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(54) AUXILIARY POWER SUPPLY DEVICE FOR STATION BUILDINGS

(57) A station building auxiliary power unit includes
a start-of-operation determination unit 21 that deter-
mines, based on a first signal that represents information
on a power flow direction indicating a direction of flow of
electrical power between an AC distribution line electri-
cally connecting to an electric vehicle and a substation
for supplying AC power to the AC distribution line, wheth-
er first AC power on an AC distribution line side is to be
transformed into second AC power usable by a load, and

if it is determined that transformation is to be performed,
generates and outputs a second signal, a voltage instruc-
tion value calculator 22 that calculates and outputs a volt-
age instruction value corresponding to the second signal,
and a PWM signal generator 23 that generates, based
on the voltage instruction value, a control signal for a
power converter circuit operated upon transformation of
the first AC power into the second AC power, and outputs
the control signal.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a station build-
ing auxiliary power unit for supplying electrical power to
electrical equipment in a station building.

Background

[0002] In a recent railroad system, an electric railway
vehicle (hereinafter referred to simply as electric vehicle)
having a regenerative brake is popular. However, if there
are only a small number of, or no, other electric vehicles
operating as a load that consumes regenerative power
fed back to an alternating current (AC) distribution line
from the electric vehicles, excess regenerative power is
returned to the electric power company via an electric
power substation (hereinafter referred to simply as sub-
station), thereby preventing effective utilization of the re-
generative power. In addition, a direct current (DC) dis-
tribution line may result in regeneration cancellation,
thereby possibly preventing use of a regenerative brake.
[0003] To address the problem described above, Pat-
ent Literature 1 discloses a system that charges an elec-
trical power storage apparatus using regenerative power
when there are no electric vehicles that consume the
regenerative power. When the distribution line voltage,
equal to the feeder voltage, reaches or exceeds a charge
start voltage, this system converts the regenerative pow-
er into DC power to charge the electrical power storage
apparatus, while when the distribution line voltage reach-
es or fall below the discharge start voltage, this system
discharges electrical power stored in the electrical power
storage apparatus to the distribution line. In this relation,
if the charge start voltage is fixed, when the distribution
line voltage increases and reaches the charge start volt-
age during no-load hours, such as in an early morning
or late at night, the electrical power storage apparatus
may be charged with electrical power supplied from a
substation, rather than with regenerative power from an
electric vehicle, thus causing cross current. To avoid oc-
currence of cross current, the system of Patent Literature
1 monitors the distribution line voltage for a certain time
period to calculate an average voltage, and sets the
charge start voltage to a voltage value that is several
volts higher than the average voltage of the distribution
line voltage.
[0004] In addition, to address the problem described
above, Patent Literature 2 discloses a system that utilizes
a phenomenon that an output voltage of a rectifier in-
stalled in a substation has a ripple component, which is
a frequency component, while, in contrast, a regenerative
voltage of an electric vehicle has no ripple components,
to estimate the no-load voltage on the basis of a deter-
mination that a distribution line voltage without ripple
components is identical to the ripple peak voltage, and
thus periodically resets the regeneration start voltage on

the basis of the estimated no-load voltage.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-open No. 2006-168390
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent Application
Laid-open No. 2014-129001

Summary

Technical Problem

[0006] However, even when regenerative power is be-
ing exchanged among electric vehicles, and thus the dis-
tribution line voltage is low, such as during rush hours,
the technology of Patent Literature 1 may possibly cause
the regenerative power being exchanged to be stored in
an electrical power storage apparatus, or be consumed
by a load installed in a station building. It is desirable that
during a situation in which regenerative power is being
exchanged among electric vehicles, the regenerative
power be not stored in an electrical power storage appa-
ratus, or be not consumed by a load installed in a station
building. In addition, since the technology of Patent Lit-
erature 2 utilizes a ripple component generated by a rec-
tifier installed in a substation, such technology is not ap-
plicable to an AC distribution line system.
[0007] The present invention has been made in view
of the foregoing, and an object of the present invention
is therefore to provide a station building auxiliary power
unit capable of efficiently utilizing regenerative power in
an AC distribution line system.

Solution to Problem

[0008] To solve the problem and to achieve the object
described above, a station building auxiliary power unit
of the present invention includes a start-of-operation de-
termination unit that determines, on the basis of a first
signal that represents information on a power flow direc-
tion indicating a direction of flow of electrical power be-
tween an AC distribution line electrically connecting to
an electric vehicle and a substation for supplying AC pow-
er to the AC distribution line, whether first AC power on
an AC distribution line side is to be transformed into sec-
ond AC power usable by a load, and in a case in which
it is determined that transformation is to be performed,
generates and outputs a second signal. The station build-
ing auxiliary power unit also includes a voltage instruction
value calculator that calculates and outputs a voltage in-
struction value dependent on the second signal. The sta-
tion building auxiliary power unit further includes a control
signal generator that generates, on the basis of the volt-
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age instruction value, a control signal for a power con-
verter circuit to transform the first AC power into the sec-
ond AC power, and outputs the control signal.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0009] The present invention provides an advantage
in that regenerative power can be efficiently used in an
AC distribution line system.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example configu-
ration of a railroad system including a station building
auxiliary power unit according to a first embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example configu-
ration of a control device according to the first em-
bodiment.
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example configu-
ration of a control device according to the first em-
bodiment.
FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an AC power trans-
formation operation in the station building auxiliary
power unit according to the first embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a
power flow detector according to the first embodi-
ment.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of an
interface unit of the control device according to the
first embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a
start-of-operation determination unit of the control
device according to the first embodiment.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a
voltage instruction value calculator of the control de-
vice according to the first embodiment.
FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a
PWM signal generator of the control device accord-
ing to the first embodiment.
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of hard-
ware configuration of the control device of the station
building auxiliary power unit according to the first em-
bodiment.
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating another example of
hardware configuration of the control device of the
station building auxiliary power unit according to the
first embodiment.
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example config-
uration of a railroad system including a station build-
ing auxiliary power unit according to a second em-
bodiment.
FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example config-
uration of a power flow detection device and a control
device according to the second embodiment.
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example config-
uration of the control device according to the second

embodiment.

Description of Embodiments

[0011] A station building auxiliary power unit according
to each of the embodiments of the present invention will
be described in detail with reference to the drawings.
However, the present invention is not limited to these
embodiments.

First embodiment.

[0012] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example con-
figuration of a railroad system 50 including a station build-
ing auxiliary power unit 1 according to a first embodiment
of the present invention. The railroad system 50 includes
electric vehicles 201 and 202, an AC distribution line 200
that supplies AC power to the electric vehicles 201 and
202, a substation 100 that supplies AC power to the AC
distribution line 200, a station building 300 including the
station building auxiliary power unit 1, and a substation
110 that supplies AC power to the station building 300.
The railroad system 50 is a railroad system having an
AC distribution line system.
[0013] The electric vehicle 201 is an electric vehicle
having a regenerative brake. The electric vehicle 201
travels by using, for example, 20 kV AC (Alternating Cur-
rent) power supplied from the substation 100 through the
AC distribution line 200. In addition, if regenerative power
is generated using the regenerative brake, the electric
vehicle 201 outputs the generated regenerative power
to the AC distribution line 200. The electric vehicle 202
is configured similarly to the electric vehicle 201.
[0014] The AC distribution line 200 is connected to the
substation 100, and thus supplies the 20 kV AC power
supplied from the substation 100 to the electric vehicles
201 and 202 and the like. In addition, the AC distribution
line 200 supplies the regenerative power generated by
the electric vehicles 201 and 202 to other electric vehi-
cles, the station building 300, the substation 100, and the
like. FIG. 1 illustrates an example in which the AC distri-
bution line 200 supplies the regenerative power gener-
ated by the electric vehicle 201 to the electric vehicle
202, to the station building 300, and to the substation
100. Note that the AC distribution line 200 can also supply
the regenerative power generated by the electric vehicle
202 to the electric vehicle 201, to the station building 300,
and to the substation 100. FIG. 1 illustrates the AC power
on the AC distribution line 200 as 20 kV AC, but this is
merely an example, and this AC power may also be other
AC power such as 25 kV AC.
[0015] The substation 100 includes a transformer 101
and a power flow detector 16. The transformer 101 trans-
forms the voltage of the AC power supplied from a power
generation plant or from a superior substation into, in the
example of FIG. 1, 20 kV AC, and supplies the 20 kV AC
power, obtained by the transformation, to the AC distri-
bution line 200. Note that if the regenerative power gen-
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erated by the electric vehicles 201 and 202 is output to
the AC distribution line 200, AC power by the regenera-
tive power may flow into the substation 100 from the AC
distribution line 200.
[0016] The power flow detector 16 detects a power flow
direction of power in the substation 100, that is, the di-
rection in which the AC power is flowing between the AC
distribution line 200 and the substation 100. The power
flow direction represents the direction in which the AC
power is flowing between the AC distribution line 200 and
the substation 100. As used herein, the flow direction of
the AC power when the AC power obtained by the trans-
formation of the transformer 101 is supplied to the AC
distribution line 200 is designated as forward direction,
while the flow direction of the AC power when the regen-
erative power is flowing from the AC distribution line 200
to the substation 100 is designated as backward direc-
tion. The power flow detector 16 outputs information on
the power flow direction of the detected power, to the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 included in the sta-
tion building 300. For example, in a case where the power
flow detector 16 is an electric power meter, the power
flow detector 16 outputs a measured power value to the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 as a positive value
when the AC power is flowing in the forward direction, in
which AC power is supplied from the substation 100 to
the AC distribution line 200, and outputs a measured
power value to the station building auxiliary power unit 1
as a negative value when the AC power is flowing in the
backward direction, in which regenerative power is trans-
mitted from the AC distribution line 200 to the substation
100.
[0017] Although the power flow detector 16 has been
described as being configured using an electric power
meter, this configuration is merely an example, and is
not limited thereto. For example, the power flow detector
16 may be constituted by a voltage sensor and a current
sensor, and may thus output information on a voltage
value measured by the voltage sensor and on a current
value measured by the current sensor to the station build-
ing auxiliary power unit 1. In this case, the station building
auxiliary power unit 1 can obtain information on the power
value by computation, in an interface unit 20 or in a start-
of-operation determination unit 21 of a control device 11
described below, using the voltage value measured by
the voltage sensor and the current value measured by
the current sensor. The description below assumes that
the power flow detector 16 is an electric power meter. It
is understood that although FIG. 1 illustrates the power
flow detector 16 as being installed in the substation 100,
this configuration is merely an example, and the power
flow detector 16 may be provided outside the substation
100 as far as it is provided between the transformer 101
of the substation 100 and the AC distribution line 200.
[0018] The substation 110 includes a transformer 111.
The transformer 111 transforms the voltage of the AC
power supplied from a power generation plant or from a
superior substation into, in the example of FIG. 1, 6600

V AC, and supplies the 6600 V AC power obtained by
the transformation to the station building 300.
[0019] The station building 300 includes a transformer
301, a load 302, and the station building auxiliary power
unit 1. The transformer 301 transforms the 6600 V AC
power generated by the substation 110 into, for example,
210 V AC power. The transformer 301 supplies the 210
V AC power obtained by the transformation to the load
302. The load 302 is electrical equipment installed in the
station building 300, such as a lighting system, an air
conditioner, a display apparatus, an elevator, and an es-
calator. As will be described later, the load 302 can re-
ceive 210 V AC power supplied from the station building
auxiliary power unit 1, but under a normal condition, the
load 302 uses the 210 V AC power supplied from the
transformer 301.
[0020] The station building auxiliary power unit 1 is
configured to be capable of transforming the 20 kV AC
power supplied from the AC distribution line 200 to gen-
erate 210 V AC power usable by the load 302 of the
station building 300. However, the station building aux-
iliary power unit 1 does not constantly perform an AC
power transformation operation, but determines whether
the regenerative power generated by the electric vehicles
in the railroad system 50 can be completely consumed
by the electric vehicles, and performs a transformation
operation in a case the regenerative power cannot be
completely consumed. In other words, the station build-
ing auxiliary power unit 1 performs a transformation op-
eration if the amount of the electric power, generated by
the electric vehicles which are decelerating using the re-
generative brake, is greater than the amount of the elec-
tric power consumed by other power-running electric ve-
hicles. In the railroad system 50, it is possible to avoid
the cross current illustrated in FIG. 1, namely, consump-
tion of the 20 kV AC power supplied from the substation
100 in the station building 300.
[0021] The station building auxiliary power unit 1 in-
cludes a control device 11, a transformer 12, a converter
13, an inverter 14, and a voltage detector 15.
[0022] The control device 11 receives the regenerative
power generated by the electric vehicles in operation,
namely the electric vehicles 201 and 202 in the example
of FIG. 1, through the AC distribution line 200, and de-
termines whether the regenerative power needs to be
transformed into power for supplying to the load 302, on
the basis of information on the power flow direction re-
ceived from the power flow detector 16 in the substation
100. If it is determined that transformation is needed, the
control device 11 causes the transformer 12 to transform
the voltage of the 20 kV AC power supplied from the AC
distribution line 200, and controls operations of the con-
verter 13 and of the inverter 14 using the information on
the voltage value of the AC power on the load 302 side
detected by the voltage detector 15, to perform the AC
power transformation operation.
[0023] The transformer 12 transforms the voltage of
the 20 kV AC power supplied from the AC distribution
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line 200 into AC power to a voltage that can be processed
by the converter 13.
[0024] The converter 13 and the inverter 14 include
switching elements and transform the 20 kV AC power
on the AC distribution line 200 side to the 210 V AC power
as a supply power to the load 302 by opening and closing
each of the switching elements according to a pulse width
modulation (PWM) signal that is a control signal input
from the control device 11. The converter 13 may be con-
figured using a diode instead of using a switching ele-
ment. The converter 13 and the inverter 14 may collec-
tively be referred to as power converter circuit.
[0025] The voltage detector 15 detects a voltage value
of an output voltage from the inverter 14, the voltage val-
ue being the voltage value of the AC power on the load
302 side.
[0026] In FIG. 1, although the power flow detector 16
is disposed in the substation 100, the information on the
power flow direction of the electric power, output from
the power flow detector 16, is information needed by the
station building auxiliary power unit 1, not by the substa-
tion 100. Accordingly, although the power flow detector
16 is disposed in the substation 100, the power flow de-
tector 16 may be interpreted as being included in the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 despite the distant
installation location thereof.
[0027] The detailed configuration of the control device
11 will next be described. FIGS. 2 and 3 are diagrams
each illustrating an example configuration of the control
device 11 according to the first embodiment. FIG. 2 illus-
trates a configuration of the station building auxiliary pow-
er unit 1 including the power flow detector 16 in the first
embodiment, while FIG. 3 illustrates a configuration of
the station building auxiliary power unit 1 without the pow-
er flow detector 16 in the first embodiment. The control
device 11 includes an interface unit 20, a start-of-oper-
ation determination unit 21, a voltage instruction value
calculator 22, and a PWM signal generator 23.
[0028] The interface unit 20 is a signal converter that
converts the information on the power flow direction of
the power, input from the power flow detector 16, into a
first signal that can be processed by the start-of-operation
determination unit 21 provided downstream thereof. For
example, if the power flow detector 16 is an electric power
meter, the interface unit 20 performs analog-to-digital
(AD) conversion on the power value, which is information
representing the power flow direction of the power, input
from the power flow detector 16. The interface unit 20
converts the power value in a form of an analog signal
input from the power flow detector 16 into a first signal,
which is a power value signal, in a form of a digital signal
that can be processed by the start-of-operation determi-
nation unit 21 provided downstream thereof.
[0029] Specifically, the interface unit 20 performs AD
conversion on the power flow direction information input
from the power flow detector 16, in a case the power flow
detector 16 is an electric power meter, on the power value
measured by the electric power meter to obtain a digital

signal representing a voltage ranging from -10V to +10V
which can be processed by the start-of-operation deter-
mination unit 21 provided downstream thereof. Alterna-
tively, if the power flow detector 16 is an electric power
meter, the interface unit 20 performs AD conversion on
the power value measured by the electric power meter
to obtain a digital signal constituted by "0" and "1" that
can be processed by the start-of-operation determination
unit 21 provided downstream thereof.
[0030] The start-of-operation determination unit 21 de-
termines whether the 20 kV AC power of the AC distri-
bution line 200, the 20 kV AC power being also referred
to as first AC power is to be transformed into the 210 V
AC power usable by the load 302, the 210 V AC power
being also referred to as second AC power, on the basis
of the first signal, the first signal being the digital signal
obtained by the conversion in the interface unit 20 and
representing the power flow direction information.
[0031] For example, if the power flow detector 16 is an
electric power meter, and the first signal input represents
a negative value, which indicates a backward direction,
the start-of-operation determination unit 21 determines
that the AC power is flowing in a direction from the AC
distribution line 200 to the substation 100, that is, in a
backward direction. In this case, the start-of-operation
determination unit 21 determines that the regenerative
power generated by the electric vehicle is not completely
consumed by the other electric vehicle, and thus flows
into the substation 100, and accordingly, determines that
the AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is to
be transformed into the AC power on the load 302 side
to allow the regenerative power on the AC distribution
line 200 generated by the electric vehicle to be consumed
in the load 302 of the station building 300.
[0032] Otherwise, for example, if the power flow de-
tector 16 is an electric power meter, and the first signal
input represents a positive value, which indicates a for-
ward direction, the start-of-operation determination unit
21 determines that the AC power is flowing in a direction
from the substation 100 to the AC distribution line 200,
that is, in a forward direction. In this case, the start-of-
operation determination unit 21 determines that the re-
generative power generated by the electric vehicle 201
is completely consumed by the electric vehicle 202, and
accordingly, determines that the AC power on the AC
distribution line 200 side is not to be transformed into the
AC power on the load 302 side.
[0033] Upon determination that the AC power on the
AC distribution line 200 side is to be transformed into the
AC power on the load 302 side, the start-of-operation
determination unit 21 generates, for example, a signal
having a value "1" as a second signal indicating that the
AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is to be
transformed into the AC power on the load 302 side, and
outputs the second signal to the voltage instruction value
calculator 22 provided downstream thereof. Otherwise,
upon determination that the AC power on the AC distri-
bution line 200 side is not to be transformed into the AC
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power on the load 302 side, the start-of-operation deter-
mination unit 21 generates, for example, a signal having
a value "0," and outputs the generated signal to the volt-
age instruction value calculator 22 provided downstream
thereof. It should be understood that signals having val-
ues "1" and "0" are provided merely by way of example,
and a signal pattern other than "1" and "0" may also be
used as far as the result of the determination by the start-
of-operation determination unit 21 can be distinguished
by the voltage instruction value calculator 22 provided
downstream thereof.
[0034] Alternatively, the start-of-operation determina-
tion unit 21 may be configured such that, upon determi-
nation that the AC power on the AC distribution line 200
side is to be transformed into the AC power on the load
302 side, the start-of-operation determination unit 21
generates a second signal indicating that the AC power
on the AC distribution line 200 side is to be transformed
into the AC power on the load 302 side, and outputs the
second signal to the voltage instruction value calculator
22 provided downstream thereof, while upon determina-
tion that the AC power on the AC distribution line 200
side is not to be transformed into the AC power on the
load 302 side, the start-of-operation determination unit
21 does not have to output a second signal to the voltage
instruction value calculator 22 provided downstream
thereof.
[0035] Upon reception of a second signal from the
start-of-operation determination unit 21, the voltage in-
struction value calculator 22 adds a preset power value
to be consumed in the station building auxiliary power
unit 1 to the voltage value of the 210 V AC power on the
load 302 side detected by the voltage detector 15 to cal-
culate a voltage instruction value, which is a voltage value
to be set on the PWM signal generator 23. The voltage
instruction value calculator 22 outputs the voltage in-
struction value calculated to the PWM signal generator
23.
[0036] The PWM signal generator 23 is a control signal
generator that generates a PWM signal functioning as a
control signal for controlling the operation of the converter
13, and a PWM signal functioning as a control signal for
controlling the operation of the inverter 14, on the basis
of the voltage instruction value input from the voltage
instruction value calculator 22. For example, if the con-
verter 13 has a two-phase configuration having upper
and lower arm switching elements, the PWM signal gen-
erator 23 generates four PWM signals, which are CGU,
CGV, CGX, and CGY, for controlling the operation of four
switching elements for the two phases. In addition, for
example, if the inverter 14 has a three-phase configura-
tion having upper and lower arm switching elements, the
PWM signal generator 23 generates six PWM signals,
which are IGU, IGV, IGW, IGX, IGY, and IGZ, for con-
trolling the operation of six switching elements for the
three phases. The PWM signal generator 23 outputs the
four generated PWM signals CGU, CGV, CGX, and CGY
for the converter 13 to the converter 13, and outputs the

six generated PWM signals IGU, IGV, IGW, IGX, IGY,
and IGZ for the inverter 14 to the inverter 14. If the con-
verter 13 does not use switching elements, but includes
diodes as described above, the PWM signal generator
23 generates and outputs only the PWM signals for the
inverter 14, and does not generate the PWM signals for
the converter 13.
[0037] In the control device 11, if the second signal
indicating that the 20 kV AC power on the AC distribution
line 200 is to be transformed into the 210 V AC power on
the load 302 side is not received from the start-of-oper-
ation determination unit 21, the voltage instruction value
calculator 22 calculates a voltage instruction value equal
to the voltage detected by the voltage detector 15, and
outputs this value to the PWM signal generator 23. Thus,
the voltage instruction value calculator 22 calculates the
voltage instruction value dependent on the second sig-
nal.
[0038] Next, the process performed in the station build-
ing auxiliary power unit 1 to transform the AC power on
the AC distribution line 200 side into the AC power on
the load 302 side will be described. FIG. 4 is a flowchart
illustrating an AC power transformation operation in the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 according to the
first embodiment. The process performed by the station
building auxiliary power unit 1 will be described when the
regenerative power is generated by the electric vehicle
201 as illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0039] First, the power flow detector 16 detects the
power flow direction of the power between the substation
100 and the AC distribution line 200, and outputs infor-
mation on the power flow direction to the control device
11 (step S1). A detailed operation of the power flow de-
tector 16 at step S1 of FIG. 4 will now be described. FIG.
5 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the power flow
detector 16 according to the first embodiment. The power
flow detector 16 detects periodically, for example every
20 ms, the power flow direction of the power between
the substation 100 and the AC distribution line 200; and
thus waits for the time for detecting the power flow direc-
tion of the power (step S11: No). When the timing for
detecting the power flow direction of the power comes
(step S11: Yes), the power flow detector 16 detects the
power flow direction of the power (step S12). The power
flow detector 16 outputs information on the power flow
direction to the control device 11 (step S13). It should be
understood that the detection by the power flow detector
16 of the power flow direction of the power between the
substation 100 and the AC distribution line 200 every 20
ms is merely an example, and the detection interval is
not limited to 20 ms.
[0040] Returning to the flowchart of FIG. 4, upon re-
ception of the information on the power flow direction
from the power flow detector 16, the control device 11
determines whether the AC power on the AC distribution
line 200 side is to be transformed into the AC power on
the load 302 side (step S2). A detailed operation of the
control device 11 at step S2 of FIG. 4 will now be de-
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scribed. FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
the interface unit 20 of the control device 11 according
to the first embodiment. Upon reception of the information
on the power flow direction from the power flow detector
16 (step S21), the interface unit 20 converts the informa-
tion on the power flow direction into the first signal, which
is a signal that can be processed by the start-of-operation
determination unit 21 provided downstream thereof (step
S22). The interface unit 20 outputs the first signal ob-
tained by the conversion to the start-of-operation deter-
mination unit 21 (step S23).
[0041] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
the start-of-operation determination unit 21 of the control
device 11 according to the first embodiment. Upon re-
ception of the first signal, which is the digital signal ob-
tained by AD conversion and representing the power flow
direction information (step S31), from the interface unit
20, the start-of-operation determination unit 21 deter-
mines, on the basis of the first signal, the direction of the
power flow between the AC distribution line 200 and the
substation 100 (step S32). For example, if the power flow
detector 16 is an electric power meter, and the first signal
obtained by the conversion of the information on the pow-
er flow direction represents a positive value, which
means that the power is flowing in a forward direction,
namely, in the example of FIG. 1, the regenerative power
generated by the electric vehicle 201 is completely con-
sumed by the other electric vehicle 202, the start-of-op-
eration determination unit 21 thus determines that AC
power is supplied from the substation 100 to the AC dis-
tribution line 200 (step S33: No). Otherwise, for example,
if the power flow detector 16 is an electric power meter,
and the first signal obtained by the conversion of the in-
formation on the power flow direction represents a neg-
ative value, which means that the power is flowing in a
backward direction, namely in the example of FIG. 1, the
regenerative power generated by the electric vehicle 201
is not completely consumed by the other electric vehicle
202, the start-of-operation determination unit 21 thus de-
termines that the regenerative power is flowing from the
AC distribution line 200 to the substation 100 (step S33:
Yes).
[0042] If it is determined that the regenerative power
is flowing from the AC distribution line 200 to the substa-
tion 100 (step S33: Yes), the start-of-operation determi-
nation unit 21 determines that the AC power on the AC
distribution line 200 side is to be transformed into the AC
power on the load 302 side (step S34). The start-of-op-
eration determination unit 21 generates a second signal
indicating that the AC power is to be transformed (step
S35), and outputs the generated second signal to the
voltage instruction value calculator 22 (step S36).
[0043] If it is determined that AC power is supplied from
the substation 100 to the AC distribution line 200 (step
S33: No), the start-of-operation determination unit 21
then checks whether a process is in progress to transform
the AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side into
the AC power on the load 302 side (step S37). If a process

is in progress to transform the AC power on the AC dis-
tribution line 200 side into the AC power on the load 302
side (step S37: Yes), the start-of-operation determination
unit 21 determines that the process to transform the AC
power on the AC distribution line 200 side into the AC
power on the load 302 side is to be stopped (step S38).
If a process is in progress to transform the AC power on
the AC distribution line 200 side into the AC power on
the load 302 side, the start-of-operation determination
unit 21 stops generation and outputting of the second
signal (step S39). If a process is not in progress to trans-
form the AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side
into the AC power on the load 302 side (step S37: No),
the start-of-operation determination unit 21 determines
that the AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is
not to be transformed into the AC power on the load 302
side (step S40). In this case, the start-of-operation de-
termination unit 21 does not generate a second signal.
[0044] Returning to the flowchart of FIG. 4, if it is de-
termined that the AC power on the AC distribution line
200 side is to be transformed into AC power on the load
302 side (step S2: Yes), the control device 11 performs
a process to transform the AC power on the AC distribu-
tion line 200 side into the AC power on the load 302 side
(step S3), and the process returns to step S1. Otherwise,
if it is determined that the AC power on the AC distribution
line 200 side is not to be transformed into the AC power
on the load 302 side (step S2: No), the control device 11
does not perform a process to transform the AC power
on the AC distribution line 200 side into the AC power on
the load 302 side (step S4), and the process returns to
step S1. Specifically, in the operation of the start-of-op-
eration determination unit 21 illustrated in FIG. 7, the
"Yes" branch at step S33 corresponds to the "Yes"
branch at step S2 illustrated in FIG. 4, and the "No"
branch at step S33 corresponds to the "No" branch at
step S2 illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0045] A detailed operation of the control device 11 at
step S3 of FIG. 4 will now be described. FIG. 8 is a flow-
chart illustrating an operation of the voltage instruction
value calculator 22 of the control device 11 according to
the first embodiment. The voltage instruction value cal-
culator 22 obtains, from the voltage detector 15, informa-
tion on the voltage value of the AC power on the load
302 side (step S41). If the second signal is not received
from the start-of-operation determination unit 21 (step
S42: No), the voltage instruction value calculator 22 cal-
culates a voltage instruction value equal to the voltage
value of the AC power on the load 302 side, obtained
from the voltage detector 15 (step S43). If the second
signal is received from the start-of-operation determina-
tion unit 21 (step S42: Yes), the voltage instruction value
calculator 22 adds a preset power value to be consumed
in the station building auxiliary power unit 1 to the voltage
value of the AC power on the load 302 side obtained from
the voltage detector 15 to calculate a voltage instruction
value for the PWM signal generator 23 (step S44). After
the calculation of the voltage instruction value at step
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S43 or step S44, the voltage instruction value calculator
22 outputs the voltage instruction value calculated to the
PWM signal generator 23 (step S45).
[0046] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
the PWM signal generator 23 of the control device 11
according to the first embodiment. Upon reception of the
voltage instruction value from the voltage instruction val-
ue calculator 22 (step S51), the PWM signal generator
23 generates a PWM signal for controlling the operation
of the converter 13, and a PWM signal for controlling the
operation of the inverter 14, on the basis of the voltage
instruction value (step S52). Then, the PWM signal gen-
erator 23 outputs the generated PWM signal for the con-
verter 13 to the converter 13, and outputs the generated
PWM signal for the inverter 14 to the inverter 14 (step
S53) .
[0047] On the basis of the operation described above,
if AC power is flowing from the AC distribution line 200
to the substation 100, that is, if the regenerative power
generated by the electric vehicle is flowing from the AC
distribution line 200 to the substation 100, the station
building auxiliary power unit 1 transforms the 20 kV AC
power on the AC distribution line 200 side into the 210 V
AC power on the load 302 side to allow the regenerative
power generated by the electric vehicle to be consumed
in the load 302 of the station building 300.
[0048] If AC power is flowing from the substation 100
to the AC distribution line 200, that is, if the regenerative
power generated by the electric vehicles is not flowing
from the AC distribution line 200 to the substation 100,
the station building auxiliary power unit 1 does not per-
form a process to transform the 20 kV AC power on the
AC distribution line 200 side into the 210 V AC power on
the load 302 side.
[0049] Moreover, if the direction of the flow of the AC
power between the AC distribution line 200 and the sub-
station 100 changes to a direction from the substation
100 to the AC distribution line 200 during a process to
transform the 20 kV AC power on the AC distribution line
200 side into the 210 V AC power on the load 302 side,
the station building auxiliary power unit 1 stops the proc-
ess to transform the 20 kV AC power on the AC distribu-
tion line 200 side into the 210 V AC power on the load
302 side.
[0050] A configuration of the station building auxiliary
power unit 1 will next be described. In the station building
auxiliary power unit 1, the transformer 12 is realized by
a transformer circuit, the converter 13 is realized by an
AC-to-DC converter circuit, the inverter 14 is realized by
a DC-to-AC converter circuit, and the voltage detector
15 is realized by a voltmeter. If the power flow detector
16 is included in the station building auxiliary power unit
1, the power flow detector 16 is realized by, for example,
an electric power meter. The description below will be
given in terms of the configuration of the control device
11 included in the station building auxiliary power unit 1.
[0051] FIGS. 10 and 11 are each a diagram illustrating
an example of hardware configuration of the control de-

vice 11 of the station building auxiliary power unit 1 ac-
cording to the first embodiment. The functions of the in-
terface unit 20, the start-of-operation determination unit
21, the voltage instruction value calculator 22, and the
PWM signal generator 23 of the control device 11 of the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 are realized by a
processing circuit 91. In other words, the control device
11 of the station building auxiliary power unit 1 includes
a processing unit for: converting information on the power
flow direction into a first signal; determining whether the
AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is to be
transformed into the AC power on the load 302 side; cal-
culating a voltage instruction value; and generating PWM
signals for respectively controlling the operations of the
converter 13 and of the inverter 14. The processing circuit
91 may be dedicated hardware, or may be a combination
of a central processing unit (CPU) 92 and a memory 93,
where the CPU 92 executes a program stored in the
memory 93. The CPU 92 may be a central processing
unit, a processing unit, a computing unit, a microproces-
sor, a microcomputer, a processor, a digital signal proc-
essor (DSP), and the like.
[0052] If the processing circuit 91 is dedicated hard-
ware, examples of the processing circuit 91 include a
single circuit, a composite circuit, a programmed proc-
essor, a parallel-programmed processor, an ASIC (ap-
plication specific integrated circuit), an FPGA (field pro-
grammable gate array), and combinations thereof. The
functions of the interface unit 20, the start-of-operation
determination unit 21, the voltage instruction value cal-
culator 22, and the PWM signal generator 23 may each
be individually implemented in the processing circuit 91,
or may collectively be implemented in the processing cir-
cuit 91.
[0053] If the processing circuit 91 is a combination of
the CPU 92 and the memory 93, the functions of the
interface unit 20, the start-of-operation determination unit
21, the voltage instruction value calculator 22, and the
PWM signal generator 23 are implemented in software,
firmware, or a combination of software and firmware. The
software or firmware is described in the form of a pro-
gram, and is stored in the memory 93. The processing
circuit 91 provides the functions of these components by
causing the CPU 92 to read and execute the program
stored in the memory 93. That is, the control device 11
of the station building auxiliary power unit 1 includes a
memory 93 for storing programs that, upon execution by
the processing circuit 91, cause the processing circuit 91
to perform: a step of converting information on the power
flow direction to a first signal, a step of determining wheth-
er the AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is
to be transformed into the AC power on the load 302 side,
a step of calculating a voltage instruction value, and a
step of generating PWM signals for respectively control-
ling the operations of the converter 13 and of the inverter
14, as a result. These programs can be said to cause a
computer to perform the procedures and methods of the
interface unit 20, the start-of-operation determination unit
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21, the voltage instruction value calculator 22, and the
PWM signal generator 23. In this relation, examples of
the memory 93 include nonvolatile and volatile semicon-
ductor memories such as a random access memory
(RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), a flash memory, an
erasable programmable ROM (EPROM), and an electri-
cally EPROM (EEPROM), a magnetic disk, a flexible
disk, an optical disk, a compact disc, a mini disk, and a
digital versatile disc (DVD).
[0054] The functions of the interface unit 20, the start-
of-operation determination unit 21, the voltage instruction
value calculator 22, and the PWM signal generator 23
may be partially implemented by dedicated hardware,
and partially implemented by software or firmware. For
example, it is possible that the functions of the interface
unit 20 and the start-of-operation determination unit 21
be implemented by a processing circuit 91 configured as
dedicated hardware, and the functions of the voltage in-
struction value calculator 22 and the PWM signal gener-
ator 23 be implemented by a processing circuit 91 such
that the CPU 92 reads and executes programs stored in
the memory 93.
[0055] As described above, the processing circuit 91
can realize the functions described above in hardware,
software, firmware, or a combination thereof. Note that
the configuration of the interface unit 20 is not limited to
the configuration described above, and may be realized
by an AD conversion circuit.
[0056] As has been described above, in the railroad
system 50 having an AC distribution line system accord-
ing to the present embodiment, the station building aux-
iliary power unit 1 determines, on the basis of information
on the power flow direction of the AC power between AC
distribution line 200 and the substation 100. If the AC
power is flowing from the AC distribution line 200 to the
substation 100, the station building auxiliary power unit
1 determines that the line power generated in the electric
vehicle is not completely consumed by the other electric
vehicle, and is thus flowing into the substation 100, and
accordingly, transforms the AC power on the AC distri-
bution line 200 side into the AC power on the load 302
side. Otherwise, if the AC power is flowing from the sub-
station 100 to the AC distribution line 200, the station
building auxiliary power unit 1 does not transform the AC
power on the AC distribution line 200 side into the AC
power on the load 302 side. This configuration allows the
station building auxiliary power unit 1 not to perform trans-
formation of the AC power if the regenerative power gen-
erated by the electric vehicle is being used by the other
electric vehicle, and to perform transformation of the AC
power if the regenerative power generated by the electric
vehicle is not completely consumed by the other electric
vehicle. Thus, the regenerative power generated by the
electric vehicle can be efficiently utilized in the load 302
of the station building 300.

Second embodiment.

[0057] In the first embodiment, the control device 11
obtains information on the power flow direction from the
power flow detector 16, determines whether the AC pow-
er on the AC distribution line 200 side is to be transformed
into the AC power on the load 302 side, and, if it is de-
termined that transformation is to be performed, performs
a process to transform the AC power. In a second em-
bodiment, a description will be provided below for a case
in which the process is performed outside the station
building up to the step of determining whether the AC
power on the AC distribution line 200 side is to be trans-
formed into the AC power on the load 302 side. The por-
tions different from those of the first embodiment will be
described below.
[0058] FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example con-
figuration of a railroad system 50a including a station
building auxiliary power unit 1a according to the second
embodiment of the present invention. The railroad sys-
tem 50a includes a station building 300a and a substation
100a in place of the station building 300 and the substa-
tion 100 of the railroad system 50 of the first embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0059] The substation 100a includes a power flow de-
tection device 17 in place of the power flow detector 16
included in the substation 100 of the first embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 1. FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an
example configuration of the power flow detection device
17 and of a control device 11a according to the second
embodiment. The power flow detection device 17 in-
cludes the power flow detector 16, the interface unit 20,
and the start-of-operation determination unit 21. The
power flow detector 16, the interface unit 20, and the
start-of-operation determination unit 21 operate similarly
to those of the first embodiment. The power flow detection
device 17 detects a power flow direction, which repre-
sents the direction in which the power is flowing between
the AC distribution line 200 electrically connecting to an
electric vehicle and a substation 100a that supplies AC
power to the AC distribution line 200. In addition, the pow-
er flow detection device 17 converts the information on
the power flow direction into the first signal. Moreover,
the power flow detection device 17 determines whether
first AC power on the AC distribution line 200 side is to
be transformed into second AC power usable by the load
302 on the basis of the first signal, and if it is determined
that transformation is to be performed, the power flow
detection device 17 generates and outputs a second sig-
nal.
[0060] Although, in FIG. 12, the power flow detection
device 17 is disposed in the substation 100a, the second
signal output from the power flow detection device 17 is
a signal needed by the station building auxiliary power
unit 1a, not by the substation 100a. Accordingly, the pow-
er flow detection device 17 may be interpreted as being
included in the station building auxiliary power unit 1a
despite the distant installation location thereof. FIG. 14
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is a diagram illustrating an example configuration of the
control device 11a according to the second embodiment.
Similarly to FIGS. 2 and 3 of the first embodiment, FIG.
13 illustrates a configuration of the station building aux-
iliary power unit 1a including the power flow detection
device 17 in the second embodiment, while FIG. 14 illus-
trates a configuration of the station building auxiliary pow-
er unit 1a without the power flow detection device 17 in
the second embodiment.
[0061] The station building 300a includes the control
device 11a in place of the control device 11 included in
the station building 300 of the first embodiment illustrated
in FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, the control
device 11a includes the voltage instruction value calcu-
lator 22 and the PWM signal generator 23. The voltage
instruction value calculator 22 and the PWM signal gen-
erator 23 operate similarly to those of the first embodi-
ment.
[0062] As described above, the railroad system 50 of
the first embodiment and the railroad system 50a of the
second embodiment differ only in that the interface unit
20 and the start-of-operation determination unit 21 have
been moved from the station building to the substation.
[0063] In the station building auxiliary power unit 1a of
the second embodiment, the process to transform the 20
kV AC power on the AC distribution line 200 into the 210
V AC power, as well as the processes of the components,
are performed similarly to the processes illustrated in the
flowcharts of FIGS. 4 to 9 described with respect to the
first embodiment. Therefore, the description of the proc-
ess to transform the 20 kV AC power on the AC distribu-
tion line 200 into the 210 V AC power in the station build-
ing auxiliary power unit 1a will be omitted. Note that in
the second embodiment, the process at step S2 illustrat-
ed in FIG. 4 is performed, not in the station building 300a,
but in the substation 100a.
[0064] In addition, the interface unit 20 and the start-
of-operation determination unit 21 in the power flow de-
tection device 17 illustrated in FIG. 13, and the voltage
instruction value calculator 22 and the PWM signal gen-
erator 23 of the control device 11a illustrated in FIGS. 13
and 14 are implemented according to the example of the
hardware configuration illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11.
[0065] As has been described above, according to this
embodiment, the interface unit 20 and the start-of-oper-
ation determination unit 21 provided in the control device
11 in the first embodiment have been moved to the power
flow detection device 17 of the substation 100a. Also in
this case, an advantage similar to that of the first embod-
iment can be provided.
[0066] As described above, the present invention can
be usefully applied to a station building auxiliary power
unit for converting regenerative power generated by an
electric vehicle into power usable by a load in a station
building.
[0067] The configurations described in the disclosed
embodiments are merely examples of the present inven-
tion, and can thus be combined with other known tech-

nology, or otherwise a portion of the configurations may
be omitted and/or modified without departing from the
spirit of the present invention.

Reference Signs List

[0068] 1,1a station building auxiliary power unit;
11,11a control device; 12,101,111,301 transformer; 13
converter; 14 inverter; 15 voltage detector; 16 power flow
detector; 17 power flow detection device; 20 interface
unit; 21 start-of-operation determination unit; 22 voltage
instruction value calculator; 23 PWM signal generator;
50,50a railroad system; 100,100a,110 substation; 200
AC distribution line; 201,202 electric vehicle; 300,300a
station building; 302 load.

Claims

1. A station building auxiliary power unit comprising:

a start-of-operation determination unit to deter-
mine, on the basis of a first signal that represents
information on a power flow direction indicating
a direction of flow of electrical power between
an AC (alternating current) distribution line elec-
trically connecting to an electric railway vehicle
and a substation for supplying AC power to an
AC distribution line, whether a first AC power on
an AC distribution line side is to be transformed
into a second AC power usable by a load, and
if it is determined that transformation is to be
performed, to generate and output a second sig-
nal;
a voltage instruction value calculator to calculate
and output a voltage instruction value that cor-
responds to the second signal; and
a control signal generator to generate, on the
basis of the voltage instruction value, a control
signal for a power converter circuit to transform
the first AC power into the second AC power,
and to output the control signal.

2. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 1, wherein, if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that an AC power is flowing
from the AC distribution line to the substation, the
start-of-operation determination unit determines that
the first AC power is to be transformed into the sec-
ond AC power on the basis of the first signal, and
generates and outputs the second signal.

3. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 1, wherein, if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that AC power is flowing from
the substation to the AC distribution line, the start-
of-operation determination unit determines that the
first AC power is not to be transformed into the sec-

17 18 



EP 3 342 634 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ond AC power on the basis of the first signal, and
does not generate the second signal.

4. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 2, wherein, if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that the AC power is flowing
from the substation to the AC distribution line, the
start-of-operation determination unit determines that
the first AC power is not to be transformed into the
second AC power on the basis of the first signal, and
if the first AC power is being transformed into the
second AC power, stops generating and outputting
the second signal.

5. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 1 or 2, wherein the voltage instruction value
calculator calculates the voltage instruction value on
the basis of a voltage value of the second AC power.

6. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to any one of claims 1 to 5, comprising:
a power flow direction detector to detect the power
flow direction indicating the direction of flow of elec-
trical power between the AC distribution line and the
substation, and to output the information on the pow-
er flow direction.

7. A station building auxiliary power unit comprising:

a voltage instruction value calculator to calculate
and output a voltage instruction value that cor-
responds to a second signal input from a power
flow direction detection device, wherein the
power flow direction detection device detects a
power flow direction indicating a direction of flow
of electrical power between an AC distribution
line electrically connecting to an electric vehicle
and a substation for supplying AC power to the
AC distribution line, converts information on the
power flow direction into a first signal being a
digital signal, determines, on the basis of the
first signal, whether first AC power on an AC
distribution line side is to be transformed into
second AC power usable by a load, and if it is
determined that transformation is to be per-
formed, generates and outputs the second sig-
nal; and
a control signal generator to generate, on the
basis of the voltage instruction value, a control
signal for a power converter circuit to transform
the first AC power into the second AC power,
and to output the control signal.

8. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 7, comprising:
the power flow direction detection device that in-
cludes:

a power flow direction detector to detect the
power flow direction indicating the direction of
flow of electrical power between the AC distri-
bution line and the substation, and to output the
information on the power flow direction,
a signal converter to convert the information on
the power flow direction into the first signal being
a digital signal, and
a start-of-operation determination unit to deter-
mine, on the basis of the first signal, whether the
first AC power is to be transformed into the sec-
ond AC power, and if it is determined that trans-
formation is to be performed, to generate and
output the second signal.

9. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 8, wherein, if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that AC power is flowing from
the AC distribution line to the substation, the start-
of-operation determination unit determines that the
first AC power is to be transformed into the second
AC power on the basis of the first signal, and gen-
erates and outputs the second signal.

10. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 8, wherein, if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that AC power is flowing from
the substation to the AC distribution line, the start-
of-operation determination unit determines that the
first AC power is not to be transformed into the sec-
ond AC power on the basis of the first signal, and
does not generate the second signal.

11. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to claim 9, wherein if the information on the power
flow direction indicates that AC power is flowing from
the substation to the AC distribution line, the start-
of-operation determination unit determines that the
first AC power is not to be transformed into the sec-
ond AC power on the basis of the first signal, and if
the first AC power is being transformed into the sec-
ond AC power, stops generating and outputting the
second signal.

12. The station building auxiliary power unit according
to any one of claims 7, 8, and 9, wherein the voltage
instruction value calculator calculates the voltage in-
struction value on the basis of a voltage value of the
second AC power.
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