
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

34
0 

00
3

A
1

TEPZZ¥¥4ZZZ¥A_T
(11) EP 3 340 003 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
27.06.2018 Bulletin 2018/26

(21) Application number: 16306795.2

(22) Date of filing: 22.12.2016

(51) Int Cl.:
G05D 23/19 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(71) Applicant: Netatmo
92100 Boulogne Billancourt (FR)

(72) Inventors:  
• GABRIEL, Chadi

92160 Antony (FR)

• POTTER, Frédéric
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine (FR)

• PAOLI, Romain
92190 Meudon (FR)

(74) Representative: Nguyen-Van-Yen, Christian
Marks & Clerk France 
Conseils en Propriété Industrielle 
Immeuble Visium 
22, Avenue Aristide Briand
94117 Arcueil Cedex (FR)

(54) TEMPERATURE SYNCHRONIZATION IN A SMART THERMAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

(57) The invention concerns a thermostatic radiator
valve (TRV) the TRV comprising:
- a communication link to one or more other TRVs in the
room (9);
- an input interface configured to allow a user to enter a
defined temperature setpoint (T1) or acquire the defined

temperature setpoint (T1) from the one or more other
TRVs;
wherein the TRV is further configured to synchronize the
defined temperature setpoint (T1) with the one or more
other TRVs defined in a synchronization list.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to the field of smart ther-
mal management of household consumer devices and,
in particular, the thermal control within a room or a house.
The invention concerns a system and method for syn-
chronizing temperature within a room. Although many of
the features of this invention will be described in relation
to a residential home environment, it is understood that
they are generally applicable to many office and industrial
building applications or the like as well.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Over the last decades, many products have
been introduced in order to control heat emitters within
a room or a house. A traditional solution, still widespread,
is to perform a room per room heat management inside
a house. Each heat emitter is equipped with a valve that
regulates the heat flux inside the heat emitter. The valve
is either a mechanical valve or a thermostatic valve.
[0003] In the case of a mechanical valve, the user ad-
justs its position depending on the ambient heat he wish-
es inside the room. If the room comprises a plurality of
heat emitters, the user has to adjust the position of each
valve. This often leads to incorrect settings and additional
energy costs.
[0004] A thermostatic valve, also called thermostatic
radiator valve, is a self-regulating valve fitted to a hot
water heating system radiator, to control the temperature
of a room by changing the flow of hot water to the radiator.
Such a valve gradually closes as the temperature of the
surrounding area increases, limiting the amount of hot
water entering the radiator.
[0005] A thermostatic valve allows a better thermal
management within a room without a need of manually
adapting the position of the valve. It is also possible to
program various time schedules each corresponding to
a temperature setpoint in the room. For example, the
temperature setpoint of each valve may be set at 20°C
from 7 am to 11 pm and at 18°C during the night, so as
to save energy. To this end, a thermostat can be used
to control operation of a central heating system, for ex-
ample a boiler or more generally a heat generator, and
regulate the temperature of one or more rooms by setting
a temperature setpoint and monitoring the temperature
within the home. If the room temperature falls under the
temperature setpoint, the thermostat sends an appropri-
ate signal to start the boiler.
[0006] Nevertheless, depending on the configuration
of the house and the room positioning compared to each
other, as well as the positioning of the thermostat itself,
it may result in a non-adapted thermal regulation: a tem-
perature setpoint may be reached in the vicinity of a heat
emitter in a room but not in the vicinity of another heat
emitter. Hence one of the heat emitters is activated

whereas another is not. There is also a need for an adapt-
ed thermal regulation within a room. The temperature
can be measured either in the thermostatic radiator valve
or in the center of the room using an additional sensor
or by estimating it. A temperature setpoint may be
reached by one thermostatic valve in a room but not by
another one in the same room.
[0007] It is known today to use, in combination with
thermostatic valves, a variety of communication media
to enable the thermal control within a room or a house,
using for example power lines, cabled or wireless con-
nections. The user may operate this thermal control with
a connection via the Internet allowing a further degree of
remote control. Such a connection can be realized thanks
to a relay which can be driven by the user via a web
application from a PC connected to the internet or directly
via a smartphone application. Doing so, the user can re-
motely check the temperature of each room and decide
to modify it on demand. For example, he or she can re-
motely modify the temperature setpoint in the living-room
initially set at 18°C to a new setpoint at 20°C when leaving
his or her office, so that the living-room temperature might
be 20°C when he or she arrives at home.
[0008] When modifying the temperature setpoint of a
heat emitter, this new temperature setpoint may be in-
consistent with another temperature setpoint of another
heat emitter in the same room. Therefore, there is a need
for a better thermal control within a room taking room
configuration and temperature setpoints into account.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The invention aims to provide a system and
method for grouping all valves within a room and syn-
chronizing the operation of heat emitters, thus enabling
a better thermal management within a room.
[0010] To this end, the subject of the invention is a
thermostatic radiator valve (TRV), the TRV comprising a
communication link configured to link the TRV to one or
more other TRVs; an input interface configured to allow
a user to enter a defined temperature setpoint or acquire
the defined temperature setpoint from the one or more
other TRVs; wherein the TRV is further configured to syn-
chronize the defined temperature setpoint with the one
or more other TRVs defined in a synchronization list.
[0011] According to the invention, the synchronization
list may be stored in the TRV.
[0012] The TRV according to the invention may be fur-
ther configured to send to the one or more other TRVs
via its communication link a second temperature setpoint
imposed to the one or more other TRVs so as to send
the second temperature setpoint to the one or more other
TRVs.
[0013] The TRV according to the invention may be fur-
ther connected to an internet network and configured to
receive a third temperature setpoint from an internet web
application or a smartphone application.
[0014] The TRV according to the invention may be fur-
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ther configured to read a time schedule of temperature
setpoints stored in the synchronization list and the time
schedule of temperature setpoints is the same for the
one or more other TRVs.
[0015] The TRV according to the invention may be fur-
ther configured to detect a temperature drop and the TRV
is further configured to stop a flow of heat transfer fluid
from a thermal energy generator entering a heat ex-
changer to which it is connected and to communicate to
the one or more TRVs the order to stop the flow of heat
transfer fluid from the thermal energy generator entering
the heat exchangers to which they are connected.
[0016] The TRV according to the invention may further
comprise an aperture to adjust the flow of heat transfer
fluid depending on a thermostat temperature setpoint re-
ceived from a thermostat in the same room so as to avoid
any conflict between the defined temperature setpoint of
the TRV and the thermostat temperature setpoint.
[0017] The TRV according to the invention may further
comprise an aperture to adjust the flow of heat transfer
fluid corresponding to control parameters calculated by
a control algorithm based on environmental parameters
and a thermostat temperature setpoint.
[0018] The invention also relates to a server compris-
ing a communication link configured to link one or more
TRVs of a network; a memory having stored thereon com-
puter code instructions configured to generate control
commands of one or more TRVs connected to the net-
work; a database of values of temporal sequences of
environmental parameters captured from the one or more
TRVs; the one or more TRVs comprising an input inter-
face configured to allow a user to enter a defined tem-
perature setpoint, or acquire the defined temperature set-
point, or acquire a measured temperature or detect open-
ing of the TRV from the one or more TRVs and being
further configured to synchronize the defined tempera-
ture setpoint with one or more other TRVs defined in a
synchronization list; receive a temperature setpoint from
a thermostat connected to the one or more TRVs; where-
in the computer code instructions are based on a model
comprising control parameters which are determined by
a learning module receiving as input at least some of the
values of temporal sequences of environmental param-
eters captured from the one or more TRV stored in the
database.
[0019] The invention also relates to a method for tem-
perature synchronizing between a plurality of thermostat-
ic radiator valves (TRVs) configured to adjust a flow of
heat transfer fluid from a thermal energy generator en-
tering a heat exchanger based on a temperature setpoint,
the TRVs comprising a communication link configured to
link the one or more TRVs and an input interface config-
ured to allow a user to enter a defined temperature set-
point or acquire the defined temperature setpoint from
the one or more TRVs comprising the step of synchro-
nizing the defined temperature setpoint to the one or
more other TRVs defined in a synchronization list.
[0020] The technical effect of such a TRV is that it is

interconnected to other TRVs and can be connected to
the internet. The advantage is that it can be piloted re-
motely.
[0021] The TRV according to the invention may access
its defined temperature setpoint(s) and also those of oth-
er TRVs.
[0022] Each new temperature setpoint imposed to one
TRV is transferred to the other TRVs in the same list,
possibly in the same room. From this, it follows that all
the TRVs in the same room have the same temperature
setpoint.
[0023] The TRV according to the invention can be con-
nected to the internet via a relay and a new temperature
setpoint can be transmitted to the TRV via a web appli-
cation.
[0024] Moreover TRVs which are in the same list, pos-
sibly in the same room, have all the same time schedule
and all TRVs in the same room consider the same tem-
perature setpoint.
[0025] Furthermore, the TRV according to the inven-
tion communicates to the other TRVs in the same room
the order to stop heat flow because the window is opened.
All TRVs in the same room stop heating when a window
opening is detected, thus leading to energy savings.
[0026] The thermostat may force the temperature set-
points of the TRVs in the same room if they differ from
the thermostat temperature setpoint.
[0027] The TRVs are programmed in such a way that
they are installed in the same room as the connected
thermostat and are configured to work accordingly to en-
able an appropriate temperature balancing depending
on environmental parameters.
[0028] The TRVs may be connected to a server, thus
enabling the user to control the TRVs from a distance
and, possibly, a third party service provider to gather data
on their behavior to build/train a model and disseminate
this to a population of subscribers/users.
[0029] The method according to the invention enables
the TRVs to be interconnected and synchronized, so that
they may be remotely piloted.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The accompanying drawings illustrate various
non-limiting, example, innovative aspects in accordance
with the present descriptions :

- Figure 1 schematically represents a thermostatic ra-
diator valve according to the invention;

- Figure 2 schematically represents an embodiment
of the thermostatic radiator valve for synchronizing
the defined temperature setpoint with one or more
other TRVs defined in a synchronization list accord-
ing to the invention;

- Figure 3 schematically represents a variation of the
previous embodiment of the thermostatic radiator
valve for synchronizing the defined temperature set-
point with one or more other TRVs defined in a syn-
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chronization list according to the invention;
- Figure 4 schematically represents another embodi-

ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to send to the one or
more TRVs a temperature setpoint imposed to the
one or more other TRVs according to the invention;

- Figure 5 schematically represents another embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to receive a tempera-
ture setpoint from an internet web application or a
smartphone application according to the invention;

- Figure 6 schematically represents another embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to store a time sched-
ule of temperature setpoints according to the inven-
tion;

- Figure 7 schematically represents another embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to detect a tempera-
ture drop due to aeration by window opening and
stop the flow of hot medium coming from the heat
generator according to the invention;

- Figure 8 schematically represents another embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to adjust the flow of
heating fluid depending on a thermostat temperature
setpoint according to the invention;

- Figure 9 schematically represents another embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to receive a new tem-
perature setpoint corresponding to control parame-
ters calculated by a control algorithm based on en-
vironmental parameters and a thermostat tempera-
ture setpoint according to the invention;

- Figure 10 represents a block diagram with possible
combinations of steps of a method for temperature
synchronizing according to the invention;

- Figure 11 represents a block diagram with other pos-
sible combinations of steps of a method for temper-
ature synchronizing according to the invention.

[0031] For the sake of clarity, the same elements have
the same references in the various figures.
[0032] The invention is described with self-regulating
valves fitted to a hot water heating system radiator and
a boiler but it may also be applied by analogy to any
heating system comprising a central generator (from
thermal, geothermal energy) and a plurality of radiators-
with corresponding regulating devices.
[0033] Moreover the invention is described with a ther-
mostatic radiator valve 21 in the field of heating but re-
lates more generally to a thermostatic radiator valve TRV
configured to adjust a flow of heat transfer fluid from a
thermal energy generator entering a heat exchanger
based on a temperature setpoint, the thermal energy
generator and the heat exchanger configured to heat or
cool a room with a room temperature, the TRV comprising
a communication link configured to link the TRV to one

or more other TRVs; an input interface configured to allow
a user to enter a defined temperature setpoint or acquire
the defined temperature setpoint from the one or more
other TRVs; wherein the TRV is further configured to syn-
chronize the defined temperature setpoint with the one
or more other TRVs defined in a synchronization list.
[0034] In the following, the invention will be described
with the heat transfer fluid being a heating fluid, the heat
exchanger being a heat emitter and the thermal energy
generator being a heat generator. But the heat transfer
fluid can also be a cooling fluid, the heat exchanger a
cooling emitter and the thermal energy generator a cool-
ing generator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0035] As previously mentioned, although many of the
features of this invention are described in relation to a
residential home environment, it is understood that they
are generally applicable to many office and industrial
building applications as well.
[0036] Figure 1 schematically represents a thermostat-
ic radiator valve (TRV, 21) according to the invention.
The TRV 21 comprises a motor 81, an electronic board
82. In a preferred embodiment, the TRV 21 may comprise
one or more temperature sensor(s) 83. The motor 81 can
be replaced by any oher system to reduce the fluid flow
in the heat emitter.
[0037] The TRV 21 is a self-regulating valve fitted to a
heating fluid conduit from a heat generator entering a
heat emitter (or radiator) to which the TRV 21 is connect-
ed. The TRV 21 may include a memory to store some
data such as a temperature setpoint. Depending on the
surrounding temperature, for example measured by the
TRV 21, and a temperature setpoint of the TRV 21, an
electronic board 82 comprising a calculator may activate
the motor 81 to mechanically adapt the aperture 5 of the
TRV 21. Such a TRV 21 gradually closes as the temper-
ature of the surrounding area increases, limiting the
amount of heating fluid entering the heat emitter.
[0038] Figure 2 schematically represents an embodi-
ment of the thermostatic radiator valve TRV for synchro-
nizing the defined temperature setpoint with one or more
other TRVs defined in a synchronization list according to
the invention. The TRV 22 in a room 9 is configured to
adjust a flow of heating fluid from a heat generator 10
entering a heat emitter 12 based on a temperature set-
point T1. The TRV 22 comprises a communication link
32 configured to link one or more other TRVs in the list,
that may be situated in a same room 9, and an input
interface configured to one or more of allow a user to
enter a defined temperature setpoint T1 or acquire the
defined temperature setpoint T1 from the one or more
other TRVs, or measured temperature or opening of the
TRV. According to the invention, the TRV 22 is further
configured to synchronize the defined temperature set-
point T1 with the one or more other TRVs defined in the
synchronization list. The TRVs in the room 9 may also
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use the same temperature in order to regulate the tem-
perature setpoint T1.
[0039] In some embodiments, the TRVs in the synchro-
nization list are situated in the same room as the syn-
chronizing TRV. In some other embodiments, the TRVs
in the synchronization list are a subgroup of the TRVs in
a large room that has different orientations. In further
embodiments, the TRVs in the synchronization list are
situated in different rooms, but have a feature in common,
e.g. to be allocated to members of a family who have
different temperature preferences or to be situated on
different sides of a building with different exposures, etc...
[0040] The synchronization list may be stored in the
TRV. Each of the one or more TRVs may contain the
synchronization list.
[0041] In the room 9 represented in Figure 2, there are
two heat emitters 12, 13 to which two TRVs 22, 23 are
respectively connected, for illustration purposes only.
The TRVs 22, 23 are defined in a synchronization list to
be in the same room 9. Therefore, since a defined tem-
perature setpoint T1 was input to the TRV 22, the TRV
23 in the same room should have the same defined tem-
perature setpoint T1. The TRV 22 transmits the defined
temperature setpoint T1 to the TRV 23 via the commu-
nication link. The communication link 32 may be per-
formed through a wired or radio connection 14 such as
Zigbee, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth™. The synchronization of the
defined temperature setpoint T1 works from the TRV 22
to the TRV 23 but it also works inversely from the TRV
23 to the TRV 22. In this example, there are two heat
emitters 12, 13 and two associated TRVs 22, 23. It is
obvious that the invention applies in the same way to
more than two TRVs.
[0042] Figure 3 schematically represents another illus-
tration of an embodiment of the thermostatic radiator
valve for synchronizing the defined temperature setpoint
with one or more other TRVs defined in a synchronization
list according to the invention. In this example, the com-
munication link 32 may include a relay 11 that may be
connected to the TRVs through a wired or radio connec-
tion 14 (Zigbee, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth...). The relay 11 may
be coupled to a gateway that enables the reception of
external commands. The synchronization list may also
be stored in the gateway.
[0043] In the following, the invention will be described
with embodiments comprising a relay 11. Nevertheless,
such a relay 11 is not compulsory to apply the invention
to a plurality of TRVs. As explained above, the TRVs may
synchronize with the one or more other TRVs defined in
the synchronization list via their communication link, with-
out any relay, using only a pair-to-pair communication
mode.
[0044] Figure 4 schematically represents another em-
bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve for tempera-
ture synchronizing configured to send to the one or more
other TRVs a temperature setpoint imposed to the one
or more other TRVs according to the invention. The TRV
22 is further configured to send to the one or more other

TRVs 23 via its communication link 32 a second temper-
ature setpoint T2 imposed to the one or more other TRVs
so as to send the second temperature setpoint T2 to the
one or more other TRVs. For example, a second tem-
perature setpoint T2 is imposed to the TRV 22. The TRV
22 sends to the TRV 23, defined in the synchronization
list, this second temperature setpoint T2. Therefore all
new temperature setpoints imposed to one TRV is trans-
mitted to the other TRV(s) in the list. It follows a uniformity
of temperature setpoints between all TRVs in the syn-
chronization list, notably when they are in the same room
9.
[0045] The synchronization of the defined temperature
setpoint T2 operates from the TRV 22 to the TRV 23 but
it also operates inversely from the TRV 23 to the TRV
22. In this example, there are two heat emitters 12, 13
and two associated TRVs 22, 23. It is obvious that the
invention applies in the same way to more than two TRVs.
[0046] In the case of a relay 11, the TRV 22 may send
the new temperature setpoint T2 to the network coordi-
nator through the dedicated network 14. The network co-
ordinator may then send the new temperature setpoint
T2 to the other TRV(s) of the same room. The network
coordinator has the role of concentrating and dispatching
data from and to all TRVs.
[0047] Figure 5 schematically represents another em-
bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve 22 for tem-
perature synchronizing configured to receive a temper-
ature setpoint T3 from an internet web application or a
smartphone application according to the invention. The
TRV 22 is further connected to an internet network 15
through a relay 11 and configured to receive a third tem-
perature setpoint T3 from an internet web application or
a smartphone application 16. The advantage of this fea-
ture is that each new defined temperature setpoint may
be transmitted to one or more TRVs from outside.
[0048] The TRV 23 may also be connected to the in-
ternet network 15 through the same relay 11 and config-
ured to receive the third temperature setpoint T3. But it
is also possible not to connect all the TRVs of the room
9 to the internet network 15. In this case, the TRV con-
nected to the internet network 15 would be the TRV re-
ceiving the third temperature setpoint and would send
the third temperature setpoint T3 to the other TRVs in
the same room 9, defined in the synchronization list, as
previously explained.
[0049] Figure 6 schematically represents another em-
bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve 22 for tem-
perature synchronizing configured to store a time sched-
ule 17 of temperature setpoints according to the inven-
tion. The TRV 22 is further configured to read a time
schedule 17 of temperature setpoints stored in the syn-
chronization list or in the TRV 22 and the time schedule
17 of temperature setpoints is the same for the one or
more other TRVs. All TRVs in the same room have the
same time schedule 17, so as to avoid any inconsisten-
cies of the thermal management within a room.
[0050] Figure 7 schematically represents another em-
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bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve 22 for tem-
perature synchronizing configured to detect a rapid tem-
perature drop due to aeration by window opening and
stop the flow of hot medium coming from the heat gen-
erator 10 according to the invention. The TRV 22 is further
configured to detect a temperature drop due to aeration
and the TRV 22 is configured to stop the flow of heating
fluid from the heat generator 10 entering the heat emitter
12 to which it is connected and to communicate to the
one or more TRVs 23 the order to stop the flow of heating
fluid from the heat generator 10 entering the heat emitters
13 to which they are connected.
[0051] The TRV 22 may detect a temperature drop by
various means. The TRV 22 may for instance comprise
a temperature sensor 52 and measure the temperature
in its vicinity so that it is able to detect a temperature
drop, or a temperature sensor may be installed in the
room and connected to the TRV 22 through a communi-
cation link. Also, the temperature used to regulate and
detect the temperature drop can be an estimated tem-
perature that is computed using a mathematic method
and the temperature(s) measured within the TRV 22.
[0052] The TRV 22 communicates to the other TRV (in
the example the TRV 23) in the same room 9 the order
to stop heat flow because the window is opened. The
order may take into account the state of the window or
contain a time loop defining the duration of the stop. This
duration can be previously defined by the user or be pre-
determined and set for example to 20 minutes. In this
example, it would mean that 20 minutes after having de-
tecting a temperature drop, the TRVs enables the heating
fluid to enter the heat emitters again, according to their
time schedule.
[0053] This feature avoids the heating up of the room
when a window is opened. It enables the user not to care
about the thermal regulation within the room when he/she
wants to open the window. Indeed, he/she does not have
to turn off the TRVs before opening the window and turn
them on after closing the window.
[0054] Figure 8 schematically represents another em-
bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve 22 for tem-
perature synchronizing configured to adjust the flow of
heating fluid depending on a thermostat temperature set-
point. The TRV comprises an aperture 5 to adjust the
flow of heating fluid depending on a thermostat temper-
ature setpoint T4 received from a thermostat 60 in the
same room 9 so as to avoid any conflict between the
defined temperature setpoint of the TRV 22, 23 and the
thermostat temperature setpoint T4. This feature enables
the thermostat 60 located in the same room 9 as the TRV
22 to control the temperature setpoints of the TRV 22 if
the temperature setpoint of the TRV 22 is different from
the thermostat temperature setpoint. In other words, the
thermostat 60 controls the temperature setpoints of the
TRVs located in the same room as the thermostat if their
temperature setpoints differ from the thermostat temper-
ature setpoint.
[0055] Figure 9 schematically represents another em-

bodiment of the thermostatic radiator valve 22 for tem-
perature synchronizing further comprising an aperture 5
to adjust the flow of heating fluid corresponding to control
parameters 75 calculated by a control algorithm 73 based
on environmental parameters 74 and a thermostat tem-
perature setpoint T4 according to the invention.
[0056] The invention also concerns a server 70 com-
prising a communication link configured to link one or
more TRVs of a network and a memory or an access to
a memory having stored thereon computer code instruc-
tions 73 configured to generate control commands 75 of
one or more TRVs connected to the network and a da-
tabase of values of temporal sequences of environmental
parameters captured from the one or more TRVs. The
one or more TRVs comprise an input interface configured
to allow a user to enter a defined temperature setpoint
or acquire the defined temperature setpoint from the one
or more TRVs and being further configured to synchro-
nize the defined temperature setpoint with one or more
TRVs defined in a synchronization list; receive a temper-
ature setpoint from a thermostat 60 connected to the one
or more TRVs. According to the invention, the computer
code instructions are based on a model comprising con-
trol parameters which are determined by a learning mod-
ule receiving as input at least some of the values of tem-
poral sequences of environmental parameters 75 cap-
tured from the one or more TRV stored in the database.
[0057] The TRVs 22, 23 may capture and store infor-
mation like ambient temperatures and temperature set-
points. The thermostat 60 may send this data to the serv-
er 70. Note that the expression "server" may designate
one or more virtual machines that are executed on a plu-
rality of physical machines located localy and/or any-
where "in the cloud".
[0058] The server 70 may comprise a communication
link 71 configured to receive and send data from/to the
thermostat 60 through the internet network 15, a memory
72 configured to store data, a control algorithm 73 con-
figured to perform calculations. The room 9 is in an en-
vironment with real environmental parameters 74 and a
thermostat temperature setpoint T4 is being set in the
room. The control algorithm 73 is configured to receive
through the internet network 15 the real environmental
parameters 74, calculate control parameters 75 based
on the environmental parameters 74, the measured tem-
perature of the thermostat and the TRV and the thermo-
stat temperature setpoint T4, send the control parame-
ters 75 to the thermostat 60 corresponding to a new tem-
perature setpoint to impose to the plurality of TRVs 22,
23 so as to regulate the room temperature 9 to the ther-
mostat temperature setpoint T4.
[0059] Furthermore, the memory 72 of the server 70
may be configured to store a history 76 of the real envi-
ronmental parameters and the control parameters calcu-
lated by the control algorithm in relation with the real en-
vironmental parameters. The control algorithm 73 may
comprise a learning module 77 configured to adapt the
calculation of the control parameters by taking into ac-
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count the history 76.
[0060] As an example, the control algorithm 73 may
include a thermal model taking into account the heat ca-
pacity C of the room and the heat transfert coefficient K
between the inside and the outside of the room for a
plurality of outdoor temperatures. Other elements could
be added or removed from the model, provided that the
model allows controlling an indoor temperature of the
room, based at least on predictions of a setpoint temper-
ature, outdoor temperature, and eventually other param-
eters like the percentage of aperture of the TRV.
[0061] Each TRV has for example a different heat ca-
pacity, heat transfer coefficients of the walls, etc... Thus,
the parameters of a model prepared for a room cannot
be used directly for another room. There is thus the need
to tailor the values of the parameters of a model for an a
priori unknown room, in order to get the best temperature
control possible.
[0062] All or a subset of the values of the parameters
can be calculated based on the characteristics of the
room, for example its size, the size of the windows. For
example, a heat transfer coefficient K can be calculated
for a wall based on the surface, the material and the width
of the wall. Similarly, a heat capacity C of the room can
be calculated based on the volume of the room, and pre-
dicted radiation coefficients R based on a surface of a
window. Textures or materials inside the room can also
be used to calculate radiation coefficients R. Indeed, the
amount of heat absorbed by radiations by the room may
depend on how the solar radiations are absorbed by the
surfaces inside the room.
[0063] The all or a subset of the values of the param-
eters may be calculated by a learning module during a
training phase. This solution presents the advantage of
allowing a user to put a device for controlling the temper-
ature of the room, as a temperature sensor of the TRV,
and the model that best suits the room is automatically
calculated, without needing to perform any measurement
of the room.
[0064] The parameters of the model can be calculated
by the server 70. The server is then configured to receive
at least measurements of indoor temperature of the room
from the temperature sensors of the TRVs or any other
temperature sensor inside the room, and, optionaly, val-
ues of the outdoor temperature of the room. The server
is then configured to calculate parameters of the room
model based on received data, and send the parameters
to control the temperature of the room. The TRV of the
room then receives relevant values of parameters of the
model to control the indoor temperature of the room. This
solution has the advantage of letting a server with a lot
of computing power perform complex calculations of the
parameters of the model. Transfer of data from the
TRVs/thermostat through the relay may be executed at
different frequencies. The frequencies may vary over
time, since it may be necessary for the server to gather
more data when put in service than in regular on-going
service. The data may need to be cleaned or preproc-

essed prior to being input in the learning module of the
server, so as to filter abnormal or erroneous data as well
as outliers that may pollute the learning phase. Different
learning algorithms may be used for this calibration
phase. As example, a possibility is to compare the house
to an electronic circuit RC with C being the heat capacity
and R an image of the isolation and study afterward the
charge and discharge of the capacity to compute R and C.
[0065] Figure 10 represents a block diagram with pos-
sible combinations of steps of a method for temperature
synchronizing according to the invention. The method
comprises the step 501 of synchronizing the defined tem-
perature setpoint T1 to the one or more other TRVs 22,
23 defined in a synchronization list.
[0066] The method may comprise the step 502 of send-
ing to the TRVs a second temperature setpoint T2 im-
posed to the one or more other TRVs.
[0067] The method may comprise the step 503 of re-
ceiving a third temperature setpoint T3 from an internet
web application possibly commanded from a smartphone
16 connected to an internet network 15.
[0068] The method may comprise the step 504 of stor-
ing a time schedule 17 of temperature setpoints, the time
schedule of temperature setpoints being the same for
the one or more other TRVs.
[0069] Moreover, the method may comprise the step
505 of detecting a temperature drop and the step 506 of
stopping the flow of hot medium coming from the heat
generator 10 circulating through the heat emitter 12, 13
to which it is connected.
[0070] Figure 11 represents a block diagram with oth-
ers possible combinations of steps of a method for tem-
perature synchronizing according to the invention.
[0071] The method may further comprise the step 507
of setting the opening of the TRV to adjust the flow fixed
so as to avoid any conflict between the defined temper-
ature setpoint of the TRV 22, 23 and a thermostat tem-
perature setpoint T4 received from a thermostat 60.
[0072] The method according to the invention may
comprise the step 508 of receiving a new temperature
setpoint from a thermostat 60 corresponding to control
parameters 75 calculated by a control algorithm 73 in a
server 70 based on environmental parameters 74 and a
thermostat temperature setpoint T4.
[0073] Furthermore, the method may comprise the
step 509 of storing in a memory a history 76 of real en-
vironmental parameters and control parameters 75 cal-
culated by a control algorithm 73 in the server 70 in re-
lation with the real environmental parameters.
[0074] Optionnally, according to the invention, either
as a by-product of the execution of the control algorithm
or in a manner that is not performed at the time of exe-
cuting the control algorithm, there may be a step 510 of
adapting the calculation of the control parameters 75 by
taking into account the history 76 by use of a learning
module of the control algorithm 73.
[0075] The examples disclosed in this specification are
only illustrative of some embodiments of the invention.
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They do not in any way limit the scope of said invention
which is defined by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A thermostatic radiator valve (TRV), the TRV com-
prising:

- a communication link configured to link the TRV
to one or more other TRVs;
- an input interface configured to allow a user to
enter a defined temperature setpoint (T1) or ac-
quire the defined temperature setpoint (T1) from
the one or more other TRVs;

wherein the TRV is further configured to synchronize
the defined temperature setpoint (T1) with the one
or more other TRVs defined in a synchronization list.

2. The TRV of claim 1, wherein the synchronization list
is stored in the TRV.

3. The TRV of claim 1 or 2, further configured to send
to the one or more other TRVs via its communication
link (32, 33) a second temperature setpoint (T2) im-
posed to the one or more other TRVs so as to send
the second temperature setpoint (T2) to the one or
more other TRVs.

4. The TRV of one claims 1 to 3, further connected to
an internet network (15) and configured to receive a
third temperature setpoint (T3) from an internet web
application or a smartphone application (16).

5. The TRV of one of claims 1 to 4, further configured
to read a time schedule (17) of temperature setpoints
stored in the synchronization list and the time sched-
ule (17) of temperature setpoints is the same for the
one or more other TRVs.

6. The TRV of one of claims 1 to 5, further configured
to detect a temperature drop and the TRV (22, 23)
is further configured to stop a flow of heat transfer
fluid from a thermal energy generator (10) entering
a heat exchanger (12, 13) to which it is connected
and to communicate to the one or more TRVs the
order to stop the flow of heat transfer fluid from the
thermal energy generator (10) entering the heat ex-
changers to which they are connected.

7. The TRV of one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising
an aperture (5) to adjust the flow of heat transfer fluid
depending on a thermostat temperature setpoint
(T4) received from a thermostat (60) in the same
room (9) so as to avoid any conflict between the de-
fined temperature setpoint of the TRV (22, 23) and
the thermostat temperature setpoint (T4).

8. The TRV of one of claims 1 to 7, further comprising
an aperture (5) to adjust the flow of heat transfer fluid
corresponding to control parameters (75) calculated
by a control algorithm (73) based on environmental
parameters (74) and a thermostat temperature set-
point (T4).

9. A server comprising :

- a communication link configured to link one or
more TRVs of a network;
- a memory having stored thereon:

o computer code instructions configured to
generate control commands of one or more
TRVs connected to the network;
o a database of values of temporal sequenc-
es of environmental parameters captured
from the one or more TRVs;

the one or more TRVs comprising an input interface
configured to allow a user to enter a defined temper-
ature setpoint, or acquire the defined temperature
setpoint, or acquire a measured temperature or de-
tect opening of the TRV from the one or more TRVs
and being further configured to:

- synchronize the defined temperature setpoint
with one or more other TRVs defined in a syn-
chronization list;
- receive a temperature setpoint from a thermo-
stat (60) connected to the one or more TRVs;

wherein the computer code instructions are based
on a model comprising control parameters which are
determined by a learning module receiving as input
at least some of the values of temporal sequences
of environmental parameters captured from the one
or more TRV stored in the database.

10. A method for temperature synchronizing between a
plurality of thermostatic radiator valves (TRVs) con-
figured to adjust a flow of heat transfer fluid from a
thermal energy generator (10) entering a heat ex-
changer (12, 13) based on a temperature setpoint,
the TRVs comprising a communication link config-
ured to link the one or more TRVs and an input in-
terface configured to allow a user to enter a defined
temperature setpoint or acquire the defined temper-
ature setpoint from the one or more TRVs comprising
the step (501) of synchronizing the defined temper-
ature setpoint to the one or more other TRVs defined
in a synchronization list.
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