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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates in general to a
system, method, and apparatus for implementing an in-
tegrated console environment for diagnostic laboratory
instruments, and more specifically to managing the stor-
age of data from laboratory instruments using one or
more data access components ("DACs").

BACKGROUND

[0002] In many known laboratory environments, labo-
ratory instruments are connected to a data management
center that includes a centralized server and/or central-
ized storage device. Generally, data generated by the
laboratory instruments, such as test results of a biological
sample, are transmitted to the data management center.
One or more servers within the data management center
manage the storage and access of substantially all the
laboratory data. Such a configuration enables client de-
vices across an enterprise and/or outside the enterprise
to access the centrally stored data. Such a configuration
also streamlines data management because the data is
located in one centralized location.
[0003] The centralized approach to data storage has
some known drawbacks. First, an outage or degradation
in performance of a data management center affects data
access across an entire enterprise. Some data manage-
ment centers use backup or redundant servers and data
storage devices to reduce the effects of an outage. How-
ever, there is oftentimes a disruption in access to data
as the backup or redundant servers come online. Addi-
tionally, a spike in traffic resulting from the outage may
cause the backup or redundant servers or data storage
devices to also go offline. Losing access to critical labo-
ratory data, even temporarily, is problematic, especially
in hospital or medical environments.
[0004] A second issue with the centralized approach
is that information technology departments have to pro-
vision servers and data storage devices to account for
peak traffic times when many enterprise client devices
may be accessing the same servers or data storage de-
vices. To account for peak traffic, information technology
departments oftentimes over provision servers and/or
data storage devices to ensure there is enough band-
width and processors available for peak system loads.
However, over provisioning generally results in underu-
tilized servers or data storage devices during non-peak
times. Generally, these centralized systems are not
scaled on a daily basis as a result of the inefficiencies
that result from constantly activating (e.g., scaling) and
deactivating servers or data storage devices.
[0005] A third issue with the centralized approach is
that servers and data storage devices within a data man-
agement center have to be upgraded to account for any
changes or upgrades to laboratory instruments. For in-

stance, an enterprise may include tens to hundreds of
laboratory instruments that transmit data to a centralized
system. Each laboratory instrument may be configured
with a specific data configuration, communication proto-
col, operating system, etc. such that any given enterprise
may have to account for many different types and meth-
ods of receiving data. An update to the software of one
instrument or the addition of a new instrument may intro-
duce a new protocol or configuration that is not compat-
ible with the current system. As a result, the entire cen-
tralized system may have to be updated when only one
of tens or hundreds of lab instruments is updated or
changed.
[0006] A system and method that enables a laboratory
to integrate its internal and external quality control pro-
grams to thereby control the quality of its laboratory test-
ing services is known from US 2004/0220761A1. The
system comprises a storage device and a processor op-
erable to maintain in the storage device a database iden-
tifying a plurality of laboratory tests and the correspond-
ing internal laboratory statistical data, group statistical
summary data and control rules. The processor is also
operable to calculate a control range for a specified lab-
oratory test by applying the group statistical summary
data to the control rule corresponding to the specified
laboratory test. From A multi-parameter hematology an-
alyzer is known from an operations manual of a CELL-
DYN 1700 System. An interface point network (IPN) and
a method for communication with a laboratory informa-
tion system using an IPN is knows from US
2005/0159982, wherein the IPN includes at least one
host computer in communication with at least one labo-
ratory instrument, the laboratory information system and
an interface point server in communication with the host
computer and the laboratory information system, the in-
terface point server being configured to function as a
communication interface between the host computer and
the laboratory information system in a manner respon-
sive to a predetermined communication protocol.

SUMMARY

[0007] The scope of the invention is defined by the
claims. Embodiments merely define examples, only
those falling within the scope of the claims are part of the
invention.
[0008] Additional features and advantages of the dis-
closed system, method, and apparatus are described in,
and will be apparent from, the following Detailed Descrip-
tion and the Figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0009]

FIG. 1 shows an integrated console environment that
includes distributed laboratory instruments commu-
nicatively coupled together via an application server,
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according to an example embodiment of the present
disclosure.
FIG. 2 shows a diagram of an instrument console of
the laboratory instrument of FIG. 1, according to an
example embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIG. 3 shows an architecture diagram of a data ac-
cess component in relation to a client and a database
within the distributed client-server architecture of the
integrated console environment of FIG. 1, according
to an example embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C show a diagram of a data
structure illustrating how sample laboratory data
may be modeled and stored to a database, according
to an example embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIGS. 5 to 7 provide examples of how laboratory
data at one or more laboratory instruments may be
made available to client devices via a data access
component on an instrument console, according to
an example embodiment of the present disclosure.
FIGS. 8 to 10 show diagrams of possible configura-
tions of data storage, according to an example em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] The present disclosure relates in general to a
method, apparatus, and system for implementing an in-
tegrated console environment for diagnostic laboratory
instruments. The example integrated console environ-
ment disclosed herein includes laboratory instruments
and/or laboratory consoles that are configured to locally
store laboratory data. These laboratory instruments
and/or consoles include data access components
("DACs") that are configured to provide clients access to
underlying data via one or more application programma-
ble interfaces ("APIs"). The distribution of laboratory data
at the laboratory instruments and/or consoles provides
a relatively more reliable, scalable, and robust framework
compared to more centralized systems. The distribution
of the laboratory data at the laboratory instruments and/or
consoles connected to the instruments also enables data
analytic and persistent storage functionality to be distrib-
uted across an enterprise network based on the local
location of the data.
[0011] As discussed above, known current centralized
laboratory systems are subject to outages that can affect
access to all of the centrally stored laboratory data. In
contrast to these centralized systems, the example inte-
grated console environment disclosed herein locally
stores laboratory data on a laboratory console that is con-
nected to a laboratory instrument that generates data.
Client devices are able to access the laboratory console
directly from the console to retrieve the stored laboratory
data. Such a configuration enables client devices to ac-
cess the stored laboratory data even with other parts of
a network are offline or other laboratory instruments/con-
soles are offline.
[0012] The local storage of instrument data also reduc-

es the traffic to any one data storage device. For instance,
an enterprise may include twenty laboratory instruments.
Client devices access only the laboratory instrument
and/or respective console to which requested laboratory
data is stored. This means that traffic from all the enter-
prise client devices will be distributed among the labora-
tory instruments instead of traffic being routed to a cen-
tralized database. This also means that traffic may be
more distributed, resulting in fewer instances of limited
bandwidth.
[0013] The distribution of the laboratory data to the lab-
oratory instruments and/or consoles also enables asso-
ciated functionality to be distributed. In contrast, a cen-
tralized data management system generally includes one
or more servers that are configured with all applications
needed to process and/or analyze the data. The example
integrated console environment disclosed herein distrib-
utes applications and other functionality to the laboratory
instruments and/or associated consoles such that only
relevant or otherwise appropriate applications and other
functionality are provided to a laboratory instrument/con-
sole. This distributed configuration enables applications
and other functionality to be specifically tailored to the
laboratory instrument/console. Further, changes to ap-
plications or updates to laboratory instruments only affect
that instrument rather than the system as a whole.
[0014] Reference is made throughout this disclosure
to laboratory data. As described in more detail below,
laboratory data is data that is generated by a laboratory
instrument. Laboratory data may include sample data
that includes results or in-test data generated by perform-
ing one or more chemical or biological tests on a sample.
Laboratory data may also include quality control ("QC")
data that includes results or in-test data generated by
performing one or more chemical or biological tests on
a control sample with known properties. QC data is gen-
erally used to verify the accuracy or performance of a
laboratory instrument and/or specific test. Laboratory da-
ta may also include configuration data of a laboratory
instrument and diagnostic data associated with mainte-
nance or operational performance of a laboratory instru-
ment. The laboratory data may further include audit in-
formation associated with laboratory test verifications
and/or operator verification.
[0015] Reference is also made herein to laboratory in-
struments and laboratory consoles. Laboratory instru-
ments generally include one or more analyzers config-
ured to determine one or more properties of a chemical
or biological sample. Laboratory consoles include a com-
puter, server, processor, etc. (comprising or communi-
catively coupled to a memory storing instructions for op-
eration) that is configured to process, store, or otherwise
manage data generated by a laboratory instrument. In
some instances, a single enclosure may include one or
more laboratory instruments and a laboratory console
(e.g., an onboard workstation). In other instances, the
laboratory console may be physically separate but com-
municatively coupled to one or more laboratory instru-
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ments in the same or separate enclosures. In certain in-
stances herein, explicit reference to laboratory instru-
ments includes implicit reference to the laboratory con-
sole communicatively coupled to the laboratory instru-
ment.
[0016] FIG. 1 shows an integrated console environ-
ment 100 that includes distributed laboratory instruments
102a, 102b, and 102c communicatively coupled together
via an application server 104. The example laboratory
instruments 102 are configured to receive one or more
chemical or biological samples, perform one or more
chemical or biological tests on the samples, and record
the progress/results of the tests. While FIG. 1 shows the
three laboratory instruments 102a, 102b, and 102c, it
should be appreciated that other embodiments may in-
clude additional or fewer laboratory instruments.
[0017] The example application server 104 is config-
ured to provide access to the laboratory instruments 102.
The application server 104 is communicatively coupled
to a centralized database 105, which may store relatively
old or archived laboratory data. In some instances, the
application server 104 includes a gateway, route, switch,
etc. that enables client devices 106 to communicatively
couple to the appropriate laboratory instrument 102 (or
console of the laboratory instrument). For example, the
client device 106a may transmit a request message for
data that includes a network address of the laboratory
instrument 102a (or a network address of a DAC on the
laboratory instrument 102a). The application server 104
uses the specified network address to route the request
message to the specified laboratory instrument 102a.
[0018] In other instances, the application server 104
may include an interface that isolates the laboratory in-
struments 102 from direct access of the client devices
106. For example, the client devices 106 may transmit
request messages that include a network address of the
laboratory instruments 102. Responsive to receiving the
request messages, the application server 104 transmits
a separate request message to the specified laboratory
instrument 102, receives the requested data, and creates
a response message for the client devices 106 including
the requested data.
[0019] The client devices 106 may connect to the lab-
oratory instruments 102 via any wide area network 108
(e.g., the Internet) and/or local area network ("LAN") 110.
For example, as shown in FIG. 1, the application server
104 is communicatively coupled to client devices 106a
and 106b via a wide area network 108 (e.g., the Internet)
and communicatively coupled to client devices 106c,
106d, and 106e via a local area network ("LAN") 110. In
some instances, the client devices 106 may use a virtual
LAN ("VLAN") or other secure tunnel to directly connect
to the laboratory instruments 102 via network 108 or 110.
[0020] The example client devices 106, the application
server 104, and/or the laboratory instruments 102 may
include one or more clients 107 configured to access,
modify, analyze, etc. laboratory data stored at databases
116. As discussed in more detail below, the clients 107

are configured to access a DAC associated with the de-
sired data. Each DAC is configured with the data hierar-
chy or structure of the stored laboratory data and provides
an interface for the clients that masks or otherwise hides
the structure of the underlying data. This configuration
enables the clients 107 to access disparate laboratory
data stored in different laboratory instruments 102 with-
out having to be programmed with knowledge of the un-
derlying storage structure (e.g., file structure) of the lab-
oratory data or the format of the laboratory data. The
client-server architecture of the DAC is discussed in fur-
ther detail in conjunction with FIG. 3.
[0021] The example laboratory instruments 102 of FIG.
1 also include an instrument console 112 (e.g., a labo-
ratory console) configured to manage data storage, data
access, and data management. The laboratory instru-
ments 102 further include one or more analyzers 114
configured to analyze a chemical or biological sample
and generate corresponding laboratory data from the
analysis. The example instrument console 112 receives
and stores the generated data from the analyzers 114 to
local database 116. The example database 116 may in-
clude, for example, a SQL Server database.
[0022] FIG. 2 shows a diagram of the example instru-
ment console 112 of FIG. 1. The instrument console 112
may be implemented on a computer, laptop, tablet com-
puter, server, processor, etc. located on the laboratory
instrument 102 or communicatively coupled to the labo-
ratory instrument 102. The example instrument console
112 is communicatively coupled to the laboratory ana-
lyzer 114 via an instrument driver 202. The example in-
strument driver 202 is configured to control and query
the analyzer 114 based, for example, on commands pro-
vided by an operator via a console interface 204, com-
mands received from remote client devices 106, and/or
commands received via the application server 104. The
commands may include, for example, an instruction to
perform one or more tests on a biological sample. The
example instrument driver 202 is also configured to trans-
mit data generated by the laboratory analyzer 114 to a
DAC 206 (e.g., the DACs 206a to 206e) for storage in
the database 116. The instrument driver 202 may operate
as, for example, a Windows service and/or an Internet
Information Service ("IIS") plugin that provides an exter-
nal API as a Representational State Transfer ("REST")
web service endpoint.
[0023] The example console interface 204 includes
one or more clients and/or applications that are config-
ured to enable an operator 208 to control the laboratory
analyzer 114, view generated laboratory data, analyze
laboratory data, and/or edit/delete laboratory data. The
example console interface 204 is communicatively cou-
pled to the DAC 206 to enable the clients and/or appli-
cations to access laboratory data stored to the database
116. The console interface 204 may also provide diag-
nostic, instrument, audit, or QC functionality for the op-
erator.
[0024] The example DAC 206 of FIG. 2 includes a dy-
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namic-link library ("DLL") that encapsulates laboratory
data and business logic. As discussed in more detail be-
low, the DAC 206 comprises one or more APIs that en-
able clients and/or applications (e.g., the console inter-
face 204) to access underlying laboratory data without
the clients or applications having to know the framework
in which the laboratory data is stored. The DAC 206 of
the illustrated example includes five application-specific
DACs that are each connected or otherwise communi-
catively coupled to underlying portions of the database
116. For example, the sample DAC 206a is configured
to provide access to sample data stored at the database
116i, the configuration DAC 206b is configured to provide
access to configuration data of the laboratory analyzer
114 and/or the instrument console 112 stored at the da-
tabase 116ii, and the QC DAC 206c is configured to pro-
vide access to QC data stored at the database 116iii.
Additionally, the instrument DAC 206d is configured to
provide access to instrument data stored at the database
116iv and the audit DAC 206e is configured to provide
access to audit data stored at the database 116v. While
FIG. 2 shows the databases 116i to 116v as being part
of the database 116, in other embodiments each of the
databases 116i to 116v may be a separate database.
For example, the database 116i may be included on a
solid state drive ("SSD") while the database 116ii is in-
cluded on a serial ATA ("SATA") drive. Further, while
FIG. 2 shows the five DACs, it should be appreciated that
the instrument console 112 may include additional or few-
er DACs. For instance, a DAC may be provided for each
type of analyzer 114 included within the laboratory in-
strument 102 and/or a DAC may be provided for each
type of test that may be performed by the analyzer 114.
[0025] In some embodiments, each of the DACs may
be assigned one or more network addresses. For in-
stance, a client device 106 (or operator 208) may use a
network address (e.g., an IP address) within a request
message transmitted to the DAC 206 to directly pull and
access data at the database 116. The application server
104 or other switch uses the DAC network address within,
for example, a header of the request message to route
the request message to the appropriate laboratory instru-
ment 102, instrument console 112, and/or DAC 206. One
advantage of such a configuration is that the individually
addressable DACs 206 enable the laboratory instrument
102 and/or the instrument console 112 to be web-based.
That is, both the laboratory instruments 102 and the DAC
206 are remotely accessible via an interface by providing
the DAC’s IP address on a web browser (or other inter-
face) at the client device 106. In some embodiments, the
client devices 106 and/or the clients 107 may use web
services to communicate with the DACs 206.
[0026] In some embodiments, the laboratory instru-
ment 102 and/or the application server 102 is located
behind a firewall such that a static IP address is provided
to each of the DACs 206 and/or the instrument console
112. Alternatively, a different or dynamic public IP ad-
dress is provided to the DACs 206 and/or the laboratory

console 112 each time the instrument 102 is connected
to the Internet or Intranet. In other embodiments, the in-
strument 102 (or the underlying DACs 206 and/or the
console 112) is provided with a static IP address and is
not located behind a firewall. Static IP addresses may
make it easier for users of other instruments or a central
computer within the same laboratory to access the in-
strument 102 and data provided by the DACs 206. In yet
other embodiments, the laboratory instrument 102 (or
the underlying DACs 206 and/or the console 112) is also
connected to the Internet without being protected by a
firewall, but is provided with one or more dynamic IP ad-
dresses.
[0027] In some embodiments, data from the DAC 206
is only available in a read-only format. In other embodi-
ments, the data made accessible by the DAC 206 can
be changed and modified, such as specific user config-
urations or software updates in the configuration DAC
206b. It should be appreciated that different permissions
may be provided to the different DACs 206 so that only
defined groups of operators and/or users may read or
modify the underlying data for any given DAC.
[0028] The example instrument console 112 of FIG. 2
also includes a lab information system ("LIS") driver 210
configured to monitor messages related to test orders
transmitted to the instrument console 112. The example
LIS driver 210 transmits requests for new orders to, for
example, the instrument driver 202 and/or the appropri-
ate DAC 206. The LIS driver 210 also reports a status of
the order including a notification of a completion of an
order. The LIS driver 210 may determine changes to an
order by monitoring changes to the underlying data as-
sociated with the order stored in the database 116. For
instance, the LIS driver 210 may communicate with the
sample DAC 206 to access sample data stored at the
database 116i to determine a status of a corresponding
order. The status of an order may be transmitted period-
ically to a client device 106 that requested the order
and/or to a status webpage hosted by, for example, the
application server 104. The status webpage may gather
console information from the multiple laboratory instru-
ments 102 to enable a site administrator to monitor the
status of orders or tests within an entire lab or enterprise.
[0029] The example instrument console 112 also in-
cludes a rules component 212, a route planning compo-
nent 214, a purging component 216, and a reporting com-
ponent 218 to provide enhanced functionality for the lab-
oratory data stored at the database 116. For instance,
the rules component 212 implements business rules and
data architecture rules to ensure laboratory data is stored
according to predetermined formats. The rules compo-
nent 212 may also specify when laboratory data is moved
between different types of databases. For instance, a
rule may specify that relatively new laboratory data is to
be stored to temporary storage (which is quickly acces-
sible) while relatively old laboratory data is to be stored
to a higher capacity persistent storage (e.g., the central
database 105 of FIG. 1). The rules may also specify when
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laboratory data is to be offloaded from the laboratory in-
strument 102 to another database, such as the central
database 105.
[0030] The example route planning component 214,
the purging component 216, and the reporting compo-
nent 218 are configured to manage the underlying labo-
ratory data stored in the database 116 based on rules
within the rules component 212. For instance, the route
planning component 214 may manage to which of the
DACs 206 laboratory data is to be stored and/or to which
address at the central database 105 (or application serv-
er 104, client device 106, etc.) data is to be transmitted.
As mentioned, the laboratory data may be migrated
based on age. After (or during) a migration, the compo-
nents 214, 216, and 218 may update the appropriate
DACs 206 regarding whether specific laboratory data is
no longer available to the DAC 206 or is now available
to the DAC. The reporting component 218, may for in-
stance, update data structures or files associated with
the DACs 206 and/or data structures or files at the ap-
plication server 104 that indicate where laboratory data
is stored. The reporting component 218 may also update
clients of changes to laboratory data in response to que-
ries while the purging component 216 removes or deletes
laboratory data that reaches a certain age.
[0031] FIG. 3 shows an architecture diagram of the
DAC 206 in relation to a client 107 and the database 116
within the distributed client-server architecture of the in-
tegrated console environment 100 of FIG. 1. The exam-
ple client 107 may operate on any of the client devices
106, the application server 104, and/or the instrument
console 112 of FIG. 1 that has access to any of the spe-
cific DACs 206. As shown in FIG. 2, the example DAC
206 and/or the database 116 is generally located on the
laboratory instrument 102 at the instrument console 112.
[0032] Each DAC 206 straddles the client-server di-
vide. The client and server code may be executing on
different systems, and the communication protocol is via
HTTP, so laboratory data must be converted by the DAC
206 appropriately on either side. The DAC 206 is imple-
mented on a server or processor (e.g., the instrument
console 112) of the laboratory instrument 102. The DAC
206 may be built on top of the ASP.Net Web API. The
Web API is configured to listen for, receive, and dispatch
server calls, parse arguments out of the URL, and proc-
ess HTTP headers. Each DAC 206 may have to control
its processes and configuration in IIS. Each DAC 206
accordingly may be packaged and deployed as a sepa-
rate top-level IIS endpoint.
[0033] Any DAC 206 may be called from a client by
creating and issuing an HTTP/REST request to the ap-
propriate DAC endpoint. The server-side DAC 206 may
include a project that exposes a one-for-one client-side
API 302 for the DAC 206. Each call in the DAC 206 has
a corresponding call in the client 107. In instances where
the DAC 206 is called from a webpage, the REST request
may be created and processed in JavaScript rather than
C#.

[0034] The example DAC 206 provides access to cre-
ate, read, and/or modify laboratory data The example
DAC 206 may also be configured to perform aggregate
queries of the contents of the associated database 116.
The example DAC 206 provides enhanced create, read,
update, and delete ("CRUD")-and query interface for the
client 206 while hiding the details of the underlying data-
base 116. The DAC 206 may be implemented, for exam-
ple, as an IIS-hosted REST web service. This configura-
tion enables the client 107 to access the DAC 206 in a
variety of ways by relying on open standards. As long as
the client 107 can access a network address of the DAC
206 and has a name of a service endpoint, the client 107
can connect to the requested laboratory data at the da-
tabase 116 via the DAC 206.
[0035] It should be appreciated that multiple instances
of the same DAC 206 may be implemented in different
laboratory instruments 102 across the integrated console
environment 100. For instance, each instrument console
112 may include an instance of a DAC for sample infor-
mation. Any individual client (including other DACs) can
connect to one, two, or all available instances of the sam-
ple DAC in the lab. In this instance, the client 107 has to
have permission or access to each of the laboratory in-
struments 102 in addition to having the network address
of each instance of the DAC on the laboratory instruments
102.
[0036] The example DAC 206 includes or provides a
website service via an API 302. In some instances, the
DAC 206 may provide the API 302 using IIS. The illus-
trated DAC 206 embodies an endpoint that enables the
clients 107 to connect to the DAC. The API 302 provides
access to services implemented, for example, as REST/
JavaScript Object Notation ("JSON") endpoints to be ac-
cessible by, for example, Windows Presentation Foun-
dation ("WPF") applications and webpage clients 107.
The DAC 206 may also use the REST protocol for mes-
saging. This configuration enables each API 302 to take
in a small number of arguments (of built-in types) and an
optional JSON object, and return a single JSON object
or built-in type. In many cases the JSON data may be
the serialized result of an object tree, or of a list query.
In some cases the JSON data may be a return error status
code with accompanying messages. This configuration
also enables the DACs 206 to structure and define the
API 302 as appropriate for both the underlying laboratory
data and the usage/access patterns as required by the
clients 107.
[0037] The architecture shown in FIG. 3 includes a li-
brary with convenience functions and utilities to assist in
implementing DAC client-side APIs 302. These include
functions to create and manipulate heterogeneous
maps/dictionaries of laboratory data that can be read
from or written to JSON, common error handling hooks,
security, and methods for connecting to the DAC 206
server-side from the client 107. Each DAC 206 may con-
tain a variety of function calls of varying styles. For in-
stance, the DACs 206 may retrieve an object (e.g., re-
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trieve laboratory data), comment a new or edited object
(e.g., store laboratory data), return list queries (e.g., re-
turn a list of summarized laboratory data based on search
criteria provided by the client 107), or perform an action
request (e.g., request a component, application, or serv-
ice to perform an action on the laboratory data).
[0038] Object retrieval calls by the client 107 to the
DAC 206 acquire a small set of information (i.e., one or
more names or unique identifier numbers) that is used
to uniquely identify a chunk of laboratory data. The return
value provided by the DAC 206 to the client 107 is a
JSON data structure, list or file that can be de-serialized
into a run-time C# object tree. Additionally, access to the
DACs 206 may require an instanced object rather than
using static functions, depending on how the DAC is con-
figured. It should be appreciated that a single DAC func-
tion could return multiple high-level objects to the client
107 using JSON. The client-side API implementation
pulls the objects out of the JSON wrapping to conven-
iently transmit the object-based laboratory data to the
clients 107.
[0039] Object commit calls by the client 107 to the DAC
206 are used to accept as a message body one or more
object graphs in JSON. The arguments may include val-
idation criteria such as timestamps. However, informa-
tion needed for the DAC 206 to correctly perform the
commit will probably already be contained within the ob-
ject(s) being committed.
[0040] List queries transmitted by the client 107 to the
DAC 206 are used to summarize or monitor sets of lab-
oratory data. The list queries take in arguments that
scope the query (by time, status, or other conditions) and
return the equivalent of a .Net DataSet, but transported
with the JSON/heterogeneous-collection tools. The set
of criteria available for constraining the query is based
on the configuration of the DAC 206. The list queries are
implemented on the server-side at the DAC 206 with
stored procedures or generated SQL code. The structure
of the corresponding API call will generally match the
implementation. When dealing with large result sets, the
API 302 of the DAC 206 may be configured to implement
one or more strategies. For instance, the API call might
specify that only the first N items will be returned, possibly
based on sorting order (such as a timestamp). Alternate-
ly, the API 302 might be built with a paging mechanism,
where the client 107 specifies that it wants the M’th
through N’th items in the list. Finally, the API 302 may
stream the full result set and leave it up to the client 107
to handle paging or other presentation logistics.
[0041] Action requests transmitted by the client 107 to
the DAC 206 are used as simple procedure calls. Excep-
tions or status codes can be used to handle failures.
Some action requests may require ongoing monitoring
by the client 107 that made the original request. In these
instances, the DAC 206 may return a unique memento
(often a GUID) that can be used by the clients 107 on
subsequent updates.
[0042] The example client 107 of FIG. 3 is configured

to implement a main body of functionality in a device such
as the client device 106, the application server 104 and/or
the instrument console 112. The example client 107 may
include, for example, an application that is configured to
interact with a user. The application may include a stan-
dalone application (e.g., an app) and/or a webpage. The
example client 107 may also include a windows service
that includes one or more executables configured to op-
erate continuously in a background of a device. A win-
dows service includes, for example, a service that mon-
itors incoming messages for certain laboratory data or
instrument status. The example client 107 may also in-
clude a web service that enables the client 107 to function
as a client of another DAC.
[0043] An individual client 107 is configured to have a
well-defined scope of responsibilities and will generally
operate independent of clients on the same or other de-
vices. Laboratory data may be shared between different
clients on the same or other devices. However, the
shared data is retried and edited through a common DAC
(e.g., the DAC 206). The shared laboratory data is gen-
erally not communicated between the clients.
[0044] The example database 116 of FIG. 3 may in-
clude, for example, a database, a directory tree of files
on a disk, or some combination of the two. Generally,
database schemas may use primitive data types. In some
instances, the database may use or store encoded infor-
mation. The files on a disk may include primitive data
types used outside of aggregating structures. The files
on the disk may be, for example, JSON, Extensible
Markup Language ("XML"), etc. Large auxiliary data such
as images or complex calibration curve data may be
stored to the database 116 in an appropriate format. Al-
ternatively, large auxiliary data may be pointed to by a
database text field or JSON property specifying the path
where the data can be found.
[0045] The example database 116 is configured to
maintain persistent and/or transient laboratory data in a
secure format that can be backed up for safety and au-
diting purposes. The database 116 may include one or
more rules specifying units or types of laboratory data to
reduce the complexity of the API 302. For example, a
rule may specify that scalar laboratory data values are
to be stored in either canonical units or paired with an
enum indicating which units are used. Another rule may
specify that dates and times are stored in Coordinated
Universal Time ("UTC"). Yet another rule may specify
that timespans are to be stored in seconds using float-
ingpoint values for sub-second resolution. Other rules
may specify that liquid volume is to be stored as milliliters
and temperature is to be stored using Celsius values.
[0046] As shown in FIG. 3, the example database 116
is accessible via only the DAC 206. Such a configuration
provides an efficient one-to-one relationship between the
DAC 206 and the database 116 such that the DAC 206
only provides access to the proximately located database
116. However, in other examples, the database 116 may
be accessible by other DACs and/or the example DAC
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206 may access other databases.

Data Management using DACs

[0047] The data management policies of the architec-
ture of the integrated console environment 100 rely on
having each piece of data owned by one component (e.g.,
the DAC 206) of the architecture. With hierarchical data
such as object graphs, the owner of all items must be the
same as the owner of the topmost item. This yields de-
coupled graphs of objects whose ownership can clearly
be tracked in the system 100 and trusted. The example
DAC 206 of FIGS. 2 and 3 is the source of truth for a set
of logically coherent data items of laboratory data. The
DAC 206 may cache sample results in Radom Access
Memory ("RAM") for performance and store persistent
laboratory data on a disk within the database 116. To
external parties (such as the client devices 106), the DAC
206 itself is the source of truth.
[0048] The laboratory data stored in the databases 116
has to be specifically accessed or pulled. For instance,
the client 107 uses an API call to the appropriate DAC
206 to request laboratory data. All data returned by the
DAC 206 is timestamped, or, in the case of list queries,
is implicitly transient and read-only. When laboratory data
is modified by the client 107, the client 107 makes a sep-
arate call to the DAC 206 to commit the change. The
example DACs 206 ensure that no commit is accepted
unless its fetch timestamp is greater than the timestamp
of the current version of the data. This means that a com-
mit might fail, in which case the DAC 206 transmits an
exception. The client 107 may then decide how to deal
with the failure. For critical object graphs that are likely
to have commit collisions (such as a sample graph), the
DAC 206 may provide tools to facilitate the error handling.
These tools may include a merge capability between two
graphs which would only fail if conflicting data changes
were found. Another tool may include an audit/playback
editing mechanism so that edits applied to older (com-
mitted) graphs are automatically applied to newer
graphs. These tools may further include a generic locking
function (provided as a database utility component) such
that a lock must be obtained before an edit/commit can
be made, and is thus guaranteed to be safe.
[0049] Data within the laboratory instruments 102 may
be monitored by the LIS driver 210 performing repeated
queries, usually on a timer. This may be useful for list
query operations that are used to display, for instance,
a set of samples that need attention, or a set of system
alerts. Monitoring of changes to individual objects can
also be done by examining an object graph’s timestamp.
[0050] In some instances, the DACs 206 may be con-
figured to push or transmit data without a prompt. In these
instances, the LIS driver 210 may at specified intervals
instruct the DAC 206 to transmit laboratory data to a spec-
ified endpoint, such as the client device 106, the client
107, and/or another laboratory instrument 102. Such a
configuration may be used to periodically migrate labo-

ratory data between different databases 116 and/or mi-
grate laboratory data to the centralized database 105.
[0051] The example database 116 may include an en-
gine that uses an SQL Server. Further, each of the DACs
and each DAC that accesses a particular database 116
are configured to use its own catalog. Tables may contain
only built-in data types provided by a SQL Server. XML
embedded in columns, while valid in a SQL Server, may
be used in conjunction with a) breaking laboratory data
out into specific columns and/or b) putting labratory data
in a JSON file on a disk. Tables may contain key refer-
ences to tables in other catalogs, but such external for-
eign keys may be used judiciously to avoid excessive
coupling between catalogs. The example architecture
provides a micro-Object-Relational Correlator ("ORC")
that can be used by the clients 107 to define classes that
roughly correspond to tables, and to easily write and read
simple, record-level data. ORC is a tool used from within
the DAC 206 to conveniently interface with the engine of
the database 116 using standard object-orientated and
reflection techniques. It should be noted that ORC does
not attempt to be an invisible persistence layer as do
many ORMs. ORC is a record- or row-level tool. It may
not operate on object trees or sub-trees, but only on in-
dividual objects. This provides the DACs 206 with a great
deal of flexibility in balancing the costs/performance of
retrieves and commits, at the slightly elevated cost of
having to manage trees of objects themselves. Such a
configuration encourages simplicity in both the schemas
and the design of the APIs 302 of the DACs 206. ORC
may be implemented as an interface definition fulfilled
by correlating object classes, as well as an engine class
that implements the actual database access methods.
[0052] In some instances, a foreign key stored in a ta-
ble may refer to another table either in the same catalog
or in another catalog on the same instance of SQL Server.
In some cases, it may be necessary to maintain key in-
formation that refers to an entirely different DAC. For in-
stance, a middleware-type application or client 107f on
the application server 104 of FIG. 1 may track sample
information from multiple instruments. The client 107f
may track sample IDs where the samples are owned by
the laboratory instruments 102a and 102b. In fact, in this
situation the sample IDs from the multiple instruments
102 may not be guaranteed to be unique across the mid-
dleware. The client 107f accordingly uses a combined
key of the sample ID and the name or address of the
"owning" instrument 102 to fully disambiguate the sample
laboratory data.
[0053] The example client-server architecture of the
environment 100 provides a serialization scheme that
enables individual objects or whole hierarchical trees of
objects to be streamed to a file (or over any other stream-
based data sink) within the database 116. The scheme
uses simple name/value pairs of built-in data types, for-
matted in JSON for web compatibility and ease of pars-
ing. Data stored in this form is typically expected to be
used as a block by the clients 107. In other words, when
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any piece (or sub-tree) of laboratory data is needed, it is
probable that the client 107 may use other portions of
the source data. For instance, a client or application that
is configured to configure a laboratory instrument gener-
ally uses all of the configuration laboratory data at the
same time. Accordingly, the configuration laboratory data
is stored as one or more blocks to be commonly accessed
by the client 107 via the DAC 206 from the database 116.
[0054] It should be appreciated that file stores will often
co-exist with an associated database store that will con-
tain key information used to a) look up specific instances
of the data or b) report on all available instances, either
as a list or in aggregate. In this case, a master copy of
the data is located at the file store and the database in-
formation is essentially a performance optimization copy
of the key data. Several useful properties fall out of this
scheme including the fact that the database 116 may
always be reconstructed from the full set of master files
on disk. Additionally, a maximum capacity of the data-
base 116 is limited by disk space and read/write times
rather than by database performance. Further, data
backups can be done without any database impact.
Moreover, for clients 107 operating on the application
server 104, the reliability and capacity of the underlying
media may be adjusted as needed by local hospital/lab
IT and managed using standard tools.
[0055] FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C show a diagram of a data
structure 400 illustrating how sample laboratory data may
be modeled and stored to the database 116i using a file-
based and object framework. Generally, sample labora-
tory data is inherently hierarchical, with objects within a
data tree relating to one another. For example, test lab-
oratory data is related to result laboratory data for a bio-
logical sample (as shown in FIGS. 4B and 4C). The an-
alyzer 114 that is working with a specific sample will of-
tentimes be working with major sub-trees in the hierar-
chy, whether by creating a new sample instances, report-
ing result status to the LIS driver 210, or adding new
results.
[0056] The database 116i may also include laboratory
data for hundreds of thousands, if not millions of samples.
Querying for specific samples within the database 116
by traversing and opening files would be overly burden-
some. Therefore, the core data model shown within the
data structure 400 is augmented on disk of the database
116 with high-performance database tables that are used
for fast querying. However, only certain of the laboratory
data shown within the data structure 400 are represented
in a fast-query table. For instance, the LastRuleRunIndex
value, the PatientMiddleName value, the PatientAddress
value, the DeferralReason value, and the DeferralStart-
Time are typically not included within a query search and
are accordingly left out of the fast-query table. Therefore,
the data representation of the fast-query tables can be
significantly smaller, thereby decreasing the processing
burden on the engine of the database 116.
[0057] It should be appreciated that the data structure
400 of FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C shows just one possible

way to structure laboratory data. In other embodiments,
the laboratory data may be partitioned into multiple seg-
regated files (e.g., base data, tests & results, audit infor-
mation, etc.). In these embodiments, a separate DAC
206 may be used for each class or type of segregated file.

Example Laboratory Data Embodiments

[0058] FIGS. 5 to 7 provide examples of how laboratory
data at the laboratory instrument 102 may be made avail-
able to the client device 106 via a DAC on the instrument
console 112. FIG. 5 shows a diagram where a user of
the client device 106 orders a test on the laboratory in-
strument 102. In this example, the instrument console
112 is separated logically (and/or physically) from the
laboratory instrument 102. In other embodiments, the in-
strument console 112 may be replaced by or operate in
conjunction with the application server 104.
[0059] In the illustrated example, the client device 106
uses the client 107 to send the instrument console 112
an order to conduct a test (step 1). A user of the client
device 106 also provides a sample associated with the
order to the laboratory instrument 102 (step 2). The lab-
oratory instrument 102 then informs the instrument con-
sole 112 that the sample has arrived (step 3). The instru-
ment console 112 updates a status to indicate the sample
is present in the laboratory instrument 102. The instru-
ment console 112 also sends the parameters of the order
to program the analyzer 114 at the laboratory instrument
102 to perform the desired test (step 4). The analyzer
114 then runs or performs the test on the sample (step 5).
[0060] During and/or after the test, the laboratory in-
strument 102 reports the results of the test to the instru-
ment console 112 (step 6). The instrument console 112
stores the test results to the appropriate database 116
within the file structure framework discussed above. The
example instrument console 112 also sends a notification
to the client device 106 that the test results are available
(step 7). The user of the client device 106 may then use
the client 107 to access and view the results of the test
(e.g., the laboratory data) stored in the database 116
(step 8).
[0061] FIG. 6 shows an example where the application
server 104 is configured to periodically aggregate/con-
solidate laboratory data in the centralized database 105
for long term warehousing and analytics. The laboratory
instruments 102 may be configured to store the labora-
tory data for a specified time period (e.g., 30, 60, or 90
days) before the data is migrated to the centralized da-
tabase 105. After this specified time, the application serv-
er 104 pulls the laboratory data from the laboratory in-
struments 102 (step 1).
[0062] In this example, a user of the client device 106
uses the client 107 to transmit a request message for
specific laboratory data (e.g., a request for pediatric spec-
imens for the last six months that were flagged as having
an abnormally high property) (step 2). A DAC at the ap-
plication server 104 searches the warehoused data at
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the centralized database 105 and accesses laboratory
data that matches the specified criteria (step 3a). The
DAC at the application server 104 also searches the lab-
oratory instruments 102 for laboratory data that matches
the specified criteria (step 3b). In this manner, the DAC
at the application server 104 operates as a client to re-
quest laboratory data from the DACs at the instrument
consoles 112 of the laboratory instruments 102. In this
illustrated example, only the laboratory instrument 102b
has the requested data. After compiling the laboratory
data from the different sources, the example application
server 104 makes the laboratory data available to the
client 107 on the client device 106 (step 4). The client
107 may then perform one or more analysis on the lab-
oratory data based on inputs from the user.
[0063] FIG. 7 shows an example where the application
server 104 is used to acquire diagnostic or instrument
laboratory data from the laboratory instruments. In this
example, a user of the client device 106 accesses or
opens a client 107 configured to determine supplies
needed for the laboratory instruments 102a to 102c (step
1). The client 107 transmits a query to the application
server 104 requesting supplies that are in need by the
laboratory instruments 102 (step 2). The application serv-
er 104 may use a DAC configured for accessing the lab-
oratory instruments 102 to transmit or broadcast an asyn-
chronous web services call to all of the laboratory instru-
ments regarding needed supplies (step 3). In this man-
ner, the DAC at the application server 104 operates as
a client to request the supplies.
[0064] Each instrument DAC 206d at the respective
instrument console 112a to 112c of the respective labo-
ratory instruments 102a to 102c access, for example, the
respective database 116iv to access instrument or diag-
nostic laboratory data. For instance, each of the analyz-
ers 114a to 114c may include sensors that detect fluid
or other supply chemical levels. A processor on the an-
alyzer 114 may transmit to the respective database 116iv
a message to store indications as to which fluids or other
chemicals are below a predetermined threshold. The re-
spective instrument DACs 206d read the contents of the
respective databases 116iv to determine fluids or other
chemicals that are in need by the respective analyzers
114a to 114c. The DACs 206d accordingly transmit a
message to the application server 104 including identifi-
cations (and/or quantities) of the fluids or chemicals
needed in addition to other needed supplies (step 3). The
message may also identify the specific analyzer 114 that
needs the fluids or chemicals.
[0065] The example application server 104 compiles
the responses from each of the laboratory instruments
102 (step 4). In some instances, the application server
104 (or client 107) may determine total quantities of each
supply needed in addition to each laboratory instrument
that needs each supply. The application server 104 then
makes available the supply laboratory data to the client
107, which renders and displays the data to the user (step
5). The user may then use the data to determine which

supplies are needed and accordingly restock the labora-
tory instruments 102 (step 6).
[0066] In some instances, the instrument console 112
may operate in conjunction with the analyzer 114 to pre-
dict supply usage based, for example, on orders re-
ceived. The instrument console 112 may then store to
the database 116iv indications of which supplies are
needed to fulfill the orders. In some instances, the instru-
ment DAC 206d or other component of the instrument
console 112 may generate a message for the application
server 104 and/or the client devices 106 indicating which
supplies are needed to be able to complete the ordered
tests. Such a message may be an alert or alarm that is
transmitted from the laboratory instrument 102 under
conditions defined by, for example, the rules 212 of FIG.
2.

Laboratory Data Storage Embodiments

[0067] As discussed above, laboratory data may be
stored on the database 116 at the respective laboratory
instruments 102 and/or at the centralized database 105.
The specific configuration as to where which types of
laboratory data may be stored is dependent on the de-
sires of each enterprise that uses the integrated console
environment 100 of FIG. 1. FIGS. 8 to 10 show diagrams
of possible configurations of data storage.
[0068] In particular, FIG. 8 shows an embodiment
where QC laboratory data and sample laboratory data
are stored at respective databases 116i and 116iii on the
laboratory instrument 102. The example instrument con-
sole 112 determines if the data generated by the labora-
tory instrument 102 (block 802) is QC or sample data
using, for example, an identifier associated with the test
that generated the data (block 804). For example, tests
run using known or control samples may be associated
with a certain type of identifier included within an order
code or identifier. The QC laboratory data is accordingly
stored at the database 116iii accessible by the QC DAC
206c of FIG. 2 (block 806) and the sample laboratory
data is stored at the database 116i accessible by the
sample DAC 206a (block 808). In this embodiment, the
sample DAC 206a may periodically push the sample data
to the centralized database 105 after a time period (e.g.,
weekly, monthly, bimonthly, quarterly, yearly, etc.).
[0069] In the illustrated example of FIG. 8, the client
107 on the client device 106 transmits a sample data
request to the application server 104. A DAC and/or client
107/206 on the application server 104 accesses the sam-
ple data from either the centralized database 105 and/or
the sample database 116i. In an example, a DAC 206 on
the application server 104 may attempt to locate the data
at the centralized database 105 by performing a query
of the laboratory data stored. The DAC 206 on the appli-
cation server 104 also transmits a query message to the
sample DAC 206a at the laboratory instrument 102. After
receiving the requested sample laboratory data, the
DAC/client 107/206 may perform an analysis on the data

17 18 



EP 3 189 455 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

and make the raw or analyzed data available for view via
the client 107 on the client device 106. It should be ap-
preciated that the DAC/client 107/206 of the application
server 104 accesses the QC DAC 206c (without access-
ing the centralized database 105) in instances where QC
laboratory data is requested.
[0070] In contrast to FIG. 8, FIG. 9 shows a configura-
tion where QC laboratory data is stored locally to the QC
database 116iii, accessible by the QC DAC 206c on the
laboratory instrument 102. The laboratory data at the QC
DAC 206c is periodically transferred or copied to the cen-
tralized database 105. The sample laboratory data is
stored only at the sample database 116i, accessible by
the sample DAC 206a. In this embodiment, a request
from the client 107 for QC data causes the DAC/client
on the application server 104 to search the centralized
database 105 and/or the database 116iii for the QC data.
A request for sample laboratory data causes the DAC/cli-
ent on the application server 104 to search only the da-
tabase 116i via the DAC 206a for the sample data.
[0071] FIG. 10 shows an embodiment where sample
laboratory data is stored to the sample database 116i
accessible by the sample DAC 206a while QC laboratory
data is transmitted directly to the centralized database
105. Here, the instrument console 112 of the laboratory
instrument 102 does not include a QC DAC or a portion
of the database 116 allocated for QC data. In this em-
bodiment, a request from the client 107 for QC data caus-
es the DAC/client 107/206 on the application server 104
to search only the centralized database 105. Similar to
FIG. 9, a request for sample laboratory data causes the
DAC/client on the application server 104 to search only
the database 116i via the DAC 206a for the sample data.
[0072] It should be appreciated that the examples
shown in FIGS. 8 to 10 are only illustrative of how labo-
ratory data may be stored in the integrated console en-
vironment 100 of FIG. 1. In other examples, the applica-
tion server 104 may only migrate laboratory data to the
centralized sever 105 that corresponds to data generated
among multiple laboratory instruments 102 from samples
collected from the same speciesism or patient. Alterna-
tively, the application server 104 may be configured to
store only data structures of query results at the central-
ized data store. The query results may specify, for in-
stance, which of the laboratory instruments 102 stores
data associated with, for example, a particular patient,
test, order, etc.

Conclusion

[0073] It will be appreciated that all of the disclosed
methods and procedures described herein can be imple-
mented using one or more computer programs or com-
ponents. These components may be provided as a series
of computer instructions on any computer-readable me-
dium, including RAM, ROM, flash memory, magnetic or
optical disks, optical memory, or other storage media.
The instructions may be configured to be executed by a

processor, which when executing the series of computer
instructions performs or facilitates the performance of all
or part of the disclosed methods and procedures.

Claims

1. A laboratory instrument apparatus (102) comprising:

a laboratory analyzer (114) configured to gen-
erate

patient sample result data by performing an
analysis on a biological sample from a pa-
tient and
quality control data by performing an anal-
ysis on a control biological sample with
known properties;
the quality control data being indicative of
an accuracy or performance of the labora-
tory instrument apparatus or a specific test
performed by the laboratory analyzer;

a local database (116) configured to locally store
the patient sample result data among a plurality
of other patient sample result data, the local da-
tabase (116) being located on the laboratory in-
strument apparatus; and
a laboratory processor (112) configured to op-
erate in conjunction with the laboratory analyzer
(114) to:

determine whether data generated by the
laboratory analyzer is the patient sample re-
sult data or the quality control data,
conditioned on the generated data being the
patient sample result data, store the patient
sample result data on the local database
(116),
conditioned on the generated data being the
quality control data, transmit the quality con-
trol data to be stored in a remotely located
memory (105), and
transmit, at a predetermined time from gen-
eration, the patient sample result data to the
remotely located memory (105), wherein
the laboratory processor (112) is configured
to transmit to an application server (104) the
quality control data upon generation and the
patient sample result data after the prede-
termined time for storage in the remotely
located memory (105), the application serv-
er being communicatively coupled to the re-
motely located memory, wherein the labo-
ratory processor (112) is configured to
transmit to the application server (104) an
indication message indicative that the pa-
tient sample result data was generated and
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locally stored,

wherein the laboratory processor (112) is con-
figured to:

receive a request message broadcast from
the application server (104), the request
message including at least some of the in-
formation included within the indication
message including an identification of a lab-
oratory analyzer type;
determine that the laboratory analyzer (114)
is of the specified laboratory analyzer type;
instruct the laboratory analyzer (114) to
generate the quality control data by per-
forming the analysis on the control biologi-
cal sample responsive to receiving the
broadcast message; and
transmit the generated quality control data
to the application server (104).

2. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, wherein the laboratory processor is (112) config-
ured to:

receive a request message from the application
server (104), the request message including at
least some of the information included within the
indication message including an identification of
the patient sample result data;
search the laboratory instrument memory (116)
for the patient sample result data stored among
the plurality of patient sample result; and
transmit the patient sample result data to the
application server (104).

3. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, wherein the indication message includes at least
one of an identifier of the patient, an identifier of an
analysis performed by the laboratory analyzer, a time
of the analysis performed by the laboratory analyzer,
an identifier of the laboratory analyzer that performed
the analysis, an identifier of the biological sample,
and a summary of the analysis performed by the lab-
oratory analyzer.

4. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, wherein the laboratory processor (112) is config-
ured to:

determine a quantity of laboratory supplies
available to the laboratory analyzer (114) and
an estimated time a laboratory supply will be ex-
hausted;
determine that at least one laboratory supply will
be exhausted within a second predetermined
time; and
transmit a message including information indic-

ative of the needed laboratory supply and a time
the laboratory supply will be exhausted.

5. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, wherein the laboratory processor (112) is config-
ured to:

receive an order for the laboratory analyzer
(114) to perform the analysis on the biological
sample;
determine an amount of a chemical supply need-
ed by the laboratory analyzer (114) to perform
the analysis in conjunction with other ordered
analyses that have not been performed; and
conditioned on the amount of the chemical sup-
ply needed being greater than a current supply,
transmit a message to the application server
(104) requesting additional chemical supply be-
fore the analysis is performed.

6. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, wherein the predetermined time is 30 days.

7. The laboratory instrument apparatus (102) of claim
1, further comprising a second laboratory analyzer
(114) configured to generate second patient sample
result data by performing a second different analysis
on a second biological sample from the patient,
wherein the laboratory instrument memory (116) is
configured to locally store the second patient sample
result data among other patient sample result data
associated with the second laboratory analyzer
(114).

Patentansprüche

1. Laborgerät (102) umfassend:

einen Laboranalysator (114), konfiguriert zur Er-
zeugung von

Ergebnisdaten von Patientenproben durch
Durchführung einer Analyse einer biologi-
schen Probe eines Patienten und
Qualitätskontrolldaten durch Durchführung
einer Analyse einer biologischen Kontroll-
probe mit bekannten Eigenschaften;
wobei die Qualitätskontrolldaten auf eine
Genauigkeit oder Leistung des Laborgerä-
tes oder eines spezifischen Tests, der vom
Laboranalysator durchgeführt wird, hinwei-
sen;

eine lokale Datenbank (116), die so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie die Ergebnisdaten von Patienten-
proben unter einer Vielzahl anderer Ergebnis-
daten von Patientenproben lokal speichert, wo-
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bei sich die lokale Datenbank (116) auf dem La-
borgerät befindet; und
einen Laborprozessor (112), der so konfiguriert
ist, dass er in Verbindung mit dem Laboranaly-
sator (114) arbeitet, um:

zu bestimmen, ob es sich bei den vom La-
boranalysator erzeugten Daten um die Er-
gebnisdaten von Patientenproben oder um
die Qualitätskontrolldaten handelt,
unter der Voraussetzung, dass es sich bei
den erzeugten Daten um die Ergebnisdaten
von Patientenproben handelt, die Ergebnis-
daten von Patientenproben in der lokalen
Datenbank (116) zu speichern,
unter der Voraussetzung, dass die erzeug-
ten Daten die Qualitätskontrolldaten sind,
die Qualitätskontrolldaten zu übertragen,
damit sie in einem entfernt gelegenen Spei-
cher (105) gespeichert werden, und
zu einer vorbestimmten Zeit nach der Er-
zeugung die Ergebnisdaten von Patienten-
proben an den entfernt gelegenen Speicher
(105) zu übertragen, wobei der Laborpro-
zessor (112) so konfiguriert ist, dass er die
Qualitätskontrolldaten bei der Erzeugung
und die Ergebnisdaten von Patientenpro-
ben nach der vorbestimmten Zeit zur Spei-
cherung in dem entfernt gelegenen Spei-
cher (105) an einen Anwendungsserver
(104) überträgt, wobei der Anwendungsser-
ver kommunikativ mit dem entfernt gelege-
nen Speicher verbunden ist, wobei der La-
borprozessor (112) so konfiguriert ist, dass
er an den Anwendungsserver (104) eine
Anzeigenachricht überträgt, die anzeigt,
dass die Ergebnisdaten von Patientenpro-
ben erzeugt und lokal gespeichert wurden,

wobei der Laborprozessor (112) konfiguriert ist,
um

eine vom Anwendungsserver (104) gesen-
dete Anforderungsnachricht zu erhalten,
wobei die Anforderungsnachricht mindes-
tens einige der in der Anzeigenachricht ent-
haltenen Informationen einschließlich einer
Identifizierung eines Laboranalysator-Typs
enthält;
festzustellen, dass der Laboranalysator
(114) dem angegebenen Laboranalysator-
Typ entspricht;
den Laboranalysator (114) anzuweisen, die
Qualitätskontrolldaten durch Durchführung
einer Analyse der biologischen Kontrollpro-
be als Reaktion auf den Empfang der ge-
sendeten Nachricht, zu erzeugen; und
die erzeugten Qualitätskontrolldaten an

den Anwendungsserver (104) zu übertra-
gen.

2. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der La-
borprozessor (112) konfiguriert ist, um
eine Anforderungsnachricht vom Anwendungsser-
ver (104) zu erhalten, wobei die Anforderungsnach-
richt zumindest einige der in der Anzeigenachricht
enthaltenen Informationen einschließlich einer Iden-
tifizierung der Ergebnisdaten von Patientenproben
enthält;
den Laborgerätespeicher (116) nach den Ergebnis-
daten von Patientenproben, die unter der Vielzahl
von Ergebnissen von Patientenproben gespeichert
sind, zu durchsuchen; und
die Ergebnisdaten von Patientenproben an den An-
wendungsserver (104) zu übertragen.

3. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Anzei-
genachricht wenigstens eines von einer Patienten-
kennung, einer Kennung einer durch den Laborana-
lysator durchgeführten Analyse, einem Zeitpunkt der
durch den Laboranalysator durchgeführten Analyse,
einer Kennung des Laboranalysators, der die Ana-
lyse durchgeführt hat, einer Kennung der biologi-
schen Probe, und einer Zusammenfassung der
durch den Laboranalysator durchgeführten Analyse,
enthält.

4. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der La-
borprozessor (112) konfiguriert ist, um
eine dem Laboranalysator (114) zur Verfügung ste-
hende Menge an Laborvorräten und eine geschätzte
Zeit, in der ein Laborvorrat erschöpft sein wird, zu
bestimmen;
festzustellen, dass mindestens ein Laborvorrat in-
nerhalb einer zweiten vorbestimmten Zeit erschöpft
sein wird; und
eine Nachricht zu übermitteln, die Informationen
über die benötigten Laborvorräte und einen Zeit-
punkt, zu dem die Laborvorräte erschöpft sein wer-
den, enthält.

5. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der La-
borprozessor (112) konfiguriert ist, um
einen Auftrag für den Laboranalysator (114) zur
Durchführung der Analyse der biologischen Probe
zu erhalten;
eine Menge eines Chemikalienvorrats zu bestim-
men, der vom Laboranalysator (114) benötigt wird,
um die Analyse in Verbindung mit anderen in Auftrag
gegebenen Analysen, die nicht durchgeführt wur-
den, durchzuführen; und
unter der Bedingung, dass die Menge des benötigten
Chemikalienvorrats größer ist als ein aktueller Vor-
rat, eine Nachricht an den Anwendungsserver (104)
zu senden, in der ein zusätzlicher Chemikalienvorrat
angefordert wird, bevor die Analyse durchgeführt
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wird.

6. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die vor-
bestimmte Zeit 30 Tage beträgt.

7. Laborgerät (102) nach Anspruch 1, das ferner einen
zweiten Laboranalysator (114) umfasst, der konfigu-
riert ist, um zweite Ergebnisdaten von Patientenpro-
ben zu erzeugen, indem er eine zweite unterschied-
liche Analyse einer zweiten biologischen Probe des
Patienten durchführt,
wobei der Laborgerätespeicher (116) konfiguriert ist,
um die zweiten Ergebnisdaten von Patientenproben
lokal unter anderen Ergebnisdaten von Patienten-
proben, die dem zweiten Laboranalysator (114) zu-
geordnet sind, zu speichern.

Revendications

1. Un appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
comprenant :

un analyseur de laboratoire (114) configuré pour
générer
des données de résultat d’un échantillon de pa-
tient en effectuant une analyse sur un échan-
tillon biologique provenant d’un patient et
des données de contrôle de qualité en effectuant
une analyse sur un échantillon biologique de
contrôle ayant des propriétés connues ;
les données de contrôle de qualité étant indica-
trices d’une précision ou une performance de
l’appareil formant instrument de laboratoire ou
un test spécifique effectué par l’analyseur de
laboratoire ;
une base de données locale (116) configurée
pour stocker localement les données de résultat
d’échantillon de patient parmi une pluralité
d’autres données de résultat d’échantillon de
patient, la base de données locale (116) étant
située sur l’appareil formant instrument de
laboratoire ; et
un processeur de laboratoire (112) configuré
pour fonctionner en conjonction avec l’analy-
seur de laboratoire (114) pour :

déterminer si les données générées par
l’analyseur de laboratoire sont les données
de résultat d’échantillon de patient ou les
données de contrôle de qualité,
à la condition que les données générées
soient les données de résultat d’échantillon
de patient, stocker les données de résultat
d’échantillon de patient dans la base de
données locale (116),
à la condition que les données générées
soient les données de contrôle de qualité,

transmettre les données de contrôle de
qualité destinées à être stockées dans une
mémoire (105) située à distance, et
transmettre, à un moment prédéterminé à
partir de la génération, les données de ré-
sultat d’échantillon de patient à la mémoire
(105) située à distance, le processeur de
laboratoire (112) étant configuré pour trans-
mettre à un serveur d’application (104) les
données de contrôle de qualité lors de la
génération et les données de résultat
d’échantillon de patient après le temps pré-
déterminé pour le stockage dans la mémoi-
re (105) située à distance, le serveur d’ap-
plication étant relié de façon communicante
à la mémoire située à distance, le proces-
seur de laboratoire (112) étant configuré
pour transmettre au serveur d’application
(104) un message d’indication indiquant
que les données de résultat d’échantillon
de patient ont été générées et stockées lo-
calement,

le processeur de laboratoire (112) étant confi-
guré pour :

recevoir un message de requête diffusé de-
puis le serveur d’application (104), le mes-
sage de requête comprenant au moins cer-
taines des informations incluses dans le
message d’indication comprenant une
identification d’un type d’analyseur de
laboratoire ;
déterminer que l’analyseur de laboratoire
(114) est du type d’analyseur de laboratoire
spécifié ;
ordonner à l’analyseur de laboratoire (114)
de générer les données de contrôle de qua-
lité en effectuant l’analyse sur l’échantillon
biologique de contrôle en réponse à la ré-
ception du message diffusé ; et
transmettre les données de contrôle de
qualité générées au serveur d’application
(104).

2. L’appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le processeur
de laboratoire est (112) configuré pour :

recevoir un message de requête en provenance
du serveur d’application (104), le message de
requête comprenant au moins certaines des in-
formations incluses dans le message d’indica-
tion comprenant une identification des données
de résultat d’échantillon de patient ;
rechercher dans la mémoire d’instrument de la-
boratoire (116) les données de résultat d’échan-
tillon de patient stockées parmi la pluralité de
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résultats d’échantillon de patient ; et
transmettre les données de résultat d’échan-
tillon de patient au serveur d’application (104).

3. L’appareil formant instrument de laboratoire (102)
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le message
d’indication comprend au moins l’un parmi un iden-
tifiant du patient, un identifiant d’une analyse effec-
tuée par l’analyseur de laboratoire, une heure de
l’analyse effectuée par l’analyseur de laboratoire, un
identifiant de l’analyseur de laboratoire qui a effectué
l’analyse, un identifiant de l’échantillon biologique et
un résumé de l’analyse effectuée par l’analyseur de
laboratoire.

4. L’appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le processeur
de laboratoire (112) est configuré pour :

déterminer une quantité de fournitures de labo-
ratoire disponibles pour l’analyseur de labora-
toire (114) et un temps estimé pour qu’une four-
niture de laboratoire soit épuisée ;
déterminer qu’au moins une fourniture de labo-
ratoire sera épuisée dans un deuxième temps
prédéterminé ; et
transmettre un message contenant des informa-
tions indicatrices de la fourniture nécessaire
pour le laboratoire et le moment auquel le ma-
tériel du laboratoire sera épuisé.

5. L’appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le processeur
de laboratoire (112) est configuré pour :

recevoir une commande pour que l’analyseur
de laboratoire (114) effectue l’analyse sur
l’échantillon biologique ;
déterminer une quantité de produit chimique né-
cessaire à l’analyseur de laboratoire (114) pour
effectuer l’analyse en conjonction avec d’autres
analyses ordonnées qui n’ont pas été
effectuées ; et
dès lors que la quantité de fourniture en produits
chimiques nécessaire est supérieure à une four-
niture actuelle, transmettre un message au ser-
veur d’application (104) demandant une fourni-
ture de produits chimiques supplémentaire
avant que l’analyse ne soit effectuée.

6. L’appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la durée pré-
déterminée est de 30 jours.

7. L’appareil (102) formant instrument de laboratoire
selon la revendication 1, comprenant en outre un
deuxième analyseur de laboratoire (114) configuré
pour générer des deuxièmes données de résultat

d’échantillon de patient en effectuant une deuxième
analyse différente sur un deuxième échantillon bio-
logique du patient,
la mémoire (116) d’instrument de laboratoire étant
configurée pour stocker localement les deuxièmes
données de résultat d’échantillon de patient parmi
d’autres données de résultat d’échantillon de patient
associées au deuxième analyseur de laboratoire
(114).
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