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(54) METHOD FOR IMPROVED UTILIZATION OF ENERGY GRIDS

(57) A local heating system is presented. The local
heating system comprising: a first heat source (10) con-
nectable to a heating grid (110) and arranged to extract
heat from the heating grid (110); a second heat source
(20) connectable to an electrical energy grid (120) and
to transform electricity feed through the electrical energy
grid (120) into heat; a heat emitting device (30); a distri-

bution system (40) for circulating heat transfer fluid be-
tween the heat emitting device (30) and the first and sec-
ond heat sources (10, 20); and a controller (50) config-
ured to control the first and second heat source’s (10,
20) relative outtake of heat from the heating grid (110)
and the electrical energy grid (120), respectively.
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Description

Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to a method of
controlling a local heating system comprising a first heat
source connected to a heating grid and a second heat
source connected to an electrical energy grid.

Background

[0002] Nearly all large developed cities in the world
have at least two types of energy distribution grids incor-
porated in their infrastructures: one grid for providing
heating and one grid for providing electricity. The grid for
providing heating may e.g. be used for providing comfort
and/or process heating, and/or hot tap water preparation.
The grid for providing electricity may be used for providing
power to household appliances, electric cars, lighting de-
vices, etc.
[0003] A common grid for providing heating is a gas
grid providing a burnable gas, typically a fossil fuel gas.
The gas provided by the gas grid is locally burned at a
building for providing comfort and/or process heating,
and/or hot tap water preparation. An alternative grid for
providing heating is a district heating grid. The district
heating grid is used for providing heated heat transfer
liquid, typically in the form of water, to buildings of the
city. A centrally placed heating and pumping plant is used
for heating and distributing the heat transfer liquid. The
heat transfer liquid is delivered to buildings of the city via
one or more feed conduits and is returned to the heating
and pumping plant via one or more return conduits. Lo-
cally at a building heat from the heat transfer liquid is
extracted via a heat exchanger to a local heating system.
Further alternative, electrical energy of the electrical en-
ergy grid may be used for heating. The electrical energy
may e.g. be used for heating tap water or for heating local
heat transfer liquid used for comfort and/or process heat-
ing.
[0004] The use of energy for heating is steadily in-
creasing influencing the environment negatively. By im-
proving utilization of the energy distributed in the energy
distribution grids, negative influences on the environment
may be reduced. Hence, there is a need for improving
utilization of the energy distributed in energy distribution
grids.

Summary of invention

[0005] It is an object of the invention to mitigate the
above mentioned drawbacks by improving utilization of
a plurality of energy grids.
[0006] According to a first aspect, this object has been
achieved by a method for controlling a primary local heat-
ing system. The primary local heating system comprising
a first heat source connectable to a heating grid, a second
heat source connectable to an electrical energy grid, one

or more heat emitting devices for providing comfort heat-
ing, and a distribution system for circulating heat transfer
fluid between said one or more heat emitting devices and
the first and second heat sources. Upon operating the
present method, the first heat source is connected to the
heating grid and the second heat source is connected to
the electrical energy grid. The method comprises deter-
mining a temporally resolved heating control parameter
indicating a temporally resolved overall heating con-
sumption need of a plurality of local heating systems,
connected to the heating grid, in relation to a temporally
resolved overall available heating capacity of the heating
grid. The method further comprises determining a tem-
porally resolved electric power control parameter indicat-
ing a temporally resolved overall electric power need in
relation to a temporally resolved overall available electric
power of the electrical energy grid to which the second
heat source is connected. Also, the method comprises
controlling, based on a comparison of the temporally re-
solved heating control parameter and the temporally re-
solved electric power control parameter, a relative out-
take of heat from the first and second heat sources. The
relative outtake is controlled such that the temporally re-
solved heating control parameter times the outtake of
heat from the first heat source, plus the temporally re-
solved electric power control parameter times the outtake
of heat from the second heat source, is optimized.
[0007] The temporally resolved overall heating con-
sumption need may be predicted by collecting historical
data from properties consuming heat. The historical data
may be attributed with time data, such as time of day and
day of year. The historical data may further be attributed
with weather data, such as wind properties, rainfall,
snowfall, outdoor temperature, outdoor humidity etc. The
temporally resolved overall heating consumption need
may then be predicted from the historical data, time data,
and/or weather forecast data. In addition, data related to
the different properties consuming heat may be used in
order to predict the temporally resolved overall heating
consumption need.
[0008] The temporally resolved overall electric power
need may be predicted by collecting historical data from
electricity consumers. The historical data may be attrib-
uted with time data, such as time of day and day of year.
The historical data may further be attributed with weather
data, such as wind properties, rainfall, snowfall, outdoor
temperature, outdoor humidity etc. The temporally re-
solved overall electric power need may then be predicted
from the historical data, time data, and/or weather fore-
cast data.
[0009] Each of the plurality of local heating systems
comprises a heat source connectable to the heating grid,
one or more heat emitting devices for providing comfort
heating, and a distribution system for circulating heat
transfer fluid between said one or more heat emitting
devices and the heat source. The plurality of local heating
systems may comprise the primary local heating system.
[0010] It should be understood that the input of energy,
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deliverance efficiency and/or capacity of the heating grid
and the electrical energy grid, respectively, varies over
time.
[0011] For example, temporal variations in overall
available electric power of the electrical energy grid may
be due to temporary use of extra energy production
plants, and/or due to use of electricity production plants
which production varies over time, such as solar power,
wind power, and/or tidal power. The use of electricity pro-
duction plants which production varies over time is bound
to increase in the future. Also, variations may be due to
variations in water levels in the water reservoirs of hy-
droelectric plants. Further, overall available electric pow-
er may vary due to damages to the electrical energy grid
or shut downs at power plants feeding the electrical en-
ergy grid.
[0012] Similarly, the overall available heating capacity
of the heating grid may vary over time. This due to tem-
porary use of extra energy production plants feeding the
heating grid, due to increase of availability of geothermal
energy feeding the heating grid, or due to of excess in
material for combustion in a combustion power plant
used to feed the heating grid. Further, overall available
heating capacity of the heating grid may vary over time
due to damages to the heating grid or shut downs of one
or more power plants feeding the heating grid.
[0013] The overall heating consumption need may
vary over time. Factors influencing the overall heating
consumption need comprises cold outdoor temperature,
wind conditions, occupancy of buildings in which the local
heating systems delivers comfort heating, radiation from
the sun, time of day, day of week and/or time of year. For
example, the overall heating consumption need may de-
crease during periods with no wind and/or with relatively
high outdoor temperatures. According to a further exam-
ple, the overall heating consumption need may decrease
or during weekends when some office buildings are con-
trolled for lower indoor temperature. According to yet an-
other example, the overall heating consumption need
may increase during periods with windy conditions and/or
with relatively low outdoor temperatures.
[0014] The overall electric power need may vary over
time. Factors influencing the overall electric power need
comprises outdoor temperatures, wind conditions, occu-
pancy of buildings in which the electrical energy grid de-
livers electrical power, radiation from the sun, time of day,
day of week and/or time of year.
[0015] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may indicate a temporally resolved relation between
supply and demand of heating energy, giving a ’virtual
cost’ of consuming an amount of capacity of the heating
grid.
[0016] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may indicate a temporally resolved relation
between supply and demand of electric power, giving a
’virtual cost’ of consuming an amount of capacity of the
electrical energy grid.
[0017] The heating and energy power control param-

eters may be normalized to a common scale. Thus, they
can more easily be compared to each other.
[0018] By introducing the heating and energy power
control parameters and determining values thereof and
then control the relative outtake of heat from the first and
second heat sources based on these values, it is possible
to compensate for imbalances between overall needs
compared to overall available capacity/power. If there,
e.g., is a comparably high overall demand in overall heat-
ing consumption need it may be beneficial to control the
relative outtake of heat from the first and second heat
sources such that heat is mainly or fully taken from the
second heat source connected to the electrical energy
grid. On the other hand, if there, e.g., is a comparably
high overall demand in overall electric power need it may
be beneficial to control the relative outtake of heat from
the first and second heat sources such that heat is mainly
or fully taken from the second heat source connected to
the electrical energy grid
[0019] The heating and energy power control param-
eters may also be used to take into account other factors
than purely the relation between the overall need and the
available capacity. The parameters may also take into
account the environmental impact of the production of
heating energy and electrical energy. The parameters
may also take into account predictions. If the total heating
need reaches a critical point where it is almost necessary
to start-up another heating plant, the heating control pa-
rameter may be determined and then set to indicate an
even greater overall heating consumption need than is
actually the case and thereby steer the outtake of heat
such that primarily the second heat source connected to
the electrical heating grid is used. Hence, the need for
heating capacity from the heating grid may be reduced
and thereby hopefully avoiding start-up of extra heat pro-
duction plants configured to input heat to the heating grid.
[0020] The heating and energy power control param-
eters may be expressed as price per energy amount. The
control parameters may be expressed as a numerical
index value having no direct relation to an energy amount.
[0021] By the above method, energy outtake may be
dynamically adjusted between the heating grid and the
electrical energy grid. Hence, outtake from the energy
distribution grid currently proving most resource efficient
energy may be made. This may enable decreased envi-
ronmental impact. For example, energy could be taken
out only from the electrical energy grid, or only from the
heating grid, or partly from both grids in varying propor-
tions. Hence, the outtake may depend on what is optimal
at the current period of time.
[0022] According to one example, the relative outtake
may me optimized such that the temporally resolved
heating control parameter times the outtake of heat from
the first heat source, plus the temporally resolved electric
power control parameter times the outtake of heat from
the second heat source, is minimized. By minimized is
in this context not limited to an actual minimum in the
function for the relative outtake. It is enough that one
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comes sufficiently close to the actual minimum. For ex-
ample, within 20% of the actual minimum. Preferably,
within 10% of the actual minimum.
[0023] A specific situation in which to use only the elec-
trical energy grid for heating would be if circumstances
are such that there is a limited or insufficient capacity of
the heating grid in relation to current demand of heat.
Alternatively, energy could be taken out only from the
heating grid if circumstances are such that there is a
much limited production capacity of the electrical energy
grid in relation to current demand of electricity in the
whole electric power grid.
[0024] Further, by providing the above method in a plu-
rality of primary local heating systems connected to the
same heating grid and electrical energy grid, respective-
ly, it is possible to connect a greater number of local heat-
ing system to a grid of a certain capacity, to allow for
greater changes in heating need for the different users,
to allow for more intermittent production of heating ener-
gy and/or electrical energy.
[0025] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprise information pertaining to an amount
of emitted greenhouse gases per energy unit of heat pro-
vided via the heating grid. By also utilizing information
pertaining to amount of emitted greenhouse gases per
energy unit of heat provided via the heating grid, it is
possible to control the local heating systems relative out-
take of heat from the heating grid such that emission of
greenhouse gas is mitigated, for example by taking out
such heat at times when heat production is made by re-
sources producing less greenhouse gas.
[0026] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprise information pertaining to an efficiency
of the first heat source’s capability to transfer heat from
the heating grid to the heat transfer fluid of the distribution
system. By also utilizing information pertaining to effi-
ciency of the first heat source’s capability to transfer heat
from the heating grid to the heat transfer fluid of the dis-
tribution system, it is possible to further improve energy
efficient outtake or heat, thereby enabling decreased en-
vironmental impact.
[0027] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprise information pertaining to cost per en-
ergy unit of heat provided via the heating grid. By also
utilizing information pertaining to cost per energy unit of
heat provided via the heating grid, it is possible to more
easily compare cost of using each heat source, such that
cost can more easily be used to control relative outtake
of heat.
[0028] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprise information pertaining to
amount of emitted greenhouse gases per energy unit of
electricity of the electrical energy grid. By also utilizing
information pertaining to amount of emitted greenhouse
gases per energy unit of electricity of the electrical energy
grid, it is possible to control the local heating systems
relative outtake of heat from the electric power grid such
that emission of greenhouse gas is mitigated, for exam-

ple by taking out such heat energy at times when elec-
trical power production is made by resources producing
less greenhouse gas.
[0029] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprise information pertaining to an ef-
ficiency of the second heat source’s capability to trans-
form electric energy from the electrical energy grid to
heat in the heat transfer fluid of the distribution system.
[0030] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprise information pertaining to cost
per energy unit of electricity of the electrical energy grid.
By also utilizing information pertaining to cost per energy
unit of electricity of the electrical energy grid, it is possible
to more easily compare cost of using electricity for heat-
ing, such that cost can more easily be used to control
relative outtake of heat.
[0031] The first heat source may be a heat exchanger
or heat pump connected to the heating grid.
[0032] The second heat source may be a resistive elec-
tric heater.
[0033] According to a second aspect the above ob-
ject(s) has/have been achieved by a local heating sys-
tem. The local heating system comprising: a first heat
source connectable to a heating grid and arranged to
extract heat from the heating grid; a second heat source
connectable to an electrical energy grid and to transform
electricity feed through the electrical energy grid into
heat; a heat emitting device; a distribution system for
circulating heat transfer fluid between the heat emitting
device and the first and second heat sources; and a con-
troller configured to control the first and second heat
source’s relative outtake of heat from the heating grid
and the electrical energy grid, respectively.
[0034] The controller may be configured to base the
control on a comparison of a temporally resolved heating
control parameter and a temporally resolved electric
power control parameter, wherein the temporally re-
solved heating control parameter is indicative of a tem-
porally resolved overall heating consumption need of a
plurality of local heating systems, connected to the heat-
ing grid, in relation to a temporally resolved overall avail-
able heating capacity of the heating grid, and wherein
the temporally resolved electric power control parameter
is indicative of a temporally resolved overall electric pow-
er need in relation to a temporally resolved overall avail-
able electric power of the electrical energy grid.
[0035] The controller may further be configured to con-
trol the relative outtake of heat from the first and second
heat sources such that the temporally resolved heating
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the first
heat source plus the temporally resolved electric power
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the sec-
ond heat source is optimized.
[0036] According to one example, the relative outtake
may me optimized such that the temporally resolved
heating control parameter times the outtake of heat from
the first heat source, plus the temporally resolved electric
power control parameter times the outtake of heat from
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the second heat source, is minimized. By minimized is
in this context not limited to an actual minimum in the
function for the relative outtake. It is enough that one
comes sufficiently close to the actual minimum. For ex-
ample, within 20% of the actual minimum. Preferably,
within 10% of the actual minimum.
[0037] The second heat source may be arranged in
the distribution system.
[0038] The second heat source may be an electric re-
sistive heater.
[0039] The first heat source may be a heat exchanger
or a heat pump.
[0040] The above mentioned features of the method,
when applicable, apply to this second aspect as well. In
order to avoid undue repetition, reference is made to the
above.
[0041] A further scope of applicability of the present
invention will become apparent from the detailed descrip-
tion given below. However, it should be understood that
the detailed description and specific examples, while in-
dicating preferred embodiments of the invention, are giv-
en by way of illustration only, since various changes and
modifications within the scope of the invention will be-
come apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed
description.
Hence, it is to be understood that this invention is not
limited to the particular component parts of the device
described or steps of the methods described as such
device and method may vary. It is also to be understood
that the terminology used herein is for purpose of de-
scribing particular embodiments only, and is not intended
to be limiting. It must be noted that, as used in the spec-
ification and the appended claim, the articles "a," "an,"
"the," and "said" are intended to mean that there are one
or more of the elements unless the context clearly dic-
tates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference to "a unit"
or "the unit" may include several devices, and the like.
Furthermore, the words "comprising", "including", "con-
taining" and similar wordings does not exclude other el-
ements or steps.

Brief description of the drawings

[0042] The above and other aspects of the present in-
vention will now be described in more detail, with refer-
ence to appended drawings showing embodiments of
the invention. The figures should not be considered lim-
iting the invention to the specific embodiment; instead
they are used for explaining and understanding the in-
vention.
[0043] As illustrated in the figures, the sizes of layers
and regions are exaggerated for illustrative purposes
and, thus, are provided to illustrate the general structures
of embodiments of the present invention.

Fig. 1 is a schematic view of a local heating system
comprising a first heat source and a second heat
source.

Fig. 2 is block diagram of a method 200 for controlling
a relative outtake of heat from the first and second
heat sources of the local heating system of Fig. 1.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments

[0044] The present invention will now be described
more fully hereinafter with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which currently preferred embodiments
of the invention are shown. This invention may, however,
be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein;
rather, these embodiments are provided for thorough-
ness and completeness, and to fully convey the scope
of the invention to the skilled person.
[0045] With reference to Fig. 1 a local heating system
1 will be discussed. The local heating system 1 comprises
a first heat source 10, a second heat source 20, a heat
emitting device 30, and a distribution system 40 for cir-
culating heat transfer fluid between the heat emitting de-
vice 30 and the first and second heat sources 10, 20.
[0046] The first heat source 10 is connected to a heat-
ing grid 110. The heating grid 110 is configured to dis-
tribute heat to the first heat source 10.
[0047] The heating grid 110 may be a district heating
system. The district heating system comprises a hydrau-
lic network comprising a district feed conduit for an in-
coming flow of district heat transfer fluid and a district
return conduit for a return flow of district heat transfer
fluid. In the district heating system, a driving pressure
difference between district feed conduit and district return
conduit of the hydraulic network creates a so called "pres-
sure cone" whereby the pressure in the district feed con-
duits is higher than the pressure in the return conduits.
This pressure difference circulates district heat transfer
fluid in the hydraulic network between a central heat pro-
duction plant and the local heating systems connected
to the district heating system. Further, one or more district
grid circulation pumps are arranged in the district heating
system in order to provide the driving pressure difference.
In case the heating grid 100 is a district heating system,
the first heat source 10 is a heat exchanger. Again, this
is the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1.
[0048] Alternatively, the heating grid 110 may be a dis-
trict thermal energy distribution system as defined in WO
2017/076868. In this case, the first heat source 10 is a
thermal energy consumer heat exchanger as defined in
WO 2017/076868 and/or WO2017/076866.
[0049] Yet alternatively, the heating grid 110 may be
gas distribution grid configured to distribute a burnable
gas. In this case, the first heat source 10 is a gas burner.
[0050] The distribution system 40 comprises a feed line
42 and a return line 44. The distribution system 40 may
further comprise a circulation pump 46. The first heat
source 10 is fluidly connected to the feed line 42 and the
return line 44 for letting heat transfer fluid flow from the
return line 44 via the first heat source 10 and into the fed
line 42. While doing so the first heat source 10 is config-
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ured to heat heat transfer fluid of the distribution system
40 flowing through the first heat source 10. Hence, the
first heat source 10 is configured to transfer heat from
the heating grid 110 to heat transfer fluid of the distribu-
tion system 40.
[0051] The second heat source 20 is connected to an
electrical energy grid 120. The second heat source 20 is
typically an electric resistive heater. The second heat
source 20 is arranged in the distribution system 40. Pref-
erably, the second heat source 20 is arranged on the
feed line 42.
[0052] The heat emitting device 30 is configured to pro-
vide comfort heating. The heat emitting device 30 may
be a radiator. The local heating system 1 may comprise
a plurality of heat emitting devices 30. The heat emitting
device 30 is configured to emit heat to its surroundings.
Typically, the heat emitting device 30 is arranged in a
room of a building.
[0053] The first heat source 10 may transmit heat from
heat transfer fluid of the heating grid 110 to heat transfer
fluid in the distribution system 40 of the local heating sys-
tem 1. In this way, heat can be generated remotely in a
large scale heat production plant (not shown) and emitted
locally, far away from the plant. The plants may for ex-
ample use geothermal energy or energy from other proc-
esses such as combustion of household garbage. The
produced heat is then distributed through the heating grid
110 to a plurality of local heating systems where it is taken
out by heat sources connected to the heating grid 110.
[0054] In addition to, or instead of using heat from the
first heat source 10, heat can be generated locally in the
local heating system 1 using the second heat source 20
by feeding electricity from the electrical energy grid 120
into second heat source 20 which then heats the heat
transfer fluid of the distribution system 40 of the local
heating system 1.
[0055] Since the electrical energy grid 120 operates
differently from the heating grid 110, negative effects of
a shortage or malfunction of either the heating grid 110
or the electrical energy grid 120 can be mitigated by in-
creasing the utilization of the other respective heat
source 10, 20. The decisions about which heat source
to use and to what extent, can be controlled locally at
each local heating system 1, or centrally by a controller
connected to each respective local heating system 1 con-
nected to the heating grid 110 and/ or the electrical en-
ergy grid 120.
[0056] The local heating system may further comprise
a controller 50 configured to control the first and second
heat sources 10, 20 outtake of heat. The controller 50 is
configured to control the first and second heat sources
10, 20 relative outtake of heat from the heating grid 110
and the electrical energy grid 120, respectively. The rel-
ative control does not mean the first and second heat
sources 10, 20 have to be used one at a time; Rather
they can be used either one at a time or simultaneously,
and to varying degree of relative energy outtake from
each heat source 10, 20.

[0057] The controller 50 is configured to control a rel-
ative outtake of heat from the first and second heat sourc-
es 10, 20. The controller 50 is configured to base the
control on a comparison of a temporally resolved heating
control parameter and a temporally resolved electric
power control parameter. The temporally resolved heat-
ing control parameter is indicative of a temporally re-
solved overall heating consumption need of a plurality of
local heating systems, connected to the heating grid 110,
in relation to a temporally resolved overall available heat-
ing capacity of the heating grid 110. The controller 50
may be configured to determine the temporally resolved
heating control parameter locally. Alternatively, the con-
troller 50 may be feed with the temporally resolved heat-
ing control parameter from a central server (not shown)
configured to determine the temporally resolved heating
control parameter. The temporally resolved electric pow-
er control parameter is indicative of a temporally resolved
overall electric power need in relation to a temporally
resolved overall available electric power of the electrical
energy grid 120. The controller 50 may be configured to
determine the temporally resolved electric power control
parameter locally. Alternatively, the controller 50 may be
feed with the temporally resolved electric power control
parameter from a central server (not shown) configured
to determine the temporally resolved electric power con-
trol parameter.
[0058] The controller 50 is further configured to control
the relative outtake of heat from the first and second heat
sources 10, 20 such that the temporally resolved heating
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the first
heat source plus the temporally resolved electric power
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the sec-
ond heat source is optimized. According to one example,
the relative outtake may me optimized such that the tem-
porally resolved heating control parameter times the out-
take of heat from the first heat source, plus the temporally
resolved electric power control parameter times the out-
take of heat from the second heat source, is minimized.
By minimized is in this context not limited to an actual
minimum in the function for the relative outtake. It is
enough that one comes sufficiently close to the actual
minimum. For example, within 20% of the actual mini-
mum. Preferably, within 10% of the actual minimum.
[0059] The first heat source’s 10 outtake of heat from
the heating grid 110 may be controlled by controlling a
control valve 12. By controlling the control valve 12 the
flow of heat transfer fluid of the heating grid into the first
heat source 10 is controlled. The controller 50 may be
configured to control the control valve 12. The control
valve 12 may as in the in Fig. 1 shown embodiment be
located at a return line arranged to return heat transfer
fluid from the first heat source 10 to the heating grid. This
set-up may e.g. be used in the case of the heating grid
110 is a grid configured to heated heat transfer fluid in a
grid configured to transport thermal heat. Alternatively,
the control valve 12 may be located at a feed line ar-
ranged to feed heat transfer fluid from the heating grid
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110 to the first heat source 10. This set-up may e.g. be
used if the heating grid 110 is a grid providing a burnable
gas and the first heat source 10 is a gas burner.
[0060] Hence, the control of the relative outtake of heat
from the first and second heat sources 10, 20 may be
based on data analysis. Optionally the control of the rel-
ative outtake of heat from the first and second heat sourc-
es 10, 20 may be based on data analysis in combination
with manual decisions and overrides.
[0061] With reference to Fig. 2 a method 200 for con-
trolling a relative outtake of heat from the first and second
heat sources 10, 20 of a local heating system 1 according
to above will be discussed. The method 200 comprises
determining S202 a temporally resolved heating control
parameter indicating a temporally resolved overall heat-
ing consumption need of a plurality of local heating sys-
tems, connecting to the heating grid, in relation to a tem-
porally resolved overall available heating capacity of the
heating grid. Temporally resolved overall heating con-
sumption need of a plurality of local heating systems
could comprise information as to how much energy is
needed for heating of the plurality of local heating sys-
tems over a predetermined period of time. This could be
based on historical data but also based on forecasting.
The temporally resolved overall available heating capac-
ity of the heating grid may for example be determined
upon historical data but also based on forecasting such
as based on weather forecasts. Local sensors for each
local heating system could be used to report local weath-
er data, such as outdoor temperature, wind and outdoor
humidity, which data could then be used to assist in de-
termining temporally resolved overall or local heating
consumption need.
[0062] The method 200 further comprises determining
S204 a temporally resolved electric power control param-
eter indicating a temporally resolved overall electric pow-
er need in relation to a temporally resolved overall avail-
able electric power of the electrical energy grid to which
the second heat source is connected.
[0063] Further, the method 200 comprises controlling
S206, based on a comparison of the temporally resolved
heating control parameter and the temporally resolved
electric power control parameter, a relative outtake of
heat from the first and second heat sources. The outtake
is controlled such that the temporally resolved heating
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the first
heat source, plus the temporally resolved electric power
control parameter times the outtake of heat from the sec-
ond heat source, is optimized. According to one example,
the relative outtake may me optimized such that the tem-
porally resolved heating control parameter times the out-
take of heat from the first heat source, plus the temporally
resolved electric power control parameter times the out-
take of heat from the second heat source, is minimized.
By minimized is in this context not limited to an actual
minimum in the function for the relative outtake. It is
enough that one comes sufficiently close to the actual
minimum. For example, within 20% of the actual mini-

mum. Preferably, within 10% of the actual minimum.
[0064] The predetermined period of time for temporal
analysis depends on the circumstances of each energy
distribution grid, such as the resolution and delay of data
collected from local heating systems, heat production
plants or electricity production plants. For example, the
predetermined period of time may be 1 hour, 2 hours, 6
hours or 24 hours. Other periods of time are also possible
within the scope of the present disclosure.
[0065] Overall available heating capacity relates to all
produced heating, i.e. not taking consumed heating into
account. Similarly, overall available electric power re-
lates to all produced electric power, i.e. not taking con-
sumed electric power into account.
[0066] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprise information pertaining to an amount
of emitted greenhouse gases per energy unit of heat pro-
vided via the heating grid.
[0067] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprise information pertaining to an efficiency
of the first heat source’s capability to transfer heat from
the heating grid to the heat transfer fluid of the distribution
system.
[0068] The temporally resolved heating control param-
eter may comprises information pertaining to cost per
energy unit of heat provided via the heating grid.
[0069] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprise information pertaining to
amount of emitted greenhouse gases per energy unit of
electricity of the electrical energy grid.
[0070] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprise information pertaining to an ef-
ficiency of the second heat source’s capability to trans-
form electric energy from the electrical energy grid to
heat in the heat transfer fluid of the distribution system.
[0071] The temporally resolved electric power control
parameter may comprises information pertaining to cost
per energy unit of electricity of the electrical energy grid.
[0072] The person skilled in the art realizes that the
present invention by no means is limited to the preferred
embodiments described above. On the contrary, many
modifications and variations are possible within the
scope of the appended claims.
[0073] For example, the controller 50 may be embod-
ied in many different ways. According to one example
the controller 50 may be a single controller configured to
control both the first and second heat sources 10, 20.
According to another example, the controller 50 may be
a distributed controller comprising two or more controller
modules. For example, a first controller module may be
configured to control the first heat source 10 and a second
controller module may be configured to control the sec-
ond heat source 20. The first and second controller mod-
ules are configured to communicate with each other and
exchange data. The communication may be wired or
wireless.
[0074] Additionally, variations to the disclosed embod-
iments can be understood and effected by the skilled
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person in practicing the claimed invention, from a study
of the drawings, the disclosure, and the appended claims.

Claims

1. A method for controlling a primary local heating sys-
tem comprising a first heat source (10) connected to
a heating grid (110), a second heat source (20) con-
nected to an electrical energy grid (120), one or more
heat emitting devices (30) for providing comfort heat-
ing, and a distribution system (40) for circulating heat
transfer fluid between said one or more heat emitting
devices (30) and the first and second heat sources
(10, 20), the method comprising:

determining (S202) a temporally resolved heat-
ing control parameter indicating a temporally re-
solved overall heating consumption need of a
plurality of local heating systems, the plurality of
local heating systems being connected to the
heating grid (110), in relation to a temporally re-
solved overall available heating capacity of the
heating grid (110),
determining (S204) a temporally resolved elec-
tric power control parameter indicating a tempo-
rally resolved overall electric power need in re-
lation to a temporally resolved overall available
electric power of the electrical energy grid (120)
to which the second heat source (20) is connect-
ed, and
controlling (S206), based on a comparison of
the temporally resolved heating control param-
eter and the temporally resolved electric power
control parameter, a relative outtake of heat from
the first and second heat sources (10, 20), such
that the temporally resolved heating control pa-
rameter times the outtake of heat from the first
heat source (10) plus the temporally resolved
electric power control parameter times the out-
take of heat from the second heat source (20)
is optimized.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the tem-
porally resolved heating control parameter compris-
es information pertaining to an amount of emitted
greenhouse gases per energy unit of heat provided
via the heating grid (110).

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
temporally resolved heating control parameter com-
prises information pertaining to an efficiency of the
first heat source’s (10) capability to transfer heat from
the heating grid (110) to the heat transfer fluid of the
distribution system (40).

4. The method according to any one of claims 1-3,
wherein the temporally resolved heating control pa-

rameter comprises information pertaining to cost per
energy unit of heat provided via the heating grid
(110).

5. The method according to any one of claims 1-4,
wherein the temporally resolved electric power con-
trol parameter comprises information pertaining to
amount of emitted greenhouse gases per energy unit
of electricity of the electrical energy grid (120).

6. The method according to any one of claims 1-5,
wherein the temporally resolved electric power con-
trol parameter comprises information pertaining to
an efficiency of the second heat source’s (20) capa-
bility to transform electric energy from the electrical
energy grid (120) to heat in the heat transfer fluid of
the distribution system (40).

7. The method according to any one of claims 1-6,
wherein the temporally resolved electric power con-
trol parameter comprises information pertaining to
cost per energy unit of electricity of the electrical en-
ergy grid (120).

8. The method according to any one of claims 1-7,
wherein the first heat source (10) is a heat exchanger
or a heat pump connected to the heating grid (110).

9. The method according to any one of claims 1-8,
wherein the second heat source (20) is a resistive
electric heater.

10. A local heating system, comprising:

a first heat source (10) connectable to a heating
grid (110) and arranged to extract heat from the
heating grid (110);
a second heat source (20) connectable to an
electrical energy grid (120) and to transform
electricity feed through the electrical energy grid
(120) into heat;
a heat emitting device (30);
a distribution system (40) for circulating heat
transfer fluid between the heat emitting device
(30) and the first and second heat sources (10,
20); and
a controller (50) configured to control the first
and second heat source’s (10, 20) relative out-
take of heat from the heating grid (110) and the
electrical energy grid (120), respectively.

11. The local heating system according to claim 10,
wherein the controller (50) is configured to base the
control on a comparison of a temporally resolved
heating control parameter and a temporally resolved
electric power control parameter, wherein the tem-
porally resolved heating control parameter is indic-
ative of a temporally resolved overall heating con-
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sumption need of a plurality of local heating systems,
connected to the heating grid (110), in relation to a
temporally resolved overall available heating capac-
ity of the heating grid (110), and wherein the tempo-
rally resolved electric power control parameter is in-
dicative of a temporally resolved overall electric pow-
er need in relation to a temporally resolved overall
available electric power of the electrical energy grid
(120).

12. The local heating system according to claim 11,
wherein the controller (50) is further configured to
control the relative outtake of heat from the first and
second heat sources (10, 20) such that the tempo-
rally resolved heating control parameter times the
outtake of heat from the first heat source (10) plus
the temporally resolved electric power control pa-
rameter times the outtake of heat from the second
heat source (20) is optimized.

13. The local heating system according to any one of
claims 10-12, wherein the second heat source (20)
is arranged in the distribution system (40).

14. The local heating system according to any one of
claims 10-13, wherein the second heat source (20)
is an electric resistive heater.

15. The local heating system according to any one of
claims 10-14, wherein the first heat source (10) is a
heat exchanger or a heat pump.
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