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(54) TRAJECTORY AMENDMENT SYSTEM

(57) Systems and methods for providing trajectory
amendments are provided. In one embodiment, a meth-
od can include identifying an arrival time slot (604) asso-
ciated with a landing area (606). The method can further
include providing to one or more second computing de-
vices (506A-B) of a plurality of operators, a first set of
data (510) identifying the arrival time slot (604). The
method can include receiving a second set of data (512)

indicating that a first operator of the plurality of operators
has selected the arrival time slot (604). The method can
further include determining one or more trajectory
amendments (514A) to allow a first aircraft (502A) asso-
ciated with the first operator to meet the arrival time slot
(604) associated with the landing area (606). The method
can include sending one or more trajectory amendments
(514A).
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present subject matter relates generally to
providing trajectory amendments and more particularly
to providing trajectory amendments for selection by an
operator.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Airlines currently have resources available to
collect data and calculate flight trajectory amendments
for an aircraft. However, such calculations can involve a
significant amount of computational and human resourc-
es. This can take away valuable resources that can be
allocated to more critical tasks associated with the oper-
ation of an aircraft fleet. Moreover, some smaller airlines
may not have the same level of access to certain data
sources as other, larger airlines. As such, the ability for
smaller airlines to calculate advantageous trajectory
amendments may be limited.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0003] Aspects and advantages of the present disclo-
sure will be set forth in part in the following description,
or may be learned from the description, or may be learned
through practice of the examples disclosed herein.
[0004] One example aspect of the present disclosure
is directed to a computer-implemented method of provid-
ing trajectory amendments. The method can include
identifying, by one or more first computing devices, an
arrival time slot associated with a landing area. The meth-
od can further include providing, by the one or more com-
puting devices to one or more second computing devices
of a plurality of operators, a first set of data identifying
the arrival time slot. The method can include receiving,
by the one or more first computing devices, a second set
of data indicating that a first operator of the plurality of
operators has selected the arrival time slot. The method
can further include determining, by the one or more first
computing devices, one or more trajectory amendments
to allow a first aircraft associated with the first operator
to meet the arrival time slot associated with the landing
area. The method can include sending, by the one or
more computing devices, the one or more trajectory
amendments.
[0005] Another example aspect of the present disclo-
sure is directed to a computing system for providing tra-
jectory amendments. The system can include one or
more processors and one or more memory devices. The
one or more memory devices can store instructions that
when executed by the one or more processors cause the
one or more processors to perform operations. The op-
erations can include identifying an arrival time slot asso-
ciated with a landing area. The operations can further
include providing for display in a user interface, to one

or more second computing devices of a plurality of op-
erators, a first set of data identifying the arrival time slot.
The operations can include receiving a second set of
data indicating that a first operator of the plurality of op-
erators has selected the arrival time slot. The operations
can further include determining one or more trajectory
amendments to allow a first aircraft associated with the
first operator to meet the arrival time slot associated with
the landing area. The operations can include sending the
one or more trajectory amendments to one or more op-
erators of the plurality of operators.
[0006] Yet another example aspect of the present dis-
closure is directed to a computing system for providing
trajectory amendments. The system can include one or
more processors and one or more memory devices. The
one or more memory devices can store instructions that
when executed by the one or more processors cause the
one or more processors to perform operations. The op-
erations can include identifying an arrival time slot asso-
ciated with a landing area. The operations can further
include providing, to one or more second computing de-
vices of a plurality of operators, a first set of data identi-
fying the arrival time slot. The operations can include
receiving a second set of data indicating that a first op-
erator of the plurality of operators has selected the arrival
time slot. The operations can further include determining
one or more trajectory amendments to allow a first aircraft
associated with the first operator to meet the arrival time
slot associated with the landing area. The operations can
include receiving a set of data indicating that a third party
entity has accepted the trajectory amendment. The op-
erations can further include sending the one or more tra-
jectory amendments to one or more operators of the plu-
rality of operators.
[0007] Other example aspects of the present disclo-
sure are directed to systems, methods, aircrafts, avionics
systems, devices, user interfaces, non-transitory com-
puter-readable media for providing trajectory amend-
ments.
[0008] Variations and modifications can be made to
these example aspects of the present disclosure.
[0009] These and other features, aspects and advan-
tages of various examples will become better understood
with reference to the following description and appended
claims. The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-
rated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
aspects of the present disclosure and, together with the
description, serve to explain the related principles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Detailed discussion of embodiments directed to
one of ordinary skill in the art are set forth in the specifi-
cation, which makes reference to the appended figures,
in which:

FIG. 1 depicts an example system according to ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure;

1 2 



EP 3 261 028 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

FIG. 2 depicts an example user interface according
to example embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 depicts an example user interface according
to example embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 depicts a flow diagram of an example method
for providing trajectory amendments according to ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 depicts an example system according to ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 depicts an example user interface according
to example embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 depicts a flow diagram of an example method
for providing trajectory amendments according to ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 8 depicts an example system according to ex-
ample embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Reference now will be made in detail to embod-
iments of the present disclosure, one or more example(s)
of which are illustrated in the drawings. Each example is
provided by way of explanation of the present disclosure,
not limitation of the present disclosure. In fact, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifica-
tions and variations can be made in the present disclo-
sure without departing from the scope or spirit of the
present disclosure. For instance, features illustrated or
described as part of one embodiment can be used with
another embodiment to yield a still further embodiment.
Thus, it is intended that the present disclosure covers
such modifications and variations as come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.
[0012] Example aspects of the present disclosure are
directed to system and methods for providing trajectory
amendments. For instance, a cloud-based computing
system associated with a service provider can identify a
current trajectory associated with an aircraft. The com-
puting system can determine a trajectory amendment as-
sociated with the aircraft, in real-time. A trajectory
amendment can be, for instance, a combination of user
defined constraints and/or targets and aircraft perform-
ance characteristics captured in a computer that include
a deviation (e.g., in speed, altitude, heading, path) from
at least a portion of the current trajectory and/or flight
plan of the aircraft. The trajectory of an aircraft can be
amended by, for example, changing at least one of a
flight plan (e.g., constraints on the map, points to
traverse), altitude constraints along the flight plan, and/or
time/speed constraints along the flight plan.
[0013] The computing system can determine a project-
ed operations value (e.g., fuel savings, noise savings,

emissions savings) and a price associated with the tra-
jectory amendment. The computing system can make
the trajectory amendment available for selection (e.g.
purchase) by communicating the projected operations
value and price of the trajectory amendment to an oper-
ator associated with the aircraft. As used herein, an op-
erator can include an airspace user, airline, private op-
erator, business jet operator, UAV operator, etc. In the
event that an operator selects (e.g., purchases) the tra-
jectory amendment, the computing system can provide
the operator with the details of the trajectory amendment
(e.g., change in speed, altitude, heading, path) such that
it can implement the trajectory amendment with the air-
craft. In this way, the computing system can act as a
trajectory amendment brokerage that provides, in real-
time, trajectory amendments to operator customers
based on market demand as well as operations savings
opportunities associated therewith.
[0014] More particularly, the computing system of the
service provider can identify at least a portion of the cur-
rent trajectory associated with an aircraft. For instance,
the computing system can receive data indicative of the
current trajectory from at least one of the aircraft, an op-
erator computing system, one or more data source(s)
(e.g., databases associated with aircraft data monitoring
entities), and/or another system that can provide such
information. The computing system can identify one or
more conditions (e.g., speed, heading, altitude, path,
time) associated with the current trajectory.
[0015] The computing system can determine a trajec-
tory amendment associated with the aircraft in real-time.
For instance, the computing system can receive a plu-
rality of parameters associated with the aircraft. The pa-
rameters can include weather information, wind shear
information, flight traffic information, air traffic rules/con-
straints, aircraft type, aircraft location information, and/or
other types of information associated with the aircraft
and/or that can be used to determine a trajectory (or tra-
jectory amendment) associated with the aircraft. The
computing system can determine a trajectory amend-
ment associated with the aircraft based, at least in part,
on the plurality of parameters (e.g., using a four-dimen-
sional flight trajectory optimization technique). The tra-
jectory amendment can be more cost-effective than at
least a portion of the aircraft’s current trajectory.
[0016] The computing system can determine a project-
ed operations value and/or a price associated with the
trajectory amendment. The projected operations value
can include a variety of potential operations values. For
instance, as further described herein, the projected op-
erations value can include a fuel savings value, a noise
savings value, an emissions savings value, a time sav-
ings value, and/or a turbulence savings value. Each such
value can indicate an amount/level of the fuel, noise,
emissions, time, turbulence, etc. The price can be based,
at least in part, on the projected demand for the trajectory
amendment, the supply of trajectory amendments for the
aircraft, the projected operations value, and/or a level of
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uncertainty/error associated with the trajectory amend-
ment. In some implementations, the computing systems
can implement machine learning techniques and/or al-
gorithms to help determine the price associated with the
trajectory amendment based, at least in part, on past
and/or present activity (e.g., purchasing activity) of the
operator. Such techniques can help the service provider
determine a market optimized price for the trajectory
amendment.
[0017] The computing systems can provide the trajec-
tory amendment for selection by an operator. For in-
stance, the computing system can provide, to an operator
associated with the aircraft, a set of data identifying the
trajectory amendment. Such identification can indicate
that the trajectory amendment is available for purchase.
The set of data can also be indicative of the projected
operations value and/or the price associated with the tra-
jectory amendment. In some implementations, the oper-
ations value can be available publically, while the price
can be available privately, only to the operator associated
with the aircraft. The operator can receive the set of data
and display it on a user interface, which can allow the
operator to select (e.g., purchase) the trajectory amend-
ment. In some implementations, an air traffic controller
can review the trajectory amendment before it is selected
by the operator. The air traffic controller can approve,
reject, and/or promote the trajectory amendment (e.g.,
based on the projected operations value), as further de-
scribed herein,
[0018] In the event that the operator selects the trajec-
tory amendment, the computing system can send a set
of data indicative of the trajectory amendment to the se-
lecting operator. The set of data can include the details
of the trajectory amendment such as a change in speed,
altitude, heading, path, etc. of the aircraft. The operator
can implement the trajectory amendment, for example,
by sending the trajectory amendment to the aircraft. Ad-
ditionally, and/or alternatively, upon selection, the com-
puting system can send the set of data indicative of the
trajectory amendment directly to the aircraft (e.g., a flight
management system) for implementation.
[0019] Other example aspects of the present disclo-
sure are directed to a brokerage system for providing
arrival time slots. For instance, the computing system
can identify and provide arrival time slots associated with
a landing area (e.g., airport) for selection (e.g., purchase)
by a plurality of operators. Each of the operators can
have an opportunity to select the arrival time slot by sub-
mitted a bid to the computing system. The highest bidder
can select the trajectory amendment. Upon selection, the
computing system can determine one or more trajectory
amendments to allow a designated aircraft of the oper-
ator to meet the arrival time slot. For example, the com-
puting system can determine a trajectory amendment for
the designated aircraft such that it can properly arrive at
the arrival time slot. Additionally, and/or alternatively, the
computing system can determine one or more trajectory
amendment(s) for other aircrafts to prevent the aircrafts

from interfering with the designated aircraft meeting the
arrival time slot, as further described herein.
[0020] The systems and methods according to exam-
ple aspects of the present disclosure provide cost-effi-
cient trajectory amendments to operator customers in
real-time. More particularly, this brokerage-type system
can compute, store, and valuate flight trajectory amend-
ments in real-time and provide operations savings op-
portunities to users, without the need for the service pro-
vider to prove the value of the service. Moreover, the
systems and methods enable the flight controllers to
more easily and effectively ensure safety while affecting
airspace noise, congestion, and emissions. In this way,
the systems and methods according to example aspects
of the present disclosure have a technical effect of en-
couraging fuel, emissions, noise, etc. minimizing behav-
ior in controlled airspace.
[0021] FIG. 1 depicts an example system 100 accord-
ing to example embodiments of the present disclosure.
As shown the system 100 can include an aircraft 102, a
computing system 104, an operator computing system
106, and one or more data source(s) 108. As further de-
scribed herein, the aircraft 102, the computing system
104, the operator computing system 106, and the data
source(s) 108 can be configured to communicate with
one another (e.g., to send and/or receive data) via one
or more networks.
[0022] The aircraft 102 can include one or more en-
gine(s), a fuselage, and a flight management system 103.
The aircraft 102 can be associated with a current trajec-
tory 110. The flight management system can be config-
ured to implement the current trajectory 110 such that
the aircraft 102 can travel according to the trajectory. For
instance, the flight management system 103 can imple-
ment the current trajectory 110 using the auto-pilot sys-
tem of the aircraft 102. In some implementations, imple-
mentation of the current trajectory 110 can include man-
ual user interaction, for example, by a member of a flight
crew. As further described herein, the flight management
system 103 can be configured to implement a trajectory
amendment associated with the aircraft 102.
[0023] The computing system 104 can be, for example,
associated with a service provider that makes trajectory
amendments available to operators. The computing sys-
tem 104 can include one or more first computing de-
vice(s) 112. The computing device(s) 112 can include
various components for performing various operations
and functions. For example, and as further described
herein, the computing device(s) 112 can include one or
more processor(s) and one or more memory device(s).
The one or more memory device(s) can store instructions
that when executed by the one or more processor(s)
cause the one or more processor(s) to perform the op-
erations and functions for providing trajectory amend-
ments, as described herein.
[0024] The operator computing system 106 can be as-
sociated with an operator that includes the aircraft 102
in the operator’s fleet of aircrafts. The operator computing
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system 106 can be associated with an entity of the op-
erator that is related to and/or responsible for the trajec-
tory management of the operator’s aircraft fleet. For in-
stance, the operator computing system 106 can be as-
sociated with an operations center (or other entity) that
is responsible for monitoring, managing, directing, imple-
menting, etc. the trajectories and/or trajectory amend-
ments for the aircraft 102. The operator computing sys-
tem 106 can include one or more second computing de-
vice(s) 114 of the operator. The second computing de-
vice(s) 114 can include various components for perform-
ing various operations and functions. For example, the
computing device(s) 114 can include one or more proc-
essor(s) and one or more memory device(s). The one or
more memory device(s) can store instructions that when
executed by the one or more processor(s) cause the one
or more processor(s) to perform the operations and func-
tions described herein.
[0025] The data source(s) 108 can be associated with
one or more entities that collect, monitor, and/or store
parameters associated with aircrafts (e.g., aircraft 102)
and/or avionics systems. For example, the data source(s)
108 can be associated with a weather data center, the
federal aviation administration, an air traffic center, an
operator operations center, a satellite monitoring system,
an individual aircraft, etc. The data source(s) 108 can
include one or more computing device(s) that are con-
figured to collect, monitor, and/or store a plurality of pa-
rameters 116 associated with an aircraft (e.g., aircraft
102). For instance, the parameters 116 can include
weather information, wind shear information, flight traffic
information, air traffic rules/constraints, current flight plan
and/or trajectory information for an aircraft (e.g., aircraft
102), aircraft performance information, aircraft type, air-
craft location information, radar information, voice com-
munication information, publically available information,
service-based information, any other information asso-
ciated with a particular aircraft (e.g., aircraft 102), and/or
any other information that may be considered when cal-
culating a trajectory and/or trajectory amendment. The
data source(s) 108 can be configured to send the plurality
of parameters 116 to the computing device(s) 112 of the
computing system 104.
[0026] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to identify at least a portion of the current trajectory 110
associated with the aircraft 102. For instance, the com-
puting device(s) 112 can be configured to receive data
indicative of the current trajectory 110 from at least one
of the aircraft 102, the operator computing system 106,
the data source(s) 108, and/or another system that can
provide such information. The computing device(s) 112
can be configured to identify one or more conditions as-
sociated with the current trajectory 110. For example, the
computing device(s) 112 can be configured to identify a
speed, a heading, an altitude, a path, a time, a location,
a fuel level, a noise level, an emissions level, etc. asso-
ciated with at least one or more portion(s) and/or way-
point(s) of the current trajectory 110. By way of example,

the computing device(s) 112 can be configured to deter-
mine at least one of a first fuel level 118A, a first noise
level 118B, and/or a first emissions level 118C associat-
ed with the current trajectory 110.
[0027] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to determine a trajectory amendment 120 for the aircraft
102. For instance, the computing device(s) 112 can be
configured to receive the plurality of parameters 116 as-
sociated with the aircraft 102 from the data source(s)
108. The computing device(s) 112 can be configured to
determine the trajectory amendment 120 associated with
the aircraft 102 based, at least in part, on the plurality of
parameters 116 and/or the current trajectory 110. For
example, the computing device(s) 112 can perform a
four-dimensional flight trajectory optimization based, at
least in part, on the plurality of parameters 116 that are
available to the computing device(s) 112. Additionally,
and/or alternatively, by using the condition(s) associated
with the current trajectory 110, the computing device(s)
112 can be configured to determine the trajectory amend-
ment 120 based, at least in part, on the plurality of pa-
rameters 116 such that the trajectory amendment 120 is
more cost-effective than the current trajectory 110 asso-
ciated with the aircraft 102.
[0028] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to determine a projected operations value associated
with the trajectory amendment 120. The projected oper-
ations value can include at least one of a fuel savings
value, a noise savings value, an emissions savings value,
a time savings value (e.g., time savings to destination,
some other location), a turbulence savings value, and/or
another value indicative of an advantage provided by the
trajectory amendment 120. In some implementations, the
computing device(s) 112 can determine the projected op-
erations value associated with the trajectory amendment
120, based at least in part, on the current trajectory 110
and the trajectory amendment 120. For example, as in-
dicated above, the computing device(s) 112 can be con-
figured to determine at least one of a first fuel level 118A,
a first noise level 118B, and/or a first emissions level
118C associated with the current trajectory 110. The
computing device(s) 112 can also be configured to de-
termine at least one of a second fuel level 122A, a second
noise level 122B, and/or a second emissions level 122C
associated with the trajectory amendment 120. The com-
puting device(s) 112 can be configured to determine the
projected operations value associated with the trajectory
amendment 120 based, at least in part, on at least one
of a difference between the first fuel level 118A and the
second fuel level 122A, a difference between the first
noise level 118B and the second noise level 122B, and
a difference between the first emissions level 118C and
the second emissions level 122C.
[0029] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to determine a price associated with the trajectory
amendment 120. For example, the computing device(s)
112 can be configured to determine the price based, at
least in part, on the projected demand for the trajectory
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amendment 120, the supply of trajectory amendments
for the aircraft 102, the projected operations value, and/or
a level of uncertainty associated with the trajectory
amendment 120 (e.g., error in projected operations val-
ue). The price can be specific to the operator. Addition-
ally, and/or alternatively, the computing device(s) 112
can be configured to implement machine learning tech-
niques and/or algorithms to help determine the price as-
sociated with the trajectory amendment 120 based, at
least in part, on past and/or present activity (e.g., pur-
chasing activity) of the operator. In this way, the comput-
ing device(s) 112 can be configured to find a market op-
timized price for the trajectory amendment 120.
[0030] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to provide, to the other computing device(s) 114, a set
of data 124 identifying the trajectory amendment 120.
For example, identification of the trajectory amendment
120 can include indicating that the trajectory amendment
120 is available for selection (e.g., purchase). The set of
data 124 can also, and/or alternatively, indicate the price
associated with the trajectory amendment 120 and/or the
projected operations value associated with the trajectory
amendment 120. For instance, the computing device(s)
112 can be configured to generate an output indicating
that the trajectory amendment 120 is available, the air-
craft 102, the projected operations value, and/or the price
associated with the trajectory amendment 120. The com-
puting device(s) 112 can be configured to send the output
to the computing device(s) 114 of the operator associated
with the aircraft 102 for display via a user interface.
[0031] For example, FIG. 2 depicts an example user
interface 200 according to example embodiments of the
present disclosure. The user interface 200 can be dis-
played on a display device associated with the computing
device(s) 114. As shown in FIG. 2, an output 202 includ-
ing the set of data 124 can be displayed via the user
interface 200. For example, the user interface 200 can
identify the trajectory amendment 120 (e.g., "TRAJEC-
TORY AMENDMENT A"), the aircraft 102 associated
with the trajectory amendment 120 (e.g., "AIRCRAFT
NO. A-AAAA"), the price 204 (e.g., $1000.00), and/or the
projected operations value 206. The price 204 can be
private to the operator, such that only the operator can
view the price 204 associated with the trajectory amend-
ment 120.
[0032] The projected operations value 206 can include
a variety of potential operations values. For instance, as
shown, the projected operations value 206 can include
at least one of a fuel savings value 206A, a noise savings
value 206B, and/or an emissions savings value 206C.
The projected operations value 206 can also, and/or al-
ternatively, include a time operations value. In some im-
plementations, the user interface 200 will not display a
savings value in terms of currency associated with the
trajectory amendment 120. Moreover, in some imple-
mentations, the projected operations value 206 can be
made publically available, such that other operators can
view the projected operations value 206 associated with

the trajectory amendment 120.
[0033] In some implementations, the projected opera-
tions value 206 can include an aggregate operations val-
ue 206D. The aggregate operations value 206D can be
indicative of the agreement amount of savings the oper-
ator has experienced by selecting (e.g., purchasing) tra-
jectory amendments from the provider associated with
the computing device(s) 112 over a certain time period
(e.g., day, month, year, all time). The aggregate opera-
tions value 206D can be indicated in terms of fuel, noise,
emissions, time, etc. In some implementations, the ag-
gregate operations value 206D can include the projected
operations value 206 associated with the trajectory
amendment 120, while in some implementations the ag-
gregate operations value 206D can include only the op-
erations values associated with trajectory amendments
that have been previously selected by the operator. In
this way, the user interface 200 can indicate to the oper-
ator the amount that the operator has saved by selecting
trajectory amendments from the provider and/or the
amount the aggregate savings will further increase by
selecting the trajectory amendment 120. It should be not-
ed that while the price 204, the projected operations value
206, etc. are displayed for the operator at this pre-selec-
tion stage, the parameters of the trajectory amendment
120 are not displayed prior to selection of the trajectory
amendment 120.
[0034] The user interface 200 can allow for a selection
of the trajectory amendment 120. For example, as shown
in FIG. 2, the user interface 200 can include an interactive
element 208 (e.g., button, entry field, menu) with which
a user of the computing device(s) 114 of the operator
can interact with to select the trajectory amendment 120.
Selecting the trajectory amendment 120 can include pur-
chasing the trajectory amendment 120. In some imple-
mentations, the computing device(s) 114 can be config-
ured to automatically select the trajectory amendment
120 in the event that the trajectory amendment 120 meets
one or more limits (e.g., price limit, projected savings
limit). These limits can be, for example, set by the oper-
ator and/or a user associated therewith.
[0035] Returning to FIG. 1, upon selection of the tra-
jectory amendment 120, the computing device(s) 114
can send a second set of data 126 indicating that the
operator has selected the trajectory amendment 120.
The computing device(s) 112 can be configured to re-
ceive the second set of data 126 indicating that the op-
erator (associated with the aircraft 102) has selected the
trajectory amendment 120. The computing device(s) 112
can be configured to send a third set of data 128 indicative
of the trajectory amendment 120 in real-time. The third
set of data 128 can indicate one or more second param-
eters (further described below) associated with the tra-
jectory amendment 120. In some implementations, the
computing device(s) 112 can send the third set of data
128 to the aircraft 102 (e.g., to the flight management
system). In this way, the aircraft 102 can implement the
trajectory amendment 120. For example, a flight crew
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member of the aircraft 102 can interact with the flight
management system 103 and/or other control systems
to implement the trajectory amendment 120. Additionally,
and/or alternatively, the flight management system 103
of the aircraft 102 can implement at least a portion of the
trajectory amendment 120 with the auto-pilot system of
the aircraft 102.
[0036] In some implementations, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can be configured to send the third set of data
128 indicating one or more second parameters associ-
ated with the trajectory amendment 120 to the one or
more second computing device(s) 114 of the operator
associated with the aircraft 102. The third set of data 128
can then be displayed via a user interface to show the
second parameters associated with the trajectory
amendment 120 to the operator (and/or a user associat-
ed therewith).
[0037] For example, FIG. 3 depicts an example user
interface 300 according to example embodiments of the
present disclosure. The computing device(s) 114 of the
operator can display an output 302 including the third set
of data 128 via the user interface 300. As shown in FIG.
3, the third set of data 128 can be indicative of the second
parameters 304 of the trajectory amendment 120 (e.g.,
the details of the trajectory amendment 120). For in-
stance, the second parameters 304 can include least one
of a speed change 304A associated with the aircraft 102,
an altitude change 304B associated with the aircraft 102,
a heading change 304C associated with the aircraft 102,
and/or a path change 304D associated with the aircraft
102. In some implementations, the parameters 304 are
made available to the operator only after selection (e.g.,
purchase) of the trajectory amendment 120. Additionally,
and/or alternatively, the user interface 300 can display a
graphical representation 306 of the current trajectory 110
and/or the trajectory amendment 120.
[0038] The computing device(s) 114 of the operator
can be configured to implement the trajectory amend-
ment 102. For example, computing device(s) 114 can
send data indicative of the trajectory amendment 120 to
the aircraft 102. The aircraft 102 can be configured to
implement the trajectory amendment 120. For example,
a flight crew member of the aircraft 102 can interact with
the flight management system 103 and/or other control
systems to implement the trajectory amendment 120. Ad-
ditionally, and/or alternatively, the flight management
system 103 of the aircraft 102 can implement at least a
portion of the trajectory amendment 120 via the auto-pilot
system of the aircraft 102.
[0039] Returning to FIG. 1, in some implementations,
the trajectory amendment 120 can be received and/or
reviewed by a third party entity 130. For example, the
third part entity can be associated with an administrative
agency, government agency, air traffic control entity, etc.
The computing device(s) 112 can send data indicative
of the trajectory amendment 120 (e.g., sets of data 124,
126, 128) to the third party entity 130 for approval. The
third party entity 130 (e.g., air traffic control entity) can

receive data indicative of the trajectory amendment 120
(e.g., sets of data 124, 126, 128) to review the trajectory
amendment 120. Such review can take place before the
trajectory amendment 120 is identified to the operator,
while the trajectory amendment 120 is available for se-
lection, and/or before the trajectory amendment 120 is
implemented. In this way, the third party entity 130 (e.g.,
air traffic control entity) can review the parameters 304
of the trajectory amendment 120 to evaluate the safety
and/or effects (e.g., fuel, noise, emissions, time, turbu-
lence savings) of the trajectory amendment 120. The
third party entity 130 can accept or reject the trajectory
amendment 120 (e.g., in whole or in part) depending, at
least in part, on whether it approves or disapproves of
the parameters 304 and/or effects of the trajectory
amendment 120In the event that the trajectory amend-
ment 120 is accepted by the third party entity 130 (e.g.,
by action and/or inaction by the third party entity 130),
the trajectory amendment 120 will be made available
(and/or continue being available) for selection. If the tra-
jectory amendment 120 is rejected by the third party entity
130 (e.g., by action and/or inaction by the third party entity
130), the trajectory amendment 120 will not be made
available (and/or cease being available) for selection.
[0040] In some implementations, the third party entity
130 can promote the trajectory amendment 120. For ex-
ample, the third party entity 130 may wish to promote
fuel, noise, and/or emissions savings. In the event that
the trajectory amendment 120 is associated with a sec-
ond fuel level 122A, a second noise level 122B, and/or
a second emissions level 122C and/or the savings levels
are above a threshold level, the third party entity 130 can
be configured to subsidize the price 204 of the trajectory
amendment 120. In this way, the third party entity 130
can encourage the selection of the trajectory amendment
120 to promote certain savings associated with the tra-
jectory amendment 120.
[0041] FIG. 4 depicts a flow diagram of an example
method 400 for providing trajectory amendments accord-
ing to example embodiments of the present disclosure.
FIG. 4 can be implemented by one or more computing
device(s), such as the computing device(s) depicted in
FIGS. 1 and 8. One or more step(s) of the method 400
can be performed while aircraft 102 is in-flight. In addition,
FIG. 4 depicts steps performed in a particular order for
purposes of illustration and discussion. Those of ordinary
skill in the art, using the disclosures provided herein, will
understand that the various steps of any of the methods
disclosed herein can be modified, adapted, expanded,
rearranged, and/or omitted in various ways without de-
viating from the scope of the present disclosure.
[0042] At (402), the method 400 can include identifying
at least a portion of a current trajectory associated with
an aircraft. For instance, the computing device(s) 112
can identify at least a portion of the current trajectory 110
associated with the aircraft 102. The computing device(s)
112 can receive data indicative of the current trajectory
110 from at least one of the aircraft 102, the operator
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computing system 106, the data source(s) 108, and/or
another system that can provide such information. The
computing device(s) 112 can identify one or more con-
ditions (e.g., speed, heading, altitude, path, time) asso-
ciated with the current trajectory 110, as described
above.
[0043] At (404), the method 400 can include receiving
a plurality of parameters associated with the aircraft. For
example, the computing device(s) 112 can receive a plu-
rality of parameters 116 associated with the aircraft 102.
The parameters 116 can be received from the data
source(s) 108, the second computing device(s) 114 of
the operator, and/or the aircraft 102. As indicated above,
the parameters 116 can include various types of infor-
mation that can be associated with the aircraft 102 and/or
can be used to determine a trajectory (or trajectory
amendment) associated with the aircraft 102.
[0044] At (406), the method 400 can include determin-
ing a trajectory amendment associated with the aircraft.
For instance, the computing device(s) 112 can determine
a trajectory amendment 120 associated with the aircraft
102 based, at least in part, on the plurality of parameters
116. In some implementations, the computing device(s)
112 can perform a four-dimensional flight trajectory op-
timization based, at least in part, on the plurality of pa-
rameters 116 to determine the trajectory amendment 120
associated with the aircraft 102. The trajectory amend-
ment can include one or more second parameters 304
that can include at least one of a speed change 304A
associated with the aircraft 102, an altitude change 304B
associated with the aircraft 102, a heading change 304C
associated with the aircraft 102, and/or a path change
304D associated with the aircraft 102. The changes can
be relative to the conditions (e.g., speed, altitude, head-
ing, path) associated with one or more portion(s) of the
current trajectory 110.
[0045] Additionally, and/or alternatively, the computing
device(s) 112 can determine a trajectory amendment 120
associated with the aircraft 102 based, at least in part,
on the current trajectory 110. For example, as indicated
above, the computing device(s) 112 can identify at least
a portion of the current trajectory 110 associated with the
aircraft 102 and/or one or more conditions associated
therewith. By using the condition(s) identified for the cur-
rent trajectory 110, the computing device(s) 112 can de-
termine the trajectory amendment 120 such that the tra-
jectory amendment 120 is more cost-effective than the
current trajectory 110 associated with the aircraft 102.
[0046] At (408), the method 400 can include determin-
ing a projected operations value associated with the tra-
jectory amendment. For instance, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can determine a projected operations value
206 associated with the trajectory amendment 120. The
projected operations value 206 can include a variety of
potential operations values. For instance, as indicated
above, the projected operations value 206 can include
at least one of a fuel savings value 206A, a noise savings
value 206B, an emissions savings value 206C, and/or

an aggregate savings value 206D. The projected oper-
ations value 206 can also, and/or alternatively, include a
time savings value and/or a turbulence savings value.
[0047] In some implementations, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can determine the projected operations value
206 by calculating a difference in levels associated with
the current trajectory 110 and the trajectory amendment
120. For example, the computing device(s) 112 can de-
termine at least one of a first fuel level 118A, a first noise
level 118B, and/or a first emissions level 118C associat-
ed with the current trajectory 110. The computing de-
vice(s) 112 can determine at least one of a second fuel
level 122A, a second noise level 122B, and a second
emissions level 122C associated with the trajectory
amendment 120. The computing device(s) 112 can de-
termine the projected operations value 206 associated
with the trajectory amendment 120 based, at least in part,
on at least one of a difference between the first fuel level
118A and the second fuel level 122A, a difference be-
tween the first noise level 118B and the second noise
level 122B, and a difference between the first emissions
level 118C and the second emissions level 122C.
[0048] At (410), the method can include determining a
price associated with the trajectory amendment. For in-
stance, the computing device(s) 112 can determine a
price 204 associated with the trajectory amendment 120.
In some implementations, the computing device(s) 112
can determine the price based, at least in part, on the
projected demand for the trajectory amendment 120, the
supply of trajectory amendments for the aircraft 102, the
projected operations value 206, and/or a level of uncer-
tainty/error associated with the trajectory amendment
120. The computing device(s) 112 can implement ma-
chine learning techniques and/or algorithms to help de-
termine the price 204 associated with the trajectory
amendment 120 based, at least in part, on past and/or
present activity (e.g., purchasing activity) of the operator.
Such techniques can help the provider associated with
the computing device(s) 112 determine a market opti-
mized price for the trajectory amendment 120.
[0049] At (412), the method can include providing the
trajectory amendment 120. For instance, the computing
device(s) 112 can provide, to the one or more second
computing device(s) 114 of an operator associated with
the aircraft 102, the set of data 124 identifying the trajec-
tory amendment 120. For example, the set of data 124
can indicate that the trajectory amendment 120 is avail-
able for purchase. The set of data 124 can also be indic-
ative of the projected operations value 206 and/or the
price 204 associated with the trajectory amendment 120.
For example, the computing device(s) 112 can generate
an output 202 indicating that the trajectory amendment
120 is available, the aircraft 102, the projected operations
value 206, and/or the price 204. The computing device(s)
112 can send the output 202 to the one or more second
computing device(s) 114 of the operator associated with
the aircraft 102 for display via the user interface 200. As
described above, the user interface 200 can allow for a
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selection of the trajectory amendment 120. The comput-
ing device(s) 114 can receive the output 202 and display
it via the user interface 200.
[0050] In some implementations, the set of data 124
can omit the second parameters 304 of the trajectory
amendment 120. For instance, as indicated above, the
second parameters 304 can be indicative of at least one
of the speed change 304A associated with the aircraft
102, the altitude change 304B associated with the aircraft
102, the heading change 304C associated with the air-
craft 102, and/or the path change 304D associated with
the aircraft 102. However, in some implementations, the
set of data 124 is not indicative of the second parameters
304 (e.g., the speed change 304A associated with the
aircraft 102, the altitude change 304B associated with
the aircraft 102, the heading change 304C associated
with the aircraft 102, and/or the path change 304D asso-
ciated with the aircraft 102). Concealment of the second
parameters 304 of the trajectory amendment 120 at the
pre-selection stage can provide further incentive for the
operator to select the trajectory amendment 120. Upon
selection of the trajectory amendment 120, the comput-
ing device(s) 114 can send the second set of data 126
indicating that the operator selected the trajectory
amendment 120.
[0051] At (414), the method can include receiving a
second set of data indicating that the operator associated
with the aircraft has selected the trajectory amendment.
For instance, the computing device(s) 112 can receive
the second set of data 126 indicating that the operator
associated with the aircraft 102 has selected the trajec-
tory amendment 120. By way of example, the operator
(e.g., a user associated therewith) can interact with the
interactive element 208 of the user interface 200 to select
(e.g., purchase) the trajectory amendment 120.
[0052] At (416), the method can include sending a third
set of data indicative of the trajectory amendment. For
instance, as indicated above, the computing device(s)
112 can send the third set of data 128 (e.g., indicating
one or more second parameter(s) 304 associated with
the trajectory amendment 120) to the one or more second
computing device(s) 114 of the operator associated with
the aircraft 102. This can occur after the trajectory
amendment 120 is selected by the operator. The com-
puting device(s) 114 of the operator can receive the third
set of data 128 and display the third set of data 128 via
the user interface 300 to show the second parameters
304 of the trajectory amendment 120 to the operator
(and/or operators thereof). As indicative above, the sec-
ond parameters 304 can be made available to the oper-
ator after selection (e.g., purchase) of the trajectory
amendment 120. The computing device(s) 114 of the op-
erator can implement the trajectory amendment 102, for
example, by sending data indicative of the trajectory
amendment 120 to the aircraft 102.
[0053] Additionally and/or alternatively, the computing
device(s) 112 can send the third set of data 128 indicating
one or more second parameter(s) associated with the

trajectory amendment 120 directly to the aircraft 102 such
that the aircraft 102 can implement the trajectory amend-
ment 120 (e.g., via the flight management system 103 of
the aircraft 102). In some implementations, this can be
done without sending the third set of data 126 to the com-
puting device(s) 114 of the operator.
[0054] In some implementations, the method 400 can
include sending the trajectory amendment for approval.
For instance, the computing device(s) 112 can send data
indicative of the trajectory amendment 120 (e.g., sets of
data 124, 126, 128) to the third party entity 130 for ap-
proval. The third party entity 130 (e.g., air traffic control
entity) can receive the data indicative of the trajectory
amendment 120 and review the second parameters 304
of the trajectory amendment 120, as described above.
The third party entity 130 can accept or reject the trajec-
tory amendment 120 depending, at least in part, on
whether it approves or disapproves of the second param-
eters 304 and/or effects (e.g., projected operations value,
fuel, noise, emissions savings) of the trajectory amend-
ment 120.
[0055] In some implementations, the method 400 can
include receiving data indicative of the acceptance or re-
jection of the trajectory amendment. For instance, the
computing device(s) 112 can receive a set of data indi-
cating that the third party entity 130 has rejected or ac-
cepted the trajectory amendment 120. For example, the
third party entity 130 can accept the trajectory amend-
ment 120 (e.g., by action and/or inaction by the third party
entity 130) and send a set of data indicating that the third
party entity 130 accepts the trajectory amendment 120.
The computing device(s) 112 can receive such data and
provide (or continue to provide) the trajectory amend-
ment 120. The third party entity 130 can reject the tra-
jectory amendment 120 (e.g., by action and/or inaction
by the third party entity 130) and send a set of data indi-
cating that the third party entity rejects the trajectory
amendment 120. The computing device(s) 112 can re-
ceive such data and not provide (or cease to provide) the
trajectory amendment 120.
[0056] Additionally, and/or alternatively, the method
400 can include receiving data indicative of a promotion
of the trajectory amendment. The third party entity 130
can decide to promote the trajectory amendment 120 due
to, for example, the projected operations value 206 as-
sociated with the trajectory amendment 120. The third
party entity 130 can send a set of data to the computing
device(s) 112 indicating that the third party entity pro-
motes the trajectory amendment 120. By way of example,
such a set of data can indicate that the third party entity
wishes to subsidize the price 204 of the trajectory amend-
ment 120. The computing device(s) 112 can receive this
set of data from the third party entity 130 and send the
set of data 124 (e.g., to the computing device(s) 114 of
the operator) indicating that the trajectory amendment
120 is available, a subsidized price, an operations value,
and/or an indication of an approval and/or promotion of
the trajectory amendment 120 by the third party entity
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130.
[0057] FIG. 5 depicts an example system 500 accord-
ing to example embodiments of the present disclosure.
As shown, the system 500 can include a plurality of air-
crafts 502A-B, the computing system 104 (including com-
puting device(s) 112), data source(s) 507, and a plurality
of computing systems 504A-B (e.g., including computing
device(s) 506A-B) each associated with a different op-
erator. As further described herein, the aircraft 102, the
plurality of aircrafts 502A-B, the computing system 104,
the data source(s) 1507, and the plurality of computing
systems 504A-B can be configured to communicate with
one another (e.g., to send and/or receive data) via one
or more networks.
[0058] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to provide arrival time slots via a bidding-type system.
For example, the computing device(s) 112 can be con-
figured to identify an arrival time slot associated with a
landing area (e.g., airport). The arrival time slot can be
a time that is available for an aircraft to arrive at (e.g.,
within the vicinity of) the landing area. The data sources
507 can be associated with one or more entities (e.g., air
traffic control, airports) that collect, monitor, and/or store
information associated with arrival time slots. The com-
puting device(s) 112 can be configured to identify the
arrival time slot by, for example, receiving a set of data
507 indicative of the arrival time slot from the data sourc-
es 108.
[0059] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to provide, to one or more second computing device(s)
506A-B of a plurality of operators, a first set of data 510
identifying that the arrival time slot is available. This can
include indicating that the arrival time slot is available for
purchase. The computing device(s) 112 can provide the
first set of data 510 to the computing device(s) 506A of
a first operator and to the computing device(s) 506B of
a second operator. The arrival time slot can be selected
(e.g., purchased) by the first or second operator by bid-
ding on the arrival time slot through a user interface.
[0060] For example, FIG. 6 depicts an example user
interface 600 according to example embodiments of the
present disclosure. The computing device(s) 506A-B of
a first and second operators can be configured to receive
the first set of data 510 and display an output 602 that is
indicative of the arrival time slot 604 (e.g., "ARRIVAL
TIME SLOT A"). The first set of data 510 can also indicate
the landing area 606 (e.g., "LANDING AREA A") asso-
ciated with the arrival time slot 604 and this information
can be displayed on the user interface 600.
[0061] In some implementations, each of the plurality
of operators is able to select the arrival time slot 604 by
submitting a bid to the one or more computing device(s)
112. In some implementations, the user interface 600
can include an interactive element 608 (e.g., button, entry
field, menu) with which a user of the computing device(s)
506A-B can interact to bid on the arrival time slot 604.
By way of example, the first operator and/or second op-
erator can submit a bid for the arrival time slot 604 by

interacting with the interactive element 608. At the end
of a time period (e.g., auction time period), the operator
with the highest bid can select (e.g., purchase) the arrival
time slot 604. For example, in the event that the first op-
erator has a higher bid than the second operator, the first
operator will select the arrival time slot 604.
[0062] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to receive an indication that the arrival time slot 604 has
been selected. For instance, upon selection of the arrival
time 604, the computing device(s) 506A of the first op-
erator can be configured to send the second set of data
512 indicating that the first operator has selected the ar-
rival time slot 604. The computing device(s) 112 can be
configured to receive the second set of data 512 indicat-
ing that the first operator (of the plurality of operators)
has selected the arrival time slot 604 (e.g., via the user
interface 600).
[0063] The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to determine one or more trajectory amendments to allow
a first aircraft 502A associated with the first operator (e.g.,
that selected the arrival time slot 604) to meet the arrival
time slot 604 associated with the landing area 606. For
instance, in a manner similar to that described above,
the computing device(s) 112 can receive a plurality of
parameters from the data source(s) 108. Based, at least
in part, on the plurality of parameters, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can determine one or more trajectory amend-
ments 514A-B associated with one or more aircrafts
502A-B.
[0064] In some implementations, at least one of the
trajectory amendments 514A-B can be associated with
a first aircraft 502A of the first operator (e.g., that selected
the arrival time slot). For example, a first trajectory
amendment 514A can be associated with the first aircraft
502A and can include one or more parameters (e.g., a
change in speed, altitude, heading, path) to allow the first
aircraft 502A to meet the arrival time slot 604 associated
with the landing area 606. The computing device(s) 112
can send the first trajectory amendment 514A to the air-
craft 502A and/or the computing device(s) 506A for im-
plementation of the trajectory amendment 514A, in a
manner similar to that described above.
[0065] In some implementations, one or more of the
trajectory amendments 514A-B can be associated with
aircrafts (e.g., 502B) of one or more operators other than
the first operator. For example, a second trajectory
amendment 514B can be associated with the second air-
craft 502B of the second operator that did not select the
arrival time slot. The second trajectory amendment 514B
can include one or more parameters (e.g., a change in
speed, altitude, heading, path) to prevent the second air-
craft 502B from obstructing the first aircraft 502A from
meeting the arrival time slot 604 associated with the land-
ing area 606. The computing device(s) 112 can be con-
figured to send the second trajectory amendment 514B
to the computing device(s) 506B associated with the sec-
ond operator. The computing device(s) 112 can be con-
figured to incentivize the second operator to implement
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the second trajectory amendment 514B, for example, by
paying the second operator. In such case, the profit to
the provider can include the difference between the bid
price paid by the first operator and the cost to sell the
second trajectory amendment 514B to the second oper-
ator.
[0066] In some implementations, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can send the trajectory amendment(s) 514A-
B for approval. For instance, the computing device(s) 112
can send data indicative of the trajectory amendment
514A-B to the third party entity 130 for approval. The third
party entity 130 can receive the data indicative of the
trajectory amendment 514A-B and review the parame-
ters of the trajectory amendment 514A-B, in a manner
similar to that described above. The third party entity 130
can accept or reject the trajectory amendment 514A-B
(in whole or in part) depending, at least in part, on whether
it approves or disapproves of the parameters and/or ef-
fects (e.g., projected operations value, fuel, noise, emis-
sions savings) of the trajectory amendment 514A-B.
[0067] In some implementations, the computing de-
vice(s) 112 can receive data indicative of the acceptance
or rejection of the trajectory amendment. For instance,
the computing device(s) 112 can receive a set of data
indicating that the third party entity 130 has rejected or
accepted the trajectory amendment 514A-B. For exam-
ple, the third party entity 130 can accept the trajectory
amendment 514A-B (e.g., by action and/or inaction by
the third party entity 130) and send a set of data indicating
that the third party entity 130 accepts the trajectory
amendment 514A-B. The computing device(s) 112 can
receive such data and provide (or continue to provide)
the trajectory amendment 514A-B. The third party entity
130 can reject the trajectory amendment 514A-B (e.g.,
by action and/or inaction by the third party entity 130)
and send a set of data indicating that the third party entity
rejects the trajectory amendment 514A-B. The comput-
ing device(s) 112 can receive such data and not provide
(or cease to provide) the trajectory amendment 514A-B.
[0068] Additionally, and/or alternatively, the computing
device(s) 112 can receive data indicative of a promotion
of the trajectory amendment. The third party entity 130
can decide to promote the trajectory amendment 514A-
B due to, for example, a projected operations value as-
sociated with the trajectory amendment 514A-B. The
third party entity 130 can send a set of data to the com-
puting device(s) 112 indicating that the third party entity
130 promotes the trajectory amendment 514A-B. Addi-
tionally, and/or alternatively, the set of data indicating
that the third party entity 130 has accepted the trajectory
amendment can include an indication that the third party
130 promotes the trajectory amendment 514A-B.
[0069] By way of example, the third part entity 103 may
wish to promote the second trajectory amendment 514B
because it is associated with a fuel, noise, emissions,
turbulence, etc. savings. As such, the third party entity
130 can promote the second trajectory amendment 514B
by incentivizing (e.g., paying, give priority treatment, etc.)

the second operator to implement the second trajectory
amendment 514B. The computing device(s) 112 can re-
ceive a set of data from the third party entity 130 indicating
that a third party entity has accepted the trajectory
amendment and/or including an indication that the third
party promotes the trajectory amendment. The comput-
ing devices can send a set of data indicating the trajectory
amendment 512B, an operations value, an indication of
an approval, and/or an indication of a promotion of the
trajectory amendment 514B by the third party entity 130
to one or more operators of the plurality of operators (e.g.,
to the computing device(s) 506A-B of the operator(s)).
[0070] In some implementations, the operators can
transfer the arrival time slots. For example, the first op-
erator can transfer the arrival time slot 604 to the second
operator. The computing device(s) 506A-B of the first
and/or second operators can be configured to send a
third set of data 516 indicating that the first operator has
transferred the arrival time slot 604 to a second operator.
The computing device(s) 112 can be configured to re-
ceive the third set of data 516 indicating that the first
operator has sold the arrival time slot 604 to a second
operator. The computing device(s) 112 can be configured
to determine one or more other trajectory amendments
to allow a second aircraft 502B associated with the sec-
ond operator to meet the arrival time slot 604 associated
with the landing area 606, in a manner similar to that
described above.
[0071] FIG. 7 depicts a flow diagram of an example
method 700 for providing trajectory amendments accord-
ing to example embodiments of the present disclosure.
FIG. 7 can be implemented by one or more computing
device(s), such as the computing device(s) depicted in
FIGS. 5 and 8. One or more step(s) of the method 500
can be performed while one or more of the aircrafts 502A-
B are in-flight. In addition, FIG. 7 depicts steps performed
in a particular order for purposes of illustration and dis-
cussion.
[0072] Those of ordinary skill in the art, using the dis-
closures provided herein, will understand that the various
steps of any of the methods disclosed herein can be mod-
ified, adapted, expanded, rearranged and/or omitted in
various ways without deviating from the scope of the
present disclosure.
[0073] At (702), the method 700 can include identifying
an arrival time slot associated with a landing area. For
instance, the computing device(s) 112 can identify an
arrival time slot 604 associated with a landing area 606.
As described herein, the computing device(s) 112 can
identify the arrival time slot 604 by, for example, receiving
a set of data 508 indicative of the arrival time slot 604
from the data sources 507.
[0074] At (704), the method 700 can include providing
a first set of data identifying the arrival time slot. For ex-
ample, the computing device(s) 112 can provide, to one
or more second computing device(s) 506A-B of a plurality
of operators, a first set of data 510 identifying the arrival
time slot 604 (e.g., indicating that the arrival time slot 604

19 20 



EP 3 261 028 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

is available for purchase). The computing device(s) 112
can provide for display, in a user interface 600 associated
with the computing device(s) 506A-B, the arrival time slot
604. The computing device(s) 506A-B can receive the
first set of data 510 and display an output 602 that is
indicative of the arrival time slot 604 and/or the landing
area 606, as shown for example in FIG. 6. Each of the
plurality of operators can be able to select (e.g., pur-
chase) the arrival time slot 606 by, for example, submit-
ting a bid to the one or more computing device(s) 112
(e.g., via the user interface 600). In the event that the
first operator has a higher bid than the second operator,
the first operator can select (e.g., purchase) the arrival
time slot 604.
[0075] At (706), the method 700 can include receiving
a second set of data indicating that a first operator has
selected the arrival time slot. For example, if the first op-
erator selects the arrival time slot 604 (e.g., via a winning
bid), the computing device(s) 506A of the first operator
can send a second set of data 512 indicating the selection
of the arrival time slot 604 to the computing device(s)
112. The computing device(s) 112 can receive the sec-
ond set of data 512 indicating that the first operator (of
the plurality of operators) has selected the arrival time
slot 604.
[0076] At (708), the method 700 can include determin-
ing one or more trajectory amendments to allow a first
aircraft associated with the first operator to meet the ar-
rival time slot. For instance, the computing device(s) 112
can determine one or more trajectory amendments 514A-
B to allow a first aircraft 502A associated with the first
operator to meet the arrival time slot 604 associated with
the landing area 606. As described above, in some im-
plementations, at least one of the trajectory amendments
(e.g., 514A) can be associated with the first aircraft 502A
of the first operator (e.g., that selected the arrival time
slot 604). Such a trajectory amendment (e.g., 514A) can
allow the first aircraft 502A to meet the arrival time slot
604. In some implementations, the trajectory amend-
ments (e.g., 514B) can be associated with aircrafts (e.g.,
502B) of one or more operators other than the first op-
erator (e.g., the operators that did not select the arrival
time slot 604). Such trajectory amendments (e.g., 514B)
can allow the first aircraft 502A to meet the arrival time
slot 604 by adjusting the trajectories of one or more other
aircraft(s) (e.g., 502B) to avoid interfering with the first
aircraft 502A meeting the arrival time slot 604.
[0077] At (710), the method 700 can include sending
the one or more trajectory amendments. For instance,
the computing device(s) 112 can send the one or more
trajectory amendments 514A-B to one or more operators
(e.g., computing device(s) 506A-B) of the plurality of op-
erators. In this way, the operators can implement the tra-
jectory amendments 514A-B to allow the first aircraft
502A to meet the arrival time slot 604. Additionally, and/or
alternatively, the computing device(s) 12 can send the
one or more trajectory amendments 514A-B to one or
more of the aircrafts(s) 502A-B. In some implementa-

tions, the computing device(s) 112 can send the trajec-
tory amendments 514A-B for approval, rejection, and/or
promotion by a third party, as described above.
[0078] At (712), the method 700 can include receiving
a third set of data indicating that the first operator has
transferred the arrival time slot to a second operator. For
example, the first operator can transfer the arrival time
slot 604 to the second operator. The computing device(s)
506A-B of the first and/or second operators can be con-
figured to send a third set of data 516 indicating that the
first operator has transferred (e.g., sold, assigned, li-
censed, traded) the arrival time slot 604 to a second op-
erator. The computing device(s) 112 can receive the third
set of data 516 indicating that the first operator has trans-
ferred the arrival time slot 604 to a second operator.
Moreover, at (714), when the arrival time slot 604 is trans-
ferred, the method 700 can include determining one or
more other trajectory amendments. For instance, the
computing device(s) 112 can determine one or more oth-
er trajectory amendments to allow a second aircraft 502B
associated with the second operator to meet the arrival
time slot 604 associated with the landing area 606.
[0079] FIG. 8 depicts an example system 800 accord-
ing to example embodiments of the present disclosure.
The system 800 can include the computing system 140,
the data source(s) 108/507, the third party entity 130,
one or more aircraft(s) 802, and/or one or more comput-
ing system(s) 804. The one or more aircraft(s) 802 can
correspond to any of the aircrafts described herein (e.g.,
102, 502A, 502B). The one or more computing system(s)
804 (and its components) can correspond to any of the
computing systems associated with an operator de-
scribed herein (e.g., 106, 504A, 504B). The computing
system 104, the data source(s) 108/507, the third party
entity 130, the one or more aircraft(s) 802, and/or the one
or more computing system(s) 804 can be configured to
communicate via one or more communications networks
808 (e.g., any suitable networks for transmission of the
communications and/or data described herein).
[0080] The computing system 104 can include one or
more computing device(s) 112. The computing device(s)
112 can include one or more processor(s) 112A and one
or more memory device(s) 112B. The one or more proc-
essor(s) 112A can include any suitable processing de-
vice, such as a microprocessor, microcontroller, integrat-
ed circuit, logic device, and/or other suitable processing
device. The one or more memory device(s) 112B can
include one or more computer-readable media, includ-
ing, but not limited to, non-transitory computer-readable
media, RAM, ROM, hard drives, flash drives, and/or other
memory devices.
[0081] The one or more memory device(s) 112B can
store information accessible by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 112A, including computer-readable instructions
112C that can be executed by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 112A. The instructions 112C can be any set of
instructions that when executed by the one or more proc-
essor(s) 112A, cause the one or more processor(s) 112A

21 22 



EP 3 261 028 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

to perform operations. In some embodiments, the instruc-
tions 112C can be executed by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 112A to cause the one or more processor(s) 112A
to perform operations, such as any of the operations and
functions for which the computing system 104 and/or the
computing device(s) 112 are configured, the operations
for trajectory amendments (e.g., methods 400, 700), as
described herein, and/or any other operations or func-
tions of the one or more computing device(s) 112. The
instructions 112C can be software written in any suitable
programming language or can be implemented in hard-
ware. Additionally, and/or alternatively, the instructions
112C can be executed in logically and/or virtually sepa-
rate threads on processor(s) 112A.
[0082] The memory device(s) 112B can further store
data 112D that can be accessed by the processors 117A.
For example, the data 112D can include the sets of data,
parameters, outputs, etc. shown and/or discussed with
reference to FIGS. 1-7, data associated with the third
party entity 130, data associated with one or more oper-
ators, and/or any other data and/or information described
herein.
[0083] The computing device(s) 112 can also include
a network interface 112E used to communicate, for ex-
ample, with the other components of system 800 (e.g.,
via network(s) 808). The network interface 112E can in-
clude any suitable components for interfacing with one
or more network(s), including for example, transmitters,
receivers, ports, controllers, antennas, and/or other suit-
able components.
[0084] The computing system 804 can include one or
more computing device(s) 806 that can correspond to
the computing device(s) associated with the operators
(e.g., 114, 506A, 506B). The computing device(s) 806
can include one or more processor(s) 806A and one or
more memory device(s) 806B. The one or more proces-
sor(s) 806A can include any suitable processing device,
such as a microprocessor, microcontroller, integrated cir-
cuit, logic device, and/or other suitable processing de-
vice. The one or more memory device(s) 806B can in-
clude one or more computer-readable media, including,
but not limited to, non-transitory computer-readable me-
dia, RAM, ROM, hard drives, flash drives, and/or other
memory devices.
[0085] The one or more memory device(s) 806B can
store information accessible by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 806A, including computer-readable instructions
806C that can be executed by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 806A. The instructions 806C can be any set of
instructions that when executed by the one or more proc-
essor(s) 806A, cause the one or more processor(s) 806A
to perform operations. In some embodiments, the instruc-
tions 806C can be executed by the one or more proces-
sor(s) 806A to cause the one or more processor(s) 806A
to perform operations, such as any of the operations and
functions for which the computing systems 106, 504A,
504B and/or the computing device(s) 114, 506A, 506B
are configured, the operations for trajectory amendments

(e.g., methods 400, 700), as described herein, and/or
any other operations or functions of one or more of the
computing systems 106, 504A, 504B and/or the comput-
ing device(s) 114, 506A, 506B. The instructions 806C
can be software written in any suitable programming lan-
guage or can be implemented in hardware. Additionally,
and/or alternatively, the instructions 806C can be exe-
cuted in logically and/or virtually separate threads on
processor(s) 806A.
[0086] The memory device(s) 806B can further store
data 806D that can be accessed by the processors 806A.
For example, the data 806D can include the sets of data,
parameters, outputs, etc. shown and/or discussed with
reference to FIGS. 1-7, data associated with one or more
aircrafts, data associated with one or more operators,
and/or any other data and/or information described here-
in.
[0087] The computing device(s) 806 can also include
a network interface 806E used to communicate, for ex-
ample, with the other components of system 800 (e.g.,
via network(s) 808). The network interface 806E can in-
clude any suitable components for interfacing with one
or more network(s), including for example, transmitters,
receivers, ports, controllers, antennas, and/or other suit-
able components.
[0088] The technology discussed herein makes refer-
ence to computer-based systems and actions taken by
and information sent to and from computer-based sys-
tems. One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
the inherent flexibility of computer-based systems allows
for a great variety of possible configurations, combina-
tions, and divisions of tasks and functionality between
and among components. For instance, processes dis-
cussed herein can be implemented using a single com-
puting device or multiple computing devices working in
combination. Databases, memory, instructions, and ap-
plications can be implemented on a single system or dis-
tributed across multiple systems. Distributed compo-
nents can operate sequentially or in parallel.
[0089] Although specific features of various embodi-
ments may be shown in some drawings and not in others,
this is for convenience only. In accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure, any feature of a drawing
may be referenced and/or claimed in combination with
any feature of any other drawing.
[0090] This written description uses examples to dis-
close the present disclosure, including the best mode,
and also to enable any person skilled in the art to practice
the present disclosure, including making and using any
devices or systems and performing any incorporated
methods. The patentable scope of the present disclosure
is defined by the claims, and can include other examples
that occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples
are intended to be within the scope of the claims if they
include structural elements that do not differ from the
literal language of the claims, or if they include equivalent
structural elements with insubstantial differences from
the literal languages of the claims.
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[0091] Various aspects and embodiments of the
present invention are defined by the following numbered
clauses:

1. A computer-implemented method of providing tra-
jectory amendments, comprising:

identifying, by one or more first computing de-
vices, an arrival time slot associated with a land-
ing area;

providing, by the one or more computing devices
to one or more second computing devices of a
plurality of operators, a first set of data identify-
ing the arrival time slot;

receiving, by the one or more first computing
devices, a second set of data indicating that a
first operator of the plurality of operators has se-
lected the arrival time slot;

determining, by the one or more first computing
devices, one or more trajectory amendments to
allow a first aircraft associated with the first op-
erator to meet the arrival time slot associated
with the landing area; and

sending, by the one or more computing devices,
the one or more trajectory amendments.

2. The computer-implemented method of clause 1,
wherein sending, by the one or more computing de-
vices, the one or more trajectory amendments com-
prises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices,
the one or more trajectory amendments to one
or more operators of the plurality of operators.

3. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein at least one of the trajectory
amendments is associated with the first aircraft.

4. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein sending, by the one or more
computing devices, the one or more trajectory
amendments comprises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices,
the at least one trajectory amendment to the first
aircraft associated with the first operator, and

wherein the at least one trajectory amendment
is implementable by a flight management sys-
tem.

5. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the trajectory amendments

are associated with one or more aircrafts of one or
more operators other than the first operator.

6. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein sending, by the one or more
computing devices, the one or more trajectory
amendments comprises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices,
the one or more trajectory amendments to the
one or more aircrafts of the one or more opera-
tors other than the first operator.

7. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein each of the plurality of oper-
ators is able to select the arrival time slot by submit-
ting a bid to the one or more first computing devices.

8. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, further comprising:

receiving, by the one or more computing devic-
es, a third set of data indicating that the first op-
erator has transferred the arrival time slot to a
second operator; and

determining, by the one or more computing de-
vices, one or more other trajectory amendments
to allow a second aircraft associated with the
second operator to meet the arrival time slot as-
sociated with the landing area.

9. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein providing, by the one or more
computing devices to one or more second computing
devices of the plurality of operators, the first set of
data identifying the arrival time slot comprises:

providing for display, in a user interface present-
ed on a display device, the arrival time slot.

10. The computer-implemented method of any pre-
ceding clause, wherein the arrival time slot is provid-
ed such that the arrival time slot can be selected via
the user interface.

11. A computing system for providing trajectory
amendments, the system comprising one or more
processors and one or more memory devices, the
one or more memory devices storing instructions that
when executed by the one or more processors cause
the one or more processors to perform operations,
the operations comprising:

identifying an arrival time slot associated with a
landing area;

providing for display in a user interface, to one
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or more second computing devices of a plurality
of operators, a first set of data identifying the
arrival time slot;

receiving a second set of data indicating that a
first operator of the plurality of operators has se-
lected the arrival time slot;

determining one or more trajectory amendments
to allow a first aircraft associated with the first
operator to meet the arrival time slot associated
with the landing area; and

sending the one or more trajectory amendments
to one or more operators of the plurality of op-
erators.

12. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the trajectory amendments are associated with air-
crafts of one or more operators other than the first
operator.

13. The system of any preceding clause, wherein at
least one of the trajectory amendments is associated
with the first aircraft.

14. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the arrival time slot is provided such that the arrival
time slot can be selected via the user interface.

15. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
each of the plurality of operators is able to purchase
the arrival time slot by submitting a bid to the one or
more first computing devices via interaction with the
user interface.

16. The system of any preceding clause, further com-
prising:

receiving a third set of data indicating that the
first operator has transferred the arrival time slot
to a second operator; and

determining one or more other trajectory
amendments to allow a second aircraft associ-
ated with the second operator to meet the arrival
time slot associated with the landing area.

17. A computing system for providing trajectory
amendments, the system comprising one or more
processors and one or more memory devices, the
one or more memory devices storing instructions that
when executed by the one or more processors cause
the one or more processors to perform operations,
the operations comprising:

identifying an arrival time slot associated with a
landing area;

providing, to one or more second computing de-
vices of a plurality of operators, a first set of data
identifying the arrival time slot;

receiving a second set of data indicating that a
first operator of the plurality of operators has se-
lected the arrival time slot;

determining one or more trajectory amendments
to allow a first aircraft associated with the first
operator to meet the arrival time slot associated
with the landing area;

receiving a set of data indicating that a third party
entity has accepted the trajectory amendment;
and

sending the one or more trajectory amendments
to one or more operators of the plurality of op-
erators.

18. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the trajectory amendments are associated with air-
crafts of one or more operators other than the first
operator.

19. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
the set of data indicating that the third party entity
has accepted the trajectory amendment further com-
prises an indication that the third party promotes the
trajectory amendment.

20. The system of any preceding clause, wherein
sending the one or more trajectory amendments to
one or more operators of the plurality of operators
comprises:

sending a set of data indicating the one or more
trajectory amendments and an indication of a
promotion by the third party entity to one or more
operators of the plurality of operators.

Claims

1. A computer-implemented method of providing tra-
jectory amendments, comprising:

identifying, by one or more first computing de-
vices (112), an arrival time slot (604) associated
with a landing area (606);
providing, by the one or more computing devices
(112) to one or more second computing devices
(506A-B) of a plurality of operators, a first set of
data (510) identifying the arrival time slot (604);
receiving, by the one or more first computing
devices (112), a second set of data (512) indi-
cating that a first operator of the plurality of op-
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erators has selected the arrival time slot (604);
determining, by the one or more first computing
devices (112), one or more trajectory amend-
ments (514A) to allow a first aircraft (502A) as-
sociated with the first operator to meet the arrival
time slot (604) associated with the landing area
(606); and
sending, by the one or more computing devices
(112), the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A).

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein sending, by the one or more computing de-
vices, the one or more trajectory amendments com-
prises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices
(112), the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) to one or more operators of the plurality
of operators.

3. The computer-implemented method of either of
claim 1 or 2, wherein at least one of the trajectory
amendments (514A) is associated with the first air-
craft (502A).

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3,
wherein sending, by the one or more computing de-
vices (112), the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) comprises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices
(112), the at least one trajectory amendment to
the first aircraft (504A) associated with the first
operator, and
wherein the at least one trajectory amendment
is implementable by a flight management sys-
tem (103).

5. The computer-implemented method of any preced-
ing claim, wherein the trajectory amendments
(514A) are associated with one or more aircrafts of
one or more operators other than the first operator.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 5,
wherein sending, by the one or more computing de-
vices (112), the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) comprises:

sending, by the one or more computing devices
(112), the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) to the one or more aircrafts of the one or
more operators other than the first operator.

7. The computer-implemented method of any preced-
ing claim, wherein each of the plurality of operators
is able to select the arrival time slot (604) by submit-
ting a bid to the one or more first computing devices

(112).

8. The computer-implemented method of any preced-
ing claim, further comprising:

receiving, by the one or more computing devices
(112), a third set of data (516) indicating that the
first operator has transferred the arrival time slot
(604) to a second operator; and
determining, by the one or more computing de-
vices (112), one or more other trajectory amend-
ments to allow a second aircraft (502B) associ-
ated with the second operator to meet the arrival
time slot (604) associated with the landing area
(606).

9. The computer-implemented method of any preced-
ing claim, wherein providing, by the one or more com-
puting devices (112) to one or more second comput-
ing devices of the plurality of operators, the first set
of data (510) identifying the arrival time slot (604)
comprises:

providing for display, in a user interface (600)
presented on a display device, the arrival time
slot (604).

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the arrival time slot (604) is provided such
that the arrival time slot (604) can be selected via
the user interface (600).

11. A computing system for providing trajectory amend-
ments, the system comprising one or more proces-
sors (112A) and one or more memory devices
(112B), the one or more memory devices (112B)
storing instructions (112C) that when executed by
the one or more processors (112A) cause the one
or more processors (112A) to perform operations,
the operations comprising:

identifying an arrival time slot (604) associated
with a landing area (606);
providing for display in a user interface (600), to
one or more second computing devices (506A-
B) of a plurality of operators, a first set of data
(510) identifying the arrival time slot (604);
receiving a second set of data (512) indicating
that a first operator of the plurality of operators
has selected the arrival time slot (604);
determining one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) to allow a first aircraft (502A) associated
with the first operator to meet the arrival time
slot (604) associated with the landing area (606);
and
sending the one or more trajectory amendments
(514A) to one or more operators of the plurality
of operators.

29 30 



EP 3 261 028 A1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the trajectory
amendments (514A) are associated with aircrafts of
one or more operators other than the first operator.

13. The system of either of claim 11 or 12, wherein at
least one of the trajectory amendments is associated
with the first aircraft (502A).

14. The system of any of claims 11 to 13, wherein the
arrival time slot (604) is provided such that the arrival
time slot (604) can be selected via the user interface
(600).

15. The system of any of claims 11 to 14, further com-
prising:

receiving a third set of data (516) indicating that
the first operator has transferred the arrival time
slot (604) to a second operator; and
determining one or more other trajectory
amendments (514A) to allow a second aircraft
(502B) associated with the second operator to
meet the arrival time (604) slot associated with
the landing area (606).
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