complementary to each
other. This is shown in FIG 6, which schematically depicts
the cross section of the claw 100 shown in FIG 4 (the
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cross section of the claw 100 through the dashed line VI-
VI). Obtaining such profile can be done easily, e.g. by
stamping and shaping metal sheets to form the arms 101
of the claw 100.
[0052] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the claw 100 includes a locking system 106, shown in
FIG 4. The locking system 106 may be suitable to engage
with the bridge 300, for example the locking system 106
may include a depression 107 on the ribs 105 which may
engage with a pair of alignment teeth 313 of the bridge
300, and lock the position of the claw 100, e.g. the angular
position. However, other locking systems may be includ-
ed, such as a hole 108 on the arm (shown in FIG 3),
which may engage with alignment teeth of the bridge,
such as with studs 312 provided on teeth 311 (as ex-
plained below with reference to FIG 9).
[0053] A bridge which may be used in a mounting de-
vice in accordance with embodiments of the present in-
vention, is adapted to engage with at least one claw as
described above.
[0054] The bridge is suitable for harboring a functional
insert, e.g. electric components and/or devices, for ex-
ample an outlet, socket, USB sockets, switch such as
24V switch, dimmers, sensors, and/or appliances such
as thermostats which can be mounted inside a hole or
cavity produced in a building structure such as a wall,
ceiling, floor, etc., for example inside an electrical outlet
box included in said hole or cavity. The bridge may allow
a compact installation, reducing the distance between
claws. The bridge may comply with the standard 45x45
mm.
[0055] The upper drawing 700 of FIG 7 shows an ex-
emplary bridge 300 comprising a main frame 309, includ-
ing anchoring means for further fixing the bridge 300 to
a building structure, for fixing a functional insert such as
electrical components, etc. and for allowing further ele-
ments to be fixed on the bridge. The central empty area
320 of the bridge 300 may harbor the functional insert,
e.g. electric components, such as sockets, switches, sen-
sors, etc. The bridge 300 comprises an attaching portion
301, which may act in collaboration with e.g. an attaching
portion 111 of a claw 100, the claw 100 including a bracing
system 200. The attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300
comprises an aperture 302 adapted for engaging the
bracing system 200. Two different exemplary attaching
portions 301 (comprising apertures 302, 306 with differ-
ent shape) are shown in the lower drawings 701, 702 of
FIG 7. Drawing 701 and 702 show an attaching portion
301 including a clamping zone 303. The aperture 302,
306 are formed by two parts, the first part in the clamping
zone. They form an angle, for example right angle, or a
175° angle, or an angle in between. In the aperture 302
of the left lower drawing 701 of FIG 7, the aperture may
be formed by two holes in contact to each other, or a hole
and a slit forming a single keyhole-shaped aperture. The
part of the aperture in the clamping zone can be smaller
than the head of the screw but wide enough to fit the rest
of the body of the screw. However, the part of the aperture

at an angle with the clamping zone may be bigger, so
the head of the screw can pass through said part of the
aperture. In the aperture 306 of the right lower drawing
702 of FIG 7, the aperture may be formed by two slits
connected. As before, the part of the aperture in the
clamping zone can hold the head of the screw. The lower
right drawing 702 also shows how the attaching portion
interacts with a part of a bracing system 200, more par-
ticularly with the nut 201, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present invention.
[0056] More specifically, the aperture 302, 306 of the
attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300 is adapted so that
it closely engages with and fits the bracing system 200
included in the claw 100 when the mounting device is
installed, e.g. upon actuation of the bracing system 200.
This is shown in the lower drawing of FIG 2 and the lower
right drawing of FIG 7. The aperture 302 allows a reduced
contact, or lack thereof, between the bracing system 200
and the frame 309 of the bridge 300 in any other place
than on the clamping zone 303 of the attaching portion
301 of the bridge 300. For example, as will be explained
below, a part of the bracing system 200 (e.g. the nut 201)
can fit inside the aperture 302, reducing or avoiding con-
tact between the frame 309 of the bridge 300 and said
part. This advantageously allows flexibility of design, and
the distance 1300 between two opposite claws 100 on a
bridge 300 of a mounting device 400 (such as the one
shown in FIG 13) can be reduced, bringing the claws 100
closer to the central zone 320 of the bridge. With "dis-
tance between two opposite claws" it is understood the
distance between the farthest points between each claw
100 when engaged with a bridge 300 and in mounting
position, as shown in FIG 13, e.g. the bracing system
200 being actuated, e.g. the claws being at 90° with the
bridge. This reduction can be reinforced with the reduc-
tion of the width 130 of the claw itself. As will be explained
below, there may be a small interaction between the ap-
erture 302, 306 and the nut 201 which improves clamp-
ing, without "pushing away" the claw 100 from the center
of the bridge 300, and which improves fixation of the nut
2012 during clamping.
[0057] In some embodiments, the attaching portion
301 of the bridge and its aperture 302, 306 allows a pre-
determined amount of play. In particular, as shown in the
sequence of FIG 8, the aperture 302 may allow pivoting
of the bracing system 200, thus allowing tilt of the claw
100 in which the bracing system 200 can be or is included.
The aperture 302 may serve as a guide for the bracing
system 200, which may be sufficiently loose for allowing
the claws 100 to be laid down, for example they may be
laid down at the same level of the frame 309, without
detaching the claw 100 from the bridge 300. This position
is shown in the drawing 801 at the left of FIG 8. The claws
100 may be held by the attaching portion 301 and the
bracing system 200 to the bridge 300 in a loose way, for
example allowing laying the claws at 0° with respect to
the bridge 300. Moving the claws 100 to an upright po-
sition, e.g. at 90° with respect a main bridge surface, can
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be done by the end user, just before installation. This
position is shown in the drawing 803 at the right of FIG 8.
[0058] Advantageously, a mounting device including a
bridge 300 in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention may be assembled before delivery to
the end user. For example, the claws 100 may be at-
tached to the attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300, but
without being clamped, thus without engaging the brac-
ing system 200 with the attaching portion 301 of the
bridge 300. For example, the claws 100 can be assem-
bled at 0° with respect to a main surface of the bridge
300, or at any suitable angle. The mounting device can
be stored as an assembled yet unclamped unit, and may
be stored substantially flat, e.g. the claws 100 being at
the same level as the bridge 300 (left drawing 801 of FIG
8). Thus, transport and storage of individual claws 100
separate from the bridge 300 is not necessary because
the mounting device is assembled (hence reducing the
amount of separate parts, which may be prone to be lost),
and at the same time it saves space because mounting
devices with claws 100 laid down at the same level as
the bridge 300 may be piled up easier and in higher num-
bers for the same volume than a mounting device with
claws 100 in upright position.
[0059] The end user may, right before installation, tilt
the claw 100 as shown in the central drawing 802 of FIG
8, which is allowed by the shape of the aperture 302 of
the bridge 300. Particularly the distal portion 120 of the
claw 100 may tilt backwards, towards the central zone
320 of the bridge, away from the direction that the an-
choring means 121 are facing, and be fixed in an upright
position at 90° with the bridge.
[0060] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the attaching portion 301 is adapted in shape so as to
allow close fitting of the bracing system 200 when the
bracing system 200 is actuated, so the bracing system
200 or parts thereof are flush with the main surface 305
of the bridge 300 upon clamping, thus obtaining a com-
pact and smooth mounting device and allowing smooth
attachment with other pieces such as switches or bezels.
For example, in some embodiments, a part of the attach-
ing portion 301 of the bridge 300 includes a clamping
zone 303 or surface with a recess (e.g. a sloped or conical
recess) adapted to fit the head of the screw 202 of the
bracing system 200. For example, the recess may be at
a predetermined depth, e.g. a depth of 1.8 mm, from the
surface 305 of the bridge 300 opposite to the surface of
the bridge 300 facing the attaching portion 111 of the
claw 100, as shown in the lower drawing of FIG 2. Hence,
when the bridge 300 and claw 100 are clamped together,
the screw head may be substantially flush with the bridge
surface 305.
[0061] In some embodiments, the attaching portion
301 of the bridge 300 includes a blocking lip 304, suitable
for providing structural support to the claw 100, and block-
ing it from bending or bulging backwards, away from the
inner walls of the hole or electrical outlet box in the build-
ing structure to which the mounting device is supposed

to be attached. Such blocking lip 304 is shown, for ex-
ample, in the lower drawings of FIG 7 and in FIG 8. In
embodiments of the present invention, the blocking lip
304 extends upwards (for example at 90°, or at other
angles, such as 175°) from the surface 305 including the
clamping zone 303 of the attaching portion 301 of the
bridge. The blocking lip 304 may be adapted to be in
contact with the claw 100, only contacting the arms 101
thereof. For example, the blocking lip 304 may have such
height so that the structural element 102 at the backside
of the claw 100 is not in contact with the blocking lip 304
upon clamping the claw 100 and the bridge 300. For ex-
ample, the blocking lip may be flush with the structural
element 102 (e.g. linking plate) of the claw 100, possibly
leaving a gap between them. This is illustrated in drawing
803 of FIG 8. Thus, the structural element 102 of the claw
100 does not touch either the bridge 300 nor the electrical
outlet box, when provided at the backside of the claw 100
and distant from the attaching portion 110 of the claw, in
such position that the blocking lip 304 of the bridge 300
does not interfere with the structural element 102. This
advantageously further reduces the width needed to fit
the mounting device into a hole or electrical outlet box in
a building structure.
[0062] In some embodiments, the aperture 302, 306
of the attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300 extends
from the clamping zone 303 to the blocking lip 304 of the
bridge 300. Thus, the tilt of the claw 100 may be allowed
by pivoting the bracing system 200 (e.g. the screw 202)
along the aperture 302, from the clamping zone 303 to
the part of the aperture 302 extending through the block-
ing lip 304, e.g. at 90° of the bridge surface 305. In some
embodiments, as shown in the lower right drawing 702
of FIG 7, the aperture 306 is a simple straight slit, which
is easy to obtain; however, it may have other suitable
shapes.
[0063] In some embodiments, the aperture 302, 306
of the attaching portion 301 of the bridge allows fitting
the nut 201 of the bracing system 200 in the part of the
aperture extending through the lip 304. For example, in
the lower right drawing 702 of FIG 7, the nut 201 can be
held by the aperture 306, fitting inside partially. It is ad-
vantageous that the aperture 306 can be used to hold
the nut 201 in place. Moreover, as mentioned before, the
aperture 302, 306 allows the system to reduce the contact
of the bracing system 200 with the bridge 300 so that the
only interactions between parts of the bracing system
200 and the bridge 300 are clamping interactions, and
there is no need to compensate for other interactions or
increase the distance between claws 100. In some em-
bodiments, for example, the clamping nut 201 fits the
aperture 302, 306 of the bridge 300, so the nut 201 only
contacts the attaching zone 111 of the claw 100 when
clamped, and it is not disturbed or hindered by any con-
tact with any part of the bridge 300, such as for instance
the blocking lip 304 of the bridge 300. Without the aper-
ture 302, 306, the thickness of the blocking lip 304 has
to be taken into account when designing the bridge 300
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and the claw 100, because the nut 201 and the claw 100
would have to be installed farther away from the central
zone 320 of the bridge 300. Thus, the bridge 300 can be
arranged so that the distance between claws 100 at op-
posite sides of the bridge 300 can be reduced (e.g. as
much as twice the blocking lip thickness, e.g. 2 mm, or
for example twice as much as the thickness of the ma-
terial forming the bridge.
[0064] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the aperture 302, 306 in the attaching portion 301 of the
bridge 300 may be adapted to allow attaching and de-
taching the claw 100 without disengaging or disarming
the bracing system 200. These options allow easy intro-
duction of the bracing system 200 and a fast assembly,
reducing time of installation of the mounting device. For
example, the bracing system 200 may be already en-
gaged to the claw 100, so the claw 100 including the
bracing system 200 can be easily mounted on the bridge
300. It is an advantage of at least some embodiments
that the claws do not need to be demounted. The typical
width of the built in box may be about 52mm, resulting in
the fact that the system can be built in as a single as-
sembly.
[0065] FIG 9 shows two exemplary embodiments
thereof. The drawing 901 at the left of FIG 9, shows that
the aperture 302 has keyhole shape, with a predeter-
mined size adapted to allow passage of the bracing sys-
tem 200. For example, the wide hole of the keyhole
shaped aperture may allow the passing of the screw head
of the bracing system 200, and the narrow portion of the
keyhole shaped aperture may be smaller than the head,
so screw 202 is being held in place. The keyhole may be
present in the part of the aperture included in the blocking
lip 304. The drawing 902 at the right of FIG 9, shows that
the aperture 307 extends to an edge of the bridge. For
example, the aperture 307 may extend through the lip
308 and divide it in two. Such aperture 307 is easy to
obtain, and the size of the head of the screw 202 is less
critical, because the screw may be introduced via the
open edge of the divided lip 308. In general, the strength
of the bridge 300 is improved.
[0066] In either case, the aperture 302, 307 may pro-
vide a wide tilt angle of the claw, for example down to
90°, and also an easy attachment of the claw 100 and
bridge 300.
[0067] During installation of the mounting device, it is
preferable to keep the claws 100 towards a specific di-
rection, for better anchoring. Usually, it is preferred to
keep any movement of the claws 100 confined in a plane.
[0068] Thus, in some embodiments of the present in-
vention, the bridge 300 may include an alignment system
for improving installation. Such system is shown in FIG
10. For example, the bridge 300 may include a tooth or
teeth 313 leaving a gap between them adapted to receive
the claw 100 between them. For example, such system
(e.g. teeth 313) may be provided on the blocking lip 304,
distant from the attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300,
facing the back side of the clamping zone 303 of the

bridge. In some embodiments, the teeth 313 protrude
from the lip 304, the surface of the teeth being coplanar
(parallel) to the surface 305 of the bridge, or in an angle
with said surface. The teeth frame the attaching portion
301 of the bridge, allowing proper engagement with the
claw, while at the same time allowing tilting but avoiding
claw 100 leaning to a direction out of the tilt plane, be-
cause such movement of the claw 100 would be blocked
by the alignment system, e.g. by the edges of the teeth
313 which are parallel to each other.
[0069] In some embodiments of the present invention,
a locking system 310 is included in the bridge 300, which
may act in combination with a locking system 106 of the
claw, thus fixing the position (e.g. angular position, e.g.
in an upright position at 90° with the bridge) of the claw
100. In preferred embodiments, the locking system 310
of the bridge 300 is combined with its alignment system,
e.g. the alignment system may be combined with teeth
313 and juts 314.
[0070] In some embodiments as shown in FIG 11, the
locking system 310 comprises teeth 311 including an en-
gaging stud 312 adapted to engage the locking system
106 of the claw 100. For example, each tooth 311 of the
alignment system may include a stud 312 adapted to fit
a hole 108 or cavity at a predetermined position along
the arms 101 of the claw 100, as shown in FIG 3 and FIG
11. Notably, FIG 11 shows a cross section of a claw 100
locked to teeth 311. The claw 100 includes ribs 105 in-
cluding cavities or holes 108 at a predetermined position
along each arm 101. The distance between the edges of
the teeth 311 may be enough to fit the arms of the claw
100 including the ribs 105, so the locking is obtained by
alignment of the locking system of the claw (holes 108)
and the locking system of the bridge (studs 312).
[0071] In some embodiments, no engaging stud is nec-
essary, and the alignment system may be adapted to
engage the locking system 106 of the claw 100 as shown
in FIG 10. For example, the thickness of the edges of the
teeth may fit depressions 107 provided at a predeter-
mined position on the ribs 105 along the arms 101 of the
claw. Additionally, the gap between the teeth may be
shaped to adjust closely the arms through the proximal
portion 110 of the claw as shown in FIG 12. In such cases,
juts 314 can be provided at the top of the teeth, improving
locking. The "juts" remove the need of elastic bands for
holding the claws in position. They may be for example
0.2 mm jut 314 protruding from the tip of the teeth.
[0072] A mounting device 400 in accordance with em-
bodiments of the present invention, includes at least one
claw 100 in accordance with embodiments as described
above, and a bridge 300 in accordance with embodi-
ments as described above, for instance in a configuration
shown in FIG 13.
[0073] The mounting device 400 combines the reduc-
tion of the size of the at least one claw 100 with the re-
duction of distance between claws 100 in the bridge 300,
thus obtaining a compact mounting device 400 which still
complies with standards of area needed to fit sockets,
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switches and other electric elements. The reduction of
the size stems from the presence of the rib 105, which
allows reducing width without compromising strength.
The reduction of distance 1300 between claws 100 stems
from the presence of an aperture 302, 306, 307 in the
bridge 300, adapted to reduce interaction between the
bracing system 200 included in the claw 100 and parts
of the bridge outside its clamping zone 303, and also due
to the reduction of claw size and positioning the structural
link 102 of the claw in its backside. For example, the
distance 1300 between claws may be 52 mm (which is
approximately 5 mm smaller than existing systems),
while still allowing enough room in central area 320 of
the bridge 300 to harbor standard functional inserts such
as electric components. The claw thus can stay on its
position during mounting, resulting in the fact that no de-
mounting is required.
[0074] The aperture in the bridge also allows tilt of the
at least one claw, improving storage and manipulation.
Some embodiments allow easy assembly of the at least
one claw with the bridge, for example the embodiment
including a keyhole-shaped aperture or the embodiment
at the right drawing 902 of FIG 9, which allows sliding
the bracing system in the claw upwards. Some embodi-
ments of the system allow easy position alignment and
locking. Overall, this system is highly user-friendly and
safe.
[0075] For example, typically a user has to align the
attaching portions of the bridge and the claw, hold the
position and then attach the bracing system to both the
bridge and claw. This is a relatively delicate operation
that requires practice and time. However, the present
invention allows a user to fit the bracing system 200 (e.g.
a screw and nut) inside the gap 115 between two tabs
114 (including stops 116 for holding the bracing system
200) at the attaching portion 111 of the claw 100. A simple
tool such as pliers can be used, if desired or needed.
This allows providing a claw 100 including a bracing sys-
tem 200 in a fast and easy way. Then, the bracing system
200 can be introduced through the aperture 302, 307 of
the attaching portion 301 of the bridge. For example, the
head of the screw 202 of the bracing system 200 can be
introduced through the wide hole of the keyhole-shaped
aperture 302. Alternatively, the part of the body of the
screw 202 between its head and the attaching portion
111 of the claw 100 can be introduced through the open
aperture 307 extending to the edge of the lip 314.
[0076] In any case, the aperture 302, 307 allows a very
fast engaging of the at least one claw 100 and bridge
300, thus obtaining fast assembly of the mounting device,
and no training is required. No special tools are required,
and it can be done in a couple of seconds without previous
experience.
[0077] The claws 100 can be laid down at the same
plane of the bridge 300, allowing easy and compact trans-
port and storage with low risk or no risk of missing pieces.
This advantage can be obtained with embodiments of
the present invention, even if using an aperture 306 (FIG

7, lower right drawing 702) not allowing easy mounting,
as the open slot aperture 307 or keyhole aperture 302
would do. Then, the end user may, upon installation of
the mounting device 400, instead of having to attach the
claws to the bridge, simply tilt the claws 100 over or
around 90° with respect to the bridge 300, which become
locked to the bridge in that position without having to hold
them or using an elastic band. Then the end user can
introduce the mounting device 400 in a suitable hole or
electrical outlet box in a building structure, and tighten
the bracing system 200.
[0078] For example, the attaching portion 111 of the
at least one claw 100 contacts at least the nut 201 when
the screw 200 is tightened, the screw 200 being held by
the attaching portion 301 of the bridge 300. The nut 201
and the attaching portion 111 of the claw 100 align due
to the actuation, and force the claw 100 outwards, thus
pressing it against the inner walls of the hole or electrical
outlet box. The screw 202 may be accessible from the
outside after installation of the mounting device in the
wall, as it is known from the prior art. Loosening the screw
202 reduces the pressure of the claw 100, allowing the
mounting device 400 to be removed.
[0079] Assembling the pieces and anchoring the
mounting device 400 to the hole or electrical outlet box
by means of the claws 100 can be done in a very fast
and simple way, and it is compatible with standard boxes
of 52 mm. Also, removing the mounting device can be
done fast, with no need to disassembling the claws from
the bridge.
[0080] Because the claws 100 can be made smaller
and thinner, without reducing strength thereof, the claws
100 can be used in standard bridges.
[0081] In some embodiments of the present invention,
the mounting device 400 includes a locking assembly,
e.g. comprising at least a locking system 106 provided
in the claw 100, optionally further comprising a locking
system 310 provided in the bridge 300 arranged to en-
gage with the locking system 106 of the claw 100. The
locking assembly may lock the position of the claw with
respect of the bridge, for example when the user tilts the
claw to an upright position with respect to the bridge be-
fore installation of the mounting device. The locking as-
sembly may help positioning the mounting device with
no need of firmly attaching the claw to the bridge, for
example by locking the position of the claw with respect
to the bridge, or by at least reducing or avoiding tilt.
[0082] In some embodiments of the locking assembly,
the arms of the at least one claw may include a cavity or
hole 108 adapted to fit in an engaging stud 312 provided
in the bridge, e.g. provided on a shaped tooth of the bridge
(FIG 3, FIG 11). Thus, the locking assembly is formed
by a locking hole in the arm of the claw and an engaging
stud of the bridge tooth. This provides a reliable locking
of the position of the claw.
[0083] More in detail, as shown in FIG 11, although the
distance between the edges of the teeth 311 may be
enough to fit the arms of the claw including the ribs, the
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studs 312 would exert a pressure on the arms 101. The
arms and/or studs may slightly bend, and when the lock-
ing systems of the claw and bridge align, the pressure is
released, the studs 312 fit in the holes 108 of the arms,
and the position is locked. This locking is reversible, how-
ever, by overcoming the elastic force against bending
and the friction. Thus, the claw 100 can be removed rel-
atively easily from the bridge 300.
[0084] An alternative locking assembly is shown in de-
tail in FIG 10 and FIG 12. FIG 12 shows a cross section
of a claw attached to teeth 313. The arms of the claw
include ribs 105 comprising a depression 107, rather than
a hole, for fitting a locking system of a bridge. The de-
pression should extend along the arm at least as much
as the thickness of the edge of the teeth 313. The shape
of the proximal portion 110, particularly its end, may be
adapted to fit the locking system 310 of the bridge, if
needed. For example, the corners may be smooth and/or
curved, as shown in FIG 10. The ribs 105 increase the
distance between the outer sides of the arms. Thus, the
pressure increases because the gap between the teeth
313 is slightly smaller than the distance between the arms
of the claw including the ribs. This pressure may cause
slight bending inwards the arms 101 of the claw. Elastic
bending of the arms may be improved if the linking struc-
ture 102 is positioned along the arms of the claw, but
distant from the proximal portion 110 (as shown in FIG
10). However, the bridge is adapted so that the depres-
sion 107 fits the gap between the teeth 313, releasing
the pressure and locking the claw to the bridge in a re-
leasable way as before. This allows using the claw with
any bridge including said alignment system. For exam-
ple, in some embodiments the depression has a depth
of approximately 0.3 mm from the top of the rib 105. The
depression 107 can be easily provided, e.g. by stamping,
grinding, etc. The teeth 313 of the bridge may include
juts 314 at the tip, embracing or contacting one of the
slopes of the rib 105, to improve locking of the claw with
no need to use elastic material. The jut 314 is shown in
FIG 10, but it is not shown in FIG 12.
[0085] In embodiments of the present invention, the
locking assembly is easily provided, with no need to pro-
vide a cavity or to perforate a hole through the arm, thus
avoiding reduction of its strength, and with no need to
provide an engaging stud on the bridge tooth adapted to
fit the cavity or hole. The locking system in the claw may
be for example simply a reduction of the thickness of the
rib, which may be provided by simple mechanical means,
with a size so that it approximately fits the edge of the
tooth of the bridge. Because the tooth may be a simple
plate or tab with a predetermined thickness, the locking
system in the bridge is easily provided, with no extra ad-
ditions, studs or complex cutting and shaping.
[0086] The position of the locking assembly may de-
termine the relative position of the claw 100 with respect
to the bridge 300, for example the distance between the
attaching portions of the claw and of the bridge, which
influences the attachment strength between the claw and

the bridge (e.g. upon clamping, e.g. upon tightening the
screw of the attachment means).
[0087] For example, with reference to the discussed
embodiments of the locking assembly, the relative posi-
tion between the depression 107 of the rib 105 or hole
108 of the claw and the edge of the tooth 313 or engaging
stud 312 may determine the distance between the at-
taching portion 111 of the claw 110 and attaching portion
301 of the bridge 300. For example, the distance between
the locking system in the claw (e.g. hole or cavity) and
the proximal end of the claw may be the same, or slightly
smaller, than the distance between the locking system
of the bridge and the attaching portion of the bridge. The
distance may be optimized, so maximum clamping can
be obtained when the proximal end is just in contact with
the attaching portion of the bridge, without exerting ex-
cessive force in any of the locking assembly, the attach-
ing portions and/or the bracing system. This reduces the
chance of damage (for example, due to deformation of
the stud or the tooth, or the rib of the claw, or the nut or
the attaching portions of the claw or bridge) while at the
same time obtaining proper clamping.

Claims

1. A mounting device (400) for installing an electrical
connection box in a wall, the mounting device com-
prising at least one claw (100) for fixing the position
of the mounting device (400), the at least one claw
including a bracing system (200); and a bridge (300)
for fitting the at least one claw (100), the bridge (300)
comprising at least one attaching portion (301) for
attaching the at least one claw (100) to the bridge
(300), the at least one attaching portion (301) com-
prising an aperture (302, 306, 307) adapted to en-
gage the bracing system (200) of the at least one
claw (100), wherein the aperture (302, 306, 307) al-
lows pivoting of the bracing system (200) so the at
least one claw (100) can fit the bridge (300) while
being allowed to tilt with respect to the bridge (300).

2. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the at least one attaching portion
(301) comprises a clamping zone (303) for attaching
the at least one claw (100) to the bridge, the aperture
(302, 306, 307) of the at least one attaching portion
(301) being adapted so that the bracing system (200)
contacts the bridge (300) substantially only on the
clamping zone (303) of the bridge upon actuation of
the bracing system (200).

3. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the aperture (302, 306, 307) is fur-
ther adapted so that the at least one claw can be
fitted to the bridge without disengaging or disarming
of the bracing system (200).
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4. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the aperture (302) is a straight slit
(306, 307) or a keyhole (302) for allowing passage
of at least part of a bracing system (200).

5. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the at least one claw (100) compris-
es a proximal portion (110) comprising an attaching
portion (111) for engaging a bracing system (200)
and attaching the claw (100) to the bridge (300), the
attaching portion (111) of the claw including a slot or
gap (115) suitable for removably fitting the bracing
system (200) in an assembled form.

6. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the at least one claw (100) has an
elongated shape between a proximal portion (110)
and an opposite distal portion (120) comprising an-
choring means (121), wherein the claw (100) further
comprises at least one rib (105) extending longitu-
dinally between the distal portion (120) and the prox-
imal portion (110).

7. The mounting device (400) of claim 6, wherein the
at least one claw (100) comprises two elongated
arms (101), each comprising a proximal portion (110)
and an opposite distal portion (120) comprising an-
choring means (121), wherein the claw (100) com-
prises a structural element (102) extending longitu-
dinally between the arms (101) away from the prox-
imal portion (110), and at the side of the arm opposite
to the anchoring means (121).

8. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the bracing system (200) comprises
at least one clamping nut (201), wherein the attach-
ing portion (301) of the bridge (300) is adapted in
size and shape so that the clamping nut (201) fits
within the aperture (302) of the attaching portion
(301).

9. The mounting device (400) of claim 8, wherein the
at least one claw (100) and the at least one nut (201)
of the bracing system (200) are adapted to fit for
avoiding rotation of the nut (201).

10. The mounting device (400) of claim 9, wherein the
at least one claw (100) comprises a longitudinal
groove (104) and the clamping nut (201) comprises
a protrusion (203) for engaging with and fitting the
longitudinal groove (104).

11. The mounting device (400) of any one of claims 6 to
9, wherein the at least one claw (100) comprising at
least one rib (105) further comprises a longitudinal
groove (104), and the bracing system (200) compris-
es a clamping nut (201) comprising a protrusion
(203) for engaging with and fitting the longitudinal

groove (104), the rib (105) and the groove (104) be-
ing provided at opposite sides of a same arm (101),
and the profile of the rib (105) of the arm (101) being
complementary to the profile of the groove (104) of
that arm (101).

12. The mounting device (400) of any one of the previous
claims, wherein the bridge (300) further comprises
a locking system (310) comprising at least one tooth
(311, 312; 313, 314) for alignment and locking of the
at least one claw (100).

13. The mounting device (400) of the previous claim,
wherein the at least one claw (100) comprises a lock-
ing system (106) suitable for engaging the locking
system (310) in a bridge (300), for locking the posi-
tion of the claw (100) with respect to the bridge (300),
when assembled.

14. The mounting device (400) of claim 13, wherein the
locking system (106) of the claw (100) comprises a
depression (107) suitable for fitting the alignment
tooth (313) of the bridge (300).

15. The mounting device (400) of any one of claims 12
to 14, wherein the at least one tooth (313) comprises
a jut (314) at its tip for improving claw locking.
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