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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Technical Field: The exemplary embodiments
relate to techniques and apparatus for misalignment mit-
igation of downhole tools in a wellbore.
[0002] Oilfield operations may be performed in order
to extract fluids from the earth. When a well site is com-
pleted, pressure control equipment may be placed near
the surface of the earth including in a subsea environ-
ment. The pressure control equipment may control the
pressure in the wellbore while drilling, completing and
producing the wellbore. The pressure control equipment
may include blowout preventers (BOP), rotating control
devices, and the like.
[0003] The rotating control device or RCD is a drill-
through device with a rotating seal that contacts and seals
against the drill string (drill pipe, casing, drill collars, kelly,
etc.) for the purposes of controlling the pressure or fluid
flow to the surface. The RCD may have multiple seal
assemblies and, as part of a seal assembly, may have
two or more seal elements in the form of stripper rubbers
for engaging the drill string and controlling pressure up
and/or downstream from the stripper rubbers. For refer-
ence to existing descriptions of rotating control devices
and/or for controlling pressure please see US patent
numbers 5,662,181; 6,138,774; 6,263,982; 7,159,669;
and 7,926,593.
[0004] Misalignment of the drill string to the wellbore
is an ongoing problem for RCDs. Excessive misalign-
ment can cause sealing element failures, and if severe
enough, damage to bearing assemblies and RCD bodies.
Historically, the problem has been addressed by making
adjustments to the drilling rig, however, there are some
situations where rig alignment is not constant, and align-
ment changes with the amount of pipe that is in the pipe
rack. In addition, rig adjustments require personnel to
monitor the alignment and adjust accordingly. Perception
on alignment may also be an issue. Thus, there is a need
for improved misalignment correction techniques, partic-
ularly passive techniques.
[0005] US2011/036638 proposes a system and meth-
od for a low profile rotating control device (LP-RCD) and
its housing mounted on or integral with an annular blow-
out preventer seal, casing, or other housing. The LP-RCD
and LP-RCD housing can fit within a limited space avail-
able on drilling rigs. An embodiment allows a LP-RCD to
be removably disposed with a LP-RCD housing by rotat-
ing a bearing assembly rotating plate. A sealing element
may be removably disposed with the LP-RCD bearing
assembly by rotating a seal retainer ring. Alternatively, a
sealing element may be removably disposed with the LP-
RCD bearing assembly with a seal support member
threadedly attached with the LP-RCD bearing assembly.
The seal support member may be locked in position with
a seal locking ring removably attached with threads with
the LP-RCD bearing assembly over the seal support

member. Spaced apart accumulators may be disposed
radially outward of the bearings in the bearing assembly
to provide self-lubrication to the bearings.
[0006] US5647444 proposes a rotating blowout pre-
ventor having at least two rotating stripper rubber seals
which provide a continuous seal about a drilling string
having drilling string components of varying diameter. A
stationary bowl is designed to support a blowout preven-
tor bearing assembly and receives a swivel ball that co-
operates with the bowl to self-align the blowout preventor
bearing assembly and the swivel ball with respect to the
fixed bowl. Chilled water is circulated through the seal
boxes of the blowout preventor bearing assembly and
liquid such as water is pumped into the bearing assembly
annulus between the stripper rubbers to offset well pres-
sure on the stripper rubbers. It also proposes a method
for sealing a drilling string at the surface of a well, which
method includes the steps of mounting a rotating blowout
preventor having at least two sealing stripper rubbers on
the well casing or other equipment connected to the well
casing, in swiveling relationship, inserting a drilling string
through the rotating blowout preventor and stripper rub-
bers, introducing a liquid into the rotating blowout pre-
ventor, circulating water around certain pressure seals
and application of hydraulic pressure on the stripper rub-
bers and pressure seals to offset well pressure exerted
against the stripper rubbers and pressure seals.

SUMMARY

[0007] Aspects of the invention are set out in the ac-
companying claims. Generally, the disclosure relates to
misalignment correction devices and methods for miti-
gating misalignment of a piece of oilfield equipment in an
RCD. A rounded shoulder appears on a first surface with-
in the RCD, and a socket profile appears on a second
surface within the RCD. The second surface is configured
to abut the rounded shoulder. The rounded shoulder is
configured to rotate within the socket profile. Further, a
floating joint is implemented into the RCD and combined
with the foregoing rotation mitigation features.
[0008] As used herein the terms "radial", "radially",
"horizontal" and "horizontally" include directions inward
toward the center axial direction of the drill string but not
limited to directions perpendicular to such axial direction
or running directly through the center. Rather such direc-
tions, although including perpendicular and toward the
center, also include those transverse and/or off center
yet moving inward, across or against the surface of an
outer sleeve.
[0009] As used herein the terms "rounded" and "spher-
ical" shall include arcuate, ovoid and elliptical.
[0010] As used herein the terms "anti-rotational de-
vice" shall include a J-Iatch, an annular bladder, an in-
flatable (or other type) clutch and/or a key or pin in com-
bination with a mating slot.

1 2 



EP 3 149 268 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The exemplary embodiments may be better un-
derstood, and numerous objects, features, and advan-
tages made apparent to those skilled in the art by refer-
encing the accompanying drawings. These drawings are
used to illustrate only exemplary embodiments of this
disclosure, and are not to be considered limiting of its
scope, for the disclosure may admit to other equally ef-
fective exemplary embodiments. The figures are not nec-
essarily to scale and certain features and certain views
of the figures may be shown exaggerated in scale or in
schematic in the interest of clarity and conciseness.

Figure 1A depicts a cross-section of an RCD and an
aligned piece of oilfield equipment with a misalign-
ment mitigation or correction device, not according
to the present invention.

Figure 1B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 1A.

Figure 1C depicts a cross-section of an RCD and a
misaligned piece of oilfield equipment with a mis-
alignment correction device, not according to the
present invention.

Figure 2A depicts a cross-section of an RCD with an
exemplary embodiment of a misalignment correction
device with a sleeve assembly.

Figure 2B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 2A.

Figure 3A depicts a cross-section of an RCD with an
alternate exemplary embodiment of a misalignment
correction device with a carrier and a floating joint.

Figure 3B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 3A.

Figure 3C depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 3B.

Figure 4A depicts a cross-section of an RCD with an
alternate exemplary embodiment of a misalignment
correction device with a carrier, floating joint, and
thrust bearings.

Figure 4B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 4A.

Figure 4C depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 4B.

Figure 5A depicts a cross-section of an RCD with an
alternate exemplary embodiment of a misalignment
correction device with a carrier, floating joint, and

pressure reduction system.

Figure 5B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 5A.

Figure 5C depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 5B.

Figure 6A depicts a cross-section of an RCD with an
alternate exemplary embodiment of a misalignment
correction device with a carrier, floating joint, pres-
sure reduction system, and thrust bearings.

Figure 6B depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 6A.

Figure 6C depicts an enlarged view taken from Fig-
ure 6B.

Figure 7 depicts a cross-section of an RCD and spool
with an alternate exemplary embodiment of a mis-
alignment correction device with a floating joint.

Figure 8A depicts an exemplary embodiment of the
slots of an anti-rotational device.

Figure 8B depicts an exemplary embodiment of the
keys corresponding to the slots of the anti-rotational
device of Figure 8A.

Figure 9A depicts an end view of an RCD receiver
with an exemplary embodiment of a misalignment
mitigation or correction device for locating internal
oilfield equipment such as a bearing.

Figure 9B depicts a cross-section taken along line
9B-9B of Figure 9A of an RCD receiver with an ex-
emplary embodiment of a misalignment mitigation
or correction device.

Figure 9C depicts a cross-section taken along line
9C-9C of Figure 9A of an RCD receiver with an ex-
emplary embodiment of a misalignment mitigation
or correction device.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENT(S)

[0012] The description that follows includes exemplary
apparatus, methods, techniques, and instruction se-
quences that embody techniques of the disclosed subject
matter. However, it is understood that the described ex-
emplary embodiments may be practiced without these
specific details.
[0013] Plural instances may be provided for compo-
nents, operations or structures described herein as a sin-
gle instance. In general, structures and functionality pre-
sented as separate components in the exemplary con-
figurations may be implemented as a combined structure
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or component. Similarly, structures and functionality pre-
sented as a single component may be implemented as
separate components. These and other variations, mod-
ifications, additions, and improvements may fall within
the scope of the disclosed subject matter.
[0014] Figure 1A and 1B depict a cross-section of an
RCD 10 and an aligned piece of oilfield equipment 40
with a misalignment mitigation or correction device 50,
not according to the present invention; Figure 1C depicts
a cross-section of an RCD 10 and a misaligned piece of
oilfield equipment 40 with a misalignment correction de-
vice 50, not according to the present invention. The RCD
10 has one or more sealing elements 80 for sealing an
item of oilfield equipment 40 at a wellsite proximate a
wellbore (or in a marine environment above and/or below
the water; or for directional drilling under an obstacle)
formed in the earth and lined with a casing. The one or
more RCDs 10 may control pressure in the wellbore. Typ-
ically, an internal portion of the RCD 10 is designed to
seal around a piece of oilfield equipment 40 and rotate
with the oilfield equipment 40 by use of an internal sealing
element 80, a latch assembly 30 and a rotating bearing
assembly 20. The sealing elements 80 are shown and
described herein as being located in an RCD 10 (rota-
tional control device). The one or more sealing elements
80 may be one or more annular stripper rubbers, or seal-
ing elements 80, located within the RCD 10. The sealing
elements 80 may be configured to radially engage and
seal the oilfield equipment 40 during oilfield operations.
Additionally, the internal portion of the RCD 10 and bear-
ing assembly 20 permits the oilfield equipment 40 to
move axially and slidably through the RCD 10. The oilfield
equipment 40 may be any suitable equipment to be
sealed by the sealing element 80 including, but not limited
to, a drill string, a bushing, a bearing, a bearing assembly,
a test plug, a snubbing adaptor, a docking sleeve, a
sleeve, sealing elements, a tubular, a drill pipe, a tool
joint, or even non-oilfield pieces of equipment such as
for directional drilling under obstacles and the like.
[0015] The misalignment correction device 50 in Fig-
ures 1A-C includes a spherical (rounded or arcuate)
shoulder 21 machined onto the exterior surface 22 of
bearing assembly 20 and a matching spherical (socket
or arcuate) seat profile 31 machined onto the interior sur-
face 32 of an annular piece 38, which is part of the latch
assembly 30. Latch assembly 30 may further include a
locking dog 33 which latches onto a matching profile 23
on bearing assembly 20 when in a locked position (as
illustrated in Figures 1A and 1B). The locking dog 33
retracts into the latch assembly 30 when in the unlocked
position. When locking dog 33 is latched, locking dog
profile 34, similarly to profile 31 of the annular piece 38,
forms a mating complement to profile 23 of the spherical
shoulder 21. Further, the annular piece 38 may have a
groove including a seal 35 to sealingly engage the spher-
ical shoulder 21.
[0016] The misalignment correction device 50 may al-
so optionally include anti-rotational device(s) 190 to pre-

vent unintentional rotation or spinning within the RCD 10.
For instance, one example of an anti-rotational device
190 may be one or more keys 36 on the latch assembly
30 which extend into and engage one or more slots 29
on the bearing assembly 20. The keys 36 engaging the
slots 29 may increase the robustness of the connection,
inhibit rotation/spinning, and decrease friction and wear
between the bearing assembly 20 and the latch assembly
30. The slots 29 may be uncovered/exposed or cov-
ered/enclosed. If enclosed, the slots 29 may completely
cover the keys 36 in the assembled position thereby re-
ducing the risk of damage to the keys 36 as the RCD 10
performs oilfield operations. An exemplary embodiment
of slots 29 of anti-rotational device 190, as defined on
spherical shoulder 21, is depicted in Figure 8A. Accord-
ingly, the slots 29 may be formed in the outer perimeter
of the spherical shoulder 21 (optionally integral with the
bearing assembly 20). Figure 8B depicts an exemplary
embodiment of keys 36 formed on the interior surface 32
of the annular piece 38 of anti-rotational device 190. The
keys 36 of Figure 8B may engage the slots 29 of Figure
8A. In another exemplary embodiment, the keys 36 may
be located proximate or even on the surface of the locking
dog 33 and the slots 29 may be defined on the spherical
shoulder 21. Alternatively or additionally, the keys 36 may
be located elsewhere on the interior surface 32 of the
annular piece 38 (e.g. above the locking dog 33, as part
of the locking dog 33, and facing or opposing the bearing
assembly) or latch assembly 30, and the slots 29 may
be defined in elsewhere on the exterior surface 22 of the
bearing assembly 20. The slots may also appear on the
annular piece 38 with the corresponding keys appearing
on the spherical shoulder 21.
[0017] As demonstrated in Figure 1C, the spherical
shoulder 21 and matching profiles 31, 34 of misalignment
correction device 50 allow for some rotation to compen-
sate for some rotational or angular misalignment be-
tween the RCD 10, bearing assembly 20, latch assembly
30 and piece of oilfield equipment 40. The amount of
rotational or angular misalignment that the misalignment
correction device 50 is able to compensate for is limited
by the clearance or distance defined by annular space
12 between the interior surface 32 of the annular piece
38 and the exterior surface 22 of the bearing assembly
20. Annular space 12 may be increased or decreased as
desired for the particular oilfield operation at hand. The
compensated misalignment increases the lifespan of
seals 80 (see Fig. 1A) and helps to avoid damage to
bearing assemblies 20 and RCDs 10.
[0018] Figures 2A and 2B depict a cross-section of an
RCD 10 with an exemplary embodiment of a misalign-
ment correction device 50 with a sleeve assembly 24.
For convenience, components in Figures 2A and 2B that
are similar to components in Figure 1A-C will be labeled
with the same number indicator. In Figures 2A-B, the
bearing assembly 20 is coupled to a sleeve assembly 24
having a tube or sleeve 27 and a spherical shoulder 21.
The sleeve assembly 24 may be coupled to the bearing
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assembly 20 through bolts, screws, pins, or any other
suitable means. While the tube or sleeve 27 lies primarily
adjacent to the exterior surface 22 of the bearing assem-
bly 20, the sleeve assembly 24 may have an annular
cavity 25 between the spherical shoulder 21 and the bear-
ing assembly 20. Further, the exemplary embodiment
may include one or more thrust bearings 26 at an inter-
face where the tube or sleeve 27 is connected to the
spherical shoulder 21.
[0019] As in Figures 1A-C, the latch assembly 30 in
Figures 2A-B has a matching seat profile 31 machined
onto the interior surface 32 of the annular piece 38. The
latch assembly 30 also includes a locking dog 33 which
latches onto a matching profile 23 on the bearing assem-
bly 20 when in a locked position (as illustrated in Figures
2A-B). When locking dog 33 is latched, locking dog profile
34, similar to profile 31 of annular piece 38, forms a mat-
ing complement to profile 23 of the spherical shoulder
21. The misalignment correction device 50 exemplary
embodiment may also have one or more anti-rotational
devices 190 to inhibit unintended rotation or spinning,
such as the exemplary embodiment of an anti-rotational
device 190 as depicted in Figure 8A and 8B and de-
scribed above. Further, the latch assembly 30 may in-
clude a seal 35 to sealingly engage the spherical shoulder
21.
[0020] In Figures 2A-B, the spherical shoulder 21 and
matching profiles 31, 34 of misalignment correction de-
vice 50 allow for some rotation to compensate for rota-
tional or angular misalignment between the RCD 10,
bearing assembly 20, latch assembly 30 and piece of
oilfield equipment 40. The exemplary embodiment de-
picted in Figures 2A-B further compensates for horizontal
misalignment between the RCD 10, bearing assembly
20, latch assembly 30 and piece of oilfield equipment 40.
Movable plates (not illustrated in Figures 2A-B but see
Fig. 4C and accompanying discussion) on the thrust
bearings 26 installed between the spherical shoulder 21
and tube or sleeve 27 enable the misalignment correction
device 50 to shift laterally or radially away from axis 11
to compensate for horizontal misalignment. Additional
horizontal misalignment compensation may occur
through annular cavity 25 and/or annular space 12. The
annular space 12, as in the exemplary embodiments
shown in Figures 1A-C, limits the amount of rotational or
angular misalignment that the misalignment device 50 is
able to compensate for. Further, the sizes of annular
space 12 and annular cavity 25 may be adjusted as de-
sired to meet the needs of the oilfield operation at hand.
[0021] Figures 3A-C depict a cross-section of an RCD
10 with an alternate exemplary embodiment of a mis-
alignment correction device 50 with a carrier 60 and float-
ing joint 70. Carrier 60 is in the form of a housing 62 which
support one or more plates 61 and floating joint 70. Fur-
ther, the housing 62 has an interior wall 66. The carrier
60 may be located below the bearing assembly 20 in the
exemplary embodiment illustrated in Figures 3A-C, but
in other exemplary embodiments the carrier 60 may be

located above or within the bearing assembly 20.
[0022] The plates 61 are constructed of a nonflexible
material such as steel, and have an inner surface 64 and
an outer surface 65. While plates 61 are illustrated as an
upper plate 61a and a lower plate 61b, any number of
plates 61 may be contained in the housing 62. The inner
surface 64 of the plates 61 has a socket shape profile
200, and surrounds and engages with the floating joint
70. The outer surface 65 of plates 61 may also define
one or more slots 69, to which one or more keys 37, as
defined on latch assembly 30, engage. The plates 61,
further, may include seals 63 to form fluid tight seals be-
tween the top and bottom surfaces of plates 61 that are
adjacent to the housing 62 and the inner surface 64 ad-
jacent to the spherical shoulder 71. However, the outer
surface 65 of the plate(s) 61 does not fully sit flush against
the interior wall 66 of housing 62. Instead, the outer sur-
face 65 of the plates 61 forms a chamber 67 with interior
wall 66 of housing 62 inside carrier 60.
[0023] The floating joint 70 may be constructed of mul-
tiple parts, such as an upper piece 74 and a lower piece
75 which are connected or joined together, as illustrated
in Figures 3A-C. However, it should be appreciated that
the floating joint 70 may also be a singular, unitary piece,
or any number of pieces, so long as the features de-
scribed for both the upper piece 74 and lower piece 75
are present. The floating joint 70 has an exterior surface
72 defining a rounded, spherical shoulder 71, here de-
picted on the upper piece 74. The upper piece 74 and
lower piece 75 together define an inner surface 76 of the
floating joint 70. The inner surface 76 establishes a cy-
lindrical space through which the piece of oilfield equip-
ment 40 may travel therethrough. This exemplary em-
bodiment may include anti-rotational device(s) 190. For
example, the exterior surface 72 of the floating joint 70
may also have one or more slots 79 (e.g. defined in the
face of spherical shoulder 71) which are engaged by one
or more keys 68 on the plates 61 (and/or, the keys 68
may be respectively located above and below the plates
61a and 61b and engage slots respectively in the top of
plate 61a and in the bottom of plate 61b). Keys 68 may
be jutted or have two levels for a more secure fit in a
mating cavity/slot 79. One exemplary embodiment of the
anti-rotational device 190 may be similar to that as re-
flected in Figures 8A and 8B as described above. As
discussed above, the lower piece 75 may be connected
to the upper piece 74 through means including, but not
limited to: bolts, pins, screws or any other suitable means.
Further, the lower piece 75 may have a flange 77 to which
sealing element 80 is mounted, bonded or bolted to below
the floating joint 70. It is to be appreciated that, while the
floating joint 70 and carrier 60 is illustrated in Figures 3A-
C as being below the bearing assembly 20, and above
the sealing element 80, the floating joint 70, carrier 60
and sealing element 80 may be located above or within
the bearing assembly 20 as well. Any floating joint de-
scribed herein may also incorporate an expandable blad-
der-type clutch as an anti-rotational device(s) 190 such
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as described in US Patent No. 6,725,938.
[0024] The spherical shoulder 71 engages with and is
supported by the inner surface 64 of the plates 61. In
addition, note that while the inner surface 64 of plates 61
may matingly contact with floating joint 70, the interior
wall 66a of housing 62 does not contact the floating joint
70 while there is no misalignment. In particular, the inte-
rior wall 66a is arranged such that there is an annular
space 73 between the interior wall 66a of the housing 62
and the exterior surface 72 of the floating joint 70. This
annular space 73 may be increased or decreased as de-
sired for the needs of the particular oilfield operation and
exists both above and below the spherical shoulder 71.
[0025] As demonstrated in Figures 3A-C, the spherical
shoulder 71 and inner surface 64 of plates 61 allow for
some rotation to compensate for some rotational or an-
gular misalignment between the RCD 10, bearing as-
sembly 20, latch assembly 30 and piece of oilfield equip-
ment 40. Further, the exemplary embodiment depicted
in Figures 3A-C also compensates for horizontal mis-
alignment between the RCD 10, bearing assembly 20,
latch assembly 30 and piece of oilfield equipment 40
through the chamber 67 and annular space 73. The
chamber 67 allows the plates 61 to move horizontally
across axis 11 to compensate for horizontal misalign-
ment; and annular space 73 also functions similarly to
allow floating joint 70 to move, shift or float horizontally
across axis 11 to compensate for horizontal misalign-
ment as well. Further and optionally, as anti-rotational
device(s) 190, the keys 37, 68 engaging the slots 69, 79
may increase the robustness of the connection, inhibit
rotation/spinning, and decrease friction and wear be-
tween the latch assembly 30, the floating joint 70, and
the plates 61.
[0026] The exemplary embodiment of the misalign-
ment correction device 50 shown in Figures 3A-C may
optionally further include one or more thrust bearings 90
(depicted in Figures 4A-C). For convenience, compo-
nents in Figures 4A-C that are similar to components in
prior figures will be labeled with the same number indi-
cator. As illustrated, there are two thrust bearings 90 in
the exemplary embodiment of Figures 4A-C: one thrust
bearing 90a installed between the upper plate 61a and
the housing interior wall 66, and one thrust bearing 90b
installed between the lower plate 61b and the housing
interior wall 66; however, it should be appreciated that
any number of thrust bearings 90 may be installed be-
tween the plates 61 and the housing 62. In alternate ex-
emplary embodiments, the thrust bearings 90 may be
installed elsewhere on or within the RCD 10.
[0027] Each of the thrust bearings 90 incorporates a
fixed ring 91, a sliding or movable ring 93 and bearings
92 between the rings 91 and 93. The fixed ring 91 is
attached or mounted to the housing 62. The sliding or
movable ring 93 is attached to the plates 61, and may
slide radially or horizontally into and out of chamber 67
in response to plates 61 shifting towards or away from
the axis 11. The bearings 92 sit in between the rings 91,

93 and may be any suitable type of rolling type bearings
including but not limited to: balls, cylindrical rollers, spher-
ical rollers, tapered rollers, and needle rollers. The thrust
bearings 90 enable the plates 61 to more easily slide or
shift in compensating for any horizontal misalignment
and also help to minimize damage to the RCD 10, bearing
assembly 20, latch assembly 30 and piece of oilfield
equipment 40.
[0028] Figures 5A-C depict a cross-section of an RCD
10 with an alternate exemplary embodiment of a mis-
alignment correction device 50 with a carrier 100, floating
joint 110, and pressure reduction system 120. The ex-
emplary embodiment of the misalignment correction de-
vice 50 in Figures 5A-C may be located above, below or
within the bearing assembly 20 of RCD 10. The carrier
100 has a cylindrical wall 101 surrounding a chamber
103 within to allow for the retention and support of the
floating joint 110, sealing element 140 and a piece of
oilfield equipment 40. Further, the carrier 100 may have
an end cap or collar 102 through which the carrier 100
may be attached or mounted to the bearing assembly
20. The cylindrical wall 101 of carrier 100 is constructed
to retain the plates 105, the pressure reduction system
120 and an optional nitrogen accumulator 130.
[0029] The plates 105 may include any number of
plates, but in Figures 5A-C are shown as an upper plate
105a and a lower plate 105b. Plates 105 may have an
inner surface 107 and an outer surface 108. The inner
surface 107 of plates 105 are machined into a socket
shape profile 200 to engage the spherical shoulder 111
of the floating joint 110. The outer surface 108 may also
define one or more slots 163 into which keys 162, as
defined on the carrier wall 104, may engage. Optionally,
as anti-rotational device(s) 190, the inner surface 107
may also define one or more keys 160, which extend into
and engage with slots 161 as defined on the spherical
shoulder 111. An exemplary embodiment of one such
anti-rotational device 190 may be similar to that as seen
in Figures 8A and 8B as described above. A port 106 is
defined between the upper plate 105a and lower plate
105b, and is configured to allow the flow of a fluid to pass
therethrough to the pressure reduction system 120. The
plates 105, further, may include seals 109 to sealingly
engage the top and bottom surfaces of plates 105 that
are adjacent to the carrier 100 and the inner surface 107
adjacent to the spherical shoulder 111 of floating joint
110.
[0030] The floating joint 110 may be constructed of
multiple parts, such as an upper piece 112 and a lower
piece 113. However, it should be appreciated that the
floating joint 110 may also be a singular, unitary piece,
or any number of pieces, so long as the features de-
scribed for both the upper piece 112 and lower piece 113
are present. The floating joint 110 has an exterior surface
114 defining a rounded, spherical shoulder 111. The up-
per piece 112 and lower piece 113 together define an
inner surface 115 of the floating joint 110 as well as a
port 116 between the two pieces 112, 113. The port 116
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is configured to allow the flow of a fluid to pass there-
through to the pressure reduction system 120. The inner
surface 115 of floating joint 110 establishes a cylindrical
space, and part of chamber 103, through which the piece
of oilfield equipment 40 may travel therethrough. In ad-
dition, the inner surface 115 and the outer diameter 146
of sealing element 140 may define a sealed chamber
145, in which a volume of fluid 147, such as an oil, may
be contained. The one or more plurality of ports 116, 106,
and 128 enable the wellbore pressure to influence the
outer diameter 146 of sealing element 140. The floating
joint 110 may also have an end cap or collar 117 to which
sealing element 140 may be mounted, bonded or bolted
to.
[0031] The spherical shoulder 111 engages with and
is supported by the inner surface 107 of the plates 105.
In addition, note that while the inner surface 107 of plates
105 may matingly contact the floating joint 110, the inte-
rior wall 104 of the carrier 100 does not make physical
contact with the floating joint 110 while there is no mis-
alignment. In particular, the interior wall 104 is arranged
such that there is an annular space 118 between the
interior wall 104 of the carrier 100 and the exterior surface
114 of the floating joint 110. The annular space 118 exists
both above and below the spherical shoulder 111. This
annular space 118 may be increased or decreased as
desired for the needs of the particular oilfield operation.
[0032] The sealing element 140 is mounted, attached
or bonded to a top ring 142a and a bottom ring 142b.
While the sealing element 140 may be formed from a
solid flexible material, such as an elastomer or rubber,
the rings 142 may be formed from rigid or stiffer materials
than the flexible material used for sealing element 140,
such as a metal. Top ring 142a and bottom ring 142b
may have fluid-tight seals 143 adjacent to the floating
joint 110. Further, sealing element 140 may have an inner
diameter 144, which seals against the piece of oilfield
equipment 40, and an outer diameter 146. Sealing ele-
ment 140, carrier 100 and floating joint 110 together de-
lineate the chamber 103 through which a piece of oilfield
equipment 40 may travel therethrough. In the exemplary
embodiment depicted in Figures 5A-C, the bottom ring
142b of sealing element 140 is in a fixed position relative
to the floating joint 110. The bottom ring 142b is fixed to
floating joint 110 through attaching or mounting to the
floating joint 110 using conventional means such as
screws, pins or bolts 148 or bonding. The top ring 142a
may float or shift uphole and downhole in response to
the piece of oilfield equipment 40 being stripped in or out
of the RCD 10. In alternate exemplary embodiments, the
top ring 142a may be in a fixed position relative to floating
joint 110 and the bottom ring 142b may float; both rings
142a, 142b may float; or both rings 142a, 142b may be
fixed.
[0033] Adjacent to the plates 105, and also housed
within the cylindrical wall 101, is the pressure reduction
system 120, and optionally, a nitrogen accumulator 130.
Pressure reduction system 120 is in communication with

the wellbore and supplies fluid to the RCD 10. The pres-
sure reduction system 120 typically includes a piston as-
sembly 129, an upper chamber 126 and a lower chamber
127. The piston assembly 129 includes a smaller piston
121 and a larger piston 123. The smaller piston 121 has
a relatively smaller surface area 122 as compared to the
larger piston 123 which has a relatively larger surface
area 124. The pressure in upper chamber 126 and cham-
ber 145 is labeled as P1. The pressure in the lower cham-
ber 127, as well as the pressure of the wellbore (or other
system pressure), is labeled as P2. The pistons 121 and
123 are constructed and arranged to maintain a pressure
differential between the P1 and P2. In other words, the
pistons 121 and 123 are designed with a specific surface
area ratio between surface areas 122 and 124 to maintain
about a pressure differential, for example, of 1000 psi (or
6894.75 kPa), between the chambers 145, 126 and the
wellbore pressure (in other words, between P1 and P2)
thereby allowing the P1 to be 1000 psi lower than P2.
Additionally, a plurality of seal members 125 may be dis-
posed around the pistons 121 and 123 to form a fluid
tight seal between the chambers 126 and 127.
[0034] The pressure reduction system 120 is also in
fluid communication with a compensator such as a nitro-
gen accumulator 130. The nitrogen accumulator 130 may
include a nitrogen chamber 132 and a nitrogen piston
134. Additionally, one or more seal members 125 may
be disposed around the nitrogen piston 134 to form a
fluid tight seal between the chambers 126 and 132. If P1
in chambers 145, 126 fluctuates, as when filling the
chamber 126 with oil and/or when the sealing element
140 deforms, the nitrogen piston 134 may adjust into or
out of nitrogen chamber 132 to allow for a margin of error
to maintain a seal around the piece of oilfield equipment
40. Nitrogen chamber 132 may be filled with a pressure
controlled volume of gas 138, such as a nitrogen gas, as
would be known to one having ordinary skill in the art. In
this exemplary embodiment, a pressure transducer (not
shown) measures the wellbore pressure P2 and subse-
quently injects nitrogen into the chamber 132 at the same
pressure as pressure P2. The pressure in the nitrogen
chamber 132 may be adjusted as the wellbore pressure
P2 changes, thereby maintaining the desired pressure
differential, for example, of 6895 kPa (1000 psi), between
pressure P1 and well bore pressure P2.
[0035] The pressure reduction system 120 provides re-
duced pressure from the wellbore to activate the sealing
element 140 to seal around the piece of oilfield equipment
40. Initially, a volume of fluid 147, such as oil, is filled into
upper chamber 126 and is thereafter sealed. The well-
bore fluid from the wellbore is in fluid communication with
lower chamber 127 through port 128 in the carrier 100.
Therefore, as the wellbore pressure increases, pressure
P2 in the lower chamber 127 increases. The pressure in
the lower chamber 127 causes the pistons 121 and 123
to move axially upward forcing fluid in the upper chamber
126 to enter ports 136, 106, 116 and pressurize the cham-
ber 145. As the chamber 145 fills with the oil, the pressure
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P1 in the chamber 145 and upper chamber 126 increases
causing the sealing element 140 to move radially inward
to seal around the piece of oilfield equipment 40. In this
manner, the sealing element 140 is indirectly activated
by the well bore pressure, allowing the RCD 10 to seal
around a piece of oilfield equipment 40. However, be-
cause the pressure reduction system 120 acts to reduce
pressure P2 to a reduced pressure P1 in the chambers
145 and 126, the sealing element 140 experiences a re-
duced pressure load for closing against oilfield equip-
ment 40. Thus, for example, while a sealing element 140
may be rated for 2500 psi wellbore pressure P2, the seal-
ing element may only need to carry 1500psi closing pres-
sure P1. The reduced pressure on the sealing element
140 extends the usable lifetime of the sealing element
140.
[0036] In Figures 5A-C, the spherical shoulder 111 and
matching inner surface 107 of the plates 105 allow for
some rotation to compensate for rotational or angular
misalignment between the RCD 10, bearing assembly
20, latch assembly 30 and piece of oilfield equipment 40.
The amount of rotational or angular misalignment that
the misalignment correction device 50 is able to compen-
sate for is limited by the clearance or distance defined
by annular space 118 between the interior wall 104 of
the carrier 100 and the exterior surface 114 of the floating
joint 110. Annular space 118 may be increased or de-
creased as desired for the certain oilfield operation at
hand. The compensated misalignment increases the
lifespan of sealing element 140 and helps to avoid dam-
age to bearing assemblies 20 and RCDs 10. Further the
keys 160, 162 engaging the slots 161, 163 may increase
the robustness of the connection, inhibit rotation/spin-
ning, and decrease friction and wear between the piece
of the floating joint 110, carrier 100, and the plates 105.
[0037] The exemplary embodiment of the misalign-
ment correction device 50 shown in Figures 5A-C may
optionally further include one or more thrust bearings 150
(depicted in Figures 6A-C). For convenience, compo-
nents in Figures 6A-C that are similar to components in
prior figures will be labeled with the same number indi-
cator. As illustrated, there are two thrust bearings 150 in
the exemplary embodiment of Figures 6A-C: one thrust
bearing 150a installed between the upper plate 105a and
the carrier interior wall 104, and one thrust bearing 150b
installed between the lower plate 105b and the carrier
interior wall 104; however, it should be appreciated that
any number of thrust bearings 150 may be installed be-
tween the plates 105 and the carrier 100. In the exem-
plary embodiment depicted in Figures 6A-C the outer sur-
face 108 of the plates 105 does not fully sit flush against
the interior wall 104 of the carrier 100. Instead, the outer
surface 108 of the plates 105 forms a chamber 154 with
interior wall 104 of the carrier 100.
[0038] Each of the thrust bearings 150 incorporates a
fixed ring 151, a sliding or movable ring 153 and bearings
152 between the rings 151 and 153. The fixed ring 151
is attached or mounted to the carrier 100. The sliding or

movable ring 153 is attached to the plates 105, and may
slide radially or horizontally into and out of chamber 154
in response to plates 105 shifting towards or away from
the axis 11. The bearings 152 sit in between the rings
151, 153 and may be any suitable type of rolling type
bearings including but not limited to: balls, cylindrical roll-
ers, spherical rollers, tapered rollers, and needle rollers.
The thrust bearings 150 enable the plates 105 to more
easily slide or shift in compensating for any horizontal
misalignment and also help to minimize damage to the
RCD 10, bearing assembly 20, latch assembly 30 and
piece of oilfield equipment 40.
[0039] Figure 7 depicts a cross-section of an RCD 10
with an alternate exemplary embodiment of a misalign-
ment correction device 50 with a floating joint 180 and
spool 170. As shown, the spool 170 is mounted below
the RCD 10, but in another exemplary embodiment, may
be elsewhere (such as above) the RCD 10, and alterna-
tively, may be mounted proximate but not necessarily
abutting the RCD 10. The spool 170 has an interior wall
171 defining a chamber 172 within which one or more
plates 173 are housed. Further, the exemplary embodi-
ment may optionally include one or more thrust bearings
174 at the interface where the plates 173 lie adjacent to
the interior wall 171.
[0040] The outer surface 176 of the plates 173 do not
sit fully flush against the interior wall 171a. The inner
surface 175 of the plates 173 are machined into a socket
shape profile 200 to engage the spherical shoulder 181
of floating joint 180. The plates 173, further, may include
seals 178 to sealingly engage the top and bottom sur-
faces of plates 173 that are adjacent to the spool 170
and the inner surface 115 adjacent to the spherical shoul-
der 181 of floating joint 180.
[0041] The floating joint 180 has an exterior surface
182 defining a rounded, spherical shoulder 181. The in-
ner surface 183 of floating joint 180 establishes a cylin-
drical space through which the piece of oilfield equipment
40 may travel therethrough.
[0042] The spherical shoulder 181 engages with and
is supported by the inner surface 175 of the plates 173.
In addition, note that while the inner surface 175 of plates
173 may matingly contact with floating joint 180, the in-
terior wall 171 of the spool 170 does not contact the float-
ing joint 180 while there is no misalignment. In particular,
the interior wall 171 is arranged such that there is an
annular space 186 between the interior wall 171 of the
spool 170 and the exterior surface 182 of the floating joint
180. This annular space 186 may be increased or de-
creased as desired for the needs of the particular oilfield
operation, and may exist above and below the spherical
shoulder 181. In addition anti-rotational devices 190,
such as or similar to the exemplary embodiment of anti-
rotational device 190 depicted in Figures 8A-8B as de-
scribed above, may be included between the floating joint
180 and the plates 173, and/or between the plates 173
and the spool 170.
[0043] The exemplary embodiment depicted in Figure
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7 allows some rotation and radial movement to compen-
sate for some rotational and horizontal misalignment be-
tween the RCD 10, latch assembly 30, bearing assembly
20 (not shown in Figure 7), spool 170, and piece of oilfield
equipment 40. Thrust bearings 174 may also be installed
to help alleviate horizontal misalignment present in RCD
10 beyond the limits of the annular space 186 and cham-
ber 172.
[0044] Figure 9A depicts an end view of an RCD re-
ceiver/fitting 210 with an exemplary embodiment of a mis-
alignment mitigation or correction device 50 for locating
and/or placing internal oilfield equipment such as a bear-
ing assembly (not shown). Figure 9B is a cross-section
of Figure 9A, taken along line 9B-9B and Figure 9C is a
cross-section of Figure 9A, taken along line 9C-9C. The
RCD receiver 210 includes a floating joint 215 having a
spherical shoulder 211. A corresponding surface in the
shape of a socket shape profile 200 is defined by an
annular piece 216. The annular piece 216 may be com-
prised of two ring-like pieces, a primary annular piece
216a and a secondary annular piece 216b, of which the
secondary annular piece 216b may be relatively smaller
in size as compared to the primary annular piece 216a.
The inner surface of the two pieces 216a and 216b to-
gether may form the socket shape profile 200. The ex-
emplary embodiment of the RCD receiver 210 may in-
clude an anti-rotational device 190. As is seen in Figure
9B, the exemplary embodiment of the RCD receiver 210
may include a locking dog 212 and a profile 214. In ad-
dition to a locking functionality, the locking dog 212 and
profile 214 together may also have the functionality of an
anti-rotational device 190. An inner annular member 220
may include an inward latching mechanism 222 (or pro-
file). The exemplary embodiment as depicted in Figures
9A-C may be utilized to minimize misalignment when the
operator requires the location and/or retrieval of internal
oilfield equipment. Further, the anti-rotational devices
190 may reduce and/or inhibit unintentional rotation or
spinning within the RCD receiver 210 or relative internals
as the internal oilfield equipment is located.
[0045] While the exemplary embodiments are de-
scribed with reference to various implementations and
exploitations, it will be understood that these exemplary
embodiments are illustrative and that the scope of the
disclosed subject matter is not limited to them. Many var-
iations, modifications, additions and improvements are
possible. Accordingly, the foregoing detailed description
is to be clearly understood as being given by way of il-
lustration and example only, the scope of the invention
being limited solely by the appended claims.
[0046] Plural instances may be provided for compo-
nents, operations or structures described herein as a sin-
gle instance. In general, structures and functionality pre-
sented as separate components in the exemplary con-
figurations may be implemented as a combined structure
or component. Similarly, structures and functionality pre-
sented as a single component may be implemented as
separate components. These and other variations, mod-

ifications, additions, and improvements may fall within
the scope of the disclosed subject matter.

Claims

1. A system for use in a wellbore, the system compris-
ing a rotating control device and a misalignment cor-
rection device (50) for mitigating misalignment be-
tween the rotating control device and a piece of oil-
field equipment (40) in the rotating control device
(10), the misalignment correction device comprising:

a rounded shoulder (71) on a first surface (72)
within the rotating control device (10); and
a socket profile (200) on a second surface (64)
within the rotating control device (10), wherein
the second surface (32) is configured to abut the
rounded shoulder (71), and further wherein the
rounded shoulder (71) is configured to rotate
within the socket profile (200) about an axis per-
pendicular to a longitudinal axis (11) of the ro-
tating control device (10) to compensate for an-
gular misalignment between the rotating control
device (10) and the piece of oilfield equipment
(40);
the system further characterised by
the misalignment correction device further com-
prising a floating joint (70) having an outer sur-
face (72) within the rotating control device (10),
wherein said floating joint (70) is configured to
shift radially to compensate for horizontal mis-
alignment between the rotating control device
(10) and the piece of oilfield equipment (40).

2. A system according to claim 1, the rotating control
device (10) further comprising a bearing assembly
(20), a seal element support or a receiver having an
exterior surface within the rotating control device
(10), wherein the first surface (72) is defined on the
exterior surface of the respective bearing assembly
(20), seal element support or receiver.

3. A system according to claim 2, the rotating control
device (10) further comprising a latch assembly (30)
having an annular piece (38) defining an interior sur-
face surrounding the bearing assembly (20), wherein
the socket profile (200) is defined on the interior sur-
face of the annular piece (38).

4. A system according to claim 1, the misalignment cor-
rection device comprising a top ring (142a) config-
ured to shift uphole and downhole within the rotating
control device (10).

5. A system according to claim 1, the misalignment cor-
rection device further comprising one or more plates
(61) having an inner surface within the rotating con-
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trol device (10), wherein the socket profile (200) is
defined on the inner surface of the one or more plates
(61).

6. A system according to claim 1, further comprising:

a bearing assembly (20) within the rotating con-
trol device (10); and
a sleeve (27) having an inside surface and an
outside surface, wherein the inside surface is
joined to the bearing assembly (20), and further
wherein the first surface (72) is defined on the
outside surface of the sleeve (27).

7. A system according to claim 1, further comprising
one or more thrust bearings (26) within the rotating
control device (10).

8. A system according to claim 1, further comprising:

one or more slots (69) defined on the first surface
(22); and
one or more keys (37) defined on the second
surface (32), wherein the keys (37) are config-
ured to engage the slots (69) and further config-
ured to inhibit relative rotation between the first
surface (22) and the second surface (32) about
the longitudinal axis (11).

9. A method for correcting misalignment between a ro-
tating control device and a piece of oilfield equipment
(40) within the rotating control device (10), compris-
ing the steps of:

housing part of the piece of oilfield equipment
(40) within a misalignment correction device
(50) within the rotating control device and prox-
imate a bearing assembly (20) of the rotating
control device, the misalignment correction de-
vice comprising:

a rounded shoulder (71) on a first surface
(72) of the rotating control device within the
rotating control device (10);
a socket profile (200) on a second surface
(64) of the rotating control device within the
rotating control device (10), wherein the
second surface (64) is configured to abut
the rounded shoulder (71), and further
wherein the rounded shoulder (71) is con-
figured to rotate within the socket profile
(200) about an axis perpendicular to a lon-
gitudinal axis (11) of the rotating control de-
vice (10) to compensate for angular mis-
alignment between the rotating control de-
vice (10) and the piece of oilfield equipment
(40); and
a floating joint (70) having an outer surface

(72) within the rotating control device (10),
said floating joint (70) configured to shift ra-
dially to compensate for horizontal misalign-
ment between the rotating control device
(10) and the piece of oilfield equipment (40);
and

correcting misalignment by:

(a) rotating the rounded shoulder (21) about
the axis perpendicular to the longitudinal ax-
is (11) of the rotating control device (10) in
response to the angular misalignment be-
tween the rotating control device (10) and
the piece of oilfield equipment (40); and

limiting the rotation of the rounded shoulder (71);
or
(b) shifting the floating joint (70) radially in re-
sponse to the horizontal misalignment between
the rotating control device (10) and the piece of
oilfield equipment (40); and
limiting the radial shifting of the floating joint (70).

10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
the step of:
shifting a top ring (142a) uphole and downhole in
response to movement of the piece of oilfield equip-
ment (40).

11. The method according to claim 9, wherein said step
of shifting the floating joint (70) further comprises the
step of:
shifting a plate (61) laterally into a chamber (67).

12. The method according to claim 9, further comprising
the step of:
inhibiting the rounded shoulder (71) from rotating
about the longitudinal axis (11) of the piece of oilfield
equipment (40).

Patentansprüche

1. System zur Verwendung in einem Bohrloch, wobei
das System eine drehende Kontrollvorrichtung und
eine Fehlausrichtungskorrekturvorrichtung (50) zum
Abschwächen einer Winkel-Fehlausrichtung zwi-
schen der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung und einem
Teil einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) in der drehenden
Kontrollvorrichtung (10) umfasst, wobei die Fehlaus-
richtungskorrekturvorrichtung Folgendes umfasst:

einen abgerundeten Absatz (71) an einer ersten
Fläche (72) innerhalb der drehenden Kontroll-
vorrichtung (10) und
ein Fassungsprofil (200) an einer zweiten Flä-
che (64) innerhalb der drehenden Kontrollvor-
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richtung (10), wobei die zweite Fläche (32) kon-
figuriert ist, um an den abgerundeten Absatz
(71) anzustoßen, und ferner wobei der abgerun-
dete Absatz (71) konfiguriert ist, um sich inner-
halb des Fassungsprofils (200) um eine Achse,
senkrecht zu einer Längsachse (11) der drehen-
den Kontrollvorrichtung (10), zu drehen, um eine
Fehlausrichtung zwischen der drehenden Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) und dem Teil einer Ölfeld-
Ausrüstung (40) auszugleichen,
wobei das System dadurch gekennzeichnet
ist, dass
die Fehlausrichtungskorrekturvorrichtung fer-
ner ein schwimmendes Gelenk (70) umfasst,
das eine Außenfläche (72) innerhalb der dre-
henden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) aufweist, wobei
das schwimmende Gelenk (70) konfiguriert ist,
um sich in Radialrichtung zu verschieben, um
eine horizontale Fehlausrichtung zwischen der
drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) und dem
Teil einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) auszuglei-
chen.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die drehende Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) ferner eine Lagerbaugruppe
(20), einen Abdichtungselementträger oder eine
Aufnahme mit einer Außenfläche innerhalb der dre-
henden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) umfasst, wobei die
erste Fläche (72) auf der Außenfläche der/des je-
weiligen Lagerbaugruppe (20), Abdichtungsele-
mentträgers oder Aufnahme definiert ist.

3. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei die drehende Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) ferner eine Klinkenbaugruppe
(30) umfasst, die ein ringförmiges Teil (38) aufweist,
das eine Innenfläche definiert, welche die Lagerbau-
gruppe (20) umgibt, wobei das Fassungsprofil (200)
auf der Innenfläche des ringförmigen Teils (38) de-
finiert ist.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Fehlausrich-
tungskorrekturvorrichtung einen oberen Ring (142a)
umfasst, der konfiguriert ist, um sich lochaufwärts
und lochabwärts innerhalb der drehenden Kontroll-
vorrichtung (10) zu verschieben.

5. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Fehlausrich-
tungskorrekturvorrichtung ferner eine oder mehrere
Platten (61) umfasst, die eine Innenfläche innerhalb
der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) aufweisen,
wobei das Fassungsprofil (200) auf der Innenfläche
der einen oder mehreren Platten (61) definiert ist.

6. System nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes um-
fasst:

eine Lagerbaugruppe (20) innerhalb der dre-
henden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) und

eine Hülse (27), die eine Innenfläche und eine
Außenfläche aufweist, wobei die Innenfläche
mit der Lagerbaugruppe (20) verbunden ist und
ferner wobei die erste Fläche (72) auf der Au-
ßenfläche der Hülse (27) definiert ist.

7. System nach Anspruch 1, das ferner ein oder meh-
rere Drucklager (26) innerhalb der drehenden Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) umfasst.

8. System nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes um-
fasst:

einen oder mehrere Schlitze (69), die auf der
ersten Fläche (22) definiert sind, und
einen oder mehrere Passfedern (37), die auf der
zweiten Fläche (32) definiert sind, wobei die
Passfedern (37) konfiguriert sind, um die Schlit-
ze (69) in Eingriff zu nehmen, und ferner konfi-
guriert sind, um eine relative Drehung zwischen
der ersten Fläche (22) und der zweiten Fläche
(32) um die Längsachse (11) zu verhindern.

9. Verfahren zum Abschwächen einer Fehlausrichtung
zwischen einer drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung und
einem Teil einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) innerhalb
der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung (10), wobei das
Verfahren die folgenden Schritte umfasst:
Unterbringen des Teils einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40)
innerhalb einer Fehlausrichtungskorrekturvorrich-
tung (50) innerhalb der drehenden Kontrollvorrich-
tung und nahe einer Lagerbaugruppe (20) der dre-
henden Kontrollvorrichtung, wobei die Fehlausrich-
tungskorrekturvorrichtung Folgendes umfasst:

einen abgerundeten Absatz (71) an einer ersten
Fläche (72) der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung
innerhalb der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung
(10),
ein Fassungsprofil (200) an einer zweiten Flä-
che (64) der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung in-
nerhalb der drehenden Kontrollvorrichtung (10),
wobei die zweite Fläche (64) konfiguriert ist, um
an den abgerundeten Absatz (71) anzustoßen,
und ferner wobei der abgerundete Absatz (71)
konfiguriert ist, um sich innerhalb des Fassungs-
profils (200) um eine Achse, senkrecht zu einer
Längsachse (11) der drehenden Kontrollvor-
richtung (10), zu drehen, um eine Winkel-
Fehlausrichtung zwischen der drehenden Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) und dem Teil einer Ölfeld-
Ausrüstung (40) auszugleichen, und
ein schwimmendes Gelenk (70), das eine Au-
ßenfläche (72) innerhalb der drehenden Kon-
trollvorrichtung (10) aufweist, wobei das
schwimmende Gelenk (70) konfiguriert ist, um
sich in Radialrichtung zu verschieben, um eine
horizontale Fehlausrichtung zwischen der dre-
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henden Kontrollvorrichtung (10) und dem Teil
einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) auszugleichen,
und
Korrigieren einer Fehlausrichtung durch:

(a) Drehen des abgerundeten Absatzes
(21) um die Achse, senkrecht zu der Längs-
achse (11) der drehenden Kontrollvorrich-
tung (10), in Reaktion auf die Winkel-
Fehlausrichtung zwischen der drehenden
Kontrollvorrichtung (10) und dem Teil einer
Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) und

Begrenzen der Drehung des abgerundeten Ab-
satzes (71) oder
(b) Verschieben des schwimmenden Gelenks
(70) in Radialrichtung in Reaktion auf die hori-
zontale Fehlausrichtung zwischen der drehen-
den Kontrollvorrichtung (10) und dem Teil einer
Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40) und
Begrenzen der radialen Verschiebung des
schwimmenden Gelenks (70).

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, das ferner den folgen-
den Schritt umfasst:
Verschieben eines oberen Rings (142a) lochauf-
wärts und lochabwärts in Reaktion auf eine Bewe-
gung des Teils einer Ölfeld-Ausrüstung (40).

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Schritt des
Verschiebens des schwimmenden Gelenks (70) fer-
ner den folgenden Schritt umfasst:
seitliches Verschieben einer Platte (61) in eine Kam-
mer (67).

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, das ferner den folgen-
den Schritt umfasst:
Verhindern, dass sich der abgerundete Absatz (71)
um die Längsachse (11) des Teils einer Ölfeld-Aus-
rüstung (40) dreht.

Revendications

1. Système pour une utilisation dans un puits de forage,
le système comprenant un dispositif de commande
rotatif et un dispositif de correction de désalignement
(50) pour atténuer le désalignement entre le dispo-
sitif de commande rotatif et une pièce d’un équipe-
ment (40) d’un champ de pétrole dans le dispositif
de commande rotatif (10), le dispositif de correction
de désalignement comprenant :

un épaulement arrondi (71) sur une première
surface (72) à l’intérieur du dispositif de com-
mande rotatif (10), et
un profil de douille (200) sur une seconde sur-
face (64) à l’intérieur du dispositif de commande

rotatif (10), dans lequel la seconde surface (32)
est configurée pour buter contre l’épaulement
arrondi (71), et en outre dans lequel l’épaule-
ment arrondi (71) est configuré pour tourner à
l’intérieur du profil de douille (200) autour d’un
axe perpendiculaire à un axe longitudinal (11)
du dispositif de commande rotatif (10) pour com-
penser un désalignement angulaire entre le dis-
positif de commande rotatif (10) et la pièce de
l’équipement (40) du champ de pétrole,
le système étant caractérisé en ce que
le dispositif de correction de désalignement
comprend en outre un accouplement flottant
(70) ayant une surface extérieure (72) à l’inté-
rieur du dispositif de commande rotatif (10),
dans lequel ledit accouplement flottant (70) est
configuré pour se déplacer radialement pour
compenser un désalignement horizontal entre
le dispositif de commande rotatif (10) et la pièce
de l’équipement (40) du champ de pétrole.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, le dispositif de
commande rotatif (10) comprenant en outre un en-
semble de palier (20), un support d’élément d’étan-
chéité ou un récepteur ayant une surface extérieure
à l’intérieur du dispositif de commande rotatif (10),
dans lequel la première surface (72) est définie sur
la surface extérieure respective de l’ensemble de
palier (20), du support d’élément d’étanchéité ou du
récepteur.

3. Système selon la revendication 2, le dispositif de
commande rotatif (10) comprenant en outre un en-
semble de verrouillage (30) comportant une pièce
annulaire (38) définissant une surface intérieure en-
tourant l’ensemble de palier (20), dans lequel le profil
de douille (200) est défini sur la surface intérieure
de la pièce annulaire (38).

4. Système selon la revendication 1, le dispositif de cor-
rection de désalignement comprenant une bague
supérieure (142a) configurée pour se déplacer vers
l’amont et vers le fond à l’intérieur du dispositif de
commande rotatif (10).

5. Système selon la revendication 1, le dispositif de cor-
rection de désalignement comprenant en outre une
ou plusieurs plaques (61) ayant une surface intérieu-
re à l’intérieur du dispositif de commande rotatif (10),
dans lequel le profil de douille (200) est défini sur la
surface intérieure de la une ou plusieurs plaques
(61).

6. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :

un ensemble de palier (20) à l’intérieur du dis-
positif de commande rotatif (10), et
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un manchon (27) ayant une surface intérieure
et une surface extérieure dans lequel la surface
intérieure est reliée à l’ensemble de palier (20),
et en outre dans lequel la première surface (72)
est définie sur la surface extérieure du manchon
(27).

7. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un ou plusieurs paliers de butée (26) à l’inté-
rieur du dispositif de commande rotatif (10).

8. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :

une ou plusieurs fentes (69) définies sur la pre-
mière surface (22), et
une ou plusieurs clavettes (37) définies sur la
seconde surface (32), dans lequel les clavettes
(37) sont configurées pour venir en prise avec
les fentes (69) et configurées en outre pour em-
pêcher une rotation relative entre la première
surface (22) et la seconde surface (32) autour
de l’axe longitudinal (11).

9. Procédé pour corriger un désalignement entre un
dispositif de commande rotatif et une pièce d’un
équipement (40) d’un champ de pétrole à l’intérieur
du dispositif de commande rotatif (10), comprenant
les étapes consistant à :
loger une partie de la pièce de l’équipement (40) du
champ de pétrole à l’intérieur d’un dispositif de cor-
rection de désalignement (50) à l’intérieur du dispo-
sitif de commande rotatif et à proximité d’un ensem-
ble de palier (20) du dispositif de commande rotatif,
le dispositif de correction de désalignement
comprenant :

un épaulement arrondi (71) sur une première
surface (72) du dispositif de commande rotatif
à l’intérieur du dispositif de commande rotatif
(10),
un profil de douille (200) sur une seconde sur-
face (64) du dispositif de commande rotatif à
l’intérieur du dispositif de commande rotatif (10),
dans lequel la seconde surface (64) est confi-
gurée pour buter contre l’épaulement arrondi
(71), et en outre dans lequel l’épaulement ar-
rondi (71) est configuré pour tourner à l’intérieur
du profil de douille (200) autour d’un axe per-
pendiculaire à un axe longitudinal (11) du dis-
positif de commande rotatif (10) pour compen-
ser un désalignement angulaire entre le dispo-
sitif de commande rotatif (10) et la pièce d’équi-
pement (40) de champ de pétrole, et
un accouplement flottant (70) ayant une surface
extérieure (72) à l’intérieur du dispositif de com-
mande rotatif (10), ledit accouplement flottant
(70) étant configuré pour se déplacer radiale-

ment pour compenser un désalignement hori-
zontal entre le dispositif de commande rotatif
(10) et la pièce de l’équipement (40) du champ
de pétrole, et
corriger le désalignement en :

(a) faisant tourner l’épaulement arrondi (21)
autour de l’axe perpendiculaire à l’axe lon-
gitudinal (11) du dispositif de commande ro-
tatif (10) en réaction au désalignement an-
gulaire entre le dispositif de commande ro-
tatif (10) et la pièce d’équipement (40) du
champ de pétrole, et

limiter la rotation de l’épaulement arrondi (71),
ou
(b) déplacer l’accouplement flottant (70) radia-
lement en réaction au désalignement horizontal
entre le dispositif de commande rotatif (10) et la
pièce de l’équipement (40) du champ de pétrole
et
limiter le déplacement radial de l’accouplement
flottant (70).

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à :
déplacer une bague supérieure (142a) vers l’amont
et vers le fond en réaction au déplacement de la
pièce d’équipement (40) du champ de pétrole.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel ladite
étape consistant à déplacer l’accouplement flottant
(70) comprend en outre l’étape consistant à :
déplacer une plaque (61) latéralement jusque dans
une chambre (67).

12. Procédé selon la revendication 9, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à :
empêcher l’épaulement arrondi (71) de tourner
autour de l’axe longitudinal (11) de la pièce d’équi-
pement (40) du champ de pétrole.
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