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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an evacuation
system for a vessel or offshore facility, comprising a stor-
age unit having a length, a width and a height defining a
volume of the storage unit, the storage unit in a storage
situation being adapted to house one or more self-pro-
pelling, inflatable floatable units, the inflatable floatable
units each having a capacity of more than 150 persons,
and a deployment arrangement having a displacement
device.

Background art

[0002] In the case of ships or vessels having many
crew members and passengers on board, safety regula-
tions require that the ship or vessel is equipped with evac-
uation systems with the capacity to handle a higher
number of persons than the actual number of persons
on board the ship or vessel.
[0003] This is for instance achieved by equipping the
vessel with a combination of a plurality of tender boats
having a capacity of up to 150 persons, a plurality of
lifeboats also having a capacity of up to 150 persons,
and a plurality of inflatable life rafts, for instance having
a capacity of 35 persons. The number of the various
equipment types depends on the number of passengers
on board the ship or vessel.
[0004] In Fig. 1a, a typical Panamax cruise vessel 1 is
shown. The cruise vessel 1 has a length overall (LOA)
of 294.0 metres, a width (B) of 32.2 metres and a draught
(d) of 8.8 metres. The cruise vessel 1 may have 2672
passengers and 925 crew members on board, in total
3597 persons. Regulations demand that the cruise ves-
sel 1 has evacuation capacity for 4497 persons on board.
[0005] In the cruise vessel 1, this is obtained by 6 ten-
der boats 2 of 150 persons providing an evacuation ca-
pacity of 900 persons, 12 lifeboats 3 of 150 persons pro-
viding an evacuation capacity of 1800 persons and 52
life rafts (not shown) of 35 persons providing an evacu-
ation capacity of 1820 persons, resulting in a total evac-
uation capacity of 4520 persons.
[0006] As shown in Fig. 1, 5 lifeboats 3 occupy the
length L1 on the one side, and 5 other lifeboats on the
opposite side of the cruise vessel 1 occupy the same
length.
[0007] Since the tender boats 2 and lifeboats 3 having
a capacity of 150 persons each have a considerable size,
they occupy much room on the cruise vessel and often
on the deck of the cruise vessel, as well as in the height
of the vessel.
[0008] Furthermore, since the tender boats and life-
boats have a considerable size and thereby weight, the
cruise ship or vessel has to be reinforced in the areas
where the boats are positioned on the vessel. In addition,
due to the sizes and weight of the boats, their deployment

also requires large deployment arrangements.
[0009] Moreover, the persons to be evacuated in ten-
der boats and lifeboats enter the tender boats and life-
boats when these are on board the ship or vessel, and
the tender boats and lifeboats are subsequently lowered
(with the persons on board) into the water. During the
lowering, the tender boats and lifeboats may experience
sudden movements and may also slam into the side of
the vessel, which is very unpleasant for the persons in
the tender boats and lifeboats. In the worst-case scenar-
io, they may even be injured.
[0010] An evacuation system according to all features
of preamble of claim 1 is know by WO00/29283.

Summary of the invention

[0011] It is an object of the present invention to wholly
or partly overcome the above disadvantages and draw-
backs of the prior art. More specifically, it is an object to
provide an improved evacuation system which facilitates
evacuation from a vessel in a reliable and safe manner.
[0012] Moreover, it is an object to provide an evacua-
tion system having a high evacuation capacity in relation
to the persons to be evacuated.
[0013] In addition, it is an object to provide an evacu-
ation system which is compact while being stored on
board a vessel so that additional space is gained on the
vessel.
[0014] Furthermore, it is an object to provide an evac-
uation system which comprises one or more self-pro-
pelled units, which may be compared to self-propelled
lifeboats.
[0015] It is also an object to provide an evacuation sys-
tem, wherein a deployment arrangement is part of the
compact evacuation system.
[0016] Additionally, it is an object to provide an evac-
uation system wherein maintenance and service are fa-
cilitated.
[0017] The above objects, together with numerous oth-
er objects, advantages, and features, which will become
evident from the below description, are accomplished by
a solution in accordance with the present invention by an
evacuation system for a vessel or offshore facility, com-
prising
a storage unit having a length, a width and a height de-
fining a volume of the storage unit, the storage unit in a
storage situation being adapted to house

- one or more self-propelling, inflatable floatable units,
the inflatable floatable units each having a capacity
of more than 150 persons, and

- a deployment arrangement having a displacement
device,

wherein a maximum height of the storage unit is 2.7 me-
tres, and the displacement device is adapted to displace
the one or more self-propelling, inflatable floatable units
in a substantially horizontal and linear direction out of the
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storage unit below the maximum height and subsequent-
ly lower the one or more self-propelling, inflatable float-
able units into the water in a substantially vertical direc-
tion.
[0018] By the present invention, an evacuation system
which is very compact is obtained. The evacuation sys-
tem has a high evacuation capacity while still being very
compact when being stored on board a vessel, meaning
that additional space is gained on the vessel. Further-
more, since the deployment arrangement is arranged as
part of the storage unit, it is obtained that it does not
occupy much space, meaning that a compact evacuation
system is obtained which does not exceed 2.7 metres in
height.
[0019] In an embodiment, the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit may be positioned on a lifting platform inside
the storage unit, the lifting platform being adapted to carry
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit during deploy-
ment. Furthermore, the deployment arrangement may
comprise the displacement device in the form of at least
one crane arm pivotally arranged to a crane base; at least
one winch connected to a wire; a number of pulleys ar-
ranged on the crane arm and the crane base; and an
actuator which is adapted to move the crane arm.
[0020] Moreover, the wire may be connected to the
lifting platform and via the winch adapted to lower the
lifting platform as soon as the lifting platform has been
substantially linearly and horizontally displaced out of the
storage unit.
[0021] Also, the crane arm may be a telescopic arm.
[0022] In an embodiment, the deployment arrange-
ment may comprise an overhung transverse crane sys-
tem, the transverse crane system comprising the dis-
placement device, which displacement device is adapted
to displace the crane system horizontally and linearly out
of the storage unit until the lifting platform is free to be
lowered into the water.
[0023] Additionally, the displacement device of the
overhung transverse crane system may comprise at least
two telescopic arms arranged above the lifting platform
and below the maximum height of the storage unit.
[0024] Moreover, the deployment arrangement may
comprise a hydraulic sliding arrangement, the hydraulic
sliding arrangement comprising the displacement de-
vice, which displacement device is adapted to linearly
and horizontally displace the lifting platform out of the
storage unit.
[0025] In addition, the displacement device of the hy-
draulic sliding arrangement may comprise at least one
sliding arm arranged in the same level as or above the
lifting platform.
[0026] Also, the lifting platform may have wheels or be
guided on rails inside the storage unit.
[0027] Furthermore, the storage unit may house one
or more escape units.
[0028] The volume of the storage unit may correspond
to less than 0.2 m3 per person to be evacuated.
[0029] Further, the volume may correspond to less

than 0.15 m3 per person to be evacuated, preferably less
than 0.12 m3, most preferably less than 0.10 m3.
[0030] Moreover, the volume of the storage unit may
be less than 200 m3, preferably less than 100 m3, more
preferably less than 80 m3.
[0031] In an embodiment, the storage unit may have
a length of 12.2 m, a width of 2.44 m and a height of 2.59
m, corresponding to a 40 feet ISO container.
[0032] Additionally, the storage unit may have the
same size as an ordinary ISO container of 40 feet, 45
feet or 20 feet.
[0033] Furthermore, the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit may have a capacity of at least 200 persons.
[0034] In addition, the evacuation system may have a
weight of less than 30,000 kg, preferably less than 25,000
kg.
[0035] Also, the storage unit may comprise a power
supply.
[0036] Moreover, the storage unit may be substantially
box-shaped, having a rectangular configuration.
[0037] In one embodiment of the invention, the storage
unit may comprise one or more doors and/or closable
openings.
[0038] Furthermore, a side of the storage unit facing
the water may be openable to allow rapid deployment of
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable units.
[0039] Also, the side of the storage unit may be hinged
at the top so that it may be swung upwards when opened.
The side of the storage unit may be hinged at the bottom
or at the sides. Furthermore, the side may also be ar-
ranged on rails extending from the storage unit and down-
wards opposite the vessel side so that the side may slide
down the rails when being opened.
[0040] Further, the storage unit may be hermetically
sealed so that an environment inside the storage unit is
not influenced by an outside environment.
[0041] Additionally, the storage unit comprises a cli-
mate device adapted to control the environment inside
the storage unit.
[0042] In an embodiment, the climate device may com-
prise a humidity control device adapted to control the
humidity inside the storage unit.
[0043] Moreover, the climate device may be adapted
to create a slight overpressure inside the storage unit so
as to avoid that outside humidity or moist enters the stor-
age unit if the sealing is lost or if a door is opened.
[0044] Also, the storage unit may comprise a monitor-
ing device which is adapted to real time monitor the en-
vironment inside the storage unit.
[0045] The monitoring device may have a log part stor-
ing measurements of the monitored environment so that
the measurements may be accessed for evaluation at
any time.
[0046] Furthermore, a display may be arranged out-
side the storage unit to facilitate reading of the measure-
ments of the environment inside the storage unit.
[0047] In addition, the monitoring device may have a
transmitter adapted to send the measurements of the
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environments to a remotely placed storing device.
[0048] Further, the self-propelling, inflatable unit may
be contained in one or more shells when stored in the
storage unit, the one or more shells substantially com-
pletely housing the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit.
[0049] The one or more shells may have a substantially
rectangular form.
[0050] Also, the self-propelling, inflatable units may be
positioned inside the storage unit so that they are acces-
sible, for instance for physical inspection, testing and/or
exchanging goods placed within the self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable unit.
[0051] In an embodiment, a plurality of self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units may have shells being stored in
the storage unit, the shells of each self-propelling, inflat-
able floatable unit being releasably attached to each oth-
er so that during the inflation of the self-propelling, inflat-
able floatable units they can still be attached to each other
to provide a group of self-propelling, inflatable floatable
units.
[0052] Moreover, the one or more shells may be part
of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit when inflat-
ed.
[0053] Additionally, the self-propelling, inflatable float-
able unit may comprise four shells, each shell being ar-
ranged in a corner portion of the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit.
[0054] In addition, one or more of the shells, preferably
all the shells, may comprise propulsion means.
[0055] Furthermore, the shell may comprise a first
compartment for the propulsion means, in connection
with which first compartment a release mechanism is ar-
ranged, which during the storage situation secures that
the propulsion means is contained in the shell, and which
enables the propulsion means to be lowered so that it
extends below the shell when the self-propelling, inflat-
able floatable unit is inflated.
[0056] In an embodiment, the propulsion means may
have a vertically extendable screw shaft.
[0057] In another embodiment, one or more of the
shells may comprise a second compartment for a power
supply, such as a battery pack.
[0058] In addition, the second compartment may be
watertight to prevent water from entering the second
compartment and flooding the power supply.
[0059] Moreover, one or more of the shells may com-
prise a third compartment for dated goods and items,
such as food, medical aid and/or radio.
[0060] Further, one or more of the shells may comprise
inflating devices, such as nitrogen or carbon dioxide con-
tainers.
[0061] Also, the inflating devices may be arranged in
the second compartment.
[0062] Furthermore, one or more of the shells may
comprise a secondary inflating device, the secondary in-
flating device being a compressor.
[0063] Moreover, the secondary inflating device may

be arranged in the second compartment.
[0064] In one embodiment, the one or more shells may
comprise wheels.
[0065] In addition, a plurality of shells may surround
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit in the storage
situation, the shells being releasably attached to each
other.
[0066] The shells may be releasably attached by
means of a releasable mechanical lock.
[0067] Also, the shells may have an outside being op-
posite a side facing the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit, and a ladder being arranged on the outside.
[0068] Additionally, the shells may be detachably con-
nected to the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit.
[0069] Furthermore, the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit and the shells may comprise corresponding
connection means, the connection means being zips,
groove/flange connections, frapping, he/she connec-
tions or the like.
[0070] Moreover, a plurality of self-propelling, inflata-
ble floatable units having shells may be stored in the stor-
age unit, the shells of each self-propelling, inflatable float-
able unit being releasably attached to each other so that
during the inflation of the self-propelling, inflatable float-
able units, they can still be attached to each other to
provide a group of self-propelling, inflatable floatable
units.
[0071] In addition, the escape unit may comprise one
or more chutes and/or slides.
[0072] A guidance arrangement may be arranged for
guiding and leading persons to be evacuated correctly
through the evacuation system.
[0073] The storage unit in question may also comprise
an inflatable positioning unit adapted to be deployed with
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable units.
[0074] Furthermore, the lifting platform, after deploy-
ment of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit, may
be adapted to function as ballast for an inflatable position
unit.
[0075] The present invention furthermore relates to a
vessel comprising one or more evacuation systems ac-
cording to any of the preceding claims. Said vessel may
be a passenger ship, a ferry, a cruise ship or a military
ship.
[0076] Finally, the present invention relates to an off-
shore facility comprising one or more evacuation systems
as described above.
[0077] The present invention also relates to an evac-
uation system for a vessel or offshore facility comprising
a storage unit having a volume which in a storage situa-
tion is adapted to house

- one or more self-propelling, inflatable floatable units,
the inflatable floatable units each having a capacity
of more than 150 persons,

- deployment arrangement, and
- one or more escape units,
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wherein the volume of the storage unit corresponds to
less than 0.2 m3 per person to be evacuated.

Brief description of the drawings

[0078] The invention and its many advantages will be
described in more detail below with reference to the ac-
companying schematic drawings, which for the purpose
of illustration show some non-limiting embodiments and
in which

Fig. 1 shows a known Panamax cruise vessel having
known evacuation systems in the form of tender
boats, lifeboats and inflatable life rafts,

Fig. 2a shows the known Panamax cruise vessel
having an evacuation system according to the
present invention,

Fig. 2b shows a comparison of the space occupied
by the known lifeboats in view of the evacuation sys-
tem according to the present invention,

Fig. 3a shows an embodiment of the evacuation sys-
tem fully deployed and positioned along a vessel
side,

Fig. 3b shows a storage unit of the evacuation sys-
tem,

Figs. 4a and 4b show two examples of how the evac-
uation system may be arranged on a vessel,

Figs. 5a to 5f show sequences of the evacuation sys-
tem in use,

Figs. 6a to 6d show sequences of the deployment
seen in an end view of the storage unit,

Figs. 7a to 7e show schematic sequences of the de-
ployment of Figs. 6a to 6d,

Fig. 8 shows a perspective view of the deployment
arrangement in operation,

Figs. 9a and 9b show other embodiments of a de-
ployment arrangement,

Fig. 10 shows a self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit inflated and filled with evacuated persons,

Fig. 11 shows a shell of the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit,

Figs. 12a and 12b show schematic views of a com-
partment of the shell wherein propulsion means is
arranged,

Fig. 13 shows a schematic view of the inside of the
storage unit, wherein compartments for dated items
in the shells are visible,

Fig. 14 schematically shows four self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable units contained in shells which are
mutually attached within the storage unit,

Fig. 15 schematically shows the four self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units in an inflated condition, still
mutually attached except for one which is released
from the others,

Figs. 16a and 16b show a release mechanism,

Figs. 17a to 17d also show the release mechanism
between the shells within a specific self-propelling,
inflatable floatable unit,

Figs. 18a to 18d schematically show top views of
sequences of a self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit being inflated, and

Figs. 19a to 19b schematically show four self-pro-
pelling, inflatable floatable units contained in shells
and the beginning of an inflation procedure of the
four self-propelling, inflatable units.

[0079] All the figures are highly schematic and not nec-
essarily to scale, and they show only those parts which
are necessary in order to elucidate the invention, other
parts being omitted or merely suggested.

Detailed description of the invention

[0080] Fig. 2a shows the known Panamax cruise ves-
sel 1 having an evacuation system 4 according to the
present invention. In this embodiment, the required evac-
uation capacity is obtained by 6 tender boats 2 of 150
persons providing an evacuation capacity of 900 per-
sons, 2 lifeboats 3 of 100 persons providing an evacua-
tion capacity of 200 persons, 52 life rafts (not shown) of
35 persons providing an evacuation capacity of 1820 per-
sons, and 2 evacuation systems 4 according to the
present invention of 800 persons providing an evacuation
capacity of 1600 persons, resulting in a total evacuation
capacity of 4520 persons.
[0081] Thus, 2 evacuation systems 4 according to the
invention replace 10 lifeboats in comparison to the cruise
vessel shown in Fig. 1, still obtaining the required evac-
uation capacity. Since the evacuation system 4 is a very
compact system with a high evacuation capacity, one
evacuation system 4 is, in the shown embodiment, ar-
ranged to only extend with a length L2 in the length di-
rection of the cruise vessel 1. When comparing the length
L1 in Fig. 1 and the length L2 in Fig. 2a, it is easily de-
ducible that the evacuation system 4 according to the
invention occupies considerably less space in the length
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direction on the cruise vessel 1. Furthermore, the evac-
uation system 4 also occupies less space in a height
direction of the cruise vessel 1.
[0082] This means that if the known lifeboats 3 of 150
persons should have an evacuation capacity of 800 per-
sons, it would require 5.3 lifeboats. In Fig. 2b, 5.3 lifeboats
3 are shown arranged end to end, occupying a length of
L3. As opposed to this, the evacuation system 4 having
the same evacuation capacity of 800 persons only occu-
pies a length of L4, which is substantially only one fifth
of the length L3 of the 5.3 lifeboats 3, as can easily be
observed, since the two systems are shown one above
the other. It can also be seen that the lifeboats 3 are
higher than the evacuation system 4, which also causes
the lifeboats 3 to occupy a greater overall volume on a
vessel than does the evacuation system according to the
present invention.
[0083] In fact, by replacing 10 lifeboats with two evac-
uation systems according to the invention, as described
above, additional space of 720 m2 is gained on the cruise
vessel 1. This gained space could be used for additional
cabins, e.g. with balconies. This is very advantageous to
the ship owners since a cabin with a balcony is of con-
siderably higher value than a cabin without a balcony.
Furthermore, the gained space may also provide room
for additional ordinary cabins as well as extra public
space.
[0084] Furthermore, since the evacuation system 4 ac-
cording to the invention is very compact compared to
lifeboats, it also has a lower weight. The example de-
scribed above of 5.3 lifeboats having a total evacuation
capacity of 800 persons normally have a weight of be-
tween 60-75 tonnes. On the contrary, the evacuation sys-
tem 4 having the same evacuation capacity, i.e. 800 per-
sons, only has a weight of 15-35 tonnes. So by installing
the evacuation system 4 according to the present inven-
tion, the ship owners will not only gain more room for
luxury cabins, they will also not need to reinforce the area
of the vessel where the evacuation system 4 is posi-
tioned, and the evacuation system does not, in the same
manner as the lifeboats, add to the overall displacement
of the vessel. Furthermore, since the weight of the evac-
uation system 4 is considerably lower than that of the
known evacuation systems, the vessel has a lower en-
ergy consumption, which in turn has a positive effect on
the environment.
[0085] Additionally, the evacuation system 4 according
to the invention is reliable, and the evacuation of the per-
sons may be performed in a safe and secure manner.
[0086] The evacuation system 4 according to the
present invention and its different elements as well as
compactness will be further described below.
[0087] In Fig. 3a, an embodiment of the evacuation
system 4 according to the invention is shown with four
self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 deployed and
positioned along a vessel side 6. In this embodiment, the
evacuation system 4 comprises a storage unit 7 having
a volume which, in a storage situation, is adapted to

house the four self-propelling, inflatable floatable units
5, the inflatable floatable units 5, each having a capacity
of more than 150 persons. The self-propelling, inflatable
floatable units 5 shown in Fig. 3a all have a capacity of
200 persons, meaning that the evacuation system 4
shown in Fig. 3a has an evacuation capacity of 800 per-
sons.
[0088] The storage unit 7 is also adapted to house a
deployment arrangement 8 having a displacement de-
vice and one or more escape units 9. Each unit will be
described in detail below.
[0089] Fig. 3b shows the storage unit 7 of the evacu-
ation system in perspective. In this embodiment, the stor-
age unit 7 has a length l, a width w and a height h defining
a volume of the storage unit 7. According to the inventive
idea, a maximum height of the storage unit 7 is 2.7 me-
tres.
[0090] Advantageously, the storage unit 7 is substan-
tially box-shaped, having a rectangular configuration, as
shown in Fig. 3b, which facilitates interfacing and posi-
tioning of the storage unit 7 on a vessel or offshore facility.
The storage unit 7 may have the same size as an ordinary
ISO container of 40 feet, 45 feet or 20 feet, which indeed
facilitates handling of the evacuation system 4.
[0091] For example, if the size of the storage unit 7
corresponds to the size an ISO 40 feet container, the
dimensions of the storage unit 7 will be 12.2x2.44x2.59
(Ixwxh), which corresponds to a volume of the storage
unit 7 of 77.10 m3.
[0092] According to the inventive idea, the volume of
the storage unit 7 corresponds to less than 0.2 m3 per
person to be evacuated. Advantageously, the volume
corresponds to less than 0.15 m3 per person to be evac-
uated, preferably less than 0.12 m3, most preferably less
than 0.10 m3.
[0093] The evacuation system 4 shown in Figs. 3a and
3b has an evacuation capacity of 800 persons divided
between four self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5.
The storage unit 7 is an ISO 40 feet container and has a
volume of 77.10 m3. Thus, the volume of the storage unit
7 corresponds to 0.096 m3 per person to be evacuated.
It is very surprising that such a high evacuation capacity
for self-propelling, floatable units 5 only requires a person
volume of less than 0.10 m3 per person to be evacuated.
[0094] The storage unit in other, not shown embodi-
ments may have other volumes due to the configuration
of the storage unit. However, the volume of the storage
unit may be less than 200 m3, preferably less than 100
m3, more preferably less than 80 m3.
[0095] Additionally, the evacuation system may have
a weight of less than 35,000 kg, preferably less than
25,000 kg.
[0096] In another embodiment, the evacuation system
may have a maximum height of 2.7 metres. Hereby, it is
obtained that the evacuation system may be positioned
on one deck only on a vessel, thereby occupying less
space on the vessel.
[0097] Furthermore, the storage unit may comprise
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one or more doors or entrances. Additionally, one or more
windows may also be arranged in the storage unit.
[0098] As shown in Fig. 3a, a side 10 of the storage
unit 7 facing the water may be openable to enable rapid
deployment of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
units out of the storage unit 7. Also, the side 10 of the
storage unit 7 may be hinged at the top so that it may be
swung upwards when opened, as shown in Fig. 3a. Fur-
thermore, in this embodiment, the side 10 may be used
as a top protection cover for the interior of the storage
unit 7, for the escape units 9 and for the persons being
evacuated via the evacuation system 4.
[0099] In addition, the storage unit 7 may be hermeti-
cally sealed so that an environment inside the storage
unit 7 is not influenced by an outside environment. This
is especially important since the maritime environment
is hard on the evacuation equipment. Moreover, the stor-
age unit 7 may comprise a climate device (not shown)
adapted to control the environment inside the storage
unit 7. In one embodiment, the climate device may com-
prise a humidity control device (not shown) adapted to
control the humidity inside the storage unit 7.
[0100] In another embodiment, the climate device may
be adapted to create a slight overpressure inside the stor-
age unit 7 so as to avoid that outside humidity or moist
enters the storage unit 7 if the sealing is lost or if a
door/window is opened.
[0101] Also, the storage unit 7 may comprise a moni-
toring device (not shown) which is adapted to real time
monitor the environment inside the storage unit 7. The
monitoring device may have a log part storing measure-
ments of the monitored environment so that the meas-
urements may be accessed for evaluation at any time.
Moreover, a display (not shown) may be arranged out-
side the storage unit 7 to facilitate reading of the meas-
urements of the environment inside the storage unit 7.
Further, the monitoring device may have a transmitter
which is adapted to send the measurements of the envi-
ronment to a remotely placed storing device which may
be accessed by the ship owner, a service provider or
other relevant persons.
[0102] The storage unit 7 may also comprise its own
power supply which may for instance supply power to
the deployment arrangement, the climate device, the
monitoring device and other energy-consuming devices.
[0103] In Fig. 4a, the evacuation system 4 is arranged
on a deck of the vessel, and in Fig. 4b, the evacuation
system 4 is built into the vessel. Advantageously, the
evacuation system may also be retrofitted on vessels and
offshore facilities, thereby replacing existing evacuation
systems on the vessels, whereby the ship owners will
gain more space and room for other purposes.
[0104] In Figs. 5a to 5f, sequences of the use of the
evacuation system 4 are shown. In Fig. 5a, the deflated
self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 are being de-
ployed into the water. During the deployment of the de-
flated self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5, the es-
cape units 9 are being deployed as well. As soon as the

deflated self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 are in
the water, they inflate and position themselves along the
vessel side, as shown in Fig. 5b. When the self-propel-
ling, inflatable floatable units 5 are fully inflated, the evac-
uation of persons on board the vessel is performed via
the escape units 9, here in the form of vertical chutes, as
shown in Fig. 5c. In Fig. 5d, the canopy of the self-pro-
pelling, inflatable floatable units 5 is removed, and the
figure shows the seating arrangement as well as how the
persons 12 present in the self-propelling, inflatable float-
able units 5 are seated. The seating arrangement is in-
flatable and designed so that the persons to be evacuated
occupy less room in the self-propelling, inflatable floata-
ble units 5, resulting in the self-propelling, inflatable float-
able units 5 having a high person capacity in relation to
the size of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5.
As soon as one self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit 5
has reached its maximum capacity, it may release itself
from the other self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5
and sail away from the evacuation by means of its own
propulsion means, as shown in Figs. 5e and 5f.
[0105] In the sequences of Figs. 6a to 6d, a deployment
arrangement 8 is shown. According to the inventive idea,
the compactness of the evacuation system 4 is inter alia
obtained by the deployment arrangement 8 having a dis-
placement device 100 and by the displacement device
100 being adapted to displace the one or more self-pro-
pelling, inflatable floatable units in a substantially hori-
zontal and linear direction out of the storage unit 7 below
the maximum height of 2.7 metres of the storage unit 7
and subsequently lower the one or more self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units into the water in a substantially
vertical direction.
[0106] In Fig. 6a, the interior of the storage unit 7 is
seen from an end of the storage unit 7. As can been seen,
the storage unit 7 is fully packed with the various evac-
uation equipment. The self-propelling, inflatable floatable
units 5 is, in this embodiment, positioned on a lifting plat-
form 13 inside the storage unit 7, the lifting platform 13
being adapted to carry the self-propelling, inflatable float-
able units 5 during deployment, as shown in Figs. 6c and
6d.
[0107] The deployment arrangement 8 comprises the
displacement device 100 in the form of at least one crane
arm 14 pivotally arranged on a crane base 15, a winch
16 connected to a wire 17, a number of pulleys 18 ar-
ranged on the crane arm 14 and the crane base 15, and
an actuator 19 which is adapted to move the crane arm
14. In Fig. 6b, the side 10 of the storage unit 7 has been
opened and the lifting platform 13 with the self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units 5 is starting to be displaced side-
ways out, in a substantially horizontal and linear direction
of the storage unit 7. In Fig. 6c, the lifting platform 13 is
positioned outside the storage unit 7 by the displacement
device 100 having displaced it out of the storage unit 7
without exceeding the maximum height of the storage
unit, and is ready to be lowered by the displacement de-
vice 100 in a substantially vertical direction as shown in
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Fig. 6d.
[0108] In the sequence Figs. 7a to 7e, the deployment
arrangement 8 and its functionality are shown. In Fig. 7a,
the deployment arrangement 8 is shown in the storage
situation, packed in the storage unit (not shown). As men-
tioned above, the deployment arrangement 8 comprises
the displacement device 100 in the form of a crane arm
14 pivotally arranged on a crane base 15, a winch 16
connected to a wire 17, a number of pulleys 18 arranged
on the crane arm 14 and the crane base 15 and an ac-
tuator 19 which is adapted to move the crane arm 14.
[0109] Furthermore, a guide pulley 20 is arranged on
top of the crane base 15. During the deployment proce-
dure, the winch 16 firstly wind the wire 17 a little distance
long enough for the lifting platform 13 to be raised from
the floor of the storage unit. Hereinafter, the winch 16 is
secured. The actuator 19 starts to move the displacement
device 100 in the form of a set of crane arms 14, and the
lifting platform 13 is displaced horizontally out of the stor-
age unit. By arranging the guide pulley 20 around which
the wire 17 is guided, the circular motion of the displace-
ment device 100 in the form of the crane arm 14 is com-
pensated for so that a substantially linear horizontal
movement of the lifting platform 13 is obtained instead
of the slightly circular lifting curve of the crane arms 24,
as shown in Fig. 7b. In Figs. 7c to 7e, the lifting platform
13 is further displaced in a horizontal direction and sub-
sequently lowered by the displacement device 100.
[0110] In Fig. 8, the deployment arrangement 8 is
shown in use, deploying the lifting platform 13 supporting
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 (not
shown). In this embodiment, the displacement device
100 in the form of the set of crane arms 14 is shown as
telescopic arms, which enables the deployment arrange-
ment 8 to have a larger working area.
[0111] By the present deployment arrangement, it is
obtained that it does not occupy much room and that it
may be fully stored in the storage unit, meaning that a
compact evacuation system is obtained.
[0112] Figs. 9a and 9b show another embodiment of
the deployment arrangement 8. In this embodiment, the
linear displacement of the lifting platform 13 is performed
by means of a hydraulic sliding arrangement 21. The hy-
draulic sliding arrangement 21 comprises the displace-
ment device 100 adapted to linearly and horizontally dis-
place the lifting platform 13 out of the storage unit. The
displacement device 100 of the hydraulic sliding arrange-
ment 21 may comprise at least one sliding arm arranged
in the same level as level the lifting platform 13 or above,
as shown in Figs 9a-9b.
[0113] In another, not shown embodiment, the deploy-
ment arrangement may comprise an overhung trans-
verse crane system comprising the displacement device
which is adapted to displace the crane system horizon-
tally and linearly out of the storage unit until the lifting
platform is free to be lowered into the water. The dis-
placement device of the overhung transverse crane sys-
tem may comprise at least two telescopic arms arranged

above the lifting platform and below the maximum height
of the storage unit.
[0114] In Fig. 10, the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit 5 is shown. The self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit 5 is, in the storage situation, contained in one or more
shells. In the shown embodiment, the self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable unit 5 has four shells 22, one in each
corner of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit 5,
also when it is inflated.
[0115] The shells 22 may for instance comprise pro-
pulsion means, enabling the inflatable floatable unit 5 to
be self-propelling. Advantageously, each shell 22 has a
propulsion means facilitating maneuvering of the self-
propelling, inflatable floatable unit and providing a redun-
dant propulsion system, enabling the self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable unit to sail even with one of the propul-
sion means not functioning.
[0116] In Fig. 11, a shell 22 is shown in detail, wherein
the propulsion means 23 is shown. The shell 22 may
comprise a first compartment 24 for the propulsion
means 23, in connection with which first compartment 24
a release mechanism 25, cf. Fig. 12a, is arranged, which,
during the storage situation, secures that the propulsion
means 23 is contained in the shell 22, and which enables
the propulsion means 23 to be lowered, cf. Fig. 12b, so
that it extends below the shell 22 when the self-propelling,
inflatable floatable unit is inflated. Additionally, the pro-
pulsion means 23 may have a vertically extendable screw
shaft 26.
[0117] In another, not shown embodiment, the propul-
sion means may be arranged pivotably in the shells so
that it may have a first position wherein it is positioned
inside the shell and a second position wherein it is pivoted
so that it is partly positioned outside the shell.
[0118] In one embodiment, the shells may be detach-
ably connected to the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit. The self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit and the
shells may comprise corresponding connection means,
the connection means being zips, groove/flange connec-
tions, frapping, he/she connections or the like.
[0119] Further, one or more of the shells 22 may com-
prise a second compartment 27 for a power supply, such
as a battery pack, as shown in Fig. 11. The second com-
partment 27 may be watertight to prevent water from en-
tering the second compartment 27 and flooding the pow-
er supply. Moreover, the shells 22 may have an outside
31, the side 31 being opposite a side facing the self-
propelling, inflatable floatable unit, and a ladder 30 being
arranged on the outside 31.
[0120] Preferably, the propulsion means are electric
motors. Furthermore, during the storage situation, the
durability and functionality of the propulsion means has
to be checked with predetermined intervals to secure that
they will be able to function properly during an evacua-
tion. This check may be performed via an electronic de-
vice which is electronically connected with the propulsion
means and which is adapted to check whether the pro-
pulsion means are connected with a functioning power
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supply.
[0121] In one embodiment, the self-propelling, inflata-
ble floatable units 5 may be positioned inside the storage
unit 7 so that they are accessible, for instance for physical
inspection, testing, and/or exchanging goods placed
within the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit 5, as
shown in Fig. 13. For instance, the shells 22 may com-
prise a third compartment 28 for dated goods and items,
such as food and medical aid. In Fig. 13, a service person
has gained access to the interior of the storage unit 7 via
the door 29 and is checking the dated goods in the third
compartment.
[0122] Also, one or more of the shells 22 may comprise
inflating devices (not shown), such as nitrogen or carbon
dioxide containers. Additionally, the inflating devices may
be arranged in the second compartment.
[0123] Furthermore, one or more of the shells 22 may
comprise a secondary inflating device (not shown), the
secondary inflating device being a compressor.
[0124] The structure of the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit is inflatable, and since the self-propelling,
inflatable floatable unit has a high capacity and thereby
a significant size, a huge amount of inflating gas is nec-
essary for inflating and maintaining a pressure in the in-
flated structure. The structure is inflated by means of
known inflating gases, such as nitrogen or carbon diox-
ide. However, since these inflating gas containers have
a high weight, they add to the overall weight of the self-
propelling, inflatable floatable unit.
[0125] Thus, an air compressor may be arranged for
inflating secondary structures of the self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable unit.
[0126] Furthermore, the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable unit may lose pressure in the inflated structure
over time. Since the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit may be equipped with small hoses to the valves in
the inflated structure, and these hoses may be connected
with the compressor which, via continuous measure-
ments of the pressure in the inflated structure, will start
when it observes a loss in pressure and thereby provide
the required pressure to the inflated structure. Hereby, a
constantly stable, reliable and functional self-propelling,
inflatable floatable unit is obtained.
[0127] Furthermore, the shown four self-propelling, in-
flatable floatable units are released in one common sys-
tem. During inflation, followed by boarding of the persons
to be evacuated, it is important that the self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units are closely attached. Fig. 14
shows the self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5
stored in the storage unit 7, releasably attached to each
other. When a self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit has
been filled with persons to be evacuated, it must be re-
leased from the other units, enabling it to sail away from
the other units, as shown in Fig. 15.
[0128] The self-propelling, inflatable floatable units are
releasably attached to each other, for instance by means
of a release mechanism 40, as shown in Figs. 16a and
16b. Fig. 16a shows the release mechanism 40 in a

locked position, and Fig. 16b shows the release mecha-
nism 40 in a released position.
[0129] During the storage situation, the self-propelling,
inflatable floatable units may be contained in for instance
four shells 22. These separate shells 22 may be attached
to each other to provide a closed housing for the self-
propelling, inflatable floatable units. However, it is impor-
tant that the shells 22 may easily be released from each
other during inflation. The four shells 22 may be attached
to each other by means of hooks. One shell is provided
with a stationary hook 50, while the other shell is provided
with a moveable hook 51. The same applies for the other
shells. When the shells 22 are attached, as shown in Fig.
17a, they are attached to each other in their length direc-
tion by means of plastic fastening means (not shown),
and the movable hooks are kept in their locked position.
When inflation of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
units begins, the plastic fastening means will burst, and
the shells will be separated from each other in their length
direction and start moving apart. By this movement, the
moveable hooks 51 will become displaced inwardly and
out of engagement with the stationary hook 50, causing
all the shells to start separating during inflation, as shown
in Figs. 17c and 17d.
[0130] Figs. 18a to 18d schematically show top views
of sequences of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable
unit being inflated. In Fig. 18a, the self-propelling, inflat-
able floatable unit is contained in four shells 22. When
the inflating procedure starts, the two sets of shells start
to move away from each other because the inflatable
structure 60 arranged inside the shells 22 is being inflated
and thereby grows in size. Subsequently, the two sets of
shells will also start to move away from each other, as
shown in Fig. 18c, while the inflatable structure 60 still is
growing in size due to the inflation. When the inflatable
structure 60 of the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit
5 is substantially fully inflated, the shells 22 are, in this
embodiment, positioned in each corner of the unit 5, as
shown in Fig. 18d.
[0131] Figs. 19a to 19b schematically show four self-
propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 contained in shells
22 and the beginning of an inflation procedure of the four
self-propelling, inflatable units 5.
[0132] In Fig. 19a, the four self-propelling, inflatable
floatable units 5 are releasably attached to each other
via the release mechanisms 40 arranged between the
shells 22. In Fig. 19b, the inflation procedure of the four
self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5 has been initi-
ated. Since the shells 22 of the self-propelling, inflatable
floatable units 5 are attached, the inflation of the inflatable
structures 60 provides a specific inflating procedure of
the four self-propelling, inflatable floatable units 5, as
shown in Fig. 19b.
[0133] Although the invention has been described in
the above in connection with preferred embodiments of
the invention, it will be evident for a person skilled in the
art that several modifications are conceivable without de-
parting from the invention as defined by the following
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claims.

Claims

1. An evacuation system (4) for a vessel (1) or offshore
facility, comprising a storage unit (7) having a length,
a width and a height defining a volume of the storage
unit (7), the storage unit (7) in a storage situation
being adapted to house

- one or more inflatable floatable units (5), the
inflatable floatable units (5) each having a ca-
pacity of more than 150 persons, and
- a deployment arrangement (8) having a dis-
placement device (100),

wherein a maximum height of the storage unit (7) is
2.7 metres, and the displacement device (100) is
adapted to displace the one or more inflatable float-
able units (5) in a substantially horizontal and linear
direction out of the storage unit (7) below the maxi-
mum height and subsequently lower the one or more
self-propelling, inflatable floatable units (5) into the
water in a substantially vertical direction, character-
ised in that the one or more inflatable floatable units
(5) are self-propelling and that the evacuation sys-
tem (4) further comprises a climate device adapted
to control the environment inside the storage unit (7).

2. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 1,
wherein the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit
(5) is positioned on a lifting platform (13) inside the
storage unit (7), the lifting platform (13) being adapt-
ed to carry the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit
(5) during deployment.

3. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the deployment arrangement (8) comprises

- the displacement device (100) in the form of at
least one crane arm (14) pivotally arranged to a
crane base (15),
- at least one winch (16) connected to a wire (17),
- a number of pulleys (18) arranged on the crane
arm (14) and the crane base (15), and
- an actuator (19) which is adapted to move the
crane arm (14).

4. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 3,
wherein the wire (17) is connected to the lifting plat-
form (13) and via the winch (16) adapted to lower
the lifting platform (13) as soon as the lifting platform
(13) has been substantially linearly and horizontally
displaced out of the storage unit (7).

5. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 3,
wherein the crane arm (14) is a telescopic arm.

6. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the deployment arrangement (8) comprises
an overhung transverse crane system, the trans-
verse crane system comprising the displacement de-
vice, which displacement device is adapted to dis-
place the crane system horizontally and linearly out
of the storage unit (7) until the lifting platform is free
to be lowered into the water.

7. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 6,
wherein the displacement device of the overhung
transverse crane system comprises at least two tel-
escopic arms arranged above the lifting platform and
below the maximum height of the storage unit.

8. An evacuation system (4) according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the storage unit (7) hous-
es one or more escape units (9).

9. An evacuation system (4) according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the volume of the storage
unit (7) corresponds to less than 0.2 m3 per person
to be evacuated.

10. An evacuation system (4) according to any of the
preceding claims, wherein the self-propelling, inflat-
able unit (5) is contained in one or more shells (22)
when stored in the storage unit (7).

11. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 10,
wherein the one or more shells (22) are part of the
self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit (5) when in-
flated.

12. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 10,
wherein one or more of the shells (22), preferably all
the shells (22), comprise propulsion means (23).

13. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 10,
wherein the shells (22) are detachably connected to
the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit (5).

14. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 13,
wherein the self-propelling, inflatable floatable unit
(5) and the shells (22) comprise corresponding con-
nection means, the connection means being zips,
groove/flange connections, frapping, he/she con-
nections or the like.

15. An evacuation system (4) according to claim 1,
wherein the climate device comprises a humidity
control device adapted to control the humidity inside
the storage unit (7).

16. A vessel (1) comprising one or more evacuation sys-
tems (4) according to any of the preceding claims.
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Patentansprüche

1. Evakuierungssystem (4) für ein Schiff (1) oder eine
Offshore-Anlage, das eine Aufbewahrungseinheit
(7) umfasst, die eine Länge, eine Breite und eine
Höhe hat, die ein Volumen der Aufbewahrungsein-
heit (7) definieren, wobei die Aufbewahrungseinheit
(7) in einer Aufbewahrungssituation dafür eingerich-
tet ist, Folgendes aufzunehmen:

- eine oder mehrere aufblasbare schwimmfähi-
ge Einheiten (5), wobei von den aufblasbaren
schwimmfähigen Einheiten (5) jede eine Kapa-
zität von mehr als 150 Personen hat, und
- eine Ausbringeinrichtung (8), die eine Vorrich-
tung zum Versetzen (100) hat, wobei eine ma-
ximale Höhe der Aufbewahrungseinheit (7) 2,7
Meter beträgt und die Vorrichtung zum Verset-
zen (100) dafür eingerichtet ist, die eine oder
mehreren aufblasbaren schwimmfähigen Ein-
heiten (5) in einer im Wesentlichen horizontalen
und geradlinigen Richtung unterhalb der maxi-
malen Höhe aus der Aufbewahrungseinheit (7)
heraus zu versetzen und anschließend die eine
oder mehreren selbstangetriebenen aufblasba-
ren schwimmfähigen Einheiten (5) in einer im
Wesentlichen vertikalen Richtung in das Was-
ser abzulassen,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die eine oder meh-
reren aufblasbaren schwimmfähigen Einheiten (5)
selbstangetrieben sind und dass das Evakuierungs-
system (4) außerdem eine Klimatisierungsvorrich-
tung umfasst, die dafür eingerichtet ist, die Umge-
bungsbedingungen innerhalb der Aufbewahrungs-
einheit (7) zu kontrollieren.

2. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
selbstangetriebene aufblasbare schwimmfähige
Einheit (5) auf einer Anhebeplattform (13) innerhalb
der Aufbewahrungseinheit (7) positioniert ist und die
Anhebeplattform (13) dafür eingerichtet ist, die
selbstangetriebene aufblasbare schwimmfähige
Einheit (5) während des Ausbringens zu tragen.

3. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Ausbringeinrichtung (8) Folgendes um-
fasst:

- die Vorrichtung zum Versetzen (100) in Form
wenigstens eines Kranauslegers (14), der
schwenkbar an einer Kranbasis (15) befestigt
ist,
- wenigstens eine Winde (16), die mit einem Ka-
bel (17) verbunden ist,
- eine Zahl Rollen (18), die am Kranausleger (14)
und der Kranbasis (15) angeordnet sind, und
- einen Stellmotor (19), der dafür eingerichtet

ist, den Kranausleger (14) zu bewegen.

4. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
das Kabel (17) mit der Anhebeplattform (13) verbun-
den ist und über die Winde (16) dafür eingerichtet
ist, die Anhebeplattform (13) abzulassen, sobald die
Anhebeplattform (13) im Wesentlichen geradlinig
und horizontal aus der Aufbewahrungseinheit (7)
heraus versetzt wurde.

5. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
der Kranausleger (14) ein Teleskoparm ist.

6. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die Ausbringeinrichtung (8) ein Ausleger-
Querkransystem umfasst und wobei das Querkran-
system die Vorrichtung zum Versetzen umfasst, wo-
bei die Vorrichtung zum Versetzen dafür eingerichtet
ist, das Kransystem horizontal und geradlinig aus
der Aufbewahrungseinheit (7) heraus zu versetzen,
bis die Anhebeplattform frei ist, um in das Wasser
abgelassen zu werden.

7. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 6, wobei die
Vorrichtung zum Versetzen des Ausleger-Querkran-
systems wenigstens zwei Teleskoparme umfasst,
die oberhalb der Anhebeplattform und unterhalb der
maximalen Höhe der Aufbewahrungseinheit ange-
ordnet sind.

8. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, wobei die Aufbewahrungsein-
heit (7) eine oder mehrere Notausstiegseinheiten (9)
aufnimmt.

9. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, wobei das Volumen der Aufbe-
wahrungseinheit (7) weniger als 0,2 m3 pro zu eva-
kuierender Person beträgt.

10. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach einem der vorherge-
henden Ansprüche, wobei die selbstangetriebene
aufblasbare Einheit (5) in einer oder mehreren Scha-
len (22) enthalten ist, wenn sie in der Aufbewah-
rungseinheit (7) aufbewahrt wird.

11. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 10, wobei
die eine oder mehreren Schalen (22) Teil der selbst-
angetriebenen aufblasbaren schwimmfähigen Ein-
heit (5) sind, wenn diese aufgeblasen ist.

12. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 10, wobei
eine oder mehrere der Schalen (22) und vorzugs-
weise alle Schalen (22) ein Antriebsmittel (23) um-
fassen.

13. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 10, wobei
die Schalen (22) mit der selbstangetriebenen auf-
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blasbaren schwimmfähigen Einheit (5) abnehmbar
verbunden sind.

14. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 13, wobei
die selbstangetriebene aufblasbare schwimmfähige
Einheit (5) und die Schalen (22) zusammengehörige
Verbindungsmittel umfassen, wobei die Verbin-
dungsmittel Reißverschlüsse, Nut/Feder-Flansche,
Zurren, männlich/weibliche Verbindungen oder Ähn-
liches sind.

15. Evakuierungssystem (4) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Klimatisierungsvorrichtung eine Vorrichtung zur
Feuchtigkeitskontrolle umfasst, die dafür eingerich-
tet ist, die Feuchtigkeit innerhalb der Aufbewah-
rungseinheit (7) zu steuern.

16. Schiff (1), das ein oder mehrere Evakuierungssys-
teme (4) nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che umfasst.

Revendications

1. Système d’évacuation (4) destiné à un navire (1) ou
une installation offshore, comprenant une unité de
stockage (7) ayant une longueur, une largeur et une
hauteur définissant un volume de l’unité de stockage
(7), l’unité de stockage (7), dans une situation de
stockage, étant adaptée pour loger

- une ou plusieurs unités flottantes gonflables
(5), les unités flottantes gonflables ayant chacu-
ne une capacité de plus de 150 personnes, et
- un agencement de déploiement (8) doté d’un
dispositif de déplacement (100),

dans lequel une hauteur maximum de l’unité de stoc-
kage (7) est égale à 2,7 mètres, et le dispositif de
déplacement (100) est adapté pour déplacer lesdites
une ou plusieurs unités flottantes gonflables (5) dans
un sens sensiblement horizontal et linéaire hors de
l’unité de stockage (7) au-dessous de la hauteur
maximum, puis abaisser lesdites une ou plusieurs
unités flottantes gonflables automotrices (5) dans
l’eau dans un sens sensiblement vertical,
caractérisé en ce que lesdites une ou plusieurs uni-
tés flottantes gonflables (5) sont automotrices et en
ce que le système d’évacuation (4) comprend en
outre un dispositif de climatisation adapté pour con-
trôler l’environnement à l’intérieur de l’unité de stoc-
kage (7) .

2. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’unité flottante gonflable automotrice (5)
est positionnée sur une plateforme de levage (13) à
l’intérieur de l’unité de stockage (7), la plateforme de
levage (13) étant adaptée pour porter l’unité flottante

gonflable automotrice (5) pendant le déploiement.

3. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 1
ou 2, dans lequel l’agencement de déploiement (8)
comprend

- le dispositif de déplacement (100) sous la for-
me d’au moins un bras de grue (14) agencé en
pivotement par rapport à une base de grue (15),
- au moins un treuil (16) raccordé à un câble (17),
- un nombre de poulies (18) agencées sur le
bras de grue (14) et la base de grue (15), et
- un actionneur (19) qui est adapté pour déplacer
le bras de grue (14).

4. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel le câble (17) est raccordé à la plateforme
de levage (13) et par le biais du treuil (16) adapté
pour abaisser la plateforme de levage (13) dès que
la plateforme de levage (13) a été déplacée de façon
sensiblement linéaire et horizontale hors de l’unité
de stockage (7).

5. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 3,
dans lequel le bras de grue (14) est un bras téles-
copique.

6. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 1
ou 2, dans lequel l’agencement de déploiement (8)
comprend un système de grue transversal déporté,
le système de grue transversal comprenant le dis-
positif de déplacement, lequel dispositif de déplace-
ment est adapté pour déplacer le système de grue
de façon horizontale et linéaire hors de l’unité de
stockage (7) jusqu’à ce que la plateforme de levage
soit libre d’être abaissée dans l’eau.

7. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 6,
dans lequel le dispositif de déplacement du système
de grue transverse suspendu comprend au moins
deux bras télescopiques agencés au-dessus de la
plateforme de levage et au-dessous de la hauteur
maximum de l’unité de stockage.

8. Système d’évacuation (4) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans lequel l’unité
de stockage (7) loge une ou plusieurs unités d’éva-
cuation (9).

9. Système d’évacuation (4) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le vo-
lume de l’unité de stockage (7) correspond à moins
de 0,2 m3 par personne à évacuer.

10. Système d’évacuation (4) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans lequel l’unité
gonflable automotrice (5) est contenue dans une ou
plusieurs coques (22) lorsqu’elle est stockée dans
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l’unité de stockage (7).

11. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel lesdites une ou plusieurs coques (22)
font partie de l’unité flottante gonflable automotrice
(5) lorsqu’elle est gonflée.

12. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel une ou plusieurs des coques (22), de
préférence toutes les coques (22), comprennent des
moyens de propulsion (23).

13. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel les coques (22) sont raccordées de fa-
çon détachable à l’unité flottante gonflable automo-
trice (5).

14. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 13,
dans lequel l’unité flottante gonflable automotrice (5)
et les coques (22) comprennent des moyens de rac-
cordement correspondants, les moyens de raccor-
dement étant des fermetures à glissière, des rac-
cords à rainures/brides, des génopes, des raccords
mâles/femelles ou équivalents.

15. Système d’évacuation (4) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le dispositif de climatisation comprend
un dispositif de contrôle de l’humidité adapté pour
contrôler l’humidité à l’intérieur de l’unité de stockage
(7).

16. Navire (1) comprenant un ou plusieurs systèmes
d’évacuation (4) selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes.
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