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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR REMOVING OR INSTALLING A MAIN SHAFT OF A WIND TURBINE

(57) The present disclosure is directed to a system
and method for removing or installing a main shaft 34 of
a drivetrain assembly 30 of a wind turbine 10 to and from
a nacelle 16 installed atop a wind turbine 10 tower. The
rail system 60 includes at least one support component
62 configured to support the main shaft 34. Further, the
support component 62 is configured horizontally with re-

spect to the main shaft 34. The rail system 60 also in-
cludes at least one sliding component 66 connected be-
tween the support component 62 and the main shaft 34.
Thus, the sliding component 66 is configured to move
horizontally with respect to the support component 62 so
as to slide the main shaft 34 between an installed position
and an uninstalled position.



EP 3 364 023 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to wind
turbines, and more particularly to systems and methods
for removing and/or installing a main shaft to and from a
nacelle located atop a wind turbine tower.
[0002] Wind power is considered one of the cleanest,
most environmentally friendly energy sources presently
available, and wind turbines have gained increased at-
tention in this regard. A modem wind turbine typically
includes a tower, a generator, a gearbox, a nacelle, and
one or more rotor blades. The nacelle includes a rotor
assembly coupled to the gearbox and to the generator.
The rotor assembly and the gearbox are mounted on a
bedplate support frame located within the nacelle. More
specifically, in many wind turbines, the gearbox is mount-
ed to the bedplate via one or more torque supports or
arms. The one or more rotor blades capture kinetic en-
ergy of wind using known airfoil principles. The rotor
blades transmit the kinetic energy in the form of rotational
energy so as to turn a shaft coupling the rotor blades to
a gearbox, or if a gearbox is not used, directly to the
generator. The generator then converts the mechanical
energy to electrical energy that may be deployed to a
utility grid.
[0003] More specifically, the majority of commercially
available wind turbines utilize multistage geared drive-
trains to connect the turbine blades to electrical genera-
tors. The wind turns the turbine blades, which spin a low
speed shaft, i.e. the main shaft. The main shaft is coupled
to an input shaft of a gearbox, which has a higher speed
output shaft connected to a generator. Thus, the geared
drivetrain aims to increase the velocity of the mechanical
motion. Further, the gearbox and the generator are typ-
ically supported by one or more bearings and mounted
to the bedplate via one or more torque arms or supports.
[0004] Over time, the main shaft and associated bear-
ings may become worn and/or damaged due to normal
operating loads and forces from the wind acting on the
wind turbine components. Unfortunately, repair of main
shaft and the main bearings often requires the turbine
head to be removed from atop the nacelle and transport-
ed to a factory, which can be very time-consuming and
expensive.
[0005] Thus, the art is continuously seeking new and
improved systems and methods for repairing and/or re-
placing a main shaft of the wind turbine. Accordingly, the
present subject matter is directed to a system and method
for removing and/or installing a main shaft to and from a
nacelle located atop a wind turbine tower that addresses
the aforementioned issues.
[0006] Various aspects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the following description,
or may be clear from the description, or may be learned
through practice of the invention.
[0007] In one aspect, the present disclosure is directed
to a rail system configured to remove or install a main
shaft of a drivetrain assembly of a wind turbine to and

from a nacelle installed atop a wind turbine tower. The
rail system includes at least one support component con-
figured to support the main shaft. Further, the support
component is configured horizontally with respect to the
main shaft. The rail system also includes at least one
sliding component connected between the support com-
ponent and the main shaft. Thus, the sliding component
is configured to move horizontally with respect to the sup-
port component so as to slide the main shaft between an
installed position and an uninstalled position.
[0008] More specifically, in one embodiment, the sup-
port component(s) may be configured above the main
shaft. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the support
component(s) may be configured below the main shaft.
In additional embodiments, the support component(s)
may be configured on the sides of the main shaft. Further,
in certain embodiments, the support component(s) may
include parallel support arms. Thus, in particular embod-
iments, the rail system may include at least one sliding
component configured with each of the parallel support
arms such that the weight of the main shaft is evenly
supported during removal and/or installation.
[0009] In another embodiment, each of the parallel
support arms may include a track. More specifically, in
such embodiments, each of the sliding components may
include at least one rolling element configured within
each track and at least one strap connected between
each rolling element and the main shaft. For example, in
particular embodiments, the rail system may also include
a sliding component configured with a forward end of the
main shaft and a sliding component configured at an aft
end of the main shaft, e.g. so as to provide balanced
support to main shaft.
[0010] In additional embodiments, the straps of the
sliding components may be configured circumferentially
around the main shaft. Alternatively, the straps may be
secured to a side location of the main shaft.
[0011] In further embodiments, the parallel support
arms may be further supported, e.g. by securing at least
one rod component perpendicularly between the parallel
support arms. In another embodiment, the rail system
may include at least one structural support configured
with each of the parallel support arms. In such embodi-
ments, the structural supports may be secured to a sta-
tionary component of the wind turbine, e.g. the bedplate,
via one or more fasteners.
[0012] In yet another embodiment, the rail system may
include a push/pull component configured to push or pull
the main shaft during removal and/or installation thereof.
More specifically, in certain embodiments, the push/pull
component may be configured to be mounted to a bearing
housing of the main shaft.
[0013] In another aspect, the present disclosure is di-
rected to a method for removing a main shaft of a drive-
train assembly of a wind turbine from a nacelle installed
atop a wind turbine tower. The method includes mounting
at least one support component within the nacelle of the
wind turbine in a horizontal orientation with respect to the
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main shaft. The method also includes securing at least
one sliding component to the support component and to
the main shaft. Another step includes horizontally sliding
the main shaft from within the nacelle to an outside loca-
tion of the nacelle via the sliding component. Thus, the
method also includes lowering the main shaft to a ground
location.
[0014] More specifically, in one embodiment, the meth-
od may include lowering the main shaft to the ground
location via a crane.
[0015] In another embodiment, the step of mounting
the support component(s) within the nacelle in the hori-
zontal orientation with respect to the main shaft may in-
clude securing parallel support arms above or below the
main shaft. More specifically, the parallel support arms
may be mounted on opposing sides of the main shaft. In
addition, as mentioned, each of the parallel support arms
may include a track. Thus, in such embodiments, the step
of securing at least one sliding component between the
support component and to the main shaft may include
securing a rolling element within each of the tracks of the
parallel support arms and securing a strap to each rolling
element and circumferentially around the main shaft.
[0016] In another embodiment, the method may in-
clude securing at least one rod component perpendicu-
larly between the parallel support arms, e.g. so as to pro-
vide further support to the rail system. In addition, in fur-
ther embodiments, the method may include securing a
structural support between each of the parallel support
arms and a bedplate of the wind turbine via one or more
fasteners.
[0017] In additional embodiments, the method may in-
clude mounting a push/pull component to a bearing hous-
ing of the main shaft. Thus, the push/pull component is
configured to push or pull the main shaft during removal
or installation thereof.
[0018] In yet another aspect, the present disclosure is
directed to a method for installing a main shaft of a driv-
etrain assembly of a wind turbine within a nacelle installed
atop a wind turbine tower. The method includes mounting
parallel support arms above the main shaft within the
nacelle of the wind turbine in a horizontal orientation with
respect to the main shaft, wherein each of the parallel
support arms has a track. Thus, the method also includes
securing at least one sliding component within each of
the tracks of the parallel support arms. Further, the meth-
od includes lifting the main shaft from a ground location
to the nacelle installed atop the tower. The method also
includes securing the main shaft to the sliding compo-
nent. In addition, the method includes horizontally sliding
the main shaft within the nacelle via the sliding compo-
nent. It should be understood that the method may further
include any of the additional steps and/or features as
described herein.
[0019] Various features, aspects and advantages of
the present invention will become better understood with
reference to the following description and appended
claims. The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-

rated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and, together with the de-
scription, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
[0020] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a wind turbine
according to one embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of a simplified,
internal view of one embodiment of a nacelle of a
wind turbine according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of one embod-
iment of a drivetrain assembly according to the
present disclosure, particularly illustrating the main
shaft of the drivetrain assembly;

FIG. 4 illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of one
embodiment of the rail system configured with the
main shaft according to the present disclosure, par-
ticularly illustrating the main shaft in its installed po-
sition within the nacelle of the wind turbine;

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of one embod-
iment of a support component of the rail system of
the present disclosure, particularly illustrating a roll-
ing element configured within the track thereof;

FIG. 6 illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of one
embodiment of the rail system configured with the
main shaft according to the present disclosure, par-
ticularly illustrating the main shaft in its uninstalled
position;

FIG. 7 illustrates a top view of one embodiment of
the rail system configured with the main shaft ac-
cording to the present disclosure, particularly illus-
trating the main shaft in its installed position within
the nacelle of the wind turbine;

FIG. 8 illustrates a top view of one embodiment of
the rail system configured with the main shaft ac-
cording to the present disclosure, particularly illus-
trating the main shaft in its uninstalled position;

FIG. 9 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for re-
moving a main shaft of a drivetrain assembly of a
wind turbine from a nacelle installed atop a wind tur-
bine tower according to the present disclosure; and

FIG. 10 illustrates a flow diagram of a method for
installing a main shaft of a drivetrain assembly of a
wind turbine within a nacelle installed atop a wind
turbine tower according to the present disclosure.

[0021] Reference now will be made in detail to embod-
iments of the invention, one or more examples of which
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are illustrated in the drawings. Each example is provided
by way of explanation of the invention, not limitation of
the invention. In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that various modifications and variations can
be made in the present invention without departing from
the scope or spirit of the invention. For instance, features
illustrated or described as part of one embodiment can
be used with another embodiment to yield a still further
embodiment. Thus, it is intended that the present inven-
tion covers such modifications and variations as come
within the scope of the appended claims and their equiv-
alents.
[0022] Generally, the present disclosure is directed to
a system and method for removing and/or installing a
main shaft of a drivetrain assembly of a wind turbine to
and from a nacelle installed atop a wind turbine tower.
The rail system generally includes parallel support arms
mounted substantially horizontal to the main shaft of the
drivetrain assembly. Further, the rail system also in-
cludes at least one sliding component configured with
each of the support arms. More specifically, the sliding
components are connected between the support arms
and the main shaft and generally slid along a track of the
support arms. Thus, the sliding components are config-
ured to move horizontally with respect to the parallel sup-
port arms so as to slide the main shaft between an in-
stalled position and an uninstalled position.
[0023] The present system and method includes many
advantages not present in the prior art. For example, the
present disclosure allows the main shaft of the wind tur-
bine to be easily installed and/or replaced in the field,
without having to transport the shaft to a factory. Thus,
the present disclosure reduces cost and logistics asso-
ciated with returning the wind turbine to service due to
damage and/or replacement of the main shaft.
[0024] Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates
a perspective view of one embodiment of a wind turbine
10 according to the present disclosure. As shown, the
wind turbine 10 generally includes a tower 12 extending
from a support surface 14, a nacelle 16 mounted on the
tower 12, and a rotor 18 coupled to the nacelle 16. The
rotor 18 includes a rotatable hub 20 and at least one rotor
blade 22 coupled to and extending outwardly from the
hub 20. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the
rotor 18 includes three rotor blades 22. However, in an
alternative embodiment, the rotor 18 may include more
or less than three rotor blades 22. Each rotor blade 22
may be spaced about the hub 20 to facilitate rotating the
rotor 18 to enable kinetic energy to be transferred from
the wind into usable mechanical energy, and subse-
quently, electrical energy. For instance, the hub 20 may
be rotatably coupled to an electric generator 24 (FIG. 2)
positioned within the nacelle 16 to permit electrical en-
ergy to be produced.
[0025] The wind turbine 10 may also include a wind
turbine controller 26 centralized within the nacelle 16.
However, in other embodiments, the controller 26 may
be located within any other component of the wind turbine

10 or at a location outside the wind turbine. Further, the
controller 26 may be communicatively coupled to any
number of the components of the wind turbine 10 in order
to control the components thereof. In addition, the con-
troller 26 may be communicatively coupled to the rail sys-
tem 60 as described herein so as to provide automatic
control thereof. As such, the controller 26 may include a
computer or other suitable processing unit. Thus, in sev-
eral embodiments, the controller 26 may include suitable
computer-readable instructions that, when implemented,
configure the controller 26 to perform various different
functions, such as receiving, transmitting and/or execut-
ing wind turbine control signals and/or performing the
various method steps as described herein.
[0026] Referring now to FIG. 2, a simplified, internal
view of one embodiment of the nacelle 16 of the wind
turbine 10 shown in FIG. 1 is illustrated, particularly illus-
trating the drivetrain assembly 30. As shown, the drive-
train assembly 30 includes the generator 24, which may
be coupled to the rotor 18 for producing electrical power
from the rotational energy generated by the rotor 18. For
example, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the rotor 18 may
include a rotor or main shaft 34 coupled to the hub 20
via a main shaft flange 35 for rotation therewith. The main
shaft 34 may, in turn, be rotatably coupled to a generator
shaft 36 of the generator 24 through a gearbox 38 con-
nected to a bedplate support frame 48 by a torque support
50. More specifically, as shown in FIG. 4, the main shaft
34 is typically supported by one or more bearings 52, 54.
For example, as shown, a forward end 37 of the shaft 34
may be supported by a first bearing 52 and an aft end 39
of the shaft 34 may be supported by a second bearing
54. Further, as shown, the bearings 52, 54 may be mount-
ed to the bedplate 48 of the nacelle 16 via one or more
torque supports 50.
[0027] As is generally understood, the main shaft 34
may provide a low speed, high torque input to the gearbox
38 in response to rotation of the rotor blades 22 and the
hub 20. The gearbox 38 may then be configured to con-
vert the low speed, high torque input to a high speed, low
torque output to drive the generator shaft 36 and, thus,
the generator 24.
[0028] Each rotor blade 22 may also include a pitch
adjustment mechanism 32 configured to rotate each rotor
blade 22 about its pitch axis 28. Further, each pitch ad-
justment mechanism 32 may include a pitch drive motor
40 (e.g., any suitable electric, hydraulic, or pneumatic
motor), a pitch drive gearbox 42, and a pitch drive pinion
44. In such embodiments, the pitch drive motor 40 may
be coupled to the pitch drive gearbox 42 so that the pitch
drive motor 40 imparts mechanical force to the pitch drive
gearbox 42. Similarly, the pitch drive gearbox 42 may be
coupled to the pitch drive pinion 44 for rotation therewith.
The pitch drive pinion 44 may, in turn, be in rotational
engagement with a pitch bearing 46 coupled between
the hub 20 and a corresponding rotor blade 22 such that
rotation of the pitch drive pinion 44 causes rotation of the
pitch bearing 46. Thus, in such embodiments, rotation of
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the pitch drive motor 40 drives the pitch drive gearbox
42 and the pitch drive pinion 44, thereby rotating the pitch
bearing 46 and the rotor blade 22 about the pitch axis
28. Similarly, the wind turbine 10 may include one or more
yaw drive mechanisms 66 communicatively coupled to
the controller 26, with each yaw drive mechanism(s) 66
being configured to change the angle of the nacelle 16
relative to the wind (e.g., by engaging a yaw bearing 68
of the wind turbine 10).
[0029] Referring now to FIGS. 4-8, various views of
the rail system 60 for removing and/or installing the main
shaft 34 to and from the nacelle 16 located atop the wind
turbine tower 12 (FIG. 1) are illustrated. More specifically,
as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, side cross-sectional views
of one embodiment of the rail system 60 configured with
the main shaft 34 of the drivetrain assembly 30 according
to the present disclosure are illustrated, particularly illus-
trating the main shaft 34 in its installed position within the
nacelle 16 and in its uninstalled position, respectively.
Further, FIGS 7 and 8 illustrates top views of the main
shaft 34 of the rail system 60 configured with the main
shaft 34 of the drivetrain assembly 30 according to the
present disclosure, particularly illustrating the main shaft
34 in its installed position within the nacelle 16 and in its
uninstalled position, respectively.
[0030] More specifically, as shown generally in the fig-
ures, the rail system 60 includes at least one support
component 62 configured to support the main shaft 34.
For example, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, the support
component(s) 62 may include parallel support arms 64.
Further, as shown particularly in FIGS. 7 and 8, the sup-
port component(s) 62 may be configured above the main
shaft 34. Alternatively, the support component(s) 62 may
be configured below the main shaft 34. In addition, the
support component(s) 62 may be configured on a side
of the main shaft 34. Further, as shown, the support com-
ponent(s) 62 may be configured horizontally with respect
to the main shaft 34, e.g. so as to allow for horizontal
movement of the main shaft 34.
[0031] Thus, as shown in FIGS. 4-8, the rail system 60
may also include at least one sliding component 66 con-
figured with each of the parallel support arms 64. More
specifically, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, the rail system
60 may include a first sliding component 66 configured
with a forward end 37 of the main shaft 34 and a second
sliding component 66 configured with the aft end 39 of
the main shaft 34, e.g. so as to provide balanced support
to main shaft 34 as the shaft 34 is being removed and/or
installed. In addition, as shown, the sliding component(s)
66 may be connected between the support component(s)
62 and the main shaft 34. Thus, the sliding component(s)
66 is configured to move horizontally with respect to the
support component(s) 66 so as to slide the main shaft
34 between an installed position (FIGS. 4 and 7) and an
uninstalled position (FIGS. 6 and 8).
[0032] In another embodiment, as shown particularly
in FIG. 5, each of the parallel support arms 64 may include
a rail track 65 or slot. More specifically, as shown, the

rail track 65 of each support arm 64 may be configured
the entire length of the arm 64 or only a portion thereof.
In such embodiments, each of the sliding components
66 may also include at least one rolling element 67 con-
figured within each track 65 so as to slide thereon. For
example, as shown in FIG. 5, the rolling element 67 may
include one or more roller bearings 68 configured to slide
within the track 65. In addition, as shown, the rolling el-
ement 67 may include an attachment location 70, e.g.
for at least one strap 72 to be connected between each
rolling element 67 and the main shaft 34. In additional
embodiments, as shown in FIGS. 4 and 6-8, the straps
72 of the sliding components 66 may be configured cir-
cumferentially around the main shaft 34. Alternatively,
the straps 72 may be secured to a side location of the
main shaft 34. It should be understood that the straps 72
may include any suitable strap, sling, holster, chain, or
similar, or combinations thereof. For example, the straps
72 of the illustrated embodiment include a chain 73 con-
nected to each attachment location 70 of the rolling ele-
ments 37 with a sling-type strap 72 connected between
the chains 72 such that the strap 72 extends circumfer-
entially around the main shaft 34.
[0033] In further embodiments, as shown in FIGS. 7
and 8, the parallel support arms 64 may be further sup-
ported, e.g. by securing at least one rod component 74
perpendicularly between the parallel support arms 64.
More specifically, the rod component 78 may be mounted
to each of the parallel support arms 64 so as to create
an I-beam configuration that is configured to support the
weight of the main shaft 34.
[0034] In another embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 4-8,
the rail system 60 may also include at least one structural
support 76 configured with each of the parallel support
arms 64. Further, in such embodiments, the structural
supports 76 may be secured to the bedplate 48 of the
wind turbine 10, e.g. via one or more fasteners 75. Thus,
the structural supports 76 provide further support to the
rail system 60 as the main shaft 34 is being removed
and/or replaced.
[0035] In yet another embodiment, the rail system 60
may also include a push/pull component 78 configured
to push or pull the main shaft 34 during removal or in-
stallation thereof. For example, as shown in FIGS. 4 and
7, the push component 78 may be mounted to a bearing
housing 56 of the main shaft 34. More specifically, as
shown, the push component 78 may have parallel rods
80 with a push/pull rod 82 configured perpendicularly
therebetween. Thus, the parallel rods 80 may be mount-
ed to the bearing housing 56 and the push rod 82 can
slid along the parallel rods 80 so as to assist with move-
ment of the main shaft 34. More specifically, as shown
in FIGS. 4 and 7, the push rod 82 is configured to apply
a force to the aft end 39 of the shaft 34 so as to push the
shaft 34 out of the bearing housing 56. Similarly, during
installation, the push rod 82 can be used as a pull rod 82
such that it pulls the shaft 34 into the bearing housing 56.
[0036] Referring now to FIG. 9, a flow diagram of one
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embodiment of a method 100 for removing the main shaft
34 of the drivetrain assembly 30 of the wind turbine 10
from the nacelle 16 installed atop the tower12 is illustrat-
ed. As shown at 102, the method 100 includes mounting
at least one support component 62 above the main shaft
34 within the nacelle 16 of the wind turbine 10 in a hori-
zontal orientation with respect to the main shaft 34. More
specifically, in certain embodiments, the step of mounting
the support component(s) 62 above the main shaft 34
within the nacelle 16 in the horizontal orientation with
respect to the main shaft 34 may include securing parallel
support arms 64 horizontally with respect to the main
shaft 34.
[0037] As shown at 104, the method 100 includes se-
curing at least one sliding component 66 to the support
component 62 and to the main shaft 34. In addition, as
mentioned, each of the parallel support arms 64 may
include a rail track 65. Thus, in such embodiments, the
step of securing at least one sliding component 66 be-
tween the support component 62 and to the main shaft
34 may include securing a rolling element 67 within each
of the tracks 65 of the parallel support arms 64, and se-
curing a strap 72 to each rolling element 67 and circum-
ferentially around the main shaft 34.
[0038] In another embodiment, the method 100 may
include securing at least one rod component 74 perpen-
dicularly between the parallel support arms 64. Further,
in additional embodiments, the method 100 may include
anchoring the parallel support arms to the nacelle 16.
More specifically, the method 100 may include securing
a structural support 76 between each of the parallel sup-
port arms 64 and the bedplate 48 of the wind turbine 10
via one or more fasteners 75 so as to further support the
support arms 64 during removal of the main shaft 34. In
further embodiments, the method 100 may also include
mounting a push component 78 to the bearing housing
56 of the main shaft 34. Thus, as mentioned, the push
component 78 is configured to push or pull the main shaft
34 during removal or installation thereof.
[0039] Referring still to FIG. 9, as shown at 106, the
method 100 includes horizontally sliding the main shaft
34 from within the nacelle 16 to an outside location of the
nacelle 16 via the sliding component 66 (FIG. 6). Further,
as shown at 108, the method 100 also includes lowering
the main shaft 34 to a ground location. For example, in
certain embodiments, the method 100 may include low-
ering the main shaft 34 to the ground location via a crane.
[0040] Referring now to FIG. 10, a flow diagram of one
embodiment of a method 200 for installing the main shaft
34 of the drivetrain assembly 30 of the wind turbine 10
within the nacelle 16 installed atop the tower12 is illus-
trated. As shown at 202, the method 200 includes mount-
ing parallel support arms 64 above the main shaft 34
within the nacelle 16 of the wind turbine 10 in a horizontal
orientation with respect to the main shaft 34, wherein
each of the parallel support arms 64 has a track 65. As
shown at 204, the method 200 includes securing at least
one sliding component 66 within each of the tracks 65 of

the parallel support arms 64. As shown at 206, the meth-
od 200 includes lifting the main shaft 34 from a ground
location to the nacelle 16 installed atop the tower 12. As
shown at 208, the method 200 includes securing the main
shaft 34 to the sliding component 66. As shown at 210,
the method 200 includes horizontally sliding the main
shaft 34 within the nacelle 16 via the sliding component
66.
[0041] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the invention, including the preferred mode, and
also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice the
invention, including making and using any devices or sys-
tems and performing any incorporated methods. The pat-
entable scope of the invention is defined by the claims,
and may include other examples that occur to those
skilled in the art. Such other examples are intended to
be within the scope of the claims if they include structural
elements that do not differ from the literal language of
the claims, or if they include equivalent structural ele-
ments with insubstantial differences from the literal lan-
guages of the claims.
[0042] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following numbered
clauses:

1. A rail system for removing or installing a main shaft
of a drivetrain assembly of a wind turbine to and from
a nacelle installed atop a wind turbine tower, the rail
system comprising:

at least one support component configured to
support the main shaft, the support component
configured substantially horizontally with re-
spect to the main shaft; and, at least one sliding
component connected between the support
component and the main shaft,
wherein the sliding component is configured to
move horizontally with respect to the support
component so as to slide the main shaft between
an installed position and an uninstalled position.

2. The rail system of clause 1, wherein the at least
one support component is configured above or below
the main shaft.

3. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
the at least one support component further compris-
es parallel support arms.

4. The rail system of any preceding clause, further
comprising at least one sliding component config-
ured with each of the parallel support arms.

5. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
each of the parallel support arms comprises a track
and each of the sliding components comprises at
least one rolling element configured within each
track.
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6. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
each of the sliding components further comprises at
least one strap connected between each rolling el-
ement and the main shaft.

7. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
the straps are configured circumferentially around
the main shaft.

8. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
the parallel support arms are secured to each other
via at least one rod component configured perpen-
dicularly with the parallel support arms.

9. The rail system of any preceding clause, further
comprising a structural support configured with each
of the parallel support arms.

10. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
the structural supports are secured to a bedplate of
the wind turbine via one or more fasteners.

11. The rail system of any preceding clause, further
comprising a push component configured to push or
pull the main shaft during removal or installation
thereof.

12. The rail system of any preceding clause, wherein
the push component is mounted to an aft end of a
bearing housing of the main shaft.

13. A method for removing an installed main shaft
of a drivetrain assembly of a wind turbine from a na-
celle installed atop a wind turbine tower, the method
comprising:

mounting at least one support component within
the nacelle of the wind turbine in a substantially
horizontal orientation with respect to the main
shaft;
securing at least one sliding component to the
support component and to the main shaft; and,
horizontally sliding the main shaft from within
the nacelle to an outside location of the nacelle
via the sliding component.

14. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising lowering the main shaft to a ground lo-
cation via a crane.

15. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
mounting at least one support component within the
nacelle in the substantially horizontal orientation with
respect to the main shaft further comprises:

securing parallel support arms above or below
the main shaft, wherein each of the parallel sup-
port arms comprises a track.

16. The method of any preceding clause, wherein
securing at least one sliding component between the
support component and to the main shaft further
comprises:

securing a rolling element within each of the
tracks of the parallel support arms, and
securing a strap to each rolling element and cir-
cumferentially around the main shaft.

17. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising securing at least one rod component per-
pendicularly between the parallel support arms.

18. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising anchoring the parallel support arms to
the nacelle.

19. The method of any preceding clause, further
comprising mounting a push component to an aft
end of a bearing housing of the main shaft, wherein
the push component is configured to push or pull the
main shaft during removal or installation thereof.

20. A method for installing a main shaft of a drivetrain
assembly of a wind turbine within a nacelle installed
atop a wind turbine tower, the method comprising:

mounting parallel support arms above the main
shaft within the nacelle of the wind turbine in a
substantially horizontal orientation with respect
to the main shaft, each of the parallel support
arms comprising a track;
securing at least one sliding component within
each of the tracks of the parallel support arms;
lifting the main shaft from a ground location to
the nacelle installed atop the tower;
securing the main shaft to the sliding compo-
nent; and,
horizontally sliding the main shaft within the na-
celle via the sliding component.

Claims

1. A rail system (60) for removing or installing a main
shaft (34) of a drivetrain assembly (30) of a wind
turbine (10) to and from a nacelle (16) installed atop
a wind turbine tower (12), the rail system (60) com-
prising:

at least one support component (62) configured
to support the main shaft (34), the support com-
ponent (62) configured substantially horizontally
with respect to the main shaft (34); and,
at least one sliding component (66) connected
between the support component (62) and the
main shaft (34),
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wherein the sliding component (66) is config-
ured to move horizontally with respect to the
support component (62) so as to slide the main
shaft (34) between an installed position and an
uninstalled position.

2. The rail system (60) of claim 1, wherein the at least
one support component (62) is configured above or
below the main shaft (34).

3. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
the at least one support component (62) further com-
prises parallel support arms (64).

4. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, further
comprising at least one sliding component (66) con-
figured with each of the parallel support arms (64).

5. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
each of the parallel support arms (64) comprises a
track (65) and each of the sliding components (66)
comprises at least one rolling element (67) config-
ured within each track (65).

6. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
each of the sliding components (66) further compris-
es at least one strap (72) connected between each
rolling element (67) and the main shaft (34).

7. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
the straps (72) are configured circumferentially
around the main shaft (34).

8. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
the parallel support arms (64) are secured to each
other via at least one rod component (74) configured
perpendicularly with the parallel support arms (64).

9. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, further
comprising a structural support (76) configured with
each of the parallel support arms (64).

10. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
the structural supports (76) are secured to a bedplate
(48) of the wind turbine (10) via one or more fasteners
(75).

11. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, further
comprising a push component (78) configured to
push or pull the main shaft (34) during removal or
installation thereof.

12. The rail system (60) of any preceding claim, wherein
the push component (78) is mounted to an aft end
of a bearing housing (56) of the main shaft (34).

13. A method for removing or installing a main shaft (34)
of a drivetrain assembly (30) of a wind turbine (10)

from or to a nacelle (16) installed atop a wind turbine
tower (12), the method comprising:

mounting at least one support component (62)
within the nacelle (16) of the wind turbine (10)
in a substantially horizontal orientation with re-
spect to the main shaft (34);
securing at least one sliding component (66) to
the support component (62) and to the main
shaft (34); and,
horizontally sliding the main shaft (34) within or
from the nacelle (16) via the sliding component
(66).

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising lowering
or raising the main shaft (34) to and from the nacelle
(16) via a crane.

15. The method of claim 13 or claim 14, further compris-
ing anchoring the parallel support arms (64) to the
nacelle (16).
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