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(54) METHOD AND ARRANGEMENT FOR BALANCING SUPPLY AND DEMAND IN AN 
ELECTRICITY GRID

(57) Supply and demand are balanced in an electric-
ity grid. For that purpose there is provided a set of history
data indicative of at least a detected AC frequency of
said electricity grid over a period of time. Said set is proc-
essed in a prediction process to produce, based on said
set of history data, at least one predicted value, which is
compared to at least one first threshold. If said comparing
indicates that said at least one predicted value meets or

exceeds said at least one first threshold, at least one
preparatory action is commenced to prepare a power sta-
tion to a change in power it feeds into said electricity grid.
An actual detected AC frequency of said electricity grid
is monitored. As a response to said actual detected AC
frequency meeting or exceeding a second threshold, the
power that said power station feeds into said electricity
grid is changed.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to electricity grids, i.e.
backbone networks for electricity transmission. In partic-
ular the invention relates to the task of balancing the sup-
ply and demand so that an optimum amount of generator
power is coupled to the grid at any given time.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] A high-voltage grid is the geographically distrib-
uted backbone of electricity transmission. Power stations
supply the grid with electricity, and at the consuming end
are industrial companies, distribution network compa-
nies, and ultimately individual households. Losses in the
grid sum up with the actual loads to form the total demand
of electric power. All users should receive a sufficient
amount of electric power at all times, and the AC frequen-
cy of the grid should remain as stable as possible. Simul-
taneously the use of energy sources should be optimized.
It is important to maintain a balance between supply and
demand in the grid.
[0003] The AC frequency of the grid constitutes a rel-
atively reliable indicator of the balance between supply
and demand, so that excessive demand lowers the fre-
quency and vice versa. The operator responsible for the
grid may decide how various levels of frequency variation
will trigger the use of power reserves. For example in a
grid the nominal AC frequency of which is 50 Hz, normal
operation reserves may be used to maintain the frequen-
cy error below 0.2%, i.e. between 49.9 and 50.1 Hz. If
the frequency decreases below 49.9 Hz and all normal
operation reserves are in use already, disturbance re-
serves are taken into use.
[0004] Owners of installations with power-generating
capability may sell this capability to a grid operator for
use as a power reserve. As the general rule, agile power
reserves (i.e. ones that can react quickly and flexibly to
variations in demand) are more valuable than ones that
take a longer time to activate and that are slower to ramp
up or down according to need. This rule in power reserve
pricing may have significant economic consequences to
the owners of such installations that involve inherent
complicatedness in controlling the level of produced out-
put power.

SUMMARY

[0005] It is an objective of the invention to present a
method and arrangement for using a power station as a
power reserve of an electricity grid in a flexible and ef-
fective manner. A particular objective of the invention is
that the power station could be made to respond to de-
tected changes in demand within a short time. A further
objective of the invention is that the method and arrange-
ment of the kind described above are scalable for use in

association with power stations of different capacities.
[0006] The objectives of the invention are achieved by
predicting future changes in the AC frequency of the grid
and using the results of such predicting to perform pre-
paratory measures in the operation of the power station
that shorten the time required to actually ramp up or down
its generated power in response to a later received trig-
gering signal.
[0007] A method according to the invention is charac-
terized by the features recited in the characterizing part
of the independent claim directed to a method.
[0008] An arrangement according to the invention is
characterized by the features recited in the characterizing
part of the independent claim directed to an arrangement.
[0009] A computer program according to the invention
comprises one or more sets of one or more machine-
executable instructions that, when executed by one or
more processors, are configured to cause the performing
of a method of the kind described above. The computer
program may be embodied on a volatile or a nonvolatile
computer-readable record medium, for example as a
computer program product comprising at least one com-
puter readable non-transitory medium having program
code stored thereon.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
constitute a part of this specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention and together with the description
help to explain the principles of the invention. In the draw-
ings:

Figure 1 illustrates the use of a recovery boiler as a
power reserve of an electricity grid,
Figure 2 illustrates an example of frequency control-
led use of a power reserve,
Figure 3 illustrates another example of frequency
controlled use of a power reserve,
Figure 4 illustrates history data and possible predic-
tion values,
Figure 5 illustrates an example of a prediction proc-
ess,
Figure 6 illustrates an example of comparing pre-
dicted values to a first threshold,
Figure 7 illustrates an example triggering a change
of power,
Figure 8 illustrates examples of various predicted
values,
Figure 9 illustrates an example of selecting the first
threshold,
Figure 10 illustrates the use of a neural network ac-
cording to an embodiment, and
Figure 11 illustrates a method in the form of a state
diagram.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] The method and arrangement described here
are generally applicable to power stations of various
kinds. As an example of a power station, the recovery
boiler of a pulp mill is considered.
[0012] A recovery boiler is used to recover inorganic
process chemicals and burn the organic waste that
comes out of the pulp-making process. Due to the rela-
tively large amounts of organic waste and its relatively
high energy content, the recovery boiler of a pulp mill
may produce significantly more energy in the form of heat
and electricity than what is needed to run the pulp mill
itself. In many cases the owner of a recovery boiler can
sell the excess energy to others, for example to an op-
erator of an electricity grid and/or a district heating sys-
tem.
[0013] The owner of a recovery boiler may receive sig-
nificant additional income by announcing some of the
energy-producing capability as a power reserve to a grid
operator. However, since the starting point of designing
a recovery boiler is the need to provide the best possible
support to the pulp-making process and not primarily the
generation of reserve power, the flexibility of the recovery
boiler as a reserve power source has not conventionally
been optimal.
[0014] Fig. 1 illustrates schematically a recovery boiler
101, the main purpose of which is to recover inorganic
process chemicals and burn the organic waste that
comes out of the pulp-making process. During operation
it releases large amounts of thermal energy that is used
to heat steam. A steam pipe system 102 conducts the
hot, pressurized steam to a turbine 103, which drives a
generator 104. A switching and transforming arrange-
ment 105 is used to controllably couple the output of the
generator to the transmission lines of an electricity grid
106.
[0015] An arrangement 107 is provided for balancing
the supply and demand in the electricity grid 106. In par-
ticular, the purpose of the arrangement 107 is to control
the operations of the power station 108, the power-gen-
erating unit of which is the recovery boiler 101. For this
purpose fig. 1 shows schematically control connections
from the arrangement 107 to all parts of the power station
108. The arrangement 107 may comprise for example
one or more computers of a control room, as well as the
sensors and actuators that are needed to provide the
arrangement 107 with feedback information about the
operation of the power station 108 and to enable the ar-
rangement 107 to affect the way in which the power sta-
tion 108 operates. For the purposes of the present de-
scription it is immaterial whether the arrangement 107 is
located centrally in one location or whether it involves
devices and interconnections distributed over two or
more locations.
[0016] A frequency detector 109 is schematically
shown, and provided for detecting the AC frequency of
the electricity grid 106 in real time and for providing the

arrangement 107 with information about the actual de-
tected AC frequency of the electricity grid 106. The de-
tected AC frequency of the electricity grid 106 constitutes
an important piece of control information, because it tells
the momentary balance between supply and demand in
the electricity grid 106. The arrangement 107 may re-
ceive also other kinds of control information, the sources
of which are only schematically shown in fig. 1 as 110.
The other kinds of control information may comprise for
example general environmental factors like the date and
time, information about actual and/or predicted weather,
information about the actual and/or predicted status of
other power stations and/or large consumers of electric
energy coupled to the electricity grid 106, and the like.
[0017] Fig. 2 illustrates an example of a norm that a
frequency controlled normal operation reserve of an elec-
tricity grid must obey. The task of such a normal operation
reserve is to participate in maintaining the AC frequency
of the electricity grid between 49.9 and 50.1 Hz. In order
to fulfil this purpose, the supply or load that the normal
operation reserve provides to the electricity grid must re-
main within the elongated hexagon. The coordinates of
its corner points are (50.1, 100), (50.1, 90), (49.91, -100),
(49.9, -100), (49.9, -90), and (50.09, 100). In the coordi-
nates the first number is the AC frequency of the elec-
tricity grid in Hz, and the second number is the power of
the power reserve in percentage units. The sign conven-
tion is such that negative percentages represent reduc-
tion in load (or increase in power generation), and positive
percentages represent increase in load (or reduction in
power generation).
[0018] Fig. 3 illustrates an example of a norm that a
frequency controlled disturbance reserve of an electricity
grid must obey. The task of such a disturbance reserve
is to provide additional supply to and/or decrease the
load of the electricity grid in situations where the AC fre-
quency of the electricity grid drops below a certain limit.
In the example of fig. 3 this limit is 49.9 Hz. The supply
or load that the disturbance reserve provides to the elec-
tricity grid must remain within the elongated hexagon with
the coordinates of its corner points as (49.9, 0), (49.9,
-10), (49.55, -100), (49.5, -100), (49.5, -75), and (49.8,
0) .
[0019] The operator of the electricity grid may set ad-
ditional requirements for frequency controlled normal op-
eration reserves or disturbance reserves that obey the
norms illustrated in figs. 2 or 3 respectively. Typical ad-
ditional requirements are for example minimum and max-
imum nominal power limits; requirements of continuous
controllability; provision of real time measurement data
to the grid operator; and time based requirements like
the maximum delay between a detected change in the
AC frequency of the grid and the consequent change in
reserve power. The additional requirements may be
bound to the extent and/or rate of change in the grid fre-
quency: for example, the lower the grid frequency, the
faster the frequency controlled reserves must react. The
additional requirements may set a predetermined re-
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sponse time, within which the appropriate change in re-
serve power must be effected. Depending on which kind
of reserve is concerned and what kind of change is ob-
served in the grid frequency, the predetermined response
may be zero (requiring immediate action as fast as the
systems can react), in the order of some seconds, or in
the order of some minutes at the most.
[0020] Fig. 4 illustrates the concept of history data and
its possible relevance to a method according to an em-
bodiment. The graph 401 represents the actual detected
AC frequency of an electricity grid. It has been monitored
for a certain duration, so the stored detection results con-
stitute a set of history data indicative of at least a detected
AC frequency of the electricity grid over a period of time.
At moment 402 the important question is, how the AC
frequency of the electricity grid will behave next. As illus-
trated with the dashed lines within the oval 403, there are
several possible directions of change, and at least some
of these may be such that the grid frequency might fall
below a threshold (here: 49.90 Hz) that necessitates ac-
tivating some reserve power. In order to ensure that a
recovery boiler or some other reserve power source may
provide such reserve power quickly, efficiently and flex-
ibly, it would be advantageous if the method could pro-
duce some more detailed information about such a future
development before it actually takes place.
[0021] The concept of history data may encompass
also other kinds of data than just a detected AC frequency
of the electricity grid over a period of time. One example
of such other kind of data is weather data, because
changes in weather (like changes in outside temperature,
changes in wind speed, or changes in cloud coverage)
have a tendency to cause corresponding changes in the
supply and/or demand of electric power. Another exam-
ple of such other kind of data is time and calendar data,
because factors like the volume of industrial production
and social behavior of users tend to follow some relatively
regular patterns as a function of time, causing corre-
sponding changes in the demand of electric power.
[0022] An example of the usefulness of time data is
the phenomenon where a number of producers and
large-scale consumers of electric energy may change
their contribution simultaneously at the border between
two consecutive commitment periods. In many cases the
operator of the grid requires producers and large-scale
consumers to commit themselves to some nominal con-
tribution (level of produced or consumed energy) for a
fixed time like one full hour. When one commitment pe-
riod ends and another begins, there may be abrupt
changes in the balance between supply and demand in
the grid.
[0023] Another example of a combination of significant
weather, clock, and calendar data is Christmas in Fin-
land: traditional Christmas foods are cooked slowly in the
(electric) oven during the hours before Christmas Eve,
and many people use the waiting time to go to the (elec-
tric) sauna. The temperature outside may be - 20 degrees
Celsius, which means that at the same time a lot of energy

is needed for heating all inhabited buildings.
[0024] Another kind of history data that can be used is
information about the so-called actual production stack
that was in use at each particular moment of time. The
actual production stack means the collection of power-
generating arrangements that were feeding power to the
grid. Different kinds of power stations have different char-
acteristics that may affect their ability to meet changes
in demand. As a simplified example it may have been
noticed that each time when the actual production stack
involved a significant amount of solar power, it was in-
creasingly difficult to make supply meet demand towards
afternoon and evening - because the Sun was going
down already. Thus if the prediction process noticed a
decreasing trend of detected AC frequency in the most
recent set of history data, and also noticed that it is around
5 o’clock PM and the actual production stack has a sig-
nification proportion of solar power, it may produce a pre-
dicted value closer to the first threshold than if the actual
production stack consisted solely of e.g. nuclear power.
[0025] As illustrated in fig. 5, the method may comprise
processing the set of history data 501 in a prediction proc-
ess 502 to produce, based on the set of history data 501,
one or more predicted values 503. The predicted value
or values 503 are indicators of what the prediction proc-
ess 502 would consider the most probable future devel-
opment of the AC frequency of the electricity grid. There
are several possible ways of implementing the prediction
process 502, typically involving some probabilistic calcu-
lations, and it may produce several possible kinds of pre-
dicted values. Examples of these will be described in
more detail later in this text.
[0026] As illustrated in fig. 6, the method may comprise
comparing 601 the predicted value(s) 503 to a first thresh-
old 602. This is a form of automated decision-making.
The expression "comparing to a threshold" may be un-
derstood in a wide sense as examining the predicted val-
ue(s) 503 in order to decide whether they suggest a rea-
sonable probability that some known triggering limit will
be met or exceeded in the near future. An alternative
description is to speak about evaluating the predicted
value(s) 503 in view of a predefined set of decision-mak-
ing criteria in order to estimate, whether one or more of
said criteria will be fulfilled in the near future. What is near
future in this sense depends on how fast the output power
of the recovery boiler or other reserve power source can
be changed efficiently. Above it was pointed out that there
may be several possible kinds of predicted values 503,
so correspondingly there may be several different kinds
of first thresholds 602. Examples of these are given later
in this description.
[0027] What happens as a result of the comparing 601
depends on whether the predicted value(s) 503 were
found to meet or exceed the first threshold (s) 602 or not.
As a response to the comparing 601 indicating that the
predicted value(s) 503 meets or exceeds the first thresh-
old(s) 602 (or that one or more of the decision-making
criteria are fulfilled), the method may comprise com-
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mencing at least one preparatory action 603 to prepare
the recovery boiler or other reserve power source for a
possible oncoming change in the power it feeds to the
electricity circuit. If, however, the predicted value (s) 503
are not found to meet or exceed the first threshold(s) 602,
the comparing 601 does not result in any immediate ac-
tion at the moment. This result is shown as 604 in fig. 6.
[0028] As illustrated in fig. 7, the method may comprise
monitoring 701 the actual detected AC frequency 702 of
the electricity grid. As a response to the actual detected
AC frequency 702 meeting or exceeding one or more
second threshold (s) 703, the method comprises chang-
ing - within a predetermined response time - the power
that the recovery boiler or other reserve power source
feeds into the electricity grid. This result is shown as 704
in fig. 7, and if it was preceded by a preparatory action
603 of the kind illustrated in fig. 6, it may take place faster,
more efficiently, and/or in an otherwise more advanta-
geous manner than if such a preparatory action had not
been done. It is also possible, however, that the moni-
toring 701 does not show the actual detected AC fre-
quency meeting or exceeding the second threshold(s)
703 during a period when a previously made preparatory
action remains valid. In such a case the monitoring 701
does not result in any changes of power. This result is
shown as 705 in fig. 7.
[0029] Fig. 8 is a schematic illustration of some exem-
plary kinds of predicted values that the prediction process
502 may produce. The first example is that the prediction
process 502 produces at least one predicted AC frequen-
cy 801 of the electricity grid as the predicted value. There
may be a fixed time difference between the moment of
time of producing the predicted value and the moment
of time at which said predicted value is pertinent. In other
words, the prediction process 502 may be configured to
always predict the AC frequency 801 of the electricity
grid, like, three minutes ahead. The length of such a fixed
time should be selected to be sufficiently long to allow
performing some effective preparatory action to prepare
a recovery boiler or other kind of reserve power source
to a change in power it feeds into the electricity grid. On
the other hand, the length of such a fixed time should be
selected short enough so that the predicted AC frequency
801 would have a significant probability of being close to
what actually will happen. It is well known that random
or otherwise unpredictable variations in some affecting
factors make all calculational prediction methods the
more inaccurate the further ahead the prediction should
be made.
[0030] The second example in fig. 8 is that the predic-
tion process 502 produces at least one estimated prob-
ability 802 as the predicted value. As a simplified illus-
trative example, we may assume that there is exactly one
triggering AC frequency value of the electricity grid to
which the method described here should react. For ex-
ample, a reserve power source should be activated if the
AC frequency of the electricity grid meets or goes below
49.9 Hz, and deactivated if the frequency increases

above 49.9 Hz. In such a case the prediction process
502 may produce a value between 0 and 1 (or 0% and
100%) to indicate, what is the probability that the trigger-
ing AC frequency value will be met or exceeded (going
below 49.9 Hz if currently above it, or increasing above
49.9 Hz if currently below it) within a fixed time from the
moment of producing the predicted value. The same con-
siderations apply to the length of such a fixed time as
above in case of the predicted AC frequency 801 of the
electricity grid.
[0031] The third example in fig. 8 is that the prediction
process 502 produces at least one pair 803 of a predicted
AC frequency of the electricity grid and an associated
probability of that predicted AC frequency. In the specific
instance of this example shown in fig. 8 it is assumed
that the prediction process 502 has produced five such
pairs, and these have been plotted in a frequency/prob-
ability coordinate system as a coarse graphical repre-
sentation of a probability distribution. Even if only one
such pair is produced, it may offer a more versatile basis
for making the decision about whether or not to com-
mence a preparatory action than e.g. just a predicted
frequency value without any associated probability.
Namely, making the decision can be made dependent
on how probable it is that some threshold frequency will
be met or exceeded during the period of time during which
the predicted values are pertinent. Or using a slightly
different approach, making the decision can be made
dependent on what predicted frequency (or what range
of predicted frequencies) will be encountered at at least
some required threshold probability.
[0032] A more formal definition of the more versatile
decision-making referred to above can be given with ref-
erence to fig. 9, which is a modification of fig. 6 earlier.
The comparing step 601 comprises comparing a predict-
ed AC frequency f of the electricity grid (which is one of
the predicted values 503) to a first threshold 602. The
value of the first threshold 602 is selected 901 on the
basis of the respective associated probability p(f). If the
prediction process produces two or more pairs of a pre-
dicted AC frequency of the electricity grid and an asso-
ciated probability, the comparing may comprise compar-
ing one or more of the predicted AC frequencies to re-
spective selected first threshold values, each of which
are selected on the basis of the respective associated
probability.
[0033] The fourth example in fig. 8 is that the prediction
process 502 produces a time value 804 indicative of an
estimated time difference between the moment of time
of producing said predicted value and a moment of time
at which said predicted value is pertinent. This example
may again cover several more detailed variants. In a very
simple variant the produced time value is the one and
only predicted value and indicates, how long time it will
most probably take before a triggering AC frequency val-
ue will be encountered next time. In a slightly more elab-
orate variant there are produced a number of pairs of a
time value and associated probability. Such pairs can
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then be used to present a probability distribution of the
estimated remaining time before the triggering AC fre-
quency value will be encountered next time.
[0034] Another slightly more elaborate variant is actu-
ally shown as a fifth example in fig. 8. In this example the
prediction process 502 produces a timeline 805 of pre-
dicted values. The predicted values in the timeline are
indicative of predicted AC frequencies of the electricity
grid at different moments of time ahead of the moment
of producing the timeline of predicted values. In other
words, the timeline provides a prediction of how the AC
frequency of the electricity grid will develop in the nearest
future. Each value may be associated with a correspond-
ing confidence interval, or with a probability distribution
that indicates the probability of each predicted frequency
at that future moment of time. Various approaches are
then available in selecting the first threshold, to which
the predicted value(s) are compared. For example, the
first threshold may be a triggering value defined for the
rate of change that can be deduced from the timeline.
[0035] Depending on the type and also on the unique
properties of each reserve power source there may be a
selection of possible preparatory actions and their com-
binations that can be taken. These possible preparatory
actions may differ from each other in many respects. For
example, some of them may only require very simple and
straightforward measures that can be performed auto-
matically, while others may involve some aspects of con-
sideration that should be subjected to the evaluation of
a human operator before being put into operation. Also
some of the possible preparatory actions may be quite
radical in the sense that they prepare the recovery boiler
or other reserve power source for even large changes in
output power, while some others may be more pertinent
to small, gradual changes instead. Therefore the prepar-
atory action to be taken is not necessarily the same in all
situations. According to an embodiment, at least one pre-
paratory action is selected on the basis of a criterion that
can involve at least one of the following: a predicted AC
frequency of the electricity grid indicated by the predicted
value(s); an estimated probability indicated by the pre-
dicted value(s); or the time difference between the mo-
ment of time of producing the predicted value (s) and a
moment of time at which the predicted value(s) is perti-
nent.
[0036] Fig. 10 illustrates another approach to process-
ing history data and comparing to one or more thresholds.
These steps of the method can be performed in a neural
network that comprises an input layer 1001; zero, one,
or more hidden layers 1002; and an output layer 1003.
The set of history data 501 are fed as inputs to the nodes
of the input layer 1001. Processing the set of history data
in a prediction process and producing a predicted value
take the form of neural network computing that gives, as
a result, one or more output states possibly associated
with weighting factors or probability values. Comparing
to a threshold may be implemented for example so that
if the most probable output state that comes out of said

neural network computing corresponds to a set 1004 of
one or more predefined triggering output nodes, the pre-
dicted value is said to meet or exceed the first threshold.
In an alternative embodiment the nodes of the output
layer 1003 constitute a set of possible predicted frequen-
cy values, in which case the results of the neural network
computing can be treated similarly as the probability dis-
tribution of frequency/probability pairs marked as 803 in
fig. 8.
[0037] Fig. 11 illustrates a method according to an em-
bodiment in the form of a state diagram. The execution
of the method can be said to be in exactly one of a mon-
itoring state 1101, a preparatory action state 1102, or a
power changing state 1103 at a time. In practice this kind
of exclusive categorization of states may be slightly in-
accurate, because an apparatus capable of multitasking
can perform simultaneous or essentially simultaneous
actions that in the state diagram representation belong
to different states. However, the state diagram represen-
tation may be quite intuitive in explaining how the exe-
cution of the method proceeds in general.
[0038] The monitoring state 1101 comprises providing
a set of history data indicative of at least a detected AC
frequency of the electricity grid over a period of time. It
comprises also processing said set of history data in a
prediction process to produce, based on the set of history
data, at least one predicted value. Further it comprises
comparing said at least one predicted value to at least
one first threshold. If the comparing indicates that the at
least one predicted value meets or exceeds the at least
one first threshold, a transition to state 1102 occurs.
[0039] The preparatory action state 1102 comprises
commencing at least one preparatory action to prepare
a recovery boiler or some other reserve power source to
a change in the power that it feeds into the electricity grid.
[0040] The step of monitoring an actual detected AC
frequency of the electricity grid is continuously or repeat-
edly executed both in the monitoring state 1101 and in
the preparatory action state 1102. The intended way of
operating is such that once the preparatory action has
been commenced in state 1102, as a response to the
actual detected AC frequency meeting or exceeding a
second threshold a transition to the power changing state
1103 takes place. The power changing state 1103 then
comprises changing the power that the recovery boiler
or other reserve power source feeds into the electricity
grid.
[0041] However, it is possible that previously calculat-
ed predicted values failed to predict the behavior of the
actual detected AC frequency of the electricity grid prop-
erly. If this happens while the execution of the method is
in the monitoring state 1101, it means that action must
be taken immediately to begin changing the output pow-
er, even without any preparatory action if possible. There-
fore fig. 11 illustrates also the possibility of a direct tran-
sition from state 1101 to state 1103. A different case is
if the previously calculated predicted values failed to pre-
dict the behavior of the actual detected AC frequency of

9 10 



EP 3 506 447 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the electricity grid properly while the execution of the
method is in the preparatory action state 1102. Namely,
this means that the preparatory action was commenced
even if in practice it was not needed. A timeout may trigger
a transition from state 1102 back to state 1101 in the
state diagram representation of fig. 11. More formally it
can be said that as a response to the actual detected AC
frequency not meeting or exceeding any second thresh-
old within a predetermined period of time after commenc-
ing at least one preparatory action, the method may com-
prise performing at least one cancelling action to cancel
the effect of at least one of the commenced preparatory
actions.
[0042] Some types of exemplary power stations will be
described next, together with the types of preparatory
action that can be applied and the ways in which their
output power can be changed.
[0043] The primary fuel of a recovery boiler of a pulp
mill is black liquor. Only the organic residues in the black
liquor will burn, while the inorganic components are to
be recovered. Inside the furnace the inorganic compo-
nents increase the thermal inertia of the system, which
basically means that changes in the output power of a
recovery boiler cannot be made as quickly and effectively
by just changing the flow of fuel to the furnace as in power
stations that just burn oil or gas as a fuel.
[0044] Similar considerations concerning thermal iner-
tia apply in power stations that utilize fluidized bed com-
bustion. The sand, limestone, and/or other particulate
support material in the fluidized bed does not burn but
absorbs a considerable amount of heat, again increasing
the thermal inertia of the system. This makes fast chang-
es in output power more difficult than in gas or oil burners
where the thermal inertia is relatively much lower.
[0045] If more fuel is fed into the furnace of a recovery
boiler or a fluidized bed combustor without simultaneous-
ly increasing the amount of extracted heat, the temper-
ature inside the furnace increases, which may lead to
disadvantageous consequences. For example the min-
eral particulates of the fluidized bed may begin to sinter,
which causes clogging in the furnace and eventually ne-
cessitates shutting down the process for cleaning. In a
recovery boiler the oxidation and reduction reactions
have a certain window of optimal values for the process
parameters, outside of which the burning is not clean
anymore, causing increased emissions and reduced
yield of recovered chemicals. Thus a mere increase in
supplying fuel may not be as such a very advantageous
kind of preparatory action.
[0046] The part of a recovery boiler or fluidized bed
combustor where steam is generated is called the steam
drum. Increasing the pressure and/or temperature,
and/or raising the water level in the steam drum is a kind
of preparatory action that can be taken, because it es-
sentially means temporarily storing some additional ther-
mal energy in the steam/water circulation. Such tempo-
rarily stored thermal energy can be quickly released into
output power by increasing the power at which the steam

turns the turbine. Increasing the pressure, temperature,
and/or water level in the drum can be supported with
increasing the supply of fuel to the furnace, which in the
case of a recovery boiler may mean increasing the supply
of black liquor and/or the supply of support fuels.
[0047] If preparatory action has been taken by increas-
ing the amount of thermal energy temporarily stored in
the steam/water circulation but it turns out that the fre-
quency of the grid does not decrease below any triggering
limit, it is recommendable to discharge the excess energy
without using it to produce output power to the grid. This
can involve for example opening a reduction valve that
passes some of the steam past the turbine. Opening the
reduction valve does not as such consume the tempo-
rarily stored excess energy, but it allows it to be dumped
into a condenser, freshwater heater, pressure accumu-
lator, or other kind of energy-dissipating or -storing ap-
paratus.
[0048] From the viewpoint of emission control, having
to discharge excess energy from the steam/water circu-
lation is better than having to rapidly increase the supply
of fuel to the combustor. In other words, it may be rec-
ommendable to take some preparatory action also on
the basis of a somewhat uncertain prediction, even if it
may turn out that no actual increase in output power will
eventually be needed. Namely, the alternative might be
that a sudden increase in output power will be actually
required when no preparatory action was taken. Such a
sudden increase tends to cause a disadvantageously
large temporary increase in emissions because the "gas
pedal" was pressed fast and it took time before the com-
bustion reactions returned into the window of optimal pa-
rameter values. Another possible disadvantageous con-
sequence of having to increase the output power quickly,
without (sufficient) preparatory action, is increased cost:
it may be mandatory to use (solely, or at least largely)
support fuels for the sudden increase. The support fuels
are generally more expensive per unit of generated pow-
er than black liquor or other primary fuel.
[0049] Using the steam/water circulation as an energy
buffer allows making the changes in combustion param-
eters slowly and carefully enough so that the combustion
reactions remain in the window of optimal parameter val-
ues. The time scale of making significant increases in
the pressure, temperature, and/or water level of the drum
is in the order of minutes. Consequently this kind of pre-
paratory action can be taken if one or more predicted
values indicate that the actual detected AC frequency
might meet or exceed the triggering limit or second
threshold in the matter of minutes.
[0050] It is obvious to a person skilled in the art that
with the advancement of technology, the basic idea of
the invention may be implemented in various ways. The
invention and its embodiments are thus not limited to the
examples described above, instead they may vary within
the scope of the claims.
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Claims

1. A method for balancing supply and demand in an
electricity grid, comprising:

- providing a set of history data indicative of at
least a detected AC frequency of said electricity
grid over a period of time,
- processing said set of history data in a predic-
tion process to produce, based on said set of
history data, at least one predicted value,
- comparing said at least one predicted value to
at least one first threshold,
- as a response to said comparing indicating that
said at least one predicted value meets or ex-
ceeds said at least one first threshold, com-
mencing at least one preparatory action to pre-
pare a power station to a change in power it
feeds into said electricity grid,
- monitoring an actual detected AC frequency of
said electricity grid, and
- as a response to said actual detected AC fre-
quency meeting or exceeding a second thresh-
old, changing - within a predetermined response
time - the power that said power station feeds
into said electricity grid.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said predic-
tion process produces at least one predicted AC fre-
quency of said electricity grid as said predicted value.

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
prediction process produces at least one estimated
probability as said predicted value.

4. A method according to any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
said prediction process produces at least one pair
of a predicted AC frequency of said electricity grid
and an associated probability indicative of an esti-
mated probability of said predicted AC frequency of
said electricity grid.

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein:

- said comparing comprises comparing said pre-
dicted AC frequency of said electricity grid to a
first threshold value that is selected on the basis
of the respective associated probability.

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein:

- said prediction process produces two or more
pairs of a predicted AC frequency of said elec-
tricity grid and an associated probability indica-
tive of an estimated probability of the respective
predicted AC frequency of said electricity grid,
and
- said comparing comprises comparing one or

more of said predicted AC frequencies of said
electricity grid to respective selected first thresh-
old values that are selected on the basis of the
respective associated probability.

7. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said prediction process produces a time val-
ue indicative of an estimated time difference be-
tween the moment of time of producing said predict-
ed value and a moment of time at which said pre-
dicted value is pertinent.

8. A method according to any of claims 2 to 7, wherein
said at least one preparatory action is selected on
the basis of at least one of: a predicted AC frequency
of said electricity grid indicated by said predicted val-
ue, an estimated probability indicated by said pre-
dicted value, the time difference between the mo-
ment of time of producing said predicted value and
a moment of time at which said predicted value is
pertinent.

9. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said prediction process produces a timeline
of predicted values, the predicted values in said time-
line being indicative of predicted AC frequencies of
said electricity grid at different moments of time
ahead of the moment of producing said timeline of
predicted values.

10. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
comprising:

- as a response to said actual detected AC fre-
quency not meeting or exceeding said second
threshold within a predetermined period of time
after commencing said at least one preparatory
action, performing at least one cancelling action
to cancel the effect of at least one of the com-
menced preparatory actions.

11. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said at least one preparatory action com-
prises at least one of: increasing pressure in a steam
drum; increasing temperature in a steam drum; rais-
ing a water level in a steam drum; increasing the
supply of fuel to a furnace.

12. A method according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said changing of the power that said power
station feeds into said electricity grid comprises re-
leasing temporarily stored thermal energy from a
steam/water circulation into output power by increas-
ing the power at which steam turns a turbine.

13. An arrangement for balancing supply and demand
in an electricity grid, the arrangement being config-
ured to:
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- provide a set of history data indicative of at
least a detected AC frequency of said electricity
grid over a period of time,
- process said set of history data in a prediction
process to produce, based on said set of history
data, at least one predicted value,
- compare said at least one predicted value to
at least one first threshold,
- as a response to said comparing indicating that
said at least one predicted value meets or ex-
ceeds said at least one first threshold, com-
mence at least one preparatory action to prepare
a power station to a change in power it feeds
into said electricity grid,
- monitor an actual detected AC frequency of
said electricity grid, and
- as a response to said actual detected AC fre-
quency meeting or exceeding a second thresh-
old, change the power that said power station
feeds into said electricity grid.

14. A computer program comprising one or more sets
of one or more machine-readable instructions that,
when executed by one or more processors, are con-
figure to implement a process comprising:

- providing a set of history data indicative of at
least a detected AC frequency of an electricity
grid over a period of time,
- processing said set of history data in a predic-
tion process to produce, based on said set of
history data, at least one predicted value,
- comparing said at least one predicted value to
at least one first threshold,
- as a response to said comparing indicating that
said at least one predicted value meets or ex-
ceeds said at least one first threshold, com-
mencing at least one preparatory action to pre-
pare a power station to a change in power it
feeds into said electricity grid,
- monitoring an actual detected AC frequency of
said electricity grid, and
- as a response to said actual detected AC fre-
quency meeting or exceeding a second thresh-
old, changing the power that said power station
feeds into said electricity grid.
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