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Description

[Technical Field]

[0001] This application claims priority to and the ben-
efits of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2015-0119760,
filed with the Korean Intellectual Property Office on Au-
gust 25, 2015, the entire contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.
[0002] The present specification relates to a solid oxide
fuel cell and a cell module including the same.

[Background Art]

[0003] With recent predictions about the exhaustion of
existing energy resources such as petroleum and coal,
interests in alternative energy capable of replacing these
have been growing. As one of such alternative energy,
fuel cells have received particular attention with advan-
tages of being highly efficient, not emitting pollutants
such as NOx and SOx, and having sufficient fuel to use.
[0004] Fuel cells are a power generating system con-
verting chemical reaction energy of fuel and oxidizer to
electric energy, and hydrogen, methanol and hydrocar-
bon such as butane are used as the fuel, and oxygen is
typically used as the oxidizer.
[0005] Fuel cells include polymer electrolyte mem-
brane-type fuel cells (PEMFC), direct methanol-type fuel
cells (DMFC), phosphoric acid-type fuel cells (PAFC),
alkaline-type fuel cells (AFC), molten carbonate-type fuel
cells (MCFC), solid oxide-type fuel cells (SOFC) and the
like.
[0006] FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing a
principle of electricity generation of a solid oxide-type fuel
cell, and the solid oxide-type fuel cell is formed with an
electrolyte layer, and a fuel electrode (anode) and an air
electrode (cathode) formed on both surfaces of this elec-
trolyte layer. When referring to FIG. 1 showing a principle
of electricity generation of a solid oxide-type fuel cell, air
is electrochemically reduced in an air electrode to pro-
duce oxygen ions, and the produced oxygen ions are
transferred to a fuel electrode through an electrolyte lay-
er. In the fuel electrode, fuel such as hydrogen, methanol
and butane is injected, and the fuel releases electrons
while bonding to the oxygen ions and electrochemically
oxidized to produce water. Through such a reaction, elec-
trons migrate to an external circuit.

[Disclosure]

[Technical Problem]

[0007] The present specification is directed to provid-
ing a solid oxide fuel cell and a cell module including the
same.

[Technical Solution]

[0008] One embodiment of the present specification
provides an electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell
including a fuel electrode, an electrolyte support and an
air electrode provided in a consecutive order, wherein
the electrolyte support includes a gadolinium-doped ce-
ria-based electrolyte layer and a yttria-stabilized zirconia-
based electrolyte layer each provided on both surfaces
of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer.
[0009] Another embodiment of the present specifica-
tion provides a cell module including the solid oxide fuel
cell as a unit cell.

[Advantageous Effects]

[0010] A solid oxide fuel cell according to one embod-
iment of the present specification has an advantage of
high chemical stability.
[0011] A solid oxide fuel cell according to one embod-
iment of the present specification has an advantage of
high open circuit voltage.
[0012] An electrolyte layer of a solid oxide fuel cell ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present specification
has high ion conductivity.
[0013] A solid oxide fuel cell according to one embod-
iment of the present specification has high driving effi-
ciency and favorable long-term stability.

[Description of Drawings]

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a principle
of electricity generation of a solid oxide fuel cell
(SOFC).
FIG. 2 is a structural diagram of a vertical section of
a solid oxide fuel cell according to one embodiment
of the present specification.
FIG. 3 is a SEM image of Example 1.
FIG. 4 is a SEM image of Comparative Example 1.
FIG. 5 is a SEM image of Comparative Example 2.
FIG. 6 is a graph measuring an open circuit voltage
(OCV) of Example 1 and Comparative Example 1.

<Reference Numeral>

[0015]

100: Fuel Electrode
200: Electrolyte Layer
210: Gadolinium-Doped Ceria-Based Electrolyte
Layer
220: Yttria-Stabilized Zirconia-Based First Electro-
lyte Layer
230: Yttria-Stabilized Zirconia-Based Second Elec-
trolyte Layer
300: Air Electrode

1 2 
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[Mode for Disclosure]

[0016] Hereinafter, the present specification will be de-
scribed in detail.
[0017] One embodiment of the present specification
provides a solid oxide fuel cell including a fuel electrode,
an electrolyte layer and an air electrode provided in a
consecutive order.
[0018] The solid oxide fuel cell is preferably an elec-
trolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell including an elec-
trolyte layer support having a relatively thicker electrolyte
layer compared to other layers.
[0019] The fuel electrode may include an oxygen ion
conducting first inorganic substance, and in the fuel elec-
trode, the oxygen ion conducting first inorganic sub-
stance is present in a crystalline state with the oxygen
ion conducting first inorganic substance particles being
sintered, and the fuel electrode may be porous having
pores so as to inject fuel and discharge produced water.
[0020] The first inorganic substance is not particularly
limited as long as it has oxygen ion conductivity, however,
the first inorganic substance may include at least one of
yttria-stabilized zirconia (YSZ: (Y2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x, x=0.05
to 0.15), scandia-stabilized zirconia (ScSZ:
(Sc2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x, x=0.05 to 0.15), samarium-doped ce-
ria (SDC: (Sm2O3)x(CeO2)1-x, x=0.02 to 0.4), gadolin-
ium-doped ceria (GDC: (Gd2O3)x(CeO2)1-x, x=0.02 to
0.4), lanthanum strontium manganese oxide (LSM), lan-
thanum strontium cobalt ferrite (LSCF), lanthanum stron-
tium nickel ferrite (LSNF), lanthanum calcium nickel fer-
rite (LCNF), lanthanum strontium cobalt oxide (LSC),
gadolinium strontium cobalt oxide (GSC), lanthanum
strontium ferrite (LSF), samarium strontium cobalt oxide
(SSC), barium strontium cobalt ferrite (BSCF) and lan-
thanum strontium gallium magnesium oxide (LSGM).
[0021] The fuel electrode may include the same inor-
ganic substance as the electrolyte layer, and specifically,
the first inorganic substance of the fuel electrode may
include at least one of yttria-stabilized zirconia (YSZ:
(Y2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x, x=0.05 to 0.15) and gadolinium-doped
ceria (GDC: (Gd2O3)x(CeO2)1-x, x=0.02 to 0.4).
[0022] The fuel electrode may further include NiO.
[0023] The fuel electrode may be prepared by sintering
a green sheet prepared with fuel electrode slurry, or may
be prepared by directly coating fuel electrode slurry, and
then drying and sintering the result. Herein, the green
sheet means, instead of a complete final product, a mem-
brane in a film form processible in a next step. In other
words, the green sheet is obtained by coating with a coat-
ing composition including inorganic substance particles
and a solvent and drying the result to a sheet form, and
the green sheet refers to a sheet in a semi-dried state
capable of maintaining a sheet form while including some
quantity of solvent.
[0024] The fuel electrode slurry includes the first inor-
ganic substance particles, and may further include a
binder resin, a plasticizer, a dispersant and a solvent.
The binder resin, the plasticizer, the dispersant and the

solvent are not particularly limited, and common materi-
als known in the art may be used.
[0025] The fuel electrode may have a thickness of
greater than or equal to 10 mm and less than or equal to
100 mm. Specifically, the fuel electrode may have a thick-
ness of greater than or equal to 20 mm and less than or
equal to 50 mm.
[0026] The fuel electrode may have porosity of greater
than or equal to 20% and less than or equal to 60%.
Specifically, the fuel electrode may have porosity of
greater than or equal to 30% and less than or equal to
50%.
[0027] The fuel electrode may have pore diameters of
greater than or equal to 0.1 mm and less than or equal
to 10 mm. Specifically, the fuel electrode may have pore
diameters of greater than or equal to 0.5 mm and less
than or equal to 5 mm. More specifically, the fuel electrode
may have pore diameters of greater than or equal to 0.5
mm and less than or equal to 2 mm.
[0028] The electrolyte layer may be an electrolyte layer
support that is relatively thicker compared to other layers,
and the electrolyte layer may be a multilayer electrolyte
layer formed with a multilayer of three or more layers.
[0029] The electrolyte layer may include a gadolinium-
doped ceria-based electrolyte layer and a yttria-stabi-
lized zirconia-based electrolyte layer each provided on
both surfaces of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based elec-
trolyte layer. Specifically, the electrolyte layer may in-
clude a gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer,
a yttria-stabilized zirconia-based first electrolyte layer
provided on one surface of the gadolinium-doped ceria-
based electrolyte layer, and a yttria-stabilized zirconia-
based second electrolyte layer provided on the other sur-
face of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte lay-
er.
[0030] The electrolyte layer may consist of a gadolin-
ium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer and a yttria-sta-
bilized zirconia-based electrolyte layer each provided on
both surfaces of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based elec-
trolyte layer. Specifically, the electrolyte layer may con-
sist of a gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer,
a yttria-stabilized zirconia-based first electrolyte layer
provided on one surface of the gadolinium-doped ceria-
based electrolyte layer, and a yttria-stabilized zirconia-
based second electrolyte layer provided on the other sur-
face of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte lay-
er.
[0031] The gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte
layer has high oxygen ion conductivity but has low chem-
ical stability, and open circuit voltage characteristics are
not favorable. As a result, cell efficiency decreases and
long-term stability is not favorable.
[0032] The yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte
layer has high chemical stability but has low oxygen ion
conductivity.
[0033] In one embodiment of the present specification,
the thickness of the electrolyte layer increases when the
electrolyte layer is used as a support, which increases
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resistance of the electrolyte layer. Therefore, while using
a gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer having
high oxygen ion conductivity as a main electrolyte layer,
a relatively thin yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electro-
lyte layer is formed on both surfaces of the gadolinium-
doped ceria-based electrolyte layer to compensate
chemical stability of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based
electrolyte layer.
[0034] A thickness ratio of the gadolinium-doped ceria-
based electrolyte layer: the one yttria-stabilized zirconia-
based electrolyte layer may be greater than or equal to
1: 0.001 and less than or equal to 1: 0.1. Specifically, a
thickness ratio of the gadolinium-doped ceria-based
electrolyte layer: the one yttria-stabilized zirconia-based
electrolyte layer may be greater than or equal to 1: 0.005
and less than or equal to 1: 0.05.
[0035] A ratio of the thickness of the gadolinium-doped
ceria-based electrolyte layer: the total thickness of the
yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte layers may be
greater than or equal to 1: 0.002 and less than or equal
to 1: 0.2. Specifically, a ratio of the thickness of the gado-
linium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer: the total
thickness of the yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electro-
lyte layers may be greater than or equal to 1: 0.01 and
less than or equal to 1: 0.1.
[0036] The gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte
layer may include (Gd2O3)x(CeO2)1-x (x=0.02 to 0.4).
[0037] The gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte
layer may have a thickness of greater than or equal to
500 mm and less than or equal to 1000 mm, and this is
advantageous in that ion conductivity and mechanical
strength of a fuel cell are proper. The thickness being
less than 500 mm makes it difficult to physically support
a fuel cell, and when the thickness is greater than 1000
mm, resistance increases making it difficult to accomplish
battery cell performance.
[0038] Specifically, the gadolinium-doped ceria-based
electrolyte layer may have a thickness of greater than or
equal to 500 mm and less than or equal to 700 mm, and
the gadolinium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer may
have a thickness of greater than or equal to 550 mm and
less than or equal to 650 mm.
[0039] The yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte
layers may each include (Y2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x (x=0.05 to
0.15). Specifically, the yttria-stabilized zirconia-based
first electrolyte layer and the yttria-stabilized zirconia-
based second electrolyte layer may include the same or
different yttria-stabilized zirconia.
[0040] The yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte
layers may each have a thickness of greater than or equal
to 5 mm and less than or equal to 20 mm. This is advan-
tageous in that chemical stability of the gadolinium-doped
ceria-based electrolyte layer is compensated while main-
taining ion conductivity of the electrolyte layer.
[0041] Specifically, the yttria-stabilized zirconia-based
electrolyte layers may each have a thickness of greater
than or equal to 5 mm and less than or equal to 10 mm.
[0042] The air electrode may include an oxygen ion

conducting second inorganic substance, and in the air
electrode, the oxygen ion conducting second inorganic
substance is present in a crystalline state with the oxygen
ion conducting second inorganic substance particles be-
ing sintered, and the air electrode may be porous having
pores so as to inject air.
[0043] The second inorganic substance is not particu-
larly limited as long as it has oxygen ion conductivity,
however, the second inorganic substance may include
at least one of yttria-stabilized zirconia (YSZ:
(Y2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x, x=0.05 to 0.15), scandia-stabilized zir-
conia (ScSZ: (Sc2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x, x=0.05 to 0.15), samar-
ium-doped ceria (SDC: (Sm2O3)x(CeO2)1-x, x=0.02 to
0.4), gadolinium-doped ceria (GDC: (Gd2O3)x(CeO2)1-x,
x=0.02 to 0.4), lanthanum strontium manganese oxide
(LSM), lanthanum strontium cobalt ferrite (LSCF), lan-
thanum strontium nickel ferrite (LSNF), lanthanum calci-
um nickel ferrite (LCNF), lanthanum strontium cobalt ox-
ide (LSC), gadolinium strontium cobalt oxide (GSC), lan-
thanum strontium ferrite (LSF), samarium strontium co-
balt oxide (SSC), barium strontium cobalt ferrite (BSCF)
and lanthanum strontium gallium magnesium oxide
(LSGM).
[0044] The air electrode may be prepared by sintering
a green sheet prepared with air electrode slurry, or pre-
pared by directly coating fuel electrode slurry, and then
drying and sintering the result.
[0045] The air electrode slurry includes the second in-
organic substance particles, and may further include a
binder resin, a plasticizer, a dispersant and a solvent.
The binder resin, the plasticizer, the dispersant and the
solvent are not particularly limited, and common materi-
als known in the art may be used.
[0046] The air electrode may have a thickness of great-
er than or equal to 10 mm and less than or equal to 100
mm. Specifically, the air electrode may have a thickness
of greater than or equal to 20 mm and less than or equal
to 50 mm.
[0047] The air electrode may have porosity of greater
than or equal to 20% and less than or equal to 60%.
Specifically, the air electrode may have porosity of great-
er than or equal to 30% and less than or equal to 50%.
[0048] The air electrode may have pore diameters of
greater than or equal to 0.1 mm and less than or equal
to 10 mm. Specifically, the air electrode may have pore
diameters of greater than or equal to 0.5 mm and less
than or equal to 5 mm. More specifically, the air electrode
may have pore diameters of greater than or equal to 0.5
mm and less than or equal to 2 mm.
[0049] Another embodiment of the present specifica-
tion provides a cell module including the solid oxide fuel
cell as a unit cell.
[0050] The cell module may include a stack including
a unit cell including the solid oxide fuel cell and a sepa-
rator provided between the unit cells; a fuel supply unit
supplying fuel to the stack; and an oxidizer supply unit
supplying an oxidizer to the stack.
[0051] The cell module may specifically be used as a
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power supply of electric vehicles, hybrid electric vehicles,
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles or power storage devices.
[0052] Hereinafter, the present specification will be de-
scribed in more detail with reference to examples. How-
ever, the following examples are for illustrative purposes
only, and the scope of the present specification is not
limited thereto.

[Example]

[Example 1]

1. Preparation of GDC Electrolyte Support

[0053] 1 g of GDC powder (Rhodia, ULSA) was placed
in a mold with a 15 mm diameter, and was uniaxial pres-
surized with 5 ton for 90 seconds to prepare a pellet, and
the pellet was sintered for 3 hours at 1500°C to prepare
a GDC electrolyte support having a thickness of approx-
imately 600 mm.

2. Preparation of Auxiliary Electrolyte Slurry

[0054] Auxiliary electrolyte slurry was prepared by mix-
ing, based on the total weight of the auxiliary electrolyte
slurry, 50 weight% of YSZ, 10 weight% of a dispersant,
0.5 weight% of a plasticizer and 10 weight% of an acryl-
based binder with a residual quantity of solvent (29.5
weight%).

3. Preparation and Lamination (Coating) of Auxiliary 
Electrolyte Tape

[0055] The prepared auxiliary electrolyte slurry was
coated using a doctor blade to prepare a green sheet.
The green sheet was laminated on both surfaces of the
GDC electrolyte support sintered in a pellet form using a
laminator, and the result was sintered for 3 hours at
1350°C. A final sample having a YSZ auxiliary electrolyte
layer having a thickness of approximately 7 mm provided
on both surfaces of the GDC electrolyte support was pre-
pared.

[Comparative Example 1]

[0056] Preparation was carried out in the same manner
as in Example 1 except that a final sample was prepared
using only the GDC electrolyte support of Example 1 with-
out the auxiliary electrolyte.

[Comparative Example 2]

[0057] Preparation was carried out in the same manner
as in Example 1 except that a final sample was prepared
by forming a single auxiliary electrolyte layer having a
thickness of approximately 7 mm only on the fuel elec-
trode side of the GDC electrolyte support of Example 1.

[Experimental Example 1]

[0058] Vertical sections of Example 1 and Compara-
tive Examples 1 and 2 were observed using a scanning
electron microscope (SEM), and each image is shown in
FIG. 3 to FIG. 5.

[Experimental Example 2]

[0059] A platinum mesh was formed using a platinum
paste, and an electrode was formed on both surfaces of
the sample by sintering the platinum mesh for 2 hours at
1000°C. In order to check an open circuit voltage (OCV),
a voltage difference was measured while injecting hydro-
gen on one side, and air on the other side.
[0060] For Example 1 and Comparative Examples 1
and 2, the open circuit voltage (OCV) was measured de-
pending on temperatures, and the results are shown in
FIG. 6.
[0061] The sample using the auxiliary electrolyte (YSZ)
on both surfaces [Example 1] had enhanced chemical
stability and exhibited a high OCV compared to the elec-
trolyte support (GDC) without the auxiliary electrolyte
[Comparative Example 1]. In the sample using the aux-
iliary electrolyte on only one surface in the fuel electrode
direction [Comparative Example 2], a slightly increased
OCV was obtained, however, the sample was not stabi-
lized as the sample using the auxiliary electrolyte on both
surfaces.

Claims

1. An electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell com-
prising:

a fuel electrode;
an electrolyte support; and
an air electrode provided in a consecutive order,
wherein the electrolyte support includes a gado-
linium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer and
a yttria-stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte lay-
er each provided on both surfaces of the gado-
linium-doped ceria-based electrolyte layer.

2. The electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell of
Claim 1, wherein the gadolinium-doped ceria-based
electrolyte layer has a thickness of 500 mm or more
and 1000 mm or less.

3. The electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell of
Claim 1, wherein the yttria-stabilized zirconia-based
electrolyte layers each have a thickness of 5 mm or
more and 20 mm or less.

4. The electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell of
Claim 1, wherein the gadolinium-doped ceria-based
electrolyte layer includes (Gd2O3)x(CeO2)1-x

7 8 
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(x=0.02 to 0.4) .

5.  The electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell of
Claim 1, wherein the yttria-stabilized zirconia-based
electrolyte layers each include (Y2O3)x(ZrO2)1-x
(x=0.05 to 0.15).

6. The electrolyte support-type solid oxide fuel cell of
Claim 1, wherein a thickness ratio of the gadolinium-
doped ceria-based electrolyte layer: the one yttria-
stabilized zirconia-based electrolyte layer is 1: 0.001
or more and 1: 0.1 or less.

7. A cell module comprising the solid oxide fuel cell of
any one of Claims 1 to 6 as a unit cell.

9 10 
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