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(57) [Problem]
To provide: an aluminum alloy having excellent high

temperature strength and thermal conductivity; and an
internal combustion engine piston comprising said alloy.

[Solution]

According to the present invention, provided is an
aluminum alloy comprising 11.0-13.0% Si, ≤0.3% Fe,
0.3-2.0% Mg, 2.0-5.0% Cu, 3.0-4.0% Ni, 0.2-1.0% Mn,
0.05-0.4% Cr, and 0.05-0.4% V, with the remainder com-
prising aluminum and unavoidable impurities.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention pertains to a high strength aluminum alloy, an internal combustion engine piston com-
prising said alloy, and a method for manufacturing an internal combustion engine piston.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] An internal combustion engine piston of an engine of an automobile or the like is repeatedly exposed to high
temperatures during use. Due thereto, strength at high temperatures and fatigue strength are demanded. Here, in order
to form a crystallized product that does not readily soften even at high temperatures in an Al parent phase to obtain
mechanical strength at high temperatures, elements such as Si, Mg, Fe, Cu, Ni, and Mn are added to an alloy for the
piston and softening at high temperatures is suppressed. Moreover, by refining the Al parent phase structure, fatigue
strength is improved (Patent Document 1). Further, by precipitating an Al-Cu-Mg-based compound, the thermal con-
ductivity of the piston is improved to ensure that the piston itself does not reach a high temperature even when exposed
to high temperatures (Patent Document 2).

Prior Art Documents

Patent Documents

[0003]

Patent Document 1: Japanese Published Patent Publication No. 2004-076110

Patent Document 2: Japanese Published Patent Publication No. 2014-152375

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0004] In recent years, there has been even higher demand for an increase in the output of automobile engines and
combustion temperatures of engines have also tended to rise. Due thereto, the usage environment of the piston has
also become more harsh. Here, the objective of the present invention is to provide an aluminum alloy for an internal
combustion engine piston that can withstand repeated use at high temperatures, and specifically, to provide an aluminum
alloy having excellent heat resistance and thermal conductivity.
[0005] According to the present invention, provided is an aluminum alloy comprising 11.0-13.0% Si, ≤0.3% Fe, 0.3-2.0%
Mg, 2.0-5.0% Cu, 3.0-4.0% Ni, 0.2-1.0% Mn, 0.05-0.4% Cr, and 0.05-0.4% V, with the remainder comprising aluminum
and unavoidable impurities.
[0006] According to one embodiment of the present invention, provided is the abovementioned aluminum alloy further
containing 0.05-0.4% Ti, 0.05-0.4% Zr, and 0.0005-0.015% P.
[0007] According to one embodiment of the present invention, provided is an aluminum alloy for an internal combustion
engine piston, said aluminum alloy having the abovementioned composition.
[0008] According to one embodiment of the present invention, provided is an internal combustion engine piston made
of an aluminum alloy, said piston comprising an aluminum alloy having the abovementioned composition and a thermal
conductivity of at least 135 W/(k 1 m).
[0009] Further, according to the present invention, provided is a method for manufacturing an internal combustion
engine piston, wherein an aluminum alloy having the abovementioned composition is cast and an aging treatment is
performed.
[0010] Further, according to the present invention, provided is a method for manufacturing an internal combustion
engine piston, said piston having an aluminum alloy with a thermal conductivity of at least 135 W/(k 1 m).
[0011] According to the present invention, it is possible to provide: an aluminum alloy having excellent high temperature
strength and thermal conductivity; and an internal combustion engine piston comprising said alloy.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0012] Embodiments of the present invention are described below. However, the present invention is not to be inter-
preted as being limited to these embodiments. It should be noted that in the following descriptions, "A-B" means "at least
A and no more than B".
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[0013] The aluminum alloy according to the present embodiment comprises 11.0-13.0% Si, ≤0.3% Fe, 0.3-2.0% Mg,
2.0-5.0% Cu, 3.0-4.0% Ni, 0.2-1.0% Mn, 0.05-0.4% Cr, and 0.05-0.4% V, with the remainder comprising aluminum and
unavoidable impurities. This aluminum alloy has excellent high temperature strength and thermal conductivity.

Si (silicon)

[0014] Si forms eutectic Si and compounds (Mg-Si-based, Al-Si-(Mn, Cr) Fe-based, etc.) with other added elements
and, in particular, improves mechanical strength at high temperatures and fatigue strength. This action is remarkable
when Si content is at least 11.0%. By Si content being no more than 13%, coarsening of primary crystal Si, which is an
origin of breakage, is suppressed and it is possible to suppress a decrease in mechanical strength at room temperature.

Fe (iron)

[0015] Fe is an unavoidable impurity incorporated from scrap, etc. which is a raw material, but forms compounds (Al-
Si-(Mn, Cr) Fe-based, Al-Fe-Mn-Ni-Cr-based, etc.) with other added elements and improves strength at room temperature
and high temperatures (in particular, high temperatures). Further, Fe also has an action for preventing burn-in to a metal
mold.
[0016] By Fe content being no more than 0.3%, coarsening of compounds, which is an origin of breakage, is suppressed
and it is possible to suppress fatigue strength from decreasing due to mechanical properties decreasing at room tem-
perature. Further, when Fe content is high, thermal conductivity decreases and therefore also from this perspective,
limiting Fe content to no more than 0.3% is preferred. More preferably, limiting Fe content to no more than 0.2% is
preferred.
[0017] In the aluminum alloy according to the present embodiment, Fe, which was conventionally added with an
objective of improving heat resistance strength, is one factor for a decrease in thermal conductivity and therefore the
amount thereof is limited in order to increase thermal conductivity. In the aluminum alloy according to the present
embodiment, in order to increase heat resistance, the addition amounts of Cu, Ni, and Mn are increased, the amount of
formations of compounds contributing to heat resistance is increased, and solid solutions of Ti, V, and Zr are formed in
the Al phase, thereby increasing heat resistance.

Mg (magnesium)

[0018] Mg forms compounds (Al-Cu-Mg-based, Mg-Si-based, etc.) with other added elements and improves strength
at room temperature and high temperatures (in particular, high temperatures). This effect is remarkable when Mg is
added so that Mg content is at least 0.3%. By Mg content being no more than 2.0%, it is possible to suppress a decrease
in thermal conductivity.

Cu (copper)

[0019] Cu forms compounds (Al-Cu-based, Al-Cu-Mg-based, Al-Cu-Ni-based, etc.) with other added elements and
improves strength at room temperature and high temperatures (in particular, high temperatures). This effect is remarkable
when Cu content is at least 2.0%, and this effect is even more remarkable when Cu content is at least 3.0%. When Cu
content is no more than 5.0%, coarsening of compounds, which is an origin of breakage, is suppressed and it is possible
to suppress a decrease in mechanical properties (tensile strength, elongation). Due thereto, it is possible to suppress
a decrease in fatigue strength and a decrease in corrosion resistance.
[0020] It should be noted that when the amount of solid solutions of Cu in the Al parent phase is large, thermal
conductivity decreases and therefore it is preferable that Cu content is no more than 4.0%.

Ni (nickel)

[0021] Ni forms compounds (Al-Cu-Ni-based, Al-Fe-Mn-Ni-Cr-based, etc.) with other added elements and improves
strength at room temperature and high temperatures (in particular, high temperatures). This effect is remarkable when
Ni is added so that Ni content is at least 3.0%. If Ni content is no more than 4.0%, coarsening of compounds, which is
an origin of breakage, is suppressed and it is possible to suppress a decrease in mechanical properties at room tem-
perature and a decrease in thermal conductivity.

Mn (manganese)

[0022] By forming a solid solution in the Al parent phase, Mn improves mechanical properties at room temperature
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and high temperatures. This effect is remarkable when Mn is added so that Mn content is at least 0.2%, and the effect
is more remarkable when at least 0.4%. Moreover, Mn has an action of granulating Al-Si-Fe-based compounds, which
readily coarsen and become acicular, as Al-Si-Mn, -Fe-based and Al-Si-(Mn, Cr)-Fe-based compounds. When an acicular
crystallized product structure becomes granular, the crystallized product less readily becomes an origin of breakage,
mechanical properties improve, and fatigue strength also improves. By Mn content being no more than 1.0%, coarsening
of compounds, which is an origin of breakage, can be suppressed and it is possible to suppress fatigue strength from
decreasing due to mechanical properties decreasing. It should be noted that when Mn content in the Al parent phase is
large, thermal conductivity readily decreases and therefore it is preferable that the Mn content is no more than 0.5%.

Cr (chrome)

[0023] Along with Mn, Cr has an action of granulating Al-Si-Fe-based compounds, which readily become acicular, as
Al-Si-Mn-Fe-based and Al-Si-(Mn, Cr)-Fe-based compounds. When an acicular crystallized product structure becomes
granular, becoming an origin of breakage less readily occurs and mechanical properties improve. Fatigue strength also
improves. In addition to having an action of crystallizing as an Al-Si-(Mn, Cr)-Fe-based compound and improving strength
at room temperature and high temperatures, Cr also has an action of reducing the amount of Mn and Fe solid solutions
in the Al parent phase and improving thermal conductivity. This effect is remarkable when Cr is added so that Cr content
is at least 0.2%, and by Cr content being no more than 0.4%, coarsening of compounds, which is an origin of breakage,
is suppressed and it is possible to suppress a decrease in mechanical properties at room temperature and a decrease
in thermal conductivity.
[0024] Further, according to another embodiment of the present invention, the aluminum alloy of the abovementioned
embodiment may further contain 0.05-0.4% Ti, 0.05-0.4% V, 0.05-0.4% Zr, and 0.0005-0.015% P.

Ti (titanium)

[0025] In addition to having an action of refining the Al parent phase during casting and improving elongation and
fatigue strength, Ti also has an action of forming solid solutions in the Al parent phase and raising high temperature
strength. This action is remarkable when Ti content is at least 0.05%. When Ti content is no more than 0.4%, it is possible
to suppress coarsening of Ti compounds, which is an origin of breakage, and a decrease in mechanical properties can
be suppressed. It should be noted that when the amount of Ti solid solutions in the Al parent phase is large, thermal
conductivity decreases and therefore it is more preferable that Ti content is less than 0.15%.

V (vanadium)

[0026] V has an action of forming solid solutions in the Al parent phase and raising high temperature strength. This
action is remarkable when V content is at least 0.05%. By V content being no more than 0.4%, the amount of solid
solutions in the Al parent phase becoming large is suppressed and a decrease in thermal conductivity is suppressed.
From the perspective that toughness decreases due to the suppression of creation of coarse compounds, it is more
preferable that V content is less than 0.15%.

Zr (zirconium)

[0027] In addition to having an action of refining the Al parent phase during casting, Zr also has an action of forming
solid solutions in the Al parent phase and raising high temperature strength. This action is remarkable when Zr content
is at least 0.05%, and by Zr content being no more than 0.4%, it is possible to suppress coarse Al-Zr-based compounds
from crystallizing during casting and becoming a casting defect, which is an origin of breakage, and suppress mechanical
properties from decreasing. It should be noted that when the amount of Zr solid solutions in the Al parent phase is large,
thermal conductivity decreases and therefore it is more preferable that Zr content is less than 0.2%.

P (phosphorous)

[0028] P has an action of refining primary crystal Si. This action is remarkable when P content is at least 0.0005%.
Even if P is added so that P content exceeds 0.015%, an improvement in this action is not seen.
[0029] Further, according to another embodiment of the present invention, provided is a method for manufacturing an
internal combustion engine piston wherein an aluminum alloy according to the abovementioned embodiment is cast and
an aging treatment is performed.
[0030] The method for casting the alloy of the present invention is not limited to a specific method for casting, but the
faster the cooling rate is during casting, the more refined the Al parent phase and the crystallized product become, and
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the more readily elongation and fatigue strength are improved.
[0031] However, when the cooling rate during casting is too fast, there is a concern that the amount of solid solutions
of the added elements will become large and thermal conductivity will decrease, and therefore, a casting speed in the
range of 5-27°C/s is preferable.
[0032] During casting, a portion of Si, Fe, Mg, Cu, Mn, Cr, V, and Zr forms solid solutions in the Al parent phase. When
formed as solid solutions in the Al parent phase, these elements exhibit an action for inhibiting thermal conductivity. By
performing an aging treatment, these elements are precipitated as precipitations, thereby improving thermal conductivity
and also improving mechanical properties. It is preferable that the aging treatment is carried out as overaging in order
to sufficiently reduce the amount of solid solutions. It should be noted that it is more preferable for a solutionizing treatment
to be carried out prior to the aging treatment after casting.
[0033] The aluminum alloy described in the abovementioned embodiment pertains to a high strength aluminum cast
alloy having excellent high temperature strength and thermal conductivity, and this alloy is particularly suitable for an
internal combustion engine piston which is exposed to high temperatures. An internal combustion engine piston means,
specifically, a member (such as a head of a piston or the like) of a diesel piston or a gasoline piston, etc. of an automobile
engine.

EXAMPLES

[0034] Examples relating to the present invention are shown below. The details of the present invention are not to be
interpreted as being limited to these examples.
[0035] Aluminum alloys having the compositions shown in Table 1 were cast by gravity die casting (casting speed
10°C/s) in a cylindrical shape having ϕ of 150 mm and a height of 200 mm and an aging treatment was performed with
a holding temperature of 220°C and a holding time of 240 min. The unit of the compositions of Table 1 is weight%.

[0036] The tensile strength at room temperature and at 350°C and the fatigue strength at 350°C and the thermal
conductivity of the obtained cast product were measured. Table 2 shows the results of an assessment of the properties
of each experimental example.
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[0037] According to the results of Table 2, in Comparative Example 1, it is understood that there is a large amount of
Fe and therefore tensile strength and thermal conductivity are low. Further, in Comparative Example 2, there is small
amount of Ni and therefore tensile strength and fatigue strength at 350°C are low. In Comparative Example 3, there is
a large amount of Ni and therefore tensile strength is low.
[0038] In Comparative Example 4, there is a small amount of Cr and therefore thermal conductivity is low. In Com-
parative Example 5, there is a small amount of Mg and therefore tensile strength and fatigue strength at 350°C are low.
In Comparative Example 6, there is a large amount of Mg and therefore thermal conductivity is low. In Comparative
Example 7, there is a small amount of Si and therefore tensile strength and fatigue strength at 350°C are low.
[0039] In Comparative Example 8, there is a large amount of Si and therefore tensile strength is low. In Comparative
Example 9, there is a small amount of Cu and therefore tensile strength and fatigue strength at 350°C are low. In
Comparative Example 10, there is a large amount of Cu and therefore tensile strength and thermal conductivity are low.
In Comparative Example 11, there is a small amount of Mn and therefore tensile strength and fatigue strength are low.
In Comparative Example 12, there is a large amount of Mn and therefore tensile strength, fatigue strength, and thermal
conductivity are low. In Comparative Example 13, there is a large amount of Cr and therefore thermal conductivity is low.
[0040] Although acceptance criteria are defined as in Table 2, it is understood that these acceptance criteria are
satisfied by the alloys of Examples 1 to 3 according to the present invention, but these criteria are not satisfied by the
alloys of the Comparative Examples.
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Claims

1. An aluminum alloy comprising

11.0-13.0% Si,
≤0.3% Fe,
0.3-2.0% Mg,
2.0-5.0% Cu,
3.0-4.0% Ni,
0.2-1.0% Mn,
0.05-0.4% Cr, and
0.05-0.4% V,
with the remainder comprising aluminum and unavoidable impurities.

2. The aluminum alloy according to claim 1 further containing

0.05-0.4% Ti,
0.05-0.4% Zr, and
0.0005-0.015% P.

3. An aluminum alloy for an internal combustion engine piston, said aluminum alloy having the composition according
to claim 1 or 2.

4. An internal combustion engine piston made of an aluminum alloy, said piston comprising an aluminum alloy having
the composition according to claim 1 or 2 and a thermal conductivity of at least 135 W/(k 1 m).

5. A method for manufacturing an internal combustion engine piston, comprising casting an aluminum alloy having the
composition according to claim 1 or 2 and performing an aging treatment.

6. The method for manufacturing an internal combustion engine piston according to claim 5, wherein the aluminum
alloy has a thermal conductivity of at least 135 W/(k 1 m).
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