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(54) PROBE DATA COLLECTION METHOD AND PROBE DATA COLLECTION DEVICE

(57) To provide a probe data collection method that
is capable of both ensuring the real-time nature of the
collected probe data and reducing the communication
load of the server. On the basis of the received probe
data, the total number of vehicles that have transmitted
probe data and the upload times of the probe data for
each vehicle (30) are detected, and on the basis of the
detected upload times, correction values of the upload
times are calculated for each vehicle (30) according to
the total number of vehicles. Then, the calculated cor-
rection values are transmitted to the respective vehicles
(30).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a probe data
collection method and a probe data collection device in
a probe data management system for the collection of
probe data that are transmitted from a vehicle.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, a probe data collection method
is known, in which it is determined whether probe data
that are transmitted from a vehicle is real-time transmis-
sion data or non-real-time transmission data, and real-
time transmission data are preferentially transmitted over
non-real-time transmission data (for example, refer to
Patent Document 1).

Prior Art Documents

Patent Documents

[0003] Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Application No. 2006-65391

Summary of the Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0004] However, in the conventional probe data collec-
tion method, the type of probe data is determined on the
vehicle side that transmits the data, and the transmission
method is varied according to the determination result.
Consequently, the timing for receiving data (the timing
at which the data are transmitted) cannot be controlled
on the server (center) side that receives the probe data,
causing problems such as not being able to sufficiently
secure the real-time nature of the probe data, and the
communication load of the server becoming excessive.
[0005] In view of the problems described above, an
object of the present invention is to provide a probe data
collection method and a probe data collection device that
are capable of both ensuring the real-time nature of the
collected probe data and reducing the communication
load of the server.

Means of Achieving the Object

[0006] In order to achieve the object above, the present
invention provides a probe data collection method in a
probe data management system comprising a server that
receives probe data that are transmitted from vehicles,
and a database that stores the probe data received by
the server. Here, the server detects the total number of
vehicles that transmitted data, and the upload times of
the probe data for each vehicle, based on the received
probe data. Then, correction values of the upload times

corresponding to the total number of vehicles are calcu-
lated based on the upload times detected for each vehi-
cle. Then, the calculated correction values are transmit-
ted to the respective vehicles.

Effects of the Invention

[0007] Therefore, in the present invention, the server
calculates the correction values of the upload times of
the probe data of the vehicles, in accordance with the
total number of vehicles that transmitted probe data.
Then, the correction values of the upload times are trans-
mitted to the vehicles that transmitted the probe data.
The upload timings of each vehicle can thereby be con-
trolled by the server according to the vehicle density. As
a result, the probe data reception timing of the server can
be controlled, and it becomes possible to prevent both
an occurrence of bias in the data reception intervals and
the number of received pieces of data from becoming
enormous. Then, it becomes possible to both ensure the
real-time nature of the collected probe data and to reduce
the communication load of the server.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0008]

[Figure 1] is an overall system view illustrating a
probe data management system having a probe data
collection device according to the first embodiment.
[Figure 2] is a conceptual viewpoint of sequence data
indicated based on probe data.
[Figure 3] is a flowchart illustrating the flow of the
data collection control process that is executed in
the first embodiment.
[Figure 4A] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data be-
fore carrying out a transmission interval extension
correction.
[Figure 4B] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing the transmission interval extension
correction with respect to the transmission and re-
ception timings shown in Figure 4A.
[Figure 5A] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data be-
fore carrying out a transmission data number reduc-
tion correction.
[Figure 5B] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing the transmission data number re-
duction correction with respect to the transmission
and reception timings shown in Figure 5A.
[Figure 6A] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data be-
fore carrying out a data transmission vehicle reduc-
tion correction.
[Figure 6B] is an explanatory view illustrating the
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transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing the data transmission vehicle reduc-
tion correction with respect to the transmission and
reception timings shown in Figure 6A.
[Figure 7A] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data be-
fore carrying out an equalization correction.
[Figure 7B] is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing equalization correction with respect
to the transmission and reception timings shown in
Figure 7A.

Embodiments to Carry Out the Invention

[0009] An embodiment for implementing the probe da-
ta collection method and the probe data collection device
of the present invention is described below based on the
first embodiment illustrated in the drawings.

(Embodiment 1)

[0010] First, the "overall system configuration" and the
"configuration of the data collection control process" will
be separately described regarding the configuration of
the probe data collection device of the first embodiment.

[Overall System Configuration]

[0011] Figure 1 is an overall system view illustrating a
probe data management system provided with the probe
data collection device according to the first embodiment.
The overall system configuration of the embodiment will
be described below based on Figure 1.
[0012] The probe data management system 1 accord-
ing to the first embodiment comprises a server 10 and a
database 20, as illustrated in Figure 1.
[0013] The server 10 is a computer that collects probe
data from a large number of vehicles, and stores the col-
lected probe data in a database in association with ve-
hicle IDs. This server 10 comprises a reception unit 11,
a probe data collection controller 12, and a transmission
unit 13, as illustrated in Figure 1.
[0014] The reception unit 11 receives probe data and
ignition signals (including start switch signals) that are
transmitted from the large number of vehicles 30, and
stores the received probe data in the database 20. Ve-
hicles 30 include, in addition to engine-equipped vehicles
having only an engine as a traveling drive source and
electrically driven vehicles (hybrid vehicles and electric
vehicles) having a motor as a traveling drive source,
trucks, buses, and motorcycles.
[0015] On the other hand, probe data include an iden-
tification number (vehicle ID) attached to each vehicle 30
and position information obtained from a GPS (Global
Positioning System) mounted in each vehicle 30, and
here, comprise at least point sequence data and trip data.
The point sequence data and the trip data are stored in

the database 20 respectively associated with a vehicle
ID.
[0016] The point sequence data are data transmitted
from each vehicle 30 at set intervals (for example, 30
seconds) from ignition ON to ignition OFF, comprising
the data transmission time, the data transmission posi-
tion, and the travel distance. Here, the "data transmission
position" is information indicating the position of the ve-
hicle 30 (position information) when transmitting the data,
and is indicated by latitude and longitude. The "travel
distance" is information indicating the distance from the
position where the previous data were transmitted to the
position where the current data were transmitted. Con-
necting the "data transmission positions" shown on the
map in chronological order based on these point se-
quence data results in movement trajectory information
as illustrated in Figure 2.
[0017] The trip data are data that are transmitted from
each vehicle 30 only once between ignition ON and ig-
nition OFF, and comprise the departure time, the arrival
time, the departure position, the arrival position, and the
total travel distance. Here, the "departure time" is infor-
mation indicating the time at which ignition ON was car-
ried out. The "arrival time" is information indicating the
time at which ignition OFF was carried out. The "depar-
ture position" is information indicating the vehicle position
when ignition ON was carried out. The "arrival position"
is information indicating the vehicle position when ignition
OFF was carried out. The "departure position" and the
"arrival position" are indicated by latitude and longitude.
The "total travel distance" is information indicating the
distance from the position where ignition ON was carried
out to the position where ignition OFF was carried out,
and is the sum of the "travel distance" in the point se-
quence data.
[0018] The probe data collection controller 12 grasps
the reception timing of the probe data in the reception
unit 11. Then, in order to control this reception timing, a
probe data collection control process, described later, is
executed, to calculate correction values of the upload
times of the probe data in vehicles 30 (A, B, C in Figure
1) that are present in a predetermined traveling area α
(area surrounded by the broken line in Figure 1). The
calculated correction values of the upload times of the
probe data are output from the probe data collection con-
troller 12 to the transmission unit 13.
[0019] The transmission unit 13 is an external commu-
nication mechanism that communicates with the vehicles
30 (A, B, C in Figure 1) that are present in the predeter-
mined traveling area α specified by the probe data col-
lection controller 12. The correction values of the upload
times output from the probe data collection controller 12
are transmitted to the vehicles 30 (A, B, C) within the
predetermined traveling area α. Each vehicle 30 com-
prises a data transmission unit that transmits probe data
to the reception unit 11 of the server 10, and a data re-
ception unit that receives the correction values of the
upload times from the transmission unit 13. When receiv-
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ing the correction values of the upload times from the
transmission unit 13, the vehicles 30 (A, B, C) within the
predetermined traveling area α change the timings (up-
load times) for transmitting the probe data according to
the correction values.
[0020] The database 20 is a memory capable of send-
ing and receiving data to and from the server 10. In ad-
dition to the probe data obtained from a plurality of vehi-
cles 30, map data, user information including vehicle ID
and User ID, and the like, are stored in this database 20.

[Configuration of the Data Collection Control Process]

[0021] Figure 3 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of a
data collection control process that is executed in the first
embodiment. The configuration of the data collection
control process according to the first embodiment will be
described below based on Figure 3.
[0022] In Step S1, vehicles that are in an ignition ON
state are detected, and the process proceeds to Step S2.
Here, an ignition ON state is determined when there is
an input of an ignition signal from a vehicle 30 to the
reception unit 11.
[0023] In Step S2, following the detection of ignition
ON vehicles in Step S1, it is determined whether or not
there is a vehicle in the ignition ON state. In the case of
YES (ignition ON vehicles present), the process pro-
ceeds to Step S3, and if NO (ignition ON vehicles absent),
the process returns to Step S1.
[0024] In Step S3, following the determination that ig-
nition ON vehicles are present in Step S2, the vehicle
IDs of the vehicles (ignition ON vehicles) detected in Step
S2 are verified against User IDs that are stored in the
database 20 in advance, and the process proceeds to
Step S4.
[0025] In Step S4, following the verification of the ve-
hicle IDs in Step S3, the current positions of the vehicles
detected in Step S2 (ignition ON vehicles) are detected
for each vehicle, and the process proceeds to Step S5.
Here, the current position information is detected based
on the data transmission position information included in
the point sequence data of the probe data. In addition,
this detection of the current position is executed for all
vehicles detected in Step S2. In addition to the latitude
and longitude that indicate the vehicle position, this cur-
rent position information may include the traveling direc-
tion of the vehicles that are traveling.
[0026] In Step S5, following the detection of the current
positions of the vehicles in Step S4, the upload times of
the vehicles detected in Step S2 (ignition ON vehicles)
are detected for each vehicle, and the process proceeds
to Step S6. Here, upload times are times indicating the
timings at which probe data are transmitted from the ve-
hicles 30, and are, for example, information such as "00
seconds and 30 seconds every minute" or "00 seconds
-> 35 seconds -> 10 seconds -> 45 seconds -> 20 sec-
onds -> 55 seconds -> 30 seconds ..." This upload time
information is detected based on the data transmission

time information included in the point sequence data of
the probe data. In addition, this detection of the upload
times is executed for all vehicles detected in Step S2.
[0027] In Step S6, following the detection of the upload
times in Step S5, the traveling areas in which the vehicles
detected in Step S2 (ignition ON vehicles) are present
are classified for each vehicle based on the current po-
sition of each vehicle detected in Step S4, and the proc-
ess proceeds to Step S7. Here, "traveling areas" are in-
dividual areas obtained by partitioning an area from
which the server 10 can receive probe data into a plurality
of areas, and are arbitrarily set in advance. These
traveling areas are, for example, areas along a specific
lane, areas along the up lane of a specific lane, or the
like. In addition, traveling areas may be partitioned based
on links, intersections, etc., that are set on a lane. Then,
the classification of these traveling areas is carried out
based on the current position information detected in
Step S4 and the traveling area sections that are set in
advance. In addition, this classification of the traveling
areas is executed for all vehicles detected in Step S2.
[0028] In Step S7, following the classification of the
traveling areas in Step S6, a predetermined area is ar-
bitrarily selected from the plurality of traveling areas that
are set in advance, and the process proceeds to Step
S8. Here, the selection of the traveling area may be car-
ried out according to an order that is set in advance, or
may be carried out based on a condition that is arbitrarily
set.
[0029] In Step S8, following the selection of the
traveling area in Step S7, the total number of vehicles 30
that are present within the selected traveling area is de-
tected, and the process proceeds to Step S9. Here, the
detection of the total number of vehicles within the
traveling area is carried out based on the current position
information detected in Step S4 and the information on
the traveling areas in which the vehicles are present clas-
sified in Step S6.
[0030] In Step S9, following the detection of the total
number of vehicles in Step S8, it is determined whether
or not the total number of vehicles within the predeter-
mined traveling area detected in Step S8 is equal to or
greater than a predetermined value Th, which is set in
advance. In the case of YES (equal to or greater than
the predetermined value Th), the process proceeds to
Step S10, and if NO (less than the predetermined value
Th), the process proceeds to Step S11. Here, the "pre-
determined value Th" is the number of cars at which the
communication load of the server 10 is thought to become
excessive. The number of pieces of received probe data
increases as the total number of vehicles within the
traveling area increases, and the real-time nature of the
probe data is improved. However, if the total number of
vehicles becomes too large, the amount of data received
by the server 10 becomes enormous, becoming an ex-
cessive communication load. The "predetermined value
Th" described above is a value that is set based on the
boundary between the securing of real-time nature and
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an excessive communication load.
[0031] In Step S10, following the determination that
the total number of vehicles is equal to or greater than
the predetermined value Th in Step S9, thinning correc-
tion is carried out with respect to the respective upload
times of the vehicles 30 that are present within the se-
lected traveling area, and the process proceeds to Step
S12. Here, "thinning correction" means to calculate a cor-
rection value for reducing the number of probe data re-
ceived by the reception unit 11 of the server 10 during a
predetermined period, and, in this case, one of "trans-
mission interval extension correction," "transmission da-
ta number reduction correction," and "data transmission
vehicle reduction correction" is carried out in accordance
with the total number of vehicles. The first threshold value
Th1 and the second threshold value Th2, described later,
are arbitrarily set. The "transmission interval extension
correction" is to calculate a correction value to extend
the upload interval of the probe data by each vehicle 30,
and is carried out when the total number of vehicles within
the predetermined traveling area is relatively small, even
if equal to or greater than the predetermined value Th
(when the total number of vehicles is less than a first
threshold value Th1 (> Th)). That is, in this "transmission
interval extension correction," in which probe data are
being transmitted from each vehicle 30 at 30-second in-
tervals, the upload interval is corrected to 40 seconds for
a certain vehicle X, while the upload interval is corrected
to 35 seconds for a different vehicle Y. In this "transmis-
sion interval extension correction," it is not necessary to
extend the upload interval of all vehicles, and it is not
necessary to carry out an extension of the upload interval
depending on the vehicle. The "transmission data
number reduction correction" is to calculate a correction
value to reduce the number of uploads of the probe data
within a predetermined time by each vehicle 30, and is
carried out when the total number of vehicles within the
predetermined traveling area is equal to or greater than
the predetermined value Th but is relatively small (when
the total number of vehicles is equal to or greater than
the first threshold value Th1 and less than a second
threshold value Th2 (> Th1)). That is, in this "transmission
data number reduction correction," in which probe data
are being transmitted from each vehicle 30 at 30-second
intervals, a certain vehicle M is corrected to transmit at
60-second intervals (that is, the number of uploads is
halved compared to before correction), and a different
vehicle N is corrected to transmit at 90-second intervals
(the number of uploads is set to 1/3 compared to before
correction). In this "transmission data number reduction
correction," it is not necessary to reduce the number of
uploads of all vehicles, and it is not necessary to carry
out a reduction in the number of uploads depending on
the vehicle. Furthermore, the "data transmission vehicle
reduction correction" is to calculate a correction value to
reduce the number of vehicles that transmit probe data,
and is carried out when the total number of vehicles within
the predetermined traveling area is equal to or greater

than the predetermined value Th, and is relatively large
(when the total number of vehicles is equal to or greater
than the second threshold value Th2). That is, in this
"data transmission vehicle reduction correction," in which
all vehicles 30 within the predetermined traveling area α
are transmitting probe data, a correction is made such
that only half of the vehicles 30 present within the
traveling area α transmit probe data. In this "data trans-
mission vehicle reduction correction," the number of ve-
hicles for stopping data transmission is arbitrarily set.
[0032] In Step S11, following the determination that
the total number of vehicles is less than the predeter-
mined value Th in Step S9, an equalization correction is
carried out with respect to the respective upload times
of the vehicles 30 that are present within the selected
traveling area, and the process proceeds to Step S12.
Here, "equalization correction" is a correction to calculate
correction values for offsetting the upload times without
changing the upload intervals of the probe data and dis-
persing the reception intervals of the probe data by the
server 10, and is specifically carried out by calculating
correction values of upload times that make the reception
intervals of the probe data by the server 10 constant.
That is, it is assumed that the upload times of a certain
vehicle P are "20 seconds and 50 seconds every minute"
and the upload times of a different vehicle Q are "25 sec-
onds and 55 seconds every minute." In this case, probe
data are transmitted from the vehicle P at 20 seconds
every minute and at 50 seconds every minute, and probe
data are transmitted from vehicle Q at 25 seconds every
minute and at 55 seconds every minute. In contrast, the
upload times of vehicle P are not corrected (correction
value = 0), and a correction value to be added to the
upload times is calculated for vehicle Q such that the
upload times become "05 seconds and 35 seconds every
minute" (correction value = 10 seconds).
[0033] In Step S12, after calculating correction values
of the upload times in Step S10 or Step S11, the correc-
tion values of the upload times for each vehicle 30 are
respectively transmitted to the vehicles 30 that are
present within the selected traveling area, and the proc-
ess proceeds to Step S13.
[0034] In Step S13, following the transmission of the
correction values of the upload times in Step S12, it is
determined whether or not the correction of the upload
times of the vehicles 30 that are present in each traveling
area has been completed for all traveling areas that are
set in advance. In the case of YES (correction complete),
the process proceeds to RETURN, and if NO (correction
incomplete), the process returns to StepS7.
[0035] Next, the actions are described.
[0036] The "upload time correction action," the "trans-
mission interval extension correction action," the "trans-
mission data number reduction correction action," the
"data transmission vehicle reduction correction action,"
and the "equalization correction action" will be separately
described regarding the actions of the probe data collec-
tion device according to the first embodiment.
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[Upload Time Correction Action]

[0037] In the probe data management system 1 ac-
cording to the first embodiment, probe data are collected
by receiving probe data transmitted from vehicles 30 that
are present around the server 10 of the probe data man-
agement system 1 and storing the probe data in a data-
base 20. Here, when entering an ignition ON state, each
vehicle 30 continues to transmit probe data to the server
10 at a preset timing (for example, at 30-second intervals)
until an ignition OFF state is reached. That is, in each
vehicle 30, the upload times are set based on the time
at which the host vehicle reaches the ignition ON state,
and probe data are transmitted when it becomes the set
upload time.
[0038] Accordingly, the server 10, which receives the
probe data, receives the probe data when the vehicles
30 transmit the probe data; therefore, the reception timing
of probe data by the server 10 is dependent on the ignition
ON time of each vehicle 30 and the total number of ve-
hicles 30 that transmit probe data. That is, if a plurality
of vehicles 30 reaches the ignition ON state in succes-
sion, the server 10 would receive the probe data contin-
uously over a short period of time, then after a certain
period of waiting time, the server would continuously re-
ceive probe data again, creating a bias in the reception
timings of the probe data. In addition, if the total number
of vehicles 30 that transmit probe data is small, or the
data transmission frequency in each vehicle 30 is low,
the amount of probe data that can be collected in the
server 10 becomes small. In these cases, probe data
cannot be appropriately collected in chronological order,
and there arises a problem in that the real-time nature of
the data cannot be ensured.
[0039] On the other hand, when vehicles 30 are con-
centrated in a certain traveling area, such as when a traf-
fic jam occurs, the amount of probe data that are trans-
mitted from said traveling area becomes enormous. Con-
sequently, the communication load of the server 10 be-
comes excessive, and the information processing load
in the server 10 becomes excessive, causing problems
such as appropriate information processing becoming
difficult to carry out.
[0040] In contrast, in the probe data collection device
according to the first embodiment, the server 11 calcu-
lates the correction values of the upload times of the
probe data of the vehicles 30, and the timings at which
the server 10 receives the probe data are controlled. An
increase in the number of pieces of data and bias in the
reception timings of the probe data are thereby sup-
pressed, to both ensure the real-time nature and reduce
the communication load.
[0041] That is, in the first embodiment, in order to con-
trol the timings for receiving the probe data that are trans-
mitted from the vehicles 30 by the reception unit 11 of
the server 10, first, in the flowchart illustrated in Figure
3, the process proceeds from Step S1 -> Step S2 -> Step
S3, such that vehicles in the ignition ON state are detect-

ed, and the vehicle IDs of the detected ignition ON vehi-
cles are verified against User IDs. Then, when the veri-
fication of the vehicle IDs and the User IDs is completed,
the process proceeds from Step S4 -> Step S5 -> Step
S6, such that the current position and the upload time is
detected for each vehicle 30, and the traveling areas in
which the vehicles 30 are present are classified for each
vehicle 30.
[0042] Then, when the classification of the traveling
areas is completed for all vehicles 30 that are in the ig-
nition ON state, the process proceeds to Step S7, and a
predetermined traveling area is arbitrarily selected.
When a traveling area is selected, the process proceeds
to Step S8, the total number of vehicles 30 that are
present within the traveling area is detected, and the cor-
rection values of the upload times are calculated accord-
ing to the total number of vehicles within the traveling
area. That is, if the total number of vehicles within the
traveling area is equal to or greater than the predeter-
mined value Th, the process proceeds from Step S9 ->
Step S10, and a "thinning correction" for reducing the
number of pieces of probe data received by the reception
unit 11 of the server 10 during a predetermined period is
executed. In addition, if the total number of vehicles within
the traveling area is less than the predetermined value
Th, the process proceeds from Step S9 -> Step S11, and
an "equalization correction" is executed whereby the up-
load times are offset without changing the upload inter-
vals of the probe data, and the reception intervals of the
probe data by the server 10 is dispersed. Then, when
the correction values of the upload times for each vehicle
30 are calculated, these correction values of the upload
times are transmitted to each of the vehicles 30 that are
present within the selected traveling area.
[0043] As a result, the upload times of the vehicles 30
will be controlled by the server 10, and biases in the re-
ception timings of the probe data and increases in the
number of receptions of the probe data in the server 10
will be eliminated. It thereby becomes possible to both
ensure the real-time nature of the probe data and reduce
the communication load of the server 10.
[0044] In addition, in this first embodiment, an area
from which the server 10 can receive probe data is par-
titioned into a plurality of traveling areas, and correction
values corresponding to the total number of vehicles that
are present within the traveling areas are calculated for
each of the traveling areas. Accordingly, the reception
timings of probe data are controlled for each of the limited
partitions, and it becomes possible to facilitate the cal-
culation of the correction values of the upload times. It is
thereby possible to promptly correct the upload times with
respect to changes in the total number of vehicles, and
to appropriately control the reception timings of the probe
data.
[0045] In addition, in this first embodiment, the method
of correcting the upload times is changed according to
the total number of vehicles that are present within the
selected traveling area. That is, if the total number of
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vehicles within the traveling area is equal to or greater
than the predetermined value Th, a "thinning correction"
for reducing the number of pieces of probe data received
by the server during a predetermined period is executed.
In addition, if the total number of vehicles within the
traveling area is less than the predetermined value Th,
an "equalization correction" is executed whereby the up-
load times are offset without changing the upload inter-
vals of the probe data, and the reception intervals of the
probe data by the server 10 are dispersed.
[0046] It is thereby possible to dynamically change the
reception frequency of the probe data by the server 10
in accordance with the vehicle density for each traveling
area, and to appropriately prevent an excessive commu-
nication load on the server 10 and secure the real-time
nature of the probe data.

[Transmission Interval Extension Correction Action]

[0047] Figure 4A is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data before
carrying out a transmission interval extension correction,
and Figure 4B is an explanatory view illustrating the trans-
mission and reception timings of probe data when exe-
cuting the transmission interval extension correction with
respect to the transmission and reception timings shown
in Figure 4A. The transmission interval extension correc-
tion action of the first embodiment will be described be-
low, based on Figure 4A and Figure 4B.
[0048] In the data collection control process according
to the first embodiment, when the total number of vehicles
that are present within a predetermined traveling area is
equal to or greater than a predetermined value Th but is
relatively small, that is, when less than a first threshold
value Th1, as part of the "thinning correction," a "trans-
mission interval extension correction" is carried out
whereby the upload intervals of each vehicle 30 are in-
creased.
[0049] A specific description is as follows.
[0050] It is assumed that three vehicles 30, vehicle A,
vehicle B, and vehicle C, are present within a predeter-
mined traveling area. At this time, before correction, the
vehicles A, B, C are respectively transmitting probe data
every 30 seconds, based on the time at which the re-
spective host vehicle reached an ignition ON state; for
example, it is assumed that the upload times of vehicle
A are "00 seconds and 30 seconds every minute," the
upload times of vehicle B are "03 seconds and 33 sec-
onds every minute," and the upload times of vehicle C
are "28 seconds and 58 seconds every minute." In this
case, reception of probe data is repeated in the server
10 at timings of 58 seconds (vehicle C) -> 00 seconds
(vehicle A) -> 03 seconds (vehicle B) -> (25-second gap)
-> 28 seconds (vehicle C) -> 30 seconds (vehicle A) ->
33 seconds (vehicle B) -> (25-second gap) -> 58 seconds
(vehicle C) -> 00 seconds (vehicle A) ... every minute, as
illustrated in Figure 4A. Consequently, a bias occurs in
the reception timings in the server 10 wherein probe data

are continuously received from three vehicles A, B, C,
then there is a gap of a set time; therefore, it becomes
impossible to grasp the traveling situation during which
probe data cannot be received, and it becomes impos-
sible to secure the real-time nature of the data.
[0051] With respect to the above, a "transmission in-
terval extension correction" is executed to calculate cor-
rection values such that the upload interval of vehicle A
is set to 35 seconds, the upload interval of vehicle B is
set to 40 seconds, and the upload interval of vehicle C
is set to 32 seconds. The upload times of vehicle A are
thereby corrected to "35 seconds -> 10 seconds -> 45
seconds -> 20 seconds ..." In addition, the upload times
of vehicle B are corrected to "43 seconds -> 23 seconds
-> 03 seconds ... " Furthermore, the upload times of ve-
hicle C are corrected to "30 seconds -> 02 seconds ->
34 seconds -> 06 seconds ... "
[0052] Accordingly, when the correction values of the
upload times are transmitted to the vehicles A, B, C at
time t1, the timings at which the probe data are transmit-
ted from the vehicles A, B, C will be changed, as illus-
trated in Figure 4B. As a result, the server 10 receives
probe data at 30 seconds (vehicle C) -> 35 seconds (ve-
hicle A) -> 43 seconds (vehicle B) -> 02 seconds (vehicle
C) -> 10 seconds (vehicle A) -> 23 seconds (vehicle B)
-> 34 seconds (vehicle C) -> 45 seconds (vehicle A)...
[0053] In this manner, in contrast to the server 10 hav-
ing received probe data at biased timings, it becomes
possible to differ the reception timings of the probe data
by the server 10. Then, biased idle times are less likely
to occur at the time of receiving probe data, and it be-
comes possible to ensure the real-time nature of the
probe data.

[Transmission Data Number Reduction Correction Ac-
tion]

[0054] Figure 5A is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data before
carrying out a transmission data number reduction cor-
rection, and Figure 5B is an explanatory view illustrating
the transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing the transmission data number reduction
correction with respect to the transmission and reception
timings shown in Figure 5A. The transmission data
number reduction correction action of the first embodi-
ment will be described below, based on Figure 5A and
Figure 5B.
[0055] In the data collection control process according
to the first embodiment, when the total number of vehicles
that are present within a predetermined traveling area is
equal to or greater than a predetermined value Th but is
small, that is, when equal to or greater than the first
threshold value Th1 and less than a second threshold
value Th2, as part of the "thinning correction," a "trans-
mission data number reduction correction" is carried out
whereby the number of uploads by each vehicle 30 within
a predetermined time is reduced.
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[0056] A specific description is as follows.
[0057] It is assumed that five vehicles 30, vehicle A,
vehicle B, vehicle C, vehicle D, and vehicle E, are present
within a predetermined traveling area. At this time, before
correction, the vehicles A, B, C, D, E are respectively
transmitting probe data every 30 seconds, based on the
time at which the respective host vehicle reached an ig-
nition ON state; for example, it is assumed that the upload
times of vehicle A are "00 seconds and 30 seconds every
minute," the upload times of vehicle B are "07 seconds
and 37 seconds every minute," the upload times of ve-
hicle C are "15 seconds and 45 seconds every minute,"
the upload times of vehicle D are "22 seconds and 52
seconds every minute," and the upload times of vehicle
E are "10 seconds and 40 seconds every minute." In this
case, reception of probe data is repeated in the server
10 at timings of 30 seconds (vehicle A) -> 37 seconds
(vehicle B) -> 40 seconds (vehicle E) -> 45 seconds (ve-
hicle C) -> 52 seconds (vehicle D) -> 00 seconds (vehicle
A) -> 07 seconds (vehicle B) -> 10 seconds (vehicle E)
-> 15 seconds (vehicle C) -> 22 seconds (vehicle D) ->
30 seconds (vehicle A) ... every minute, as illustrated in
Figure 4A. Consequently, the amount of probe data re-
ceived by the server 10 becomes large, the communica-
tion load of the server 10 becomes excessive, and it be-
comes difficult to carry out appropriate information
processing.
[0058] With respect to the above, a "transmission data
number reduction correction" is executed to set the
number of times of transmission of probe data to be car-
ried out in one minute by each of the vehicles A, B, C, D,
E to one. That is, a correction value is calculated to set
the upload interval of each of the vehicles A, B, C, D, E
to 60 seconds. As a result, the upload time of vehicle A
is corrected to "00 seconds every minute," the upload
time of vehicle B is corrected to "37 seconds every
minute," the upload time of vehicle C is corrected to "15
seconds every minute," the upload time of vehicle D is
corrected to "22 seconds every minute," and the upload
time of vehicle E is corrected to "40 seconds every
minute."
[0059] Accordingly, when the correction values of the
upload times are transmitted to the vehicles A, B, C, D,
E at time t2, the timings at which the probe data are trans-
mitted from the vehicles A, B, C, D, E will be changed,
as illustrated in Figure 5B. As a result, the server 10 re-
ceives probe data at 00 seconds (vehicle A) -> 15 sec-
onds (vehicle C) -> 22 seconds (vehicle D) -> 37 seconds
(vehicle B) -> 40 seconds (vehicle E) -> 00 seconds (ve-
hicle A) ... every minute.
[0060] In this manner, even if the total number of ve-
hicles 30 that are present within the traveling area is
large, and the amount of probe data that are transmitted
to the server 10 is large, by executing the "transmission
data number reduction correction," it is possible to easily
reduce the number of receptions of probe data in the
server 10. Then, it is possible to reduce the communica-
tion load of the server 10 by appropriately spacing the

intervals of the data reception timings.

[Data Transmission Vehicle Reduction Correction Ac-
tion]

[0061] Figure 6A is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data before
carrying out a data transmission vehicle reduction cor-
rection, and Figure 6B is an explanatory view illustrating
the transmission and reception timings of probe data
when executing the data transmission vehicle reduction
correction with respect to the transmission and reception
timings shown in Figure 6A. The data transmission ve-
hicle reduction correction action of the first embodiment
will be described below, based on Figure 6A and Figure
6B.
[0062] In the data collection control process according
to the first embodiment, when the total number of vehicles
that are present within a predetermined traveling area is
equal to or greater than a predetermined value Th and
is relatively large, that is, when equal to or greater than
a second threshold value Th2, as part of the "thinning
correction," a "data transmission vehicle reduction cor-
rection" is carried out whereby the number of vehicles
that transmit probe data is reduced.
[0063] A specific description is as follows.
[0064] It is assumed that eight vehicles 30, vehicle A
to vehicle H, are present within a predetermined traveling
area. At this time, before correction, the vehicles A-H are
respectively transmitting probe data every 30 seconds,
based on the time at which the respective host vehicle
reached an ignition ON state; and the upload times of
each vehicle shall be as follows.

Vehicle A -> "00 seconds and 30 seconds every
minute," vehicle B -> "03 seconds and 33 seconds
every minute"
Vehicle C -> "22 seconds and 52 seconds every
minute," vehicle D -> "28 seconds and 58 seconds
every minute"
Vehicle E -> "07 seconds and 37 seconds every
minute," vehicle F -> "15 seconds and 45 seconds
every minute"
Vehicle G -> "03 seconds and 33 seconds every
minute," vehicle H -> "20 seconds and 50 seconds
every minute"

[0065] In this case, reception of probe data is repeated
in the server 10 at timings of 20 seconds (vehicle H) ->
22 seconds (vehicle C) -> 28 seconds (vehicle D) -> 30
seconds (vehicle A) -> 33 seconds (vehicle B and vehicle
G) -> 37 seconds (vehicle E) -> 45 seconds (vehicle F)
-> 50 seconds (vehicle H) -> 52 seconds (vehicle C) ->
58 seconds (vehicle D) -> 00 seconds (vehicle A) -> 03
seconds (vehicle B and vehicle G) -> 07 seconds (vehicle
E) -> 15 seconds (vehicle F) -> 20 seconds (vehicle H) ...
every minute, as illustrated in Figure 6A. Consequently,
the amount of probe data received by the server 10 be-
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comes extremely large, the communication load of the
server 10 becomes excessive, and it becomes difficult
to carry out appropriate information processing.
[0066] With respect to the above, a "data transmission
vehicle reduction correction" is executed to calculate cor-
rection values for stopping the transmission of probe data
for vehicle B, vehicle D, vehicle G, and vehicle H. That
is, the vehicles that transmit probe data will become ve-
hicle A, vehicle C, vehicle E, and vehicle F, thereby halv-
ing the number of vehicles that transmit probe data. As
a result, the upload times of vehicle B, vehicle D, vehicle
G, and vehicle H are respectively corrected to "zero
(none)."
[0067] Accordingly, when the correction values of the
upload times are transmitted to vehicle B, vehicle D, ve-
hicle G, and vehicle H at time t3, the transmission of probe
data from vehicle B, vehicle D, vehicle G, and vehicle H
is stopped, as illustrated in Figure 6B. As a result, the
server 10 receives probe data at 00 seconds (vehicle A)
-> 07 seconds (vehicle E) -> 15 seconds (vehicle F) ->
22 seconds (vehicle C) -> 30 seconds (vehicle A) -> 37
seconds (vehicle E) -> 45 seconds (vehicle F) -> 52 sec-
onds (vehicle C) -> 00 seconds (vehicle A) ... every
minute.
[0068] In this manner, even if the total number of ve-
hicles 30 that are present within the traveling area is
large, and the amount of probe data that are transmitted
to the server 10 is large, by executing the "data trans-
mission vehicle reduction correction," it is possible to eas-
ily reduce the number of receptions of probe data in the
server 10. Then, it is possible to reduce the communica-
tion load of the server 10 by appropriately spacing the
intervals of the data reception timings.

[Equalization Correction Action]

[0069] Figure 7A is an explanatory view illustrating the
transmission and reception timings of probe data before
carrying out an equalization correction, and Figure 7B is
an explanatory view illustrating the transmission and re-
ception timings of probe data when executing equaliza-
tion correction with respect to the transmission and re-
ception timings shown in Figure 7A. The equalization cor-
rection action of the first embodiment will be described
below, based on Figure 7A and Figure 7B.
[0070] In the data collection control process according
to the first embodiment, if the total number of vehicles
within a predetermined traveling area is less than the
predetermined value Th, an "equalization correction" is
executed whereby the upload times are offset without
changing the upload intervals in each vehicle 30, and the
reception intervals of the probe data by the server 10 is
dispersed and correction values of upload times that
make the reception intervals of the probe data by the
server 10 constant are calculated.
[0071] A specific description is as follows.
[0072] It is assumed that two vehicles 30, vehicle A
and vehicle B, are present within a predetermined

traveling area. At this time, before correction, the vehicles
A, B are respectively transmitting probe data every 30
seconds, based on the time at which the respective host
vehicle reached an ignition ON state; for example, it is
assumed that the upload times of vehicle A are "00 sec-
onds and 30 seconds every minute," and the upload
times of vehicle B are "03 seconds and 33 seconds every
minute." In this case, reception of probe data is repeated
in the server 10 at timings of 00 seconds (vehicle A) ->
03 seconds (vehicle B) -> (27-second gap) -> 30 seconds
(vehicle A) -> 33 seconds (vehicle B) -> (27-second gap)
-> 00 seconds (vehicle A) ... every minute, as illustrated
in Figure 7A. Consequently, a bias occurs in the reception
timings in the server 10 wherein probe data are contin-
uously received from two vehicles A, B, then there is a
gap of a set time; therefore, it becomes impossible to
grasp the traveling situation during which probe data can-
not be received, and it becomes impossible to secure the
real-time nature of the data.
[0073] With respect to the above, an "equalization cor-
rection" is executed to offset the upload times of the ve-
hicles A, B such that the reception intervals of the probe
data in the server 10 become uniform. That is, a correc-
tion value of 12 seconds to be added for correction is
calculated such that the upload times of vehicle A are
maintained at "00 seconds and 30 seconds every
minute," while the upload times of vehicle B become "15
seconds and 45 seconds every minute." As a result, the
upload times of vehicle B are corrected to "15 seconds
and 45 seconds every minute."
[0074] Accordingly, when the correction value of the
upload times is transmitted to the vehicle B at time t4, the
timings at which the probe data are transmitted from the
vehicle B will be changed, as illustrated in Figure 7B. As
a result, the server 10 receives probe data at 00 seconds
(vehicle A) -> 15 seconds (vehicle B) -> 30 seconds (ve-
hicle A) -> 45 seconds (vehicle B) -> 00 seconds (vehicle
A) ...
[0075] In this manner, even if the server 10 is receiving
probe data at biased timings, it becomes possible to uni-
formly differ the reception timings of the probe data by
the server 10. Then, biased idle times will not occur at
the time of receiving probe data, and it becomes possible
to ensure the real-time nature of the probe data. Moreo-
ver, in this equalization correction, the number of pieces
of probe data that are received by the server 10 within a
predetermined time (for example, one minute) can be
maintained at the same number as before correction. It
is thereby possible to appropriately receive probe data
that are transmitted from each vehicle 30 without waste,
even if the total number of vehicles 30 that are present
within the predetermined traveling area is relatively small.
[0076] For the calculation of the correction values of
the upload times of each vehicle A, B for making the
reception intervals of probe data by the server 10 con-
stant, first, the average reception interval in the server
10 is obtained (for example, 15 seconds, if the upload
interval is 30 seconds and there are two vehicles). Next,
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the upload times of one vehicle (for example, vehicle A)
are used as a reference. Then, the necessary offset time
of the upload times of another vehicle (for example, ve-
hicle B) to make the interval between the upload times
of the vehicle to be used as the reference (vehicle A) and
the upload times of the other vehicle (for example, vehicle
B) to be the average reception interval in the server 10
is obtained. This offset time becomes the "correction val-
ue."
[0077] Next, the effects are described.
[0078] The effects listed below can be obtained by the
probe data collection method and the probe data collec-
tion device according to the first embodiment.

(1) In a probe data management system 1 compris-
ing the server 10 that receives probe data that are
transmitted from the vehicles 30, and the database
20 that stores the probe data received by the server
10,
the server 10
detects a total number of the vehicles 30 that trans-
mitted the data and upload times of the probe data
for each of the vehicles 30 based on the received
probe data,
calculates correction values of the upload times cor-
responding to the total number of vehicles 30 based
on the upload times detected for each of the vehicles
30, and
transmits the calculated correction values to the ve-
hicles 30.
As a result, it becomes possible to both ensure the
real-time nature of the collected probe data and re-
duce the communication load of the server.
(2) The probe data include position information,
the server 10 classifies traveling areas α in which
the vehicles 30 are present based on the received
probe data, and
the correction values are calculated for each of the
vehicles 30 that are present within the classified
traveling areas.
As a result, it becomes possible to facilitate calcula-
tion of the correction values of the upload times, and
to promptly correct the upload times with respect to
changes in the total number of vehicles.
(3) When calculating the correction values, the serv-
er 10
carries out a thinning correction for reducing the
number of pieces of probe data received by the serv-
er 10 during a predetermined period upon detecting
the total number of the vehicles 30 being equal to or
greater than a predetermined value Th that is set in
advance, and
carries out an equalization correction whereby the
upload times are offset without changing the upload
intervals of the probe data, and the reception inter-
vals of the probe data by the server 10 are dispersed
upon detecting the total number of the vehicles 30
being less than the predetermined value Th.

It is thereby possible to dynamically change the re-
ception frequency of the probe data by the server 10
in accordance with the vehicle density for each
traveling area, and to appropriately prevent an ex-
cessive communication load on the server 10 and
secure the real-time nature of the probe data.
(4) The server 10 carries out thinning correction by
increasing the upload intervals of the probe data by
the vehicles 30.
As a result, biased idle times are less likely to occur
at the time of receiving probe data, and it becomes
possible to ensure the real-time nature of the probe
data.
(5) The server 10 carries out the thinning correction
by reducing the number of uploads of the probe data
by the vehicles 30.
As a result, it is possible to reduce the communica-
tion load of the server 10 by appropriately spacing
the intervals of the data reception timings.
(6) The server 10 carries out thinning correction by
reducing the number of vehicles that transmit the
probe data.
As a result, it is possible to reduce the communica-
tion load of the server 10 by appropriately spacing
the intervals of the data reception timings.
(7) The server 10 carries out equalization correction
by calculating the correction values of the upload
times that make the reception intervals of the probe
data by the server 10 constant.
As a result, the probe data that are transmitted from
each vehicle 30 can be received without waste, bi-
ased idle times will not occur at the time of receiving
probe data, and it becomes possible to ensure the
real-time nature of the probe data.
(8) In a probe data management system 1 compris-
ing a server 10 that receives probe data that are
transmitted from vehicles 30, and a database 20 that
stores the probe data received by the server 10,
the server 10 comprises a probe data collection con-
troller 12 that
detects a total number of vehicles that transmitted
the data, and upload times of the probe data for each
of the vehicles based on the received probe data,
calculates correction values of the upload times cor-
responding to the total number of vehicles 30 based
on the upload times detected for each of the vehicles
30, and
transmits the calculated correction values to the ve-
hicles 30, respectively.

[0079] As a result, it becomes possible to both ensure
the real-time nature of the collected probe data and re-
duce the communication load of the server.
[0080] The probe data collection method and the probe
data collection device of the present invention were de-
scribed above based on the first embodiment, but specific
configurations thereof are not limited to this first embod-
iment, and various modifications and additions to the de-
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sign can be made without departing from the scope of
the invention according to each claim in the Claims.
[0081] In the first embodiment, an example was shown
in which, when executing the "transmission interval ex-
tension correction," the upload intervals of all vehicles A-
C that are present within a predetermined traveling area
are extended. However, it is not necessary to extend the
upload interval depending on the vehicle. That is, it is
sufficient if the setting of the extension time of the upload
intervals is carried out such that the reception timings in
the server 10 becomes appropriate, based on the upload
times of the vehicles A-C that are present within the
traveling area before correction and the reception timings
of the probe data in the server 10.
[0082] In addition, in the first embodiment, an example
was shown in which, when executing the "transmission
data number reduction correction," the number of up-
loads of all vehicles A-E that are present within a prede-
termined traveling area are halved. However, it is not
necessary to halve the number of uploads depending on
the vehicle, and the number of uploads to be reduced
may be a reduction of 1/3 or a reduction of 1/4. That is,
it is sufficient if the setting of the number of uploads to
be reduced during a predetermined time is carried out
such that the reception timings in the server 10 becomes
appropriate, based on the upload times of the vehicles
A-E that are present within the traveling area before cor-
rection and the reception timings of the probe data in the
server 10.
[0083] Furthermore, in the first embodiment, an exam-
ple was shown in which, when executing the "data trans-
mission vehicle reduction correction," the transmission
of probe data is stopped with respect to arbitrarily select-
ed vehicles (B, D, G, H) from among the vehicles A-H
that are present within a predetermined traveling area.
However, it is sufficient if the selection of vehicles to stop
the transmission of probe data is carried out such that
the reception timings in the server 10 becomes appro-
priate, based on the upload times of the vehicles A-H that
are present within the traveling area before correction
and the reception timings of the probe data in the server
10.
[0084] Additionally, in the first embodiment, an exam-
ple was shown in which, when executing the "equaliza-
tion correction," the correction values of the upload times
that make the reception intervals of the probe data by
the server 10 constant are calculated. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto; it is sufficient if
the upload times are offset without changing the upload
intervals in the vehicles A, B that are present within the
traveling area and the reception intervals of the probe
data by the server 10 are dispersed, but it is not necessary
for the reception intervals of the probe data to be strictly
uniform. That is, it is sufficient to eliminate extreme bias
in the reception intervals of the probe data by the server
10 by offsetting the upload times.
[0085] Furthermore, in the first embodiment, an exam-
ple was shown in which, when the correction of the upload

times of the vehicles 30 that are present in each traveling
area is completed for all the traveling areas that are set
in advance, vehicles that are in the ignition ON state are
detected again, the current position and the upload times
of each vehicle 30 are reviewed, and the upload times
are corrected. However, no limitation is imposed thereby,
and it is not necessary to carry out a correction for vehi-
cles that have undergone correction of the upload times
once until the ignition OFF state is reached. In addition,
it is not necessary to carry out the next correction during
a predetermined time after correcting the upload times,
or when present within the same traveling area, or while
traveling on the same type of road.
[0086] In the first embodiment, an example was shown
in which correction values of the upload times of the ve-
hicles 30 are calculated for each of a plurality of traveling
areas that are obtained by partitioning an area from which
the server 10 can receive probe data into a plurality of
traveling areas. However, calculation of the correction
values of the upload times may be carried out for all of
the areas from which the server 10 can receive probe
data. That is, in the present invention, it is sufficient if the
server 10 calculates the correction values of the upload
times based on the number of vehicles that transmitted
probe data and the upload times for each of the vehicles,
and if the reception timings of the probe data can be
dynamically controlled.

Claims

1. A probe data collection method for a probe data man-
agement system having a server that receives probe
data transmitted from vehicles, and a database that
stores the probe data received by the server, com-
prising:

the server
detecting a total number of the vehicles that
transmitted the probe data and upload times of
the probe data for each of the vehicles based
on the probe data received,
calculating correction values of the upload times
corresponding to the total number of the vehicles
based on the upload times detected for each of
the vehicles, and
transmitting the correction values calculated to
the vehicles respectively.

2. The probe data collection method according to claim
1, wherein
the probe data include position information,
the server classifying traveling areas in which the
vehicles are present, based on the received probe
data, and calculating of the correction values for
each of the vehicles that are present.

3. The probe data collection method according to claim
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1 or 2, wherein
when calculating the correction values, the server
carrying out thinning correction for reducing a
number of pieces of the probe data received by the
server during a predetermined period upon detecting
the total number of the vehicles being equal to or
greater than a predetermined value that is set in ad-
vance, and
carrying out an equalization correction whereby the
upload times are offset without changing upload in-
tervals of the probe data, and for dispersing recep-
tion intervals of the probe data by the server upon
detecting the total number of the vehicles being less
than the predetermined value.

4. The probe data collection method according to claim
3, wherein
the server carrying out the thinning correction by in-
creasing the upload intervals of the probe data by
the vehicles.

5. The probe data collection method according to claim
3, wherein
the server carrying out the thinning correction by re-
ducing a number of uploads of the probe data by the
vehicles.

6. The probe data collection method according to claim
3, wherein
the server carrying out the thinning correction by re-
ducing a number of the vehicles that transmit the
probe data.

7. The probe data collection method according to any
one of claims 3 to 6, wherein
the server carrying out the equalization correction
by calculating the correction values of the upload
times that make the reception intervals of the probe
data by the server constant.

8. A probe data collection device in a probe data man-
agement system, comprising:

a server that receives probe data transmitted
from vehicles; and a database that stores the
probe data received by the server,
the server comprising a probe data collection
controller which
detects a total number of the vehicles that trans-
mitted the probe data, and upload times of the
probe data for each of the vehicles based on the
received probe data,
calculates correction values of the upload times
corresponding to the total number of the vehicles
based on the upload times detected for each of
the vehicles, and
transmits the correction values calculated to the
vehicles, respectively.
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