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(54) SYSTEM FOR REDUCING THE AMOUNT OF NITROGEN OXIDES IN THE EXHAUST GAS OF 
AN INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE

(57) The present application relates to a system for
reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides in the exhaust
gas of an internal combustion engine, comprising a re-
ducing agent container for storing reducing agent, a re-
ducing agent injection system for injecting the reducing
agent into the exhaust gas under the control of a selective
catalytic reactor process system (9, 10) and a metering
device (7) arranged to communicate with the reducing
agent container for controlled injection of the reducing
agent into the exhaust gas. Furthermore, a selective cat-
alytic reactor system (6) is provided comprising an ex-
haust gas inlet (4) to lead the exhaust gas from the in-
ternal combustion engine (2) into the selective catalytic
reactor system, a selective catalytic reactor arranged for
converting the exhaust gas to a purified exhaust gas by
reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides in the exhaust
gas using the reducing agent, an exhaust gas outlet (5)
to lead the purified exhaust gas out of the selective cat-
alytic reactor-system and a nitrogen oxides analyser (8)
arranged in the exhaust gas outlet for measuring the
amount of nitrogen oxides present in the purified exhaust
gas. Furthermore, a machinery system is provided ar-
ranged to determine a significant engine load signal, a
selective catalytic reactor control system arranged for
mapping the significant engine load signal versus the
amount of injected reducing agent for a specified nitrogen
oxides reduction efficiency and a control box for modify-
ing the incoming significant engine load signal based on
the measurements of the nitrogen oxides analyser into
a modified engine load signal.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The present application relates to a system for
reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides in the exhaust
gas of an internal combustion engine, more in particular
larger diesel engines such as stationary or marine diesel
engines.

Background

[0002] Nitrogen oxides (NOx) are a well-known class
of atmospheric pollutants that pose certain risks to the
human health and agriculture. The bulk of atmospheric
nitrogen oxides are NO, NO2 and N2O, but can also in-
clude components such as NO3 and N2O5. Nitrogen ox-
ides are the key components in the formation of photo-
chemical smog, which damages respiratory functions
and visibility. Additionally, nitrogen oxides that come into
contact with moisture in the atmosphere form nitric acid
and thus acidic rain. Nitrogen oxides furthermore are in-
volved in the production of tropospheric ozone. Environ-
mental agencies around the world have therefore insti-
tuted standards for nitrogen oxides control in exhaust
gases in an effort to reduce the harmful effects thereof.
[0003] In order to comply with the regulation of nitrogen
oxides, engine manufacturers and engine suppliers have
implemented selective catalytic reduction (SCR)-sys-
tems that treat the engine exhaust gas after it leaves the
engine. These systems are often referred to as "after-
treatment systems". In such after-treatment systems, a
reducing agent, most commonly an aqueous urea solu-
tion ((NH2)2CO) is selectively injected into the exhaust
gas stream of an engine and absorbed onto a down-
stream catalyst substrate. The injected urea solution de-
composes into ammonia (NH3), which reacts with nitro-
gen oxides (NOx) in the exhaust gas to form water (H2O)
and diatomic nitrogen (N2), which both are harmless to
the environment. However, because an excess in either
the NOx or the injected aqueous urea solution may result
in undesirable emissions, the dosage of aqueous urea
solution injected needs to be carefully controlled.
[0004] There already exist NOx-reduction systems in-
cluding an SCR-catalytic converter and a metering as-
sembly for delivery of a reducing agent into exhaust gas
under the control of a control system.
[0005] In US 6,082,102 for instance, an NOx-reduction
system for an internal combustion engine operating with
excess air is disclosed, comprising an SCR-catalytic con-
verter arranged in an exhaust system of an internal com-
bustion engine, a reducing agent container for storing
reducing agent, and a metering device communicating
with the reducing agent container for controlled delivery
of the reducing agent into the exhaust system upstream
of the SCR-catalytic converter in a direction of exhaust
gas flow in the exhaust system. The NOx-reduction sys-
tem furthermore comprises a control device assembly

integrated in the reducing agent container for controlling
the NOx-reduction system, wherein the control device
assembly is a functional unit comprising a control device
and associated sensors and actuators for storing, feed-
ing, conditioning and metering the reducing agent.
[0006] In WO 2011/060792 for instance, a system for
selective catalytic reduction is described, comprising an
inlet of a gas to be catalytically reduced, a control portion
to administer an amount of reducing agent to be mixed
with the gas to be catalytically reduced, a dosage portion
that measures out the amount of reducing agent admin-
istered by the control portion, an injection portion that
injects the reducing agent into the gas to be catalytically
reduced upstream of a catalyst portion that reduces the
gas to be catalytically reduced to a reduced gas and an
outlet of the reduced gas.
[0007] In order to update older and/or less advanced
NOx reduction systems, exhaust after-treatment systems
are often retrofitted. As after-treatment systems however
become more complex, retrofitting such systems is also
becoming correspondingly difficult. Retrofitting includes
necessary hardware as well as software changes in the
existing exhaust after-treatment systems, requiring a sig-
nificant amount of labor and may necessitate multiple
tradesmen to retrofit a single system.
[0008] Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a NOx re-
duction system for which installation, be it retrofitting or
initial manufacturing, is simplified.
[0009] In US 6,192,676, a device for reducing a
NOx-content in exhaust gas of a vehicle internal combus-
tion engine, wherein a control unit is provided and the
engine is operated with excess air. The device comprises
an exhaust system conducting an exhaust gas flow in an
exhaust gas flow direction, an SCR catalytic converter
disposed in the exhaust system, a reducing agent me-
tering system including a source of reducing agent and
a reducing agent injection valve communicating with the
source of reducing agent, wherein the injection valve is
disposed to inject reducing agent into the exhaust system
upstream of the SCR catalytic converter in the exhaust
gas flow direction, a temperature sensor, an NOx meas-
uring sensor, and an exhaust gas flow sensor connected
to the exhaust system, a reducing agent control unit di-
rectly connected to the temperature sensor, to the NOx
measuring sensor, and to the exhaust gas flow sensor.
The reducing agent control unit determines an amount
of reducing agent to be injected, from measurements of
the temperature sensor, the NOx measuring sensor, and
the exhaust gas flow sensor without recourse to data
available in the control unit of the internal combustion
engine, and driving the reducing agent metering system
and metering the reducing agent based on the measure-
ment. This US patent does not disclose any consolidation
of other after-treatment components then the urea stor-
age container. It is remarked that urea storage containers
only represent a small portion of an after-treatment sys-
tem. Consequently, there remains a need for a simplified
after-treatment system configured for a streamlined in-
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stallation process.
[0010] One particular kind of prior art SCR system (1)
is shown in FIG. 1. The SCR system (1) is operably con-
nected to an internal combustion engine (2) by means of
a machinery system (11) arranged to determine a signif-
icant engine load signal (A). An SCR control system (9)
receives the significant engine load signal (A). Using a
pre-determined mapping (B) of engine load (I) versus
optimum reducing agent flow (II), an amount of reducing
agent to be injected into the exhaust gas stream is de-
termined. However, in these kinds of prior art systems,
actual operating conditions are not taken into account in
determining the amount of reducing agent injected in the
gas stream. This can result in too little reducing agent
injection, which causes excessive NOx emissions. Alter-
natively, it can result in too much reducing agent injection,
which leads to excessive reducing agent use and it may
even lead to emission of unused reducing agent into the
environment (e.g. ammonia slip). Accordingly, there is a
need for SCR systems and related methods which allow
more accurately regulation of the amount of reducing
agent injected in an exhaust gas stream.

Summary

[0011] The systems and methods provided herein al-
leviate one or more deficiencies of the prior art.
[0012] According to one aspect, provided herein is a
system for reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides in ex-
haust gas of an internal combustion engine, comprising

- a selective catalytic reactor system comprising:

• a selective catalytic reactor arranged to catalyt-
ically convert the exhaust gas to a purified ex-
haust gas by reducing the amount of nitrogen
oxides in the exhaust gas using a reducing
agent;

• an exhaust gas inlet to lead exhaust gas from
the internal combustion engine into the selective
catalytic reactor;

• an exhaust gas outlet to lead the purified ex-
haust gas out of the selective catalytic reactor
system; and;

+ a nitrogen oxides analyser arranged in the
exhaust gas outlet for measuring the
amount of nitrogen oxides present in the pu-
rified exhaust gas;

- a reducing agent injection system comprising a con-
tainer for storing reducing agent, an injector for in-
jecting the reducing agent into the selective catalytic
reactor system or the exhaust gas inlet of the selec-
tive catalytic reactor system thereby contacting the
exhaust gas with the reducing agent, and a metering
device for controlled injection of the reducing agent
into the selective catalytic reactor system or the ex-

haust gas inlet of the selective catalytic reactor sys-
tem;

- a machinery system arranged to determine a signif-
icant engine load signal; and;

- a process controller receiving information from the
machinery system and the nitrogen oxides analyser
and sending information to the reducing agent injec-
tion system;

wherein the process controller

a) modifies the incoming significant engine load sig-
nal based on the measured amount of nitrogen ox-
ides present in the purified exhaust gas, thereby gen-
erating a modified engine load signal,
b) maps the modified engine load signal in function
of a reference amount of injected reducing agent for
a specified nitrogen oxides reduction efficiency; and
c) regulates the amount of reducing agent to be in-
jected based on the results of step (b).

[0013] It shall be noted that the terms "control box" and
"process controller" as used herein are synonyms and
are mutually interchangeable.
[0014] Additionally or alternatively, in one aspect, pro-
vided herein is a system for reducing the amount of ni-
trogen oxides in the exhaust gas of an internal combus-
tion engine, the system comprising

- a reducing agent container for storing reducing
agent;

- a reducing agent injection system for injecting the
reducing agent into the selective catalytic reactor
system or the exhaust gas inlet of the selective cat-
alytic reactor system thereby contacting the reducing
agent with the exhaust gas, wherein the reducing
agent injection system is controlled by a selective
catalytic reactor process system;

- a metering device for controlled injection of the re-
ducing agent into the selective catalytic reactor sys-
tem or the exhaust gas inlet of the selective catalytic
reactor system ;

- a selective catalytic reactor system comprising:

• an exhaust gas inlet to lead the exhaust gas from
the internal combustion engine into the selective
catalytic reactor system;

• a selective catalytic reactor arranged to catalyt-
ically convert the exhaust gas to a purified ex-
haust gas by reducing the amount of nitrogen
oxides in the exhaust gas using a reducing
agent;

• an exhaust gas outlet to lead the purified ex-
haust gas out of the selective catalytic reactor-
system;

• a nitrogen oxides analyser arranged in the ex-
haust gas outlet for measuring the amount of
nitrogen oxides present in the purified exhaust
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gas;

- a machinery system arranged to determine a signif-
icant engine load signal;

- a selective catalytic reactor control system arranged
for mapping the significant engine load signal versus
the amount of injected reducing agent for a specified
nitrogen oxides reduction efficiency;

- a control box for modifying the incoming significant
engine load signal based on the measurements of
the nitrogen oxides analyser into a modified engine
load signal.

[0015] The engine load is the external mechanical re-
sistance against which the engine acts.
[0016] By modifying the incoming significant engine
load signal as input to the SCR control system, one or
more specific NOx-setpoints can be reached.
[0017] By providing a control box that modifies the in-
coming significant engine load signal based on the meas-
urements of the NOx-analyser into a modified engine load
signal, existing SCR-systems can be retrofitted without
the need of a reprogramming of the SCR control system,
which is normally very time consuming and sometimes
not at all possible.
[0018] In an embodiment of a system according to the
application, the control box comprises a display arranged
to view the significant engine load signal and the modified
engine load signal.
[0019] In an embodiment of a system according to the
application, the nitrogen oxides analyser is arranged for
continuously or periodically measuring the amount of ni-
trogen oxides present in the purified exhaust gas. This
allows to minimize the reagent consumption, to avoid un-
desirable emissions (high NOx or high NH3) and to detect
and alert if large deviations in NOx reduction process
occur. The more frequent the measurement is made, the
better.
[0020] In a possible embodiment of a system according
to the application, the internal combustion engine is a
stationary or a marine diesel engine.
[0021] Further provided herein is a method for reducing
the amount of nitrogen oxides in an exhaust gas of an
internal combustion engine. The method comprises the
following steps:

a. receiving a nitrogen oxides concentration signal,
the nitrogen oxides concentration signal being indic-
ative of a nitrogen oxides concentration in a purified
exhaust gas;
b. receiving an incoming significant engine load sig-
nal;
c. modifying the incoming significant engine load sig-
nal based on the nitrogen oxides measuring signal,
thereby obtaining a modified engine load signal;
d. determining an amount of reducing agent to be
injected in the exhaust gas of the internal combustion
engine based on the nitrogen oxides concentration

signal, the modified engine load signal, and a map-
ping of the modified engine load signal as a function
of a reference amount of injected reducing agent for
a specified nitrogen oxides reduction efficiency.

[0022] In some embodiments, step c comprises the fol-
lowing sub-steps:

ca. comparing the nitrogen oxides concentration in
the purified exhaust gas to a reference nitrogen ox-
ides concentration for the incoming significant en-
gine load signal;
cb. if the difference between the nitrogen oxides con-
centration in the purified exhaust gas and the refer-
ence nitrogen oxides concentration is larger than a
pre-determined upper value, increasing the modified
engine load signal by a pre-determined first amount;
cc. if the difference between the nitrogen oxides con-
centration in the purified exhaust gas and the refer-
ence nitrogen oxides concentration is smaller than
a pre-determined lower value, decreasing the mod-
ified engine load signal by a pre-determined second
amount.

[0023] In some embodiments, the mapping comprises
a one-to-one relation between the modified engine load
signal and urea flow.
[0024] In some embodiments, step d is followed by the
step:

e. contacting the exhaust gas with a reducing agent
according to the amount of reducing agent deter-
mined in step d.

[0025] In some embodiments, step e comprises inject-
ing a reducing agent into a selective catalytic reactor sys-
tem or an exhaust gas inlet of the selective catalytic re-
actor system.
[0026] In some embodiments, step a is preceded by
the step: measuring the nitrogen oxides concentration in
a purified exhaust gas.
[0027] In some embodiments, step b is preceded by
the step: measuring the significant engine load signal.
[0028] In some embodiments, the method is computer-
implemented.
[0029] Further provided is a computer program product
comprising program code instructions for implementing
a method provided herein.
[0030] Further provided herein is a system configured
for executing a method provided herein.

Description of the figures

[0031]

FIG. 1 shows a prior art system for reducing the
amount of nitrogen oxides in the exhaust gas present
in an exhaust gas system of an internal combustion
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engine.
FIG. 2 shows one embodiment of a system as pro-
vided herein for reducing the amount of nitrogen ox-
ides in the exhaust gas present in an exhaust gas
system of an internal combustion engine.
FIG. 3 shows a system according to the application
for reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides in the
exhaust gas present in an exhaust gas system of an
internal combustion engine.
FIG. 4 shows a graph of NOx concentration (III) ver-
sus reducing agent (urea) flow (IV) for a particular
engine load.

[0032] Throughout the figures, the following number-
ing is adhered to: 1 - System; 2 - internal combustion
engine; 3 - selective catalytic reduction (SCR)-system; 4
- exhaust gas inlet; 5 - exhaust gas outlet; 6 - selective
catalytic reactor; 7 - reducing agent injection system; 8 -
NOx analyser; 9 - SCR-control system; 10 - SCR-process
system; 11 - machinery system; 12 - control box; 12a -
display; A - significant engine load signal; B -mapping;
C - modified engine load signal; I - engine load; II - opti-
mum reducing agent flow; III - NOx concentration; IV -
reducing agent (urea) flow; α - linear region; β transition
region; γ region of ammonia slip.

Detailed description

[0033] A system (1) according to the application for
reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the ex-
haust gas of an internal combustion engine (2) is provided
with a selective catalytic reduction (SCR)-system (3).
This SCR-system (3) comprises an exhaust gas inlet (4)
arranged to lead in exhaust gas to be cleaned from the
internal combustion engine (2), as well as an exhaust
gas outlet (5) to lead cleaned exhaust gas out of the SCR-
system (3). Furthermore, a selective catalytic reactor (6)
is provided to catalytically convert the exhaust gas into
purified exhaust gas by the reduction of the amount of
NOx in the exhaust gas using a reducing agent.
[0034] The reducing agent used is typically, but not
limited to, an aqueous urea solution or an aqueous or
anhydrous ammonia. The reducing agent is stored in a
reducing agent container (not shown on figure 1). In order
to inject the reducing agent into the exhaust gas, a re-
ducing agent injection system (7) is provided.
[0035] The amount of reducing agent to be injected is
controlled by an SCR-process system (10) and is based
on a repetitive significant engine load signal (A) coming
from a machinery system (11) and an appurtenant map-
ping (B) of the engine load (I) versus the optimum reduc-
ing agent flow (II). The mapping (B) is done by performing
a number of NOx emission tests on the engine (2) and
SCR-system at various loads and various amounts of
reducing agent that is injected. The mapping is first made
manually and then programmed into an SCR-control sys-
tem (9).
[0036] In some embodiments, the mapping is made by

selecting optimum NOx concentrations (II) from NOx con-
centration (III) - reducing agent flow (IV) pairs for various
engine loads (I), and preferably by interpolating between
the retrieved optimum NOx concentration (II) - engine
load (I) data points. A particular graph of NOx concentra-
tion (III) - reducing agent flow (IV) for a specific engine
load is shown in FIG. 4.
[0037] In particular embodiments, selection of an op-
timum reducing agent flow (II) for an engine load (I) may
be done as follows: divide a NOx concentration (III) - re-
ducing agent flow (IV) curve in three parts: α, β, and γ
(see FIG. 4). Part α is a linear part with low amounts of
reducing agent but high NOx emissions. Part β is a tran-
sition region between the linear region and a regimen of
excess reducing agent addition. Part γ corresponds to
excessive reducing agent addition, and is associated with
unwanted reducing agent emissions (e.g. ammonia slip
in case the reducing agent is, for example, urea). Un-
wanted reducing agent emissions occur when too much
reducing agent is added, and not all reducing agent re-
acts with NOx in the exhaust gas stream. Reducing agent
emissions are not desirable because they correspond to
excessive reducing agent use, and they corresponds to
increased pollution due to exhaust of unreacted reducing
agent. An optimum reducing agent flow (II) is a flow be-
tween parts α and β, which corresponds to low NOx ex-
haust and no ammonia slip.
[0038] In some embodiments, the first mapping is
changed automatically for optimum tuning of the reducing
agent flow based on a NOx measurement obtained using
the NOx-analyser (8), as shown in Fig. 2. In other words,
in some embodiments, the engine load - urea flow map-
ping is adapted based on real-time NOx measurements.
[0039] In order to measure the amount of NOx left over
in the purified exhaust gas, and to detect the amount of
reducing agent to be injected at each engine load sce-
nario to provide a desired NOx-conversion with a mini-
mum level of exhaust of ammonia, a NOx-analyser (8) is
arranged in the exhaust gas outlet (5). The NOx-analyser
(8) may be arranged to measure the NOx present in the
purified exhaust gas continuously or periodically. During
non-testing of the engine (2), the mapping (B) is used to
let the reducing agent injection system under the control
of the SCR-process system (10) inject the appropriate
amount of reducing agent into the exhaust gas stream
to be purified. In order words, the mapping includes that
the amount of reducing agent being injected into the ex-
haust gas coming from the engine and to be purified is
changed, and the effect thereof on the amount of NOx
present in the exhaust gas to be cleaned is checked by
the NOx-analyser (8), through which it is possible to de-
termine the optimum amount of reducing agent to be in-
jected into the exhaust gas to be cleaned for a given
engine load. The optimum amount of reducing agent to
be injected is typically when all necessary NOx is re-
moved out of the exhaust gas and no excess reducing
agent exhaust from the exhaust outlet occurs. The map-
ping can be adapted in the sense that tests can be per-
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formed, typically automatically and continuously or at
regular time intervals, to draw a new map. Once the new
map is established, it is used until a next adaptation of
the system is performed.
[0040] In retrofitted legacy systems, it may be difficult
to adapt the engine load - urea flow mapping based on
real-time NOx measurements. In order to overcome this
issue, the significant engine load signal may be modified
into a modified engine load signal based on real-time
NOx measurements, as explained in more detail below
and as exemplified in FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the
significant engine load signal is modified by means of a
control box (12). Accordingly, in some embodiments the
system comprises a control box (12) that is arranged for
modifying the incoming significant engine load signal (A)
to a modified (or corrected) engine load signal (C) based
on the measurements of the NOx-analyser (8). In other
words, the measurements from the NOx-analyser (8) are
fed back to this control box (12), and the control box (12)
adapts the mapping (B) accordingly. Preferably, the con-
trol box (12) adapts the mapping (B) as discussed in the
context of the present methods below. The modification
of the engine load signal (A) to a modified engine load
signal (C) is preferably done as discussed below, in the
context of the present methods, and the modification can
be done by means of a PLC (Programmable Logic Con-
troller). Accordingly, in some embodiments, the control
box comprises a PLC configured to modify the engine
load signal (A) to a modified engine load signal (C). The
control box (12) may include a display (12a) that is ar-
ranged for viewing at least the significant engine load
signal (A) and the modified engine load signal (C). Op-
tionally, other data related to the SCR-process such as
amongst others the measured NOx, alarm texts, etc can
be displayed. In some embodiments, the display (12a)
can be used as input device to program the setup with
the control box (12) and the NOx-analyser (8). In some
embodiments, the display (12a) can be used as an inter-
face between different people. The control box (12) may
be mounted in the vicinity of the SCR control system (9).
An example of such a system is shown in Fig. 3.
[0041] Further provided herein is a method for reducing
the amount of nitrogen oxides in an exhaust gas of an
internal combustion engine. The method involves receiv-
ing a nitrogen oxides concentration signal. The nitrogen
oxides concentration signal is indicative of the nitrogen
oxides concentration signal in a purified exhaust gas. In
other words, the nitrogen oxides concentration signal
preferably encodes a nitrogen oxides concentration in a
purified exhaust gas which was measured earlier. The
method also involves receiving an incoming significant
engine load signal. The significant engine load signal is
preferably measured, and represents the significant en-
gine load, which is the mechanical resistance against
which the engine acts. The incoming significant engine
load signal is then modified based on the nitrogen oxides
measuring signal. This results in a modified engine load
signal. Then, an amount of reducing agent to be injected

in the exhaust gas of the internal combustion engine is
determined based on the nitrogen oxides concentration
signal, the modified engine load signal, and a mapping.
The mapping generally comprises a one-to-one relation
between the modified engine load signal and a reference
amount of injected reducing agent. Preferably, the refer-
ence amount of injected reducing agent corresponds to
a specified nitrogen oxides reduction efficiency.
[0042] In some embodiments, the step of modifying
the incoming significant engine load signal based on the
nitrogen oxides measuring signal comprises a number
of sub steps. In particular, a first sub step involves a com-
parison of the nitrogen oxides concentration in the puri-
fied exhaust gas to a reference nitrogen oxides concen-
tration for the incoming significant engine load signal. If
the nitrogen oxides concentration in the purified exhaust
gas is higher than the reference nitrogen oxides concen-
tration, the modified engine load signal is increased by
a pre-determined amount. If the nitrogen oxides concen-
tration in the purified exhaust gas is lower than the ref-
erence nitrogen oxides concentration, the modified en-
gine load signal is decreased by a pre-determined
amount.
[0043] In some embodiments, the mapping comprises
a one-to-one relation between the modified engine load
signal and urea flow. Preferably, the reducing agent flow
increases monotonically with increasing engine load.
Preferably, the reducing agent is urea-based. In some
embodiments, the reducing agent is an aqueous urea
solution, for example an aqueous urea solution according
to norm ISO22241. Alternatively, the reducing agent may
be hydrous or anhydrous ammonia.
[0044] After the amount of reducing agent to be inject-
ed in the exhaust gas is determined, the exhaust gas
may be contacted with reducing agent according to the
previously determined amount of reducing agent. Pref-
erably, the reducing agent is injected by means of a re-
ducing agent injection system (7) which is controlled by
an SCR-process system (10). In some embodiments, the
amount of reducing agent may be expressed as a flow
rate, or as a pre-determined amount.
[0045] In some embodiments, the reducing agent is
injected into a selective catalytic reactor system, into a
selective catalytic reactor, and/or into an exhaust gas
inlet of the selective catalytic reactor system.
[0046] In some embodiments, the method is computer-
implemented. This allows efficient execution of the meth-
ods. Further provided is a computer program product
comprising program code instructions for implementing
a method provided herein. Accordingly, systems can be
efficiently programmed to execute a method provided
herein. Further provided herein is a system configured
for executing a method provided herein, which allows
effective execution of the present methods.
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Claims

1. A system for reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides
in exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine,
comprising

- a selective catalytic reactor system comprising:

• a selective catalytic reactor arranged to
catalytically convert the exhaust gas to a
purified exhaust gas by reducing the
amount of nitrogen oxides in the exhaust
gas using a reducing agent;
• an exhaust gas inlet to lead exhaust gas
from the internal combustion engine into the
selective catalytic reactor;
• an exhaust gas outlet to lead the purified
exhaust gas out of the selective catalytic re-
actor system; and;
• a nitrogen oxides analyser arranged in the
exhaust gas outlet for measuring the
amount of nitrogen oxides present in the pu-
rified exhaust gas;

- a reducing agent injection system comprising
a container for storing reducing agent, an injec-
tor for injecting the reducing agent into the se-
lective catalytic reactor system or the exhaust
gas inlet of the selective catalytic reactor system
thereby contacting the exhaust gas with the re-
ducing agent, and a metering device for control-
led injection of the reducing agent into the se-
lective catalytic reactor system or the exhaust
gas inlet of the selective catalytic reactor sys-
tem;
- a machinery system arranged to determine a
significant engine load signal; and;
- a process controller receiving information from
the machinery system and the nitrogen oxides
analyser and sending information to the reduc-
ing agent injection system;

CHARACTERIZED IN THAT the process controller

a) modifies the incoming significant engine load
signal based on the measured amount of nitro-
gen oxides present in the purified exhaust gas
thereby generating a modified engine load sig-
nal,
b) maps the modified engine load signal in func-
tion of a reference amount of injected reducing
agent for a specified nitrogen oxides reduction
efficiency; and
c) regulates the amount of reducing agent to be
injected based on the results of step (b).

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the control
box comprises a display arranged to at least view

the significant engine load signal and the modified
engine load signal.

3. The system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
nitrogen oxides analyser is arranged for continuous-
ly or periodically measuring the amount of nitrogen
oxides present in the purified exhaust gas.

4. The system according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the internal combustion engine is a station-
ary or marine diesel engine.

5. Method for reducing the amount of nitrogen oxides
in an exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine,
the method comprising the following steps:

a. receiving a nitrogen oxides concentration sig-
nal, the nitrogen oxides concentration signal be-
ing indicative of a nitrogen oxides concentration
in a purified exhaust gas;
b. receiving an incoming significant engine load
signal;
c. modifying the incoming significant engine load
signal based on the nitrogen oxides measuring
signal, thereby obtaining a modified engine load
signal;
d. determining an amount of reducing agent to
be injected in the exhaust gas of the internal
combustion engine based on the nitrogen ox-
ides concentration signal, the modified engine
load signal, and a mapping of the modified en-
gine load signal as a function of a reference
amount of injected reducing agent for a specified
nitrogen oxides reduction efficiency.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein step c
comprises the following sub-steps:

ca. comparing the nitrogen oxides concentration
in the purified exhaust gas to a reference nitro-
gen oxides concentration for the incoming sig-
nificant engine load signal;
cb. if the difference between the nitrogen oxides
concentration in the purified exhaust gas and
the reference nitrogen oxides concentration is
larger than a pre-determined upper value, in-
creasing the modified engine load signal by a
pre-determined first amount;
cc. if the difference between the nitrogen oxides
concentration in the purified exhaust gas and
the reference nitrogen oxides concentration is
smaller than a pre-determined lower value, de-
creasing the modified engine load signal by a
pre-determined second amount.

7. The method according to claim 5 or 6, wherein the
mapping comprises a one-to-one relation between
the modified engine load signal and urea flow.
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8. The method according to any one of claims 5 to 7,
wherein step d is followed by the step:

e. contacting the exhaust gas with a reducing
agent according to the amount of reducing agent
determined in step d.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein step e
comprises injecting a reducing agent into a selective
catalytic reactor system or an exhaust gas inlet of
the selective catalytic reactor system.

10. The method according to any one of claims 5 to 9,
wherein step a is preceded by the step: measuring
the nitrogen oxides concentration in a purified ex-
haust gas.

11. The method according to any one of claims 5 to 10,
wherein step b is preceded by the step: measuring
the significant engine load signal.

12. The method according to any one of claims 5 to 11,
wherein the method is computer-implemented.

13. Computer program product comprising program
code instructions for implementing a method accord-
ing to any one of claims 5 to 11.

14. System according to any one of claims 1 to 4 con-
figured for executing a method according to any one
of claims 5 to 11.
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