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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to
wireless power transfer, and more specifically to devices,
systems, and methods related to wireless power transfer
to remote systems such as vehicles including batteries.
More particularly, the present disclosure relates to coil
arrangements for induction coils in a wireless power
transfer system.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Remote systems, such as vehicles, have been
introduced that include locomotion power derived from
electricity received from an energy storage device such
as a battery. For example, hybrid electric vehicles include
on-board chargers that use power from vehicle braking
and traditional motors to charge the vehicles. Vehicles
that are solely electric generally receive the electricity for
charging the batteries from other sources. Battery electric
vehicles (electric vehicles) are often proposed to be
charged through some type of wired alternating current
(AC) such as household or commercial AC supply sourc-
es. The wired charging connections require cables or oth-
er similar connectors that are physically connected to a
power supply. Cables and similar connectors may some-
times be inconvenient or cumbersome and have other
drawbacks. Wireless charging systems that are capable
of transferring power in free space (e.g., via a wireless
field) to be used to charge electric vehicles may over-
come some of the deficiencies of wired charging solu-
tions. As such, wireless charging systems and methods
that efficiently and safely transfer power for charging
electric vehicles are desirable.
[0003] GRANT A COVIC ET AL, "A bipolar primary pad
topology for EV stationary charging and highway power
by inductive coupling", ENERGY CONVERSION CON-
GRESS AND EXPOSITION (ECCE), 2011 IEEE, IEEE,
(20110917), doi:10.1109/ECCE.2011.6064008, ISBN
978-1-4577-0542-7, pages 1832 - 1838, XP032067402
details a topology for the track pad, consisting of two
largely coplanar, partially overlapping coils positioned
such that there is no mutual inductance between them.
This arrangement prevents interaction of the two coils,
and allows the currents within them to be independent in
both phase and magnitude. By controlling the phase and
magnitude of the two coil currents, the magnetic field can
be shaped to assist in power transfer to a pickup under-
neath an EV

SUMMARY

[0004] Various implementations of systems, methods
and devices within the scope of the appended claims
each have several aspects, no single one of which is
solely responsible for the desirable attributes described

herein. Without limiting the scope of the appended
claims, some prominent features are described herein.
[0005] Details of one or more implementations of the
subject matter described in this specification are set forth
in the accompanying drawings and the description below.
Other features, aspects, and advantages will become ap-
parent from the description, the drawings, and the claims.
Note that the relative dimensions of the following figures
may not be drawn to scale.
[0006] One aspect of the subject matter described in
the disclosure provides an apparatus for wirelessly com-
municating power. The apparatus includes a first con-
ductive structure configured to wirelessly receive power
via a magnetic field. The first conductive structure has a
length greater than a width. The first conductive structure
includes a first loop and a second loop enclosing a first
area and a second area, respectively. The first loop has
a first lower surface and the second loop has a second
lower surface that are substantially coplanar. The first
conductive structure has a first edge and a second edge
each intersecting a first geometric line along the length
of the first conductive structure. The apparatus further
includes a second conductive structure positioned be-
tween the first conductive structure and a magnetic ma-
terial and configured to wirelessly receive power via the
magnetic field. The second conductive structure includes
a third loop enclosing a third area. The second conductive
structure has a length greater than a width. The length
of the second conductive structure is substantially equal
to at least a distance along the first geometric line be-
tween the first edge and the second edge of the first con-
ductive structure.
[0007] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an implementation of a method
of wirelessly communicating power. The method in-
cludes wirelessly receiving power via a first conductive
structure via a magnetic field. The first conductive struc-
ture has a length greater than a width. The first conductive
structure includes a first loop and a second loop enclosing
a first area and a second area, respectively. The first loop
has a first lower surface and the second loop has a sec-
ond lower surface that are substantially coplanar. The
first conductive structure has a first edge and a second
edge each intersecting a geometric line along the length
of the first conductive structure. The method further in-
cludes wirelessly receiving power via a second conduc-
tive structure positioned between the first conductive
structure and a magnetic material, The second conduc-
tive structure encloses a third area. The second conduc-
tive structure has a length greater than a width. The
length of the second conductive structure is substantially
equal to at least a distance along the geometric line be-
tween the first edge and the second edge of the first con-
ductive structure.
[0008] Yet another aspect of the subject matter de-
scribed in the disclosure provides an apparatus for wire-
lessly receiving communicating power. The apparatus
includes a first means for wirelessly receiving power via
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a magnetic field. The first receiving means has a length
greater than a width. The first receiving means includes
a first loop and a second loop enclosing a first area and
a second area, respectively. The first loop has a first lower
surface and the second loop has a second lower surface
that are substantially coplanar. The first receiving means
has a first edge and a second edge each intersecting a
geometric line along the length of the first receiving
means. The apparatus further includes a second means
for wirelessly receiving power via the magnetic field po-
sitioned between the first receiving means and a mag-
netic material. The second receiving means encloses a
third area. The second receiving means has a length
greater than a width. The length of the second receiving
means is substantially equal to at least a distance along
the geometric line between the first edge and the second
edge of the first receiving means.
[0009] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an apparatus for wirelessly
communicating power. The apparatus includes a trans-
mit circuit configured to output a time-varying signal. The
apparatus further includes a conductive structure config-
ured to receive the time-varying signal and to generate
an electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to wirelessly
transfer power for powering or charging a receiver de-
vice. The conductive structure has a rectangular form
factor having a width a and a length a + b, and wherein
a divided by b is substantially equal to a + b divided by a.
[0010] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an implementation of a method
of wirelessly communicating power. The method in-
cludes outputting a time-varying signal from a transmit
circuit. The method further includes receiving the time-
varying signal and generating, at a conductive structure,
an electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to wirelessly
transfer power for powering or charging a receiver de-
vice, the conductive structure having a rectangular form
factor having a width a and a length a + b, and wherein
a divided by b is substantially equal to a + b divided by a.
[0011] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an apparatus of wirelessly
communicating power. The apparatus includes means
for outputting a time-varying signal. The apparatus fur-
ther includes means for generating an electromagnetic
field based on the time-varying signal. The electromag-
netic field is at a level sufficient to wirelessly transfer pow-
er for powering or charging a receiver device. The gen-
erating means has a rectangular form factor having a
width a and a length a + b, and wherein a divided by b is
substantially equal to a + b divided by a.
[0012] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an apparatus for wirelessly
communicating power. The apparatus includes a first
conductive structure configured to wirelessly transmit or
receive power via a first electromagnetic field at a level
sufficient to power or charge a load. The first conductive
structure includes a first loop enclosing a first area. The
apparatus further includes a second conductive structure

configured to wirelessly transmit or receive power via a
second electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to power
or charge the load. The second conductive structure is
positioned inside the first area and is substantially co-
planar with the first conductive structure. The second
conductive structure includes a second loop and a third
loop enclosing a second area and a third area, respec-
tively. The second loop has a second lower surface and
the third loop has a third lower surface that are substan-
tially coplanar.
[0013] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an implementation of a method
of wirelessly communicating power. The method in-
cludes wirelessly transmitting or receiving power, at a
first conductive structure, via a first electromagnetic field
at a level sufficient to power or charge a load. The first
conductive structure includes a first loop enclosing a first
area. The method further includes wirelessly transmitting
or receiving power, at a second conductive structure, via
a second electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to pow-
er or charge the load. The second conductive structure
is positioned inside the first area and is substantially co-
planar with the first conductive structure. The second
conductive structure includes a second loop and a third
loop enclosing a second area and a third area, respec-
tively. The second loop has a second lower surface and
the third loop has a third lower surface that are substan-
tially coplanar.
[0014] Another aspect of the subject matter described
in the disclosure provides an apparatus for wirelessly
communicating power. The apparatus includes a first
means for wirelessly transmitting or receiving power via
a first electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to power
or charge a load. The first means includes a first loop
enclosing a first area. The apparatus further includes a
second means for wirelessly transmitting or receiving
power via a second electromagnetic field at a level suf-
ficient to power or charge the load. The second means
is positioned inside the first area and is substantially co-
planar with the first means. The second means includes
a second loop and a third loop enclosing a second area
and a third area, respectively. The second loop has a
second lower surface and the third loop has a third lower
surface that are substantially coplanar.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an exemplary wireless power
transfer system for charging an electric vehicle..
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of exemplary compo-
nents of the wireless power transfer system of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a top and profile view of an inductive power
transfer system including an embodiment of a base
pad and a vehicle pad.
FIG. 4 is a plot illustrating exemplary values of a cou-
pling coefficient k as a function of an alignment offset
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in x- and y-direction in accordance with the embod-
iment of the pads of FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 is a plot illustrating exemplary values of pri-
mary current variation as a function of an offset in
the x- and y- direction in accordance with the em-
bodiment of the pads of FIG. 3.
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a charging system
including a vehicle pad arranged above a base pad..
FIG. 7 is a top and profile view of an inductive power
transfer system including an exemplary embodiment
of a base pad and a vehicle pad.
FIG. 8 is a plot of exemplary values of primary current
variation as a function of an alignment offset for the
base and vehicle pads of FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 is a top and profile view of an exemplary in-
ductive power transfer system including a base pad
and a vehicle pad, in accordance with an embodi-
ment.
FIG. 10 is a plot illustrating exemplary values of a
coupling coefficient k as a function of an alignment
offset in the x- and y-direction in accordance with the
pads of FIGs. 7 and 9.
FIG. 11 is a plot of exemplary values of primary cur-
rent variation as a function of an alignment offset of
base and vehicle pads and of FIG. 9.
FIGs. 12A, 12B, and 12C are diagrams of exemplary
pads showing exemplary current flow configurations
for a Q-coil and a DD-coil according to the pad of
FIG. 9.
FIG. 13 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
embodiment of a wireless power transfer pad, in ac-
cordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 14 is a top and profile view of another exemplary
wireless power transfer pad, in accordance with an
embodiment.
FIG. 15A is a top and profile view of an exemplary
inductive power transfer system including a base pad
and a vehicle pad, in accordance with an embodi-
ment.
FIG. 15B is a top and profile view of an exemplary
vehicle pad that may be used in an inductive power
transfer system, in accordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 16 is a top and profile view of another exemplary
inductive power transfer system including a base pad
and a vehicle pad, in accordance with an embodi-
ment.
FIG. 17 shows the inductive power transfer system
of FIG. 9 with information for dimensioning of the
base pad and vehicle pad to achieve a selected align-
ment tolerance, in accordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 18 shows alignment of the vehicle pad of FIG.
9 over the ’circular-rectangular’ base pad of FIG. 9.
FIG. 19 is a top view of an exemplary base pad of
FIG. 9, in accordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 20 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
vehicle pad of FIG. 9, in accordance with an embod-
iment.
FIGs. 21A and 21B are diagrams illustrating the

alignment tolerance of an inductive power transfer
system when the vehicle pad of FIG. 20 is aligned
over the base pad of FIG. 19.
FIG. 22A is a plot of exemplary coupling coefficients
k at two different exemplary pad heights as a function
of a horizontal offset (y-direction) illustrating a sys-
tem horizontal alignment tolerance.
FIG. 22B is a plot of exemplary coupling coefficients
k at two different exemplary pad heights as a function
of a vertical offset (x-direction) illustrating a system
vertical alignment tolerance.
FIG. 23 is another functional block diagram showing
exemplary core and ancillary components of the
wireless power transfer system of FIG. 1.
FIG. 24 is a flowchart of an implementation of a meth-
od of wirelessly communicating power, in accord-
ance with an embodiment.
FIG. 25 is a functional block diagram of a wireless
power receiver, in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment.

[0016] The various features illustrated in the drawings
may not be drawn to scale. Accordingly, the dimensions
of the various features may be arbitrarily expanded or
reduced for clarity. In addition, some of the drawings may
not depict all of the components of a given system, meth-
od or device. Finally, like reference numerals may be
used to denote like features throughout the specification
and figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] The detailed description set forth below in con-
nection with the appended drawings is intended as a de-
scription of exemplary embodiments and is not intended
to represent the only embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. The term "exemplary" used throughout
this description means "serving as an example, instance,
or illustration," and should not necessarily be construed
as preferred or advantageous over other exemplary em-
bodiments. The detailed description includes specific de-
tails for the purpose of providing a thorough understand-
ing of the exemplary embodiments. It will be apparent to
those skilled in the art that the exemplary embodiments
may be practiced without these specific details. In some
instances, well-known structures and devices are shown
in block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring the
novelty of the exemplary embodiments presented herein.
[0018] Wirelessly transferring power may refer to
transferring any form of energy associated with electric
fields, magnetic fields, electromagnetic fields, or other-
wise from a transmitter to a receiver without the use of
physical electrical conductors (e.g., power may be trans-
ferred through free space). The power output into a wire-
less field (e.g., a magnetic field) may be received, cap-
tured by, or coupled by a "receiving coil" to achieve power
transfer.
[0019] An electric vehicle is used herein to describe a
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remote system, an example of which is a vehicle that
includes, as part of its locomotion capabilities, electrical
power derived from a chargeable energy storage device
(e.g., one or more rechargeable electrochemical cells or
other type of battery). As non-limiting examples, some
electric vehicles may be hybrid electric vehicles that in-
clude besides electric motors, a traditional combustion
engine for direct locomotion or to charge the vehicle’s
battery. Other electric vehicles may draw all locomotion
ability from electrical power. An electric vehicle is not
limited to an automobile and may include motorcycles,
carts, scooters, and the like. By way of example and not
limitation, a remote system is described herein in the form
of an electric vehicle (EV). Furthermore, other remote
systems that may be at least partially powered using a
chargeable energy storage device are also contemplated
(e.g., electronic devices such as personal computing de-
vices and the like).
[0020] FIG. 1 is a diagram of an example of a wireless
power transfer system 100 for charging an electric vehi-
cle 112.. The wireless power transfer system 100 enables
charging of an electric vehicle 112 while the electric ve-
hicle 112 is parked near a base wireless charging system
102a. Spaces for two electric vehicles are illustrated in
a parking area to be parked over corresponding base
wireless charging system 102a and 102b. In some em-
bodiments, a local distribution center 130 may be con-
nected to a power backbone 132 and configured to pro-
vide an alternating current (AC) or a direct current (DC)
supply through a power link 110 to the base wireless
charging system 102a. The base wireless charging sys-
tem 102a also includes a base system induction coil 104a
for wirelessly transferring or receiving power. An electric
vehicle 112 may include a battery unit 118, an electric
vehicle induction coil 116, and an electric vehicle wireless
charging system 114. The electric vehicle induction coil
116 may interact with the base system induction coil 104a
for example, via a region of the electromagnetic field gen-
erated by the base system induction coil 104a.
[0021] In someexamples, the electric vehicle induction
coil 116 may receive power when the electric vehicle in-
duction coil 116 is located in an energy field produced
by the base system induction coil 104a. The field corre-
sponds to a region where energy output by the base sys-
tem induction coil 104a may be captured by an electric
vehicle induction coil 116. In some cases, the field may
correspond to the "near field" of the base system induc-
tion coil 104a. The near-field may correspond to a region
in which there are strong reactive fields resulting from
the currents and charges in the base system induction
coil 104a that do not radiate power away from the base
system induction coil 104a. In some cases the near-field
may correspond to a region that is within about 1/2π of
wavelength of the base system induction coil 104a (and
vice versa for the electric vehicle induction coil 116) as
will be further described below.
[0022] Local distribution 1130 may be configured to
communicate with external sources (e.g., a power grid)

via a communication backhaul 134, and with the base
wireless charging system 102a via a communication link
108.
[0023] In some examples the electric vehicle induction
coil 116 may be aligned with the base system induction
coil 104a and, therefore, disposed within a near-field re-
gion simply by the driver positioning the electric vehicle
112 correctly relative to the base system induction coil
104a. In other examples, the driver may be given visual
feedback, auditory feedback, or combinations thereof to
determine when the electric vehicle 112 is properly
placed for wireless power transfer. In yet other examples,
the electric vehicle 112 may be positioned by an autopilot
system, which may move the electric vehicle 112 back
and forth (e.g., in zig-zag movements) until an alignment
error has reached a tolerable value. This may be per-
formed automatically and autonomously by the electric
vehicle 112 without or with only minimal driver interven-
tion provided that the electric vehicle 112 is equipped
with a servo steering wheel, ultrasonic sensors, and in-
telligence to adjust the vehicle. In still other embodi-
ments, the electric vehicle induction coil 116, the base
system induction coil 104a, or a combination thereof may
have functionality for displacing and moving the induction
coils 116 and 104a relative to each other to more accu-
rately orient them and develop more efficient coupling
therebetween.
[0024] The base wireless charging system 102a may
be located in a variety of locations. As non-limiting ex-
amples, some suitable locations include a parking area
at a home of the electric vehicle 112 owner, parking areas
reserved for electric vehicle wireless charging modeled
after conventional petroleum-based filling stations, and
parking lots at other locations such as shopping centers
and places of employment.
[0025] Charging electric vehicles wirelessly may pro-
vide numerous benefits. For example, charging may be
performed automatically, virtually without driver interven-
tion and manipulations thereby improving convenience
to a user. There may also be no exposed electrical con-
tacts and no mechanical wear out, thereby improving re-
liability of the wireless power transfer system 100. Ma-
nipulations with cables and connectors may not be need-
ed, and there may be no cables, plugs, or sockets that
may be exposed to moisture and water in an outdoor
environment, thereby improving safety. There may also
be no sockets, cables, and plugs visible or accessible,
thereby reducing potential vandalism of power charging
devices. Further, since an electric vehicle 112 may be
used as distributed storage devices to stabilize a power
grid, a docking-to-grid solution may be used to increase
availability of vehicles for Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) opera-
tion.
[0026] A wireless power transfer system 100 as de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1 may also provide aes-
thetical and non-impedimental advantages. For exam-
ple, there may be no charge columns and cables that
may be impedimental for vehicles and/or pedestrians.
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[0027] As a further explanation of the vehicle-to-grid
capability, the wireless power transmit and receive ca-
pabilities may be configured to be reciprocal such that
the base wireless charging system 102a either transfers
power to the electric vehicle 112 or the electric vehicle
112 transfers power to the base wireless charging system
102a e.g., in times of energy shortfall. This capability may
be useful to stabilize the power distribution grid by allow-
ing electric vehicles to contribute power to the overall
distribution system in times of energy shortfall caused by
over demand or shortfall in renewable energy production
(e.g., wind or solar).
[0028] In some other use cases, power flow in the re-
verse direction may only be a small amount, as part of a
process to improve alignment of the transmitter and re-
ceiver devices, or to identify which transmitter device is
appropriately placed for transferring power to the receiver
device.
[0029] It will be therefore be understood that the terms
"transmitter", "receiver", "primary" and "secondary" and
the like are used herein to refer to the normal uses of the
components of the wireless power transfer system when
used for transferring power from the power supply to the
electric vehicle, i.e., from the transmitter or primary de-
vice to the receiver or secondary device. Therefore the
"transmitter" may also be used to receive power and the
"receiver" may also be used to transmit power. The use
of these terms, although referring to the normal sense of
operation of certain components of the system for ease
of understanding, does not limit the invention to any par-
ticular operation of such components.
[0030] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of exemplary
components of the wireless power transfer system 100
of FIG. 1. As shown in FIG. 2, the wireless power transfer
system 200 may include a base system transmit circuit
206 including a base system induction coil 204 having
an inductance Li. The wireless power transfer system
200 further includes an electric vehicle receive circuit 222
including an electric vehicle induction coil 216 having an
inductance L2. Examples described herein may use ca-
pacitively loaded wire loops (i.e., multi-turn coils) forming
a resonant structure that is capable of efficiently coupling
energy from a primary structure (transmitter) to a sec-
ondary structure (receiver) via a magnetic or electromag-
netic near field if both primary and secondary are tuned
to a common resonant frequency.
[0031] A resonant frequency may be based on the in-
ductance and capacitance of a transmit circuit including
an induction coil (e.g., the base system induction coil
204) as described above. As shown in FIG. 2, inductance
may generally be the inductance of the induction coil,
whereas, capacitance may be added to the induction coil
to create a resonant structure at a desired resonant fre-
quency. As a non-limiting example, a capacitor may be
added in series with the induction coil to create a resonant
circuit (e.g., the base system transmit circuit 206) that
generates an electromagnetic field. Accordingly, for larg-
er diameter induction coils, the value of capacitance for

inducing resonance may decrease as the diameter or
inductance of the coil increases. Inductance may also
depend on a number of turns of an induction coil. Fur-
thermore, as the diameter of the induction coil increases,
the efficient energy transfer area of the near field may
increase. Other resonant circuits are possible. As anoth-
er non limiting example, a capacitor may be placed in
parallel between the two terminals of the induction coil
(e.g., a parallel resonant circuit). Furthermore an induc-
tion coil may be designed to have a high quality (Q) factor
to improve the resonance of the induction coil.
[0032] The coils may be used for the electric vehicle
induction coil 216 and the base system induction coil 204.
Using resonant structures for coupling energy may be
referred to "magnetic coupled resonance," "electromag-
netic coupled resonance," and/or "resonant induction."
The operation of the wireless power transfer system 200
will be described based on power transfer from a base
wireless power charging system 202 to an electric vehicle
112, but is not limited thereto. For example, as discussed
above, the electric vehicle 112 may transfer power to the
base wireless charging system 102a.
[0033] With reference to FIG. 2, a power supply 208
(e.g., AC or DC) supplies power PSDC to the base wireless
power charging system 202 to transfer energy to an elec-
tric vehicle 112. The base wireless power charging sys-
tem 202 includes a base charging system power con-
verter 236. The base charging system power converter
236 may include circuitry such as an AC/DC converter
configured to convert power from standard mains AC to
DC power at a suitable voltage level, and a DC/low fre-
quency (LF) converter configured to convert DC power
to power at an operating frequency suitable for wireless
high power transfer. The base charging system power
converter 236 supplies power P1 to the base system
transmit circuit 206 including a base charging system tun-
ing circuit 205. The base charging system tuning circuit
205 may be provided to form a resonant circuit with the
base system induction coil 204 at desired frequency. The
tuning circuit 205 may include one or more reactive tuning
components (e.g., one or more capacitors) coupled to
the base system induction coil 204. The reactive tuning
components may be electrically connected in a series or
parallel configuration with the base system induction coil
204 or any combination of a series and parallel configu-
ration.
[0034] The base system transmit circuit 206 including
the base system induction coil 204 and electric vehicle
receive circuit 222 including the electric vehicle induction
coil 216 may be tuned to substantially the same frequen-
cies and may be positioned within the near-field of an
electromagnetic field transmitted by one of the base sys-
tem induction coil 204 and the electric vehicle induction
coil 216. In this case, the base system induction coil 204
and electric vehicle induction coil 216 may become cou-
pled to one another such that power may be transferred
to the electric vehicle receive circuit 222 including an
electric vehicle charging system tuning circuit 221 and
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electric vehicle induction coil 116. The electric vehicle
charging system tuning circuit 221 may be provided to
form a resonant circuit with the electric vehicle induction
coil 216 at a desired frequency. The turning circuit 221
may include one or more reactive tuning components
(e.g., one or more capacitors) coupled to the electric ve-
hicle induction coil 216. The reactive tuning components
may be electrically connected in a series or parallel con-
figuration with the electric vehicle induction coil 216 or
any combination of a series and parallel configuration.
The mutual coupling coefficient resulting at coil separa-
tion is represented by element k(d). Equivalent resistanc-
es Req,1 and Req,2 represent the losses that may be in-
herent to the induction coils 204 and 216 and any anti-
reactance capacitors that may, in some embodiments,
be provided in the base charging system tuning circuit
205 and electric vehicle charging system tuning circuit
221 respectively. The electric vehicle receive circuit 222
including the electric vehicle induction coil 316 and elec-
tric vehicle charging system tuning circuit 221 receives
power P2 and provides the power P2 to an electric vehicle
power converter 238 of an electric vehicle charging sys-
tem 214.
[0035] The electric vehicle power converter 238 may
include, among other things, a LF/DC converter config-
ured to convert power at an operating frequency back to
DC power at a voltage level matched to the voltage level
of an electric vehicle battery unit 218. The electric vehicle
power converter 238 may provide the converted power
PLDC to charge the electric vehicle battery unit 218. The
power supply 208, base charging system power convert-
er 236, and base system induction coil 204 may be sta-
tionary and located at a variety of locations as discussed
above. The battery unit 218, electric vehicle power con-
verter 238, and electric vehicle induction coil 216 may be
included in an electric vehicle charging system 214 that
is part of electric vehicle 112 or part of the battery pack
(not shown). The electric vehicle charging system 214
may also be configured to provide power wirelessly
through the electric vehicle induction coil 216 to the base
wireless power charging system 202 to feed power back
to the grid. Each of the electric vehicle induction coil 216
and the base system induction coil 204 may act as trans-
mit or receive induction coils based on the mode of op-
eration.
[0036] It will be understood that for the sake of simplic-
ity above descriptions and the block diagram of FIG. 2
have been limited to a single channel wireless power
transmitter and a single channel wireless power receiver,
meaning that there is a single power source driving a
single primary induction coil and there is a single sec-
ondary induction coil (pick-up) delivering power to a sin-
gle power sink e.g., a rectifier. However, the wireless
power transfer system 200 may be a multi-channel-type
system comprising of multiple (aggregated) power sourc-
es driving multiple primary induction coils, and multiple
secondary induction coils delivering power to multiple
power sinks (e.g., rectifiers). Dual-channel configura-

tions may be used to operate a system using coil arrange-
ments.
[0037] While not shown, the wireless power transfer
system 200 may include a load disconnect unit (LDU) to
safely disconnect the electric vehicle battery unit 218 or
the power supply 208 from the wireless power transfer
system 200. For example, in case of an emergency or
system failure, the LDU may be triggered to disconnect
the load from the wireless power transfer system 200.
The LDU may be provided in addition to a battery man-
agement system for managing charging to a battery, or
it may be part of the battery management system.
[0038] Further, the electric vehicle charging system
214 may include switching circuitry (not shown) for se-
lectively connecting and disconnecting the electric vehi-
cle induction coil 216 to the electric vehicle power con-
verter 238. Disconnecting the electric vehicle induction
coil 216 may suspend charging and also may adjust the
"load" as "seen" by the base wireless charging system
102a (acting as a transmitter), which may be used to
decouple the electric vehicle charging system 114 (acting
as the receiver) from the base wireless charging system
102a. The load changes may be detected if the transmit-
ter includes the load sensing circuit. Accordingly, the
transmitter, such as a base wireless charging system
202, may have a mechanism for determining when re-
ceivers, such as an electric vehicle charging system 214,
are present in the near-field of the base system induction
coil 204.
[0039] As described above, in operation, assuming en-
ergy transfer towards the vehicle or battery, input power
is provided from the power supply 208 such that the base
system induction coil 204 generates a field for providing
the energy transfer. The electric vehicle induction coil
216 couples to the electromagnetic field and generates
output power for storage or consumption by the electric
vehicle 112. As described above, in some examples, the
base system induction coil 204 and electric vehicle in-
duction coil 216 are configured according to a mutual
resonant relationship such that when the resonant fre-
quency of the electric vehicle induction coil 216 and the
resonant frequency of the base system induction coil 204
are very close or substantially the same. Transmission
losses between the base wireless power charging sys-
tem 202 and electric vehicle charging system 214 are
minimal when the electric vehicle induction coil 216 is
located in the near-field of the base system induction coil
204.
[0040] As stated, an efficient energy transfer occurs
by coupling a large portion of the energy in the near field
of a transmitting induction coil to a receiving induction
coil rather than propagating most of the energy in an elec-
tromagnetic wave to the far-field. When in the near field,
a coupling mode may be established between the trans-
mit induction coil and the receive induction coil. The area
around the induction coils where this near field coupling
may occur is referred to herein as a near field coupling
mode region.
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[0041] As discussed above, efficient transfer of energy
between a transmitter and receiver occurs during
matched or nearly matched resonance between a trans-
mitter and a receiver. However, even when resonance
between a transmitter and receiver are not matched, en-
ergy may be transferred at a lower efficiency and/or at
lower power. Transfer of energy occurs by coupling en-
ergy from the near field of the transmitting induction coil
to the receiving induction coil residing within a region
(e.g., within a predetermined frequency range of the res-
onant frequency, or within a predetermined distance of
the near-field region) where this near field is established
rather than propagating the energy from the transmitting
induction coil into free space.
[0042] As described above, according to some exam-
ples, coupling power between two induction coils that are
in the near field of one another is disclosed. As described
above, the near field may correspond to a region around
the induction coil in which electromagnetic fields exist
but may not propagate or radiate away from the induction
coil. Near-field coupling-mode regions may correspond
to a volume that is near the physical volume of the induc-
tion coil, typically within a small fraction of the wave-
length. According to some examples, electromagnetic in-
duction coils, such as single and multi-turn loop anten-
nas, are used for both transmitting and receiving since
magnetic near field amplitudes in practical embodiments
tend to be higher for magnetic type coils in comparison
to the electric near fields of an electric type antenna (e.g.,
a small dipole). This allows for potentially higher coupling
between the pair. Furthermore, "electric" antennas (e.g.,
dipoles and monopoles) or a combination of magnetic
and electric antennas may be used. In this specification
the term "coil" may be used in the sense of a conductive
structure or having a number of turns of electrically con-
ducting material that all wind around a single central
point. The term "coil arrangement" is used to mean any
winding arrangement of conducting material, which may
comprise a number of "coils". In some exemplary em-
bodiments, Litz wire may be used to form the coil ar-
rangements.
[0043] While not shown, the base charging system
power converter 236 and the electric vehicle power con-
verter 238 may both include an oscillator, a driver circuit
such as a power amplifier, a filter, and a matching circuit
for efficient coupling with the wireless power induction
coil. The oscillator may be configured to generate a de-
sired frequency, which may be adjusted in response to
an adjustment signal. The oscillator signal may be am-
plified by a power amplifier with an amplification amount
responsive to control signals. The filter and matching cir-
cuit may be included to filter out harmonics or other un-
wanted frequencies and match the impedance of the
power conversion module to the wireless power induction
coil. The power converters 236 and 238 may also include
a rectifier and switching circuitry to generate a suitable
power output to charge the battery.
[0044] The electric vehicle induction coil 216 and base

system induction coil 204 as described throughout the
disclosed embodiments may be referred to or configured
as "loop" antennas, and more specifically, multi-turn loop
antennas. The induction coils 204 and 216 may also be
referred to herein or be configured as "magnetic" anten-
nas. The coil may also be referred to as an "antenna" of
a type that is configured to wirelessly output or receive
power. Loop (e.g., multi-turn loop) antennas may be con-
figured to include an air core or a physical core such as
a ferrite core. An air core loop antenna may allow the
placement of other components within the core area.
Physical core antennas including ferromagnetic or fer-
rimagnetic materials may allow development of a strong-
er electromagnetic field and improved coupling.
[0045] Inductive power transfer (IPT) systems as de-
scribed in part with reference to FIGs. 1 and 2 provide
one example of wireless transfer of energy. In IPT, a pri-
mary (or "transmitter") power device transmits power to
a secondary (or "receiver") power receiver device. Each
of the transmitter and receiver power devices include in-
ductors, typically an arrangement of coils or windings of
electric current conveying media. An alternating current
in the primary inductor produces an alternating magnetic
field. When the secondary inductor is placed in proximity
to the primary inductor, the alternating magnetic field in-
duces an electromotive force (EMF) in the secondary in-
ductor, thereby transferring power to the secondary pow-
er receiver device.
[0046] FIG. 3 is a top and profile view of an inductive
power transfer system 300 including an example of a
base pad 302 and a vehicle pad 314. In electric vehicle
and plug-in hybrid vehicle IPT systems, the primary pow-
er device may be situated on the ground and may be
known as a "base" device or base pad 302. In an aspect,
a base pad 302 may correspond to a base wireless charg-
ing system 102a including a base system induction coil
104 as described above with reference to FIGs. 1 and 2.
The secondary power device may be situated on the elec-
tric vehicle and may be known as a "pick-up" device or
vehicle pad 314. In an aspect, the vehicle pad 314 may
correspond to an electric vehicle wireless charging sys-
tem 114 including an electric vehicle induction coil 116
as descried above with reference to FIGs. 1 and 2. These
devices are used to transmit power from the ground to a
vehicle 112 (FIG. 1).
[0047] The base pad 302 includes a primary coil 304
configured to generate an alternating magnetic field for
providing power transfer as described above. The base
pad 302 further includes a magnetic material 350 (e.g.,
a ferrite structure) and a conductive back plate 360. The
magnetic material 350 is positioned between the coil 304
and the conductive back plate 360. The vehicle pad 314
includes a secondary coil 316 configured to generate a
current in response to the magnetic field generated by
the primary coil 304 such that power may be provided to
a load (not shown). The vehicle pad 314 further includes
a magnetic material 352 positioned between the coil 316
and a conductive back plate 362. It should be appreciated
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that the IPT system may further include one or more of
the components shown in FIGs. 1 or 2 or otherwise de-
scribed below.
[0048] In the following description, it is assumed that
the base pad 302 is situated on the ground and the vehicle
pad 314 is mounted at bottom (underbody) of the vehicle
112 e.g., in the center of the vehicle 112 providing max-
imum distance and protection for persons from being ex-
posed to magnetic fields. Moreover, in accordance with
certain embodiments, both the base pad 302 and the
vehicle pad 314 are substantially planar structures ex-
panding in horizontal directions (x, y-dimensions) and
with low height (profile) in the vertical (z-) dimension.
[0049] The IPT system 300 may also be able to function
in a mode in which power is transferred the other way,
i.e., from the vehicle to the grid (V2G). In this mode, the
vehicle pad 314 is technically the primary device and the
base pad 302 is the secondary device because the ve-
hicle pad 314 induces an electromotive force (EMF) in
the base. This may allow power stored in an electric ve-
hicle battery 118 (FIG. 1) to be transferred back to a mains
electricity grid.
[0050] In an electric vehicle IPT system 300, tolerance
in the longitudinal (i.e., forwards / backwards relative to
the vehicle 112) direction and the transverse (i.e., side-
to-side) direction is desirable. In different situations, it
may be beneficial to have a greater degree of tolerance
to misalignment in the longitudinal or transverse direc-
tion. It is therefore desirable for an electric vehicle IPT
system 300 to have flexibility in tolerance to suit the re-
quirements of a particular situation.
[0051] PCT publication no. WO 2010/090539 disclos-
es an IPT system for powering electric vehicles in which
a base (usually the primary) coil arrangement, typically
positioned on the ground, includes two separate co-pla-
nar coils positioned above a core formed from a material
of high magnetic permeability, such as ferrite. Further-
more, there may be a conductive back plate below the
magnetic core acting as a shield and an additional flux
shaper. In this arrangement, there is no straight path
through the core that passes through the coils. As such,
if particularly driven with currents in opposite sense, this
coil arrangement, referred to as a ’Double D’ arrange-
ment, produces two distinct magnetic pole areas and
lines of magnetic flux arc between them in the form of a
"flux pipe" above the coils, a zone of high flux concen-
tration called the functional space of the IPT system. The
magnetic moment that is generated by this structure is
substantially horizontal as opposed to that of a planar
single coil structure called a ’Circular’ pad, which is sub-
stantially vertical.
[0052] In accordance with various examples described
herein, three or more coils may also be used in the coil
arrangement of the receiver (pick-up) device. The receiv-
er device is also referred to herein as a vehicle pad. The
first two coils may be separate co-planar coils forming a
’Double D’ as in the base coil arrangement. During energy
transfer, this ’Double D’ is aligned with the ’Double D’ in

the transmitter (base) device. The third coil, referred to
herein as a ’Quadrature’ coil, is positioned centrally
above the ’Double D’ on the same side of the magnetically
permeable core. The ’Quadrature’ coil allows power to
be extracted from the vertical component of the magnetic
field intercepted by the receiver device in addition to the
horizontal component, which is extracted by the ’Double
D.’ As for a solenoid coil structure, the ’Double D’ has
tolerance to misalignment between the transmitter and
receiver devices in the direction perpendicular to their
magnetic moment but less tolerance to misalignment in
the direction parallel to their magnetic moment. The triple
coil arrangement built of a ’Double D’ (DD) and a ’Quad-
rature’ (Q) in the vehicle pad may improve the tolerance
of the IPT system in the parallel direction, thus increasing
the overall tolerance of the system to misalignment in
any direction.
[0053] One aspect of examples described herein are
directed to coil structures that improve the ability to
achieve low emission levels (e.g., EMF exposure levels
below ICNIRP’98 reference levels or radio frequency in-
terference levels e.g., below limits as defined by Euro-
pean Norm EN 300330 or FCC part 15) while performing
charging of electric vehicles. For example, certain exam-
ples may achieve low emission levels, even where a ve-
hicle underbody is metallic and/or includes a metallic
shield and/or if ground structure includes electrically well
conducting materials e.g., ferrous bars in a ferroconcrete
ground.
[0054] Horizontal planar conductive structures above
the vehicle pad and below the base pad generally may
not substantially suppress magnetic fields at some posi-
tions where people may be located in normal use cases.
In contrast, they may act as a magnetic flux channel in-
creasing the magnetic flux density at these locations, if
compared to a system operated in absence of such con-
ductive structures.
[0055] As opposed to a ’circular’ single coil pad, the
conductive back plate and any extension thereof that may
surround the magnetic structure of the pad such as dis-
closed in US publication No. US 2010/0109604 or other
conductive surface such as the vehicle steel underbody
or any other additional underbody shielding or conductive
ground structure may not help to suppress emission lev-
els at critical locations except in the vehicles interior (pas-
senger compartment). This may related to the magnetic
field boundary conditions. Magnetic field components
perpendicular to a well conductive surface do not sub-
stantially exist. They are cancelled by the induced eddy
currents (Lenz law).
[0056] To effectively cancel horizontal flux splaying out
beneath the vehicle, vertical conductive shields may be
used. If mounted at bottom of the vehicle, such shielding
may require mechanical means for retraction (e.g., flaps,
metal skirts), which may be considered impractical, un-
reliable, too expensive, and unaesthetic.
[0057] ’Circular’ pads may have the potential for low
emissions, in accordance with various embodiments de-
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scribed herein. The base pad 302 and vehicle pad 316
of FIG. 3 shows one example of ’circular’ configurations.
Furthermore, ’Double D’ or solenoid coil structures (not
shown) on magnetic cores may provide more tolerance
to alignment offset and thus more degree of freedom for
vehicle parking.
[0058] Low emission levels may be provided by sub-
stantially perfectly aligned ’Circular’ pads (e.g., a coaxial
coil arrangement) providing high degree of symmetry.
Any asymmetry e.g., due to alignment offset may gener-
ate a horizontal magnetic moment that may not be can-
celled by the shielding structure and may increase emis-
sions as measured in the surrounding of the vehicle.
[0059] FIG. 4 is a plot illustrating exemplary values of
a coupling coefficient k as a function of an alignment off-
set in x- and y-direction in accordance with the embodi-
ment of the pads 302 and 314 shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 4
illustrates an exemplary relationship between the cou-
pling coefficient k and an alignment offset for a given air
gap height defined as the base pad surface-to-vehicle
pad surface. The air gap height may take into account
some thickness for the enclosure of the pads 302 and
314. FIG. 4 illustrates that a relatively fast decay of cou-
pling may occur with increasing offset in x- and y- direc-
tion. This behavior may be at least in part a result of the
circular coil geometry as shown in FIG. 3.
[0060] FIG. 5 is a plot illustrating exemplary values of
primary current variation as a function of an offset in the
x- and y- direction in accordance with the embodiment
of the pads 302 and 314 shown in FIG. 3. The values
shown in FIG. 5 assume a constant power delivered to
the load, a constant secondary-side load voltage (electric
vehicle battery), and a non-adaptive wireless power re-
ceiver using a simple passive rectifier for reasons of cir-
cuit complexity and cost, so that the secondary resonant
current remains substantially constant over the desired
x and y offset range. FIG. 5 illustrates that primary current
variation may vary significantly based at least in part on
alignment of coils for the circular coil geometry as shown
in FIG. 3. For example, as an exemplary value, FIG. 5
illustrates a current variation of about 40% for an partic-
ular offset radius, defining the normalized primary current
variation as 

[0061] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a charging sys-
tem 600 including a vehicle pad 614 arranged above a
base pad 602, in accordance with an example. The base
pad 602 includes a conductive back plate 660 (e.g.,
shield) and a magnetic material 650 (e.g., ferrite struc-
ture). A ’Double D’ coil (hereinafter referred to as ’DD-
coil’) comprises coils 604b and 604a (hereinafter referred
to as DD-coil 604a-b with reference to FIG. 6) that rest
substantially directly on the magnetic material 650 of the
base pad 602. The DD-coil 604a-b may be formed of two

loops 616a and 616b each enclosing a respective area.
In accordance with examples the DD-coil 604a-b may be
formed of either separate coils 616a and 616b or a single
conductive structure such as any conductive material
wound or formed in such a way as to comprise two loops
enclosing respective areas. The vehicle pad 614 also
includes a conductive back plate (e.g., shield) 662 and
a magnetic material 652. The vehicle pad 614 includes
a DD-coil 616a and 616b (hereinafter referred to as DD-
coil 616a-b) that is positioned directly on the magnetic
material 652. The vehicle pad 614 further includes an
additional coil 616c. When used in addition to the DD-
coil 616a-b, the coil 616c may be referred to as a ’Quad-
rature’ coil (hereinafter referred to as ’Q-coil’). In some
embodiments, the coil 616c is further referred to as a
’circular’ coil when wound to enclose a single area. Q-
coil 616c is positioned on the DD-coil 616a-b. As shown
in FIG. 6, a width of the Q-coil 616c is substantially the
same as the width of the magnetic material 652. The
length of the Q-coil 616c is substantially shorter than the
length of the magnetic material 652.
[0062] Emission levels and misalignment tolerance
may be fundamentally related. Achieving minimum emis-
sions and high tolerance at the same time may be difficult.
This may be considered as a dilemma of inductive power
transfer under tight emission constraints.
[0063] However, according to embodiments described
below, there may be an acceptable trade-off between
emissions and tolerance. In an embodiment, a ’circular’
coil structure (e.g., Q-coil 616c of FIG. 6) may be used
that is supported in offset conditions when positioned par-
ticularly with respect to a second coil structure that gen-
erates a substantially horizontal magnetic moment. This
second arrangement may be a DD-coil (e.g., DD-coil
616a-b of FIG. 6) that may be a part of the base pad or
of the vehicle pad or of both. Operating as a receiver,
this second structure extracts the horizontal component
of the magnetic flux that intercepts the energy receiving
pad. Configured as a wireless power transmitter, this sec-
ond coil arrangement generates a magnetic field that al-
lows energy be extracted by a ’circular’ coil of the wireless
power receiver in offset conditions.
[0064] A pad using a Q-coil 616c a DD-coil 616a-b may
be referred to a DDQ-type of pad. A pad 662 that can
generate both a vertical and horizontal magnetic moment
or that can pick-up both a vertical and horizontal flux com-
ponent may be referred to herein as a cross-polar pad
as it supports both a vertical and a horizontal polarization.
[0065] FIG. 7 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
inductive power transfer system 700 including a base
pad 702 and a vehicle pad 714. The base pad 702 com-
prises a coil 704 having a ’circular’ geometry positioned
above a magnetic material 750 (e.g., ferrite structure).
The magnetic material 750 is positioned above a con-
ductive back plate 760. The vehicle pad 714 also includes
a conductive back plate 762. The vehicle pad 714 is a
cross-polar pad and is configured to pick-up both a ver-
tical and horizontal flux component and supports both a
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vertical and horizontal polarization. To this effect, the ve-
hicle pad 714 includes a DD-coil 716a-b and a Q-coil
716c. The Q-coil 716c is positioned between the mag-
netic material 752 and the DD-coil 716a-b. The DD-coil
716a-b may be formed of either separate coils 716a and
716b or a single conductive structure such as a single
coil wound to include two loops 716a and 716b enclosing
respective areas.
[0066] Since emissions from a horizontally polarized
magnetic structure (e.g., the DD-coil 716a-b) tend to be
more significant, the use of the horizontally polarized
magnetic structure (e.g., the DD-coil 716c) may be a ’gap
filler’ to enhance/boost system performance in offset con-
ditions where coupling in a purely vertically polarized sys-
tem typically degrades. This may be accomplished by
adequately dimensioning of the coils and by controlling
the pad currents such that the resulting stray magnetic
fields are minimized at points of interest, in accordance
with the embodiments described herein. Since an em-
phasis may be on the ’circular’ or Q-coil 716c rather than
on the DD-coil 716a-b (assuming a DDQ-type of pad),
corresponding embodiments described herein are re-
ferred to a QDD-pad.
[0067] At least one benefit from a cross-polar arrange-
ment (e.g., the vehicle pad coils 716a-b and 716c) may
be smaller pad current variation resulting in less stress
and thus lower losses in power conversion if power de-
livered to the load is maintained constant in all offset con-
ditions within the specified tolerance range. Otherwise
stated, by using a cross-polar coil arrangement, varia-
tions in operational or loaded Quality-factor (hereinafter
Q-factor) of the system may be reduced and/or minimized
rendering the system more robust to detuning and loss
effects as they may occur in a real environment of a ve-
hicle or ground installation. The use of a cross-polar mag-
netic structure (e.g., the vehicle pad coils 716a-b and
716c) may avoid use or relax requirements of additional
lossy circuitry for adaptive impedance tuning and match-
ing. By using a cross-polar approach, such extra circuitry
may be reserved e.g., mainly for the purposes of adapting
the system to different air gap heights and/or different
loading conditions as resulting from a vehicle battery
changing its voltage over the charge cycle. In accordance
with the embodiments described with reference to FIGs.
3-7 and otherwise herein, the term ’circular’ coil may be
used for a single coil structure of any geometry that gen-
erates a substantially vertically polarized magnetic mo-
ment. A ’circular’ coil may have e.g., a circular, square
or substantially rectangular geometry. The term ’circular’
pad may be used for any pad that integrates a ’circular’
coil. A ’circular’ pad as well as its shield member and its
magnetic core member may have e.g., a circular, square
or rectangular geometry.
[0068] As described with reference to FIGs. 3-7 and
otherwise herein, the term ’Double D’ or ’DD’ may be
used to designate a double coil structure and may be
configured to generate a substantially horizontally polar-
ized magnetic moment.

[0069] As described with reference to FIGs. 3-7 and
otherwise herein, the term ’DDQ’ or ’QDD’ is used herein
to describe a triple coil arrangement that is configured to
generate both a vertically and horizontally polarized mag-
netic moment.
[0070] As described with reference to FIGs. 3-7 and
otherwise herein, the term ’monolithic’ is used herein to
describe a magnetic core structure that is composed of
at least one block of a high permeability magnetic mate-
rial e.g., ferrite, wherein in case of a plurality of blocks
(e.g., Ferrite tiles), gaps between blocks are small rela-
tive to the size of the blocks e.g., <10% of their length
and <10% of their width so that the structure excerpts a
similar effect as a true monolithic structure.
[0071] As described above, the base pad 702 of FIG.
7 comprises a ’circular’ coil configuration while the vehi-
cle pad 714 is a ’QDD’-type of vehicle pad having a Q-
coil 716c and a DD-coil 716a-b.FIG. 7 further shows a
coordinate system (x, y).
[0072] The vehicle pad 714 is configured such that the
emphasis is on the Q-coil 716c rather than on the DD-
coil 716a-b. This is expressed at least by the following
exemplary properties. First, the area of the Q-coil 716c
is larger relative to the pad area (for example as com-
pared to the Q-coil 616c shown in FIG. 6The larger area
of the Q-coil 716c relative to the pad area is defined by
a vertical position substantially directly adjacent to the
magnetic core (see profile in FIG. 7) both increasing in-
ductance, native Q-factor, and coupling. Second, the
width of the Q-coil 716c is reduced relative to the width
of the magnetic core 752 (e.g., the width of the Q-coil
716c is less than the width of the magnetic core 752). In
an aspect, the reduced width of the Q-coil 716c reduces
losses in the conductive back plate 762 and in any con-
ductive structure that may surround the vehicle pad 714
(e.g., back plate 762 and the vehicle steel underbody),
which in turn increases the coil’s native Q-factor. Third,
the Q-coil 716c is positioned between the magnetic core
752 and the DD-coil 716a-b. The DD-coil 716a-b sits on
top of the Q-coil 716c distant by at least the thickness of
the Q-coil 716c from the magnetic core 752. In an aspect,
this positioning at least in part compromises the perform-
ance of the DD-coil 716a-b coil in favor of the Q-coil 716c.
[0073] Systems relying mainly on a DD-coil configura-
tion may generally benefit from a relatively strong cou-
pling. ’Circular’-based systems generally may experi-
ence weaker coupling, therefore having coil structures
optimized also in terms of native Q-factor, given that ef-
ficiency is a function of the product of coupling coefficient
and the geometric mean of the primary and secondary
Q-factor. This may lead to different geometries and
above distinctive features.
[0074] FIG. 8 is a plot of exemplary values of primary
current variation as a function of an alignment offset of
base and vehicle pads 702 and 714 of FIG. 7. As in FIG.
5, the values illustrate exemplary primary current varia-
tion based on the assumption that, when active, the res-
onant currents of both the DD-coil 716a-b and Q-coil 716c
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stay substantially constant over the desired x- and y-off-
set range and that the DD-coil 716a-b is active only for
x-offsets substantially greater than a threshold.
[0075] For smaller x-offsets, the DD-coil 716a-b may
be assumed in certain embodiments to be deactivated
or decoupled so that there is substantially no current on
the DD-coil 716a-b. The exemplary values shown in FIG.
8 assumes that the DD-coil 716a-b is deactivated. In cer-
tain embodiments, the DD-coil 716a-b is selectively de-
coupled based on the alignment offset. Selective decou-
pling of the DD-coil 716a-b based on the alignment offset
generally improves efficiency at those offset points where
the DD-coil 716a-b cannot contribute substantially to the
overall energy transfer. It is noted that in accordance with
embodiments described herein, either the Q-coil 716c or
the DD-coil 716a-b may be selectively deactivated based
on coupling measurements. For example as just noted,
in a situation where the DD-coil 716a-b cannot contribute
substantially to the overall energy transfer, other losses
when activated may reduce overall efficiency. As such,
efficiency may be increased by de-activating the DD-coil
716a-b in this situation. It is noted that given the above
assumptions, currents of both Q-coil 716c and DD-coil
716a-b (thus power losses) stay substantially constant
as well, independently of their contribution to power
transfer. Therefore, coil decoupling may be considered
an effective way to optimize efficiency. Instead of hard
decoupling, soft combining or soft coupling of the two coil
configurations, the Q-coil 716c and the DD-coil 716a-b,
may be provided. In such case, power contribution by
each coil 716c and 716a-b may be controlled individually
by selectively adapting the load resistance as seen for
example at each rectifier input e.g., using a controlled
rectifier e.g., a synchronous rectifier.
[0076] FIG. 8 illustrates the effect of the DD-coil 716a-
b of FIG. 7 substantially reducing primary current varia-
tion in the x-offset direction to on the order of 10% in
accordance with one exemplary embodiment, anticipat-
ing that the system may cope with x-offsets exceeding
150 mm or more or with an asymmetric offset tolerance
requirement (e.g., an elliptical tolerance area rather than
a circular). The overall current variation for an equal tol-
erance requirement in x- and y-direction may be similar
with respect to the overall current variation with respect
to that of the pad configuration of FIG. 7.
[0077] FIG. 9 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
inductive power transfer system 900 including another
embodiment of a base pad 902 and a vehicle pad 914,
in accordance with an embodiment. FIG. 9 further shows
a definition of a coordinate system (x, y). The vehicle pad
914 is configured similarly as the vehicle pad 714 of FIG.
7 and includes a Q-coil 916c positioned between a mag-
netic material 952 (e.g., ferrite structure) and a DD-coil
916a-b. The base pad 902 shown in FIG. 9 is of a ’circular’
base pad configuration with a rectangular form factor.
The base pad 902 is slightly larger in length but signifi-
cantly smaller in width and in area compared to the ’cir-
cular’ pad of FIG. 3 and FIG. 7, and the ’QDD’-pad of

FIG. 6. The base pad 902 includes a coil 904 have a
substantially rectangular geometry positioned above a
magnetic material 950. The magnetic material 950 is po-
sitioned above a conductive back plate 960. The mag-
netic material 950 and the conductive back plate 960
have rectangular geometries. In some aspects, the ’cir-
cular-rectangular’ base pad 902 shown in FIG. 9 may
have improved performance with respect to primary cur-
rent variation with respect to pad configuration of FIG. 7.
[0078] As described above, the DD-coil 916a-b is con-
figured to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic field.
The DD-coil 916a-b has a length greater than a width
and includes a first portion of electrically conductive ma-
terial wound to enclose a first area having a first center
point and a second portion of electrically conductive ma-
terial wound to enclose a second area having a second
center point. The first and second portions have lower
surfaces that are substantially co-planar. The DD-coil
916a-b has a first edge and a second edge each inter-
secting a geometric line along the length of the DD-coil
916a-b. The Q-coil 916c is positioned between the DD-
coil 916a-b and a magnetic material (e.g., the magnetic
material 950 or other material having similar properties
to a magnetic material 950). The Q-coil 916c is further
configured to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic
field. The Q-coil 916c comprises electrically conductive
material wound to enclose a third area having a third
center point. The Q-coil 916c further has a length greater
than a width. The length of the Q-coil 916c is substantially
equal to at least a distance along the geometric line be-
tween the first edge and the second edge of the DD-coil
916a-b.
[0079] FIG. 10 is a plot illustrating exemplary values
of a coupling coefficient k as a function of an alignment
offset in the x- and y-direction in accordance with the pad
configurations of FIGs. 7 and 9. FIG. 10 illustrates the
effect of the rectangular shape of the base pad 902 of
FIG. 9 by comparing coupling between base pad 902 and
both the Q-coil 716c of the ’QDD’ vehicle pad 714 for the
pad configuration of FIG. 7 (i.e., ’circular’ and ’QDD’) and
the Q-coil 916c of FIG. 9 (’circular-rectangular’ and
’QDD’). Whilst coupling coefficient may decay similarly
for x- and y-offsets for the pad configuration of FIG. 7
there is a substantially flat course in y-direction and a
faster decay in x-direction for the pad configuration of
FIG. 9 using the rectangular-shaped base pad 902. As
shown by these exemplary values, the behavior matches
advantageously with a ’QDD’-arrangement on the vehi-
cle side, if the axis of polarization of the DD-coil 916a-b
is substantially perpendicularly oriented to the longer axis
of the base pad 902, in accordance with FIG. 9. In the
configuration of FIG. 9, the DD-coil 916a-b compensates
for the faster decay of coupling in x-direction, whilst there
is no need for any compensation in the y-direction.
[0080] FIG. 11 is a plot of exemplary values of primary
current variation as a function of an alignment offset of
base and vehicle pads 902 and 914 of FIG. 9. Again, it
is assumed that the secondary-side resonant currents
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stay substantially constant over the desired x- and y-off-
set range and that the DD-coil 916a-b is used only for x-
offsets greater than a threshold. As described above with
reference to FIG. 7, for smaller x-offsets, it may be as-
sumed in certain embodiments that the DD-coil 916a-b
may be deactivated so that there is substantially no cur-
rent on the DD-coil 916a-b. In FIG. 11, the DD-coil 916a-
b is assumed to be deactivated for x-offsets smaller than
a threshold. FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary total primary
current variation due to horizontal pad misalignment may
be on the order of 20% according to one embodiment,
which may be on the order of half of that achievable with
a pad configuration, for example, similar to that shown
in FIG. 3 in some situations.
[0081] The ’QDD’ arrangement as shown in the vehicle
pads 714 and 914 shown in FIGs. 7 and 9 provides some
degree of freedom in the current configuration, which
may be used to control emissions as measured e.g.,
along the rim of a vehicle or in particular magnetic field
’hot spots’ which are considered critical for the safety of
the system. Emission control may be accomplished by
changing a relative amplitude and/or phase of a current
of one of the coils 916a, 916b, or 916c. Using current
control, exposure levels can be substantially reduced
e.g., to achieve ICNIRP’98 compliance with respect to
reference levels.
[0082] In some embodiments, the relative direction
(relative phase) of the currents in the Q-coil 916c and in
the DD-coil 916a-b is chosen to reduce magnetic field
strength at a worst case position (’hot spot’).
[0083] FIGs. 12A, 12B, and 12C are diagrams of ex-
emplary pads 1214 (e.g., corresponding to the vehicle
pad 914 of FIG. 9) showing exemplary current flow for a
Q-coil 1216c and the DD-coil 1216a-b. The pads 1214
include a Q-coil 1216c that is positioned between a mag-
netic material 1250 (e.g., ferrite structure) and a DD-coil
1216a-b. FIG. 12A shows an arrow 1240 that indicates
a relative current direction with respect to a position for
one of the coils 1216a of the DD-coil 1216a-b. FIG. 12B
shows an arrow 1242 that indicates a relative current
direction with respect to position for the other coil 1216b
of the DD-coil 1216a-b. FIG. 12C shows an arrow 1244
that indicates a relative current direction with respect to
the Q-coil 1216c of a pad. It is noted that the coil config-
urations shown in FIGs. 12A, 12B, and 12C may be used
for either a vehicle pad or base pad.
[0084] Though currents are alternating with high fre-
quency, a current direction in a relative sense may be
assigned to each coil 1216a, 1216b, and 1216c, e.g., the
polarity of the induced voltage.
[0085] In one embodiment, emissions may be reduced
by using fixed connections of the coils’ terminals to the
power converters. It is noted that polarity of a DD-coil
1216a-b and thus current direction changes its sign (180
degrees change of phase) relative to the Q-coil 1216c
when the vehicle pad is moved in x-direction from a neg-
ative offset to a positive offset, since coupling coefficient
will change its sign. This effect may work collaboratively

as the field hot spot (maximum) may also move e.g., from
the left side of the vehicle 112 (FIG. 1) to the right side
of the vehicle 112 requiring relative direction of currents
to be reversed for minimum field strength.
[0086] In another embodiment, current direction may
be dynamically altered by changing polarity of the induc-
tion coils 1216a, 1216b, or 1216c using a reverser switch.
[0087] As already described above, current control in
a ’QDD’ coil arrangement may be also employed for re-
ducing power losses.
[0088] FIG. 13 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
embodiment of a pad 1302, in accordance with an em-
bodiment. While the pad 1302 may be configured as a
base or vehicle pad, the pad 1302 may be particularly
configured for use as a base pad in accordance with an
embodiment. FIG. 13 shows the structure of a ’circular-
rectangular’ pad 1302 (e.g., similarly as described above
with reference to the base pad 902 of FIG. 9) in accord-
ance with an embodiment, and shows some of the di-
mensions that may be defined and configured for the pad
1302. The longer side of the rectangular pad 1302 may
be referred to as the length. The shorter side of the pad
1302 is therefore referred to as the width. The pad 1302
includes a coil 1304 having a rectangular geometry. In
accordance with an embodiment, the coil 1304 may be
formed from Litz wire coil. The coil 1304 has an outer
length that is defined by dimension 1374 and an inner
length defined by dimension 1372. Furthermore, the coil
1304 has an outer width defined by dimension 1384 and
an inner width defined by dimension 1382. The coil 1304
is positioned above a magnetic material 1350 (e.g., ferrite
structure) having a length defined by dimension 1376
and a width defined by dimension 1386. The magnetic
material 1350 is positioned above a conductive back
plate 1360 having a length defined by dimension 1378
and a width defined by dimension 1388. In addition, the
pad 1302 may include a first insulating layer 1362 be-
tween the conductive shield 1360 and the magnetic ma-
terial 1350. The pad 1302 may also include an insulating
layer 1364 between the magnetic material 1350 and the
coil 1350.
[0089] FIG. 14 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
embodiment of a pad 1414, in accordance with an em-
bodiment. While the pad 1414 may be configured as a
base or vehicle pad, the pad 1414 may be particularly
configured for use as a vehicle pad in accordance with
an embodiment. FIG. 14 shows an embodiment of the
structure of a ’QDD’-type of pad 1414 (similar to the ve-
hicle pad 914 of FIG. 9) in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment, and shows some of the dimensions that
may be defined and configured for the pad 1414. The
longer side of the rectangular pad 1414 may be referred
to as the length. The shorter side of the pad 1414 is there-
fore referred to as the width. The pad 1414 includes a Q-
coil 1416c having a rectangular geometry. In accordance
with an embodiment, the coil 1416c may be formed from
Litz wire coil. The Q-coil 1416c may be a conductive
structure comprising conductive material configured to
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be wound to enclose an inner portion having a center
point. The length of the Q-coil 1416c is defined by dimen-
sion 1424 and the width of the Q-coil 1416c is defined
by dimension 1446. In addition, a distance along the
length of the Q-coil 1416c of an edge of the Q-coil 1416
along the length to an edge of an inner region is defined
by dimension 1432. A distance along the width of the Q-
coil 1416c of an edge of the Q-coil 1416 along the width
to an edge of the inner region is defined by dimension
1444.
[0090] The Q-coil 1415c is positioned between a DD-
coil 1416a-b and a magnetic material 1450 (e.g., ferrite
structure). The DD-coil 1416a-b may be considered to
have at least two loops of conductive material wound to
enclose two inner regions having two center points. The
length of each portion of the DD-coil 1416a-b is defined
by dimension 1422. The width of each portion of the DD-
coil 1416a-b is defined by dimension 1448. In addition,
a distance along the length of the DD-coil 1416a-b of an
edge of the DD-coil 1416a-b along the length to an edge
of an inner region is defined by dimension 1430. A dis-
tance along the length of the DD-coil 1416a-b of a point
dividing the two portions of the DD-coil 1416a-b and an
opposite edge of the inner region is defined by dimension
1434. Furthermore, a distance along the width of the DD-
coil 1416a-b of an edge of the DD-coil 1416a-b along the
width to an edge of the inner region is defined by dimen-
sion 1442. The magnetic material 1450 has a length de-
fined by dimension 1426 and a width defined by dimen-
sion 1448. The magnetic material 1450 is positioned
above a conductive back plate 1460 having a length de-
fined by dimension 1428 and a width defined by dimen-
sion 1440. The center points of each of the conductive
back plate 1460, the magnetic material 1450, the Q-coil
1416c, and the DD-coil 1416a-b are aligned. The thick-
ness of the pad 1414 is defined by dimension 1420.
[0091] As described above, the DD-coil 1416a-b is
configured to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic
field. The DD-coil 1416a-b has a length greater than a
width and includes a first loop of electrically conductive
material wound to enclose a first area having a first center
point and a second loop of electrically conductive mate-
rial wound to enclose a second area having a second
center point. The first and second loops have lower sur-
faces that are substantially co-planar. The DD-coil
1416a-b has a first edge and a second edge each inter-
secting a geometric line along the length of the DD-coil
1416a-b. The Q-coil 1416c is positioned between the DD-
coil 1416a-b and a magnetic material (e.g., the magnetic
material 1450 or other material having similar properties
to a magnetic material 1450). The Q-coil 1416c is further
configured to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic
field. The Q-coil 1416c comprises electrically conductive
material wound to enclose a third area having a third
center point. The Q-coil 1416c further has a length great-
er than a width. The length of the Q-coil 1416c is sub-
stantially equal to at least a distance along the geometric
line between the first edge and the second edge of the

DD-coil 1416a-b.
[0092] The pad 1414 may further include an insulating
layer 1462 positioned between the conductive back plate
1460 and the magnetic material 1450. The pad 1414 may
further include an insulating layer 1464 positioned be-
tween the magnetic material 1450 and the Q-coil 1416c.
The pad 1414 may further include an insulating layer
1466 between the Q-coil 1416c and the DD-coil 1416a-b.
[0093] FIG. 15A is a top and profile view of an exem-
plary inductive power transfer system 1500 including an-
other embodiment of a base pad 1502 and a vehicle pad
1514, in accordance with an embodiment. FIG. 15 further
shows a definition of a coordinate system (x, y). The ve-
hicle pad 1514 is configured similarly as the vehicle pad
914 of FIG. 9 and includes a Q-coil 1516c positioned
between a magnetic material 1552 (e.g., ferrite structure)
and a DD-coil 1516a-b. The pad configuration comprises
a ’QDD’-type of base pad 1502 and a ’QDD’-type of ve-
hicle pad 1514. The base pad 1502 includes a DD-coil
1504a-b and a Q-coil 1504c. The DD-coil 1504a is ar-
ranged substantially in the same plane as the Q-coil
1504c, using the free space as given by the opening of
the Q-coil 1504c. Thus, the overall thickness of the pad
remains the same.
[0094] In accordance with the coil configuration of FIG.
15A, the performance of the base pad DD-coil 1504a-b
is configured to be "compromised" in favor of the Q-coil
1504c, which is in accordance with emphasizing the Q-
coil 1504 as described above with reference to FIG. 7.
Moreover, the polarization of the magnetic moment of
the DD coil 1504a-b is perpendicular relative to the ve-
hicle pad DD-coil 1516a-b. This configuration may pro-
vide increased misalignment tolerance and/or flatness of
coupling (primary current) vs. offset in y-direction when
selectively driven in terms of current amplitude and phase
from a dual channel power source.
[0095] FIG. 15B is a top and profile view of an exem-
plary vehicle pad 1514B that may be used in an inductive
power transfer system, in accordance with an embodi-
ment. FIG. 15B shows an example of a vehicle pad 1514B
that may be configured similarly as the based pad 1502
of FIG. 15A. For example, the vehicle pad 1514B includes
a DD-coil 1516B-a-b and a Q-coil 1516B-c. The DD-coil
1516B-a-b is arranged substantially in the same plane
as the Q-coil 1516B-c, using the free space as given by
the opening of the Q-coil 1516B-c. The vehicle pad 1514B
is configured to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic
field generated by any of the base pad configurations
described above.
[0096] FIG. 16 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
inductive power transfer system 1600 including another
embodiment of a base pad 1602 and a vehicle pad 1614,
in accordance with an embodiment. The vehicle pad
1614 is configured similarly as the vehicle pad 914 of
FIG. 9 and includes a Q-coil 1616c positioned between
a magnetic material 1652 (e.g., ferrite structure) and a
DD-coil 1616a-b. The pad configuration of FIG. 16 in-
cludes a ’QDD’-type base pad 1602 and a ’QDD’-type
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vehicle pad 1604. The base pad 1602 includes a DD-coil
1504a-b and a Q-coil 1504c. Similar to the configuration
of the vehicle pad 1614, the base pad Q-coil 1604c is
positioned between the DD-coil 1604a-b and the mag-
netic material 1650. Moreover, as described above, the
base pad Q-coil 1604c is larger relative the area of the
base pad 1602 such that a length of the Q-coil 1604c
spans a length of edges of the DD-coil 1604a-b.
[0097] In accordance with the embodiments described
with reference to FIGs. 7-16, the pad configurations may
be used to meet a desired alignment tolerance in both
the x and y direction while allowing for reduced emis-
sions.
[0098] In addition, the configurations as described
herein may provide for designing a pad to meet a desired
alignment tolerance while avoiding significant amounts
of simulation for confirmation. Stated another way, using
the basic geometry of the pads described above (e.g.,
with reference to FIGs. 9, 13, 14, 15, and 16) may allow
for selecting particular dimensions according to the gen-
eral geometry that will result in a particular alignment
tolerance. If the general geometry of a pad is based on
the geometry of the pads described above (e.g., with ref-
erence to FIG. 9), significant testing and/or simulation
may not be needed to confirm that a desired alignment
tolerance is met. This is further described below.
[0099] FIG. 17 shows the inductive power transfer sys-
tem of FIG. 9 with information for dimensioning of the
base pad 1704 and vehicle pad 1714 to achieve a se-
lected alignment tolerance, in accordance with an em-
bodiment. The base pad coil 1704 has a rectangular form
factor having a width a. The length of the base pad coil
1704 may be defined by the width a plus a value b. In
accordance with an embodiment, the lengths a and b
may be chosen such that they substantially satisfy the
’golden’ ratio such that: 

[0100] A particular alignment tolerance may be a func-
tion of this dimensioning, such that designing a pad to
satisfy this ratio may result in a pad with a predictable
alignment tolerance. In addition, in some embodiments,
the magnetic material extends beyond rectangular base
pad coil by substantially 0.15∗a in both dimensions.
[0101] The vehicle pad 1714 formed of the Q+DD coils
716a-b and 716c also has a rectangular form factor hav-
ing a width c and a length defined by c plus another value
d. In accordance with an embodiment, the lengths c and
d may be chosen such that they substantially satisfy the
’golden’ ratio such that 

[0102] Accordingly a vehicle pad 1714 dimensioned
per the above ratio may allow for easily determining an
alignment tolerance without engaging in significant test-
ing. In some embodiments, the length of the vehicle pad
1714 c + d is substantially equal to the width w of the
base pad 1704. As described above, the Q-coil 1716c is
positioned directly on the magnetic material (e.g., ≈1 mil-
limeter air gap) where the Q-coil 1716c is about 95% of
the size of the magnetic material 1752, while the DD-coil
1716a-b is about the size of the magnetic material 1752.
[0103] With reference to FIG.s 7 and 9, for example,
embodiments having a base pad 902 with a ’circular’ coil
904 (e.g., circular or rectangular form factor enclosing a
single area) may allow for low emissions. The ’circular’
coil 904 in the base pad 902 generates a vertically po-
larized magnetic moment with a doughnut shaped stray
field that is effectively suppressed by the base pad’s met-
al conductive back plate 960 and by the underbody metal
of the vehicle 112 (FIG. 1) or by any additional shield
structure. In contrast, the DD or ’solenoid’ structure gen-
erates a horizontal moment with a leakage field that is
"squeezed" out by horizontal metallic surfaces particu-
larly in case of a ferroconcrete ground. Expanding a y-
dimension of the ’circular’ base pad 902 to form the rec-
tangular form factor may increase alignment offset toler-
ance in y-direction, but reduces tolerance in x-direction.
The shortage in the x-tolerance may then be compen-
sated for, using the supplementary DD-coil 916a-b struc-
ture in the vehicle pad 914 (e.g., supplementary to the
Q-coil 916c). The DD-coil 916a-b, which may be poten-
tially a source of significant emissions is operated with a
reduced ampere-turn, but sufficient for achieving re-
quired x-tolerance. The current direction of the DD-coil
916a-b relative to the Q-coil 916c is chosen such that
magnetic field components as generated by the Q-coil
916c and DD-coil 916a-b at particular locations (e.g., field
"hot spots") tend to substantially cancel out The Q-coil
916c and the DD-coil 916a-b may be positioned such
that substantially zero mutual coupling exists between
the Q-coil 916c and the DD-coil 916a-b. For example, a
time-varying signal in the Q-coil 916c may not substan-
tially induce any voltage in the DD-coil 916a-b as a result
of the time-varying signal in the Q-coil 916c. Similarly, a
time-varying signal in the DD-coil 916a-b may not sub-
stantially induce any voltage in the Q-coil 916a-b as result
of the time-varying signal in the DD-coil 916a-b.
[0104] In addition, magnetic flux density of the base
pad may be lower, e.g., on the order of 30%, as compared
to a DD base pad 602 (FIG. 6) that may relax sensitivity
requirements foreign objection detection.
[0105] FIG. 18 shows alignment of a vehicle pad 1814
as in FIG. 9 over a ’circular-rectangular’ base pad 1802
as in FIG. 9. In FIG. 18, the DD-Q vehicle pad 1814 is
shown aligned over the base pad 1802. As shown, a lon-
gitudinal axis of the DD-Q vehicle pad 1814 is perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the base pad 1802. Stat-
ed another way a geometric line running along the length
(i.e., longer dimension) of the vehicle pad 1814 is per-
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pendicular to a geometric line running along the length
(i.e., longer dimension) of the base pad 1802.
[0106] FIG. 19 is a top view of an exemplary base pad
1902 as in FIG. 9, in accordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 19 further illustrates information for dimensioning a
base pad 1902 for determining an alignment tolerance.
FIG. 19 shows a circular rectangular base pad 1902 hav-
ing a ’circular-rectangular’ coil 1904 positioned above a
magnetic material 1950 (e.g., ferrite structure). The mag-
netic material 1950 is positioned above a conductive
back plate 1960. The ’circular-rectangular’ coil 1904 has
exemplary rectangular dimensions of A from the centers
of each side of the coil 1904 along the width. The ’circular-
rectangular’ coil 1904 further as a dimension of B defining
the window length (e.g., length of the area enclosed by
the coil 1904) in the y-direction. A center point 1982 is
shown collectively defined as the center of a rectangle
covering the surface area of the pad 1902.
[0107] FIG. 20 is a top and profile view of an exemplary
vehicle pad 2014 as in FIG. 9, in accordance with an
embodiment. FIG. 20, in conjunction with FIG. 19, further
illustrates information for dimensioning a vehicle pad
2104 for determining an alignment tolerance. FIG. 20
shows the layers of a DDQ vehicle pad 2014 with exem-
plary dimensions to form the rectangular vehicle pad
2014. The vehicle pad includes a conductive back plate
2062 and a magnetic material 2052 (e.g., ferrite struc-
ture). In a first layer, a Q-coil 2016c is positioned above
the magnetic material 2052. The Q-coil has a rectangular
geometry where C defines the width of the window width
(e.g., width of area enclosed) of the Q-coil 2016c. In a
second layer, a DD-coil 2016a-b is positioned above the
Q-coil 2106c. A center point 2082 is shown collectively
defined as the center of a rectangle covering the surface
area of the pad 2014. As shown, the width of the windows
(e.g., areas enclosed by the DD-coil) is at least as wide
as the dimension C.
[0108] FIGs. 21A and 21B are diagrams illustrating the
alignment tolerance of an inductive power transfer sys-
tem when the vehicle pad 2114 as in FIG. 20 is aligned
over the base pad 2102 as in FIG. 19. The region 2180
defined by the arrows shows the alignment tolerance re-
gion of the system where sufficient coupling between the
coils of the pads 2102 and 2216 is achieved. As indicated
in FIG. 21A, according to the dimensions described with
respect to FIGs. 19 and 20, the system alignment toler-
ance when moving in the y-direction is defined by sub-
stantially plus or minus one-half multiplied by the value
of B-C. In addition, as indicated in FIG. 21B, according
to the dimensions described with respect to FIGs. 19 and
20, the system alignment tolerance in the x-direction is
be defined by substantially plus or minus one-half multi-
plied by the value of A. In accordance, by using dimen-
sioning according to the pad configurations described
with reference to FIGs. 19 and 20, the alignment toler-
ance may be readily determined. Significant testing and
simulation may not be needed.
[0109] Stated another way, the alignment tolerance re-

gion 2180 may be defined by a substantially rectangular
region. This alignment tolerance region 2180 may corre-
spond to a region in which an amount of power transfer
is above a threshold (e.g., coupling between the vehicle
pad 2114 and the base pad 2102 is above a threshold).
The threshold may correspond to an amount of power
sufficient to charge a load in accordance with the em-
bodiments described herein. Stated another way, a set
of points, defined by offset distances between a center
point 2082 of the vehicle pad and a center point 1982 of
the base pad 1902, at which an amount of coupling or
an efficiency is above a threshold defines a substantially
rectangular region. The amount of coupling may be de-
fined by a value derived from a set of coupling coefficients
measuring coupling between the each of the different
primary and secondary coil pairs, such that the amount
of coupling is a combination of each of the couplings be-
tween the different primary and secondary pairs. The ef-
ficiency may be defined as the maximum energy transfer
efficiency achievable with an optimum use of the multi-
coil inductive coupling system. In some implementations,
the combination of the couplings may be substantially
equivalent to the efficiency. The length of the alignment
tolerance region 2180 (e.g., in the y-direction) may be
substantially equal to plus or minus one-half multiplied
by the difference between dimensions B and C. Further-
more, the width of the alignment tolerance region 2180
(e.g., in the x-direction) may be substantially equal to
plus or minus one-half multiplied by the dimension A. In
this way, give a target alignment tolerance region 2180,
dimensions of the coils of the vehicle pad 2114 and the
base pad 2102 that achieve the target alignment toler-
ance may be easily determined, e.g., without requiring
significant testing.
[0110] FIG. 22A is a plot of exemplary coupling coef-
ficients k at two different exemplary pad heights as a
function of a horizontal offset (y-direction) illustrating a
system horizontal alignment tolerance. The plot of FIG.
22A may correspond to the coupling coefficients at dif-
ferent heights as the vehicle pad 2102 of FIG. 21A is
moved horizontally over the base pad 2102 of FIG. 21B.
The coupling coefficients shown may be the coupling co-
efficients measured between the ’circular-rectangular’
coil 2104 of the base pad 2102 and the Q-coil 2116c of
the vehicle pad 2102. As described above, in accordance
with some embodiments, coupling between the base pad
coil 2104 and the DD-coil 2116a-b of the vehicle pad
2102 along the horizontal axis may be negligible, or the
DD-coil 2116a-b may be deactivated. The exemplary
coupling coefficients illustrate that for horizontal offsets
of the pad configurations of FIG. 21A, coupling remains
substantially constant over a large range in the y-direc-
tion. The vertical line indicates a point at which coupling
may fall below a threshold. The system y tolerance may
therefore be defined, in one aspect, as a region in which
the coupling is above a threshold. The threshold may
correspond to sufficient amount of coupling to achieve
sufficient power transfer for powering or charging an elec-
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tric vehicle.
[0111] FIG. 22B is a plot of exemplary coupling coef-
ficients k at two different exemplary pad heights as a
function of a vertical offset (x-direction) illustrating a sys-
tem vertical alignment tolerance. The plot of FIG. 22B
may correspond to the coupling coefficients at different
heights as the vehicle pad 2102 of FIG. 21B is moved
vertically (in the x-direction) over the base pad 2102 of
FIG. 21B. The coupling coefficients designated as k_12
correspond to coupling between the base pad coil 2104
and the DD-coil 2116a-b of the vehicle pad 2114. As de-
scribed above, coupling increases between the base pad
coil 2104 and the DD-coil 2116a-b when the vehicle pad
2114 moves in the x-direction relative to the base pad
2102. The coupling coefficients designated as k_13 cor-
respond to coupling between the base pad coil 2104 and
the Q-coil 2116c of the vehicle pad 2114. As described
above, coupling decreases between the base pad coil
2104 and the Q-coil 2116c as the vehicle pad 2114 moves
in the x-direction relative to the base pad 2102. For a
tolerance region 2180 (FIG. 22B) the combined coupling
between the base pad 2102 and the vehicle pad coils
2116a-b and 2116c may be above a threshold as de-
creases in coupling with the Q-coil 2116c may be offset
by increases in coupling with the DD-coil 2216a-b. As
such there may be a large offset range in the x-direction
in which sufficient coupling for adequate power transfer
is above a threshold. In accordance a large alignment
tolerance in which coupling between the base pad 2102
and the vehicle pad 2104 remains above a threshold in
both the x and y direction is achieved.
[0112] As such, in accordance embodiments de-
scribed, pad configurations are provided that improve
mis-alignment tolerance with less total base pad current
variation. Moreover, a rectangular or square tolerance
region is achieved that may provide significant tolerance
in both the x and y directions. Moreover, embodiments
are configured to have reduced emissions due, in one
aspect, to the vertical flux pole produced by the base
pad. In addition, in some embodiments, the size of the
base pad may be reduced, particularly in the DD direc-
tion. In addition, given the dimensioning described
above, the pad configurations may be simpler to custom-
ize for different tolerance regions and vehicle configura-
tions. In addition, embodiments may result in lower base
pad surface flux density.
[0113] In an aspect, the pad configurations as de-
scribed with reference to FIGs. 7-21 provide high effi-
ciency over a large substantially ’square’ tolerance re-
gion. Accordingly, configurations described herein may
achieve large tolerance regions for alignment with high
power transfer efficiency, while reducing emissions.
[0114] FIG. 23 is another functional block diagram
showing exemplary core and ancillary components of the
wireless power transfer system 100 of FIG. 1. Any of the
vehicle or base pads described above may be incorpo-
rated into the wireless power transfer system of FIG. 23
or may use any one or more of the components described

with reference to FIG. 23. The wireless power transfer
system 2310 illustrates a communication link 2376, a
guidance link 2366, and alignment systems 2352, 2354
for the base system induction coil 2308 and electric ve-
hicle induction coil 2316. As described above with refer-
ence to FIG. 2, and assuming energy flow towards the
electric vehicle 112, in FIG. 23 a base charging system
power interface 2354 may be configured to provide power
to a charging system power converter 2336 from a power
source, such as an AC or DC power supply 126. The
base charging system power converter 2336 may receive
AC or DC power from the base charging system power
interface 2354 to excite the base system induction coil
2308 at or near its resonant frequency. The electric ve-
hicle induction coil 2316, when in the near field coupling-
mode region, may receive energy from the near field cou-
pling mode region to oscillate at or near the resonant
frequency. The electric vehicle power converter 2338
converts the oscillating signal from the electric vehicle
induction coil 2316 to a power signal suitable for charging
a battery via the electric vehicle power interface.
[0115] The base wireless charging system 2312 in-
cludes a base charging system controller 2342 and the
electric vehicle charging system 2314 includes an electric
vehicle controller 2344. The base charging system con-
troller 2342 may include a base charging system com-
munication interface to other systems (not shown) such
as, for example, a computer, and a power distribution
center, or a smart power grid. The electric vehicle con-
troller 2344 may include an electric vehicle communica-
tion interface to other systems (not shown) such as, for
example, an on-board computer on the vehicle, other bat-
tery charging controller, other electronic systems within
the vehicles, and remote electronic systems.
[0116] The base charging system controller 2342 and
electric vehicle controller 2344 may include subsystems
or modules for specific application with separate com-
munication channels. These communications channels
may be separate physical channels or separate logical
channels. As non-limiting examples, a base charging
alignment system 2352 may communicate with an elec-
tric vehicle alignment system 2354 through a communi-
cation link 2376 to provide a feedback mechanism for
more closely aligning the base system induction coil 2308
and electric vehicle induction coil 2316, either autono-
mously or with operator assistance. Similarly, a base
charging guidance system 2362 may communicate with
an electric vehicle guidance system 2364 through a guid-
ance link to provide a feedback mechanism to guide an
operator in aligning the base system induction coil 2308
and electric vehicle induction coil 2316. In addition, there
may be separate general-purpose communication links
(e.g., channels) supported by base charging communi-
cation system 2372 and electric vehicle communication
system 2374 for communicating other information be-
tween the base wireless power charging system 2312
and the electric vehicle charging system 2314. This in-
formation may include information about electric vehicle
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characteristics, battery characteristics, charging status,
and power capabilities of both the base wireless power
charging system 2312 and the electric vehicle charging
system 2314, as well as maintenance and diagnostic da-
ta for the electric vehicle 112. These communication
channels may be separate physical communication
channels such as, for example, Bluetooth, zigbee, cellu-
lar, etc. These systems may operate to determine and
communicate the relative positions and/or the relative
orientations of the base system induction coil 2308 and
electric vehicle induction coil 2316 in any appropriate
manner.
[0117] To communicate between a base wireless
charging system 2312 and an electric vehicle charging
system 2314, the wireless power transfer system 2310
may use both in-band signaling and an RF data modem
(e.g., Ethernet over radio in an unlicensed band). The
out-of-band communication may provide sufficient band-
width for the allocation of value-add services to the ve-
hicle user/owner. A low depth amplitude or phase mod-
ulation of the wireless power carrier may serve as an in-
band signaling system with minimal interference.
[0118] In addition, some communication may be per-
formed via the wireless power link without using specific
communications antennas. For example, the wireless
power induction coils 2308 and 2316 may also be con-
figured to act as wireless communication transmitters.
Thus, some embodiments of the base wireless power
charging system 2312 may include a controller (not
shown) for enabling keying type protocol on the wireless
power path. By keying the transmit power level (ampli-
tude shift keying) at predefined intervals with a prede-
fined protocol, the receiver may detect a serial commu-
nication from the transmitter. The base charging system
power converter 2336 may include a load sensing circuit
(not shown) for detecting the presence or absence of
active electric vehicle receivers in the vicinity of the near
field generated by the base system induction coil 2308.
By way of example, a load sensing circuit monitors the
current flowing to the power amplifier, which is affected
by the presence or absence of active receivers in the
vicinity of the near field generated by base system induc-
tion coil 104a. Detection of changes to the loading on the
power amplifier may be monitored by the base charging
system controller 2342 for use in determining whether to
enable the oscillator for transmitting energy, to commu-
nicate with an active receiver, or a combination thereof.
[0119] To enable wireless high power transfer, some
embodiments may be configured to transfer power at a
frequency in the range from 10 - 60 kHz. This low fre-
quency coupling may allow highly efficient power con-
version that may be achieved using solid state devices.
In addition, there may be less coexistence issues with
radio systems compared to other bands.
[0120] FIG. 24 is a flowchart of an implementation of
a method 2400 of wirelessly communicating power, in
accordance with an embodiment. At block 2402, power
is wirelessly received via a first conductive structure via

a magnetic field. The first conductive structure has a
length greater than a width. The first conductive structure
comprises a first loop and a second loop enclosing a first
area and a second area, respectively. The first loop has
a first lower surface and the second loop has a second
lower surface that are substantially coplanar. The first
conductive structure has a first edge and a second edge
each intersecting a geometric line along the length of the
first conductive structure. At block 2404, power is wire-
lessly received via a second conductive structure posi-
tioned between the first conductive structure and a mag-
netic material. The second conductive structure encloses
a third area. The second conductive structure has a
length greater than a width, the length of the second con-
ductive structure being substantially equal to at least a
distance along the geometric line between the first edge
and the second edge of the first conductive structure.
[0121] FIG. 25 is a functional block diagram of a wire-
less power receiver 2500, in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment. Wireless power receiver 2500 com-
prises means 2502 and 2504 for the various actions dis-
cussed with respect to FIGs. 1-24.
[0122] The various operations of methods described
above may be performed by any suitable means capable
of performing the operations, such as various hardware
and/or software component(s), circuits, and/or mod-
ule(s). Generally, any operations illustrated in the Figures
may be performed by corresponding functional means
capable of performing the operations.
[0123] Information and signals may be represented us-
ing any of a variety of different technologies and tech-
niques. For example, data, instructions, commands, in-
formation, signals, bits, symbols, and chips that may be
referenced throughout the above description may be rep-
resented by voltages, currents, electromagnetic waves,
magnetic fields or particles, optical fields or particles, or
any combination thereof.
[0124] The various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
circuits, and algorithm steps described in connection with
the embodiments disclosed herein may be implemented
as electronic hardware, computer software, or combina-
tions of both. To clearly illustrate this interchangeability
of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-
nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware
or software depends upon the particular application and
design constraints imposed on the overall system. The
described functionality may be implemented in varying
ways for each particular application, but such implemen-
tation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a
departure from the scope of the embodiments.
[0125] The various illustrative blocks, modules, and
circuits described in connection with the embodiments
disclosed herein may be implemented or performed with
a general purpose processor, a Digital Signal Processor
(DSP), an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC),
a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) or other pro-
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grammable logic device, discrete gate or transistor logic,
discrete hardware components, or any combination
thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general purpose processor may be a micro-
processor, but in the alternative, the processor may be
any conventional processor, controller, microcontroller,
or state machine. A processor may also be implemented
as a combination of computing devices, e.g., a combina-
tion of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of micro-
processors, one or more microprocessors in conjunction
with a DSP core, or any other such configuration.
[0126] The steps of a method or algorithm and func-
tions described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be embodied directly in hardware, in
a software module executed by a processor, or in a com-
bination of the two. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored on or transmitted over as one or
more instructions or code on a tangible, non-transitory
computer-readable medium. A software module may re-
side in Random Access Memory (RAM), flash memory,
Read Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Programmable
ROM (EPROM), Electrically Erasable Programmable
ROM (EEPROM), registers, hard disk, a removable disk,
a CD ROM, or any other form of storage medium known
in the art. A storage medium is coupled to the processor
such that the processor can read information from, and
write information to, the storage medium. In the alterna-
tive, the storage medium may be integral to the proces-
sor. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact disc
(CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc (DVD),
floppy disk and blu ray disc where disks usually repro-
duce data magnetically, while discs reproduce data op-
tically with lasers. Combinations of the above should also
be included within the scope of computer readable me-
dia. The processor and the storage medium may reside
in an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In
the alternative, the processor and the storage medium
may reside as discrete components in a user terminal.
[0127] For purposes of summarizing the disclosure,
certain aspects, advantages and novel features of the
inventions have been described herein. It is to be under-
stood that not necessarily all such advantages may be
achieved in accordance with any particular embodiment
of the invention. Thus, the invention may be embodied
or carried out in a manner that achieves or optimizes one
advantage or group of advantages as taught herein with-
out necessarily achieving other advantages as may be
taught or suggested herein.
[0128] Various modifications of the above described
embodiments will be readily apparent, and the generic
principles defined herein may be applied to other embod-
iments without departing from the scope of the invention
as defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus (900) for wirelessly communicating

power, comprising:

a first conductive structure (916a-b) configured
to wirelessly receive power via a magnetic field,
the first conductive structure having a length
greater than a width, the first conductive struc-
ture comprising a first loop (916a) and a second
loop (916b) enclosing a first area and a second
area, respectively, the first loop (916a) having a
first lower surface and the second loop (916b)
having a second lower surface that are substan-
tially coplanar, the first conductive structure
(916a-b) having a first edge and a second edge
each intersecting a first geometric line along the
length of the first conductive structure; and
a second conductive structure (916c) positioned
between the first conductive structure and a
magnetic material (950) and configured to wire-
lessly receive power via the magnetic field, the
second conductive structure comprising a third
loop (916c) enclosing a third area and charac-
terized in that the second conductive structure
has a length greater than a width, the length of
the second conductive structure (916c) being
substantially equal to at least a distance along
the first geometric line between the first edge
and the second edge of the first conductive
structure.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the magnetic ma-
terial (950), the first conductive structure (916a-b),
and the second conductive structure (916c) are sub-
stantially rectangular having lengths aligned along
the first geometric line.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the first conduc-
tive structure (916a-b) and the second conductive
structure (916c) are configured to be positioned over
a third conductive structure (904) configured to gen-
erate the magnetic field, the third conductive struc-
ture (904) being substantially rectangular and having
a second geometric line intersecting the length of
the third conductive structure (904) that is perpen-
dicular to the first geometric line when the first con-
ductive structure and the second conductive struc-
ture are positioned over the third conductive struc-
ture.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein a first rectangle
defined collectively by the magnetic material (950),
first conductive structure (916a-b), and second con-
ductive structure (916c) has a width c and a length
c + d, and wherein c divided by d is substantially
equal to c + d divided by c.

5. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein a second rectan-
gle formed by the third conductive structure (904)
has a width a and a length a + b, and wherein a
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divided by b is substantially equal to a + b divided
by a.

6. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the first and sec-
ond conductive structures (916a-b,c) collectively de-
fine a first center point located in a center of a geo-
metric rectangle covering the surface areas of the
first and second conductive structures (916a-b,c),
wherein the third conductive structure (904) defines
a second center point located in a center of a geo-
metric rectangle covering the surface area of the
third conductive structure, and wherein a set of
points, defined by offset distances between the first
and second points, at which an amount of coupling
is above a threshold defines a substantially rectan-
gular region, the amount of coupling defined at least
in part by a value derived from a first coupling coef-
ficient measuring coupling between the first conduc-
tive structure and the third conductive structure and
a second coupling coefficient measuring coupling
between the second conductive structure and the
third conductive structure.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the third conduc-
tive structure (904) comprises a loop defining a fourth
area, wherein a length of the substantially rectangu-
lar region is substantially equal to plus or minus one-
half multiplied by a value derived from a difference
between a length of the fourth area and a width of
the third area.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the third conduc-
tive structure (904) has a first outer edge along a first
side and a first inner edge along the first side and a
second outer edge along a second side and a second
inner edge along the second side, and wherein a
width of the substantially rectangular region is sub-
stantially equal to plus or minus one-half multiplied
by a distance between a first center point between
the first outer edge and the first inner edge and a
second center point between the second outer edge
and the second inner edge.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first conduc-
tive structure (916a-b) comprises at least one of:

a first coil wound to enclose the first area and
the second area; or
a second and third coil wound to enclose the
first area and second area, respectively.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a re-
ceive circuit coupled to the first and second conduc-
tive structures and configured to power or charge an
electric vehicle (112) based on at least a portion of
a combination of the power received via the first and
second conductive structures (916a-b,c).

11. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a con-
troller (2344) configured to receive measurements
indicative of an amount of coupling between each of
the first and second conductive structures and a
transmitter conductive structure, the controller
(2344) configured to selectively de-activate the first
or second conductive structure based on the amount
of coupling.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus fur-
ther comprises a controller (2344) configured to de-
tect an amount of coupling between each of the first
and second conductive structures and a transmitter
conductive structure and configured to control at
least one of an amplitude or a phase of currents in
the first and second conductive structures based on
the amount of coupling.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the controller
(2344) is configured to control at least one of the
amplitude or the phase of the currents to maintain a
level of electromagnetic emissions below a thresh-
old.

14. A method of wirelessly communicating power com-
prising:

wirelessly receiving power via a first conductive
structure (916a-b) via a magnetic field, the first
conductive structure (916a-b) having a length
greater than a width, the first conductive struc-
ture comprising a first loop and a second loop
enclosing a first area and a second area, respec-
tively, the first loop having a first lower surface
and the second loop having a second lower sur-
face that are substantially coplanar, the first con-
ductive structure (916a-b) having a first edge
and a second edge each intersecting a geomet-
ric line along the length of the first conductive
structure; and
wirelessly receiving power via a second conduc-
tive structure (916c) positioned between the first
conductive structure and a magnetic material
(950), the second conductive structure enclos-
ing a third area and characterized in that the
second conductive structure has a length great-
er than a width, the length of the second con-
ductive structure being substantially equal to at
least a distance along the geometric line be-
tween the first edge and the second edge of the
first conductive structure.

15. An apparatus (1514B) for wirelessly communicating
power, comprising:

a first conductive structure (1516B-c) configured
to wirelessly transmit or receive power via a first
electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to pow-
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er or charge a load, the first conductive structure
comprising a first loop enclosing a first area; and
a second conductive structure configured to
wirelessly transmit or receive power via a sec-
ond electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to
power or charge the load and characterized in
that the second conductive structure is posi-
tioned inside the first area and substantially co-
planar with the first conductive structure, the
second conductive structure comprising a sec-
ond loop (1516B-a) and a third loop (1516B-b)
enclosing a second area and a third area, re-
spectively, the second loop having a second
lower surface and the third loop having a third
lower surface that are substantially coplanar.

16. A method of wirelessly communicating power, com-
prising:

wirelessly transmitting or receiving power, at a
first conductive structure (1516B-c), via a first
electromagnetic field at a level sufficient to pow-
er or charge a load, the first conductive structure
comprising a first loop enclosing a first area; and
wirelessly transmitting or receiving power, at a
second conductive structure, via a second elec-
tromagnetic field at a level sufficient to power or
charge the load and characterized in that the
second conductive structure is positioned inside
the first area and substantially co-planar with the
first conductive structure, the second conductive
structure comprising a second loop (1516B-a)
and a third loop (1516B-b) enclosing a second
area and a third area, respectively, the second
loop having a second lower surface and the third
loop having a third lower surface that are sub-
stantially coplanar.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (900) zur drahtlosen Energieübertra-
gung, wobei die Vorrichtung Folgendes aufweist:

eine erste leitende Struktur (916a-b), die so kon-
figuriert ist, dass sie Leistung über ein Magnet-
feld drahtlos empfängt, wobei die erste leitende
Struktur eine Länge aufweist, die größer als eine
Breite ist, wobei die erste leitende Struktur eine
erste Schleife (916a) und eine zweite Schleife
(916b) aufweist, die einen ersten Bereich bzw.
einen zweiten Bereich umschließen, wobei die
erste Schleife (916a) eine erste untere Oberflä-
che und die zweite Schleife (916b) eine zweite
untere Oberfläche aufweist, die im Wesentli-
chen koplanar sind, wobei die erste leitende
Struktur (916a-b) einen ersten Rand und einen
zweiten Rand aufweist, die jeweils eine erste

geometrische Linie entlang der Länge der ers-
ten leitenden Struktur schneiden; und
eine zweite leitende Struktur (916c), die zwi-
schen der ersten leitenden Struktur und einem
magnetischen Material (950) angeordnet und so
konfiguriert ist, dass sie über das Magnetfeld
drahtlos Energie empfängt, wobei die zweite lei-
tende Struktur eine dritte Schleife (916c) auf-
weist, die einen dritten Bereich umschließt, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die zweite leiten-
de Struktur eine Länge aufweist, die größer als
eine Breite ist, wobei die Länge der zweiten lei-
tenden Struktur (916c) im Wesentlichen gleich
mindestens einem Abstand entlang der ersten
geometrischen Linie zwischen dem ersten Rand
und dem zweiten Rand der ersten leitenden
Struktur ist.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das magneti-
sche Material (950), die erste leitende Struktur
(916a-b) und die zweite leitende Struktur (916c) im
Wesentlichen rechteckig sind und Längen aufwei-
sen, die entlang der ersten geometrischen Linie aus-
gerichtet sind.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei die erste leiten-
de Struktur (916a-b) und die zweite leitende Struktur
(916c) so konfiguriert sind, dass sie über einer dritten
leitenden Struktur (904) positioniert werden können,
die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie das Magnetfeld er-
zeugt, wobei die dritte leitende Struktur (904) im We-
sentlichen rechteckig ist und eine zweite geometri-
sche Linie aufweist, die die Länge der dritten leiten-
den Struktur (904) schneidet und senkrecht zur ers-
ten geometrischen Linie verläuft, wenn die erste lei-
tende Struktur und die zweite leitende Struktur über
der dritten leitenden Struktur positioniert sind.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei ein erstes
Rechteck, das gemeinsam durch das magnetische
Material (950), die erste leitende Struktur (916a-b)
und die zweite leitende Struktur (916c) definiert ist,
eine Breite c und eine Länge c + d aufweist, und
wobei c geteilt durch d im Wesentlichen gleich c + d
geteilt durch c ist.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei ein zweites
Rechteck, das durch die dritte leitende Struktur (904)
gebildet wird, eine Breite a und eine Länge a + b
aufweist, und wobei a geteilt durch b im Wesentli-
chen gleich a + b geteilt durch a ist.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei die erste und
die zweite leitende Struktur (916a-b, c) gemeinsam
einen ersten Mittelpunkt definieren, der sich in der
Mitte eines geometrischen Rechtecks befindet, das
die Oberflächenbereiche der ersten und der zweiten
leitenden Struktur (916a-b, c) bedeckt, wobei die drit-
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te leitende Struktur (904) einen zweiten Mittelpunkt
definiert, der sich in der Mitte eines geometrischen
Rechtecks befindet, das den Oberflächenbereich
der dritten leitenden Struktur bedeckt, und wobei ei-
ne Gruppe von Punkten, definiert durch Versatzab-
stände zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten
Punkt, bei denen ein Kopplungsbetrag über einem
Schwellenwert liegt, einen im Wesentlichen rechte-
ckigen Bereich definiert, wobei der Kopplungsbetrag
zumindest teilweise durch einen Wert definiert ist,
der von einem ersten Kopplungskoeffizienten, der
die Kopplung zwischen der ersten leitenden Struktur
und der dritten leitenden Struktur misst, und einem
zweiten Kopplungskoeffizienten, der die Kopplung
zwischen der zweiten leitenden Struktur und der drit-
ten leitenden Struktur misst, abgeleitet ist.

7. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 6, wobei die dritte leiten-
de Struktur (904) eine Schleife aufweist, die eine
vierte Fläche definiert, wobei eine Länge des im We-
sentlichen rechteckigen Bereichs im Wesentlichen
gleich plus oder minus der Hälfte multipliziert mit ei-
nem Wert ist, der von einer Differenz zwischen einer
Länge der vierten Fläche und einer Breite der dritten
Fläche abgeleitet ist.

8. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 7, wobei die dritte leiten-
de Struktur (904) einen ersten äußeren Rand entlang
einer ersten Seite und einen ersten inneren Rand
entlang der ersten Seite und einen zweiten äußeren
Rand entlang einer zweiten Seite und einen zweiten
inneren Rand entlang der zweiten Seite aufweist,
und wobei eine Breite des im Wesentlichen rechte-
ckigen Bereichs im Wesentlichen gleich plus oder
minus der Hälfte multipliziert mit einem Abstand zwi-
schen einem ersten Mittelpunkt zwischen dem ers-
ten äußeren Rand und dem ersten inneren Rand und
einem zweiten Mittelpunkt zwischen dem zweiten
äußeren Rand und dem zweiten inneren Rand ist.

9. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste leiten-
de Struktur (916a-b) mindestens eines der folgen-
den Merkmale aufweist:

eine ersten Spule, die so gewickelt ist, dass sie
den ersten Bereich und den zweiten Bereich um-
schließt; oder
eine zweite und dritte Spule, die so gewickelt
sind, dass sie den ersten Bereich respektive den
zweiten Bereich umschließen.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, die ferner eine Emp-
fangsschaltung aufweist, die mit der ersten und der
zweiten leitenden Struktur gekoppelt und so konfi-
guriert ist, dass sie ein Elektrofahrzeug (112) mit
Strom versorgt oder auflädt, basierend auf mindes-
tens einem Teil einer Kombination der über die erste
und die zweite leitende Struktur (916a-b,c) empfan-

genen Leistung.

11. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, die ferner eine Steu-
erung (2344) aufweist, die so konfiguriert ist, dass
sie Messungen empfängt, die einen Kopplungsbe-
trag zwischen jeder der ersten und zweiten leitenden
Strukturen und einer leitenden Senderstruktur an-
zeigen, wobei die Steuerung (2344) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie die erste oder zweite leitende Struktur
auf der Grundlage des Kopplungsbetrags selektiv
deaktiviert.

12. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Vorrichtung
ferner eine Steuerung (2344) aufweist, die so konfi-
guriert ist, dass sie einen Kopplungsbetrag zwischen
jeder der ersten und zweiten leitenden Strukturen
und einer leitenden Senderstruktur erfasst und so
konfiguriert ist, dass sie eine Amplitude oder eine
Phase von Strömen in den ersten und zweiten lei-
tenden Strukturen basierend auf dem Kopplungsbe-
trag steuert.

13. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wobei die Steuerung
(2344) so konfiguriert ist, dass sie die Amplitude
und/oder die Phase der Ströme steuert, um ein Ni-
veau elektromagnetischer Emissionen unter einem
Schwellenwert zu halten.

14. Verfahren zur drahtlosen Leistungskommunikation,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes aufweist:

drahtloses Empfangen von Energie über eine
erste leitende Struktur (916ab) über ein Magnet-
feld, wobei die erste leitende Struktur (916a-b)
eine Länge aufweist, die größer als eine Breite
ist, wobei die erste leitende Struktur eine erste
Schleife und eine zweite Schleife aufweist, die
einen ersten Bereich bzw. einen zweiten Be-
reich umschließen, wobei die erste Schleife eine
erste untere Oberfläche und die zweite Schleife
eine zweite untere Oberfläche aufweist, die im
Wesentlichen koplanar sind, wobei die erste lei-
tende Struktur (916a-b) einen erste Rand und
einen zweiten Rand aufweist, die jeweils eine
geometrische Linie entlang der Länge der ers-
ten leitenden Struktur schneiden; und
drahtloses Empfangen von Energie über eine
zweite leitende Struktur (916c), die zwischen
der ersten leitenden Struktur und einem mag-
netischen Material (950) angeordnet ist, wobei
die zweite leitende Struktur einen dritten Bereich
umschließt und dadurch gekennzeichnet ist,
dass die zweite leitende Struktur eine Länge
aufweist, die größer als eine Breite ist, wobei die
Länge der zweiten leitenden Struktur im We-
sentlichen gleich mindestens einer Distanz ent-
lang der geometrischen Linie zwischen dem ers-
ten Rand und dem zweiten Rand der ersten lei-
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tenden Struktur ist.

15. Eine Vorrichtung (1514B) zum drahtlosen Übertra-
gen von Leistung, wobei die Vorrichtung Folgendes
aufweist:

eine erste leitende Struktur (1516B-c), die kon-
figuriert ist zum drahtlosen Senden oder Emp-
fangen von Leistung über ein erstes elektroma-
gnetisches Feld mit einem Pegel, der ausreicht,
um eine Last zu versorgen oder zu laden, wobei
die erste leitende Struktur eine erste Schleife
aufweist, die einen ersten Bereich umschließt;
und
eine zweite leitende Struktur, die konfiguriert ist
zum drahtlosen Senden oder Empfangen von
Leistung über ein zweites elektromagnetisches
Feld auf einem Pegel, der ausreicht, um die Last
mit Leistung zu versorgen oder zu laden, und
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die zweite lei-
tende Struktur innerhalb des ersten Bereichs
und im Wesentlichen koplanar mit der ersten lei-
tenden Struktur positioniert ist, wobei die zweite
leitende Struktur eine zweite Schleife (1516B-
a) und eine dritte Schleife (1516B-b) aufweist,
die einen zweiten Bereich bzw. einen dritten Be-
reich umschließen, wobei die zweite Schleife ei-
ne zweite untere Oberfläche und die dritte
Schleife eine dritte untere Oberfläche aufweist,
die im Wesentlichen koplanar sind.

16. Ein Verfahren zur drahtlosen Energieübertragung,
wobei das Verfahren Folgendes aufweist:

drahtloses Senden oder Empfangen von Leis-
tung an einer ersten leitende Struktur (1516B-
c) über ein erstes elektromagnetisches Feld mit
einem Pegel, der ausreicht, um eine Last zu ver-
sorgen oder aufzuladen, wobei die erste leiten-
de Struktur eine erste Schleife aufweist, die ei-
nen ersten Bereich umschließt; und
drahtloses Senden oder Empfangen von Leis-
tung an einer zweiten leitenden Struktur über
ein zweites elektromagnetisches Feld auf einem
Pegel, der ausreicht, um die Last mit Leistung
zu versorgen oder zu laden, und dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die zweite leitende Struk-
tur innerhalb des ersten Bereichs positioniert
und im Wesentlichen koplanar mit der ersten lei-
tenden Struktur ist, wobei die zweite leitende
Struktur eine zweite Schleife (1516B-a) und eine
dritte Schleife (1516B-b) aufweist, die einen
zweiten Bereich bzw. einen dritten Bereich um-
schließen, wobei die zweite Schleife eine zweite
untere Oberfläche und die dritte Schleife eine
dritte untere Oberfläche aufweist, die im We-
sentlichen koplanar sind.

Revendications

1. Appareil (900) pour communiquer de l’énergie sans
fil, comprenant :

une première structure conductrice (916a-b)
configurée pour recevoir sans fil de l’énergie via
un champ magnétique, la première structure
conductrice ayant une longueur supérieure à
une largeur, la première structure conductrice
comprenant une première boucle (916a) et une
deuxième boucle (916b) enfermant une premiè-
re zone et une deuxième zone, respectivement,
la première boucle (916a) ayant une première
surface inférieure et la deuxième boucle (916b)
ayant une deuxième surface inférieure qui sont
sensiblement coplanaire, la première structure
conductrice (916a-b) ayant un premier bord et
un deuxième bord coupant chacun une premiè-
re ligne géométrique sur la longueur de la pre-
mière structure conductrice; et
une deuxième structure conductrice (916c) po-
sitionnée entre la première structure conductri-
ce et un matériau magnétique (950) et configu-
rée pour recevoir sans fil de l’énergie via le
champ magnétique, la deuxième structure con-
ductrice comprenant une troisième boucle
(916c) enfermant une troisième zone et carac-
térisée en ce que la deuxième structure con-
ductrice a une longueur supérieure à une lar-
geur, la longueur de la deuxième structure con-
ductrice (916c) étant sensiblement égale à au
moins une distance le long de la première ligne
géométrique entre le premier bord et le deuxiè-
me bord de la première structure conductrice.

2. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le ma-
tériau magnétique (950), la première structure con-
ductrice (916a-b) et la deuxième structure conduc-
trice (916c) sont sensiblement rectangulaires ayant
des longueurs alignées le long de la première ligne
géométrique.

3. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la pre-
mière structure conductrice (916a-b) et la deuxième
structure conductrice (916c) sont configurées pour
être positionnées sur une troisième structure con-
ductrice (904) configurée pour générer le champ ma-
gnétique, la troisième structure conductrice (904)
étant sensiblement rectangulaire et ayant une
deuxième ligne géométrique coupant la longueur de
la troisième structure conductrice (904) qui est per-
pendiculaire à la première ligne géométrique lorsque
la première structure conductrice et la deuxième
structure conductrice sont positionnées sur la troi-
sième structure conductrice.

4. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel un pre-
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mier rectangle défini collectivement par le matériau
magnétique (950), la première structure conductrice
(916a-b) et la deuxième structure conductrice (916c)
ont une largeur c et une longueur c + d, et où c divisé
par d est sensiblement égal à c + d divisé par c.

5. Appareil selon la revendication 3, dans lequel un
deuxième rectangle formé par la troisième structure
conductrice (904) a une largeur a et une longueur a
+ b, et dans lequel a divisé par b est sensiblement
égal à a + b, divisé par a.

6. Appareil selon la revendication 2, dans lequel les
première et deuxième structures conductrices
(916ab, c) définissent collectivement un premier
point central situé au centre d’un rectangle géomé-
trique couvrant les surfaces des première et deuxiè-
me structures conductrices (916a-b, c), dans lequel
la troisième structure conductrice (904) définit un
deuxième point central situé dans un centre d’un rec-
tangle géométrique couvrant la surface de la troisiè-
me structure conductrice, et dans lequel un ensem-
ble de points, défini par des distances de décalage
entre le premier et le deuxième des points, où une
quantité de couplage est supérieure à un seuil définit
une région sensiblement rectangulaire, la quantité
de couplage étant définie au moins en partie par une
valeur dérivée d’un premier coefficient de couplage
mesurant le couplage entre la première structure
conductrice et la troisième structure conductrice et
un deuxième coefficient de couplage mesurant le
couplage entre la deuxième structure conductrice et
la troisième structure conductrice.

7. Appareil selon la revendication 6, dans lequel la troi-
sième structure conductrice (904) comprend une
boucle définissant une quatrième zone, dans lequel
une longueur de la région sensiblement rectangulai-
re est sensiblement égale à plus ou moins la moitié
multipliée par une valeur dérivée d’une différence
entre une longueur de la quatrième zone et une lar-
geur de la troisième zone.

8. Appareil selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la troi-
sième structure conductrice (904) a un premier bord
extérieur le long d’un premier côté et un premier bord
intérieur le long du premier côté et un deuxième bord
extérieur le long d’un deuxième côté et un deuxième
bord intérieur le long du deuxième côté, et dans le-
quel une largeur de la région sensiblement rectan-
gulaire est sensiblement égale à plus ou moins la
moitié multipliée par une distance entre un premier
point central entre le premier bord extérieur et le pre-
mier bord intérieur et un deuxième point central entre
le deuxième bord extérieur et le deuxième bord in-
térieur.

9. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la pre-

mière structure conductrice (916a-b) comprend au
moins l’une parmi :
une première bobine enroulée pour enfermer la pre-
mière zone et la deuxième zone; ou une deuxième
et une troisième bobine enroulées pour enfermer la
première zone et la deuxième zone, respectivement.

10. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un circuit de réception couplé aux première et
deuxième structures conductrices et configuré pour
alimenter ou charger un véhicule électrique (112)
sur la base d’au moins une partie d’une combinaison
de la puissance reçue via les première et deuxième
structures conductrices (916a-b, c).

11. Appareil selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un contrôleur (2344) configuré pour recevoir
des mesures indicatives d’une quantité de couplage
entre chacune des première et deuxième structures
conductrices et une structure conductrice d’émet-
teur, le contrôleur (2344) étant configuré pour dé-
sactiver sélectivement la première ou la deuxième
structure conductrice en fonction de la quantité de
couplage.

12. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’ap-
pareil comprend en outre un contrôleur (2344) con-
figuré pour détecter une quantité de couplage entre
chacune des première et deuxième structures con-
ductrices et une structure conductrice d’émetteur et
configuré pour contrôler au moins parmi une ampli-
tude ou une phase des courants dans les première
et deuxième structures conductrices en fonction de
la quantité de couplage.

13. Appareil selon la revendication 12, dans lequel le
contrôleur (2344) est configuré pour contrôler au
moins l’une parmi l’amplitude ou la phase des cou-
rants pour maintenir un niveau d’émissions électro-
magnétiques en dessous d’un seuil.

14. Procédé de communication sans fil de l’énergie com-
prenant les étapes consistant à :

recevoir sans fil de l’énergie via une première
structure conductrice (916a-b) via un champ
magnétique, la première structure conductrice
(916a-b) ayant une longueur supérieure à une
largeur, la première structure conductrice com-
prenant une première boucle et une deuxième
boucle enfermant une première zone et une
deuxième zone, respectivement, la première
boucle ayant une première surface inférieure et
la deuxième boucle ayant une deuxième surface
inférieure qui sont sensiblement coplanaires, la
première structure conductrice (916a-b) ayant
un premier bord et un deuxième bord coupant
chacun une ligne géométrique sur la longueur
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de la première structure conductrice; et
recevoir sans fil de l’énergie via une deuxième
structure conductrice (916c) positionnée entre
la première structure conductrice et un matériau
magnétique (950), la deuxième structure con-
ductrice renfermant une troisième zone et ca-
ractérisée en ce que la deuxième structure
conductrice a une longueur supérieure à une
largeur, la longueur de la deuxième structure
conductrice étant sensiblement égale à au
moins une distance le long de la ligne géomé-
trique entre le premier bord et le deuxième bord
de la première structure conductrice.

15. Appareil (1514B) pour communiquer de l’énergie
sans fil, comprenant
une première structure conductrice (1516B-c) con-
figurée pour transmettre ou recevoir de l’énergie
sans fil via un premier champ électromagnétique à
un niveau suffisant pour alimenter ou charger une
charge, la première structure conductrice compre-
nant une première boucle enfermant une première
zone; et
une deuxième structure conductrice configurée pour
transmettre ou recevoir sans fil de l’énergie via un
deuxième champ électromagnétique à un niveau
suffisant pour alimenter ou charger la charge et ca-
ractérisée en ce que la deuxième structure conduc-
trice est positionnée à l’intérieur de la première zone
et sensiblement coplanaire avec la première struc-
ture conductrice, la deuxième structure conductrice
comprenant une deuxième boucle (1516B-a) et une
troisième boucle (1516B-b) enfermant une deuxiè-
me zone et une troisième sont respectivement, la
deuxième boucle ayant une deuxième surface infé-
rieure et la troisième boucle ayant une troisième sur-
face inférieure qui sont sensiblement coplanaire.

16. Procédé de communication sans fil de l’énergie,
comprenant :

la transmission ou la réception sans fil de l’éner-
gie, au niveau d’une première structure conduc-
trice (1516B-c), via un premier champ électro-
magnétique à un niveau suffisant pour alimenter
ou charger une charge, la première structure
conductrice comprenant un première boucle en-
fermant une première zone; et
transmettre ou recevoir de l’énergie sans fil, au
niveau d’une deuxième structure conductrice,
via un deuxième champ électromagnétique à un
niveau suffisant pour alimenter ou charger la
charge et caractérisé en ce que la deuxième
structure conductrice est positionnée à l’inté-
rieur de la première zone et sensiblement co-
planaire avec la première structure conductrice,
la deuxième structure conductrice comprenant
une deuxième boucle (1516B-a) et une troisiè-

me boucle (1516B-b) enfermant une deuxième
zone et une troisième zone respectivement, la
deuxième boucle ayant une deuxième surface
inférieure et la troisième boucle ayant une troi-
sième surface inférieure qui sont sensiblement
coplanaire.
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