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(54) IMAGING DEVICE

(57) An imaging apparatus comprises: an imaging
optical-system that includes a first optical-system and a
second optical-system having imaging characteristics
different from each other and being arranged concentri-
cally; and an image sensor that has a plurality of pixels
composed of photoelectric conversion elements two-di-
mensionally arranged, respectively pupil-divides light in-
cident through the optical-systems, and selectively re-
ceives the light by the pixels. With the imaging apparatus,
the light amount of the light incident on the image sensor

through each of the optical-systems is adjusted, and in-
terference is prevented. The imaging apparatus further
comprises a stop including an annular light blocking sec-
tion of which an inner diameter and an outer diameter
can be increased or decreased, and adjusting a light
amount of light passing through each of the optical-sys-
tems by increasing or decreasing the inner diameter and
the outer diameter of the light blocking section at a bound-
ary between pupil regions of the optical-systems.



EP 3 339 949 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an imaging ap-
paratus, and more particularly to a lens device, which is
configured such that a first optical system and a second
optical system having imaging characteristics different
from each other are concentrically combined, and an im-
aging apparatus which captures two images having im-
aging characteristics different from each other at the
same time by using an image sensor respectively pupil-
divides light incident through the first optical system and
light incident through the second optical system of the
lens device and selectively receiving rays through each
pixel thereof.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] There are known lens devices, each of which
is configured such that a first optical system and a second
optical system having imaging characteristics different
from each other are concentrically combined, and known
imaging apparatuses each of which captures two images
having imaging characteristics different from each other
at the same time by using an image sensor respectively
pupil-divides light incident through the first optical system
and light incident through the second optical system of
the lens device and selectively receiving the light through
each pixel thereof (for example, JP2015-119456A). Ac-
cording to the imaging apparatuses, for example, by
forming the first optical system as a wide-angle optical
system and forming the second optical system as a tel-
ephoto optical system, it is possible to capture a wide-
angle image and a telephoto image at the same time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] However, the conventional imaging apparatus
has a problem that it is not possible to adjust the light
amount since the lens device is not provided with a stop.
[0004] In addition, the image sensor of the imaging ap-
paratus selectively receives light from each optical sys-
tem through each pixel. However, in each pixel, it is dif-
ficult to completely separate the light from each optical
system and selectively receive the light, and there is a
problem that interference occurs. Here, the interference
means that the light from the first optical system and the
light from the second optical system mix and are received
by each pixel. There is a problem that, as interference
occurs, an image, on which the image of the other optical
system is thinly superimposed, is captured (refer to Fig.
34).
[0005] The present invention has been made in view
of such circumstances, and an object thereof is to provide
an imaging apparatus that is capable of adjusting the

light amount of light incident on the image sensor through
each optical system and that is capable of preventing
interference.
[0006] Means for solving the problems are as follows.

(1) An imaging apparatus comprises: an imaging op-
tical system that is configured such that a first optical
system and a second optical system having imaging
characteristics different from each other are com-
bined concentrically; an image sensor that has a plu-
rality of pixels composed of photoelectric conversion
elements two-dimensionally arranged, respectively
pupil-divides light incident through the first optical
system and light incident through the second optical
system, and selectively receives the light through
the pixels; an image signal acquisition section that
acquires an image signal of a first image obtained
through the first optical system and an image signal
of a second image obtained through the second op-
tical system, from the image sensor; and a stop that
has an annular light blocking section of which an
inner diameter and an outer diameter are capable of
being increased or decreased, and adjusts a light
amount of light passing through the first optical sys-
tem and the second optical system by increasing or
decreasing the inner diameter and the outer diame-
ter of the light blocking section at a boundary be-
tween pupil regions of the first optical system and
the second optical system.
According to the present aspect, it is possible to ad-
just the light amount of the light passing through the
first optical system and the second optical system
through the stop. The stop comprises an annular light
blocking section of which an inner diameter and an
outer diameter can be increased or decreased, and
adjusts a light amount of light passing through the
first optical system and the second optical system
by increasing or decreasing the inner diameter and
the outer diameter of the light blocking section at a
boundary between pupil regions of the first optical
system and the second optical system. By increasing
or decreasing the inner diameter and the outer di-
ameter of the light blocking section at the boundary
between the pupil regions of the first optical system
and the second optical system in such a manner, the
light amount of the light passing through the first op-
tical system and the second optical system is adjust-
ed. Thereby, it is possible to improve separability of
light received by each pixel of the image sensor, and
therefore interference can be prevented. Conse-
quently, according to a stop of the present aspect,
in addition to an original function of adjusting the light
amount, a function of preventing interference can
also be realized.
(2) In the imaging apparatus of (1), the first optical
system and the second optical system have focal
lengths different from each other.
According to the present aspect, by forming the first
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optical system and the second optical system as the
optical systems having focal lengths different from
each other, it is possible to capture two images hav-
ing focal lengths different from each other at the
same time.
(3) In the imaging apparatus of (1), the first optical
system and the second optical system have focusing
distances different from each other.
According to the present aspect, by forming the first
optical system and the second optical system as the
optical systems having focusing distances different
from each other, it is possible to capture two images
having focusing distances different from each other
at the same time. The focusing distance is a distance
from a light receiving surface of the image sensor to
the subject which is being focused by the image sen-
sor.
(4) In the imaging apparatus of (1), the first optical
system and the second optical system have trans-
mission wavelength characteristics different from
each other.
According to the present aspect, by forming the first
optical system and the second optical system as the
optical systems having transmission wavelength
characteristics different from each other, it is possi-
ble to capture two images having transmission wave-
length characteristics different from each other at the
same time.
(5) In the imaging apparatus of any one of (1) to (4),
the stop is composed of liquid crystal elements.
According to the present aspect, by adopting a con-
figuration in which the stop is composed of liquid
crystal elements, it is possible to easily realize a stop
comprising an annular light blocking section capable
of increasing or decreasing the inner diameter and
the outer diameter.
(6) In the imaging apparatus of any one of (1) to (4),
the stop has a plurality of fulcrums that are arranged
with regular intervals on a same circumference, a
plurality of stop blades that are swingably supported
by the fulcrums, are arranged to overlap, and com-
pose the light blocking section, and a stop blade driv-
ing section that swings the stop blades synchronous-
ly. The inner diameter and the outer diameter of the
light blocking section are increased or decreased by
swinging the stop blades synchronously through the
stop blade driving section.
According to the present aspect, the stop is config-
ured to comprise the plurality of fulcrums that are
arranged with regular intervals on a same circumfer-
ence, the plurality of stop blades that are swingably
supported by the fulcrums, are arranged to overlap,
and compose the light blocking section, and the stop
blade driving section that swings the stop blades syn-
chronously. The stop increases or decreases the in-
ner diameter and the outer diameter of the light block-
ing section by swinging the stop blades synchro-
nously through the stop blade driving section. Thus,

it is possible to adjust the light amount of the light
passing through the first optical system and the sec-
ond optical system.
(7) In the imaging apparatus of any one of (1) to (4),
the stop is configured to have, on the same axis, a
first stop that has a first light blocking section which
has an annular shape and of which an inner diameter
is increased or decreased, and a second stop that
has a second light blocking section which has an
annular shape and of which an outer diameter is in-
creased or decreased. The first stop adjusts a light
amount of light passing through the first optical sys-
tem. The second stop adjusts a light amount of light
passing through the second optical system.
According to this aspect, the stop is configured to
have, on the same axis, the first stop that has a first
light blocking section which has an annular shape
and of which an inner diameter is increased or de-
creased, and the second stop that has a second light
blocking section which has an annular shape and of
which an outer diameter is increased or decreased.
In this case, the first light blocking section and the
second light blocking section are combined to com-
pose one light blocking section. The light amount of
the light passing through the first optical system is
adjusted by the first stop, and the light amount of the
light passing through the second optical system is
adjusted by the second stop.
(8) In the imaging apparatus of (7), the first stop has
a plurality of first fulcrums that are arranged with reg-
ular intervals on a same circumference, a plurality
of first stop blades that are swingably supported by
the first fulcrums, are disposed to overlap, and com-
pose the first light blocking section, and a first stop
blade driving section that swings the first stop blades
synchronously. The inner diameter of the first light
blocking section is increased or decreased by swing-
ing the first stop blades synchronously through the
first stop blade driving section.
According to the present aspect, the first stop is con-
figured to comprise the plurality of first fulcrums that
are arranged with regular intervals on a same cir-
cumference, the plurality of first stop blades that are
swingably supported by the first fulcrums, are dis-
posed to overlap, and compose the first light blocking
section, and the first stop blade driving section that
swings the first stop blades synchronously. The first
stop increases or decreases the inner diameter of
the first light blocking section by swinging the first
stop blades synchronously through the first stop
blade driving section.
(9) In the imaging apparatus of (7) or (8), the second
stop has a plurality of second fulcrums that are ar-
ranged with regular intervals on a same circumfer-
ence, a plurality of second stop blades that are
swingably supported by the second fulcrums, are
disposed to overlap, and compose the second light
blocking section, and a second stop blade driving
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section that swings the second stop blades synchro-
nously. The outer diameter of the second light block-
ing section is increased or decreased by swinging
the second stop blades synchronously through the
second stop blade driving section.
According to the present aspect, the second stop is
configured to comprise the plurality of second ful-
crums that are arranged with regular intervals on a
same circumference, the plurality of second stop
blades that are swingably supported by the second
fulcrums, are disposed to overlap, and compose the
second light blocking section, and the second stop
blade driving section that swings the second stop
blades synchronously. The second stop increases
or decreases the outer diameter of the second light
blocking section by swinging the second stop blades
synchronously through the second stop blade driving
section.
(10) The imaging apparatus according to any one of
(1) to (9) further comprises an image signal process-
ing section that acquires an image signal of the first
image and an image signal of the second image, and
performs processing of eliminating an effect of inter-
ference caused by the second optical system from
the first image and processing of eliminating an effect
of interference caused by the first optical system
from the second image.
According to the present aspect, the imaging appa-
ratus further comprises the image signal processing
section that acquires an image signal of the first im-
age and an image signal of the second image, and
performs processing of eliminating an effect of inter-
ference caused by the second optical system from
the first image and processing of eliminating an effect
of interference caused by the first optical system
from the second image. Thereby, it is possible to
eliminate the effect of interference which can not be
completely prevented even by the stop, and it is pos-
sible to capture high quality images.
(11) In the imaging apparatus of (10), the image sig-
nal processing section changes image processing
parameters in accordance with a light amount ad-
justed by the stop.

[0007] According to the present aspect, in a case
where the image signal processing section performs im-
age processing, the image processing parameters are
changed in accordance with a light amount adjusted by
the stop. It is possible to improve separability of the light
received by each pixel of the image sensor as the aper-
ture of the stop is reduced. That is, an interference ratio,
which is a ratio of mixed and received light from each
optical system, changes in accordance with the light
amount to be adjusted by the stop. Accordingly, by
changing the image processing parameters in accord-
ance with the light amount to be adjusted by the stop,
appropriate image signal processing can be performed,
and higher quality images can be acquired.

[0008] According to the present invention, it is possible
to adjust the light amount of light incident on the image
sensor through each optical system, and it is possible to
prevent interference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic con-
figuration of a first embodiment of an imaging appa-
ratus.
Fig. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram of a lens
device.
Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a stop.
Fig. 4 is a front view of a stop blade composing a stop.
Fig. 5 is a front view illustrating a configuration of
arrangement of stop blades.
Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram of the operation of
the stop.
Fig. 7 is a schematic configuration diagram of an
image sensor.
Fig. 8 is a conceptual diagram of a configuration in
which light incident through a first optical system and
light incident through a second optical system are
respectively pupil-divided and selectively received
through each pixel.
Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating incident angle sensi-
tivity characteristics of first and second pixels which
are adjacent.
Figs. 10A to 10C are views for explaining an effect
of interference prevention performed by the stop.
Fig. 11 is a front view illustrating an example of the
stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
Figs. 12A and 12B are explanatory diagrams of the
operation of the stop composed of liquid crystal el-
ements.
Fig. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of a second embodiment of an imaging
apparatus.
Fig. 14 is a schematic configuration diagram of a
lens device.
Fig. 15 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of light
passing through a first optical system.
Fig. 16 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of light
passing through a second optical system.
Fig. 17 is a schematic configuration diagram of a
modification example of the lens device.
Fig. 18 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of light
passing through a first optical system.
Fig. 19 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of light
passing through a second optical system.
Fig. 20 is an exploded perspective view of the first
stop.
Fig. 21 is a front view illustrating a configuration of
arrangement of first stop blades.
Fig. 22 is an explanatory diagram of the operation
of a first stop.
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Fig. 23 is an exploded perspective view of a second
stop.
Fig. 24 is a front view of second stop blades com-
posing the second stop.
Fig. 25 is a front view illustrating a configuration of
arrangement of second stop blades.
Fig. 26 is an explanatory diagram of the operation
of the second stop.
Fig. 27 is a front view illustrating an example of the
first stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
Figs. 28A and 28B are explanatory diagrams of the
operation of the first stop composed of liquid crystal
elements.
Fig. 29 is a front view illustrating an example of the
second stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
Figs. 30A and 30B are explanatory diagrams of the
operation of the second stop composed of liquid
crystal elements.
Fig. 31 is a schematic configuration diagram of the
lens device which is configured such that the first
optical system and the second optical system are
movable along the optical axis.
Figs. 32A and 32B are explanatory diagrams of the
operation of the first optical system driven by the first
optical system driving section.
Figs. 33A and 33B are explanatory diagrams of the
operation of the second optical system driven by the
second optical system driving section.
Figs. 34A and 34B are diagrams illustrating exam-
ples of images in which interference has occurred.
Fig. 35 is a conceptual diagram for explaining a
mechanism of interference.
Fig. 36 is a diagram illustrating a relationship of a
first original image Iw1, a second original image It1,
a first output image Iw2, a second output image It2,
and a matrix M composed of detection gain distribu-
tion and interference gain distribution.
Fig. 37 is a diagram illustrating a determinant ob-
tained by applying the inverse matrix M-1 of "the ma-
trix M composed of detection gain distribution and
interference gain distribution" to the determinant
shown in Fig. 36.
Fig. 38 is a diagram illustrating a determinant ex-
pressing the determinant of Fig. 37 in a simplified
manner.
Fig. 39 is a diagram illustrating elements w1_11 to
w1_mn composing "W1" shown in Fig. 38.
Fig. 40 is a diagram illustrating a calculation expres-
sion of "w1_ij" derived on the basis of the determinant
shown in Fig. 38.
Fig. 41 is a diagram illustrating a calculation expres-
sion of "t1_ij" derived on the basis of the determinant
shown in Fig. 38.
Figs. 42A and 42B are diagrams illustrating exam-
ples of the first image and the second image obtained
in a case where interference reduction processing
is performed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENTS

[0010] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

-First Embodiment-

[Configuration of Imaging Apparatus of First Embodi-
ment]

[0011] Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic
configuration of a first embodiment of an imaging appa-
ratus.
[0012] The imaging apparatus 10 is configured to
mainly comprise a lens device 100, an image sensor 300,
a lens driving control section 401, an image sensor driv-
ing control section 402, an analog signal processing sec-
tion 403, a digital signal processing section 404, a display
section 405, an internal memory 406, a media interface
407, a system control section 408, and an operation sec-
tion 409.

«Lens Device»

[0013] Fig. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram of
a lens device.
[0014] The lens device 100 is configured to comprise
an imaging optical system 110 and a stop 200.

<Imaging Optical System>

[0015] The imaging optical system 110 is configured
such that the first optical system 120 and the second
optical system 130 having imaging characteristics differ-
ent from each other are combined concentrically. The
first optical system 120 is composed of a circular lens
having a first imaging characteristic, and is disposed at
the center. The second optical system 130 is composed
of an annular lens having a second imaging characteristic
and is disposed on the outer periphery of the first optical
system 120 such that the center thereof is the same as
that of the first optical system 120. Accordingly, the first
optical system 120 and the second optical system 130
have a common optical axis L. The first optical system
120 and the second optical system 130 are disposed in
a lens barrel which is not shown.
[0016] In the imaging optical system 110 according to
the present embodiment, the first optical system 120 and
the second optical system 130 are composed of optical
systems having focal lengths different from each other.
Specifically, the first optical system 120 is composed of
an optical system having a shorter focusing distance than
that of the second optical system 130. Therefore, in the
imaging optical system 110 of the present embodiment,
an image focused on a subject at a short distance is cap-
tured by the first optical system 120, and an image fo-
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cused on a subject at a long distance is captured by the
second optical system 130.
[0017] In the example shown in Fig. 2, for the sake of
convenience, the first optical system 120 and the second
optical system 130 each are represented by one lens,
but the first optical system 120 and the second optical
system 130 each may be composed by combining a plu-
rality of lenses.

<Stop>

[0018] The stop 200 adjusts a light amount of light
passing through the first optical system 120 and the sec-
ond optical system 130.

[Configuration of Stop]

[0019] Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view of a stop.
Fig. 4 is a front view of a stop blade composing a stop,
and Fig. 5 is a front view illustrating a configuration of
arrangement of stop blades.
[0020] As shown in Fig. 3, the stop 200 is configured
to mainly comprise a plurality of stop blades 202, a stop
blade supporting member 204 that swingably supports
the plurality of stop blades 202, a stop blade driving mem-
ber 206 that swings the plurality of stop blades 202 syn-
chronously, and an actuator (not shown in the drawing)
that operates the stop blade driving member 206.
[0021] All the stop blades 202 have the same shape.
As shown in Fig. 4, each stop blade 202 has an arc shape
as a whole, and has a first blade portion 202A at one end
and a second blade portion 202B at the other end. As
will be described later, the first blade portion 202A has a
function of increasing and decreasing the inner diameter
of the light blocking section 208, and the second blade
portion 202B has a function of increasing and decreasing
the outer diameter of the light blocking section 208.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 5, the stop blades 202 are ar-
ranged with regular intervals on the same circumference,
and the adjacent stop blades 202 are arranged to overlap
with each other. The stop blades 202 arranged in such
a manner form the light blocking section 208 having an
annular shape as a whole. Fig. 5 shows a state in which
the stop 200 is released, that is, a state in which the stop
200 is fully opened. In this case, the outer diameter of
the light blocking section 208 is minimized, and the inner
diameter thereof is maximized.
[0023] The stop blade supporting member 204 is dis-
posed coaxially with the light blocking section 208. As
shown in Fig. 3, the stop blade supporting member 204
is configured to comprise an inner frame 204A, an outer
frame 204B, three support arms 204C, and bearings
204D. Both the inner frame 204A and the outer frame
204B are composed of annular frames, and are arranged
concentrically. The three support arms 204C are ar-
ranged radially, and connect the inner frame 204A and
the outer frame 204B to each other. The bearings 204D
are provided in the inner frame 204A, and are arranged

with regular intervals in the circumferential direction.
Each bearing 204D composes a fulcrum.
[0024] The stop 200 is held by the outer frame 204B
composing the stop blade supporting member 204, and
is disposed in a lens barrel which is not shown.
[0025] Each swing shaft 202C, which can be fitted into
the bearing 204D, is provided at the base end section of
each stop blade 202. The swing shaft 202C is disposed
between the first blade portion 202A and the second
blade portion 202B. Each stop blade 202 is swingably
supported by the stop blade supporting member 204 by
fitting the swing shaft 202C into the bearing 204D.
[0026] The stop blade driving member 206 is disposed
coaxially with the light blocking section 208. As shown in
Fig. 3, the stop blade driving member 206 is composed
of an annular plate material, and comprises a fitting por-
tion 206A having an annular shape at the inner peripheral
portion thereof. By fitting the fitting portion 206A into the
inner peripheral portion of the stop blade supporting
member 204, the stop blade driving member 206 is dis-
posed coaxially with the stop blade supporting member
204 and the light blocking section 208, and is supported
swingably in the circumferential direction.
[0027] The stop blade driving member 206 comprises
a plurality of cam pins 206B. The cam pins 206B are
arranged with regular intervals on the same circumfer-
ence.
[0028] Each of the stop blades 202 comprises a cam
groove 202D. The cam pin 206B is fitted into each of the
cam grooves 202D. In a case where the cam pin 206B
is fitted into each of the cam grooves 202D, the stop blade
driving member 206 is swung, and then the stop blades
202 swing in conjunction with the motion of the stop blade
driving member 206.
[0029] The cam grooves 202D, the cam pins 206B,
and the stop blade driving member 206 compose a stop
blade driving section for synchronously swinging the stop
blades 202.
[0030] The actuator, which is not shown, is composed
of, for example, a motor, and swings the stop blade driv-
ing member 206 in the circumferential direction. For ex-
ample, the actuator swings the stop blade driving mem-
ber 206 step by step in accordance with a preset aperture
value. Thereby, the inner diameter and the outer diam-
eter of the light blocking section 208 increase or decrease
in accordance with the aperture value.

[Operation of Stop]

[0031] Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram of the operation
of the stop.
[0032] In a case where the stop blade driving member
206 is swung, all the stop blades 202 swing synchronous-
ly around the bearing 204D as the fulcrum by the action
of the cam pins 206B and the cam grooves 202D.
[0033] Here, in a case where the stop blade 202 is
swung from the open state shown in Fig. 5, as shown in
Fig. 6, the first blade portion 202A of each stop blade 202

9 10 
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extends in the inner diameter direction. At the same time,
the second blade portion 202B of each stop blade 202
extends in the outer diameter direction. As a result, the
inner diameter of the light blocking section 208 is de-
creased, and the outer diameter thereof is increased.
[0034] In this manner, in a case where the stop blades
202 are swung, the stop 200 increases or decreases the
inner diameter and the outer diameter of the light blocking
section 208. In this case, the inner diameter of the light
blocking section 208 is decreased in conjunction with the
increase in outer diameter, and the inner diameter thereof
is increased in conjunction with the decrease in outer
diameter. Thereby, in the inside region of the light block-
ing section 208, by reducing the aperture of the stop 200,
the light blocking region expands from the outside toward
the inside, and in the outside region thereof, the light
blocking region expands from the inside toward the out-
side, thereby performing light blocking.
[0035] In the stop 200 configured as described above,
the light blocking section 208 is disposed so as to block
light at the boundary between the pupil regions of the
first optical system 120 and the second optical system
130. More specifically, in a state where the stop is re-
leased, the light blocking section 208 is disposed so as
to block light at the boundary between the pupil regions
of the first optical system 120 and the second optical
system 130. Thereby, in a case where the aperture of
the stop 200 is reduced, the light (light flux) is narrowed
from the outside toward the inside of the first optical sys-
tem 120, and the light (light flux) is narrowed from the
inside toward the outside of the second optical system
130.

«Image Sensor»

[0036] The image sensor 300 is composed of a so-
called directional sensor, pupil-divides the light incident
through the first optical system 120 and light incident
through the second optical system 130, selectively re-
ceives light through pixels which are two-dimensionally
arranged, and converts the light into an electric signal.
[0037] Fig. 7 is a schematic configuration diagram of
the image sensor.
[0038] The image sensor 300 comprises a plurality of
pixels composed of photoelectric conversion elements
two-dimensionally arranged, respectively pupil-divides
the light incident through the first optical system 120 and
the light incident through the second optical system 130,
and selectively receives the light by the respective pixels.
Therefore, the pixels composing the image sensor 300
include first pixels 310A that selectively receive the light
passing through the first optical system 120 and second
pixels 310B that selectively receive the light passing
through the second optical system 130. The first pixels
310A and the second pixels 310B are alternately ar-
ranged.
[0039] Fig. 8 is a conceptual diagram of a configuration
in which light incident through the first optical system and

light incident through the second optical system are pupil-
divided and selectively received by each pixel.
[0040] In the image sensor 300, each pixel comprises
a microlens 312 and a light blocking mask 314.
[0041] The microlens 312 is disposed to correspond
to the photoelectric conversion element. The microlens
312 composes a pupil image of the first optical system
120 and the second optical system 130 on the photoe-
lectric conversion element.
[0042] The light blocking mask 314 is disposed be-
tween the microlens 312 and the photoelectric conver-
sion element. The light blocking mask 314 blocks a part
of light passing through the microlens 312. The light
blocking mask 314 of the first pixel 310A has an annular
shape and blocks light passing through the second opti-
cal system 130. The light blocking mask 314 of the sec-
ond pixel 310B has a circular shape and blocks light pass-
ing through the first optical system 120.
[0043] The image sensor 300 configured as described
above is configured such that each pixel has a different
sensitivity depending on the incident angle of light. That
is, each pixel is configured with angular directivity. The
first pixels 310A selectively receive light passing through
the first optical system 120, and the second pixels 310B
selectively receive light passing through the second op-
tical system 130. Therefore, it is possible to acquire an
image signal of an image obtained through the first optical
system 120 by acquiring an image signal of the first pixels
310A, and it is possible to acquire an image signal of an
image obtained through the second optical system 130
by acquiring an image signal of the second pixels 310B.
[0044] In a case of acquiring a color image, the first
pixels 310A and the second pixels 310B comprise color
filters. The color filters are arranged in a prescribed array.
For example, color filters of three colors of red (R), green
(G), and blue (B) are arranged in a Bayer array. Thereby,
a color image can be acquired.

«Lens Driving Control Section»

[0045] The lens driving control section 401 controls
driving of the lens device 100 on the basis of a command
from the system control section 408. That is, opening and
closing of the stop 200 is controlled.

«Image Sensor Driving Control Section»

[0046] The image sensor driving control section 402
controls driving of the image sensor 300 on the basis of
a command from the system control section 408. That
is, reading of image signals from the image sensor 300
is controlled.

«Analog Signal Processing Section»

[0047] The analog signal processing section 403 loads
an analog image signal of each pixel which is output from
the image sensor 300, performs predetermined signal
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processing on the signal, converts the signal into a digital
signal, and outputs the signal.

«Digital Signal Processing Section»

[0048] The digital signal processing section 404 loads
the image signal of each pixel converted into a digital
signal, and performs predetermined signal processing
on the signal, thereby generating image data. At this time,
the digital signal processing section 404 generates the
first image data on the basis of the image signals of the
first pixels 310A of the image sensor 300, and generates
the second image data on the basis of the image signals
of the second pixels 310B. The first image data is image
data of a first image which is captured through the first
optical system 120, and the second image data is image
data of a second image which is captured through the
second optical system 130.

<<Display Section>>

[0049] The display section 405 is composed of, for ex-
ample, a liquid crystal monitor, and displays captured
images and images being captured (so-called live view
images). In addition, the display section 405 functions as
a graphical user interface (GUI) as necessary.

«Internal Memory»

[0050] The internal memory 406 is composed of, for
example, a random access memory (RAM) and functions
as a work memory.

«Media Interface»

[0051] The media interface 407 reads and writes data
from and to the external memory 410 such as a memory
card, on the basis of a command from the system control
section 408.

«System Control Section»

[0052] The system control section 408 integrally con-
trols the operation of the entire imaging apparatus. The
system control section 408 is composed of a microcom-
puter comprising, for example, a central processing unit
(CPU), a read only memory (ROM), and a RAM, and
executes a predetermined control program, thereby con-
trolling the entire imaging apparatus 10. Programs and
various data necessary for control are stored in the ROM.

«Operation Section»

[0053] The operation section 409 is configured to com-
prise various operation buttons such as a power button
and a shutter button, and a driving circuit thereof. Oper-
ation information of the operation section 409 is input to
the system control section 408. The system control sec-

tion 408 controls each section, on the basis of the oper-
ation information from the operation section 409.
[0054] The imaging apparatus 10 is configured as de-
scribed above. In the imaging apparatus 10 according to
the present embodiment, the image sensor driving con-
trol section 402, the analog signal processing section
403, and the system control section 408 cooperatively
operate, and compose an image signal acquisition sec-
tion. That is, the image sensor driving control section
402, the analog signal processing section 403, and the
system control section 408 cooperatively operate to ac-
quire an image signal of the first image, which is obtained
through the first optical system 120, and an image signal
of the second image, which is obtained through the sec-
ond optical system 130, from the image sensor 300. The
acquired first image signal and second image signal are
stored in the internal memory 406.

[Operation of Imaging Apparatus of First Embodiment]

«Imaging Operation»

[0055] Imaging for recording an image is executed on
the basis of an instruction from the operation section 409.
Here, it is assumed that imaging operation execution is
instructed by fully pressing the shutter button.
[0056] In a case where the shutter button is fully
pressed, first, photometric processing is performed. The
system control section 408 obtains an EV value (expo-
sure value) on the basis of the image signal obtained
from the image sensor 300, and then determines the ex-
posure. That is, the aperture value and the shutter speed
at the time of imaging are determined.
[0057] In a case where the exposure is determined,
processing of recording images is executed. The system
control section 408 controls the stop 200 through the lens
driving control section 401 so as to set the aperture value
to the determined aperture value. Then, the image sensor
300 is exposed at the determined shutter speed, and an
image for recording is captured.
[0058] The image signal of each pixel obtained by im-
aging is output from the image sensor 300 to the analog
signal processing section 403. The analog signal
processing section 403 loads an image signal of each
pixel which is output from the image sensor 300, performs
predetermined signal processing on the signal, converts
the signal into a digital signal, and outputs the signal.
[0059] The image signal of each pixel, which is output
from the analog signal processing section 403, is loaded
on the internal memory 406 and then sent to the digital
signal processing section 404. The digital signal process-
ing section 404 performs predetermined signal process-
ing on the obtained image signal, thereby generating first
image data and second image data. That is, the first im-
age data, which is image data of the first image, is gen-
erated on the basis of the image signal of the first pixels
310A of the image sensor 300, and the second image
data, which is image data of the second image, is gen-
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erated on the basis of the image signal of the second
pixels 310B. The generated first image data and second
image data are recorded in the external memory 410
through the media interface 407.
[0060] As described above, according to the imaging
apparatus 10 of the present embodiment, two images of
the first and second images can be captured with one
shot. In the imaging apparatus 10 of the present embod-
iment, the first image is an image focused on a subject
at a short distance, and the second image is an image
focused on a subject at a long distance.
[0061] Further, according to the imaging apparatus 10
of the present embodiment, since the stop 200 is provided
in the lens device 100, it is possible to easily capture an
image with appropriate exposure.
[0062] Furthermore, according to the imaging appara-
tus 10 of the present embodiment, in a case where the
stop 200 blocks light at the boundary between the pupil
regions of the first optical system 120 and the second
optical system 130 and reduces an aperture, the light
blocking region is increased and the aperture of the stop
is reduced such that the boundary between the pupil re-
gions is increased. As a result, interference can also be
prevented. That is, according to the imaging apparatus
10 of the present embodiment, it is possible to adjust the
light amounts and prevent interference at the same time.
In the following description, this point will be described
in more detail.

«Effect of Interference Prevention by Stop»

[0063] By blocking light at the boundary between the
pupil regions of the first optical system 120 and the sec-
ond optical system 130 as in the lens device 100 of the
present embodiment, it is possible to improve separability
of the light received by the first pixels 310A and the sec-
ond pixels 310B, and thus interference can be effectively
prevented.
[0064] Fig. 9 is a diagram illustrating incident angle
sensitivity characteristics of first and second pixels which
are adjacent.
[0065] As described above, the first pixels 310A and
the second pixels 310B composing the image sensor 300
have different sensitivities in accordance with the incident
angle.
[0066] In Fig. 9, the horizontal axis represents the in-
cident angle of light, and the vertical axis represents the
sensitivity of the photoelectric conversion element com-
posing the pixel. The incident angle of light, which is in-
cident vertically to the pixel, is set to 0 degree (°).
[0067] In Fig. 9, the reference symbol S1 indicates a
graph of incident angle sensitivity characteristics of the
first pixels 310A. Further, the reference symbols S2 in-
dicate graphs of incident angle sensitivity characteristics
of the second pixels 310B. In this case, interference oc-
curs in each incident angle region Z where graphs overlap
with each other.
[0068] Figs. 10A to 10C are views for explaining an

effect of interference prevention performed by a stop.
[0069] Fig. 10A shows the light receiving state of each
pixel in a case where there is no stop. Light (light flux),
which is incident on the first pixels 310A and the second
pixels 310B through the first optical system 120, is indi-
cated by a right oblique line as Lx1, and light (light flux),
which is incident on the first pixels 310A and the second
pixels 310B through the second optical system 130, is
indicated by a left oblique line as Lx2. In this case, inter-
ference occurs in each incident angle region Sx where
both intersect.
[0070] Fig. 10B shows the light receiving state of each
pixel in a case where there is a stop. By providing a stop
at the boundary between the pupil regions of the first
optical system 120 and the second optical system 130
so as to block light in the regions, it is possible to block
the light of the incident angle at which interference oc-
curs.
[0071] Fig. 10C shows the light receiving state of each
pixel in a case where the aperture of the stop is further
reduced from the state shown in Fig. 10B, that is, in a
case where the light blocking region is further increased.
As shown in the drawing, by increasing the light blocking
region, it is possible to further block the light of the incident
angle at which interference occurs. In other words, the
more the aperture of the stop is reduced, the more the
light separability can be improved. Thus, interference can
be prevented more effectively.
[0072] As described above, according to the imaging
apparatus 10 of the present embodiment, by providing
the stop 200, it is possible to arbitrarily adjust the light
amount, and it is possible to eliminate an effect of inter-
ference.

[Modification Example of Imaging Apparatus of First Em-
bodiment]

«Modification Example of Stop»

[0073] The stop may be composed of liquid crystal el-
ements.
[0074] Fig. 11 is a front view illustrating an example of
the stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
[0075] The stop 220 of the present example is com-
posed of liquid crystal elements such as super twisted
nematic liquid crystal (STN), dual scan super twisted
nematic liquid crystal (DSTN), or thin film transistor liquid
crystal (TFT).
[0076] The stop 220 has a discoid shape, is held by
the outer peripheral portion, and is disposed in a lens
barrel which is not shown.
[0077] The stop 220 comprises a central light transmit-
ting region 222 having a circular shape in the central por-
tion and an outer peripheral light transmitting region 224
having an annular shape in the outer peripheral portion.
In addition, an annular light transmitting/blocking switch
region 226 is provided between the central light trans-
mitting region 222 and the outer peripheral light trans-
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mitting region 224.
[0078] The central light transmitting region 222 and the
outer peripheral light transmitting region 224 are regions
which have translucency and through which light is con-
stantly transmitted.
[0079] The light transmitting/blocking switch region
226 is a region where it is possible to arbitrarily switch
between the light transmitting state and the light blocking
state, and composes a light blocking section capable of
increasing or decreasing the inner diameter and the outer
diameter. The light transmitting/blocking switch region
226 is configured such that a plurality of annular regions
226A to 226G is concentrically combined. Each of the
annular regions 226A to 226G is configured to be capable
of individually switching between the light transmitting
state and the light blocking state.
[0080] Each of the annular regions 226A to 226G com-
posing the light transmitting/blocking switch region 226
is independently controlled by a liquid crystal driver 228
and is set in the light transmitting state or the light blocking
state.
[0081] In the stop 220 configured as described above,
by individually controlling the states of the respective an-
nular regions 226A to 226G composing the light trans-
mitting/blocking switch region 226, the inner diameter
and the outer diameter of the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 226 as the light blocking section increases
or decreases, and thus the aperture amount is adjusted.
[0082] Figs. 12A and 12B are explanatory diagrams of
the operation of the stop composed of liquid crystal ele-
ments. Fig. 12A shows a state in which the aperture of
the stop is reduced by one stop, and Fig. 12B shows a
state in which the aperture of the stop is minimized.
[0083] As shown in Fig. 12A, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is reduced by one stop, the annular
region 226D positioned at the center of the light trans-
mitting/blocking switch region 226 is set in the light block-
ing state, and the other annular regions 226A to 226C
and 226E to 226G are set in the light transmitting state.
[0084] As shown in Fig. 12B, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is minimized, all the annular regions
226A to 226G composing the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 226 are in the light blocking state.
[0085] In this manner, in a case where the aperture of
the stop 220 is reduced, the light transmitting/blocking
state of each annular region 226A to 226G is switched
on the basis of the annular region 226D at the center.
Thereby, the light passing through the central light trans-
mitting region 222 is blocked by enlarging the light block-
ing region from the outside to the inside, and the light
passing through the outer peripheral light transmitting
region 224 is blocked by enlarging the light blocking re-
gion from the inside to the outside.

«Another Modification Example of Stop»

[0086] In the above-mentioned embodiment, the stop
may be configured to operate with actuators, but may be

manually operated. For example, a lever may be provid-
ed on the stop blade driving member, and the lever may
be configured to be manually swung.
[0087] Further, the stop blade supporting member may
be composed of a transparent material. Thereby, it is
possible to reduce the effect of light blocking by the sup-
porting member.
[0088] In the configuration of the above-mentioned
embodiment, the cam pins are provided on the side of
the stop blade driving member and the cam grooves are
provided on the side of the stop blade. However, it may
be possible to adopt a configuration in which cam grooves
are provided on the side of the stop blade driving member
and cam pins are provided on the side of the stop blades.

-Second Embodiment-

[0089] Fig. 13 is a block diagram illustrating a sche-
matic configuration of a second embodiment of an imag-
ing apparatus.
[0090] An imaging apparatus 10A of the present em-
bodiment is different from the above-mentioned imaging
apparatus 10 of the first embodiment in terms of the con-
figuration of the lens device 100A. Accordingly, only the
lens device 100A will be described herein.

[Configuration of Lens Device]

[0091] Fig. 14 is a schematic configuration diagram of
a lens device.
[0092] In the lens device 100A, a first optical system
120A and a second optical system 130A composing an
imaging optical system 110A are composed of optical
systems having focal lengths different from each other.
The imaging optical system 110A is configured to com-
prise the first optical system 120A and the second optical
system 130A having focal lengths different from each
other and a common lens 140 commonly used in the first
optical system 120A and the second optical system
130A. The lens device 100A is configured to comprise
the imaging optical system 110A and the stop 200.

<<First Optical System>>

[0093] The first optical system 120A is composed by
combining a plurality of lenses. The wide-angle lens
group composing the first optical system 120A is com-
posed of a first wide-angle lens 120Aa, a second wide-
angle lens 120Ab, a third wide-angle lens 120Ac, and a
fourth wide-angle lens 120Ad. The first wide-angle lens
120Aa, the second wide-angle lens 120Ab, the third
wide-angle lens 120Ac, and the fourth wide-angle lens
120Ad are arranged in order of the first wide-angle lens
120Aa, the second wide-angle lens 120Ab, the third
wide-angle lens 120Ac, and the fourth wide-angle lens
120Ad from the subject side, and are arranged along the
optical axis L, respectively.
[0094] Fig. 15 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of
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light passing through a first optical system. As shown in
the drawing, the light incident on the first optical system
120A passes through the first wide-angle lens 120Aa,
the second wide-angle lens 120Ab, the third wide-angle
lens 120Ac, and the fourth wide-angle lens 120Ad in this
order, and is incident on the common lens 140.

<<Second Optical System>>

[0095] The second optical system 130A is disposed
concentrically with the first optical system 120A. Conse-
quently, the optical axis thereof is commonly used in the
first optical system 120A.
[0096] The second optical system 130A is composed
of a so-called reflection telephoto type optical system,
and is composed by combining an annular lens and an
annular mirror. The telephoto lens group composing the
second optical system 130A is composed of a first tele-
photo lens 130Aa, a first telephoto mirror 130Ab, and a
second telephoto mirror 130Ac. The first telephoto lens
130Aa, the first telephoto mirror 130Ab, and the second
telephoto mirror 130Ac are arranged along the ray tra-
jectories from the subject side to the image sensor 300
in order of the first telephoto lens 130Aa, the first tele-
photo mirror 130Ab, and the second telephoto mirror
130Ac, and are arranged along the optical axis L, respec-
tively.
[0097] Fig. 16 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of
light passing through the second optical system. As
shown in the drawing, the light incident on the second
optical system 130A is transmitted through the first tele-
photo lens 130Aa, is reflected by the first telephoto mirror
130Ab, is further reflected by the second telephoto mirror
130Ac, and is incident on the common lens 140.

«Common Lens»

[0098] The common lens 140 is a lens commonly used
in the first optical system 120A and the second optical
system 130A, and is disposed to remain stationary at a
certain position on the optical axis L. The common lens
140 adjusts the incident angle of light incident on the
image sensor 300. The light, which passes through the
first optical system 120A and the second optical system
130A, is incident on the image sensor 300 through the
common lens 140.

<<Stop>>

[0099] A stop 200 is configured to be the same as the
stop 200 of the above-mentioned embodiment. That is,
the light blocking section 208 capable of increasing or
decreasing the inner diameter and the outer diameter is
provided, and the inner diameter and the outer diameter
of the light blocking section are increased or decreased
to adjust the light amount of light passing through the first
optical system 120A and the second optical system
130A.

[0100] The stop 200 is disposed between the second
wide-angle lens 120Ab and the third wide-angle lens
120Ac composing the first optical system 120A, and the
boundary between the pupil regions of the first optical
system 120A and the second optical system 130A is
blocked by the light blocking section 208. In a case where
the aperture of the stop 200 is reduced, the light blocking
region expands so as to enlarge the boundary between
the pupil regions of the first optical system 120A and the
second optical system 130A, and the light amount of light
passing through the first optical system 120A and the
second optical system 130A are reduced.
[0101] It should be noted that this stop 200 may be
composed of liquid crystal elements.

[Operation of Lens Device]

[0102] According to the lens device 100A of the present
embodiment configured as described above, since the
first optical system 120A and the second optical system
130A are composed of optical systems having different
focal lengths, it is possible to capture images at different
focal lengths simultaneously. Particularly, according to
the lens device 100A of the present embodiment, the first
optical system 120A is composed of a wide-angle optical
system having a short focal length, and the second optical
system 130A is composed of a telephoto optical system
having a long focal length. Therefore, it is possible to
capture wide-angle and telephoto images at once.

[Modification Example of Imaging Apparatus of Second 
Embodiment]

<<Modification Example of Lens Device>>

<Configuration of Modification Example of Lens Device>

[0103] Fig. 17 is a schematic configuration diagram of
a modification example of the lens device. Further, Fig.
18 is a view illustrating ray trajectories of light passing
through the first optical system, and Fig. 19 is a view
illustrating ray trajectories of light passing through the
second optical system.
[0104] As shown in Fig. 17, the lens device 100A of
the present example comprises a stop for each optical
system. The first optical system 120A comprises a first
stop 250, and the second optical system 130A comprises
a second stop 260. As shown in Fig. 18, the first stop 250
adjusts the light amount of light passing through the first
optical system 120A. As shown in Fig. 19, the second
stop 260 adjusts the light amount of light passing through
the second optical system 130A. Hereinafter, the config-
uration of each stop will be described.

[First Stop]

[0105] The first stop 250 adjusts the light amount of
light passing through the first optical system 120A. The
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first stop 250 is disposed on the optical axis L and is
disposed between the second wide-angle lens 120Ab
and the third wide-angle lens 120Ac composing the first
optical system 120A.
[0106] Fig. 20 is an exploded perspective view of the
first stop. Further, Fig. 21 is a front view illustrating a
configuration of arrangement of the first stop blades.
[0107] The first stop 250 is configured to mainly com-
prises a plurality of first stop blades 252, a first stop blade
supporting member 254 that swingably supports the plu-
rality of first stop blades 252, a first stop blade driving
member 256 that swings the plurality of first stop blades
252 synchronously, and a first actuator (not shown in the
drawing) that operates the first stop blade driving mem-
ber 256.
[0108] The plurality of first stop blades 252 all has the
same shape. The respective first stop blades 252 are
arranged with regular intervals on the same circumfer-
ence, and are arranged the adjacent first stop blades 252
are arranged to overlap each other. As shown in Fig. 21,
the first stop blades 252 arranged in this manner form a
first light blocking section 258, which has an annular
shape, as a whole. Fig. 21 shows a state in which the
first stop 250 is released, that is, a state in which the first
stop 250 is fully opened. In this case, the inner diameter
of the first light blocking section 258, which has an an-
nular shape, is the maximum.
[0109] As shown in Fig. 20, the first stop blade sup-
porting member 254 is composed of an annular plate
material. The first stop blade supporting member 254 is
disposed coaxially with the first light blocking section 258
which has an annular shape. The first stop blade sup-
porting member 254 comprises a plurality of bearing
holes 254A. The bearing holes 254A are arranged with
regular intervals on the same circumference. Each bear-
ing hole 254A composes a first fulcrum.
[0110] Each of the first stop blades 252 comprises a
first swing shaft 252A that can be fitted into the bearing
hole 254A. Each of the first stop blades 252 is swingably
supported on the first stop blade supporting member 254
by fitting the first swing shaft 252A in the bearing hole
254A.
[0111] As shown in Fig. 20, the first stop blade driving
member 256 is composed of an annular plate material.
The first stop blade driving member 256 is disposed co-
axially with the first light blocking section 258 and sup-
ported by a supporting member, which is not shown, so
as to be swingable in the circumferential direction. The
first stop blades 252 are arranged to be sandwiched be-
tween the first stop blade driving member 256 and the
first stop blade supporting member 254.
[0112] The first stop blade driving member 256 com-
prises a plurality of first cam grooves 256A. The plurality
of first cam grooves 256A all has the same shape, and
is disposed at regular intervals on the same circumfer-
ence.
[0113] Each of the first stop blades 252 comprises a
first cam pin 252B. The first cam pin 252B is fitted into

each of the first cam grooves 256A. In a case where the
first cam pin 252B is fitted into the first cam groove 256A,
the first stop blade driving member 256 is swung, and
then the first stop blades 252 swing in conjunction with
the motion of the first stop blade driving member 256.
[0114] The first cam pins 252B, the first cam grooves
256A, and the first stop blade driving member 256 com-
pose a first stop blade driving section for synchronously
swinging the first stop blades 252.
[0115] The first actuator, which is not shown, is com-
posed of, for example, a motor, and swings the first stop
blade driving member 256 in the circumferential direction.
For example, the first actuator swings the first stop blade
driving member 256 step by step in accordance with a
preset aperture value. Thereby, the inner diameter of the
first light blocking section 258 is increased or decreased
in accordance with the aperture value.
[0116] The first stop 250 is configured as described
above.
[0117] Fig. 22 is an explanatory diagram of the oper-
ation of the first stop.
[0118] In a case where the first stop blade driving mem-
ber 256 is swung, all the first stop blades 252 swing syn-
chronously around the bearing hole 254A as the first ful-
crum by the action of the first cam grooves 256A and the
first cam pins 252B. As a result, the inner diameter of the
first light blocking section 258 composed of the first stop
blades 252 is increased or decreased.
[0119] As described above, the first stop 250 is dis-
posed between the second wide-angle lens 120Ab and
the third wide-angle lens 120Ac. As shown in Fig. 18,
The light incident on the first optical system 120A passes
through the inside of the first stop 250 and is incident on
the image sensor 300. More specifically, the light incident
on the first optical system 120A passes through the inside
of the first light blocking section 258 composed of the
first stop blades 252 and is incident on the image sensor
300. In the first stop 250, in a case where the first stop
blade 252 is swung, the inner diameter of the first light
blocking section 258 is increased or decreased. There-
fore, by increasing and decreasing the inner diameter of
the first light blocking section 258, it is possible to adjust
the light amount of the light passing through the first op-
tical system 120A.

[Second Stop]

[0120] The second stop 260 adjusts the light amount
of light passing through the second optical system 130A.
The second stop 260 is disposed on the optical axis L
and is disposed immediately behind the second telephoto
mirror 130Ac composing the second optical system
130A.
[0121] Fig. 23 is an exploded perspective view of the
second stop. Further, Fig. 24 is a front view of the second
stop blade composing the second stop, and Fig. 25 is a
front view illustrating a configuration of arrangement of
the second stop blades.
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[0122] As shown in Fig. 23, the second stop 260 is
configured to mainly comprise a plurality of second stop
blades 262, a second stop blade supporting member 264
that swingably supports the plurality of second stop
blades 262, a second stop blade driving member 266
that swings the plurality of second stop blades 262 syn-
chronously, and a second actuator (not shown in the
drawing) that operates the second stop blade driving
member 266.
[0123] The second stop blades 262 all have the same
shape, and have an arcuate shape as shown in Fig. 24.
As shown in Fig. 25, the second stop blades 262 are
respectively arranged with regular intervals on the same
circumference, and the second stop blades 262 adjacent
to each other are arranged to overlap with each other.
The second stop blades 262 arranged in such a manner
form the second light blocking section 268 having an an-
nular shape as a whole. Fig. 25 shows a state in which
the second stop 260 is released, that is, a state in which
the second stop 260 is fully opened. In this case, the
outer diameter of the second light blocking section 268
is minimized.
[0124] The second stop blade supporting member 264
is disposed coaxially with the second light blocking sec-
tion 268. As shown in Fig. 23, the second stop blade
supporting member 264 is configured to comprise an in-
ner frame 264A, an outer frame 264B, three support arms
264C, and bearings 264D. Both the inner frame 264A
and the outer frame 264B are composed of annular
frames, and are arranged concentrically. The three sup-
port arms 264C are arranged radially, and connect the
inner frame 264A and the outer frame 264B to each other.
The bearings 264D are provided in the inner frame 264A,
and are arranged with regular intervals in the circumfer-
ential direction. Each bearing 264D composes a second
fulcrum.
[0125] Each second swing shaft 62A, which can be
fitted into the bearing 264D, is provided at the base end
section of each second stop blade 262. Each second
stop blade 262 is swingably supported by the second
stop blade supporting member 264 by fitting the second
swing shaft 62A into the bearing 264D.
[0126] The second stop blade driving member 266 is
disposed coaxially with the second light blocking section
268. As shown in Fig. 23, the second stop blade driving
member 266 is composed of an annular plate material,
and comprises a fitting portion 266A having an annular
shape at the inner peripheral portion thereof. By fitting
the fitting portion 266A into the inner peripheral portion
of the second stop blade supporting member 264, the
second stop blade driving member 266 is disposed co-
axially with the second stop blade supporting member
264 and the second light blocking section 268, and is
supported swingably in the circumferential direction.
[0127] The second stop blade driving member 266
comprises a plurality of second cam pins 266B. The sec-
ond cam pins 266B are arranged with regular intervals
on the same circumference.

[0128] Each of the second stop blades 262 comprises
a second cam groove 262B. The second cam pin 266B
is fitted into each of the second cam grooves 262B. In a
case where the second cam pin 266B is fitted into each
of the second cam grooves 262B, the second stop blade
driving member 266 is swung, and then the second stop
blades 262 swing in conjunction with the motion of the
second stop blade driving member 266.
[0129] The second cam grooves 262B, the second
cam pins 266B, and the second stop blade driving mem-
ber 266 compose a second stop blade driving section for
synchronously swinging the second stop blades 262.
[0130] The second actuator, which is not shown, is
composed of, for example, a motor, and swings the sec-
ond stop blade driving member 266 in the circumferential
direction. For example, the second actuator swings the
second stop blade driving member 266 step by step in
accordance with a preset aperture value. Thereby, the
outer diameter of the second light blocking section 268
is increased or decreased in accordance with the aper-
ture value.
[0131] Fig. 26 is an explanatory diagram of the oper-
ation of the second stop.
[0132] In a case where the second stop blade driving
member 266 is swung, all the second stop blades 262
swing synchronously around the bearing 264D as the
second fulcrum by the action of the second cam pins
266B and the second cam grooves 262B. As a result,
the outer diameter of the second light blocking section
268 composed of the second stop blades 262 is in-
creased or decreased.
[0133] As described above, the second stop 260 is dis-
posed immediately behind the second telephoto mirror
130Ac. As shown in Fig. 19, The light incident on the
second optical system 130A passes through the outside
of the second stop 260 and is incident on the image sen-
sor 300. More specifically, the light passes through the
outside of the second light blocking section 268 com-
posed of the second stop blade 262 and is incident on
the image sensor 300. In the second stop 260, in a case
where the second stop blade 262 is swung, the outer
diameter of the second light blocking section 268 is in-
creased or decreased. Therefore, by increasing and de-
creasing the outer diameter of the second light blocking
section 268, it is possible to adjust the light amount of
the light passing through the second optical system
130A.

<Operation of Modification Example 1 of Lens Device>

[0134] According to the lens device 100A configured
as described above, the light amount of light passing
through the first optical system 120A is adjusted by the
first stop 250, and the light amount of light passing
through the second optical system 130A is adjusted by
the second stop 260.
[0135] At this time, by reducing the aperture of the first
stop 250, the inner diameter of the first light blocking sec-
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tion 258 is reduced, and the light passing through the
first optical system 120A are reduced. On the other hand,
by reducing the aperture of the second stop 260, the outer
diameter of the second light blocking section 268 is in-
creased, and the light passing through the first optical
system 120A are reduced.
[0136] By decreasing the inner diameter of the first light
blocking section 258, the light blocking region expands
so as to enlarge the boundary between the pupil regions
of the first optical system 120A and the second optical
system 130A. In addition, by increasing the outer diam-
eter of the second light blocking section 268, the light
blocking region expands so as to enlarge the boundary
between the pupil regions of the first optical system 120A
and the second optical system 130A.
[0137] As described above, also in the lens device
100A of the present example, in a case where the aper-
ture of the stop is reduced, the light blocking region ex-
pands so as to enlarge the boundary between the pupil
regions of the first optical system 120A and the second
optical system 130A. As a result, it is possible to improve
separability of the light incident on the image sensor 300,
and it is possible to effectively suppress interference.
[0138] In the lens device 100A of the present example,
the first light blocking section 258 of the first stop 250
and the second light blocking section 268 of the second
stop 260 are combined to compose one light blocking
section.

«Other Examples of First Stop and Second Stop»

[0139] The first stop 250 and the second stop 260 ap-
plied to the modification example of the above-mentioned
lens device 100A may be composed of liquid crystal el-
ements.

<First Stop Composed of Liquid Crystal Elements>

[0140] Fig. 27 is a front view illustrating an example of
the first stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
[0141] The first stop 270 of the present example is com-
posed of, for example, liquid crystal elements such as
STN liquid crystal, DSTN liquid crystal, or TFT liquid crys-
tal.
[0142] The first stop 270 has a discoid shape. The first
stop 270 comprises a circular light transmitting region
272 in the central portion, and an annular light transmit-
ting/blocking switch region 274 in the outer peripheral
portion.
[0143] The light transmitting region 272 is a region
which has translucency and through which light is con-
stantly transmitted.
[0144] The light transmitting/blocking switch region
274 is a region where it is possible to arbitrarily switch
between a light transmitting state in which light is trans-
mitted and a light blocking state in which light is blocked.
The light transmitting/blocking switch region 274 com-
poses a first light blocking section in the light blocking

state. The light transmitting/blocking switch region 274
is configured such that a plurality of annular regions 274A
to 274F is concentrically combined. Each of the annular
regions 274A to 274F is configured to be capable of in-
dividually switching between the light transmitting state
and the light blocking state.
[0145] Each of the annular regions 274A to 274F com-
posing the light transmitting/blocking switch region 274
is independently controlled by a liquid crystal driver 276,
and is set in the light transmitting state or the light blocking
state.
[0146] In the first stop 270 configured as described
above, the aperture amount is adjusted by individually
controlling the states of the respective annular regions
274A to 274F composing the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 274.
[0147] Figs. 28A and 28B are explanatory diagrams of
the operation of the first stop composed of liquid crystal
elements. Fig. 28A shows a state in which the aperture
of the stop is reduced by one stop, and Fig. 28B shows
a state in which the aperture of the stop is minimized.
[0148] As shown in Fig. 28A, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is reduced by one stop, the annular
region 274A positioned to be closest to the outside of the
light transmitting/blocking switch region 274 is set in the
light blocking state, and the other annular regions 274B
to 274F are set in the light transmitting state.
[0149] As shown in Fig. 28B, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is minimized, all the annular regions
274A to 274F composing the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 274 are in the light blocking state.
[0150] In this manner, in a case where the aperture of
the first stop 270 is reduced, the annular regions 274A
to 274F composing the light transmitting/blocking switch
region 274 are blocked from light in order from the out-
side. As a result, the light blocking region expands in-
ward.

<Second Stop Composed of Liquid Crystal Elements>

[0151] Fig. 29 is a front view illustrating an example of
the second stop composed of liquid crystal elements.
[0152] The second stop 280 of the present example is
composed of liquid crystal elements such as STN liquid
crystal, DSTN liquid crystal, or TFT liquid crystal.
[0153] The second stop 280 has a discoid shape. The
second stop 280 comprises a central light transmitting
region 282 having a circular shape in the central portion
and an outer peripheral light transmitting region 284 hav-
ing an annular shape in the outer peripheral portion. In
addition, an annular light transmitting/blocking switch re-
gion 286 is provided between the central light transmitting
region 282 and the outer peripheral light transmitting re-
gion 284.
[0154] The central light transmitting region 282 and the
outer peripheral light transmitting region 284 are regions
which have translucency and through which light is con-
stantly transmitted.
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[0155] The light transmitting/blocking switch region
286 is a region where it is possible to arbitrarily switch
between the light transmitting state and the light blocking
state. The light transmitting/blocking switch region 286
composes a second light blocking section in the light
blocking state. The light transmitting/blocking switch re-
gion 286 is configured such that a plurality of annular
regions 286A to 286F is concentrically combined. Each
of the annular regions 286A to 286F is configured to be
capable of individually switching between the light trans-
mitting state and the light blocking state.
[0156] Each of the annular regions 286A to 286F com-
posing the light transmitting/blocking switch region 286
is independently controlled by a liquid crystal driver 288
and is set in the light transmitting state or the light blocking
state.
[0157] In the second stop 280 configured as described
above, the aperture amount is adjusted by individually
controlling the states of the respective annular regions
286A to 286F composing the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 286.
[0158] Figs. 30A and 30B are explanatory diagrams of
the operation of the second stop composed of liquid crys-
tal elements. Fig. 30A shows a state in which the aperture
of the stop is reduced by one stop, and Fig. 30B shows
a state in which the aperture of the stop is minimized.
[0159] As shown in Fig. 30A, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is reduced by one stop, the annular
region 286A positioned to be closest to the inside of the
light transmitting/blocking switch region 286 is set in the
light blocking state, and the other annular regions 286B
to 286F are set in the light transmitting state.
[0160] As shown in Fig. 30B, in a case where the ap-
erture of the stop is minimized, all the annular regions
286A to 286F composing the light transmitting/blocking
switch region 286 are in the light blocking state.
[0161] In this manner, in a case where the aperture of
the second stop 280 is reduced, the annular regions 286A
to 286F composing the light transmitting/blocking switch
region 286 are blocked from light in order from the inside.
As a result, the light blocking region expands outward.

<Other Examples of First Stop and Second Stop>

[0162] In the above-mentioned embodiment, the first
stop and the second stop may be configured to be oper-
ated by actuators, but may be configured to be manually
operated. For example, regarding the first stop, a lever
may be provided on the first stop blade driving member,
and the lever may be configured to be manually swung.
Similarly, regarding the second stop, a lever may be pro-
vided on the second stop blade driving member, and the
lever may be configured to be manually swung.
[0163] In a case where the first stop blade supporting
member which composes the first stop blocks light pass-
ing through the second optical system, or in a case where
the second stop blade supporting member which com-
poses the second stop blocks light passing through the

first optical system, it is preferable that these members
are composed of a transparent material. Thereby, it is
possible to reduce the effect of light blocking by the sup-
porting member.
[0164] In the above-mentioned embodiment, in the first
stop, the first cam grooves are configured to be provided
on the side of the first stop blade driving member, and
the first cam pins are configured to be provided on the
side of the first stop blades. However, the first cam pins
may be configured to be provided on the side of the first
stop blade driving member, and the first cam grooves
may be configured to be provided on the side of the first
stop blades. Similarly, in the second stop, second cam
grooves may be provided on the side of the second stop
blade driving member, and second cam pins may be pro-
vided on the side of the second stop blades.

-Third Embodiment-

[0165] The lens device is configured such that the first
optical system and the second optical system are mov-
able along the optical axis, and thereby it is possible to
perform focus adjustment. In this case, the first optical
system and the second optical system are configured to
be independently movable, and thereby focus adjust-
ment of the first optical system and the second optical
system can be performed independently.

[Configuration of Lens Device]

[0166] Fig. 31 is a schematic configuration diagram of
the lens device which is configured such that the first
optical system and the second optical system are mov-
able along the optical axis.
[0167] A basic configuration of a lens device 100B is
the same as that of the lens device 100A shown in Fig.
17. In the lens device 100B, a first optical system 120B
and a second optical system 130B composing an imaging
optical system 110B are composed of optical systems
having focal lengths different from each other, and a stop
can be provided for each optical system. That is, the first
stop 250, which adjusts the light amount of the first optical
system 120B, and a second stop 260, which adjusts the
light amount of the second optical system 130B, are pro-
vided.
[0168] The lens device 100B according to the present
embodiment further comprises: a first optical system driv-
ing section (not shown in the drawing) that integrally
moves the first optical system 120B and the first stop 250
along the optical axis L; and a second optical system
driving section (not shown in the drawing) that integrally
moves the second optical system 130B and the second
stop 260 along the optical axis L.

<<First Optical System>>

[0169] The first optical system 120B is composed by
combining a plurality of lenses. The wide-angle lens
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group composing the first optical system 120B is com-
posed of a first wide-angle lens 120Ba, a second wide-
angle lens 120Bb, a third wide-angle lens 120Bc, and a
fourth wide-angle lens 120Bd. The first wide-angle lens
120Ba, the second wide-angle lens 120Bb, the third
wide-angle lens 120Bc, and the fourth wide-angle lens
120Bd are arranged in order of the first wide-angle lens
120Ba, the second wide-angle lens 120Bb, the third
wide-angle lens 120Bc, and the fourth wide-angle lens
120Bd from the subject side, and are arranged along the
optical axis L, respectively. The light incident on the first
optical system 120B passes through the first wide-angle
lens 120Ba, the second wide-angle lens 120Bb, the third
wide-angle lens 120Bc, and the fourth wide-angle lens
120Bd in this order, and is incident on the common lens
140.

«Second Optical System»

[0170] The second optical system 130B is disposed
concentrically with the first optical system 120B. Conse-
quently, the optical axis thereof is commonly used in the
first optical system 120B.
[0171] The second optical system 130B is composed
of a so-called reflection telephoto type optical system,
and is composed by combining an annular lens and an
annular mirror. The telephoto lens group composing the
second optical system 130B is composed of a first tele-
photo lens 130Ba, a first telephoto mirror 130Bb, and a
second telephoto mirror 130Bc. The first telephoto lens
130Ba, the first telephoto mirror 130Bb, and the second
telephoto mirror 130Bc are arranged along the ray tra-
jectories from the subject side to the image sensor 300
in order of the first telephoto lens 130Ba, the first tele-
photo mirror 130Bb, and the second telephoto mirror
130Bc, and are arranged along the optical axis L, respec-
tively. The light incident on the second optical system
130B is transmitted through the first telephoto lens
130Ba, is reflected by the first telephoto mirror 130Bb, is
further reflected by the second telephoto mirror 130Bc,
and is incident on the common lens 140.

«First Stop»

[0172] A configuration of the first stop 250 is the same
as the configuration of the first stop 250 described as a
modification example of the second embodiment. The
first stop 250 is disposed between the second wide-angle
lens 120Ab and the third wide-angle lens 120Ac com-
posing the first optical system 120A.

«Second Stop»

[0173] A configuration of the second stop 260 is the
same as the configuration of the second stop 260 de-
scribed as a modification example of the second embod-
iment. The second stop 260 adjusts the light amount of
light passing through the second optical system 130A.

The second stop 260 is disposed on the optical axis L
and is disposed immediately behind the second telephoto
mirror 130Ac composing the second optical system
130A.

«First Optical System Driving Section»

[0174] The first optical system driving section integrally
moves the first optical system 120B and the first stop 250
along the optical axis L.
[0175] The first optical system 120B and the first stop
250 are held by a first optical system holding member
which is not shown. The first optical system driving sec-
tion is composed of, for example, a cam mechanism and
a feed screw mechanism, and moves the first optical sys-
tem holding member along the optical axis L.
[0176] Figs. 32A and 32B are explanatory diagrams of
the operation of the first optical system driven by the first
optical system driving section.
[0177] As shown in the drawing, the first optical system
120B and the first stop 250 integrally move back and forth
on the optical axis L.

«Second Optical System Driving Section»

[0178] The second optical system driving section inte-
grally moves the second optical system 130B and the
second stop 260 along the optical axis L.
[0179] The second optical system 130B and the sec-
ond stop 260 are held by a second optical system holding
member which is not shown. The second optical system
driving section is composed of, for example, a cam mech-
anism and a feed screw mechanism, and moves the sec-
ond optical system holding member along the optical axis
L.
[0180] Figs. 33A and 33B are explanatory diagrams of
the operation of the second optical system driven by the
second optical system driving section.
[0181] As shown in the drawing, the second optical
system 130B and the second stop 260 integrally move
back and forth on the optical axis L.

[Operation of Lens Device]

[0182] According to the lens device 100B of the present
embodiment, the first optical system 120B and the sec-
ond optical system 130B are provided to be independ-
ently movable. Thereby, the first optical system 120B and
the second optical system 130B are able to individually
perform focus adjustment.

[Modification Example of Imaging Apparatus of Third Em-
bodiment]

[0183] In a case where one stop is commonly used in
the first optical system and the second optical system as
in the imaging apparatus 10A shown in Fig. 13, in a case
where the first optical system and the second optical sys-
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tem are independently moved, the stop are configured
as follows.

(1) A case where the stop moves integrally with the first 
optical system

[0184] The stop moves integrally with the first optical
system. In this case, the stop is provided in the first optical
system holding member that holds the first optical sys-
tem, and moves integrally with the first optical system.

(2) A case where the stop moves integrally with the sec-
ond optical system

[0185] The stop moves integrally with the second op-
tical system. In this case, the stop is provided in the sec-
ond optical system holding member that holds the second
optical system, and moves integrally with the second op-
tical system.

(3) A case where the stop moves in conjunction with the 
first optical system and the second optical system

[0186] The stop moves in conjunction with the first op-
tical system and the second optical system. In this case,
the stop moves to the optimum position in conjunction
with the movement of both the first optical system and
the second optical system.

(4) A case where the stop remains stationary

[0187] The stop remains stationary at a certain posi-
tion. In this case, even in a case where the first optical
system and the second optical system move, the stop is
constantly kept stationary at a certain position.

[Fourth Embodiment]

[0188] As described above, the stop is disposed to
block light at the boundary between the pupil regions of
the first optical system and the second optical system,
and thereby it is possible to suppress interference. The
effect of interference suppression by this stop becomes
higher as the aperture of the stop is reduced.
[0189] On the other hand, the effect of interference can
be eliminated from the image in which interference has
occurred, through image processing.
[0190] Accordingly, by eliminating the effect of inter-
ference which can not be eliminated by the stop through
image processing, it is possible to acquire a higher quality
image.
[0191] Hereinafter, a method of eliminating the effect
of interference through image processing will be de-
scribed.

<<Mechanism of Occurrence of Interference>>

[0192] First, deterioration in image quality caused by

interference will be described. It should be noted that the
case where an image is captured by the imaging appa-
ratus 10A according to the second embodiment will be
described herein as an example.
[0193] Figs. 34A and 34B are diagrams illustrating ex-
amples of images in which interference has occurred.
Fig. 34A shows an example of a first wide-angle image
captured by the first optical system 120A, and Fig. 34B
shows an example of a second telephoto image captured
by the second optical system 130A.
[0194] In a case where separability of the light received
by each pixel of the image sensor 300 is insufficient, the
signal of the image component, which should not be re-
ceived, is mixed in the output of each pixel of the image
sensor 300. As a result, as shown in Fig. 34, each image
in which one image is superimposed on the other image
is captured.
[0195] Fig. 35 is a conceptual diagram for explaining
a mechanism of interference.
[0196] In Fig. 35, the symbol "Iw1" indicates a first orig-
inal image of wide angle, and the symbol "It1" indicates
a second original image of telephoto. The "first original
image Iw1" and "second original image It1" mentioned
here are images captured in a state in which no interfer-
ence occurs.
[0197] On the other hand, the symbol "Iw2" indicates
an image (first output image) generated from the signal
which is actually output from the first pixels 310A of the
image sensor 300, and the symbol "It2" indicates an im-
age (second output image) generated from the signal
which is actually output from the second pixels 310B of
the image sensor 300.
[0198] In a case where the first image and the second
image are captured by the imaging apparatus 10A, if sep-
arability of the light received by each pixel of the image
sensor 300 is sufficient, an image signal representing the
first original image Iw1 is output from the first pixels 310A,
and an image signal representing the second original im-
age It1 is output from the second pixels 310B.
[0199] However, as described above, in a case where
the light separability is insufficient, as in the first output
image Iw2 and the second output image It2, image sig-
nals representing multiplexed images, in which the first
and second images are mixed, are output from the first
pixels 310A and the second pixels 310B.
[0200] For example, among the first image light repre-
senting the first original image Iw1, distribution informa-
tion (indication) indicating a component of light appropri-
ately received by the first pixels 310A is referred to as
"first detection gain distribution D1", distribution informa-
tion (indication) indicating a component of light inappro-
priately received by the second pixels 310B is referred
to as "first interference gain distribution D2". Further,
among the second image light representing the second
original image It1, distribution information (indication) in-
dicating a component of light inappropriately received by
the first pixels 310A is referred to as "second interference
gain distribution D3", and distribution information (indi-
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cation) indicating a component of light appropriately re-
ceived by the second pixels 310B is referred to as "sec-
ond detection gain distribution D4".
[0201] Here, a first image component, which is ob-
tained by applying the first detection gain distribution D1
to the first original image Iw1 and received by the first
pixels 310A, is referred to as a "first original image com-
ponent E1". A second image component, which is ob-
tained by applying the second interference gain distribu-
tion D3 to the second original image It1 and received by
the first pixels 310A, is referred to as a "second interfer-
ence image component E2". A first image component,
which is obtained by applying the first interference gain
distribution D2 to the first original image Iw1 and received
by the second pixels 310B, is referred to as a "first inter-
ference image component E3". A second image compo-
nent, which is obtained by applying the second detection
gain distribution D4 to the second original image It1 and
received by the second pixels 310B, is referred to as a
"second original image component E4".
[0202] In this case, the first output image Iw2 generat-
ed on the basis of the image signal, which is output from
the first pixels 310A, is on the basis of an image obtained
by adding the first original image component E1 and the
second interference image component E2. The second
output image It2 generated on the basis of the image
signal, which is output from the second pixels 310B, is
on the basis of an image obtained by adding the first
interference image component E3 and the second orig-
inal image component E4.
[0203] As the separation performance of the light re-
ceived by each pixel of the image sensor 300 is better,
a component proportion of the second interference image
component E2 and the first interference image compo-
nent E3 is closer to zero (blank), and the first output im-
ages Iw2 and the second output image It2 are closer to
the first original image Iw1 and the second original image
It1, respectively.
[0204] On the other hand, as the light separation per-
formance deteriorates, the component proportion of the
second interference image component E2 and the first
interference image component E3 increases, the propor-
tion of the second interference image component E2 in-
creases in the first output image Iw2, and the proportion
of the first interference image component E3 increases
in the second output image It2.
[0205] As described above, the image signal, which is
output from the image sensor 300 in a case where there
is interference, corresponds to a result which is obtained
by adding the image component obtained by applying
the detection gain distribution to the original image and
the image component obtained by applying the interfer-
ence gain distribution to a different-channel image. Due
to such interference, an image (image signal), in which
the first image and the second image are superimposed,
is output from the imaging apparatus in which the light
separation performance is not sufficient.

«Image Processing Method»

[0206] Next, a method of eliminating the effect of inter-
ference from the first image and the second image
through image processing will be described.
[0207] Here, a description will be given of an exemplary
case of performing correction processing on both the first
image and the second image on the basis of the inverse
matrix of the matrix composed of the detection gain dis-
tribution and the interference gain distribution of the first
image and the second image.
[0208] Fig. 36 is a diagram illustrating a relationship of
the first original image Iw1, the second original image It1,
the first output image Iw2, the second output image It2,
and the matrix M composed of the detection gain distri-
bution and the interference gain distribution.
[0209] The "first original image Iw1", the "second orig-
inal image It1", the "first output image Iw2", and the "sec-
ond output image It2" shown in Fig. 36 correspond to the
"first original image Iw1", the "second original image It1",
the "first output image Iw2", and the "second output image
It2" shown in Fig. 35. It should be noted that "W1", "W2",
"T1", and "T2" in Fig. 36 will be described later.
[0210] The first output image Iw2 and the second out-
put image It2 generated from the image signals, which
are output from the image sensor 300, are represented
by a product of "the matrix M composed of the detection
gain distribution and the interference gain distribution"
and "the first original image Iw1 and the second original
image It1 which are the first and second original images
generated by the light passing through the first optical
system 120A and the second optical systems 130A, re-
spectively".
[0211] The matrix M composed of the detection gain
distribution and the interference gain distribution is a 2x2
matrix composed of the first detection gain distribution
D1, the first interference gain distribution D2, the second
interference gain distribution D3, and the second detec-
tion gain distribution D4.
[0212] The "first detection gain distribution D1", the
"first interference gain distribution D2", the "second in-
terference gain distribution D3", and the "second detec-
tion gain distribution D4" respectively correspond to "the
first detection gain distribution D1", "first interference gain
distribution D2", "second interference gain distribution
D3", and "second detection gain distribution D4" shown
in Fig. 35.
[0213] Fig. 37 is a diagram illustrating a determinant
obtained by applying the inverse matrix M-1 of "the matrix
M composed of detection gain distribution and interfer-
ence gain distribution" to the determinant shown in Fig.
36.
[0214] As shown in Fig. 37, it is possible to acquire "the
first image Iw1 and the second original image It1 which
are the first and second original images" through a prod-
uct of the inverse matrix M-1 of "the matrix M composed
of the detected gain distribution and the interference gain
distribution" and "the first output image Iw2 and the sec-
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ond output image It2 generated from the image signals,
which are output from the image sensor 300.
[0215] Fig. 38 is a diagram illustrating a determinant
expressing the determinant of Fig. 37 in a simplified man-
ner.
[0216] In Fig. 38, "W1" collectively represents the pixel
components (pixel values) of the first original image Iw1,
and "T1" collectively represents the pixel components of
the second original image It1. "W2" collectively repre-
sents the pixel components of the first output image Iw2,
and "T2" collectively represents the pixel components of
the second output image It2.
[0217] Further, in Fig. 38, "A", "B", "C", and "D" collec-
tively represents elements composing the first detection
gain distribution D1, the second interference gain distri-
bution D3, the first interference gain distribution D2, and
the second detection gain distribution D4.
[0218] Fig. 39 is a diagram illustrating elements w1_11
to w1_mn composing "W1" shown in Fig. 38.
[0219] "W1" is composed of elements w1_11 to w1_mn
corresponding to the pixel components (pixel values) of
the first original image Iw1.
[0220] It should be noted that "m" and "n" each repre-
sent an integer of 2 or more. "m" and "n" may be the
same or different.
[0221] Likewise, "W2", "T1", and "T2" shown in Fig. 38
are also respectively composed of elements w2_11 to
w2_mn, t1_11 to t1_mn, and t2_11 to t2_mn correspond-
ing to the pixel components (pixel values) of the first out-
put image Iw2, the second original image It1, and the
second output image It2 (not shown in the drawing).
[0222] In addition, "A", "B", "C", and "D" shown in Fig.
38 are also respectively composed of elements a11 to
amn, b11 to bmn, and c11 to cmn, and d11 to dmn de-
termined in accordance with the respective pixels of the
first image and the second image (not shown in the draw-
ing).
[0223] Fig. 40 is a diagram illustrating a calculation ex-
pression of "w1_ij" derived on the basis of the determi-
nant shown in Fig. 38. Further, Fig. 41 is a diagram illus-
trating a calculation expression of "t1_ij" derived on the
basis of the determinant shown in Fig. 38.
[0224] In Figs. 40 and 41, "i" represents any one integer
of 1 to m, and "j" represents any one integer of 1 to n. As
shown in Figs. 40 and 41, elements w1_11 to w1_mn
corresponding to the pixel components (pixel values) of
the first original image Iw1 and elements t1_11 to t1_mn
corresponding to the pixel components (pixel values) of
the second original image It1 can be calculated from the
first output image Iw2, the second output image It2, and
the inverse matrix M-1.
[0225] The effect of interference can be eliminated by
correcting both image data pieces of the first image and
the second image, on the basis of the arithmetic expres-
sion represented by Figs. 40 and 41.
[0226] The correction processing is performed in the
digital signal processing section 404. That is, the digital
signal processing section 404 functions as an image sig-

nal processing section, and performs processing of elim-
inating the effect of interference given by the second op-
tical system from the first image and processing of elim-
inating the effect of interference given by the first optical
system from the second image.
[0227] On the basis of the arithmetic expressions
shown in Figs. 40 and 41, the digital signal processing
section 404 performs correction processing on both of
the first image and the second image data, and executes
processing of reducing the effect of "the second image
component mixed in the first image" and the effect of "the
first image component mixed in the second image".
[0228] From the viewpoint of precise correction
processing, it is preferable that the detection gain distri-
bution and the interference gain distribution are com-
posed of the same number of elements as the number
of pixels composing each of the first image and the sec-
ond image, and the inverse matrix M-1 of each element
(each corresponding pixel) composing the detection gain
distribution and the interference gain distribution is used
in the digital signal processing section 404. However, as
in a case of small shading, in a case where "the elements
composing the detection gain distribution and the inter-
ference gain distribution" are approximated to "a part or
all of the pixels composing the first image and the second
image", from the viewpoint of giving priority to costs in
calculation, "elements composing the detected gain dis-
tribution and the interference gain distribution" may be
represented by common representative values in an ap-
proximate range. Therefore, in a case where "all of the
pixels composing the first image and the second image"
are approximated, the detection gain distribution and the
interference gain distribution can be represented by a
single representative value. Thus, "the correction
processing based on the inverse matrix of the matrix com-
posed of the detection gain distribution and the interfer-
ence gain distribution" can be performed through a sim-
ple process at high speed.
[0229] The matrix M (refer to "A", "C", "B", and "D" in
Fig. 38) based on the first detection gain distribution D1,
the first interference gain distribution D2, the second in-
terference gain distribution D3, and the second detection
gain distribution D4 is determined by the lens device and
the image sensor to be used. The imaging apparatus
stores and holds the elements of the inverse matrix M-1

derived in advance from this matrix M, and is able to
reduce the effect of the second image light in the first
image and to reduce the effect of the first image light in
the second image by applying the stored and held ele-
ments of the inverse matrix M-1 to the first output image
Iw2 and the second output image It2.
[0230] Further, "the correction processing based on
the inverse matrix M-1 of the matrix M composed of the
detection gain distribution and the interference gain dis-
tribution" (hereinafter referred to as interference reduc-
tion processing) in the above-mentioned digital signal
processing section 404 is performed on both image data
pieces of the first image and the second image, but the
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present invention is not limited thereto. Both the first im-
age data and the second image data generated by the
digital signal processing section 404 may be temporarily
stored in the internal memory 406 which is not shown,
and the digital signal processing section 404 may read
both image data pieces from the image storage section,
and may perform correction processing.
[0231] In addition, the interference reduction process-
ing in the above-mentioned digital signal processing sec-
tion 404 is actually performed for each color channel com-
posing both image data pieces of the first image and the
second image. The digital signal processing section 404
stores and holds "the inverse matrix M-1 of the matrix M
composed of the detection gain distribution and the in-
terference gain distribution" for each of the color chan-
nels. For example, a description will be given of an ex-
emplary case where the image sensor 300 has R, G, and
B color filters and both the first image and the second
image composed of RGB data are output as image sig-
nals from the image sensor 300. In this case, the digital
signal processing section 404 holds "the inverse matrix
M-1 of the matrix M composed of the detection gain dis-
tribution and the interference gain distribution" for each
color channel of RGB, and applies the inverse matrix M-1

to the first output image Iw2 and the second output image
It2.
[0232] Figs. 42A and 42B are diagrams illustrating ex-
amples of the first image and the second image obtained
in a case where interference reduction processing is per-
formed. It is to be noted that Fig. 42A shows the first
image obtained in a case where the interference reduc-
tion processing is performed, and Fig. 42B shows the
second image obtained in a case where the interference
reduction processing is performed.
[0233] As shown in Fig. 42, in the first image and the
second image after the interference reduction process-
ing, compared with the state before the interference re-
duction processing (refer to Fig. 34), it is possible to re-
duce the effect of "the second image component mixed
in the first image" or the effect of "the first image compo-
nent mixed in the second image". As a result, it is possible
to acquire high quality image quality superior in visibility
as a whole.

«Modification Example»

[0234] As described above, the stop is disposed to
block light at the boundary between the pupil regions of
the first optical system and the second optical system,
and thereby it is possible to suppress interference. The
effect of interference suppression by this stop becomes
higher as the aperture of the stop is reduced. Accordingly,
the interference reduction processing may be switched
on or off in accordance with the aperture value. That is,
in a case of stopping down more than a certain amount,
that is, in a case of stopping down to a range where in-
terference does not occur, the interference reduction
processing is turned off. Thereby, it is possible to prevent

overcorrection, and it is possible to capture higher quality
images.
[0235] Further, the image processing parameters may
be changed in accordance with the aperture value, that
is, in accordance with the light amount to be adjusted by
the stop. In the above-mentioned example, the element
values of the matrix used in image processing are
changed in accordance with the aperture value. Thereby,
it is possible to appropriately correct the image in accord-
ance with the interference ratio, and it is possible to ac-
quire higher quality images.

[Other Embodiments]

«Another Embodiment of Lens Device»

[0236] The first optical system and the second optical
system composing the lens device may be composed of
optical systems having imaging characteristics different
from each other. For example, in addition to the config-
uration shown in the above embodiment, the first optical
system and the second optical system may be composed
of optical systems having transmission wavelength char-
acteristics different from each other. In this case, for ex-
ample, the first optical system is composed of an optical
system having transmission wavelength characteristics
suitable for imaging with visible light, and the second op-
tical system is composed of an optical system having
transmission wavelength characteristics suitable for im-
aging with infrared light. Thereby, the visible light image
can be captured through the first optical system, and the
infrared image can be captured through the second op-
tical system.

«Another Embodiment»

[0237] The imaging apparatus may be configured as
a single camera, and may be incorporated in other ap-
paratuses. For example, the imaging apparatus may be
incorporated in a smartphone, a tablet type computer, a
notebook type computer.
[0238] The application as an imaging apparatus is also
not particularly limited, and the imaging apparatus may
be used for not only usual camera applications but also
applications such as surveillance cameras and in-vehicle
cameras.
[0239] Further, the lens device may be configured to
be operated manually, or may be configured to be oper-
ated automatically. For example, except for a case where
the stop is composed of liquid crystal elements, the stop
may be configured to be operated manually or may be
configured to be operated automatically by using an ac-
tuator. Further, the mechanism for moving the optical
system along the optical axis may be configured to be
operated manually, or may be configured to be operated
automatically by using an actuator.
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Explanation of References

[0240] 10: imaging apparatus, 10A: imaging appara-
tus, 100: lens device, 100A: lens device, 100B: lens de-
vice, 110: imaging optical system, 110A: imaging optical
system, 110B: imaging optical system, 120: first optical
system, 120A: first optical system, 120 Ab: second wide-
angle lens, 120 Ac: third wide-angle lens, 120 Ad: fourth
wide-angle lens, 120B: first optical system, 120 Ba: first
wide-angle lens, 120 Bb: second wide-angle lens, 120
Bc: third wide-angle lens, 120 Bd: fourth wide-angle lens,
130: second optical system, 130A: second optical sys-
tem, 130Aa: first telephoto lens, 130Ab: first telephoto
mirror, 130Ac: second telephoto mirror, 130B: second
optical system, 130 Ba: first telephoto lens, 130 Bb: first
telephoto mirror, 130 Bc: second telephoto mirror, 140:
common lens, 200: stop, 202: stop blade, 202A: first
blade portion, 202B: second blade portion, 202C: swing
shaft, 202D: cam groove, 204: stop blade supporting
member, 204A: inner frame, 204B: outer frame, 204C:
support arm, 204D: bearing, 206: stop blade driving
member, 206A: fitting portion, 206B: cam pin, 208: light
blocking section, 220: stop, 222: central light transmitting
region, 224: outer peripheral light transmitting region,
226: light transmitting/blocking switch region, 226A to
226G: annular region, 228: liquid crystal driver, 250: first
stop, 252: first stop blade, 252A: first swing shaft, 252B:
first cam pin, 254: first stop blade supporting member,
254A: bearinghole, 256: first stop blade driving member,
256A: first cam groove, 258: first light blocking section,
260: second stop, 262: second stop blade, 262B: second
cam groove, 264: second stop blade supporting member,
264A: inner frame, 264B: outer frame, 264C: support
arm, 264D: bearing, 266: second stop blade driving mem-
ber, 266A: fitting portion, 266B: second cam pin, 268:
second light blocking section, 270: first stop, 272: light
transmitting region, 274: light transmitting/blocking
switch region, 274A to 274F: annular region, 276: liquid
crystal driver, 280: second stop, 282: central light trans-
mitting region, 284: outer peripheral light transmitting re-
gion, 286: light transmitting/blocking switch region, 286A
to 286F: annular region, 288: liquid crystal driver, 300:
image sensor, 310A: first pixel, 310B: second pixel, 312:
micro lens, 314: light blocking mask, 401: lens driving
control section, 402: image sensor driving control sec-
tion, 403: analog signal processing section, 404: digital
signal processing section, 405: display section, 406: in-
ternal memory, 407: media interface, 408: system control
section, 409: operation section, 410: external memory,
L: optical axis

Claims

1. An imaging apparatus comprising:

an imaging optical system that is configured
such that a first optical system and a second

optical system having imaging characteristics
different from each other are combined concen-
trically;
an image sensor that has a plurality of pixels
composed of photoelectric conversion elements
two-dimensionally arranged, respectively pupil-
divides light incident through the first optical sys-
tem and light incident through the second optical
system, and selectively receives the light
through the pixels;
an image signal acquisition section that acquires
an image signal of a first image obtained through
the first optical system and an image signal of a
second image obtained through the second op-
tical system, from the image sensor; and
a stop that has an annular light blocking section
of which an inner diameter and an outer diam-
eter are capable of being increased or de-
creased, and adjusts a light amount of light pass-
ing through the first optical system and the sec-
ond optical system by increasing or decreasing
the inner diameter and the outer diameter of the
light blocking section at a boundary between pu-
pil regions of the first optical system and the sec-
ond optical system.

2. The imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first optical system and the second op-
tical system have focal lengths different from each
other.

3. The imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first optical system and the second op-
tical system have focusing distances different from
each other.

4. The imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first optical system and the second op-
tical system have transmission wavelength charac-
teristics different from each other.

5. The imaging apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 4,
wherein the stop is composed of liquid crystal ele-
ments.

6. The imaging apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 4,

wherein the stop has

a plurality of fulcrums that are arranged with
regular intervals on a same circumference,
a plurality of stop blades that are swingably
supported by the fulcrums, are arranged to
overlap, and compose the light blocking
section, and
a stop blade driving section that swings the
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stop blades synchronously, and

wherein the inner diameter and the outer diam-
eter of the light blocking section are increased
or decreased by swinging the stop blades syn-
chronously through the stop blade driving sec-
tion.

7. The imaging apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 4,

wherein the stop is configured to have, on a
same axis,

a first stop that has a first light blocking sec-
tion which has an annular shape and of
which an inner diameter is increased or de-
creased, and
a second stop that has a second light block-
ing section which has an annular shape and
of which an outer diameter is increased or
decreased,

wherein the first stop adjusts a light amount of
light passing through the first optical system, and
wherein the second stop adjusts a light amount
of light passing through the second optical sys-
tem.

8. The imaging apparatus according to claim 7,

wherein the first stop has

a plurality of first fulcrums that are arranged
with regular intervals on a same circumfer-
ence,
a plurality of first stop blades that are swing-
ably supported by the first fulcrums, are dis-
posed to overlap, and compose the first light
blocking section, and
a first stop blade driving section that swings
the first stop blades synchronously, and

wherein the inner diameter of the first light block-
ing section is increased or decreased by swing-
ing the first stop blades synchronously through
the first stop blade driving section.

9. The imaging apparatus according to claim 7 or 8,

wherein the second stop has

a plurality of second fulcrums that are ar-
ranged with regular intervals on a same cir-
cumference,
a plurality of second stop blades that are
swingably supported by the second ful-
crums, are disposed to overlap, and com-

pose the second light blocking section, and
a second stop blade driving section that
swings the second stop blades synchro-
nously, and

wherein the outer diameter of the second light
blocking section is increased or decreased by
swinging the second stop blades synchronously
through the second stop blade driving section.

10. The imaging apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 9, further comprising
an image signal processing section that acquires an
image signal of the first image and an image signal
of the second image, and performs processing of
eliminating an effect of interference caused by the
second optical system from the first image and
processing of eliminating an effect of interference
caused by the first optical system from the second
image.

11. The imaging apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein the image signal processing section chang-
es image processing parameters in accordance with
a light amount adjusted by the stop.
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