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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/799,194 filed on March 15, 2013.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments of the invention relate to a device for the subcutaneous delivery of drugs, vaccines and other
therapeutic agents in more than one stage over extended periods of time.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Both oral and intravenous forms of drug delivery have a number of limitations. Oral delivery limitations include
toxicity, poor absorption and varying concentrations over time. Intravenous limitations include the requirement to mix
and store the drug in liquid form as well as the use of sterile technique. These can be particularly problematic in rural
areas where adequate refrigeration and sterile needles are not necessarily readily available, limiting shelf life and exposing
the patient to infection. Thus, there is a need for improved methods of drug delivery which can extend shelf life and are
more easily used in settings lacking refrigeration or sterile medical supplies.
[0004] An additional challenge in drug delivery is administrating a medication regimen which requires an initial delivery
of a medication (e.g. drugs, vaccines and other therapeutic agents) followed by one or more subsequent "booster shot"
dosages of medication, significantly later in time, in order to complete the medication regimen. Such a regimen adds
time and costs to all concerned as well the risk that the subsequent dose is administered late or missed altogether.
Administration of such a medication regimen can be particularly problematic in rural areas where there is logistical
difficulty in finding and/or treating a patient with one or more subsequent dosages.
[0005] Some of the same challenges also present themselves in inoculating livestock with a medication that requires
one or more booster shots. Administering a dosage of medication requires herding the livestock followed by the isolating
and pacifying of each individual animal in order to deliver the medication dosage. Administering a booster shot dosage
in the same manner to the same livestock requires the effort and cost of herding the livestock and the isolating and
pacifying of each individual animal one or more subsequent times. This challenge can also be seen in providing medication
to humans, where the patient may be unable to return to a doctor to receive a second, third, and/or subsequent booster
shot as part of a medication regimen.
[0006] Thus, there is a need for improved methods of medication delivery which can deliver subsequent dosages of
a medication regimen without the need for the patient (which can include a human or other animal such as bovine
livestock) to return to the administrator of the initial medication, or for the administrator of the initial medication to actively
seek out and find the patient.
[0007] US 2010/204678 A1 discloses a skin penetrating device and method for subcutaneous solid drug delivery.

SUMMARY

[0008] The invention is defined by the claims. Any subject-matter falling outside the scope of the claims is provided
for information purposes only. In particular, the invention concerns the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform
of claim 1.
[0009] Various embodiments of the invention described herein provide a multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery
device for the subcutaneous delivery of drugs, vaccines and other therapeutic agents. Many embodiments provide a
multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery device that can penetrate the skin of a patient (either a human or other mammal)
and subcutaneously deliver a first selectable dose of a first therapeutic agent which can be absorbed into the body tissue
and/or blood stream to produce a first therapeutic effect for a first selectable period of time, and subsequently after a
second selectable period of time, deliver a second selectable dose of a second therapeutic agent which can be absorbed
into the body tissue and/or blood stream to produce a second therapeutic effect for a third selectable period of time. In
various embodiments, the drug and/or other therapeutic agents can be in the form of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, and/or in
solid form as a slug, pellet, powder, or another solid structure.
[0010] Further embodiments described herein provide a multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery device that can pen-
etrate the skin of a patient and subcutaneously deliver a first selectable dose of a first therapeutic agent which can be
absorbed into the body tissue and/or blood stream to produce a first therapeutic effect for a first selectable period of
time, subsequently, after a second selectable period of time, deliver a second selectable dose of a second therapeutic
agent which can be absorbed into the body tissue and/or blood stream to produce a second therapeutic effect for a third
selectable period of time, and subsequently, after a fourth selectable period of time, deliver a third selectable dose of a
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third therapeutic agent which can be absorbed into the body tissue and/or blood stream to produce a third therapeutic
effect for a fifth selectable period of time.
[0011] One embodiment provides a multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery device for the subcutaneous delivery of
therapeutic agents in solid or liquid form which includes a core body and a skin penetrating end, in which the core body
is detachably coupled to a distal end of a delivery apparatus or structure, such as a shaft. In aspects, the multi-stage
biodegradable drug delivery device can be a skin penetrating device that is fabricated from a solid composition that is
configured to dissolve in body tissue fluids and be absorbed into the body tissue and/or blood stream. The penetrating
end has an arrow head or other shape that is configured to penetrate and lodge beneath the skin of a patient when
inserted through the skin by force applied from the shaft. This can be done by holding the delivery apparatus in the
user’s fingers and poking the skin or through means of a mechanism (such as a modified syringe plunger) which advances
the delivery apparatus or the skin penetrating device itself into the skin. The penetrating end may also penetrate through
and lodge within subcutaneous, dermal, and/or subdermal tissue. When the penetrating end and core body are advanced
into the skin and the delivery apparatus is pulled away from the skin, the core body detaches from the delivery apparatus
and is retained beneath the skin typically, in a muscular layer.
[0012] Embodiments of the invention are particularly useful for the delivery of vaccines and other medication requiring
multiple doses that need to be delivered over a staggered period of time such as days or even months.
[0013] Further details of these and other embodiments and aspects of the invention are described more fully below,
with reference to the attached drawing figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0014]

FIG. 1A depicts a cross-sectional schematic of a two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform.
FIG. 1B depicts a cross-sectional schematic of a three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform.
FIG. 2 is an illustration modeling the delivery of a drug from a three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] Certain embodiments of the present invention provide for a two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform,
wherein the platform is capable of penetrating the skin of, and being inserted subcutaneously within, a human patient
or other mammal such as various livestock, including bovine livestock. Other embodiments of the present invention
provide for a three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform, wherein the platform is capable of penetrating the skin
of a human patient or other mammal (e.g., bovine or other livestock), and being inserted subcutaneously within a human
or other mammal.
[0016] FIG. 1A depicts a cross-sectional schematic of an embodiment of a two-stage biodegradable drug delivery
platform 100, which is shaped in the form of a needle and can include a core body 102 and a penetrating end 104. The
core body 102 of the biodegradable drug delivery platform 100 can include a first biodegradable material, and may
include one or more biodegradable polymers such as PLGA (poly(lactic-co-glycolic) acid), poly-lactic acid, cellulose, as
well as sugars such as maltose or other biodegradable material described herein or known in the art. The penetrating
end 104 can be fabricated from the same biodegradable material as the core body 102. The core body 102 is at least
in-part hollow, with a primary cavity 103. The penetrating end 104 may be beveled or tapered to a point to allow for the
puncture of a skin surface. Related surface penetrating structures, delivery methods, and therapies which may be adapted
for use with examples described herein may be more fully understood with reference to U.S. Patent No. 8,353,863.
[0017] The primary cavity 103 can contain a first dosage of a therapeutic agent 106 (e.g., an initial dose of vaccine,
birth control drug, etc.), which can be in the form of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, or in solid form as a slug, pellet, powder, or
another solid structure. The primary cavity 103 can also contain a secondary shell 108, which is also at least in-part
hollow, having a secondary cavity 109. The secondary shell 108 can either include or be composed of a second biode-
gradable material, such as magnesium (Mg) that is different than the first biodegradable material. The magnesium used
can comprise pure magnesium or various alloys thereof which are known in the biomaterials arts to degrade in the body.
Suitable magnesium alloys may include, for example, alloys containing one or more of zinc (Zn), manganese (Mn),
aluminum (Al), calcium (Ca), lithium (Li), zirconium (Zr), yttrium (Y), and rare earth metals. The secondary cavity 109
can contain a second dosage of a therapeutic agent 110 (e.g., a booster dose of vaccine, secondary dose of birth control
drug, etc.), which can be in the form of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, or in solid form as a slug, pellet, powder, or another solid
structure. The first dosage of a therapeutic agent 106 and the second dosage of a therapeutic agent 110 can be the
same therapeutic agent at the same dosage and/or concentration, the same therapeutic agent at different dosages
and/or concentrations, or different therapeutic agents at similar or dissimilar dosages. In other embodiments, the first
dosage of a therapeutic agent 106 and the second dosage of a therapeutic agent 110 can comprise one or more of the
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same therapeutic agents. In many embodiments of the invention, delivery of a therapeutic agent from a multi-stage
biodegradable drug delivery platform does not require that a biomaterial completely biodegrade, but rather that a sufficient
proportion of a biomaterial degrades such that a therapeutic agent can egress from a cavity (e.g. through an aperture,
diffusing through the biomaterial, etc.) which is defined by a structure comprised of the biomaterial.
[0018] According to one embodiment, the core body 102 can be fabricated from a first biodegradable material configured
to quickly biodegrade in vivo, typically within about twenty (20) minutes, after subcutaneous insertion of the two-stage
biodegradable drug delivery platform 100 into the body of a patient. According to other embodiments, the first biode-
gradable material can be fabricated from materials configured to biodegrade in vivo, over various periods of time, for
example one (1) hour, two (2) hours, four (4) hours, six (6) hours, twelve (12) hours, or over periods of time in between
or beyond the embodiments listed. Upon biodegradation of the core body 102, the first dosage of a therapeutic agent
106 is released into the body of the patient; this release of the first dosage 106 comprises the first stage of drug delivery
from the two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 100. Additionally, upon biodegradation of the core body 102,
the secondary shell 108 is directly exposed to the in vivo conditions of the patient’s body. The secondary shell 108
biodegrades at a slower rate than the core body 102. Accordingly, the thicker the secondary shell 108 walls are, the
proportionally more time it takes for the secondary shell to completely biodegrade. Upon biodegradation of the secondary
shell 108, the second dosage of a therapeutic agent 110 is released into the body of the patient; this release of the
second dosage 110 is the second stage of drug delivery from the two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 100.
In various aspects, both or each of the first dosage and second dosage can have different amounts of mass of one or
more therapeutic agent.
[0019] Various factors can be taken into consideration in the selection of the wall thickness and other dimension of
the secondary shell 108. These can include one more of the volume of the primary cavity, the desired degradation of
the shell including the degradation for release of second 106 or third dose 110 of medication and the intended implant
site for platform 100. In various embodiments of the two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 100, the size and
volume of the secondary shell 108 can be limited by the size and volume of the primary cavity 103, and accordingly,
while the walls of the secondary shell 108 may be of varying thicknesses, the wall thicknesses are also limited by the
size and volume of the primary cavity 103. In some embodiments, the walls of the secondary shell 108 can be about
one (1) thousandth of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about five (5) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about ten (10)
thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about twenty (20) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, or any range of
thicknesses between and including these thicknesses. According to one more embodiments, the walls of the secondary
shell 108 can be configured to have a thickness such that the secondary shell 108 retains its structural integrity and
does not biodegrade for a selected period of time. In particular, the secondary shell 108 can have walls that are thick
enough to remain intact in vivo for about three months, about six months, about nine months, or for any period of time
including and in between these durations. Wall thickness for longer periods of time are also contemplated, such as
thicknesses to achieve one year, two year, five years and even longer periods. Thus, in aspects, a first time period for
biodegradation of the first biodegradable material can be substantially shorter than a second time period for biodegra-
dation of the second biodegradable material. The appropriate wall thickness can be determined based on mass transfer
and/or kinetic relationships known in the art including for example Fickian and non-Fickian diffusion, electrochemical
rate equations, zero, first order and second order kinetic equations, and Arrhenius equations. In some aspects, the first
biodegradable material can biodegrade at a faster rate than the second biodegradable material, based upon the thickness
of the materials or physical characteristics of the materials.
[0020] FIG. 1B depicts a cross-sectional schematic of an embodiment of a three-stage biodegradable drug delivery
platform 112. According to this embodiment, the platform can be in the form of a needle or like shape and includes a
core body 102 and a tissue penetrating end 104. The core body 102 is at least in-part hollow and has a primary cavity
103. As in the two-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 100, in embodiments of a three-stage biodegradable drug
delivery platform 112 the core body 102 as well as the tissue penetrating end 104 can be made of the same material,
such as a first biodegradable material as described above (though in some embodiments penetrating end 104 can be
made of a material that has in increased hardness for better tissue penetrating ability). Penetrating end 104 can beveled
or tapered (or have other tissue penetrating shape) to allow for puncture of the skin of an animal. The core body 102 is
again at least in-part hollow, with a primary cavity 103.
[0021] The primary cavity 103 in the three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 112 also contains a first dosage
of a therapeutic agent 106, which can be in the form of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, or in solid form as a slug, pellet, powder,
or another solid structure. The primary cavity 103 can also contain a secondary shell 108, which is also at least in-part
hollow, and can include divided and separate compartments which may include at least a secondary cavity 109 and a
tertiary cavity 115. The secondary shell 108 can be made of a second biodegradable material, as described above,
which is different than the first biodegradable material so that the secondary shell biodegrades at different rate then the
core body. The secondary cavity 109 can contain a second dosage of a therapeutic agent 110, which can be in the form
of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, or in solid form as a slug, pellet, powder, or another solid structure. The tertiary cavity 115
can contain a third dosage of a therapeutic agent 114, which can be in the form of a liquid, a gel, a colloid, or in solid
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form as a slug, pellet, powder, or another solid structure. The first dosage of a therapeutic agent 106, the second dosage
of a therapeutic agent 110, and the third dosage of a therapeutic agent 114 can be the same therapeutic agent at the
same dosage and/or concentration, the same therapeutic agent at different dosages and/or concentrations, or different
therapeutic agents at similar or dissimilar dosages. Further, in some embodiments, two of the three dosages may be
identical, while the third of the three dosages is different. In various aspects, any or each of the first dosage, second
dosage, and third dosage can have different amounts of mass of one or more therapeutic agent.
[0022] In various embodiments, the walls of the secondary shell 108 can be of varying thicknesses, depending on the
amount of time the secondary shell is desired to remain intact. Generally, the thicker the secondary shell 108 wall, the
more time it takes before the secondary shell completely biodegrades. Thus, according to one more embodiments,
thicker walls for secondary shell 108 can be used when longer degradation times of the shell are desired. Also, according
to one or more embodiments, the thickness of the secondary shell 108 wall defining the secondary cavity 109 (encap-
sulating the second dosage 110) can be thinner than the thickness of the secondary shell 108 wall defining the tertiary
cavity 115 (encapsulating the third dosage 114). Specifically, the secondary shell 108 of the three-stage biodegradable
drug delivery platform 112 can have a first wall thickness 116 which surrounds and defines the secondary cavity 109,
in which the second dosage 110 is encapsulated. Similarly, the secondary shell 108 of the three-stage biodegradable
drug delivery platform 112 can have a second wall thickness 118 which surrounds and defines the tertiary cavity 115,
in which the third dosage 114 is encapsulated.
[0023] In various embodiments of the invention, the release of therapeutic agent (including the period when it is
released after implant of platform 100) from the secondary and tertiary cavities 109 and 115 can be controlled by the
wall thicknesses of shell 108 including for example thicknesses 116 and 118 as well as the material(s) selected for shell
108. Accordingly in some embodiments, the first wall thickness 116 is thinner than the second wall thickness 118 so as
to have secondary cavity 109 release its therapeutic agent sooner than tertiary cavity 115. This is due to the fact that
secondary shell 108, comprised of the second biodegradable material, biodegrades at a steady rate in vivo, thus the
portion of the secondary shell 108 bounded only by the first wall thickness 116 does not remain intact in vivo for as long
of a period of time as the portion of the secondary shell 108 bounded by the second wall thickness 118. Thus the shell
around secondary cavity 109 breaks down sooner than that surrounding tertiary cavity 115. In alternative or additional
embodiments, the release of therapeutic agents can also be controlled by selection of the materials for shell 108. For
example, the material of shell 108 surrounding secondary cavity 109 can be configured to biodegrade at a faster rate
than tertiary cavity 115, so as to have second therapeutic agent dose 110 release sooner than third therapeutic agent
dose. As described above, the rates of degradation of the shell 108 can also be controlled by the selection of the material
for the shell. For magnesium and other metals this can include the use of one or more of various alloys (which can slow
rates of degradation), impurities, heat treatment (e.g. annealing, solution, and age treatments and the like are known in
the art) and coatings.
[0024] According to one embodiment of the invention, the core body 102 can be comprised of a first biodegradable
material that is configured to quickly biodegrade in vivo, typically within twenty (20) minutes, after subcutaneous insertion
of the three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 112 into the body of a patient. In alternative embodiments, the
first biodegradable material can be configured to biodegrade in vivo, over various periods of time, for example within
one (1) hour, two (2) hours, four (4) hours, six (6) hours, twelve (12) hours, or over periods of time in between or beyond
the embodiments listed.
[0025] A discussion will now be presented of the different stages of drug delivery obtainable by one or more embod-
iments of delivery platform 100. Upon biodegradation of the core body 102, the first dosage of a therapeutic agent 106
is released into the body of the patient; this release of the first dosage 106 (e.g., a first dose of vaccine, antibiotic, birth
control agent, etc.) constitutes the first stage of drug delivery from the three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform
112. Upon biodegradation of the core body 102, the secondary shell 108 is configured to be directly exposed to the in
vivo conditions of the patient’s body (e.g., exposure to fluids in sub-dermal or other tissue) and thus begin to biodegrade.
Accordingly, the portion of the secondary shell 108 bounded only by the first wall thickness 116 degrades after a first
selected period of time, exposing the secondary cavity 109 to the in vivo environment, releasing the second dosage of
a therapeutic agent 110 (e.g., a booster dose of vaccine, or second dose of antibiotic, birth control agent, etc.) over a
second selected period of time. The release of the second dosage 110 constitutes the second stage of drug delivery
from the three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 112. Subsequently, the portion of the secondary shell 108
bounded by the second wall thickness 118 degrades after a third selected period of time, exposing the tertiary cavity
115 to the in vivo environment, releasing the third dosage of a therapeutic agent 110 over a fourth selected period of
time; this release of the second dosage 110 constitutes the third stage of drug delivery from the three-stage biodegradable
drug delivery platform 112.
[0026] In various embodiments of the three-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 122, the first wall thickness
116 of the secondary shell 108 can be about one (1) thousandth of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about five (5) thousandths
of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about ten (10) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, or any range of thicknesses between
and including these thicknesses. Further, the second wall thickness 118 of the secondary shell 108 can be about five
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(5) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about ten (10) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick, about twenty (20)
thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch) thick or any range of thicknesses between and including these thicknesses. The
second wall thickness 118 of the secondary shell 108 is generally thicker than the first wall thickness 116, such that as
the second biodegradable material biodegrades in vivo, the secondary cavity 109 is exposed, and the second dosage
110 delivered, to the in vivo environment before the tertiary cavity 115 is exposed, and the third dosage 114 delivered,
to the in vivo environment. In particular, the first wall thickness 116 of the secondary shell 108 may be thick enough to
remain intact in vivo (maintaining the structural integrity of the secondary cavity 109) for about three months, about six
months, or about nine months, or for any period of time including and in between these durations, while the second wall
thickness 118 is thick enough to remain intact in vivo (maintaining the structural integrity of the tertiary cavity 115) for a
relatively longer period of time.
[0027] In alternative embodiments of the invention, the secondary shell 108 can have a plurality of cavities, that allow
for a fourth, fifth, or even greater number of dosages to be delivered by a multi-stage drug delivery platform. Further, in
other alternative embodiments of the invention, wall thicknesses that provide for longer periods of time before biode-
grading are also contemplated, including, but not limited to, thicknesses of fifty (50), one hundred (100), one hundred
fifty (150), or two hundred (200) thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch), and thickness ranges in between.
[0028] In various embodiments, the weight of the core body 102 and penetrating end 104 can range between about
150 mg to about 400 mg, with larger and smaller weights contemplated. For embodiments of the core body 102 and
tissue penetrating end 104 fabricated from maltose, the weight can range from about 190 mg to about 380 mg. In various
embodiments, the weight of the secondary shell 108 can range from about 90 mg to about 150 mg, with larger and
smaller weights contemplated. For embodiments of the secondary shell 108 fabricated from magnesium, the weight can
range from about 93 mg to about 141 mg. Even larger and smaller weights are contemplated. A particular weight of a
core body and corresponding dosage of therapeutic agent can be selected depending on one or more of the size and
age of the patient.
[0029] In alternative embodiments of the invention, an additional drug, vaccine or other therapeutic agent, which can
be the same or different drug or therapeutic agent as the first dosage 106, the second dosage 110, and/or the third
dosage 114, can be mixed in with the biodegradable material that forms the core body 102 and/or penetrating end 104
of the biodegradable drug delivery platform 100. In such embodiments, the penetrating end 104 can comprise a sub-
stantially heterogeneous mixture of a drug and the biodegradable material used to form the overall biodegradable drug
delivery platform 100.
[0030] FIG. 2 is an illustration modeling the delivery of one or more drugs over time from an embodiment of a three-
stage biodegradable drug delivery platform 112. At the time of injection 200 of the three-stage biodegradable drug
delivery platform 112, the first biodegradable material begins to biodegrade and soon thereafter delivers a dosage 202
of the first therapeutic agent over a first selectable period of time 204. The portion of the secondary shell 108 defining
the secondary cavity 109 is configured to biodegrade after a second selectable period of time 206, after which a dosage
202 of the second therapeutic agent is delivered for a third selectable period of time 208. The portion of the secondary
shell 108 defining the tertiary cavity 115 is configured to biodegrade after a fourth selectable period of time 210, after
which a dosage 202 of the third therapeutic agent is delivered for a fifth selectable period of time 212. In various
embodiments of the invention, the dosage 202 of the various therapeutic agents can be of the same or different volumes,
and can be of the same or different therapeutic agents, at similar or dissimilar concentrations. Further, the selectable
periods of time that the therapeutic agents can be delivered can be of the same or different durations of time.
[0031] Many embodiments of the invention provide for the delivery of a drug or other therapeutic agent in a bolus
dose. In particular embodiments, either one or both of delivery of the first dosage of therapeutic agent and the delivery
of the last dosage of a therapeutic agent can be delivered as a bolus. At the time of injection, the first therapeutic agent
can be delivered as a bolus, releasing a dosage of the first therapeutic agent within a human, a mammal, or other animals
soon thereafter. In embodiments of the invention, there may be a quiescent period of time after delivery of the first
therapeutic agent and before delivery of the second therapeutic agent where there is no therapeutic agent being delivered
from the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform to the body of the human or other animal that has been injected.
A quiescent period can be a period of days, weeks, months, or years. In embodiments of the invention where more than
one dosage of therapeutic agents is delivered to the body of a human or other animal, one or more of the deliveries of
a dosage of therapeutic agent may be followed by a quiescent period where no therapeutic agent is delivered from the
multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform. The delivery of a therapeutic agent as a bolus can be employed in
combination with a relatively gradual delivery of a therapeutic agent. For example, in some embodiments, a dosage of
a first therapeutic agent may be released as a bolus over a first selectable period of time, after which for a second
selectable period of time which is quiescent and no therapeutic agent is delivered, a dosage of a second therapeutic
agent is released over a third selectable period of time which is relatively longer than the first selectable period of time.
Subsequently, after a fourth selectable period of time, a dosage of a third therapeutic agent can be delivered as a bolus
to the human or other animal for a fifth selectable period of time which can be similar in duration to the first selectable
period of time. In embodiments of the invention, every dosage of therapeutic agents delivered may be delivered as a bolus.
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[0032] Vaccine Embodiments. Many embodiments can be configured for the delivery of vaccine in humans and other
animals where the vaccine regimen requires an initial dose followed by a booster dose. A booster dose is an extra
administration of a vaccine after an earlier dose. After initial immunization, a booster injection or booster dose is a re-
exposure to the immunizing antigen in the initial dose. The booster dose can be given to increase immunity against that
antigen back to protective levels after it has been shown to have decreased or after a specified period.
[0033] Humans Vaccines Having Booster Doses. Some of the vaccines delivered to humans which may require
booster doses which can be delivered by one or more embodiments of the invention can include but are not limited to
the following: hepatitis A, hepatitis B, hepatitis C, tetanus, Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (given all at once known as
Td/Tdap), measles, Human papillomavirus (HPV), Varicella (chickenpox) and meningococcal vaccine, polio virus vaccine
(inactivated), Rotavirus vaccine, Haemophilus influenzae type vaccine and pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. Still other
vaccines are contemplated including all of the multi-dose vaccines (not included on this list), which are given in a typical
vaccine schedule for infants, toddlers, children, teenagers and adults. In various embodiments, the booster doses of a
specific vaccine can be configured to be delivered in one or more secondary shells 108 described herein which are
configured to degrade in a selected time period (e.g., 3 months, 6 months, etc.) to deliver the first and/or subsequent
booster doses of the vaccine. According to various embodiments, shell 108 can be fabricated from one or more of
magnesium, magnesium alloys, or other biodegradable material known in the art. The shell according to the invention
comprises magnesium. The particular dimensions (e.g., thickness, etc.) and other properties of the magnesium or other
shell 108 (e.g. corrosion resistance, biodegradation rate, density, composition (alloys and impurities etc.)) can be adapted
for the particular size, and age of the patient (infant, toddler, teenager or adult) so as to achieve the desired release
period of the first or any other subsequent booster dose. The amount and composition of the booster itself can also be
factored into the dimensions of the shell. For example, increased wall thickness may be used for vaccines which them-
selves can have biodegradative effect on the shell or accelerate the biodegradation of the shell.
[0034] Vaccines for Bovines Having Booster Doses. Some of the vaccines for various bovine infectious diseases
delivered to bovine and other livestock which may require booster doses which can be delivered by one or more em-
bodiments of the invention are listed in the tables below by category of animal along with schedule for initial dose and
subsequent booster doses. Still other vaccines are contemplated. Again in various embodiments, the booster doses of
the specific vaccine are configured to be delivered in one or more secondary shells 108 described herein, which may
comprise magnesium or other biodegradable material, which is configured to degrade in a selected time period to after
deliver the first and/or subsequent booster doses of the vaccine. The particular dimensions (e.g., thickness, etc.) and
other properties of the magnesium or other shell 108 can be adapted for the particular size, and age of the livestock so
as to achieve the desired release period of the first or any other subsequent booster dose. The shell according to the
invention comprises magnesium.

Table 1, Vaccine Schedule for Cows and Bulls
Vaccine, When
IBR Annual (killed or intranasal)
BVD Annual
PI 3 Annual
BRSV Annual
Leptospirosis (5-Way) Annual (every 3 to 6 months in some areas)
Vibriosis Annual (30 to 60 days before breeding)
Trichomoniasis Annual (30 to 60 days before breeding)
Pinkeye As needed
Blackleg 7-Way Annual
Anthrax As directed

Table 2, Vaccine Schedule for Calves
Vaccine, When
Blackleg 7-Way Preweaning
IBR-BVD-PI3 Preweaning
Leptospirosis Preweaning
Brucellosis Heifers (4 to12 months)
BRSV As needed
Pasteurella Preweaning
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Exemplary Methods For Multi Stage Drug Delivery.

[0035] Various additional embodiments of multi-stage drug delivery using embodiments of the multistage drug delivery
device will now be presented. In examples described herein, a method of delivering a drug in multiple stages may
comprise: (1) implanting a multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform into a patient, where the multi-stage biode-
gradable drug delivery platform is at least in part fabricated from a first biodegradable material which biodegrades in
vivo, (2) delivering a first therapeutic agent to the patient after the first biodegradable material of the multi-stage biode-
gradable drug delivery platform biodegrades, and (3) delivering a second therapeutic agent to the patient, after the first
portion of the second biodegradable material of the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform biodegrades,
wherein the second biodegradable material biodegrades in vivo at a slower rate than the first biodegradable material.
[0036] In other examples described herein, a method of delivering a drug in multiple stages may comprise (1) implanting
a multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform into a patient, where the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery
platform is at least in part constructed from a first biodegradable material which biodegrades in vivo, (2) delivering a first
therapeutic agent to the patient after the first biodegradable material of the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery
platform biodegrades, (3) delivering a second therapeutic agent to the patient, after the first portion of the second
biodegradable material of the multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform biodegrades, wherein the second bio-
degradable material biodegrades in vivo at a slower rate than the first biodegradable material, and (4) delivering a third
therapeutic agent to the patient after a second portion of the second biodegradable material biodegrades.
[0037] In still other examples described herein, a method of delivering a multi-stage biodegradable drug may comprise:
advancing a penetrating end of a body through skin of a patient so as to lodge the body subcutaneously within the
patient, wherein a shell is disposed within the body; releasing a first therapeutic agent dose from the advanced body
within the patient; and releasing a second therapeutic agent dose from the shell within the patient at a desired period of
time after the release of the first therapeutic agent dose by biodegrading the shell within the body.

Conclusion

[0038] The foregoing description of various embodiments of the invention has been presented for purposes of illustration
and description. It is not intended to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed. Many modifications, variations
and refinements will be apparent to practitioners skilled in the art. For example, various embodiments can be sized or
otherwise adapted for various pediatric applications as well as a number of veterinary applications (e.g. canine, feline,
equine, bovine, porcine, etc.).
[0039] Elements, characteristics, or acts from one embodiment can be readily recombined or substituted with one or
more elements, characteristics or acts from other embodiments to form numerous additional embodiments within the
scope of the invention. Moreover, elements that are shown or described as being combined with other elements, can,

(continued)

Vaccine, When
Haemophilus somnus Preweaning
Pinkeye As needed
E. coli Vaccinate cows (twice 30 days before calving)
Anthrax As directed
Anaplasmosis As directed

Table 3, Vaccine Schedule for Heifers
Vaccine, When
Brucellosis Calfhood (4 to 12 months)
IBR Before breeding
BVD-PI3 Before breeding
BRSV Before breeding
Vibriosis Before breeding
Leptospirosis Before breeding
Blackleg 7-Way Before breeding
Anthrax Optional as directed
Anaplasmosis Optional as directed
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in various embodiments, exist as standalone elements. Also, the invention contemplates embodiments in which an
element(s) shown and described in an embodiment is excluded from that embodiment. Hence, the scope of the present
invention is not limited to the specifics of the described embodiments, but is instead limited solely by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform, the platform comprising:

a body comprising a first biodegradable material, the body shaped to be delivered through the skin of a mammal
and lodge subcutaneously within the mammal by force applied to the body, the body including a pointed tissue
penetrating end and being at least partially hollow to define a primary cavity;
a shell defining a secondary cavity, the shell disposed within the body and comprising a second biodegradable
material comprising magnesium;
a first therapeutic agent dosage carried by the body in the primary cavity and disposed outside the shell defining
the secondary cavity so as to be releasable within the mammal by in vivo biodegradation of the body after a
first time period; and
a second therapeutic agent dosage disposed within the secondary cavity of the shell so as to be releasable
within the mammal by in vivo biodegradation of the shell after a second time period; and
wherein at least one of a wall thickness or a physical characteristic of the body and the shell are selected such
that the body degrades at a faster rate than the shell.

2. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the first and second therapeutic agent
dosages comprise vaccine dosages and the first dosage is released before the second dosage.

3. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 2, wherein the second dosage of vaccine is a booster
dose and the second biomaterial comprises a magnesium alloy that is configured to biodegrade to release the
booster dose after a period of time in which the mammal’s immunity to an antigen from the first dosage has decreased.

4. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the second biodegradable material com-
prises a magnesium alloy.

5. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the physical characteristic of the shell is
one of composition, alloy composition, impurity or corrosion resistance.

6. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the shell has a wall thickness of 1 to 20
thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch).

7. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform in either of claims 1 or 6, wherein the shell has a wall thickness
of 1 to 10 thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch).

8. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform in any of claims 1, 6 or 7, wherein the shell has a wall thickness
of 1 to 5 thousandths of 25.4 mm (an inch).

9. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the shell has a wall thickness configured
to biodegrade in vivo so as to release the second dosage from 10 days to 1 year after release of the first therapeutic
agent dosage.

10. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the shell has a wall thickness configured
to biodegrade in vivo in a period from three months to six months.

11. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the first therapeutic agent dosage and the
second therapeutic agent dosage comprise different therapeutic agents.

12. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the first therapeutic agent dosage and the
second therapeutic agent dosage comprise at least one common therapeutic agent.

13. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the shell further comprises a tertiary cavity,
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separate and distinct from the secondary cavity, the tertiary cavity containing a third therapeutic agent dosage.

14. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 1, wherein the body has a first wall thickness configured
to biodegrade in vivo over the first period of time to then release the first therapeutic agent dosage, and the secondary
cavity has a wall thickness configured to biodegrade in vivo over the second period so as to release the second
therapeutic agent dosage after the first dosage.

15. The multi-stage biodegradable drug delivery platform of claim 14, wherein the second therapeutic agent dosage is
a booster dose of therapeutic agent.

Patentansprüche

1. Mehrstufige, biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform, wobei die Plattform aufweist:

einen Körper, der ein erstes biologisch abbaubares Material aufweist, wobei der Körper so geformt ist, dass er
durch die Haut eines Säugetiers eingebracht werden kann und sich durch eine auf den Körper ausgeübte Kraft
subkutan in dem Säugetier einnistet, wobei der Körper ein spitzes, Gewebe durchdringendes Ende aufweist
und mindestens teilweise hohl ist, um einen Primärhohlraum zu definieren;
eine Schale, die einen sekundären Hohlraum definiert, wobei die Schale innerhalb des Körpers angeordnet ist
und ein zweites biologisch abbaubares Material aufweist, das Magnesium aufweist;
eine erste therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis, die vom Körper in der Primärhöhle mitgeführt und außerhalb der
Schale, die die Sekundärhöhle definiert, so angeordnet ist, dass sie im Säugetier durch biologischen Abbau
des Körpers in vivo nach einer ersten Zeitspanne freisetzbar ist; und
eine zweite therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis, die in der Sekundärhöhle der Schale so angeordnet ist, dass sie im
Säugetier durch biologischen Abbau der Schale in vivo nach einer zweiten Zeitspanne freisetzbar ist; und
wobei mindestens eine von einer Wanddicke oder einer physikalische Eigenschaft des Körpers und der Schale
so gewählt ist, dass der Körper sich mit einer schnelleren Geschwindigkeit als die Schale zersetzt.

2. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste und
zweite therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis Impfstoffdosen aufweisen und die erste Dosis vor der zweiten Dosis freigesetzt
wird.

3. Mehrstufige, biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 2, wobei die zweite Impf-
stoffdosis eine Auffrischungsdosis ist und das zweite Biomaterial eine Magnesiumlegierung aufweist, die so konfi-
guriert ist, dass sie sich biologisch abbaut, um die Auffrischungsdosis nach einer Zeitspanne freizusetzen, in der
die Immunität des Säugetiers gegen ein Antigen aus der ersten Dosis abgenommen hat.

4. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei das zweite bi-
ologisch abbaubare Material eine Magnesiumlegierung aufweist.

5. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die physikalische
Eigenschaft der Schale eine bezüglich einer Zusammensetzung, einer Legierungszusammensetzung, einer Verun-
reinigung oder einer Korrosionsbeständigkeit ist.

6. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schale eine
Wandstärke von 1 bis 20 Tausendstel von 25,4 mm (ein Zoll) aufweist.

7. Mehrstufige, biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1 oder 6, wobei die Scha-
le eine Wandstärke von 1 bis 10 Tausendstel 25,4 mm (ein Zoll) aufweist.

8. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach einem der Ansprüche 1, 6 oder 7,
wobei die Schale eine Wandstärke von 1 bis 5 Tausendstel von 25,4 mm (ein Zoll) aufweist.

9. Mehrstufige, biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schale eine
Wandstärke aufweist, die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie in vivo biologisch abbaubar ist, so dass die zweite Dosis 10
Tage bis 1 Jahr nach Freisetzung der ersten therapeutischen Wirkstoffdosis freigesetzt wird.
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10. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schale eine
Wandstärke aufweist, die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie in vivo in einem Zeitraum von drei bis sechs Monaten biologisch
abbaubar ist.

11. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste thera-
peutische Wirkstoffdosis und die zweite therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis unterschiedliche therapeutische Wirkstoffe
aufweisen.

12. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die erste thera-
peutische Wirkstoffdosis und die zweite therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis mindestens einen gemeinsamen therapeu-
tischen Wirkstoff aufweisen.

13. Mehrstufige, biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Schale fer-
ner einen von dem sekundären Hohlraum getrennten und gesonderten tertiären Hohlraum aufweist, der eine dritte
therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis enthält.

14. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Körper eine
erste Wanddicke aufweist, die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie in vivo in der ersten Zeitspanne biologisch abgebaut wird,
um dann die erste therapeutische Wirkstoffdosis freizusetzen, und die sekundäre Kavität eine Wanddicke aufweist,
die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie in vivo in der zweiten Zeitspanne biologisch abgebaut wird, um die zweite therapeu-
tische Wirkstoffdosis nach der ersten Dosierung freizusetzen.

15. Mehrstufige biologisch abbaubare Medikamentenverabreichungsplattform nach Anspruch 14, wobei die zweite the-
rapeutische Wirkstoffdosis eine Auffrischungsdosis des therapeutischen Wirkstoffs ist.

Revendications

1. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples, la plateforme comprenant :

un corps comprenant un premier matériau biodégradable, le corps façonné pour être délivré à travers la peau
d’un mammifère et se loger par voie sous-cutanée à l’intérieur du mammifère par une force appliquée sur le
corps, le corps incluant une extrémité pointue de pénétration de tissu et étant au moins partiellement creux
pour définir une cavité primaire ;
une coque définissant une cavité secondaire, la coque disposée au sein du corps et comprenant un deuxième
matériau biodégradable comprenant du magnésium ;
une première dose d’agent thérapeutique portée par le corps dans la cavité primaire et disposée à l’extérieur
de la coque définissant la cavité secondaire de manière à pouvoir être délivrée à l’intérieur du mammifère par
la biodégradation in vivo du corps après une première période de temps ; et
une deuxième dose d’agent thérapeutique disposée au sein de la cavité secondaire de la coque de manière à
pouvoir être délivrée à l’intérieur du mammifère par la dégradation in vivo de la coque après une deuxième
période de temps ; et
dans laquelle au moins l’une d’une épaisseur de paroi ou d’une caractéristique physique du corps et de la coque
sont choisies de sorte que le corps se dégrade à une vitesse plus rapide que la coque.

2. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
les première et deuxième doses d’agent thérapeutique comprennent des doses de vaccin et la première dose est
délivrée avant la deuxième dose.

3. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 2, dans laquelle
la deuxième dose de vaccin est une dose de rappel et le deuxième biomatériau comprend un alliage de magnésium
qui est configuré pour se biodégrader pour délivrer la dose de rappel après une période de temps pendant laquelle
l’immunité du mammifère contre un antigène de la première dose a diminué.

4. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
le deuxième matériau biodégradable comprend un alliage de magnésium.

5. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
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la caractéristique physique de la coque est l’une parmi la composition, la composition de l’alliage, la résistance aux
impuretés et ou à la corrosion.

6. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la coque a une épaisseur de paroi allant de 1 à 20 millièmes de 25,4 mm (un pouce).

7. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon l’une ou l’autre des revendications
1 ou 6, dans laquelle la coque a une épaisseur de paroi allant de 1 à 10 millièmes de 25,4 mm (un pouce).

8. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1, 6 ou 7, dans laquelle la coque a une épaisseur de paroi allant de 1 à 5 millièmes de 25,4 mm (un pouce).

9. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la coque a une épaisseur de paroi configurée pour se biodégrader in vivo de manière à délivrer la deuxième dose
de 10 jours à 1 an après la délivrance de la première dose d’agent thérapeutique.

10. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la coque a une épaisseur de paroi configurée pour se biodégrader in vivo sur une période de trois mois à six mois.

11. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la première dose d’agent thérapeutique et la deuxième dose d’agent thérapeutique comprennent des agents diffé-
rents.

12. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la première dose d’agent thérapeutique et la deuxième dose d’agent thérapeutique comprennent au moins un agent
thérapeutique commun.

13. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
la coque comprend en outre une cavité tertiaire, séparée et distincte de la cavité secondaire, la cavité tertiaire
contenant une troisième dose d’agent thérapeutique.

14. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle
le corps a une première épaisseur de paroi configurée pour se biodégrader in vivo pendant la première période de
temps pour délivrer ensuite la première dose d’agent thérapeutique, et la cavité secondaire a une épaisseur de
paroi configurée pour se biodégrader in vivo pendant la deuxième période de manière à délivrer la deuxième dose
d’agent thérapeutique après la première dose.

15. Plateforme biodégradable de délivrance de médicament à étages multiples selon la revendication 14, dans laquelle
la deuxième dose d’agent thérapeutique est une dose de rappel de l’agent thérapeutique
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