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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present teachings generally relate to an en-
doscope sheath that receives all or a portion of an endo-
scope and more specifically to an endoscope sheath that
self-aligns the endoscope within the sheath creating a
channel, lumen, or both.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Endoscopes are typically used for minimally in-
vasive surgery or to provide access to an internal location
of a patient so that a doctor is provided with visual access.
Endoscopes, during use, may be inserted into a location
that may include debris that may cover the end of the
endoscope and especially cover an imaging device lo-
cated at the end of the endoscope. For example, an en-
doscope being used for surgery may become covered
by blood and the blood may impair the vision of a surgeon
so that surgery becomes increasingly difficult. Attempts
have been made to provide various devices to assist a
surgeon in clearing the debris from the imaging device
of the endoscope and restore vision. These devices may
remove some of the debris from the imaging device of
the endoscope, however, these devices may not remove
all of the debris and/or may leave spots or droplets on
the imaging device, which may result in continued im-
pairment. These devices may have features that attempt
to control the flow of fluid, suction, or both at the end of
the endoscope in an attempt to clear debris, spots, drop-
lets, or a combination thereof from the endoscope. Fur-
ther, many of the features at the end of the sheath are
configured to align the sheath with the endoscope and
these feature perform little if any directing of fluid across
the end of the endoscope.
[0003] Examples of some endoscope cleaning devices
may be found in U.S. Patent Nos. 5,575,756; 7,708,689;
and 8,079,952; and U.S. Patent Application Publication
No. 2011/0230716. JP Patent Application H06-189893
discloses an endoscope sheath with a distal opening and
convex portions in the sheath for positioning the endo-
scope in the sheath. US Patent application
2010/0198012 A1 discloses an endoscope sheath with
a lateral channel terminating in an angled opening. It
would be attractive to have an endoscope sheath that
self-aligns the endoscope within the sheath so that a con-
duit, a lumen, a channel, or a combination thereof is cre-
ated along all or a portion of the length of the sheath. It
would be attractive to have an endoscope sheath that
includes a channel that can accommodate fluid, suction,
one or more functional elements, or a combination there-
of. What is needed is an endoscope sheath that includes
one or more non-circular sections that align the endo-
scope within the sheath and create a channel, conduit,
a lumen, or a combination thereof.

SUMMARY

[0004] The present teachings meet one or more of the
present needs by providing an endoscope sheath ac-
cording to the appending claims. A possible embodiment
comprises: an endoscope sheath comprising: a proximal
end; a distal end having a distal end region; a surface
extending between and connecting the proximal end and
the distal end; and a plurality of positioning devices lo-
cated along the surface; wherein the sheath is configured
to: (1) receive all or a portion of an endoscope having a
cylindrical end and (2) provide a conduit for communi-
cating fluid between the proximal end of the sheath and
the distal end of the sheath when the endoscope is in-
serted inside the sheath; and wherein the distal end re-
gion of the sheath includes the plurality of positioning
devices that secure the cylindrical end of the endoscope
against a portion of an inner wall of the surface extending
between the proximal end and the distal end so that a
fluid barrier is created between the cylindrical end of the
endoscope and the inner wall.
[0005] A possible example of the present teachings
comprises: an endoscope cleaner comprising: a sheath
having: a proximal end, a distal end, and an inner surface
extending between the proximal end and the distal end;
wherein the sheath is configured to receive all or a portion
of an endoscope and provide a conduit for communicat-
ing fluid between the proximal end of the sheath and the
distal end of the sheath when the endoscope is inserted
inside the sheath, and wherein the distal end of the
sheath has a cross-section with a circular portion having
a diameter substantially matching a diameter of the en-
doscope and one or more tangent portions that have one
or more segments that are tangent to the circular portion
at one or more points.
[0006] Yet another possible example of the present
teachings provides: an endoscope cleaner comprising:
(a) a proximal end, (b) a distal end including: (i) two or
more non-unitary positioning features that are configured
to provide an axial end stop for an endoscope, and (c) a
surface extending between and connecting the proximal
end and the distal end, wherein the two or more non-
unitary positioning features are connected to the distal
end of the surface by one or more fasteners, adhesives,
or both.
[0007] The teachings herein provide an endoscope
sheath that self-aligns the endoscope within the sheath
so that a conduit, a lumen, a channel, or a combination
thereof is created along all or a portion of the length of
the sheath. The teachings herein provide an endoscope
sheath that includes a channel that can accommodate
fluid, suction, one or more functional elements, or a com-
bination thereof. The teachings herein provide an endo-
scope sheath that includes one or more non-circular sec-
tions that align the endoscope within the sheath and cre-
ate a channel, conduit, a lumen, or a combination thereof.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1A illustrates a top view of an endoscope
sheath;
FIG. 1B illustrates a proximal end view of an endo-
scope sheath of FIG. 1A;
FIG. 1C illustrates a distal end view of an endoscope
sheath of FIG. 1A;
FIG. 2 illustrates a cross sectional view of FIG 1C
along lines A-A;
FIG. 3A illustrates a side view of an endoscope in-
serted in the endoscope sheath of FIG. 1A;
FIG. 3B illustrates a distal end view of FIG. 3A;
FIG. 4A illustrates a side view of a sheath having a
non-circular perimeter;
FIG. 4B illustrates a distal end view of the sheath of
FIG .4A;
FIG. 5A illustrates a side view of a sheath having a
non-circular perimeter along a portion of the length;
FIG. 5B illustrates a distal end view of the sheath of
FIG 5A;
FIG. 5C illustrates a proximal end view of the sheath
of FIG. 5A;
FIG. 6A illustrates a perspective view of a sheath
having an oblong or obround shape;
FIG. 6B illustrates an end view of the sheath of FIG.
6A;
FIG. 6C illustrates an end view of a sheath including
an endoscope;
FIG. 7 illustrates an example of an end view of a
sheath including one flat wall;
FIG. 8 illustrates an end view of a sheath have a
plurality of flat walls;
FIG. 9A illustrates a perspective view of a sheath
including a plurality of positioning devices that are
aligned;
FIG. 9B illustrates a side view of the sheath of FIG.
9A;
FIG. 9C illustrates an end view of the sheath of FIG.
9A;
FIG. 10A illustrates a perspective view of a sheath
having a plurality pf positioning devices that are off
set;
FIG. 10B illustrates an end view of the sheath of FIG.
10A;
FIG. 10C illustrates a view of the proximal end side
of the endoscope of FIG. 10A;
FIG. 11A illustrates a perspective view of a sheath
having a plurality of two different positioning devices
that are off set;
FIG. 11B illustrates an end view of the sheath of FIG.
11A;
FIG. 11C illustrates a perspective view of a sheath
having two different positioning devices;
FIG. 12A illustrates a perspective view of an angled
sheath having a plurality of positioning devices;

FIG. 12B illustrates a top view of the sheath of FIG.
12A;
FIG. 12C illustrates an end view of the sheath of FIG.
12A;
FIG. 13 illustrates a system including the sheath of
the teachings herein; and
FIG. 14 illustrates another system including the
sheath of the teachings herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] The explanations and illustrations presented
herein are intended to acquaint others skilled in the art
with the teachings, its principles, and its practical appli-
cation. Those skilled in the art may adapt and apply the
teachings in its numerous forms, as may be best suited
to the requirements of a particular use. Accordingly, the
specific embodiments of the present teachings as set
forth are not intended as being exhaustive or limiting of
the teachings. The scope of the teachings should, there-
fore, be determined not with reference to the above de-
scription, but should instead be determined with refer-
ence to the appended claims, along with the full scope
of equivalents to which such claims are entitled.. Other
combinations are also possible as will be gleaned from
the following claims, which are also hereby incorporated
by reference into this written description.
[0010] The present teachings provide an endoscope
sheath for use in a system. The system of the teachings
herein includes an irrigation source and a suction source
that are both connected to an endoscope sheath that is
in communication with an endoscope. The system may
include one or more control modules. The system may
function to clean an endoscope. Preferably, the system
functions to clean a distal tip of an endoscope. More pref-
erably, the system functions to clean an imaging device
of an endoscope. The system may include one or more
functional components that may extend proximate to a
distal end of an endoscope or beyond a distal end of an
endoscope. The system may provide one or more con-
duits relative to the endoscope. The system may protect
the endoscope. The system may include one or more
sources of irrigation fluid for use with the system, and the
one or more sources of irrigation fluid, suction, or both
may be controlled by one or more control modules.
[0011] The one or more control modules may function
to control the amount of fluid, suction, or both applied to
a predetermined area, an area of interest, the endo-
scope, or a combination thereof. The one or more control
modules may be powered by electricity, battery powered,
or both. The one or more control modules may include
one or more pumps, one or more valves, one or more
user interfaces, or a combination thereof. The one or
more user interfaces may be one or more control knobs,
one or more selectors, one or more indicators, one or
more user controls, one or more devices for changing a
parameter, or a combination thereof. The one or more
control modules may include any of the pumps discussed
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herein and based upon feedback from the user interface
may control the pump to perform the selected parameter.
The control module may include a microprocessor, a
computer, a control algorithm, or a combination thereof.
The control module may control one more valves located
within the system, connected to the control module, or
both. The one or more control modules may perform a
suction function, an irrigation function, or a combination
of both upon a selection by the user as is indicated by
the user interface. The control module may control the
running speed, pumping duration, or both of the pump
so that irrigation fluid is moved to the sheath.
[0012] The irrigation fluid may function to clean an en-
doscope, clear debris from a location proximate to the
endoscope, be bioabsorbable, or a combination thereof.
The irrigation fluid may function to move solid particles,
move opaque fluids, or both. The irrigation fluid may be
applied with a pressure. The pressure of the irrigation
fluid may be varied by changing the height of the irrigation
source relative to the sheath so that the head of the irri-
gation fluid is increased or decreased. The pressure of
the irrigation fluid may be sufficiently high so that the
irrigation fluid may be redirected by a flow director. The
irrigation fluid may be applied with a pressure of about
0.10 MPa or more, about 0.20 MPa or more, about 0.30
MPa or more, or even about 0.50 MPa or more. The ir-
rigation fluid may be applied with a pressure of about 3
MPa or less, about 2 MPa or less, about 1 MPa or less,
or even about 0.75 MPa or less. The irrigation fluid may
be applied with a sufficient amount of pressure that the
surface tension of the irrigation fluid wicks the irrigation
fluid across the distal end, the imaging portion, or both
of the endoscope (e.g., the pressure may be low enough
that the irrigation fluid remains in contact with the endo-
scope, the sheath, or both). The irrigation fluid may be
applied with a gravity feed, thus, the pressure of the irri-
gation fluid may be determined by the height of an irri-
gation source. For example, the irrigation source may be
an IV bag and the height of the IV bag may determine
the amount of pressure and/or force generated at the
distal tip of the sheath, endoscope, or both. The irrigation
fluid may be applied by a pump that pumps the fluid at a
predetermined pressure. The irrigation fluid may be con-
tinuously applied, intermittently applied, or both during
an application cycle. The pressure of the irrigation fluid
may change when the irrigation fluid reaches the end of
an endoscope sheath so that the fluid cleans the endo-
scope, creates turbulence at the end of the endoscope,
or both. Preferably, the pressure is sufficiently low so that
the flow across the endoscope is laminar. The pressure
of the irrigation fluid may be varied based upon the size,
length, or both of an irrigation line extending between an
irrigation source and the sheath. The irrigation source
may be a reservoir that fluid is drawn from by a fluid move-
ment mechanism (e.g., a pump) and moved through the
sheath to provide irrigation to a distal end of an endo-
scope, to clean an endoscope, or both.
[0013] The pump may function to circulate irrigation

fluid, move irrigation fluid through one or more lines,
move fluid through a sheath, or a combination thereof.
The pump may function to create a negative pressure
(e.g., suction or vacuum). The pump may move fluid with
an impeller. The pump may be a lobe pump, a centrifugal
pump, a positive displacement pump, a rotary positive
displacement pump, a diaphragm pump, peristaltic
pump, rope pump, a gear pump, a screw pump, a pro-
gressing cavity pump, a roots-type pump, a plunger
pump, or a combination thereof. Preferably, the pump
moves a constant amount of fluid upon being activated,
a constant amount of fluid may be varied from application
to application, or both. More preferably, the pump is a
peristaltic pump.
[0014] The one or more irrigation lines may function to
connect the sheath to an irrigation source. The irrigation
lines may function to create a head so that pressure is
created and the irrigation fluid is applied with a force. The
irrigation line may be flexible, movable, or both. The irri-
gation line may be made of any material that is compatible
with the irrigation fluid, a patient, use in a surgical proce-
dure, or a combination thereof. The irrigation line may
connect the sheath to an irrigation source, a suction
source, or both (i.e., suction may be applied through the
irrigation line).
[0015] The suction source may function to remove flu-
id, debris, opaque fluids, unwanted material, or a com-
bination thereof from a point of interest, from a distal end
of the sheath, a distal end of the endoscope, or a com-
bination thereof. The suction source may function to per-
form a drying function, remove fluid spots, or both. The
suction source may be a pump, reversal of a motor, a
common suction source, a hospital suction source, or a
combination thereof. The suction source may apply a suf-
ficient amount of vacuum to remove a predetermined
amount of fluid in a predetermined amount of time. For
example, the suction source may apply suction so that
10 ml of fluid may be removed in 1 to 2 seconds. The
suction source may apply a continuous suction, intermit-
tent suction, or both.
[0016] The suction line may function to connect to the
sheath so that suction may be pulled through the sheath.
The suction line may function to connect the sheath to a
suction source. The suction line may assist is moving
fluids, removing fluids, removing debris, removing
opaque fluids, removing particles, or a combination
thereof. The suction line may be any line that may assist
in creating a vacuum at a distal tip of the endoscope, the
sheath, or both. The suction line and the irrigation line
may be the same line. The suction line and the irrigation
line may be connected to a common line. The suction
line and the irrigation line may be connected by one or
more fittings, one or more valves or both.
[0017] The one or more valves may function to allow
only one functions (e.g., irrigation or suction) to work at
a time. The one or more valves may function to block the
irrigation line, the suction line, or both. The one or more
valves may only allow suction or irrigation to be applied
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at a given time. The one or more valves may be or include
a check valve, a back flow preventer, or both. The one
or more valves may be located proximate to the sheath,
proximate to the irrigation source, proximate to the suc-
tion source, or a location therebetween. Each of the lines
may include a valve. If more than one valve is present
the valves may be electrically connected, hydraulically
connected, fluidly connected, or a combination thereof
so that if one valve is opened another valve is closed.
The two or more valves (e.g., a first valve and a second
valve) may be electrically connected, electrically control-
led, or both. The two or more valves may be operated in
a sequence (e.g., one opened and then one closed), op-
erated simultaneously, operated on a delay, or a combi-
nation thereof. For example, only one valve may be open
at a time. In another example, one may close and after
a time delay another may open. The one or more valves
may be part of a common fitting, located proximate to a
common fitting, or both.
[0018] The one or more common fittings may function
to connect two or more lines into a common line. The one
or more common fittings may function to connect a suc-
tion line and an irrigation line to a common port. The one
or more common fittings may connect a single line to
multiple devices so that multiple devices may be used
simultaneously, in series, in parallel, or a combination
thereof. For example, the common fitting may connect a
suction line and an irrigation line to a common line that
is connected to a sheath and, during operation, an irri-
gation fluid may be applied and then after a delay and/or
immediately when the irrigation fluid ceases to be ap-
plied, suction may be applied to the suction line so that
irrigation fluid, excess irrigation fluid, debris, particles,
opaque fluids, or a combination thereof are removed from
the distal end of the endoscope. The one or more com-
mon fittings may have two or more openings, three or
more openings, four or more openings, or even five or
more openings. Each opening may receive at least one
line and fluidly connect the one or more lines together.
More than one common fitting may be used to connect
multiple lines together. For example, a first common fit-
ting with three openings may be connected to second
common fitting with three openings so that two tubes are
connected to one opening of the first common fitting and
one tube is connected to each of the other two openings.
Preferably, the common fitting is generally "Y" shaped
and two of the openings lead into a third opening that is
connected to a common line and/or a delivery line.
[0019] The common line may function to deliver irriga-
tion fluid, suction, or both to a sheath. The common line
may function to provide a combination of multiple differ-
ent fluids, devices, suction levels, fluid pressures, or a
combination thereof. The common line may provide a
single access point between the irrigation source, the
suction source, or both and the sheath. The common line
may have an increased cross-sectional area (e.g., diam-
eter) relative to the cross-sectional area of the irrigation
line, the suction line, or both. The common line may be

the same size as one or both of the irrigation line, the
suction line, or both. The common line may extend be-
tween the common fitting and a port of the sheath. The
common line may be a delivery line.
[0020] The delivery line may function to deliver fluids
to a sheath. The delivery line may function to deliver suc-
tion to the sheath. The delivery line and the common line
are preferably the same line. The delivery line, common
line, or both may be used during an application cycle.
[0021] The application cycle may be any cycle where
an endoscope is cleaned. The application cycle may be
a cycle where a combination of different items are ap-
plied, a combination of different sequences are per-
formed, or both. The application cycle may be a cycle
where an irrigation fluid and suction are applied in a se-
quence to clean an endoscope. The application cycle
may be a combination of one or more applications of fluid,
one or more applications of suction, or both. The appli-
cation cycle may be an application of fluid and immedi-
ately thereafter an application of suction to remove ex-
cess fluid form a point of interest, the distal end of the
endoscope, the distal end of the sheath, or a combination
thereof. The application cycle may have no delay be-
tween an end of the application of an irrigation fluid and
the beginning of the application of suction. For example,
upon completion of the irrigation fluid being applied the
suction may immediately begin. The application cycle
may be varied by a user. The application cycle may in-
clude only an application of fluid (i.e., a flushing cycle, a
washing manner) with no suction. The application cycle
may be user activated for a predetermined amount of
time. The application cycle may be activated based upon
a duration a user activates a switch. For example, a user
may pre-set the activation cycle so that one touch of the
switch causes the irrigation fluid to run for 5 seconds.
The user may pre-set the activation cycle so that no suc-
tion is used. The application cycle may concurrent appli-
cation of fluid and suction. For example, suction may be-
gin being applied before the irrigation fluid is turned off.
The application cycle of the irrigation fluid, the suction,
or both may be changed by a user changing a selector,
actuating a control longer, changing an input, or a com-
bination thereof. The application cycle may be sufficiently
long so that an image sensor of an endoscope is clear
and good images may be taken.
[0022] The endoscope may function to provide an im-
age to a surgeon, a doctor, a nurse, any other person
who desires visual access to a remote location, or a com-
bination thereof. The endoscope may be used for non-
invasive surgery. The endoscope may be used for ortho-
scopic surgery. The endoscope may be inserted in a cut
in tissue. The endoscope may be used for insertion into
an orifice including an ear, nose, throat, rectum, or a ure-
thra. The endoscope may have a generally circular cross-
section. The endoscope may have a tubular section that
is generally cylindrical (i.e., internal portion). The endo-
scope may have a tubular section extending to the distal
end and a handpiece connected to the tube and extend-
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ing to the proximal end. The endoscope may have a cy-
lindrical distal end. The body of the endoscope and the
distal end of the endoscope may be different shapes.
The endoscope may include one or more image sensors
in a distal end region (i.e., internal portion). The one or
more image sensors may be located in an external por-
tion of the endoscope and fiber optics connected to the
image sensor may transmit a signal through the internal
portion to the external portion. The endoscope may in-
clude two or more image sensors. The endoscope may
include an image sensor at the most distal point of the
endoscope. The endoscope may include an image sen-
sor that is located on an angle. The angle of the image
sensor, viewing face, or both may be about 0°, 20°, 30°,
45°, 60°, 70°, or a combination thereof. The image sensor
may provide black and white images, color images, ther-
mal images, or a combination thereof. Preferably, the
image sensor, imaging device, or both are located sub-
stantially at the distal end. The angle of the image sensor,
the viewing face, or both may dictate the angle, shape,
viewing cone, or a combination thereof of the endoscope.
[0023] The viewing cone may be an area of visibility of
the endoscope. The viewing cone may be variable, ad-
justable, or both. The angle of the viewing cone may be
movable. The angle of the viewing cone may be prede-
termined based upon the type of endoscope selected.
The angle of the viewing cone may not be affected by
the flow director, lumen, sheath, or a combination thereof.
The location of the endoscope within the sheath may vary
based upon the angle of the viewing cone. For example,
the shape of the sheath may offset the endoscope to one
side more or less based upon the angle of the viewing
cone so that the endoscope sheath does not interfere
with the imaging of the endoscope. The viewing cone
may extend outward from the distal end of the endoscope
in a cone shape.
[0024] The distal end of the endoscope may function
to be inserted into a patient so that a feature of interest
may be viewed through minimally invasive means. The
distal end of the endoscope may be the leading portion
of the endoscope (i.e., the first portion that enters a pa-
tient). The distal end may function to provide washing
functions, suction functions, irrigating functions, or a
combination thereof that direct the irrigation fluid and suc-
tion across the viewing face of the endoscope, the lens,
or both. The distal end may include one or more open-
ings. The one or more openings may be at the very end
of the distal end (e.g., a 0 degree opening). The one or
more opening may be in a sidewall of the sheath, the
tube, or both (e.g., 15 degrees, 20 degrees, 30 degrees,
45 degrees, 60 degrees, 70 degrees). The one or more
openings may extend into the one or more openings so
that a feature of interest may be viewed through the open-
ing. The opening may extend at an angle as the opening
extends from the proximal end towards the distal end.
The opening may extend at a downward angle so that
when an angled endoscope is inserted into the sheath
the sheath does not interfere with viewing a feature of

interest. The distal end of the endoscope may be on an
opposing end of the endoscope as a proximal end. The
proximal end may function to be gripped by a user. The
proximal end may function to provide controls to a user.
The proximal end may provide an interface for connecting
other functional components such as an imaging device
(e.g., a camera). The proximal end may function to pro-
vide power, sensing, suction, fluid, control, a connection
point to outside devices, or a combination thereof to the
distal end of the endoscope. The proximal end may be
retained out of the patient and the distal end may be
inserted in the patent. A shoulder may be located be-
tween the distal end and the proximal end.
[0025] The shoulder may function to prevent the prox-
imal end from entering a patient. The shoulder may func-
tion to form a connection point with a tube of the endo-
scope. The shoulder may be a terminal portion of a prox-
imal end of the endoscope. The shoulder may prevent a
sheath from axially moving towards the proximal end of
the endoscope. The shoulder may be a distal end of the
proximal end portion of the endoscope. The shoulder
may be generally vertical, generally flat, generally orthog-
onal to the longitudinal axis of the tubular section of the
sheath, or a combination thereof. One or more light posts
may be located in a distal end region of the proximal
portion of the endoscope and the light post may be lo-
cated on a proximal portion of the endoscope relative to
the shoulder (e.g., between the shoulder a visual port but
closer to the shoulder end then a visual port end).
[0026] The light post may function to provide light into
the endoscope. The light post may direct light into the
endoscope and out of the tube of the endoscope so that
a feature of interest is illuminated. The light post may
provide light so that a user can see features of interests
that are located in low light conditions. The light post may
be rigid. The light post may be immobile and/or fixedly
connected to the endoscope so that the light post has a
fixed position on the endoscope. The light post may be
made of metal, plastic, a biocompatible material, or a
combination thereof. The light post may be integral with
a main portion of the proximal end. The light post may
be made of metal and some other biocompatible material.
The one or more light posts may provide light through
the endoscope, so that the visual port may be used for
observing a feature of interest at a distal end of the en-
doscope.
[0027] The visual port may function to provide a view-
ing window for a user. The visual port may function to
allow a user to observe a feature of interest. The visual
port may function to provide an output so that an image
is displayed on a monitor. The visual port may provide
visual access through the endoscope to a user. The vis-
ual port may extend into one or more openings in the
sheath, a tube of the sheath, or both. The angle of the
openings discussed herein may be complementary to
the angle of the visual port of the endoscope. For exam-
ple, a zero degree endoscope may fit in a zero degree
sheath and a 70 degree endoscope may extend into a
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70 degree sheath. The visual port may provide a con-
nection point to a camera that displays the image on a
larger image device such as a television or a monitor.
The visual port may be an optical window at the proximal
end that provides visual access to a viewing lens at the
distal end.
[0028] The viewing lens may function to provide a win-
dow that an image sensor views through. The viewing
lens may function to protect an image sensor (e.g., a
camera). The viewing lens may be a cover over an image
sensor. The viewing lens may be a viewing face of the
endoscope and vice versa. The viewing face may be a
surface of the endoscope that an image is generated
through. The viewing lens may have a cross-sectional
length (e.g., diameter) that is less than the cross-section-
al length of the endoscope. The viewing lens may have
a largest dimension that is larger than the cross-sectional
thickness of the endoscope. For example, when the en-
doscope has an imaging device at a 70° angle the viewing
lens may be greater than the cross-sectional length of
the endoscope. The viewing lens may protect the imaging
device (e.g., camera) from fluid, damage, corrosion, or
a combination thereof. The viewing lens may cover one
or more imaging devices or even two or more imaging
devices. The viewing lens when in use may become cov-
ered with debris, fluid, blood, opaque fluids, or a combi-
nation thereof. The viewing lens may be inhibited from
allowing a clear image to be formed. The viewing lens
may be partially or fully covered by a sheath, be partially
or fully surrounded by a sheath, or both. Preferably, the
sheath is located proximate to the viewing lens without
interfering with the range of vision created by the viewing
lens.
[0029] The sheath may function to provide one or more
conduits, lumen, channels, or a combination thereof for
a fluid, suction, a functional device (e.g., a cutting tool,
cauterizing tool, or both), or a combination thereof to ex-
tend out of a distal end region of the sheath. The one or
more conduits, lumen, channels, or a combination there-
of may be a gap between the sheath and the endoscope
when viewed in the cross-section. The sheath may func-
tion to form all or a portion of a conduit, channel, lumen,
or a combination thereof for fluid, suction, a functional
device, or a combination thereof to extend out of a distal
end region of the sheath. The sheath may function to
provide cleaning, washing, or both of an endoscope. The
sheath may provide a conduit, channel, a lumen, or a
combination thereof that extends from a proximal end to
a distal end. The sheath may include one or more lumen,
create one or more lumen, or both. The sheath may in-
clude one or more parts that when connected together
create a conduit that provides irrigation fluid, suction, a
functional device, or a combination thereof to a distal end
of the endoscope. The sheath may substantially mirror
the shape of the endoscope. Thus, for example, if the
endoscope has a circular cross-section then the sheath
has a circular cross section. Preferably, the sheath has
a non-circular cross-section. More preferably, the sheath

has an oblong cross-section, includes one or more tan-
gent segments, oblique segments, or both. The oblong
cross-section may have a length that is greater than the
width, have two circular portions that include separate
centers, or both. The length may be a factor larger than
the width. The length may be a factor greater than the
width of about 1.2w or more, about 1.5w or more, about
1.75w or more, or even about 2w or more (where "w" is
width). The oblong cross-section may be generally oval,
include one or more linear segments, or both. The oblong
cross-section may include one non-circular portion that
includes at least two circular segments and one or more
linear segments. The oblong cross-section may have a
perimeter that spans 360 degrees. The oblong cross-
section may have a portion with an inner diameter that
is substantially the same as the outer diameter of the
endoscope and a portion with an inner diameter that is
smaller than the outer diameter of the endoscope. The
sheath may function as an endoscope cleaner. The
sheath may have a distal end and a proximal end with a
longitudinal axis that extends therebetween.
[0030] The distal end of the sheath may function to
direct irrigation fluid, suction, or both across the viewing
lens, the distal end, or both of the endoscope. The distal
end may function to open, be open, or both so that irri-
gation fluid may exit the sheath. The distal end may func-
tion to not interfere with the imaging capabilities of the
endoscope. The distal end may open out so that pressure
of the irrigation fluid drops as the irrigation fluid reaches
the distal end. The distal end may be free of any integrally
formed pieces that direct irrigation fluid, suction, or both
across a distal end of the endoscope. The distal end may
be free of any extensions that extend from the distal end.
The distal end may be free of any pieces that extend from
a portion of a distal most end of the sheath. The distal
end may be substantially equal around a circumference
of the sheath. The distal end may include one or more
positioning features (e.g., dimples or pins). The endo-
scope may be eccentrically located within the distal end.
The distal end region may include one or more annular
gaps (e.g., a ring shaped gap).
[0031] The sheath may include one or more lips. The
one or more lips may be a flow director. The one or more
lips may function to assist in directing irrigation fluid
across the lens, imaging device, or both of the endo-
scope. The one or more lips may function to substantially
mirror the shape of the endoscope. The one or more lips
may overhang the endoscope. The one or more lips may
provide a protective cover for the endoscope. The one
or more lips may only be used when a flexible flap is
used. The one or more lips may function as a distal end
stop. The sheath may be free of lips. The one or more
lips may be located on a distal end opposite a proximal
end of the sheath.
[0032] The proximal end of the sheath may function to
create a connection with the endoscope. The proximal
end may align the sheath relative to the endoscope. The
proximal end of the sheath may axially align the sheath
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relative to the endoscope, radially align the sheath rela-
tive to the endoscope, axially align the distal ends of the
sheath and the endoscope, the sheath axially relative to
a light post of the endoscope, the sheath rotationally rel-
ative to a light post of the endoscope, or a combination
thereof. The proximal end may receive all or a portion of
the endoscope. The proximal end may contact a shoulder
of the endoscope. A longitudinal axis may extend be-
tween the proximal end and the distal end of the sheath.
The longitudinal axis may extend through a through hole,
channel, lumen, or a combination thereof that extends
the length of the sheath. The endoscope may extend
within the sheath along the longitudinal axis. The longi-
tudinal axis may extend from a connection point between
the endoscope and the sheath and through a tube of the
sheath.
[0033] The tube may function to receive the imaging
device of the endoscope. The tube may be located at the
distal end of the endoscope. The tube may be generally
the same size and shape as the endoscope. For example,
if the endoscope has a generally circular cross-section
then the tube may have a generally circular cross-sec-
tion. The tube may have a shape that is different than
the endoscope. The tube may be any shape so that the
tube is configured to receive the endoscope. The tube
may be connected to: a hub, integrally formed with a hub,
in fluid communication with a port, connected to a port,
include a through hole that is in communication with a
port, or a combination thereof. The tube may be connect-
ed to a handpiece at the proximal end. The tube has a
longitudinal axis and the shape of the tube may be con-
sistent along its length. The shape of the tube may vary
along the length of the tube. The tube may be integrally
formed with a handpiece. The tube may have a uniform
wall thickness, a variable wall thickness, or both. The
wall thickness may vary along the length of the tube. The
wall thickness may vary along the circumference of the
tube. For example, the tube may have a wall that is twice
as thick on a bottom half of the tube as a top half of a
tube when viewing the tube in a cross-section. The tube
may include one or more positioning devices along its
length and/or circumference. The one or more positioning
devices may be one or more dimples, one or more pins,
one or more crimps, one or more end stops, or a combi-
nation thereof.
[0034] The one or more positioning devices may func-
tion to position an endoscope within a sheath. The one
or more positioning devices may function to axially align,
radially align, longitudinally align, laterally align, or a com-
bination thereof the endoscope within a sheath. The one
or more positioning devices may extend along a portion
of the length or the full lengthof the sheath, the tube of
the sheath, or both (e.g., a surface of the tube). The one
or more positioning devices may be located continuously
between the distal end and proximal end of the sheath,
periodically be located between the distal end and the
proximal end of the sheath, or a combination of both. The
one or more positioning devices may be spaced apart.

The one or more positioning devices may be circumfer-
entially spaced apart, longitudinally spaced part, laterally
spaced apart, coplanar, non-coplanar, or a combination
thereof. The one or more positioning devices may be in
a line such that each of the positioning devices are co-
planar and perpendicular to the longitudinal axis. The
one or more positioning devices may be staggered and
coplanar (e.g., circumferentially spaced apart and longi-
tudinally spaced apart). The one or more positioning de-
vices may be staggered and non-coplanar. The position-
ing devices may only be located in the distal end region,
proximate to the distal end region, on the distal end side
of the sheath, or a combination thereof. The positioning
may be positioned in groups and/or sets.
[0035] One group of positioning devices may maintain
the endoscope a distance from the end of the sheath.
The distance may be a sufficient distance so that the
irrigation fluids are moved across the lens, imaging de-
vice, or both by surface tension. The distance between
the distal end of the sheath and the distal end of the
endoscope may be a distance so that surface tension
moves an irrigation fluid across the lens, the imaging de-
vice, or both. For example, surface tension may cause
the irrigation fluid to wrap around the imaging device,
lens, or both of the endoscope so that the endoscope is
cleaned. The distance between the distal end of the en-
doscope and the distal end of the sheath may be about
1 mm or more, about 2 mm or more, or about 3 mm or
more. The distance between the distal end of the endo-
scope and the distal end of the sheath may be about 15
mm or less, about 12 mm or less, or about 10 mm or less.
The surface tension may maintain fluid in contact with
the lens, the imaging device, or both so that the lens, the
imaging device, or both are washed, cleaned, or both.
The one or more positioning devices may both axially
align the endoscope and position the endoscope within
the sheath, the tube, or both.
[0036] The one or more positioning devices may align
the endoscope within the tube, the sheath, or both. The
one or more and preferably a plurality of positioning de-
vices may create an annular gap around an endoscope.
The annular gap may be uniform around the endoscope.
The annular gap may vary in distance between the outer
wall of the endoscope and the inner wall of the sheath.
The one or more and preferably a plurality of positioning
devices may move the endoscope into contact with a wall
of a sheath, a tube, or both so that a gap is only created
around a portion of the endoscope, a fluid is prevented
from extending between a contact location between the
endoscope and sheath, or both. An offset gap may be
created so that a center of the sheath and a center of the
endoscope are offset, eccentric, shifted relative to each
other, or a combination thereof. For example, the endo-
scope may be shifted all the way to one wall so that a
gap is only located on one side of the endoscope. The
one or more positioning devices may function to be an
axial stop. The one or more positioning devices may
move the endoscope into contact with a surface (e.g.,
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the tube, the sheath, or both) so that a fluid barrier is
created.
[0037] The fluid barrier may function to prevent fluid
from flowing between the endoscope and the sheath, the
tube, a surface of the sheath and/or tube, or a combina-
tion thereof. The fluid barrier may prevent fluid from pass-
ing around a portion of the endoscope (e.g., an arc length
of 15 degrees or more, 30 degrees or more, 45 degrees
or more, 60 degrees or more, 105 degrees or more, 135
degrees or more, or even about 180 degrees or less).
The fluid barrier may be a seal that prevents fluid from
passing axially around a portion of the endoscope. The
fluid barrier may prevent passage of irrigation fluid, suc-
tion, or both between a distal end and a proximal end of
the surface, the tube, the sheath, or a combination there-
of. The fluid barrier may be located adjacent to a channel,
a conduit, a lumen, or a combination thereof. The fluid
barrier may only be created when the endoscope is ec-
centrically located within the tube of the sheath. The po-
sitioning devices may move the endoscope so that an
arc length of the endoscope is in contact with the tube of
the sheath (e.g., barrier portion). The arc length of the
endoscope in contact with the tube of the sheath may be
about 30 degrees or more, about 45 degrees or more,
about 60 degrees or more, about 75 degrees or more,
about 90 degrees or more, or even about 105 degrees
or more. The arc length of the endoscope in contact with
the tube of the sheath may be about 180 degrees or less,
about 165 degrees or less, or about 135 degrees or less.
The arc length may form a cradle that wraps around and
retains an endoscope within a portion of the tube and/or
sheath. The cradle may be a circular portion and/or cir-
cular segment. The cradle may be connected to an op-
posing cradle by two straight segments (i.e., tangent seg-
ments, oblique segments, or both). The cradle may be
part of an obround tube. The cradle may have an arc
length as is discussed herein. The cradle may extend
from about 30 degrees to about 180 degrees and pref-
erably from about 60 degrees to about 180 degrees. The
one or more positioning devices may be a unitary part,
a non-unitary part, or both that positions the endoscope
within the tube of the sheath.
[0038] The positioning devices may be an integral part,
a unitary part, a non-unitary part, or a combination thereof
of the sheath. The positioning devices may be added to
the sheath, the tube, or both (i.e., non-unitary). The po-
sitioning devices may be a non-welded piece, non-sol-
dered piece, or both that is added to the sheath, the tube,
or both. The positioning devices may be an added piece
of material that is connected to the sheath, the tube, or
both. The positioning devices may be added without
heating the positioning devices, the tube, the sheath, or
a combination thereof (i.e., liquefying material or adding
molten material). The positioning devices may be con-
nected to the sheath, the tube of the sheath, or both by
one or more fasteners. The positioning devices may be
connected to the tube, the sheath, or both by an adhesive,
a threaded connection, a rivet like connection, a friction

fit, a mating member that extends through the tube and/or
sheath, or a combination thereof. The positioning devices
may form a connection so that the positioning features
extend out from an inside wall of the tube and/or sheath
and form a substantially flush connection with an outside
wall of the tube.
[0039] The one or more positioning devices may be a
formed part of the sheath, the tube, or both such that no
additional material is added (i.e., unitary). The one or
more positioning devices may be a portion that is dented,
formed, crushed, pressed, molded, or a combination
thereof. The one or more positioning devices may be
created by cutting a portion of the sheath, the tube, or
both and repositioning the piece of cut material (e.g., a
crimp). The sheath may be formed so that the sheath
includes one or more positioning devices. The sheath
may include a plurality of positioning devices. The posi-
tioning devices may be located on an inner wall, an outer
wall, be part of the wall, extend through the wall, or a
combination thereof of the sheath and/or tube.
[0040] The sheath may include one more sets and/or
groups of positioning devices. Preferably, the sheath in-
cludes two or more sets and/or groups of positioning de-
vices. More preferably, each of the two or more sets
and/or groups of positioning devices include two or more
positioning devices. For example, one set of two or more
positioning devices may be located in the distal end re-
gion (i.e., last 10 percent of the sheath) and another set
of two or more positioning devices may be located be-
tween the distal end region and the proximal end. When
more than one positioning device is present the position-
ing devices may be located at angle relative to each other.
The two or more positioning devices may be equally
spaced apart. For example, if there are two positioning
devices the devices may be 180 degrees apart and there
are three positioning devices the positioning devices may
be 120 degrees apart. The two or more positioning de-
vices may be spaced apart about 15 degrees or more,
about 30 degrees, or more, about 45 degrees or more,
about 60 degrees or more, about 90 degrees or more,
about 120 degrees or more, or even about 150 degrees
or more apart. The two or more positioning devices may
be located about 180 degrees or less or about 160 de-
grees or less apart.
[0041] Each sheath may include one or more
groups/sets, two or more groups/sets, three or more
groups/sets, or even four or more groups/sets of posi-
tioning devices. Each group of sets may include one or
more, two or more, three or more, or even four or more
positioning devices. Each of the groups/sets of position-
ing devices may be aligned along an axis, offset along
an axis, rotationally offset, rotationally aligned, coplanar,
non-coplanar, or a combination thereof relative to anoth-
er group/set of positioning devices. Preferably, each
group/set of positioning devices may be substantially the
same distance from the distal end, the proximal end, or
both. Each of the groups/sets of positioning devices may
be aligned along an axis, offset along an axis, rotationally
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offset, rotationally aligned or a combination thereof within
a group. The positioning devices may be a circular por-
tion, a circular segment, a dimple, a pin, a crimp, an end
stop, a tangent portion, a tangent segment (or line), an
oblique portion, an oblique segment (or line), or a com-
bination thereof.
[0042] The one or more dimples may function to posi-
tion an endoscope within a sheath, a tube of the sheath,
or both. The one or more dimples may function to axially
position the endoscope within the sheath (e.g., form an
axial stop). The one or more dimples may function as a
distal end stop, a locator, an axial locator, a cross-sec-
tional locator (e.g., shift the sheath within the cross-sec-
tion of the sheath), or a combination thereof. For exam-
ple, the one or more dimples may be used to create an
annular gap, an offset gap, or both. The one or more
dimples may contact a point of the endoscope along the
length of the endoscope. The one or more dimples may
function to position the endoscope within the sheath so
that a conduit, channel, lumen, space, or a combination
thereof is created along all or a portion of the longitudinal
axis of the endoscope, sheath, or both. The one or more
dimples may create a space, a conduit, a lumen, a chan-
nel, or a combination thereof between a wall of the sheath
and the endoscope. The one or more dimples may be a
portion of the wall of the sheath that extends inward (e.g.,
towards a center of the sheath). The one or more dimples
may be generally round, square, oval, triangular, round-
ed, have a flat surface, have a rounded surface, be hem-
ispherical, or a combination thereof. The one or more
dimples may be an indentation and/or deformation in the
side of the sheath, the tube, or both without adding ma-
terial, without removing material, without relocating ma-
terial, or a combination thereof. The one or more dimples
may be located on opposing sides of the tube. The one
or more dimples may be radially spaced apart, axially
spaced apart, longitudinally spaced apart, or a combina-
tion thereof. The one or more dimples may be located
along the length. For example, the tube may include dim-
ples that are spaced apart from the proximal end to the
distal end so that the endoscope and sheath are fully
supported relative to each other along their respective
lengths. If more than one dimple is present the dimples
may be located adjacent, in the same plane, in a line, be
axially spaced apart, radially spaced apart, coplanar,
non-coplanar, or a combination thereof. When more than
one dimple is present the dimples may be in a straight
line relative to the longitudinal axis, perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis, at an angle relative to the longitudinal
axis, or a combination thereof. When more than one dim-
ple is present the dimples may be separated by an angle
of about 180 degrees or less, about 150 degrees or less,
about 120 degrees or less, about 90 degrees or less, or
even about 60 degrees or less. The two or more dimples
may be separated by an angle of about 15 degrees or
more, about 30 degrees or more, or even about 45 de-
grees or more. The sheath may include about 2 or more
dimples, 3 or more dimples, 4 or more dimples, 5 or more

dimples, or even about 6 or more dimples. Two or more
dimples may be located generally within the same plane
and radially spaced apart so that the dimples offset the
endoscope within the sheath (e.g., the center of the en-
doscope and the center of the sheath are not in line). The
one or more dimples may be located on the same side
of the sheath as the port, opposite side of the sheath as
the port, at an angle relative to the port, or a combination
thereof. The one or more dimples may be used in con-
junction with one or more tangent segments, one or more
oblique segments, one or more pins, one or more crimps,
one or more end stops, or a combination thereof.
[0043] The one or more pins may function to bolster
the distal end of the sheath, the tube, or both. The one
or more pins may function to provide an axial end stop.
The one or more pins may function to provide axial sta-
bility to the endoscope so that that endoscope cannot be
forced in an axial direction. The one or more pins may
be a non-unitary part, a non-integral part, or both that is
added to the sheath, the tube, or both. The one or more
pins may be connected to the tube, the sheath, or both
using one or more of the fasteners discussed herein. The
one or more pins may be connected to the sheath, the
tube, or both without a welded connection. The one or
more pins may connect to the tube, the sheath, or both
so that so that the pins are flush with an outer surface of
the tube, the sheath, or both. When more than one pin
is present the pins may be the same size and/or different
sizes. The cross-sectional length of the pins may be var-
ied. For example, the base may be larger than the tip.
The one or more pins may provide a higher axial stiffness
when compared to a dimple. The one or more pins may
be smaller than a dimple. The one or more pins may be
longer than a dimple (i.e., extend further towards a center
of the tube and/or sheath than a dimple). The one or more
pins may be located at an end of the distal end. For ex-
ample, the pins may be located closer to the end when
compared to a dimple. The one or more pins may have
a portion that provides axial alignment and a portion that
includes radial alignment.
[0044] The one or more pins, one or more crimps, one
or more end stops, or a combination thereof may function
to prevent axial movement of an endoscope within the
sheath, a tube of the sheath, or both. Preferably, the one
or more pins one or more crimps, one or more end stops,
or a combination thereof may prevent axial movement
towards the distal end. The one or more pins, one or
more crimps, one or more end stops, or a combination
thereof may function to create a gap between the sheath
and the endoscope. The one or more pins, one or more
crimps, one or more end stops, or a combination thereof
may offset the endoscope within the sheath so that the
gap is located around a portion of the endoscope (i.e.,
the gap is not an annular gap). The one or more pins,
one or more end stops, or both may be added to the
sheath and the pins may extend towards a center of the
endoscope.
[0045] The one or more crimps may be material that
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is cut and folded. The one or more crimps may function
to be an axial end stop. The one or more crimps may
function to position an endoscope within the sheath, the
tube, or both. The one or more crimps may be bent from
a terminal end inwards and extend in the direction of the
longitudinal axis. The one or more crimps may extend
from the terminal end and may be angled towards a cent-
er of the sheath, the tube, or both. For example, an end
of the crimp may be folded sideways inwards so that the
crimp points towards an opposing wall and/or opposing
crimp. The one or more crimps may be added material
that is shaped to create an axial stop, to locate the en-
doscope within the sheath, or both. The one or more end
stops may be material that is welded, adhered, soldered,
brazed, or a combination thereof to the end of the sheath,
or a combination thereof. When more than one pin, one
or more crimps, one or more end stops, or a combination
thereof is present the length may be varied, the same,
or both. The pins, one or more crimps, one or more end
stops, or a combination thereof may maintain the endo-
scope a distance from the distal edge of the endoscope.
The one or more pins may be used in conjunction with
one or more dimples, one or more crimps, or both.
[0046] The one or more tangent segments may func-
tion to decrease the size, diameter, arc length, or a com-
bination thereof of the sheath at one or more locations.
The one or more tangent segments may function to cre-
ate a cross-sectional area of the sheath that is smaller
than the endoscope , a cross-sectional area greater than
the endoscope, or both so that the endoscope is posi-
tioned at an offset within the sheath. The one or more
tangent segments may function to create a space, a lu-
men, a channel, an opening, a gap, or a combination
thereof so that a functional device, irrigation fluid, suction,
debris, or a combination thereof may pass through the
sheath. The one or more tangent portions, tangent seg-
ments, or both may create a sheath with a cross-sectional
shape that is non-circular, oblong, egg shaped, oval, el-
lipse, obround, or a combination thereof. The one or more
tangent segments may include a point of contact with the
endoscope when viewed in the cross-section. The one
or more tangent segments may be generally planar. The
one or more tangent portions may be a line and/or seg-
ment when viewed in the cross-section. The one or more
tangent segments may extend at an angle relative to the
perimeter (i.e., outside) of the endoscope when viewed
in the cross-section. When more than one tangent lines
are used the tangent lines may diverge on one end and
converge on the other end. When two or more tangent
lines are used any angle is formed between the tangent
lines so that a channel, lumen, space, opening, conduit,
gap, or a combination thereof are formed. The angle of
the tangent portion may be about 15 degrees or more,
about 30 degrees or more, about 45 degrees or more, or
about 60 degrees or more relative to a plane that bisects
the sheath. The angle of the tangent portion may be about
160 degrees or less, about 125 degrees or less, or even
about 105 degrees or less relative to a plane that bisects

the sheath. For example, the tangent segments extend
at an angle relative to a plane that bisects the sheath
along its longitude when viewed in the cross-section. The
one or more tangent segments may be a tangent line or
tangent plane that extends along all or a portion of the
sheath.
[0047] The tangent portion may function to run the
length of the sheath and form a tangent segment when
viewed in the cross-section. The tangent portion may be
a plane that extend along all or a portion of the length of
the sheath. The tangent portion may include a top portion
and a bottom portion where an angle and/or shape of the
tube changes. The tangent portion may include a change
in shape between the tangent portion and the circular
portion, between the circular segment and the tangent
segment, or both. For example, a crease may be formed
in the sheath and the crease may be one or more edges
of the tangent portion. The tangent portion may have a
pair of opposing edges that are generally parallel and a
part of the sheath between the edges forms a line of
contact with the endoscope so that the endoscope is shift-
ed, positioned, moved, aligned, or a combination thereof
within the sheath.
[0048] The tangent portion may include one or more
tangent segments. The tangent portions are a part of the
tube of the sheath when the sheath is viewed and dis-
cussed herein in three dimensions and the tangent seg-
ments and/or tangent lines are a part of the tube of the
sheath when viewed and discussed herein as two dimen-
sional (i.e., viewed in the cross-section). The tangent por-
tion may include one or more tangent segments that align
an endoscope with a sheath. The tangent portion may
function to align an endoscope within a sheath. The tan-
gent portion may function to locate an endoscope along
a top, bottom, left, or right side of the sheath. The tangent
portion may locate the endoscope so that a center of the
endoscope and the center of the sheath are offset. The
tangent portion may be shaped so that the sheath has
an oblong shape, is non-circular, one or more flat walls,
one or more linear walls, one or more walls with a single
point (or line) of contact with an endoscope, or a combi-
nation thereof. The tangent portion may assist in forming
a lumen, a channel, a conduit, or a combination thereof
within the sheath, between the sheath and the endo-
scope, or both. The tangent portion may have two or more
tangent segments that extend at an angle relative to each
other. The tangent segments may include one or more
circular segments, one or more tangent segments, or
both.
[0049] The one or more tangent segments may func-
tion to extend between a first end and a second end so
that a conduit, lumen, channel, a gap, or a combination
thereof is created within the sheath. The one or more
tangent segments as discussed herein, unless otherwise
stated, are discussed in a cross-section, but are part of
a larger portion that extends partially or fully along a
length of the sheath. The one or more tangent segments
may function to align the endoscope within the sheath.
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The one or more tangent segments may contact the en-
doscope at a point so that the endoscope is shifted within
the sheath. Preferably, the sheath includes two tangent
segments that angle towards each other on one end and
diverge away from each other on a second end. The one
or more tangent segments may be generally planar, lin-
ear, or both. The one or more tangent segments may be
concave, convex, include a concave portion, a convex
portion, or a combination thereof. The one or more tan-
gent segments may directly connect. For example, the
sheath may not include a circular segment and the tan-
gent segments may connection together forming a tube
with a conduit, lumen, channel, gap, or a combination
thereof. The tangent segments may be free of a connec-
tion with a circular segment. The one or more tangent
segments may connect two opposing circular segments.
The one or more tangent segments may have a tangent
point with each of the one or more circular segments.
The one or more tangent segments may have a tangent
point with both the endoscope and the circular segments.
The one or more tangent segments may extend between
a circular portion and a circular segment.
[0050] The one or more circular segments may be con-
nected to a tangent segment on one or both sides, a
oblique segment on one or both sides, or both. The cir-
cular segments as discussed herein, unless otherwise
stated, are discussed in the cross-section, but are a part
of a larger portion that extends partially or fully along a
length of the sheath. The circular segment may have a
radius that is substantially the same as the radius of the
endoscope (i.e., slightly larger so that the endoscope fits
within the sheath). The circular segment may have a ra-
dius that is greater than the radius of the endoscope.
Preferably, at least one circular segment has a radius
that is less than the radius of the endoscope so that the
tangent segments diverge and contact the endoscope
and a channel, a lumen, a conduit, gap, or a combination
thereof is formed between the circular segment and the
endoscope. More preferably, at least one of the circular
segments has a radius that is greater than the radius of
the endoscope and at least one of the circular segments
has a radius that is less than the radius of the endoscope.
The one or more circular segments may have a center
that aligns with a center of the endoscope. Preferably,
the center of the endoscope and the center of the circular
segments are offset so that the endoscope is shifted to
one side and/or end of the tube. The one or more circular
segments may be a continuous arc, have a plurality of
linear portions that are connected together in an arcuate
pattern, or both. The one or more circular segments may
function to connect to two segments that generally face
in the same direction. The one or more circular segments
may have two ends that generally point in the same di-
rection. The one or more circular segments may have a
first end and a second end that are about 180 degrees
or more from each other. The first end and the second
end may be located about 90 degrees or more apart,
preferably about 105 degrees or more apart, more pref-

erably about 125 degrees or more apart, even more pref-
erably about 160 degrees or more apart, and most pref-
erably about 175 degrees or more apart. The one or more
circular segments may form an end piece. The one or
more circular segments may include two 90 degree por-
tions. For example, the circular segment may be gener-
ally square in shape or include a square shaped portion
and circle around so that both ends face the same direc-
tion. The circular segment may be triangular in shape or
include a triangular shaped portion. The circular seg-
ments may be tangent to one or more tangent segments,
one or more oblique segments, or both. The circular seg-
ments may be part of the tangent portion, the circular
portion, or preferably both.
[0051] The one or more circular portions may include
one or more circular segments. The one or more circular
portions may function to receive all or a portion of an
endoscope. The one or more circular portions may be
located opposite the tangent portion, connected to the
tangent portion, or both. The one or more circular portions
may be the larger side and/or end of the sheath when
compared to the tangent portion. The one or more circular
portions may be any portion with a radius, an arc length,
or both. The one or more circular portions may include
one or more circular segments as discussed herein. The
one or more circular portions may generally mirror the
shape of the endoscope. The one or more circular por-
tions may terminate at the tangent portions, at the tangent
segments, oblique segments, oblique portions, or a com-
bination thereof. The circular portion may have a length
that is substantially equal to the length of the tangent
portion. For example, the perimeter of the cross-section
of the sheath may be equally divided between the circular
portion and the tangent portion. The one or more circular
portions may be connected to one or more oblique seg-
ments, one or more tangent segments, or both. The one
or more oblique segments may be part of an oblique por-
tion that may extend all or a portion of a length of the
sheath.
[0052] An oblique portion may extend from a first end
towards a second end of the tube and/or sheath. The one
or more oblique portions may terminate before the ob-
lique portions reach a second end of the tube and/or
sheath. The one or more oblique portions may function
to create a planar portion (i.e., a oblique segment) along
a perimeter of the sheath when the sheath is viewed in
the cross section. As discussed herein oblique portion is
three dimensional and oblique segment and/or line is two
dimensional (i.e., a cross-section). The one or more ob-
lique portions may function to laterally displace, radially
displace, circumferentially displace, or a combination
thereof the endoscope within the sheath. Preferably, the
oblique portions do not extend from one end to the sec-
ond end e.g., a distal end to a proximal end). More pref-
erably, the oblique portions extend to one end of the
sheath only. The oblique portions may terminate before
the oblique portions reach one or both ends. The oblique
portions may at least partially helically rotate as the ob-
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lique lines longitudinally extend along the length of the
sheath. The oblique portions may partially or fully rotate
about the sheath, partially or fully helically wrap the
sheath, or both. The oblique portions may wrap about 5
degrees or more, about 10 degrees or more, about 15
degrees or more around the sheath. The oblique portions
may wrap about 180 degrees or less, about 135 degrees
or less, about 105 degrees or less, about 90 degrees or
less, or even about 60 degrees or less of the sheath. If
more than one oblique portion is present, one oblique
portion may be straight and one oblique portion may ex-
tend at an angle. The one or more oblique portions may
include two edges and one edge may extend parallel
straight between the distal end and the proximal end and
the second edge may extend at an angle relative to the
first edge as the second edge extends from the distal end
towards the proximal end. The oblique portions may be
located at the distal end only, in a distal end region, or
both. The one or more oblique portions may be located
on opposing sides of the sheath. All or a portion of the
oblique portion may be tangent to an endoscope, a cir-
cular portion of the tube, or both when viewed in the cross-
section. The oblique portion when viewed in the cross
section may have one or more tangent segments, tan-
gent lines, or both. Two or more oblique portions may be
located on each side so that two or more oblique seg-
ments are formed.
[0053] The oblique segments may function to create a
part of the sheath that contacts the endoscope so that
the endoscope is shifted to one side of the sheath. The
oblique segments as discussed herein, unless otherwise
stated, are discussed in the cross-section, but are a part
of a larger line that extends partially or fully along a length
of the sheath. The oblique segments may function to cre-
ate a channel, a lumen, a conduit, a gap, or a combination
thereof at one end of a sheath and be substantially free
of a defined channel, lumen, conduit, a gap, or a combi-
nation thereof at a second end (i.e., formed from a non-
circular portion). The oblique segments may function to
shape the sheath so that the sheath has a non-circular
shape, is oblong, oval, elliptical, egg shaped, obround,
or a combination thereof. The oblique segments may
gradually shorten in length so that as cross-sections are
taken from the distal end towards the proximal end. The
oblique segments may terminate before the proximal end
so that a cross-section taken proximate to the proximal
end will be free of oblique segments. The oblique seg-
ments may be generally planar, linear, straight, flat, be
concave, be convex, or a combination thereof. The ob-
lique segments may be tangent to the circular portions,
the circular segments, the endoscope, or a combination
thereof. The oblique segments may connect two circular
segments together. The oblique segments may result in
one end of the sheath being circular and one end of the
sheath being non-circular (e.g., oblong).
[0054] A perimeter of the circular end and the non-cir-
cular end may be equal. A perimeter of the distal end and
the proximal end may be equal. A cross-sectional length

of the largest portion of the non-circular end may be the
same as or greater than the cross sectional length of the
largest portion of the circular end. The cross-sectional
area of the circular end may be the same as the cross-
sectional area of the non-circular end. The cross-section-
al area of the distal end may be the same as the cross-
sectional area of the proximal end. The area of the non-
circular end may be greater than the area of the circular
cross-sectional end. The area of the non-circular end
may be sufficiently large so that a conduit, channel, lu-
men, or a combination thereof is created that may transfer
irrigation fluid, suction, a functional device, or a combi-
nation thereof. The area of the non-circular end may func-
tion to transport items moved into the sheath through the
port.
[0055] The port may function to provide access into
the tube of the sheath. The port may function to provide
a fluid connection, a connection with one or more irriga-
tion sources, a connection with one or more suction
sources, one or more common lines, one or more delivery
lines, or a combination thereof. The port may form a fixed
connection with one or more lines so that suction, irriga-
tion fluid, or both may be provided through the port. The
port may provide direct access to the inside of the tube.
The port may be configured so that one or more functional
elements (e.g., a cutting tool, a cauterizing tool, or both)
may gain access to the inside of the tube of the sheath,
may extend out of the distal end of the sheath, or both.
For example, the port may not be receive items that flow.
The port may be part of a handpiece of the sheath. The
port may be part of the tube, the hub, or both.
[0056] The hub may function to connect the sheath to
the endoscope. The hub may function to seal the sheath
to the endoscope. The hub may surround a portion of the
endoscope. The hub may function to create a fluid seal
with the endoscope so that irrigation fluid, suction, or both
do not leak. The hub may receive a shoulder of the en-
doscope so that the shoulder and the hub form a fluidly
sealed connection. The hub may have a circular cross
section. The hub may taper as it extends towards the
distal end of the sheath. The hub may be large enough
to receive all or a portion of the endoscope. The hub may
partially extend around the endoscope, fully extend
around the endoscope, or a combination of both. The
hub may have a thicker section that connects to the tube.
The hub may be fastened to the tube. The hub may be
connected to the tube by a mechanical fastener such as
threads, a snap, a one way connection system, a series
of ribs, or a combination thereof. The hub may connect
to the tube by one or more adhesives. The hub may in-
clude a collar, an arm, or both that receive all or a portion
of the endoscope.
[0057] The collar may be an integral part of the hub.
The collar may function to axially align, rotationally align,
or both the endoscope and the sheath. The collar may
form a majority of the hub (e.g., 50 percent or more, 60
percent or more, or 70 percent or more). The collar may
function to prevent rotational movement. The collar may
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function to prevent axial movement. The collar may func-
tion to receive all or a portion of the endoscope. The collar
may function to receive a light post of the endoscope.
The collar may surround the light post. The collar may
extend partially around the light post. The collar and/or
a region proximate to the collar may include one or more
spacers.
[0058] The one or more spacers may function to axially
align the endoscope within the sheath. The one or more
spacers may contact a shoulder of the endoscope and
align the endoscope within the sheath. The spacer may
contact an endoscope so that the endoscope is axially
aligned within the tube. The one or more spacers may
be optional. The spacer may be located proximate to one
or more O-rings.
[0059] The one or more O-rings may function to form
a seal between the sheath and a tube of the endoscope.
The one or more O-rings may function to prevent fluid
from traveling towards the proximal end of the endo-
scope. The one or more O-rings may function to create
a seal. The one or more O-rings may be located within
the hub, proximate to a collar of the hub, or both. The
one or more O-rings may be made of any material that
forms a seal. The one or more O-rings may create a cir-
cumferential seal, a thrust seal, or both. The one or more
O-rings may be axially compressed, radially com-
pressed, radially expanded, or a combination thereof.
The one or more O-rings may include one or more
through holes. The one or more O-rings may elastically
deform. The one or more O-rings may be made of an
elastomer, include elastic, include rubber, include a de-
formable material, include a deformation region, or a
combination thereof. The one or more O-rings may be
located proximate to a locking ring.
[0060] The one or more locking rings may lock the O-
ring to the sheath, the endoscope, or both. The one or
more locking rings may function to lock two or more com-
ponents together. The one or more locking rings may
include a through hole so that the endoscope extends
through the tube and the locking ring.
[0061] A through hole may extend from a proximal end
to a distal end of the sheath. A through hole may be suf-
ficiently large so that the endoscope and fluid (e.g., irri-
gation fluid, suction, or both) may pass from the distal
end to the proximal end of the sheath. The tube may
include one or more through holes in the sheath. The
through hole in the tube may open directly to a point of
interest, an internal location of a patient, or both. The
through hole may include one or more flow directors.
[0062] Figure 1A illustrates a top view of sheath 90 for
use with an endoscope cleaner system (not shown). The
sheath 90 includes a distal end 92 and a proximal end
94. A tube 96 and hub 98 extend between the distal end
92 and the proximal end 94. The hub 98 includes a port
106 for receiving suction, an irrigation fluid, or both. The
hub 98 as shown has a collar 100 that includes an optional
socket 102 for receiving a light post 72 (not shown) of a
corresponding device (not shown) and the socket 102

includes an undercut 104 for forming a connection with
the corresponding device.
[0063] Figure 1B illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 from the proximal end 94. The port 106 is shown ex-
tending from the hub 98 and a through hole 152 is shown
extending through the tube 96 and hub 98. The socket
102 is illustrated extending through the hub 98 towards
the port 106.
[0064] Figure 1C illustrates a view of the sheath 90
from the distal end 92. A through hole 152 is shown ex-
tending through the sheath 90.
[0065] Figure 2 illustrates a cross sectional view of the
sheath 90 of Figure 1A cut along lines A-A of Figure 1C.
The sheath 90 includes a tube 96 connected to a hub 98.
The hub 98 includes a spacer 128 between an end of the
tube 96 and a mating surface of the hub 98. An O-ring
130 is located in the hub proximate to a locking ring 132
for creating connection between the hub 98 and an en-
doscope (not shown). The tube 96 includes a dimple 134
along the longitudinal axis of the tube 90.
[0066] Figure 3A illustrates an endoscope 60 extend-
ing into a sheath 90. The endoscope 60 includes a prox-
imal end 64 including a visual port 74. The visual port 74
allows a user to view locations of interest located within
the viewing cone 78 at the distal end 62 of the endoscope
60. The endoscope 60 includes a distal end 62 that ex-
tends to a distal end 92 of a sheath 90. The tube 96 of
the sheath 90 includes a dimple 134 along its longitudinal
axis that locates the endoscope 60 within the sheath 90.
The sheath 90 includes a tube 96 extending from a distal
end 92 to a hub 98. The hub 98 includes a port 106 for
receiving suction, an irrigation fluid, or both. The hub 98
terminates at a proximal end 94 that receives a shoulder
70 and a light post 72 of the endoscope 60.
[0067] Figure 3B illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 and endoscope 60 from a distal end 62, 92 respec-
tively. The visual port 74 and light post 72 of the endo-
scope 60 extend outward from the endoscope 60.
[0068] Figure 4A illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90 including a tangent portion 144 that extend
from the distal end 92 to the proximal end 94 so that a
non-circular perimeter is formed along the longitudinal
axis of the sheath 90.
[0069] Figure 4B illustrates a distal end 92 view of the
sheath 90. The distal end 92 of the sheath 90 has an
oblong opening 120. The oblong opening 120 includes
a circular portion 142 and a tangent portion 144. The
tangent portion 144 includes two tangent segments 146
that are linear and a circular segment 145. The circular
portion 142 and the tangent portion 144 are connected
by the tangent segments 146. As illustrated, the circular
portion 142 includes a diameter (D) and the tangent por-
tion 144 includes a diameter (d) which is less than the
diameter (D).
[0070] Figure 5A illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90 having oblique portions 182 that extend from
the distal end 92 towards the proximal end 94 but the
oblique portions 182 do not extend to the proximal end
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94. The oblique portions 182 as illustrated partially heli-
cally wrap the sheath 90 as the oblique portions 182 ex-
tend from the distal end 92 to the proximal end 94 so that
opposing edges of the oblique portions 182 converge
and terminate.
[0071] Figure 5B illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 from the distal end 92. The distal end 92 of the sheath
90 has an oblong shaped opening 120. The oblong open-
ing 120 includes an oblique portion 182 having oblique
segments 184 that are generally linear and connect the
oblique portion 182 to a circular portion 142. The oblique
portion 182 has oblique segments 184 that are also tan-
gent segments 146, which are tangent to both the circular
segment 145 of the circular portion 142 and the circular
segment of the oblique portion 182.
[0072] Figure 5C illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 from the proximal end 94. The proximal end is gen-
erally circular and is free of the oblique segments. The
distal end 92 and the proximal end 94 (shown in Figures
5A and 5B) have a perimeter that are substantially equal.
[0073] Figure 6A illustrates a perspective view of a tube
96 of the sheath 90. The tube 96 is oblong shaped 120
(i.e., obround) including two circular portions 142 that are
connected by two tangent portions 144.
[0074] Figure 6B illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 of Figure 6A. The sheath 90 has an oblong shape 120
(i.e., obround) with two opposing circular segments 145
that are connected together by tangent segments 146
when shown in the end view (i.e., a cross-sectional view).
The two opposing circular segments 145 are cradles that
form the obround shape.
[0075] Figure 6C illustrates an end view of a sheath
90, including two opposing circular segments 145 that
are connected together by tangent lines 147. One of the
circular segments 145 includes a dimple 134 that offsets
the endoscope 60 within the sheath 90. The endoscope
60 contacts the tangent lines 147 at a contact location
223, which is also a location where the tangents seg-
ments 146 are tangent to the endoscope 60. Each of the
tangent segments 146 are also tangent with each of the
circular segments 145.
[0076] Figure 7 illustrates a sheath 90 including a tan-
gent segment 146 connected to a circular portion 142.
An outer wall of the endoscope 60 is in contact with the
circular portion 142 along it perimeter and the endoscope
60 is in contact with tangent portions 146 of the circular
portion 142 at contact locations 223. The vertical tangent
portions 146 are tangent to the endoscope 60 and are
contiguous with the circular portion 142.
[0077] Figure 8 illustrates a sheath 90 including four
tangent segments 146 forming a generally square perim-
eter. The endoscope 60 is in contact at a point with each
of the tangent lines 147 forming gaps 222 past the en-
doscope 60.
[0078] Figure 9A illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90. The sheath includes a plurality of positioning
devices 220. The positioning devices 220 are configures
as dimples 134 with a set of three dimples located at the

distal end 92 and a set of three dimples 134 at a location
proximal of the distal end 92.
[0079] Figure 9B illustrates a side view of the sheath
90 of Figure 9A. The sheath 90 has a first set of dimples
134 at the distal end and a second set of dimples 134
located on the proximal side of the first set so that the
endoscope (not shown) forms an annular gap along its
length.
[0080] Figure 9C illustrates an end view of the distal
end 92 of the sheath 90 of Figure 9A. The sheath 90
includes a three positioning devices 220 that are config-
ured as dimples 134 equally spaced so that when an
endoscope (not shown) is placed in the sheath 90 an
equally sized annular gap is created around the endo-
scope.
[0081] Figure 10A illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90 having two sets of positioning devices 220.
The first set of positioning devices 220 is located at the
distal end 92 and is a set of pins 224 that create a distal
end stop for an endoscope (not shown). The second set
of positioning devices 220 which are located towards the
proximal end relative to the first set of positioning devices
220 are configures as a plurality of dimples 134 that are
located around the inside of the sheath 90.
[0082] Figure 10B illustrates the sheath 90 from the
distal end 92. The pins 224 are offset from the dimples
134 and the dimples 134 are equally spaced apart around
the sheath 90.
[0083] Figure 10C illustrates a view of the sheath 90
from a proximal end looking along line 10C-10C towards
the distal end. The sheath 90 includes an endoscope 60
that is in contact with the pins 224 located on opposing
sides of the sheath 90 so that the endoscope 60 is pre-
vented from moving axially towards the distal end. The
sheath 90 includes three dimples 134 that are spaced
apart forming a gap 222 that is annular round the outside
of the endoscope 60.
[0084] Figure 11A illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90 having an opening 93 at the end of the sheath
90 (i.e., a 0 degree sheath). The sheath 90 includes two
sets of positioning devices 220. The first set of positioning
devices 220 are crimps 226 that are located at the distal
end 92. The second set of positioning devices 220 are
dimples 134 that are located proximal of the distal end 92.
[0085] Figure 11B illustrates a view of the distal end
92 of the sheath 90. The sheath 90 includes a pair of
opposing crimps 226 that prevent an endoscope (not
shown) from extending out the distal end of the sheath
90. The sheath 90 also includes dimples 134 spaced
around the sheath 90 and rotationally offset from the
crimps 226 so that the endoscope (not shown) is posi-
tioned within the sheath 90.
[0086] Figure 11C illustrates a perspective view of a
sheath 90 including two sets of positioning devices 220.
A first set of positioning devices 220 are configured as
crimps 226 at the distal end 92 with the crimps 226 ex-
tending inward towards each other within the opening 93
of the sheath 90. A second set of positioning devices 220
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are located proximal of the first set of positioning devices
220 and the second set are configured as dimples 134
for that are equally spaced apart around a circumference
of the cylindrical sheath 90.
[0087] Figure 12A illustrates an angled sheath 90 hav-
ing an opening 93 on the side of the sheath 90 (i.e., a 70
degree sheath). The angled sheath 90 includes a posi-
tioning device 220 that is an end stop 228 and prevents
movement of an endoscope (not shown) within the
sheath towards the distal end 92. The angled sheath 90
further includes positioning devices 220 that are config-
ured as dimples 134. The dimples 134 as shown are lo-
cated on a single side of the sheath 90 and locate the
endoscope (not shown) so that the endoscope is posi-
tioned against one side of the sheath 90 preventing the
flow of fluid through a portion of the sheath 90 and moving
the fluid so that all of the fluid moves through a portion
of the sheath 90 positioned relative to the dimples 134.
[0088] Figure 12B illustrates a top view of a sheath 90.
The opening 93 is in the side of the sheath 90 and ter-
minates at an end stop 228 that prevents an endoscope
(not shown) from moving axially towards a distal end. A
pair of dimples 134 are spaced apart and located on the
side of the sheath 90 relative to the opening 93 so that
fluid during an application cycle is moved across the en-
doscope cleaning its lens, imaging device, or both.
[0089] Figure 12C illustrates an end view of the sheath
90 of Figure 12C including an endoscope 60 extending
through the sheath 90. The endoscope 60 is in contact
with an end stop 228, visible through a gap 222 and is
shown in transparent, so that the contact location 223
between the endoscope 60 and the sheath 90 are in con-
tact. The dimples 134 moves the endoscope 60 in the
direction 250 so that a gap 222 is created between the
endoscope 60 and a sheath 90 on a top side of the sheath
90 so that fluid can flow through gap 22, and a contact
location 223 is formed between the endoscope 60 and
the sheath 90 so that fluid flow is prevented.
[0090] Figure 13 illustrates an endoscope cleaning
system 2. The endoscope cleaning system 2 includes an
irrigation source 4 connected to an irrigation line 6 that
is connected to a control module 30 that includes a pump
14 for controlling flow of irrigation fluid between the irri-
gation source 4 and a sheath 90. The control module 30
includes a power source 20 and a controller and/or mi-
croprocessor (not shown) that is in communication with
a user interface 31 for controlling the control module 30.
The system 2 includes a suction source 10 that is con-
nected to the control module 30. The control module 30
includes a valve 8 in the suction line that is connected to
a sheath 90, which receives a portion of an endoscope.
The valve 8 for controls suction between the suction
source 10 and the sheath 90 so that suction may be
turned off during all or portion of the application cycle of
the irrigation fluid. The irrigation line 6 and the suction
line 12 are connected together at a common fitting 16
that connects the irrigation line 6 and the suction line 12
to a common line 18/delivery line 42 for supplying a fluid

or suction to the sheath 90 for cleaning an endoscope
(not shown).
[0091] Figure 14 illustrates a control module 30 that
includes a pump 14, a power source 20, a user interface
31, and one or more valves 8. The irrigation source 4 is
gravity fed into the pump 14 and then the pump 14 sends
fluid through the irrigation line 6 to the sheath 90 so that
the sheath 90 washes the endoscope 60. The suction
source 10 is connected to a valve 8 of the control module
30 that controls suction being drawn through the suction
lines 12. Both the irrigation lines 6 and the suction lines
12 are connected to a common fitting 16 and a single
common line 18/delivery line 42 extend from the common
fitting 16 to the sheath 90. The suction line 12 may include
a valve 8 that is a passive check valve to prevent irrigation
fluid from being forced into the suction line.
[0092] Any numerical values recited herein include all
values from the lower value to the upper value in incre-
ments of one unit provided that there is a separation of
at least 2 units between any lower value and any higher
value. As an example, if it is stated that the amount of a
component or a value of a process variable such as, for
example, temperature, pressure, time and the like is, for
example, from 1 to 90, preferably from 20 to 80, more
preferably from 30 to 70, it is intended that values such
as 15 to 85, 22 to 68, 43 to 51, 30 to 32 etc. are expressly
enumerated in this specification. For values which are
less than one, one unit is considered to be 0.0001, 0.001,
0.01 or 0.1 as appropriate. These are only examples of
what is specifically intended and all possible combina-
tions of numerical values between the lowest value and
the highest value enumerated are to be considered to be
expressly stated in this application in a similar manner.
[0093] Unless otherwise stated, all ranges include both
endpoints and all numbers between the endpoints. The
use of "about" or "approximately" in connection with a
range applies to both ends of the range. Thus, "about 20
to 30" is intended to cover "about 20 to about 30", inclu-
sive of at least the specified endpoints.
[0094] The term "consisting essentially of" to describe
a combination shall include the elements, ingredients,
components or steps identified, and such other elements
ingredients, components or steps that do not materially
affect the basic and novel characteristics of the combi-
nation. The use of the terms "comprising" or "including"
to describe combinations of elements, ingredients, com-
ponents or steps herein also contemplates embodiments
that consist essentially of the elements, ingredients, com-
ponents or steps. By use of the term "may" herein, it is
intended that any described attributes that "may" be in-
cluded are optional.
[0095] Plural elements, ingredients, components or
steps can be provided by a single integrated element,
ingredient, component or step. Alternatively, a single in-
tegrated element, ingredient, component or step might
be divided into separate plural elements, ingredients,
components or steps. The disclosure of "a" or "one" to
describe an element, ingredient, component or step is
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not intended to foreclose additional elements, ingredi-
ents, components or steps.
[0096] It is understood that the above description is
intended to be illustrative and not restrictive. Many em-
bodiments as well as many applications besides the ex-
amples provided will be apparent to those of skill in the
art upon reading the above description. The scope of the
teachings should, therefore, be determined not with ref-
erence to the above description, but should instead be
determined with reference to the appended claims. The
omission in the following claims of any aspect of subject
matter that is disclosed herein is not a disclaimer of such
subject matter, nor should it be regarded that the inven-
tors did not consider such subject matter to be part of the
disclosed inventive subject matter.

Claims

1. An endoscope sheath comprising:

a proximal end (94);
a distal end (92) having a distal end region;
a surface extending between and connecting
the proximal end (94) and the distal end (92); and

a plurality of positioning devices (220) located along
the surface;
wherein the endoscope sheath is configured to:

(1) receive all or a portion of an endoscope hav-
ing a cylindrical end and
(2) provide a conduit for communicating fluid be-
tween the proximal (94) end of the endoscope
sheath and the distal end (92) of the endoscope
sheath when the cylindrical end of the endo-
scope is inserted inside the endoscope sheath;
and

wherein the distal end region of the endoscope
sheath includes the plurality of positioning devices
(220) that secure the cylindrical end of the endo-
scope against a portion of an inner wall of the surface
extending between the proximal end (94) and the
distal end (92) so that a fluid barrier is created be-
tween the cylindrical end of the endoscope and the
portion of the inner wall, and
wherein the plurality of positioning devices are two
or more hemispherical dimples (134) that are located
at a first side of the endoscope sheath and configured
to contact the cylindrical end of the endoscope and
move the cylindrical end of the endoscope against
the portion of the inner wall on a second side of the
endoscope sheath;
characterized in that the sheath includes an open-
ing (93) that is in the first side of the endoscope
sheath and terminates at an end stop (228) that pre-
vents movement of the endoscope towards the distal

end of the sheath; and
the opening (93) extends at an angle from a first side
of the endoscope sheath towards a second side of
the endoscope sheath as the opening (93) extends
in a direction from the proximal end (94) towards the
distal end (92) and the positioning devices (134) are
located at the proximal end of the opening (93) so
that the conduit is formed on the first side of the en-
doscope sheath.

2. The endoscope sheath of any of the preceding
claims, wherein the portion of the inner wall is gen-
erally circular and the inner wall has an arc length in
contact with the endoscope of about 30 degrees or
more.

3. The endoscope sheath of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein
the conduit is located proximate to and between the
two spaced apart dimples (134).

4. The endoscope sheath of claim 1, wherein the plu-
rality of positioning features (134) move the endo-
scope from the first side of the endoscope sheath to
the second side of the endoscope sheath that the
conduit is created at the first side so that irrigation
fluid is moved over a viewing lens of the endoscope
and the angle of the opening (93) substantially
matches an angle of the viewing lens.

Patentansprüche

1. Endoskophülle, umfassend:

ein proximales Ende (94);
ein distales Ende (92) mit einem distalen End-
bereich;
eine Oberfläche, die sich zwischen dem proxi-
malen Ende (94) und dem distalen Ende (92)
erstreckt und diese verbindet; und

eine Mehrzahl von Positionierungsvorrichtungen
(220), die entlang der Oberfläche angeordnet sind;
wobei die Endoskophülle dazu konfiguriert ist:

(1) ein Endoskop mit einem zylindrischen Ende
ganz oder teilweise aufzunehmen, und
(2) eine Leitung zum Kommunizieren von Fluid
zwischen dem proximalen (94) Ende der Endo-
skophülle und dem distalen Ende (92) der En-
doskophülle bereitzustellen, wenn das zylindri-
sche Ende des Endoskops in die Endoskophülle
eingeführt wird; und

wobei der distale Endbereich der Endoskophülle die
Mehrzahl von Positionierungsvorrichtungen (220)
enthält, die das zylindrische Ende des Endoskops
an einem Teil einer Innenwand der Oberfläche si-
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chern, der sich zwischen dem proximalen Ende (94)
und dem distalen Ende (92) erstreckt, so dass eine
Flüssigkeitsbarriere zwischen dem zylindrischen
Ende des Endoskops und dem Teil der Innenwand
geschaffen wird, und
wobei die Mehrzahl von Positionierungsvorrichtun-
gen zwei oder mehr halbkugelförmige Vertiefungen
(134) sind, die an einer ersten Seite der Endosko-
phülle angeordnet sind und so konfiguriert sind, dass
sie das zylindrische Ende des Endoskops berühren
und das zylindrische Ende des Endoskops gegen
den Teil der Innenwand auf einer zweiten Seite der
Endoskophülle bewegen;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Hülle eine Öff-
nung (93) aufweist, die sich auf der ersten Seite der
Endoskophülle befindet und an einem Endanschlag
(228) endet, der eine Bewegung des Endoskops
zum distalen Ende der Hülle hin verhindert; und
sich die Öffnung (93) in einem Winkel von einer ers-
ten Seite der Endoskophülle zu einer zweiten Seite
der Endoskophülle erstreckt, während sich die Öff-
nung (93) in einer Richtung vom proximalen Ende
(94) zum distalen Ende (92) erstreckt und die Posi-
tionierungsvorrichtungen (134) am proximalen Ende
der Öffnung (93) angeordnet sind, so dass die Lei-
tung auf der ersten Seite der Endoskophülle ausge-
bildet ist.

2. Endoskophülle nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei der Teil der Innenwand im Allgemei-
nen kreisförmig ist und die Innenwand eine mit dem
Endoskop in Kontakt stehende Bogenlänge von et-
wa 30 Grad oder mehr aufweist.

3. Endoskophülle nach Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2,
wobei sich die Leitung in der Nähe der und zwischen
den beiden voneinander beabstandeten Vertiefun-
gen (134) befindet.

4. Endoskophülle nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Mehr-
zahl von Positionierungsmerkmalen (134) das En-
doskop von der ersten Seite der Endoskophülle zur
zweiten Seite der Endoskophülle bewegen, so dass
die Leitung auf der ersten Seite erzeugt wird, so dass
Spülfluid über eine Betrachtungslinse des Endos-
kops bewegt wird und der Winkel der Öffnung (93)
im Wesentlichen mit einem Winkel der Betrach-
tungslinse übereinstimmt.

Revendications

1. Gaine d’endoscope comprenant :

une extrémité proximale (94) ;
une extrémité distale (92) ayant une zone d’ex-
trémité distale ;
une surface s’étendant entre et reliant l’extrémi-

té proximale (94) et l’extrémité distale (92) ; et
une pluralité de dispositifs de positionnement
(220) situés le long de la surface ;
la gaine d’endoscope étant conçue pour :

(1) recevoir la totalité ou une partie d’un en-
doscope ayant une extrémité cylindrique et
(2) fournir un conduit pour faire communi-
quer du fluide entre l’extrémité proximale
(94) de la gaine d’endoscope et l’extrémité
distale (92) de la gaine d’endoscope lors-
que l’extrémité cylindrique de l’endoscope
est insérée à l’intérieur de la gaine
d’endoscope ; et

la zone d’extrémité distale de la gaine d’endos-
cope comportant la pluralité de dispositifs de po-
sitionnement (220) qui fixent l’extrémité cylindri-
que de l’endoscope contre une partie d’une pa-
roi interne de la surface s’étendant entre l’extré-
mité proximale (94) et l’extrémité distale (92) de
telle sorte qu’une barrière de fluide est créée
entre l’extrémité cylindrique de l’endoscope et
la partie de la paroi interne, et la pluralité de
dispositifs de positionnement étant constituée
d’au moins deux alvéoles hémisphériques (134)
qui sont situées sur un premier côté de la gaine
d’endoscope et sont conçues pour entrer en
contact avec l’extrémité cylindrique de l’endos-
cope et déplacer l’extrémité cylindrique de l’en-
doscope contre la partie de la paroi interne sur
un second côté de la gaine d’endoscope ;
caractérisé en ce que la gaine comporte une
ouverture (93) qui se trouve dans le premier côté
de la gaine d’endoscope et se termine à une
butée d’extrémité (228) qui empêche un mou-
vement de l’endoscope vers l’extrémité distale
de la gaine ; et
l’ouverture (93) s’étend à un angle d’un premier
côté de la gaine d’endoscope vers un second
côté de la gaine d’endoscope alors que l’ouver-
ture (93) s’étend dans une direction de l’extré-
mité proximale (94) vers l’extrémité distale (92)
et que les dispositifs de positionnement (134)
sont situés à l’extrémité proximale de l’ouverture
(93) de telle sorte que le conduit est formé sur
le premier côté de la gaine d’endoscope.

2. Gaine d’endoscope selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans laquelle la partie de
la paroi interne est généralement circulaire et la paroi
interne a une longueur d’arc en contact avec l’en-
doscope d’environ 30 degrés ou plus.

3. Gaine d’endoscope selon la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2, dans laquelle le conduit est situé à
proximité et entre les deux alvéoles espacées (134).
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4. Gaine d’endoscope selon la revendication 1, dans
laquelle la pluralité de caractéristiques de position-
nement (134) déplacent l’endoscope du premier cô-
té de la gaine d’endoscope vers le second côté de
la gaine d’endoscope de telle sorte que le conduit
est créé sur le premier côté de telle sorte que du
fluide d’irrigation est déplacé sur une lentille de vi-
sualisation de l’endoscope et que l’angle de l’ouver-
ture (93) correspond sensiblement à un angle de la
lentille de visualisation.
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