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Description 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material.  More  particularly,  it 
relates  to  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  suitable  for  use  as  a  material  for  contact  lenses, 

5  intraocular  lenses  or  artificial  cornea. 
Attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  substance-permeable  material  as  the  application  of  polymer  materials  to 

the  field  of  medical  materials  has  been  advanced.  In  particular,  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  gas- 
permeable  material  for  an  optical  material  for  medical  applications,  such  as  a  contact  lens  material  and  an 
artificial  cornea  material. 

io  Among  various  requirements  for  the  contact  lens  material,  the  gas  permeability,  particularly,  the  oxygen 
permeability,  is  one  of  the  most  important  requirements.  Because,  it  is  necessary  to  supply  an  adequate 
amount  of  oxygen  through  the  contact  lens  material  to  the  cornea  so  that  the  metabolic  function  of  the 
corneal  tissues  will  not  be  hindered. 

In  order  to  improve  the  gas  permeability,  the  following  methods  have  been  proposed. 
75  (1)  A  method  in  which  a  material  known  to  have  excellent  gas  permeability,  such  as  a  silicone  rubber 

material,  is  employed  as  the  contact  lens  material. 
(2)  A  method  wherein  a  copolymer  composed  essentially  of  a  silicon-containing  monomer  known  as  a 
gas-permeable  monomer,  such  as  a  siloxanylalkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer,  is  used  as  the  contact  lens 
material. 

20  (3)  A  method  wherein  the  water-content  of  the  material  itself  is  increased  so  that  the  gas-permeability  is 
improved  by  utilizing  the  behavior  of  water  contained  in  the  material. 
The  method  (1)  has  a  difficulty  relating  to  the  water  repellency  inherent  to  the  silicone  rubber  material. 

For  instance,  when  used  as  a  contact  lens  material,  it  exhibits  poor  affinity  to  the  corneal  surface  or  to  tears, 
and  lipophilic  stains  are  likely  to  adhere  on  its  surface,  whereby  it  is  likely  to  give  a  damage  to  the  corneal 

25  tissues,  or  the  lens  material  is  likely  to  have  white  turbidity. 
According  to  the  method  (2),  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  material  having  excellent  gas-permeablility. 

However,  such  a  material  is  hard  material  in  most  cases.  Therefore,  when  used  as  a  contact  lens,  it  tends  to 
give  an  uncomfortable  feeling  to  the  wearer,  or  it  is  likely  to  give  a  damage  to  the  corneal  tissues. 

According  to  the  method  (3),  the  material  softens  upon  absorption  of  water,  whereby  it  gives  a 
30  comfortable  feeling  to  the  wearer,  and  it  is  possible  to  increase  the  gas-permeability  by  increasing  the  water 

content. 
Many  of  such  highly  water-absorptive  material  have  excellent  permeability  for  a  gas  such  as  oxygen  by 

means  of  water  absorbed  in  the  material.  Therefore,  when  used  as  contact  lenses,  they  are  capable  of 
supplying  an  adequate  amount  of  oxygen  physiologically  required  for  the  cornea,  from  the  atmosphere  to 

35  the  cornea  by  means  of  the  water  contained  in  the  material,  and  thus  they  are  highly  safe  to  the  eyes  from 
the  physiological  viewpoint. 

While  such  materials  have  excellent  properties  as  mentioned  above,  they  have  difficulties  in  that  since 
they  have  a  high  water  content,  the  mechanical  strength  upon  absorption  of  water  is  extremely  low,  and 
when  formed  into  shaped  products,  they  are  susceptible  to  breakage,  and  thus  have  a  problem  in  the 

40  durability. 
In  the  field  of  medical  materials,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  mechanically  reinforced  material 

by  the  copolymerization  of  a  hydrophilic  monomer  such  as  vinyl  pyrrolidone  and  a  polymer  having 
polymerizable  groups,  as  essential  components,  in  order  to  solve  the  problem  in  the  durability,  particularly 
the  problem  in  the  mechanical  strength,  while  satisfying  the  high  water-absorptive  property. 

45  The  material  composed  essentially  of  vinyl  pyrrolidone  can  be  made  to  have  a  high  water  content  at  a 
level  of  about  80%.  However,  if  the  water  content  approaches  to  the  level  of  about  80%,  the  mechanical 
strength  tends  to  be  still  low  and  the  durability  is  not  still  satisfactory  for  use  as  an  ocular  lens  material. 
Thus,  there  still  remains  the  problem  unsolved. 

On  the  other  hand,  Japanese  Examined  Patent  Publications  No.  49222/1982  and  No.  15647/1985 
50  disclose  materials  composed  essentially  of  polyvinyl  alcohols. 

Japanese  Examined  Patent  Publication  No.  49222/1982  is  concerned  with  a  shaped  product  for  medical 
use  made  of  a  modified  polyvinyl  alcohol  obtained  by  copolymerizing  a  vinyl  ester  with  a  hydrophobic 
monomer  having  a  high  molecular  weight  at  a  level  of  from  1,000  to  10,000  and  containing  a  polymerizable 
double  bond  at  its  terminal,  followed  by  saponification. 

55  Japanese  Examined  Patent  Publication  No.  15647/1985  is  concerned  with  a  process  for  producing  a 
chemically-bonded,  phase-separated  and  spontaneously  cured  hydrophilic  thermoplastic  graft  copolymer 
obtained  by  copolymerizing  a  hydrophobic  polymerizable  monomer  having  a  large  molecular  weight  (linear 
polymer)  with  at  least  one  hydrophilic  copolymerizable  comonomer. 
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However,  in  the  materials  disclosed  in  the  above  two  publications,  a  high  molecular  weight  hydrophobic 
monomer  or  linear  polymer  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  a  "macromonomer")  having  a  polymerizable  double 
bond  only  at  one  terminal  end  of  the  polymer  chain,  is  employed,  and  if  such  a  macromonomer  is 
polymerized  with  a  vinyl  ester  or  with  a  hydrophilic  copolymerizable  comonomer,  the  resulting  copolymer 

5  will  contain  a  substantial  amount  of  the  non-polymerized  macromonomer  since  the  macromonomer  has  a 
low  concentration  of  polymerizable  groups,  and  if  the  non-polymerized  macromonomer  is  not  adequately 
removed  by  purification,  a  macro  phase-separation  is  likely  to  occur  in  the  material  upon  absorption  of 
water,  whereby  it  is  likely  that  a  transparent  material  is  hardly  obtainable,  although  the  mechanical  strength 
may  be  improved  to  some  extent  by  the  physical  cross  linking  owing  to  intertwining  of  the  copolymer 

io  chains  to  one  another.  Further,  in  such  polymerization,  no  substantial  chemical  cross  linking  takes  place, 
whereby  there  will  remain  various  problems  with  respect  to  the  dimensional  stability,  the  insolubility  (solvent 
resistance)  against  various  solvents,  the  durability  such  as  boiling  resistance  for  heat  sterilization,  etc. 

For  such  reasons,  the  materials  made  of  such  macromonomers  are  not  suitable  for  use  as  ocular  lens 
materials  for  medical  applications.  Further,  Japanese  Examined  Patent  Publication  No.  49222/1982  dis- 

15  closes  no  specific  application  to  ocular  lens  material. 
Furthermore,  the  macromonomers  disclosed  in  the  above  two  publications,  are  prepared  by  living  anion 

polymerization,  whereby  the  operation  for  this  polymerization  reaction  is  cumbersome,  and  the  production 
efficiency  of  such  macromonomers  is  very  poor.  Therefore,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  produce  the  material 
inexpensively  in  a  large  amount  on  an  industrial  scale. 

20  Under  the  circumstances,  it  has  been  desired  to  develop  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material 
which  has  a  high  water  content  at  a  level  of  about  70%  or  higher  and  which,  nevertheless,  has  excellent 
transparency  and  satisfactory  mechanical  strength,  dimensional  stability,  solvent  resistance,  boiling  resis- 
tance,  durability  and  productivity. 

Proposed  as  a  material  excellent  in  the  above-mentioned  various  properties  is  a  highly  water  absorptive 
25  optical  material  obtained  by  saponification  of  a  copolymer  of  a  (meth)acrylate  polymer  and  a  fatty  acid  vinyl 

ester  as  main  components  (Japanese  Unexamined  Patent  Publication  No.  21101/1987). 
However,  such  an  optical  material  still  contains  a  certain  amount  of  a  linear  chain  polyvinyl  alcohol 

which  is  not  chemically  bonded  to  the  (meth)acrylate  polymer,  and  there  still  remains  a  problem  that  such  a 
linear  chain  polyvinyl  alcohol  elutes  to  a  certain  extent.  Since  the  linear  chain  polyvinyl  alcohol  has  a  high 

30  molecular  weight,  it  takes  time  for  elution  from  the  material.  In  order  to  let  the  material  pass  the  elution  test 
for  medical  equipments  (the  difference  in  the  amount  of  consumption  of  potassium  permanganate)  as 
stipulated  by  Ministry  of  Health  and  Welfare  in  Japan,  long  post  treatment  i.e.  continuous  boiling  for  at  least 
36  hours  used  to  be  required.  (According  to  the  regulation  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Welfare,  the 
amount  of  elution  of  low  molecular  weight  polymers,  monomers  or  other  organic  substances  contained  in 

35  the  material  for  medical  equipments  such  as  contact  lenses  is  stipulated  simply  as  the  difference  in  the 
amount  of  consumption  of  potassium  permanganate.) 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  present  inventors  have  conducted  extensive  researches  with  an  aim  to 
provide  a  highly  water  absorptive  ocular  lens  material  suitable  for  medical  applications,  particularly  for 
ocular  lenses,  which  is  superior  to  the  conventional  highly  water  absorptive  materials  in  the  high  water 

40  absorptivity,  gas  permeability  and  transparency  and  yet  has  the  required  durability  such  as  mechanical 
strength,  dimensional  stability  and  solvent  resistance  and  which  contains  little  substances  to  be  eluted  and 
can  meet  the  standard  of  the  elution  test  for  medical  equipments  as  stipulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
Welfare  by  the  post  treatment  (i.e.  extraction  treatment  by  boiling)  for  a  relatively  short  period  of  time.  As  a 
result,  they  have  found  an  ocular  lens  material  which  has  such  various  physical  properties,  and  the  present 

45  invention  has  been  accomplished  on  the  basis  of  this  discovery. 
The  present  invention  provides  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  obtained  by  saponification 

for  hydrophilic  treatment  of  a  copolymer  composed  essentially  of: 
(A)  from  2  to  30  parts  by  weight  of  a  (meth)acrylate  polymer  having  at  least  one  polymerizable  group  per 
molecule  on  an  average  obtained  by  copolymerizing  (a)  an  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer  and  (b)  a 

50  monomer  having  at  least  two  polymerizable  groups  per  molecule,  as  the  main  components; 
(B)  from  70  to  98%  by  weight  of  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester;  and 
(C)  from  0.02  to  3.0  parts  by  weight  of  a  cross  linking  agent, 

provided  that  the  total  amount  of  polymer  (A)  and  monomer  (B)  is  100  parts  by  weight. 
The  (meth)acrylate  polymer  as  defined  above  under  (A)  may  hereinafter  be  referred  to  simply  as  the 

55  polymer  (A).  Likewise,  the  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  under  (B)  may  hereinafter  be  referred  to  simply  as  the 
monomer  (B).  In  this  specification,  the  term  "(meth)acrylate"  represents  an  acrylate  and  a  methacrylate. 
Likewise,  the  term  "(meth)acrylic  acid"  represents  acrylic  acid  and  methacrylic  acid. 

3 



EP  0  332  179  B1 

The  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  can  be  obtained  by  a  hydrophilic  treatment  by 
saponification  of  the  copolymer  composed  essentially  of: 

(A)  from  2  to  30  parts  by  weight  of  a  (meth)acrylate  polymer  having  at  least  one  polymerizable  group  per 
molecule  on  an  average  obtained  by  copolymerizing  (a)  an  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer  and  (b)  a 

5  monomer  having  at  least  two  polymerizable  groups  per  molecule,  as  the  main  components  (the  polymer 
(A)  ); 
(B)  from  70  to  98%  by  weight  of  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  (the  monomer  (B));  and 
(C)  from  0.02  to  3.0  parts  by  weight  of  a  cross  linking  agent  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  cross  linking 
agent  (Q). 

io  In  the  present  invention,  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  is  incorporated  when  the  above-mentioned  polymer 
(A)  and  monomer  (B)  are  copolymerized.  Therefore,  a  linear  chain  polyvinyl  alcohol  which  is  not  chemically 
bonded  and  elutable,  will  thereby  be  chemically  bonded  in  the  material.  As  the  result,  no  substantial  elution 
of  the  polyvinyl  alcohol  is  observed.  Therefore,  the  post  treatment  can  be  completed  in  an  extremely  short 
period  of  time.  Further,  the  mechanical  strength  of  the  material  and  the  durability  such  as  dimensional 

is  stability,  boiling  resistance  or  solvent  resistance,  are  improved  since  the  polyvinyl  alcohol  is  chemically 
bonded  in  the  material. 

The  polymer  (A)  in  the  present  invention  contains  at  least  one  polymerizable  group  per  molecule  on  an 
average,  and  thus  is  efficiently  copolymerizable  with  a  monomer  having  a  polymerizable  group,  such  as  the 
monomer  (B).  Especially,  when  the  polymer  (A)  has  at  least  two  polymerizable  groups,  chemical  cross 

20  linking  will  be  formed  by  the  copolymerization  with  a  monomer  having  a  polymerizable  group,  such  as  the 
monomer  (B),  and  the  number  of  chemical  cross  linking  sites  increases  with  an  increase  of  the  number  of 
polymerizable  groups,  whereby  it  is  possible  to  obtain  an  optical  material  which  undergoes  no  macro 
phase-separation  upon  absorption  of  water  and  which  has  excellent  transparency  and  durability  such  as 
mechanical  strength,  solvent  resistance,  dimensional  stability  and  boiling  resistance. 

25  The  polymer  (A)  can  readily  be  obtained  by  copolymerizing  an  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer 
(hereinafter  referred  to  simply  as  a  component  (a))  and  a  monomer  having  at  least  two  polymerizable 
groups  per  molecule  (hereinafter  referred  to  simply  as  a  component  (b)),  as  the  main  components. 

The  component  (a)  is  an  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer  in  which  the  alkyl  group  is  a  straight  chain, 
branched  chain  or  cyclic  alkyl  group  or  such  an  alkyl  group  with  hydrogen  atoms  substituted  by  halogen 

30  atoms  such  as  fluorine.  Specific  examples  of  the  component  (a)  include  alkyl  (meth)acrylates  such  as 
methyl  (meth)acrylate,  ethyl  (meth)acrylate,  propyl  (meth)acrylate,  butyl  (meth)acrylate,  pentyl  (meth)- 
acrylate,  hexyl  (meth)acrylate,  dodecyl  (meth)acrylate,  cyclohexyl  (meth)acrylate,  trifluorethyl  (meth)- 
acrylate,  pentafluoroisopropyl  (meth)acrylate  and  hexafluoroisopropyl  (meth)acrylate.  These  monomers  may 
be  used  alone  or  in  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  different  kinds. 

35  As  the  component  (a),  it  is  preferred  to  employ  a  lower  alkyl  (meth)acrylate,  for  example,  one  having 
from  1  to  6  carbon  atoms,  since  it  is  thereby  possible  to  conduct  the  copolymerization  of  the  polymer  (A) 
made  of  such  a  component  (a)  with  a  monomer  having  a  polymerizable  group,  such  as  the  monomer  (B), 
without  bringing  about  a  steric  hindrance. 

Specific  examples  of  the  component  (b)  include  monomers  having  at  least  two  polymerizable  groups 
40  per  molecule,  such  as  allyl  (meth)acrylate,  vinyl  (meth)acrylate,  ethylene  glycol  di(meth)acrylate,  diethylene 

glycol  di(meth)acrylate,  triethylene  glycol  di(meth)acrylate  and  dipropylene  glycol  di(meth)acrylate.  These 
monomers  may  be  used  alone  or  in  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  different  kinds. 

It  is  preferred  to  suitably  select  the  component  (b)  by  taking  into  consideration  the  copolymerizability  of 
the  polymerizable  group  of  the  polymer  (A)  made  of  the  component  (b)  with  the  polymerizable  group  of  the 

45  other  copolymerizable  monomer  such  as  the  monomer  (B).  Because,  for  instance,  the  copolymerizability 
differs  between  a  vinyl  group  and  a  (meth)acryloyl  group  or  between  an  allyl  group  and  a  (meth)acryloyl 
group,  and  if  such  polymerizable  groups  having  different  copolymerizability  are  copolymerized,  the 
copolymerization  will  be  incomplete,  thus  leading  to  phase-separation,  whereby  the  resulting  material  will  be 
opaque.  Further,  the  material  can  not  thereby  be  strengthened,  whereby  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  material 

50  having  adequate  durability  such  as  mechanical  strength,  dimensional  stability,  solvent  resistance  and  boiling 
resistance. 

From  such  a  viewpoint,  it  is  necessary  to  use  as  the  component  (b)  a  monomer  having  a  vinyl-type 
polymerizable  group  such  as  an  allyl  group  or  a  vinyl  group,  e.g.  allyl  (meth)acrylate  or  vinyl  (meth)acrylate, 
in  order  to  ensure  satisfactory  copolymerization  of  the  polymer  (A)  with  the  monomer  (B)  having  a  vinyl- 

55  type  polymerizable  group.  In  a  case  where  a  monomer  other  than  the  monomer  having  a  vinyl-type 
polymerizable  group,  such  as  the  monomer  (B),  and  a  monomer  having  a  (meth)acryloyl  group  are  used  in 
combination,  it  is  preferred  to  use  as  the  component  (b)  a  combination  of  a  vinyl-type  polymerizable  group- 
containing  (meth)acrylate  monomer  and  a  (meth)acrylate  monomer  having  at  least  two  (meth)acryloyl 

4 
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groups. 
Further,  for  the  copolymerization  of  the  polymer  (A)  with  the  monomer  (B),  a  hydrophilic  group- 

containing  (meth)acrylate  monomer  (hereinafter  referred  to  simply  as  a  component  (c)  may  be  incorporated 
as  a  component  for  the  polymer  (A).  By  using  the  component  (c),  the  compatibility  of  the  polymer  (A)  with 

5  other  hydrophilic  monomers  will  be  improved,  whereby  it  is  possible  to  obtain  a  uniform  highly  water- 
absorptive  ocular  lens  material,  and  a  transparent  material  can  more  efficiently  be  obtained  without  bringing 
about  macro  phase-separation. 

The  component  (c)  is  a  hydrophilic  group-containing  (meth)acrylate  monomer  having  a  hydrophilic 
group  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  an  alkoxypolyalkylene  glycol  residue,  an  amido  group,  an  N- 

io  substituted  amido  group,  an  amino  group,  an  N-substitued  amino  group,  a  carboxyl  group,  a  hydroxyl  group 
and  a  polyalkylene  glycol  residue.  Specific  examples  of  the  component  (c)  include  an  alkoxypolyalkylene 
glycol  mono(meth)acrylate  such  as  methoxydiethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate,  methoxytriethylene  gly- 
col  mono(meth)acrylate  or  methoxydipropylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate;  (meth)acrylamide;  an  N-mono- 
substituted  (meth)acrlyamide  such  as  N-methyl  (meth)acrylamide,  N-ethyl  (meth)acrylamide  or  N-hydrox- 

15  yethyl  (meth)acrylamide;  an  N,N-di-substituted  (meth)acrylamide  such  as  N,N-dimethyl  (meth)acrylamide, 
N,N-diehtyl  (meth)acrylamide  or  N-ethyl-N-aminoethyl  (meth)acrylamide;  a  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine 
such  as  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine;  an  N-mono-substituted  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine  such  as  N- 
methyl  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine;  an  N,N-di-substituted  (meth)acryloyoxyalkylamine  such  as  N,N- 
dimethyl  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine;  (meth)acrylic  acid;  and  a  hydroxyl  group-containing  (meth)acrylate 

20  such  as  hydroxyethyl  (meth)  acrylate,  hydroxypropyl  (meth)acrylate,  hydroxybutyl  (meth)acrylate,  dihydrox- 
ypropyl  (meth)acrylate,  dihydroxybutyl  (meth)acrylate,  diethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate,  triethylene 
glycol  mono(meth)acrylate  or  dipropylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate.  These  monomers  may  be  used  alone 
or  in  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  different  kinds. 

The  composition  of  the  polymer  (A)  i.e.  the  amount  of  polymerizable  groups  or  in  some  cases  the 
25  amount  of  hydrophilic  groups,  may  be  controlled  by  adjusting  the  amounts  of  the  respective  components  for 

the  preparation  of  the  polymer  (A)  to  be  used  in  the  present  invention.  In  the  present  invention,  the  polymer 
(A)  is  preferably  prepared  by  copolymerizing  from  65  to  99.95  mol  parts  of  the  component  (a),  from  0.05  to 
5  mol  parts  of  the  component  (b)  and  from  0  to  30  mol  parts  of  the  component  (c),  with  the  total  amount  of 
the  components  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  being  100  mol  parts,  in  order  to  obtain  a  material  having  excellent 

30  reinforcing  effect  and  transparency. 
However,  in  a  case  where  a  hydroxyl  group-containing  (meth)acrylate  such  as  hydroxyethyl  (meth)- 

acrylate  or  hydroxybutyl  (meth)acrylate  is  used  as  the  component  (c),  an  ester  exchange  reaction  is  likely  to 
take  place  during  the  polymerization  reaction  for  the  preparation,  whereby  the  amount  of  the  (meth)acryloyl 
group  in  the  polymer  (A)  tends  to  increase,  and  it  is  not  desirable  to  use  such  a  hydroxyl  group-containing 

35  (meth)acrylate  excessively,  and  the  amount  is  preferably  not  higher  than  15  mol  parts. 
The  polymer  (A)  useful  for  the  present  invention  can  efficiently  be  obtained  by  copolymerizing  the 

above  components  (a)  and  (b)  optionally  together  with  the  component  (c).  However,  it  is  necessary  to 
control  the  polymerization  condition  so  that  not  all  of  the  polymerizable  groups  in  the  components  (b)  used 
for  introducing  the  polymerizable  groups  are  subjected  to  copolymerization  (or  the  cross  linking  reaction). 

40  For  this  reason,  a  solution  polymerization  is  preferably  employed  as  the  polymerization  method  for  the 
preparation  of  the  polymer  (A).  As  a  solvent  for  the  solution  polymerization,  any  solvent  may  be  employed 
so  long  as  it  is  capable  of  dissolving  the  monomer  component  and  it  does  not  adversely  affect  the 
polymerization.  As  such  a  solvent,  benzene  or  acetone  may  be  mentioned.  These  solvents  may  be  used 
alone  or  in  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  different  kinds.  The  amount  of  the  solvent  used  varies 

45  depending  upon  the  reaction  condition,  and  may  be  suitably  adjusted  as  the  case  requires.  The  reaction 
temperature  and  the  reaction  time  are  interrelated,  and  such  reaction  conditions  can  not  generally  be 
defined.  However,  the  copolymerization  reaction  is  preferably  conducted  at  a  relatively  low  temperature 
(from  50  to  80  °  C)  for  from  a  few  minutes  to  a  few  hours. 

For  the  polymerization,  a  usual  polymerization  initiator,  such  as  azobisisobutyronitrile,  azobisdimethyl- 
50  valeronitrile,  t-butylhydroperoxide,  cumene  hydroperoxide  or  benzoylperoxide,  may  be  employed.  The 

initiator  is  used  usually  in  an  amount  of  from  about  0.001  to  about  5  mol  parts,  preferably  from  about  0.05 
to  about  3  mol  parts,  more  preferably  from  about  0.1  to  about  2  mol  parts,  relative  to  100  mol  parts  of  the 
total  amount  of  all  the  components  used  for  the  preparation  of  the  polymer  (A). 

The  number  average  molecular  weight  of  the  polymer  (A)  thus  prepared,  is  within  a  range  of  from  about 
55  5,000  to  200,000.  The  molecular  weight  of  the  polymer  (A)  affects  e.g.  the  mechanical  strength  of  the  highly 

water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  to  be  obtained.  Namely,  the  larger  the  molecular  weight,  the  greater 
the  reinforcing  effect  of  the  polymer  (A)  and  the  better  the  mechanical  strength  of  the  material  thereby 
obtained.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  molecular  weight  is  too  large,  it  becomes  difficult  to  uniformly  mix  the 

5 
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polymer  (A)  with  the  other  monomer  when  the  polymer  (A)  is  to  be  copolymerized  with  a  hydrophilic 
monomer  such  as  the  monomer  (B).  For  these  reasons,  the  preferred  range  of  the  number  average 
molecular  weight  is  from  about  10,000  to  about  100,000. 

The  number  of  polymerizable  groups  is  required  to  be  at  least  one  per  molecule  of  the  polymer  (A)  on 
5  an  average,  to  obtain  the  reinforcing  effect  of  the  polymer  (A).  When  the  number  average  molecular  weight 

of  the  polymer  (A)  is  within  a  range  of  from  10,000  to  100,000,  the  average  number  of  polymerizable  groups 
is  preferably  from  1  to  5  per  molecule  of  the  polymer  (A).  If  the  average  number  of  polymerizable  groups 
exceeds  this  range,  it  is  likely  that  during  the  polymerization  with  a  monomer  such  as  the  monomer  (B),  the 
chemical  cross  linking  density  of  the  resulting  material  tends  to  be  unnecessarily  high,  and  the  water 

io  content  tends  to  be  low,  whereby  it  becomes  difficult  to  obtain  a  material  having  a  desirable  high  water 
content,  or  the  material  tends  to  be  brittle. 

In  order  to  attain  satisfactory  copolymerization  of  the  polymer  (A)  and  the  monomer  (B)  as  the  main 
components,  the  number  of  free  polymerizable  groups  in  the  polymer  (A)  is  preferably  selected  to  satisfy 
the  condition  of  (number  of  vinyl-type  polymerizable  groups/number  of  (meth)acryloyl-type  polymerizable 

is  groups)  k  1  . 
The  polymer  (A)  to  be  used  in  the  present  invention  includes  a  compound  represented  by  the  formula: 

20 
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R5  J r  

( I )  

wherein  each  of  Ri  ,  R2  and  R3  which  may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  a  hydrogen  atom  or  a  methyl  group, 
R4  is  an  alkyl  group,  A  is  a  polymerizable  group  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  an  allyl  group,  a 
vinyl  group  and  a  (meth)acryloyl  group,  R5  is  a  hydrophilic  group,  and  p,  q  and  r  are  integers  satisfying 
0.002   ̂ q/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0.05  and  0   ̂ r/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0.3,  which  represent  the  ratios  of  the  polymerizable  groups 
and  the  hydrophilic  groups. 

According  to  the  method  described  above,  the  components  (a)  and  (b)  are  used  optionally  together  with 
the  component  (c)  for  the  preparation  of  the  polymer  (A)  to  be  used  in  the  present  invention.  However,  the 
copolymerizable  groups  may  be  introduced  into  the  polymer  (A)  in  accordance  with  the  following  methods 
without  using  the  component  (b). 

(1)  The  component  (a)  is  copolymerized  optionally  together  with  the  component  (c),  with  an  epoxy  group- 
containing  (meth)acrylate  such  as  glycidyl  (meth)acrylate,  followed  by  the  reaction  with  a  compound 
having  a  polymerizable  group  and  being  reactive  with  the  epoxy  group,  such  as  (meth)acrylic  acid  or 
hydroxy  styrene,  to  introduce  the  polymerizable  group. 
(2)  The  component  (a)  is  copolymerized  with  a  hydroxyl  group-containing  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  as 
described  as  the  component  (c),  followed  by  the  reaction  with  a  desired  amount  of  (meth)acrylic  acid 
chloride  to  introduce  a  polymerizable  group. 
(3)  (Meth)acrylic  acid  is  copolymerized  with  the  component  (a)  optionally  together  with  the  component 
(c),  followed  by  the  reaction  with  a  compound  having  an  epoxy  group  and  a  polymerizable  group,  such 
as  glycidyl  (meth)acrylate,  to  introduce  the  polymerizable  group. 
The  above  methods  (1)  to  (3)  are  all  two  step  reactions.  With  a  view  to  preparing  the  polymer  (A)  useful 

for  the  present  invention  efficiently  on  an  industrial  scale,  it  is  most  preferred  to  employ  a  method  wherein 
the  polymer  is  obtainable  in  a  single  step  reaction  i.e.  the  above-mentioned  method  wherein  a  mixture 
comprising  the  components  (a)  and  (b)  is  copolymerized  optionally  together  with  the  component  (c). 

The  polymer  (A)  thus  prepared,  is  colorless  and  transparent  in  a  state  dissolved  in  a  solvent,  and  is 
white  powder  in  a  dried  state. 

To  obtain  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention,  the  polymer  (A) 
prepared  in  the  above-mentioned  manner,  is  polymerized  with  the  monomer  (B)  i.e.  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester, 
the  cross  linking  agent  (C). 
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The  monomer  (B)  is  a  vinyl  ester  of  a  fatty  acid.  The  hydrogen  atoms  in  the  fatty  acid  may  be 
substituted  by  halogen  atoms  such  as  fluorine  atoms  or  chlorine  atoms.  Specific  examples  of  the  monomer 
(B)  include  vinyl  formate,  vinyl  acetate,  vinyl  propionate,  vinyl  butyrate,  vinyl  stearate,  vinyl  monoch- 
loroacetate,  vinyl  trifluoroacetate  and  vinyl  trichloroacetate.  These  vinyl  esters  may  be  used  alone  or  in 

5  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more  different  kinds.  When  the  efficiency  for  the  hydrophilic  treatment 
by  saponification  is  taken  into  account,  it  is  preferred  to  employ  a  lower  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester.  It  is  usually 
preferred  to  employ  vinyl  acetate  or  vinyl  trifluoroacetate  as  a  typical  material  which  is  readily  available. 

In  the  present  invention,  the  polymer  (A)  and  the  monomer  (B)  are  used  in  such  proportions  that  when 
the  total  amount  of  the  polymer  (A)  and  the  monomer  (B)  is  100  parts  by  weight,  the  polymer  (A)  is  from  2 

io  to  30  parts  by  weight,  preferably  from  3  to  20  parts  by  weight,  and  the  monomer  (B)  is  from  70  to  98  parts 
by  weight,  preferably  from  80  to  97  parts  by  weight.  If  the  proportion  of  the  polymer  (A)  is  less  than  2  parts 
by  weight,  no  adequate  reinforcing  effect  of  the  polymer  (A)  to  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens 
material  of  the  present  invention,  can  be  obtained.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  proportion  exceeds  30  parts  by 
weight,  it  tends  to  be  difficult  to  maintain  the  high  water  content. 

is  For  the  preparation  of  the  copolymer  of  the  present  invention,  a  part  of  the  monomer  (B)  may  be 
substituted  by  any  other  usual  hydrophilic  monomer  (hereinafter  referred  to  simply  as  a  monomer  (D)  as  the 
case  requires. 

Specific  examples  of  the  monomer  (D)  include  a  polymerizable  group-containing  lactam  such  as  N-vinyl 
pyrrolidone  or  a-methylene-N-methyl  pyrrolidone;  an  alkoxypolyalkylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate  such  as 

20  methoxydiethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate,  methoxytriethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate  or  methox- 
ydipropylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate;  (meth)acrylamide;  an  N-mono-substituted  (meth)acrylamide  such 
as  N-methyl  (meth)acrylamide,  N-ethyl  (meth)acrylamide  or  N-hydroxyethyl  (meth)acrylamide;  an  N,N-di- 
substituted  (meth)acrylamide  such  as  N,N-dimethyl  (meth)acrylamide,  N,N-diethyl  (meth)acrylamide  or  N- 
ethyl-N-aminoethyl  (meth)acrylamide;  a  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine  such  as  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine; 

25  an  N-mono-substituted  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine  such  as  N-methyl  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine;  an 
N,N-di-substituted  (meth)acryloyloxy  alkylamine  such  as  N,N-dimethyl  (meth)acryloyloxyethylamine;  (meth)- 
acrylic  acid;  and  a  hydroxyl  group-containing  (meth)acrylate  such  as  hydroxyethyl  (meth)acrylate,  hydrox- 
ypropyl  (meth)acrylate,  hydroxybutyl  (meth)acrylate,  dihydroxypropyl  (meth)acrylate,  dihydroxybutyl  (meth)- 
acrylate,  diethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate,  triethylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate  or  dipropylene  glycol 

30  mono(meth)acrylate.  These  monomers  may  be  used  alone  or  in  combination  as  a  mixture  of  two  or  more 
different  kinds. 

The  proportion  of  the  monomer  (D)  to  the  monomer  (B)  is  preferably  not  higher  than  about  20  parts  by 
weight  relative  to  100  parts  by  weight  of  the  total  amount  of  the  monomers  (B)  and  (D),  in  order  to  maintain 
the  high  water  content  of  the  material  to  be  obtained.  When  the  monomer  (D)  is  incorporated,  the  proportion 

35  of  the  polymer  (A)  to  the  100  parts  by  weight  of  all  the  comonomers,  should  be  maintained  within  a  range  of 
from  2  to  30  parts  by  weight,  preferably  from  3  to  20  parts  by  weight,  for  the  above-mentioned  reasons. 

As  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  for  the  present  invention,  there  may  preferably  be  employed,  for 
example,  a  cross  linking  agent  which  (1)  has  a  polymerizable  group  readily  copolymerizable  with  other 
copolymerizable  component  including  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  such  as  a  vinyl  group  or  an  allyl  group,  (2)  has 

40  a  structure  not  readily  hydrolyzable  by  saponification  for  hydrophilic  treatment  and  (3)  is  readily  soluble  in 
and  can  uniformly  be  mixed  with  other  copolymerizable  component  such  as  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester.  If  the 
cross  linking  agent  (C)  is  the  one  which  has  only  a  polymerizable  group  having  poor  copolymerizability,  or 
which  has  a  structure  hydrolyzable  by  saponification,  it  is  difficult  to  improve  the  physical  properties  such 
as  the  mechanical  strength,  or  to  minimize  elution  of  substances.  Further,  if  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  is 

45  not  uniformly  dissolved  in  the  copolymerizable  components,  not  only  a  homogeneous  material  can  not  be 
obtained  but  also  a  transparent  material  can  not  be  obtained.  The  cross  linking  agent  (C)  having  such 
properties,  includes,  for  example,  a  compound  having  the  formula: 

R 6 - t - 0 - f - C H 2   )a  )b  0-R7  (  II  ) 
50 

wherein  each  of  Rg  and  R7  which  may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  -CH  =  CH2  or  -CH2-CH  =  CH2  and  each 
of  a  and  b  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  5,  provided  that  when  a  is  0,  b  is  0;  or  a  compound  having  the  formula: 

55 
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5 

R 9 - C H - f - C H 2 - ^ C H 2 C H 2   )d  (  CH^CH-f r^  

R 8 ( I I I )  

io  wherein  Rg  and  R7  are  as  defined  above,  Rs  is  -CH  =  CH2  or  -CH2-CH  =  CH2,  each  of  Rg  and  R10  which 
may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  a  hydrogen  atom,  -CH3, 

wherein  Rn  is  a  hydrogen  atom  or  -CH3,  h  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  12  or  -COORn  wherein  Rn  is  as 
defined  above,  c  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  3,  d  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  500,  e  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to 
10,000,  preferably  from  1  to  10,000,  and  f  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  3. 

Specific  examples  of  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  having  the  formula  II  include,  for  example,  ethylene 
25  glycol  diallyl  ether,  ethylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  ethylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  diethylene  glycol  diallyl 

ether,  diethylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  diethylne  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  triethylene  glycol  diallyl  ether, 
triethylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  triethylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  tetraethylene  glycol  diallyl  ether, 
tetraethylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  tetraethylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  pentaethylene  glycol  diallyl  ether, 
pentaethylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  pentaethylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  diallyl  ether,  divinyl  ether,  allyl  vinyl 

30  ether,  propylene  glycol  diallyl  ether,  propylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  propylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether, 
dipropylene  glycol  diallyl  ether,  dipropylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  dipropylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether, 
tripropylene  glycol  diallyl  ether,  tripropylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  tripropylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether, 
tetrapropylene  glycol  diallyl  ether,  tetrapropylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  tetrapropylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether, 
butylene  glycol  diallyl  ether,  butylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  butylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  dibutylene  glycol 

35  diallyl  ether,  dibutylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  dibutylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  tributylene  glycol  diallyl  ether, 
tributylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  tributylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether,  tetrabutylene  glycol  diallyl  ether, 
tetrabutylene  glycol  divinyl  ether,  and  tetrabutylene  glycol  allylvinyl  ether.  Further,  specific  examples  of  the 
cross  linking  agent  (C)  of  the  formula  III  include,  for  example,  NISSO-PB  B  series  and  NISSO-PB  G  series 
(which  are  manufactured  by  Nippon  Soda  Kabushiki  Kaisha). 

40  The  amount  of  the  above-mentioned  cross  linking  agent  (C)  is  from  about  0.02  to  about  3.0  parts  by 
weight,  preferably  from  0.05  to  1  .0  part  by  weight  based  on  the  total  amount  of  the  polymer  (A)  and  the 
monomer  (B)  being  100  parts  by  weight.  If  the  amount  of  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  is  less  than  0.02  parts 
by  weight,  the  elution  of  substances  tends  to  increase,  and  if  the  amount  exceeds  3.0  parts  by  weight,  the 
water  content  tends  to  decrease  or  the  polymerization  tends  to  be  hardly  proceed. 

45  The  copolymer  components  (ocular  lens  components)  and  their  amounts  are  suitably  adjusted  for 
copolymerization  depending  upon  the  particular  purpose  of  the  desired  ocular  lenses  such  as  contact 
lenses  or  intraocular  lenses. 

The  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention  may  be  prepared,  for  example,  by  a  process  which 
comprises  mixing  the  polymer  (A),  the  monomer  (B),  the  cross  linking  agent  (C)  and/or  other  optional 

50  monomers  (the  monomer  (D)),  and  polymerizing  the  mixture  by  an  addition  of  a  polymerization  initiator  such 
as  a  radical  copolymerization  initiator  or  a  photo  polymerization  initiator. 

As  specific  examples  of  such  a  process,  there  may  be  mentioned,  for  example,  a  method  wherein  a 
radical  polymerization  initiator  is  mixed  with  the  copolymer  components,  the  mixture  is  heated,  for  example, 
at  a  temperature  of  from  40  to  50  0  C  for  from  a  few  hours  to  a  few  tens  hours  for  polymerization  and  then 

55  the  temperature  is  gradually  raised  to  120°C  over  a  period  of  ten  or  more  hours  to  complete  the 
polymerization  (heat  polymerization),  a  method  wherein  a  photo  polymerization  initiator  is  mixed  with  the 
copolymer  components,  then,  and  a  light  having  a  wave  length  corresponding  to  the  absorption  band  for 
activating  the  photo  polymerization  initiator  (e.g.  ultraviolet  rays)  is  irradiated  to  the  mixture  (photo 

- ( C H ^ O H  

15 
wherein  g  is  an  integer  of  from  1  to  5, 

20 
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polymerization),  or  a  combination  of  the  heat  polymerization  and  photo  polymerization. 
When  the  heat  polymerization  is  employed,  the  mixture  may  be  heated  in  a  constant  temperature  bath 

or  in  a  constant  temperature  room,  or  by  irradiation  of  an  electromagnetic  wave  such  as  a  micro  wave.  The 
heating  may  be  conducted  stepwise.  Further,  when  the  photo  polymerization  is  employed,  a  sensitizer  may 

5  further  be  added. 
For  the  preparation  of  the  copolymer  as  the  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention,  a  usual  bulk 

polymerization  method  is  preferably  employed  to  obtain  the  material  at  high  production  efficiency.  If 
necessary,  a  solution  polymerization  method  may  be  employed. 

Specific  examples  of  the  radical  polymerization  initiator  include,  for  example,  azobisisobutylonitrile, 
io  azobisdimethylvaleronitrile,  benzoyl  peroxide,  tert-butylhydro  peroxide  and  cumene  peroxide. 

Specific  examples  of  the  photo  polymerization  initiator  include,  for  example,  a  benzoyl  type  photo 
polymerization  initiator  such  as  benzoin,  methyl-o-benzoyl  benzoate,  methyl-o-benzoyl  benzoate,  methyl- 
benzoyl  formate,  benzoin  methyl  ether,  benzoin  ethyl  ether,  benzoin  isopropyl  ether,  benzoin  isobutyl  ether 
or  benzoin-n-butyl  ether,  a  phenone  type  photo  polymerization  initiator  such  as  2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1- 

15  phenylpropan-1-one,  p-isopropyl-a-hydroxyisobutyrophenone,  p-tert-butyltrichloroacetophenone,  2,2- 
dimethoxy-2-phenylacetophenone,  a,a-dichloro-4-phenoxyacetophenone  or  N,N,N,N-tetraethyl-4,4-dia- 
minobenzophenone,  1-hydroxycyclohexyl  phenyl  ketone,  1-phenyl-1  ,2-propanedione-2-(o-ethoxycarbonyl)- 
oxime,  a  thioxanethone  type  photo  polymerization  initiator  such  as  2-chlorothioxanethone  or  2-methylthiox- 
anethone,  dibenzosuberone,  2-ethylanthraquinone,  benzophenone  acrylate,  benzophenone  and  benzyl. 

20  One  or  more  the  radical  polymerization  initiators  or  photo  polymerization  initiators  may  suitably  selected 
for  use  from  these  examples.  The  amount  of  the  polymerization  initiator  is  suitably  within  a  range  of  from 
about  0.001  to  5  parts  by  weight,  preferably  from  about  0.01  to  about  2  parts  by  weight,  more  preferably 
from  about  0.02  to  1  part  by  weight,  relative  to  100  parts  by  weight  of  the  total  amount  of  the  copolymer 
components. 

25  For  the  shaping  of  ocular  lenses  such  as  contact  lenses  or  intraocular  lenses,  shaping  methods 
commonly  used  by  those  skilled  in  the  art  may  be  employed.  As  such  shaping  methods,  there  may  be 
mentioned,  for  example,  mechanical  processing  such  as  cutting,  grinding  or  polishing,  a  molding  method  by 
means  of  a  mold  and  a  combination  of  the  molding  method  and  the  mechanical  processing. 

The  mechanical  processing  is  a  method  in  which  the  copolymer  components  are  copolymerized  in  a 
30  suitable  mold  or  vessel  to  obtain  a  rod-,  block-  or  plate-shaped  copolymer,  and  then,  the  mechanical 

processing  such  as  cutting,  grinding  or  polishing  is  applied  to  the  copolymer  to  shape  it  into  a  desired 
ocular  lens. 

In  the  molding  method,  a  mold  (casting  mold)  corresponding  to  the  shape  of  a  desired  ocular  lens  is 
prepared,  and  the  copolymer  components  are  copolymerized  in  the  mold  to  obtain  a  shaped  product  (ocular 

35  lens).  If  necessary,  the  shaped  product  thus  obtained  may  be  subjected  to  mechanical  finishing  treatment. 
In  the  combination  of  the  molding  method  and  the  mechanical  processing,  a  mold  (casting  mold) 

corresponding  to  one  surface  of  a  desired  ocular  lens,  is  firstly  prepared,  and  the  copolymer  components 
are  copolymerized  in  the  mold.  Then,  the  mechanical  processing  is  applied  to  form  the  other  surface  of  the 
ocular  lens  to  obtain  a  shaped  product  (ocular  lens). 

40  When  the  mechanical  processing  is  employed,  the  shaping  into  an  ocular  lens  is  conducted  prior  to  the 
below-mentioned  hydrophilic  treatment,  since  the  mechanical  processing  can  not  be  applied  after  the 
hydrophilic  treatment. 

As  compared  with  the  mechanical  processing,  the  molding  method  or  the  combination  of  the  molding 
method  and  the  mechanical  processing  has  advantages  such  that  the  starting  material  components  may  be 

45  in  small  amounts,  the  number  of  process  steps  may  be  small,  and  further,  the  time  required  for 
polymerization  is  short. 

The  copolymer  obtained  by  the  copolymerization  reaction,  is  then  subjected  to  saponification  for 
hydrophilic  treatment,  to  obtain  a  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material. 

Here,  the  saponification  means  treatment  of  the  units  derived  from  the  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  in  the 
50  copolymer,  with  an  alkaline  or  acidic  compound  in  accordance  with  a  conventional  saponification  method  for 

a  polyvinyl  ester  to  convert  the  units  into  an  alcohol. 
However,  the  saponification  with  an  acidic  compound  is  slow,  and  it  is  thereby  rather  difficult  to  obtain  a 

homogeneous  product,  and  it  has  a  further  drawback  that  the  side  reaction  takes  place.  Therefore,  the 
saponification  with  an  alkaline  compound  is  preferred. 

55  The  alkaline  compound  useful  for  the  saponification  is  a  hydroxide  of  ammonia,  an  alkali  metal  or  an 
alkaline  earth  metal.  Specific  examples  of  such  an  alkaline  compound  include  ammonium  hydroxide, 
sodium  hydroxide,  potassium  hydroxide  and  calcium  hydroxide.  These  alkaline  compounds  are  usually 
solid.  Therefore,  they  may  be  usually  dissolved  in  alcohols  or  ethers  so  that  they  are  used  for  the 
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saponification  reaction  in  the  form  of  alkaline  solutions. 
The  alcohols  include  methanol,  ethanol,  propyl  alcohol  and  butyl  alcohol.  The  ethers  include  diethyl 

ether  and  tetrahydrofuran. 
The  saponification  is  conducted  by  immersing  the  above-mentioned  copolymer  in  the  alkaline  solution. 

5  The  reaction  temperature  for  the  saponification  is  usually  within  a  range  of  from  0  to  100°C,  preferably 
from  10  to  60  °C.  If  necessary,  the  reaction  may  be  conducted  at  a  temperature  outside  the  above 
temperature  range.  The  reaction  time  for  the  saponification  varies  depending  upon  the  type  of  the  alkaline 
compound,  the  concentration  of  the  alkaline  compound  and  the  reaction  temperature  for  the  saponification, 
and  can  not  generally  be  defined.  For  the  practical  operation,  however,  the  type  and  the  concentration  of 

io  the  alkaline  compound  are  preferably  selected  so  that  the  saponification  reaction  can  be  completed  at  room 
temperature  in  a  few  hours.  Further,  the  saponification  reaction  can  be  conducted  in  the  hetrogeneous 
system. 

In  the  case  of  a  copolymer  wherein  a  readily  saponifiable  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  such  as  vinyl  formate, 
vinyl  monochloroacetate,  vinyl  trifluoroacetate  or  vinyl  trichloroacetate  is  used,  the  saponification  can  be 

is  conducted  under  a  relatively  mild  condition,  and  it  is  possible  to  selectively  saponify  the  units  derived  from 
such  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  esther  without  decomposing  other  ester  bonds  in  the  copolymer. 

Namely,  for  instance,  when  vinyl  acetate  is  to  be  saponified,  it  is  common  to  conduct  the  saponification 
by  using  a  relatively  strong  alkaline  solution  such  as  a  methanol  solution  of  sodium  hydroxide.  Whereas, 
when  vinyl  trifluoroacetate  is  to  be  saponified,  the  saponification  can  be  conducted  with  a  relatively  weak 

20  alkaline  solution  such  as  a  methanol  solution  of  ammonium  hydroxide. 
The  copolymer  thus  saponified  is  then  subjected  to  boiling  treatment  in  a  physiological  sodium  chloride 

aqueous  solution  (a  0.9%  sodium  chloride  aqueous  solution)  for  a  few  hours  to  obtain  a  swelled  highly 
water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  which  is  safe  to  living  bodies. 

Now,  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention  will  be  described  in 
25  further  detail  with  reference  to  Examples.  However,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  present  invention  is  by 

no  means  restricted  to  such  specific  Examples. 

REFERENCE  EXAMPLE  1: 

30  Preparation  of  a  (meth)acrylate  polymer  having  at  least  one  polymerizable  group  per  molecule  on  an 
average  (polymer  (A)) 

Into  a  three  necked  round  bottom  flask,  95  g  of  methyl  methacrylate,  1  .80  g  of  allyl  methacrylate,  0.64  g 
of  azobisisobutyronitrile  as  a  polymerization  initiator  and  720  mi  of  benzene  as  a  solvent,  were  added  and 

35  polymerized  under  stirring  at  a  refluxing  temperature  for  2  hours.  Then,  the  polymerization  solution  thus 
obtained  was  poured  into  n-hexane,  and  the  copolymer  precipitated  was  collected  and  dried  under  reduced 
pressure.  The  copolymer  was  dissolved  in  benzene,  and  then  poured  into  a  large  amount  of  n-hexane, 
whereby  it  was  again  precipitated  for  purification.  The  precipitates  were  collected  and  dried  under  reduced 
pressure  to  obtain  a  polymer  (A). 

40  The  number  average  molecular  weight,  the  molecular  weight  distribution  and  the  average  number  of 
polymerizable  groups  per  molecule  of  the  polymer  (A)  thus  obtained,  were  measured  in  accordance  with 
the  following  methods.  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  1  together  with  the  yield. 

Number  average  molecular  weight: 
45 

Measured  by  gel  permeation  chromatography. 

Molecular  weight  distribution: 

50  The  weight  average  molecular  weight  (Mw)  was  measured  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of  the 
above  number  average  molecular  weight  (Mn),  and  the  molecular  weight  distribution  was  calculated  in 
accordance  with  the  following  equation. 

Molecular  weight  distribution  =  Mw/Mn 
55 
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Average  number  of  polymerizable  groups  per  molecule: 

Measured  by  gel  permeation  chromatography  and  Fourier's  conversion  proton  nuclear  magnetic 
resonance  spectroscopy. 

5 
REFERENCE  EXAMPLES  2  to  5 

In  the  same  manner  as  in  Reference  Example  1,  various  polymers  (A)  were  prepared  with  the 
components  and  the  proportions  as  identified  in  Table  1  . 

io  The  number  average  molecular  weight,  the  molecular  weight  distribution  and  the  average  number  of 
polymerizable  groups  per  molecule  of  each  polymer  (A)  thus  prepared  were  measured  in  the  same  manner 
as  in  Reference  Example  1.  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  1  together  with  the  yield. 
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zXAMPLE  1 

Into  a  100  ml  Erlenmeyer  flask,  6.0  g  (10  parts  by  weight)  of  the  polymer  (A)  obtained  in  Reference 
Example  2  was  charged,  and  0.14  g  (0.2  part  by  weight)  of  a  cross  linking  agent  and  54  g  (90  parts  by 
weight)  of  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  were  added  thereto  and  completely  dissolved  to  bring  the  composition  as 
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shown  in  Table  2.  0.042  g  (0.07  part  by  weight)  of  a  polymerization  initiator  was  added  thereto  and 
dissolved.  The  solution  was  transferred  to  a  glass  test  tube  having  an  inner  diameter  of  14  mm.  Then,  a 
polyethylene  stopper  was  placed  on  the  test  tube,  and  the  polymerization  was  conducted  in  a  constant 
temperature  bath  at  35  °C  for  36  hours.  Then,  the  temperature  was  raised  to  50  °C,  and  the  polymerization 

5  was  conducted  for  8  hours.  The  product  was  transferred  to  a  circulating  drier.  Here,  the  product  was  heated 
at  50  °C  for  5  hours,  and  then  heated  for  9  hours  while  gradually  raising  the  temperature  from  60  °C  to 
110°C,  to  complete  the  polymerization.  The  product  was  cooled  to  room  temperature  and  then  heated  at 
100°C  for  2  hours  to  remove  the  distortion. 

10  pieces  of  a  film  having  a  thickness  of  0.14  mm  and  a  diameter  of  11.6  mm  and  5  pieces  of  a  plate 
io  having  a  thickness  of  0.5  mm  and  a  diameter  of  1  1  .6  mm  were  prepared  by  cutting  the  rod-shaped  material 

thereby  obtained. 
Then,  into  a  Petri  dish  having  a  diameter  of  about  10  cm,  about  50  ml  of  a  methanol  solution  of  0.25  N 

sodium  hydroxide  was  introduced.  The  films  and  the  plates  were  immersed  therein  and  left  to  stand  for  two 
hours  to  complete  saponification.  After  washing  then  with  water,  the  films  and  plates  and  500  ml  of  water 

is  were  introduced  to  a  1  I  Erlenmeyer  flask,  and  boiled  for  24  hours.  After  cooling,  500  ml  of  water  was 
replaced  by  500  ml  of  a  physiological  sodium  chloride  aqueous  solution,  and  the  boiling  was  conducted  for 
2  hours.  Then,  the  physiological  sodium  chloride  solution  was  replaced  by  water. 

With  respect  to  the  test  specimens  thus  treated  for  saponification  and  elution,  various  physical 
properties  were  measured  in  accordance  with  the  following  methods.  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  2. 

20 
Outer  appearance  upon  absorption  of  water: 

The  outer  appearance  of  a  test  specimen  upon  absorption  of  water  to  the  equilibrium  state  was  visually 
evaluated. 

25 
Water  content: 

The  water  content  of  a  test  specimen  (thickness  on  cutting:  0.5  mm)  was  determined  in  accordance  with 
the  following  equation. 

30 
Water  content  (%)  =  W-W0/W  x  100 

where  W  is  the  weight  (g)  of  the  test  specimen  upon  absorption  of  water  to  the  equilibrium  state,  and  W0  is 
the  weight  (g)  of  the  test  specimen  in  a  dried  state. 

35 
Boiling  resistance: 

A  test  specimen  was  boiled  in  a  physiological  sodium  chloride  aqueous  solution  for  about  2  hours  and 
observed  to  see  if  it  was  dissolved. 

40 
Solvent  resistance: 

A  test  specimen  was  immersed  in  a  dimethyl  slufoxide  solvent  and  heated  to  80  °  C,  and  observed  to 
see  if  it  was  dissolved. 

45 
Refractive  index 

The  refractive  index  (n̂ 0  )  of  a  test  specimen  having  a  thickness  of  about  0.2  mm  (thickness  on  cutting: 
0.14  mm)  upon  absorption  of  water  to  the  equilibrium  state,  was  determined  by  using  Erma  new  model 

50  Abbe's  refractometer  manufactured  by  Erma  Optical  Works,  Ltd. 

Oxygen  permeation  coefficient 

The  oxygen  permeation  coefficient  of  the  test  specimen  having  a  thickness  of  about  0.2  mm  (thickness 
55  on  cutting:  0.14  mm)  upon  absorption  of  water  to  the  equilibrium  state  was  determined  in  a  physiological 

sodium  chloride  aqueous  solution  at  35  °C  by  using  Seikaken  type  film  oxygen  permeation  measuring 
instrument  manufactured  by  Rikaseiki  Kogyo  Kabushiki  Kaisha. 

13 
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Penetration  resistance: 

By  means  of  an  Instron  type  compression  tester,  a  pressing  needle  having  a  diameter  of  1/16  inch  was 
pressed  against  the  center  of  the  test  specimen  having  a  thickness  of  about  0.2  mm  (thickness  on  cutting: 

5  0.14  mm)  upon  absorption  of  water  to  the  equilibrium  state,  and  the  load  (g)  at  the  time  of  the  breakage  of 
the  test  specimen  was  measured. 

Elongation: 

io  The  elongation  (%)  at  the  time  of  the  breakage  of  the  test  specimen  in  the  above-mentioned 
measurement  of  the  penetration  resistance  (g),  was  measured. 

Strength  index: 

is  The  mechanical  strength  of  the  material  depends  on  both  the  elongation  (%)  and  the  penetration 
resistance  (g).  Therefore,  as  an  index  for  relative  strength,  the  strength  index  was  calculated  in  accordance 
with  the  following  equation. 

20  S t r e n g t h   =  P e n e t * a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e   (g)  x  E longa t ion   (%) 
i n d e x   2  x  Film  th ickness   (ym) 

25  Difference  in  the  amount  of  consumption  of  potassium  permanganate: 

The  measurement  was  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  elution  test  stipulated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Welfare  in  Japan. 

30  EXAMPLES  2  to  21 

To  bring  the  composition  as  shown  in  Table  2,  the  components  were  mixed  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
Example  1  and  polymerized.  Test  specimens  were  cut  out,  and  subjected  to  saponification  and  elution 
treatments.  Then,  various  physical  properties  of  the  test  specimens  were  measured  in  the  same  manner  as 

35  in  Example  1  .  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  2. 
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Table  2 

Example  No.  1  2  3 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  90  90  90 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  

Example  2  Example  5  Example  1 
10  10  10 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  NISSO  B  NISSO  G  TRIAM 
0.2  0.2  0 .2  

Po lymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0 .07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent   and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content   (%)  77.1  77.4  76 .7  
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d i sso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d i sso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.363  1.363  1.364 D 
Oxygen  pe rmea t ion  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  38.8  38>4  42>8 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  418  412  429 
Elongat ion  (%)  187  181  188 
Strength  index  (g-%/um)  196  186  201 
Dif fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04  (nu?)  1>?4  1>?9  1#Q5 

//  mltSTP)-cm2  ,  x  1Qll) 
^lcm3-sec-mmHg  /  / 

to 

5 



EP  0  332  179  B1 

Table  2  ( con t inued)  

Example  Mo.  4  5  6 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(par ts   by  90  90  90 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  4 
10  10  10 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.1  0.15  0 .2  

Polymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0 .07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content  (%)  77.4  76.7  76 .4  
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Ref rac t ive   index  (n20)  1.368  1.369  1.370 D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  40.7  42.6  39 .1  
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  402  445  475 
Elongat ion  (%)  206  211  215 
Strength  index  (g-%/um)  208  235  256 
Dif ference   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
K**11̂   (m*)  1.66  1.37  1 .14 

*1):  /  1  mlf  STP)  •  cm2  \  x  10111 
\  lcm3  •  s  ec  •  mmHg  / 

40 

45 

50 
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Table  2  ( con t inued)  

Example  No.  7  3  g 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  90  88  93.5 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Refe rence  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  3 
10  12  6 .5  

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.3  0.15  0.5 

Po lymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0.07 

Physical   Outer"  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   abso rp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent   and  parent  and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content   •(%)  75.6  74.4  77.9  
Boil ing  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.371  1.373  1.366 D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  38.8  37>2  41.6 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  481  494  394 
Elongat ion  (%)  196  178  219 
Strength   index  (g-%/um)  235  220  217 
Di f fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
mn0*  1.04  1.41  0.53 

*1):  l(  mlfSTP)-cm2  )  x  10ll) 
\>cm3-sec-mmfig  /  / 

K> 
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Table  2  ( con t inued)  

Example  No.  10  n   12 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(par ts   by  93  92  93 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  

Example  3  Example  2  Example  1 
7  8  7 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.2  0.2  0 .3  

Po lymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  "  0 .07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content   {%)  79.9  78.5  79.2  
Boil ing  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

dissolved  d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.362  1.365  1 .364 

Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  4g>1  45>?  46>? 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(g)  418  451  377 
Elongat ion   (%)  260  253  242 
St rength   index  (g-%/um)  273  286  230 
Di f fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04  <m'>  1.56  1.27  1.47 

'■Us  (  mllS-m-cmz  \  x  1011 
^icm3-sec-mmHg  j  ] 

□ 
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Table  2  ( con t inued)  

Example  No.  13  14  15 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  93.5  93  93 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Refe rence  

Example  2  Example  5  Example  4 
6.5  7  7 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.4  0.2  0 .3  

Polymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0.07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent   and  parent   and  parent  and 

co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content  (%)  78.9  80.3  79.5 
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d isso lved   d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.364  1.363  1.365 

D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  44.9  45.4  45.0 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  452  346  338 
Elongat ion  (%)  264  .  240  221 
Strength   index  (g-%/um)  301  208  187 
Dif fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04  (m/J  o.92  1.46  1.17 

*1):  />  mlfSTP)  •  cm2  \  x  1011 
\  \cm3-sec-mmHg  ' 

40 

45 

50 
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Table  2  ( con t inued)  

Example  No.  16  17  18 

5 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(par ts   by  93.5  93.5  93.5  
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  R e f e r e n c e  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  2 
6.5  6.5  6 .5  

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  .TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.2  0.25  0.3 

Po lymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 15  0.07  0.07  0.07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   abso rp t ion   of  water  parent   and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
20  Water  content   (%)  80.8  80.4  79.9  

Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 
d isso lved   d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  

Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 
d isso lved   d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  

25  Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n2Q)  1.363  1.363  1.364 0 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  47.9  47>7  47>2 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  

30  (9)  312  302  310 
Elongat ion   (%)  242  230  218 
St rength   index  (g-%/um)  189  174  169 
Di f fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  

35  KMn04  (nu?)  1>55  1^29 

»1):  /  ml(STP)-cm2  ]  x  10H 
\  *cm3-sec-mmHg  /  / 

to 
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Table  2  ( con t inued]  

Example  No.  19  20  21 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(par ts   by  92.5  93  93.75 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  2 
7.5  7  6 .25 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.2  0.25  0.4 

Po lymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0 .07 

Phys ica l   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   abso rp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent   and  parent   and 

co lo r l ess   c o l o r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content   (%)  79.8  80.0  79.5  
Boil ing  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

dissolved  d i sso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.364  1.364  1.365 

D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  43.4  46.6  44.3 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  316  301  321 
Elongat ion  (%)  218  219  216 
Strength   index  (g-%/um)  172  165  174 
Di f fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04  (m*)  1>24  1.25  0.85 

*1):  (  (  mlfSTP)-cm2  \  x  10l l \  
\  \cm3-sec-mmflg  1  / 

40 

45 

50 
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( N o t e )  

VAc:  V i n y l   a c e t a t e  

NISSO  B:  t r a d e n a m e :   NISSO  PB-3 ,   m a n u f a c t u r e d   b y  

N i p p o n   Soda  K a b u s h i k i   K a i s h a  

(A  c o m p o u n d   h a v i n g   the   f o r m u l a   I I I   w h e r e i n   e a c h   o f  

J?g  and  J?10  i s   a  h y d r o g e n   a t o m ,   e a c h   of   2?6,  R7  and  S8  

i s   -CH=CH2,  c  i s   1,  d  i s   0,  e  i s   1 , 0 0 0   and  f  i s   1 )  

NISSO  G:  t r a d e n a m e :   NISSO  PB-G,  m a n u f a c t u r e d   b y  

N i p p o n   Soda  K a b u s h i k i   K a i s h a  

(A  c o m p o u n d   h a v i n g   t he   f o r m u l a   I I I   w h e r e i n   e a c h   of  R< 

and  R1Q  i s   - f - C H 2   )  2  OH,  e a c h   of  Rg,  R?  and  R8  i s  

-CH=CH2,  c  i s   1,  d  i s   0,  e  i s   1 , 0 0 0   and  f  i s   1 )  

TRIAM:  D i e t h y l e n e   g l y c o l   d i a l l y l   e t h e r ,   t r a d e n a m e :  

TRIAM  501 ,   m a n u f a c t u r e d   by  Wako  J u n y a k u   K o g y o  

K a b u s h i k i   K a i s h a  

(A  c o m p o n d   h a v i n g   t he   f o r m u l a   II   w h e r e i n   e a c h   of  R6 

and  R7  i s   -CH2-CH=CH2,  b  is   2  and  a  i s   2 )  

V-65  :  A z o b i s d i m e t h y l v a l e r o n i t r i l e  

COMPARATIVE  EXAMPLES  1  to  9 

To  bring  the  composition  as  shown  in  Table  3,  the  respective  components  were  mixed  in  the  same 
nanner  as  in  Examples  1  to  21  and  polymerized,  test  specimens  were  cut  out  and  subjected  to 
saponification  and  elution  treatment.  Then,  various  physiological  properties  of  the  test  specimens  were 
neasured  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Examples  1  to  21  .  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  3. 

12 
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Table  3 

Example  No.  1  2  3 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  90  90  90 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  2 
10  10  10 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  -  AADA  AADA 
0.1  0 .2  

Polymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0 .07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content  (%)  79.1  79.0  78.9  
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d issolved  d isso lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Ref rac t ive   index  (n20)  1.358  1.358  1.359 

D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  43.  8  42.5  41.2  
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  300  315  319 
Elongat ion  (%)  195  202  200 
Strength  index  (g-%/um)  143  160  159 
Dif ference   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04"  (m*)  3.36  3.31  3.23 

(Note) 
*1):  I,  ml(STP)-cm2  )  x  1 0 l l \  

\\cra3-sec-mmHg  '  ; 
AADA:  D ia l ly l   a d i p a t e  
AMA:  Allyl  m e t h a c r y l a t e  
SADA:  D ia l ly l   s u c c i n a t e  
CATA:  T r i a l l y l   c y a n u l a t e  
MADA:  Dia l ly l   m a l e a t e  
DBAC:  Diethylene  glycol  b i s a l l y l c a r b o n a t e  

23 
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Table  3  ( con t inued )  

Example  No.  4  5  6 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  90  90  90 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Refe rence  

Example  2  Example  2  Example  2 
10  10  10 

Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  AADA  AMA  SADA 
0.3  0.2  0 .2  

Polymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 
0.07  0.07  0 .07 

Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent  and  parent  and 

co lo r l e s s   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content  (%)  78.7  78.9  79 .4  
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d isso lved   d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

d isso lved   d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  
Re f r ac t i ve   index  (n20)  1.359  1.363  1 .362 D 
Oxygen  pe rmea t ion  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  43.x  44.5  46.8  
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  328  405  386 
Elongat ion  (%)  199  222  223 
Strength  index  (g-%/um)  164  226  215 
Dif fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  of  
*UnOA  3.42  4.54  4.46 

(Note) 
*1):  //  ml(STP)-cm2  j  x  1Qll |  

40  I  lcm3-sec-mmHg  '  / 
AADA:  D ia l ly l   a d i p a t e  
AMA:  Allyl   m e t h a c r y l a t e  
SADA:  D ia l l y l   s u c c i n a t e  
CAT  A:  T r i a l l y l   c y a n u l a t e  

45  MAD  A:  D ia l l y l   m a l e a t e  
DBAC:  Diethylene  glycol  b i s a l l y l c a r b o n a t e  

24 
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Table  3  ( con t inued)  

Example  No.  7  8  9 
5 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc  VAc 
(parts   by  90  90  90 

70  weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  Reference  Re fe rence  
Example  2  Example  2  Example  2 

10  10  10 
Cross  l inking  agent  (C)  CATA  MADA  DBAC 

0.2  0.2  0 .2  
75  Polymer iza t ion   i n i t i a t o r   V-65  V-65  V-65 

0.07  0.07  0.07 
Physical   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   absorp t ion   of  water  parent  and  parent  and  parent   and 

co lo r l ess   co lo r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  20  Water  content  {%)  78.8  79.0  79.5  
Boiling  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

dissolved  d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not  Not 

dissolved  d issolved  d i s s o l v e d  25  Re f rac t ive   index  (n20)  1.364  1.363  1 .359 

Oxygen  pe rmea t ion  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  43>5  44>9  46>6 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  

30  (9)  439  430  333 
Elongat ion  (%)  226  225  21Q 
Strength  index  (g-%/pm)  247  242  175 
Dif ference   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  of  
^ 4   <»'>  4.19  4.10  3.74 

(Note) 
*1):  //  ml(STP)-cm2  1  x  1 0 l l \  

\lcm3-sec-mmHg  '  / 10  AADA:  D ia l ly l   a d i p a t e  
AMA:  Allyl  m e t h a c r y l a t e  
SADA:  Dia l ly l   s u c c i n a t e  
CATA:  T r i a l l y l   c y a n u l a t e  
MADA:  D ia l ly l   m a l e a t e  

t5  DBAC:  Diethylene  glycol  b i s a l l y l c a r b o n a t e  

The  above  results  show  that  in  Examples  1  to  21  of  the  present  invention,  the  differences  in  the  amount 
of  consumption  of  potassium  permanganate  were  at  most  2.0  ml  whereas  those  in  Comparative  Examples 

;o  1  to  9  were  at  least  3.0  ml. 
Thus,  it  is  evident  that  the  amount  of  the  eluted  substances  is  small  with  the  materials  obtained  in 

Examples  1  to  21  of  the  present  invention,  as  compared  with  the  materials  obtained  in  Comparative 
Examples  1  to  9. 

Further,  it  is  evident  that  the  materials  obtained  in  Examples  1  to  21  of  the  present  invention  are 
>5  superior  to  the  material  obtained  in  Reference  Example  1  using  no  cross  linking  agent  in  the  penetration 

resistance,  the  elongation  and  the  strength  index. 

!5 
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EXAMPLES  22  and  23 

A  single-faced  mold  having  an  outer  teflon  frame  attached  to  a  casting  mold  having  a  surface 
corresponding  to  the  shape  of  the  inner  surface  of  a  contact  lens  was  prepared. 

5  7  parts  by  weight  of  the  polymer  (A)  obtained  in  Reference  Example  2,  0.5  part  by  weight  of  the  cross 
linking  agent  and  93  parts  by  weight  of  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  were  dissolved  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
Example  1  to  obtain  the  composition  as  identified  in  Table  4,  and  0.1  part  by  weight  of  a  photo 
polymerization  initiator  was  added  and  dissolved  therein  to  obtain  a  solution.  The  solution  was  injected  into 
the  single-faced  mold. 

io  Then,  the  single-faced  mold  was  covered  with  a  glass  plate,  and  the  single-faced  mold  and  the  glass 
plate  were  fixed  by  a  clip. 

The  mold  was  transferred  to  a  circulating  drier,  and  an  ultraviolet  ray  was  irradiated  at  40  °  C  for  4  hours 
by  an  ultraviolet  fluorescense  lamp  to  polymerize  the  solution.  Then,  the  glass  plate  and  the  outer  frame 
were  removed,  and  to  shape  the  outer  surface  of  the  contact  lens,  cutting  was  applied  to  the  copolymer  to 

is  obtain  a  copolymer  product  having  a  shape  of  a  contact  lens. 
Then,  the  copolymer  product  was  immersed  in  a  methanol  solution  of  0.25  N  sodium  hydroxide  for  2 

hours  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Example  1  for  the  saponification  treatment,  washed  with  the  water  and 
subjected  to  the  boiling  treatment  to  obtain  a  water-absorptive  contact  lens. 

Various  physical  properties  of  the  water-absorptive  contact  lens  thereby  obtained  were  measured  in  the 
20  same  manner  as  in  Example  1  .  The  results  are  shown  in  Table  4. 

26 
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Table  4 

Example  No.  22  23 

Components  Monomer  (B)  VAc  VAc 
(par t s   by  93  92 
weight)  Polymer  (A)  Reference  R e f e r e n c e  

Example  2  Example  2 
7  8 

Cross  l ink ing   agent  (C)  TRIAM  TRIAM 
0.5  0 .4  

Po lymer i za t ion   i n i t i a t o r   Drc  Drc 
0.1  0 .1  

Phys ica l   Outer  appearance  upon  Trans-  T r a n s -  
p r o p e r t i e s   ab so rp t i on   of  water  parent  and  parent   and 

c o l o r l e s s   c o l o r l e s s  
Water  content   (%)  79.6  79 .3  
Boil ing  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not 

d i s so lved   d i s s o l v e d  
Solvent  r e s i s t a n c e   Not  Not 

d i s so lved   d i s s o l v e d  
R e f r a c t i v e   index  (n20)  1.365  1 .365  D 
Oxygen  p e r m e a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t   *1  47#1  46>5 
P e n e t r a t i o n   r e s i s t a n c e  
(9)  386  320 
Elonga t ion   {%)  228  198 
St rength   index  (g-%/um)  224  153 
Di f fe rence   in  the  amount 
of  the  consumption  o f  
KMn04  (ml)  1>10  1>30 

(Note)  
40  (/  ml(STP)-cm2  \  x  10 l l ]  

^\cm3-sec-ramflg  /  / 
Dr  c  :  2 - h y d r o x y - 2 - m e t h y l - l - p h e n y l p r o p a n - l - o n e  
( tradename:  Darocur  1173,  manufactured  by 
Merk  Co.,  L t d . )  

45 
These  results  show  that  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  shaped  into  contact  lenses  by 

the  combination  of  the  molding  method  and  the  mechanical  processing  was  not  inferior  to  the  materials 
obtained  in  Examples  1  to  21  (mechanical  processing  method)  in  the  physical  properties. 

The  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention,  contains  no  substantial 
50  amount  of  a  polymer  not  bonded  to  the  polymer  consisting  the  lens  material.  Therefore,  the  amount  of  the 

eluted  substances  is  extremely  small,  and  the  post  treatment  such  as  the  boiling  treatment  of  such  lens 
material  can  be  completed  in  an  extremely  short  period  of  time.  Thus,  the  lens  material  of  the  present 
invention  easily  passes  the  elution  test  stipulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Welfare  in  Japan. 

Further,  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention  has  the  water  content 
55  at  a  high  level  of  from  about  70  to  about  80%.  Therefore,  upon  absorption  of  water,  the  lens  material 

exhibits  excellent  gas  permeability  by  means  of  the  absorbed  water. 
Furthermore,  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of  the  present  invention  is  reinforced  by 

the  polymer  (A),  and  partly  chemically  cross-linked  by  the  polymer  (A),  and  yet,  it  is  cross-linked  by  the 

27 
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cross  linking  agent.  Therefore,  although  the  water  content  of  the  material  is  high,  it  is  excellent  in  the 
durability  such  as  the  demensional  stability,  the  boiling  resistance  or  the  solvent  resistance  and  further  has 
improved  mechanical  strength. 

Further,  a  macro  phase-separation  does  not  occur  in  the  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  of 
the  present  invention,  and  it  is  a  transparent  material  and  is  excellent  in  the  compatibility  with  a  living  body. 
Therefore,  it  can  preferably  be  used  as  an  ocular  lens  material  which  is  directly  contacted  with  a  living 
body,  such  as  a  contact  lens,  intraocular  lens  or  artificial  cornea. 

Claims 

1.  A  highly  water-absorptive  ocular  lens  material  obtained  by  saponification  for  hydrophilic  treatment  of  a 
copolymer  composed  essentially  of: 

(A)  from  2  to  30  parts  by  weight  of  a  (meth)acrylate  polymer  having  at  least  one  polymerizable 
group  per  molecule  on  an  average  obtained  by  copolymerizing  (a)  an  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer 

is  and  (b)  a  monomer  having  at  least  two  polymerizable  groups  per  molecule,  as  the  main  compo- 
nents; 
(B)  from  70  to  98%  by  weight  of  a  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester;  and 
(C)  from  0.02  to  3.0  parts  by  weight  of  a  cross  linking  agent, 

provided  that  the  total  amount  of  polymer  (A)  and  monomer  (B)  is  100  parts  by  weight. 

The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the  cross  linking  agent  is  a  compound  of  the 
formula: 

R 6 - ^ ° - t C H 2 ? T 7 b - 0 - R 7   ( I I )  

wherein  each  of  Rg  and  R7  which  may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  -CH  =  CH2  or  -CH2-CH  =  CH2,  and 
each  of  a  and  b  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  5,  provided  that  when  a  is  0,  b  is  0;  or  the  formula: 

R 9 - C H ^ C H 2 t 7 f C H 2 C H 2 ^   CH2-CH  ) ^   CH2  tf<j:H-R10 

Rg  R7  Rg  ( I I I )  

wherein  Rg  and  R7  are  as  defined  above,  Rs  is  -CH  =  CH2  or  -CH2-CH  =  CH2,  each  of  Rg  and  R10  which 
may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  a  hydrogen  atom,  -CH3, 

- f C H ^ O H  

wherein  g  is  an  integer  of  from  1  to  5, 

- f C H 2 C H 2 0 - 7 i r R 1 1  

herein  Ri  1  is  a  hydrogen  atom  or  -CH3,  and  h  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  12,  or  -COOR1  1  wherein  Ri  1  is 
50  as  defined  above,  c  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  3,  d  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  500,  e  is  an  integer  of  from 

0  to  10,000,  and  f  is  an  integer  of  from  0  to  3. 

3.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer  (a)  is  at  least 
one  member  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  methyl  (meth)acrylate,  ethyl  (meth)acrylate,  propyl 

55  (meth)acrylate,  butyl  (meth)acrylate,  pentyl  (meth)acrylate,  hexyl  (meth)acrylate,  dodecyl  (meth)- 
acrylate,  cyclohexyl  (meth)acrylate,  trifluoroethyl  (meth)acrylate,  pentafluoroisopropyl  (meth)acrylate 
and  hexafluoroisopropyl  (meth)acrylate. 

28 



EP  0  332  179  B1 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  monomer  (b)  is  at  least  one  member 
selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  allyl  (meth)acrylate,  vinyl  (meth)acrylate,  ethylene  glycol  di- 
(meth)acrylate,  diethylene  glycol  di(meth)acrylate,  triethylene  glycol  di(meth)acrylate  and  dipropylene 
glycol  di(meth)acrylate. 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  (meth)acrylate  polymer  (A)  has  (c)  a 
hydrophilic  group-containing  (meth)acrylate  monomer  copolymerized  with  the  monomers  (a)  and  (b). 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  5,  wherein  the  (meth)acrylate  monomer  (c)  has  a 
hydrophilic  group  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  an  alkoxypolyalkylene  glycol  residue,  an  amido 
group,  an  N-substituted  amido  group,  an  amino  group,  an  N-substituted  amino  group,  a  carboxyl  group, 
a  hydroxyl  group  and  a  polyalkylene  glycol  residue. 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  (meth)acrylate  polymer  (A)  is  obtained  by 
copolymerizing  from  65  to  99.95  mol  parts  of  the  alkyl  (meth)acrylate  monomer  (a),  from  0.05  to  5  mol 
parts  of  the  monomer  (b)  and  from  0  to  30  mol  parts  of  (c)  a  hydrophilic  group-containing  (meth)- 
acrylate  monomer. 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  (meth)acrylate  polymer  (A)  has  a  number 
average  molecular  weigth  of  from  about  5,000  to  about  200,000. 

.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  (meth)acrylate  polymer  (A)  has  a  number 
average  molecular  weight  of  from  10,000  to  100,000  and  contains  from  1  to  5  polymerizable  groups  per 
molecule  on  an  average. 

0.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  the  polymer  (A)  has  the  formula: 

•  C H - - C   ̂ i ■CH2-C 

c = o  
I 

0  
I 

R ,  4  —  ' 

C = 0  
I 

0  
I 

A 

CH2-C 

C=0 
I 

Rr- 5  — 

(  I  ) 

wherein  each  of  Ri  ,  R2  and  R3  which  may  be  the  same  or  different,  is  a  hydrogen  atom  or  a  methyl 
group,  R4  is  an  alkyl  group,  A  is  a  polymerizable  group  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  an  allyl 
group,  a  vinyl  group  and  a  (meth)acryloyl  group,  R5  is  a  hydrophilic  group,  and  p,  q  and  r  are  integers 
satisfying  0.002   ̂ q/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0.05  and  0   ̂ r/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0.03. 

1.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1,  wherein  the  fatty  acid  vinyl  ester  (B)  is  at  least  one 
member  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  vinyl  formate,  vinyl  acetate,  vinyl  propionate,  vinyl 
butyrate,  vinyl  stearate,  vinyl  monochloroacetate,  vinyl  trifluoroacetate  and  vinyl  trichloroacetate. 

2.  The  ocular  lens  material  according  to  Claim  1  ,  wherein  a  part  of  the  monomer  (B)  is  substituted  by  (D) 
at  least  one  hydrophilic  monomer  selected  from  the  group  consisting  of  a  polymerizable  group- 
containing  lactam,  an  alkoxypolyalkylene  glycol  mono(meth)acrylate,  a  (meth)acrylamide,  an  N-mono- 
substituted  (meth)acrylamide,  an  N,N-disubstituted  (meth)acrylamide,  a  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine,  an 
N-mono-substituted  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine,  an  N,N-disubstituted  (meth)acryloyloxy  alkylamine, 
(meth)acrylic  acid  and  a  hydroxyl  group-containing  (meth)acrylate. 
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13.  A  contact  lens  made  of  the  ocular  lens  material  as  defined  in  Claim  1. 

Patentanspruche 

5  1.  Stark  wasserabsorbierendes  Okularlinsen-Material,  erhalten  durch  Verseifung  zur  hydrophilen  Behand- 
lung  eines  Copolymers,  das  im  wesentlichen  zusammengesetzt  ist  aus: 

(A)  von  2  bis  30  Gewichtsteilen  eines  (Meth)acrylat-Polymers  mit  im  Mittel  mindestens  einer 
polymerisierbaren  Gruppe  pro  Molekul,  erhalten  durch  Copolymerisieren  von  (a)  einem  Alkyl(meth)- 
acrylat-Monomer  und  (b)  einem  Monomers  mit  mindestens  zwei  polymerisierbaren  Gruppen  pro 

io  Molekul  als  den  Hauptkomponenten; 
(B)  von  70  bis  98  Gew.-%  eines  Fettsaure-Vinylesters  und 
(C)  von  0,02  bis  3,0  Gewichtsteilen  eines  Vernetzungsmittels, 

unter  der  Bedingung,  dal3  die  Gesamtmenge  aus  Polymer  (A)und  Monomer  (B)  100  Gewichtsteile 
betragt. 

15 
2.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  worin  das  Vernetzungsmittel  eine  Verbindung  der  Formel  ist: 

R6—  f O - t C H 2 7 T 7 ¥ - 0 - R 7   H I )  
20 

worin  jedes  Rg  und  R7,  die  gleich  oder  verschieden  sein  konnen,  -CH  =  CH2  oder  -CH2-CH  =  CH2  ist 
und  jedes  von  a  und  b  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis  5  ist,  unter  der  Bedingung,  dal3,  wenn  a  gleich  0  ist,  b 
gleich  0  ist,  oder  der  Formel: 

25 

R g - C H ^ C H 2 ^ C H 2 C H 2 i ^ C H 2 - C H ^ C H 2 t f < i : H - R 1 0   
( H I )  

R6  R7  Rg 
30 

worin  Rg  und  R7  die  oben  genannte  Bedeutung  haben,  Rs  -CH  =  CH2  oder  -CH2-CH  =  CH2  ist,  jedes 
von  Rg  und  R10,  die  gleich  oder  verschieden  sein  konnen,  ein  Wasserstoffatom,  -CH3,  -(-CH2-)g-OH, 
worin  g  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  1  bis  5  ist,  -(-CH2CH20-)h-Ri  1  ,  worin  Rn  ein  Wasserstoffatom  oder  -CH3 

35  ist  und  h  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis  12  ist  oder  -COORn  ist,  worin  Rn  die  oben  genannte  Bedeutung 
hat,  c  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis  3  ist,  d  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis  500  ist,  e  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis 
10.000  ist  und  f  eine  ganze  Zahl  von  0  bis  3  ist. 

3.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  worin  das  Alkyl(meth)acrylat-Monomer  (a)  mindestens  eines  ist, 
40  ausgewahlt  aus  der  Gruppe  bestehend  aus  Methyl(meth)acrylat,  Ethyl(meth)acrylat,  Propyl(meth)- 

acrylat,  Butyl(meth)acrylat,  Pentyl(meth)acrylat,  Hexyl(meth)acrylat,  Dodecyl(meth)acrylat,  Cyclohexyl- 
(meth)acrylat,  Trifluorethyl(meth)acrylat,  Pentafluorisopropyl(meth)acrylat  und  Hexafluorisopropyl(meth)- 
acrylat. 

45  4.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1,  worin  das  Monomer  (b)  mindestens  eines  ist,  ausgewahlt  aus 
der  Gruppe  bestehend  aus  Allyl(meth)acrylat,  Vinyl(meth)acrylat,  Ethylenglykoldi(meth)acrylat, 
Diethylenglykoldi(meth)acrylat,  Triethylenglykoldi(meth)acrylat  und  Dipropylenglykoldi(meth)acrylat. 

5.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  worin  das  (Meth)acrylat-Polymer  (A)  (c),  ein  mit  den  Monome- 
50  ren  (a)  und  (b)  copolymerisiertes  (Meth)acrylat-Monomer  mit  hydrophiler  Gruppe,  aufweist. 

6.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  5,  worin  das  (Meth)acrylat-Monomer  (c)  eine  hydrophile  Gruppe 
aufweist,  ausgewahlt  aus  der  Gruppe  bestehend  aus  einem  Alkoxypolyalkylenglykol-Rest,  einer  Amido- 
gruppe,  einer  N-substituierten  Amidogruppe,  einer  Aminogruppe,  einer  N-substituierten  Aminogruppe, 

55  einer  Carboxylgruppe,  einer  Hydroxylgruppe  und  einem  Polyalkylenglykol-Rest. 

7.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  worin  das  (Meth)acrylat-Polymer  (A)  erhalten  ist  durch  Copoly- 
merisieren  von  65  bis  99,95  Molteilen  des  Alkyl(meth)acrylat-Monomers  (a),  von  0,05  bis  5  Molteilen 
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des  Monomers  (b)  und  von  0  bis  30  Molteilen  von  (c),  einem  (Meth)acrylat-Monomer  mit  hydrophiler 
Gruppe. 

8.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1  ,  worin  das  (Meth)acrylat-Polymer  ein  Zahlenmittel  des  Moleku- 
largewichtes  von  etwa  5.000  bis  etwa  200.000  hat. 

9.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1,  worin  das  (Meth)acrylat-Polymer  (A)  ein  Zahlenmittel  des 
Molekulargewichtes  von  10.000  bis  100.000  aufweist  und  es  im  Mittel  von  1  bis  5  polymerisierbare 
Gruppen  pro  Molekul  enthalt. 

10.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1,  worin  das  Polymer  (A)  die  Formel  aufweist: 

15 

20 

C H - - C   ̂ i 
c = o  
I 

0  
I 

R4  J p  

■CH--C I  i 
c = o  
I 

0  
I 

A 

" T C H 2 ~ ( f  

C=0  
I 

Re 5 

25  worin  jedes  von  Ri  ,  R2  und  R3,  die  gleich  oder  verschieden  sein  konnen,  ein  Wasserstoffatom  oder 
eine  Methylgruppe  ist,  R+  eine  Alkylgruppe  ist,  A  eine  polymerisierbare  Gruppe  ist,  ausgewahlt  aus  der 
Gruppe  bestehend  aus  einer  Allylgruppe,  einer  Vinylgruppe  und  einer  (Meth)acryloylgruppe,  R5  eine 
hydrophile  Gruppe  ist  und  p,  q  und  r  ganze  Zahlen  sind,  die  die  Bedingungen  0,002   ̂ q/(p  +  q  +  r)  ^ 
0,05  und  0   ̂ r/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0,03  erfullen. 

30 
11.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1,  worin  der  Fettsaure-Vinylester  (B)  mindestens  einer  ist,  ausge- 

wahlt  aus  der  Gruppe  bestehend  aus  Vinylformiat,  Vinylacetat,  Vinylpropionat,  Vinylbutyrat,  Vinylstea- 
rat,  Vinylmonochloracetat,  Vinyltrifluoracetat  und  Vinyltrichloracetat. 

35  12.  Okularlinsen-Material  nach  Anspruch  1,  worin  ein  Teil  des  Monomers  (B)  durch  (D)  substituiert  ist, 
mindestens  einem  hydrophilen  Monomer,  ausgewahlt  aus  der  Gruppe  bestehend  aus  einem  Lactam  mit 
polymerisierbarer  Gruppe,  einem  Alkoxypolyalkylenglykolmono(meth)acrylat,  einem  (Meth)acrylamid, 
einem  N-monosubstituierten  (Meth)acrylamid,  einem  N,N-disubstituierten  (Meth)acrylamid,  einem 
(Meth)acryloyloxyalkylamin,  einem  N-monosubstituierten  (Meth)acryloyloxyalkylamin,  einem  N,N-disub- 

40  stituierten  (Meth)acryloyloxyalkylamin,  (Meth)acrylsaure  und  einem  Hydroxylgruppen  enthaltenden 
(Meth)acrylat. 

13.  Eine  Kontaktlinse,  hergestellt  aus  Okularlinsen-Material  wie  in  Anspruch  1  definiert. 

45  Revendicatlons 

1.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  a  grand  pouvoir  d'absorption  de  I'eau,  obtenu  par  saponification,  pour 
traitement  hydrophile,  d'un  copolymere  constitue  essentiellement  : 

(A)  de  2  a  30  parties  en  poids  d'un  polymere  de  (meth)acrylate,  ayant  en  moyenne  au  moins  un 
50  groupe  polymerisable  par  molecule,  obtenu  par  copolymerisation,  a  titre  de  composants  principaux, 

(a)  d'un  (meth)acrylate  d'alkyle  monomere  et  (b)  d'un  monomere  ayant  au  moins  deux  groupes  a 
polymerisables  par  molecule  ; 
(B)  de  70  a  98  %  en  poids  d'un  ester  vinylique  d'un  acide  gras  ;  et 
(C)  de  0,02  a  3,0  parties  en  poids  d'un  agent  de  reticulation, 

55  la  quantite  totale  du  polymere  (A)  et  du  monomere  (B)  etant  de  100  parties  en  poids. 

2.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  I'agent  de  reticulation  est  un 
compose  de  formule  : 
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R 6 - ^ 0 - e C H 2   ).  )„  0-R7  ( H )  

dans  laquelle  chacun  des  radicaux  Rg  et  R7,  qui  peuvent  etre  identiques  ou  differents,  est  -CH  =  CH2 
ou  -CH2-CH  =  CH2,  et  chacun  des  indices  a  et  b  est  un  entier  de  0  a  5,  sous  reserve  que,  quand  a  vaut 
0,  b  vaut  0  ;  ou  de  formule  : 

R g - C H ^ C H 2 ^ C H 2 C H 2 ^ C K 2 - C H ^ C H 2 t T C H - R 1 0  

R6  R7  R8 

15 

O H )  

20  dans  laquelle  Rg  et  R7  sont  tels  que  definis  ci-dessus,  Rs  est  -CH  =  CH2  ou  -CH2-CH  =  CH2,  chacun 
des  radicaux  Rg  et  R10,  qui  peuvent  etre  identiques  ou  differents,  est  un  atome  d'hydrogene,  -CH3, 

- ( C H ^ O H  

25 
ou  g  est  un  entier  de  1  a  5, 

- ^ ■ C H j C M j O ^ - R h  

30 
ou  R11  est  un  atome  d'hydrogene  ou  -CH3,  et  h  est  un  entier  de  0  a  12,  ou  encore  -COORn  ou  Rn 
est  tel  que  defini  ci-dessus,  c  est  un  entier  de  0  a  3,  d  est  un  entier  de  0  a  500,  e  est  un  entier  de  0  a 
10.000,  et  f  est  entier  de  0  a  3. 

35  3.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  le  (meth)acrylate  d'alkyle  monomere 
(a)  est  au  moins  un  element  choisi  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  le  (meth)acrylate  de  methyle,  le 
(meth)acrylate  d'ethyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  propyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  butyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de 
pentyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  d'hexyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  dodecyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  cyclohexyle,  le 
(meth)acrylate  de  trifluorethyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  pentafluoroisopropyle  et  le  (meth)acrylate  d'hexa- 

40  fluoroisopropyle. 

4.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  le  monomere  (b)  est  au  moins  un 
element  choisi  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  le  (meth)acrylate  d'allyle,  le  (meth)acrylate  de  vinyle,  le 
di(meth)acrylate  d'ethyleneglycol,  le  di(meth)acrylate  de  diethyleneglycol,  le  di(meth)acrylate  de  triethy- 

45  leneglycol  et  le  di(meth)acrylate  de  dipropyleneglycol. 

5.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  le  polymere  de  (meth)acrylate  (A) 
comprend  (c)  un  (meth)acrylate  monomere  contenant  un  groupe  hydrophile,  copolymerise  avec  les 
monomeres  (a)  et  (b). 

Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  5,  dans  lequel  le  (meth)acrylate  monomere  (c) 
possede  un  groupe  hydrophile  choisi  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  un  residu  d'alcoxypolyalkylenegly- 
col,  un  groupe  amido,  un  groupe  amido  N-substitue,  un  groupe  amino,  un  groupe  amino  N-substitue, 
un  groupe  carboxyle,  un  groupe  hydroxyle  et  un  residu  de  polyalkyleneglycol. 

Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  le  polymere  de  (meth)acrylate  (A) 
est  obtenu  par  copolymerisation  de  65  a  99,95  parties  en  moles  du  (meth)acrylate  d'alkyle  monomere 
(a),  de  0,05  a  5  parties  en  moles  du  monomere  (b)  et  de  0  a  30  parties  en  moles  de  (c)  un  (meth)- 
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acrylate  monomere  contenant  un  groupe  hydrophile. 

8.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  le  polymere  de  (meth)acrylate  (A)  a 
une  masse  moleculaire  moyenne  en  nombre  d'environ  5.000  a  environ  200.000. 

5 
9.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  dans  lequel  le  polymere  de  (meth)acrylate  (A)  a 

une  masse  moleculaire  moyenne  en  nombre  de  10.000  a  100.000  et  contient  en  moyenne  de  1  a  5 
groupes  polymerisables  par  molecule. 

70  10.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  le  polymere  (A)  a  la  formule 
suivante  : 

C H - - C  

C = 0  
I 

0  
I 

J P  

c = o  
I 

0  
I 
A 

—  f C H - - C  

c = o  
I 

R r  5 

25 
( I )  

dans  laquelle  chacun  des  radicaux  Ri  ,  R2  et  R3,  qui  peuvent  etre  identiques  ou  differents,  est  un  atome 
d'hydrogene  ou  un  groupe  methyle,  R+  est  un  groupe  alkyle,  A  est  un  groupe  polymerisable  choisi 

30  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  une  groupe  allyle,  un  groupe  vinyle  et  un  groupe  (meth)acryloyle,  R5 
est  un  groupe  hydrophile,  et  p,  q  et  r  sont  des  entiers  satisfaisants  aux  conditions  suivantes  :  0,002  ^ 
q/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0,05  et  0   ̂ r/(p  +  q  +  r)   ̂ 0,03. 

11.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  Tester  vinylique  d'acide  gras  (B)  est 
35  au  moins  un  element  choisi  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  le  formiate  de  vinyle,  I'acetate  de  vinyle,  le 

propionate  de  vinyle,  le  butyrate  de  vinyle,  le  stearate  de  vinyle,  le  monochloracetate  de  vinyle,  le 
trifluoroacetate  de  vinyle  et  le  trichloracetate  de  vinyle. 

12.  Materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1,  dans  lequel  une  partie  du  monomere  (B)  est 
40  remplacee  par  (D)  au  moins  un  monomere  hydrophile  choisi  parmi  I'ensemble  constitue  par  un  lactame 

contenant  un  groupe  polymerisable,  un  mono(meth)acrylate  d'alcoxypolyalkyleneglycol,  un  (meth)- 
acrylamide,  un  (meth)acrylamide  N-monosubstitue,  un  (meth)acrylamide  N,N-disubstitue,  une  (meth)- 
acryloyloxyalkylamine,  une  (meth)acryloyloxyalkylamine  N-monosubstituee,  une  (meth)- 
acryloyloxyalkylamine  N,N-disubstituee,  I'acide  (meth)acrylique  et  un  (meth)acrylate  contenant  un 

45  groupe  hydroxyle. 

13.  Lentille  de  contact,  obtenue  a  partir  du  materiau  pour  lentille  oculaire  selon  la  revendication  1. 
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