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(54) AN ELECTRIC MULTISYSTEM FOR A RAIL VEHICLE

(57) An electric multisystem on board a rail vehicle
comprises a first connector means (22, 23) configured
to connect either a first connection point (a) of the electric
system to an AC-contact line or a second connection
point (b) of the electric system to a DC-contact line. A
transformer (3) has a primary winding (4) to which the
first connection point (a) is connected. A line converter
(13, 7) is connected to the secondary winding of the trans-
former and has the output connected to a DC-intermedi-
ate link (14, 18). The secondary winding of the transform-

er is divided into two halves (51, 52) connected in series
and a second connector means (70, 71) connects the
second connection point (b) to the secondary winding of
the transformer by connecting the DC voltage to a mid-
point (55) between the two halves (51, 52). A control unit
(19) controls the line converter (13, 7) to together with
the inductor of each half of the secondary winding used
as a step-up chopper inductor acts as a DC to DC-chop-
per for adjusting the level of the DC voltage delivered to
the DC intermediate link (14, 18).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION AND BACK-
GROUND ART

[0001] The present invention relates to an electric mul-
tisystem configured to be arranged on board a rail vehicle
and comprising

• a first connector means configured to one at a time
connect either a first connection point of the electric
system to an AC-contact line or a second connection
point of the electric system to a DC-contact line,

• a transformer comprising a primary winding to which
the first connection point is connected,

• a line converter to which a secondary winding of the
transformer is connected and which has at least one
bridge with two phase-legs connected in parallel be-
tween opposite poles of a DC intermediate link and
having each at least two current valves connected
in series, each said current valve comprising a sem-
iconductor device of turn-off type and a rectifying
member connected in anti-parallel therewith, a mid-
point of each phase-leg dividing the phase-leg in two
identical halves being connected to said secondary
winding of the transformer, and

• a control unit configured to control the current valves
of the line converter by controlling said semiconduc-
tor devices thereof.

[0002] Such electric multisystems are of interest on
board rail vehicles which may be driven both on rail sec-
tions energized by an AC-contact line and those ener-
gized by DC. When passing from one of these types of
rail sections to the other type said connector means will
take care of a change of the electric system to be fed
with another type of electric power, AC or DC, than before
while allowing electric motors for driving the vehicle and
other electric equipment of the vehicle to operate as be-
fore.
[0003] The invention is not restricted to such electric
multisystems for any special type of rail vehicles, but the
rail vehicle may be of any conceivable type. The invention
is neither restricted to any particular levels of the voltage
of the AC-contact line or the DC-contact line through
which the system is fed. "DC-contact line" will in this dis-
closure refer to both the possibility of a third rail contact
line (as in UK) and that of a DC overhead contact line,
such as for instance for a "tram-train".
[0004] Fig. 1 illustrates schematically a possible de-
sign of an electric system of the type defined in the intro-
duction without having a possible connection thereof to
a DC-contact line shown, and the construction of this
known system will now be described for facilitating the
understanding of the present invention. It is shown how
electric power is fed to a rail vehicle 1 from an AC-contact
line 2 and used in the vehicle. The vehicle is configured
to move along the AC-contact line 2, which may for ex-

ample carry a single phase alternating voltage of 15 kV
and 16 2/3 Hz (Sweden) or 25 kV and 50 Hz (Denmark).
The vehicle has a transformer 3 for transforming the volt-
age from the contact line 2 to a suitable level. The trans-
former has here a primary winding 4 and two secondary
windings 5, 6 one of which being connected to a line
converter 7 for delivering a direct voltage of for example
1.5-3 kV, such as 1.65 kV, on the output thereof. This
direct voltage of the DC intermediate link 18 is delivered
to an auxiliary converter 8, which is controlled by a control
unit 9 for generating a train of pulses according to a Pulse
Width Modulation pattern for delivering a three-phase al-
ternating voltage on the output thereof. The output of the
auxiliary converter 8 is connected to a three-phase trans-
former 10 as well as harmonic filters 11 for smoothing
out the alternating voltage delivered by a distribution net-
work 12 to sockets arranged in the rail vehicle, such as
for connection of computers, and to lightening, heating,
and other appliances.
[0005] The other secondary winding 5 of the transform-
er is connected to a line converter 13 configured to deliver
direct voltage on the output thereof to a DC intermediate
link 14 forming the input to a motor converter 15 control-
led by a control unit 16 in a similar way as the control
carried out by the control unit 9 for delivering a three-
phase alternating voltage on the output of the motor con-
verter to motors 17 in the form of electric machines, for
driving the vehicle.
[0006] The electric system shown in Fig.1 is an AC-
system, and there are different options for modifying it to
be a multisystem also allowing feeding of electric power
thereto in the form of such power provided by a DC-con-
tact line. One such option is to design a said connector
means to connect a DC-contact line via a line filter induc-
tor to the DC intermediate link 14 for feeding electric pow-
er to the electric motors driving the vehicle and make a
corresponding connection of the DC-contact line to the
DC intermediate link 18 connected to the auxiliary con-
verter 8. The respective line converter 13, 7 will then be
inactive. This will result in a DC link voltage supplied to
the respective motor and auxiliary converter varying over
a wide range, such as for instance between 500 V and
1 000 V for a DC-contact line with a nominal voltage of
750 V and between 1 000 V and 1 950 V for a DC-contact
line with a nominal voltage of 1 500 V. This is because
the magnitude of the DC voltage delivered to the electric
system of the vehicle will depend upon the present loca-
tion of the vehicle along the contact line and if other rail
vehicles are operating on the same rail section as the rail
vehicle or not.
[0007] Another option is to feed the DC link 14, 18 via
a dedicated DC to DC chopper using a dedicated chopper
inductor when supplied from a DC contact line. This is
known through EP 2 695 763 A2, in which the secondary
winding of the transformer is then used as a line filter
inductor.
[0008] A further option is disclosed in the pamphlet
"High speed dual voltage locomotive" of Ingeteam Trac-
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tion from 09/2008. In this system a DC line voltage may
be connected to one end of the secondary windings, with
the other ends still connected to a phase of the line con-
verter. The secondary windings then act as line filter in-
ductors, with the line current reaching the DC intermedi-
ate link via the diode in the upper part of the line converter
phase leg. If the line converter to which the secondary
winding is connected is switched it may operate as a DC
- DC chopper for obtaining a reduction of the range of
possible levels of the voltage delivered to said DC inter-
mediate link, but as there is no separate line filter capac-
itor and no separate chopper inductor, this will be at the
expense of a chopper frequency line current harmonic.
Also, as the DC-contact line is connected to one end of
the secondary winding of the transformer only one of the
phase-legs of each bridge in the line converter may be
used, since control of the other phase-leg would result
in a short circuit between the DC voltage and earth. This
results in not only a low level of electric power transfer-
rable through the line converter but also a high content
of harmonics due to the low switching frequency possible.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The object of the present invention is to provide
an electric multisystem of the type discusses above being
improved in at least some aspect with respect to such
systems already known.
[0010] This object is according to the invention ob-
tained by providing such an electric multisystem with the
features listed in the characterizing part of appended pat-
ent claim 1.
[0011] By dividing the secondary winding of the trans-
former into two halves connected in series and designing
the second connector means to connect the DC voltage
to the secondary winding by connecting it to a midpoint
of the secondary winding of the transformer between
these two halves, the line converter may be controlled
to, together with the inductance of each half of the sec-
ondary winding used as a step-up chopper inductor, act
as a DC to DC-chopper for adjusting the level of the DC
voltage delivered to the DC intermediate link. This design
enables using both phase-legs of the line converter re-
sulting in a transferrable electric power being twice the
electric power transferrable would the DC voltage be con-
nected to one end of the secondary winding, and the
ripple frequency in the line current will then also be twice
as high resulting in a lower content of harmonics. By the
use of the line converter together with the secondary
winding inductance as a DC to DC-chopper the voltage
delivered on the DC intermediate link may be adjusted
by appropriate control of the line converter, so that the
design and dimensioning of the rest of the electric system
may be optimized for a narrow DC link voltage range,
despite that the DC line voltage supplied to the vehicle
varies in a much wider range, e. g. 500 - 1000 V DC or
1000 V - 1950 V DC. A system for nominal line voltages
of 750 V DC and 25 kV or 15 kV AC may for example in

both AC and DC mode have the line converter regulating
the DC intermediate link to a voltage above the maximum
value achieved without switching the semiconductor
switch of the DC to DC chopper, e. g. 1 800 V DC. A very
similar system may also be used for the same AC line
voltage, but for a DC line voltage with a range reaching
above the regulated DC intermediate link value, e. g.
when the regulated DC link voltage is 1 800 V DC it may
be used for DC lines with a nominal line voltage of 1 500
V DC, i. e. with the range 1 000 - 1 950 V. In this latter
case the line converter operating as DC to DC chopper
will be able to increase and regulate any line voltage be-
low the desired DC link voltage level, e. g. 1 800 V, but
when the line voltage exceeds this level this higher volt-
age will inevitably reach the DC link via the rectifying
members of the upper valves in the phase legs and the
DC link voltage is no longer regulated. In both cases,
however, the narrower DC link voltage range means that
most components of the system can be shared with an
electric system built only for AC line voltage supply, there-
by reducing design, material and production cost. It is
even possible to design a multisystem which can operate
on two different DC line voltages and at least one AC line
voltage, such as 750 V DC tram lines and 1500 V DC
and 25 kV AC main lines in France or 1500 V DC and 25
kV AC lines in France and 3 kV DC and 25 kV AC lines
in Italy, and for each of these contact line voltages will
have a DC intermediate link voltage keeping within a nar-
row range, so that most part of the system may be opti-
mized for this narrow DC link voltage range.
[0012] According to an embodiment of the invention
the electric multisystem comprises means configured to
determine the level of the voltage on the DC intermediate
link when the second connector means connects the mid-
point of the secondary winding of the transformer to the
second connection point, and it comprises means con-
figured to compare the level of this DC intermediate link
voltage with a predetermined level, and the control unit
is configured to control the line converter to deliver a DC
voltage on the DC intermediate link of a level approaching
said predetermined level. "Approaching" is here used for
stating that it is not necessary that the line converter is
controlled so that the level of the DC voltage delivered
to the DC intermediate link is exactly the same as said
predetermined level, but it may for different reasons be
chosen to for instance increase the level from 500 - 1
000 V to 1 650 - 1800 V although the predetermined level
is 1 800 V.
[0013] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion the control unit is configured to control the current
valves of the at least two phase-legs of the line converter
with the aim to cancel out harmonics. This aim will be
addressed by interleaving the PWM patterns in all chop-
per phases. Interleaving means that the different pulses
in different phases connected to the same supply are
synchronised and distributed uniformly in time so that the
total line (or load) current has a current ripple as if the
switching frequency were higher than the actual frequen-
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cy of each phases.
[0014] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion said line converter has two said bridges connected
in parallel to said DC intermediate link, and the trans-
former comprises two said secondary windings each di-
vided into two halves and connected to a said bridge
each of the line converter.
[0015] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion the electric system comprises a motor converter con-
nected to the DC intermediate link and controlled by a
control unit for delivering a three-phase alternating volt-
age on the output thereof to one or several motors in the
form of electric machines for driving the vehicle. The de-
sign of the electric multisystem according to the invention
will ensure that the motor converter will always get a DC
voltage suitable for providing the electric motors with a
desired alternating voltage.
[0016] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion the electric multisystem has two line converters con-
nected to a said DC intermediate link each, and one of
the DC intermediate links may then be connected to an
auxiliary converter connected through a further trans-
former to sockets of a distribution network in the rail ve-
hicle, such as for connection of computers, and to light-
ning, heating, and other appliances as shown in Fig. 1.
However, it is also possible to have the two line convert-
ers connected in parallel to the same DC intermediate
link.
[0017] The invention also relates to a method for con-
trolling an electric multisystem on board a rail vehicle
according to the appended independent method claim.
The advantages of such a method and the embodiment
thereof defined in the dependent method claim appear
clearly from the above discussion of the electric multi-
system of the present invention.
[0018] The invention also relates to a rail vehicle com-
prising an electric multisystem according to the present
invention.
[0019] Further advantages as well as advantageous
features of the invention will appear from the description
following below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] With reference to the appended drawings, be-
low follows a specific description of embodiments of the
invention cited as examples.
[0021] In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a very schematic view illustrating a known
electric system shown for explaining the
present invention,

Fig. 2 is a very schematic view of a circuit diagram of
an electric multisystem according to an embod-
iment of the invention, and

Fig. 3 is a circuit diagram of a part of the electric sys-

tem shown in Fig. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0022] The invention specific features of an electric
multisystem to be arranged on board a rail vehicle ac-
cording to an embodiment of the invention will now be
described while making reference to Figs. 2 and 3 be-
sides Fig. 1. The members of the system shown in Fig.
1 are in Figs. 2 and 3 provided with the same reference
numerals as in Fig. 1. Since the invention is mainly di-
rected to the operation of the system when connected to
a DC-contact line the description will hereinafter be fo-
cused on such operation of the system.
[0023] The DC-contact line 20 has a line inductance
21. Depending on EMC requirements a separate inductor
may be needed to be added to the line inductance, and
a line filter inductor 100 considering this is here indicated.
It is schematically illustrated how a first connector means
22 in the form of a system changeover switch is config-
ured to, one at a time, connect either a first connection
point a of the electric system to an AC-contact line or a
second connection point b of the electric system to a DC-
contact line, in which for these connections to AC and
DC supply the same pantograph 23 is used for both types
of contact lines. It will in practice mostly be required to
have two separate disconnect switches, one for AC and
one for DC, for fulfilling the function here for simplicity
summarised by said first connection means 22 because
the voltages come from separate terminals. A charging
circuit not shown is arranged to charge the capacitor 25
without tripping the feeding supply fuses also not shown.
This capacitor 25 has its main function as a filter compo-
nent. Each line converter 13, 7 has here two bridges 26
of the type shown in Fig. 3 connected in parallel to a
respective DC intermediate link 14, 18. Each such bridge
has two phase-legs 27, 28 connected in parallel between
opposite poles 29, 30 of the DC intermediate link and
each phase-leg has two current valves 31-34 connected
in series. Each current valve has a semiconductor device
35-38 of turn off type, such as an IGBT, and a rectifying
member 39-42, such as a rectifying diode, connected in
anti-parallel therewith. Midpoints 43, 44 of the two phase
legs are connected to different ends of a secondary wind-
ing 80 in common. It is schematically illustrated in Fig. 2
how the transformer 3 for each line converter has two
secondary windings 80, 81 and 82, 83 to be connected
to a bridge each of the respective line converter and that
each such secondary winding is divided into two halves
51-54, 61-64.
[0024] It is shown in Fig. 3 how the DC voltage is con-
nected to a midpoint 55 between the respective two sec-
ondary windings 51, 52. Second connector means for
this are schematically illustrated in Fig. 2 at 70, 71. A
control unit 19 configured to control the current valves
shown in Fig. 3 of the line converter will do this by con-
trolling the semiconductor devices 35-38 thereof, and this
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control unit is when the electric system is connected to
a DC-contact line configured to control the line converter
to together with the inductor of each secondary winding
half 51, 52 used as a step-up chopper inductor act as a
DC to DC-chopper for adjusting the level of the DC volt-
age delivered to the capacitor 72 of the DC intermediate
link 14. It is indicated at 73 how the control unit 19 may
receive information about the actual level of the DC in-
termediate link voltage delivered to the electric system
for considering this level when controlling the bridges of
the line converter 13 as a DC to a DC-chopper for ob-
taining the voltage level desired on the DC intermediate
link 14. This means that if the motor converter 15 and
the motors 17 are designed for a rated voltage of 1 800
VDC and the DC-contact line delivers a DC voltage to
the electric system of only 500 - 900 VDC the control unit
19 may control the line converter 13 to step up the voltage
to 1 800 VDC or a level close thereto.
[0025] By connecting the DC voltage to the midpoint
55 of the secondary winding the current valves of both
phase legs 27, 28 may be controlled with interleaving to
provide the DC intermediate link 14 with electric power
and a ripple frequency being twice as high as would the
DC voltage be connected to one side of the secondary
winding and only one of the phase legs used as chopper,
which results in a lower content of harmonics and also
an electric power transferrable through the line converter
being twice as high.
[0026] The invention is of course not in any way re-
stricted to the embodiments described above, but many
possibilities to modifications thereof would be apparent
to a person with skill in the art without departing from the
scope of the invention as defined in the appended claims.
[0027] The number of line converters of the electric
system may be different than shown, such as 1 or 3. Each
current valve may have a plurality of semiconductor de-
vices connected in series to be controlled as one single
switch. For just mention a couple of possible modifica-
tions.
[0028] It is pointed out that "connect" as used in this
disclosure does not mean that a connection has to be
made without any intermediate parts in the connection
line between two parts connected to each other. Said
second connector means will for instance in practice con-
nect the midpoint of a secondary winding via one or more
parts to the second connection point. But such parts have
been omitted in the figures for the sake of simplicity. The
same applies for example also to the connection of the
charging circuit to the second connection point.

Claims

1. An electric multisystem configured to be arranged
on board a rail vehicle (1) and comprising

• a first connector means (22, 23) configured to
one at a time connect either a first connection

point (a) of the electric system to an AC-contact
line (2) or a second connection point (b) of the
electric system to a DC-contact line (20),
• a transformer (3) comprising a primary winding
(4), to which the first connection point (a) is con-
nected,
• a line converter (7, 13) to which a secondary
winding (5, 6) of the transformer is connected
and which has at least one bridge (26) with two
phase-legs (27, 28) connected in parallel be-
tween opposite poles (29, 30) of a DC interme-
diate link (14, 18) and having each at least two
current valves (31-34) connected in series, each
said current valve comprising a semiconductor
device (35-38) of turn-off type and a rectifying
member (39-42) connected in anti-parallel
therewith, a midpoint (43, 44) of each phase-leg
dividing the phase-leg in two identical halves be-
ing connected to said secondary winding of the
transformer, and
• a control unit (19) configured to control the cur-
rent valves of the line converter (7, 13) by con-
trolling said semiconductor devices thereof,

in which a second connector means (70, 71) is con-
figured to connect said secondary winding (5, 6) of
the transformer (3) to the second connection point (b)
characterized in that the secondary winding of the
transformer is divided into two halves (51-54, 61-64)
connected in series, that the second connector
means is configured to connect said second connec-
tion point (b) to a midpoint (55) of the secondary
winding of the transformer between said two halves
(51, 52) thereof, and that the control unit (19) is, when
the electric system is fed through a DC-contact line,
configured to control the line converter (13, 7) to to-
gether with the inductor of each half of the secondary
winding used as a step-up chopper inductor act as
a DC to DC-chopper for adjusting the level of the DC
voltage delivered to the DC intermediate link (14, 18).

2. An electric multisystem according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that it comprises means (73) configured
to determine the level of the voltage on the DC in-
termediate link when the second connector means
connects the midpoint of the secondary winding of
the transformer to the second connection point (b),
that it comprises means (74) configured to compare
the level of this DC intermediate link voltage with a
predetermined level, and that the control unit (19) is
configured to control the line converter to deliver a
DC voltage on the DC intermediate link of a level
approaching said predetermined level.

3. An electric multisystem according to claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the control unit (19) is config-
ured to control the current valves of the at least two
phase-legs (27, 28) of the line converter with the aim
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to cancel out harmonics.

4. An electric multisystem according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said line con-
verter (7, 13) has two said bridges (26) connected
in parallel to said DC intermediate link (14, 18), and
that the transformer (3) comprises two said second-
ary windings (80-83) each divided into two halves
and connected to a said bridge each of the line con-
verter (7, 13).

5. An electric multisystem according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that it comprises a
motor converter (15) connected to the DC interme-
diate link (14) and controlled by a control unit (16)
for delivering a three-phase alternating voltage on
the output thereof to one or several motors (17) in
the form of electric machines for driving the vehicle.

6. An electric multisystem according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that it has two said
line converters (7, 13) connected to a said DC inter-
mediate link (14, 18) each.

7. An electric multisystem according to claim 6, char-
acterized in that one (18) of the DC intermediate
links is connected to an auxiliary converter (8) con-
nected through a further transformer (10) to sockets
of a distribution network in the rail vehicle, such as
for connection of computers, and to lightening, heat-
ing, and other appliances.

8. A method for controlling an electric multisystem on
board a rail vehicle (1), which system comprises:

• a first connector means (22, 23) configured to
one at a time connect either a first connection
point (a) of the electric system to an AC-contact
line (2) or a second connection point (b) of the
electric system to a DC-contact line (20),
• a transformer (3) comprising a primary winding
(4), to which the first connection point (a) is con-
nected, and
• a line converter (7, 13) to which a secondary
winding (5, 6) of the transformer is connected
and which has at least one bridge (26) with two
phase-legs (27, 28) connected in parallel be-
tween opposite poles (29, 30) of a DC interme-
diate link (14, 18) and having each at least two
current valves (31-34) connected in series, each
said current valve comprising a semiconductor
device (35-38) of turn-off type and a rectifying
member (39-42) connected in anti-parallel
therewith, a midpoint (43,44) of each phase-leg
dividing the phase-leg in two identical halves be-
ing connected to said secondary winding of the
transformer,

in which the method comprises the step

a) connecting a DC-contact line (20) for rail ve-
hicles to the electric systems by connecting said
secondary winding (5, 6) of the transformer to
said second connection point (b),

characterized in that it is a said electric system hav-
ing the secondary winding divided into two halves
(51-54, 61-64) connected in series that is controlled,
that in step a) said second connection point (b) is
connected to a midpoint (55) of the secondary wind-
ing of the transformer between said two halves (51,
52) thereof, and that it comprises a further step b)
carried out after step a) of controlling the line con-
verter (7, 13) to together with the inductor of each
half (51, 52) of the secondary winding used as a step-
up chopper inductor act as a DC to DC-chopper for
adjusting the level of the DC voltage delivered to the
DC intermediate link (14, 18).

9. A method according to claim 8, characterized in
that it comprises a step c), carried out before step
b), of determining the level of the voltage on the DC
intermediate link and a step d), carried out after step
c) but before step b), of comparing the level of this
DC voltage determined with a predetermined level,
and that in step b) the line converter (7, 13) is con-
trolled to deliver a DC voltage to the DC intermediate
link (14, 18) of a level approaching said predeter-
mined level, said steps c), d) and b) being cyclically
repeated.

10. A rail vehicle comprising an electric multisystem ac-
cording to any of claims 1-7.
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