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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR GENERATING BLOCKS OF NATURAL LANGUAGE

(57) The invention relates to a system and method
for generating a block of natural language, the system
comprising a digital data store capable of storing a data
graph according to a data schema, input means for en-
tering natural language data units to the data graph, and
a data processor for generating a block of natural lan-
guage based on the data graph. Further, the data schema
allows storage of recursively nested natural language da-

ta units and relation data units associated with the natural
language data units into the data graph, the relation data
units being configured to define relations between natural
language data units in the data graph. The data processor
is adapted to generate said block of natural language
utilizing a plurality of natural language data units and re-
lations between the natural language data units as de-
fined by the relation data units associated therewith.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to natural language
processing. In particular, the invention relates to a system
and method for generating blocks of natural language.
The invention can be used, in particular, for generating
expository and argumentative writings, such as technical
and/or legal writings.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Technical and legal writings are typically gen-
erated manually using computerized text editing tools,
so-called word processors, from the scratch or using text
templates. This is time-consuming, does not guarantee
the consistency of the writing and the resulting writing
and parts thereof are difficult to analyze and re-use by
computers. There are automated tools to alleviate some
of these drawbacks, for example proofreaders, spell-
checkers and find-and-replace tools, but their abilities
are very limited for editorial purposes. In addition, there
are purpose-specific tools that may be used to ensure
e.g. that all required parts of the writing are present, its
contents obey certain rules and are formatted as intend-
ed. These tools operate either after of simultaneously to
manual text editing. The fundamental problems still re-
main at least to some extent.

Summary of the Invention

[0003] It is an aim of the invention to solve at least
some of the abovementioned problems and to provide a
novel system and method for defining various concepts
and producing natural language describing the concepts.
In particular, it is an aim to provide a solution, which can
be used to produce structured blocks of natural language
and allow for easily changing the content of the block of
natural language without manual editorial work.
[0004] One aim is also to provide a solution, which fa-
cilitates computerized analysis of natural language.
[0005] According to one aspect, the invention provides
a system for generating a block of natural language, the
system comprising a digital data store capable of storing
a data graph according to a data schema, input means
for entering natural language data units to the data graph,
and a data processor for generating a block of natural
language based on the data graph. Further, the data
schema allows storage of recursively nested natural lan-
guage data units and relation data units associated with
the natural language data units into the data graph, the
relation data units being configured to define relations
between natural language data units in the data graph.
The input means can be in particular user interface
means, in particular graphical user interface means. The
relations can comprise particular semantic relations. The
relations can also comprise thematic relations. The rela-

tions can also comprise quantity relations. The relations
can also comprise quantity relations.
[0006] According to one aspect, the data processor is
further adapted to generate the block of natural language
utilizing a plurality of natural language data units selected
from the data graph according to predefined selection
criteria, such as user input or automatic selection algo-
rithm, and relations between the natural language data
units as defined by the relation data units associated
therewith. For example, the data processor may be
adapted to utilizing a first natural language data unit, one
or more second natural language data units nested under
the first natural language data unit, and relation data units
associated with the first and/or one or more second nat-
ural language data units.
[0007] According to one aspect, the data processor is
further adapted to select a first set of natural language
data units according to the predefined selection criteria
and to form a second set of natural language data units
based on the first set and relation data units associated
with the data units in the first set, the second set being
a superset of the first set, and using the second set for
generating the block of natural language.
[0008] According to an alternative or supplementary
aspect, the input means comprises user interface means
is configured to illustrate the natural language data units
as human-readable and editable natural language data
elements on a display, the nesting level of the natural
language data unit in the data graph being reflected as
vertical or horizontal position of the data natural language
element on the display. Further, the user interface means
may allow for creating new data elements corresponding
to new natural language data units in the data graph and
changing the nesting level of the data units in the data
graph by moving the data elements on the display using
a user input device functionally connected to the system.
[0009] According to one aspect, the invention provides
a system and method of producing a block of natural
language comprising storing natural language data units
in a digital data store, and processing contents of the
data store as to generate the block of natural language
using the natural language data units. The data units are
stored at least partially in a recursive data graph, whose
structure is defined by a data schema, and at least some
of the natural language data units are associated with
relation data unit values that describe semantic, themat-
ic, logic and/or quantitative relations between two natural
language data units.
[0010] In one aspect, the processing of the data graph
by the data processor comprises selecting a first and one
or more second natural language data units from the re-
cursive data graph, using the first data unit and the sec-
ond data unit and predefined selection rules, selecting
from the recursive data graph a data unit set which is a
subset of all natural language data units of the data graph,
and using the data unit set and the relation data values
for generating the block of natural language.
[0011] In particular, the invention is characterized by
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what is stated in the independent claims.
[0012] The invention offers significant benefits. First,
the invention provides a formalized and structured way
in which concrete and abstract concepts can be defined
using natural language but without actually producing the
natural language in full. Recursive nested storage of nat-
ural language data units in connection with relations de-
fined therewith has been found to be an efficient tool for
this purpose. The user of the system can be efficiently
and intuitively guided to define concepts for different pur-
poses. Guidance can be given by customization of the
user interface for the particular purpose. The well-defined
data structure underlying the user interface ensures that
the data entered stays organized and re-usable for text
generation and automated analysis.
[0013] The invention allows for entering complex con-
cepts into the data graph and only later, by selection of
the first and one or more second data units that form the
basis of the text generation, choose what sub-concept
of the complex concept is to be written as a block of nat-
ural language. Natural language output of the sub-con-
cept is typically longer than individual natural language
data units of the graph but shorter than natural language
output of the full concept would be.
[0014] The data graph according to the invention can
be used for computerized analysis of natural language,
but is still human-readable and, in particular, visually hu-
man-perceivable, if presented in visual form on a display
using user interface means. The concept defined in the
graph is also easily modifiable with user interface ele-
ments and actions, as will be exemplified later in more
detail. Editorial work can be minimized. Computerized
analysis is facilitated, because essential natural lan-
guage relations and technical relations can be defined in
a very exact way using the relation data units, as will be
described later in more detail.
[0015] The dependent claims are directed to selected
embodiments of the invention.
[0016] In some embodiments, the data schema allows
for storage of natural language data units that contain
one or more non-natural language references (e.g. inte-
ger references) to one or more other natural language
data units of the data graph. This allows for implementing
for example a system, in which the text content of each
natural language data unit, or at least most of them, need
to be stored only once, and a system in which the chang-
ing of the content of natural language data unit is instantly
reflected in natural language data units referring thereto.
This saves time when entering concepts to the data graph
and allows for defining complexly networked concepts in
a tree-format data graph, for example.
[0017] In some embodiments, the data processor is
adapted to select a first and one or more second natural
language data units according to predefined selection
criteria from the recursively nested data, and to travel the
recursively nested data graph according to predefined
rules starting from the one or more second natural lan-
guage data units to the first natural language data unit,

or vice versa, for creating a data unit set, which is used
in the natural language generation. In particular, the data
unit set and the relation data units associated with natural
language data units therein can be used to generate the
block of natural language. This model is efficient for gen-
erating semantically and technically coherent and exact
natural language for technical and/or legal documents,
such as patent applications.
[0018] In some embodiments, the predefined rules are
adapted to utilize at least one, two or all of the following
for creating the data unit set and/or generating the block
of natural language: the relative nesting position of the
natural language data units in the data graph, the con-
tents of the natural language data units, the contents of
relation data units associated with the natural language
data units.
[0019] In some embodiments, travelling of the data
graph comprises selecting into the data unit set one or
more additional natural language data units based on
content of the first and/or one or more second data units,
and optionally recursively further additional data units
based on the content of the additional data units. Thus,
additional data units different from the first and second
data units can be included to the set and used to generate
into the block of natural language.
[0020] In some embodiments, each of the relation data
units selectively link the natural language data unit is as-
sociated with to one of at least two relation classes de-
fining different relations between the natural language
data unit and its parent unit such that linking to different
relation classes is reflected as generation of different
block of natural language by the data processor.
[0021] In some embodiments, the data schema is con-
figured to store the nested natural language data units
and relation data units as data items each containing a
natural language data unit and a relation data unit asso-
ciated therewith. In another example, the nested natural
language data units and relation data units are stored as
data items containing the natural language data unit and
edge items connecting two or more data items, the rela-
tion data units being contained in the edge items. A com-
bination of these approaches is possible, too.
[0022] In some embodiments, the data schema allows
for storage of two types of relation data units, the first
type at least partly or entirely pre-defining a semantic,
thematic, logic or quantity relation, the pre-defined rela-
tion being selectable via the input means being user in-
terface means, and the second type allowing the user to
define the semantic, thematic, logic or quantity relation
via the user interface means. In some cases, the first
type is enough, but the option for the second type further
increases the flexibility of the system.
[0023] In some embodiments, the input means is user
interface means configured to allow user-selection of the
content of a relation data unit associated between two
successively nested natural language data units.
[0024] Alternatively or in addition, the data processor
can be configured to choose the content of a relation data
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unit, in particular a semantic relation data unit, associated
between two successively nested natural language data
units based on the contents of the natural language data
units. For example, a linguistic database can be used to
determine that a finger is a meronym (part of) a hand.
[0025] In some embodiments, the input means is user
interface means and the first natural language data unit
and the one or more second natural language data units
are selected by the data processor by the user interface
means comprising a user-selectable marking elements
associated with the natural language data units and the
data processor selecting the first natural language data
unit and the one or more second natural language data
units based on state of the marking element.
[0026] Alternatively or in addition, the first natural lan-
guage data unit and the one or more second natural lan-
guage data units can be selected automatically by the
data processor, for example based on the position of the
data units in the data graph and/or the user interface
means. This allows for quick generation of different texts
based on the same data graph.
[0027] Next, selected embodiments of the invention
and advantages thereof are discussed in more details
with reference to the attached drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0028]

Fig. 1 shows a block diagram of an exemplary nested
data graph with semantic relations.

Fig. 2 shows a block diagram of an exemplary nested
data graph with semantic relations and thematic re-
lations.

Fig. 3 shows a block diagram of an alternative ex-
emplary nested data graph with semantic relations
relations.

Fig. 4A shows a block diagram of an exemplary nest-
ed data graph with semantic relations, thematic re-
lations and logic relations.

Fig. 4B shows a block diagram of an exemplary nest-
ed data graph with semantic relations, thematic re-
lations, logic relations and quantity relations.

Fig. 5 illustrates contents of an exemplary display
element of the user interface for the modifying a data
graph.

Figs. 6A and 6B shows flow charts of natural lan-
guage generation algorithms according to some em-
bodiments of the invention.

Fig. 7A shows a screenshot of an exemplary user
interface for inputting a data graph.

Fig. 7B shows a screenshot of an exemplary claim
set generated using the data graph example of Fig.
7A.

Detailed Description of Embodiments

Definitions

[0029] "Natural language data unit" herein means a
unit of natural language, in particular a word or a multi-
word concept, stored in computer-readable form. A nat-
ural language data unit may be presented as a set of
character values (known usually as "strings" in computer
science) or combination of strings and non-natural lan-
guage references to other data units (e.g. as integers
(such as data unit ID’s) or memory addresses). In this
document, the term "data unit" alone, unless not other-
wise indicated, refers to "natural language data unit", in
contrast to "relation data units" that are configured to
store semantic, thematic, logic or quantity relation data
between two or more natural language data units. Rela-
tion data units need not (but can) contain natural lan-
guage.
[0030] "Block of natural language" refers to a linguis-
tically meaningful combination of natural language data
units, for example one or more complete or incomplete
sentences, such as a paragraph of a technical or legal
writing, a claim or part of description of a patent applica-
tion, part of a technical manual or other expository writing.
The block of natural language can be expressed, for ex-
ample as a single string and stored to a file in a file system
and/or displayed to the user via the user interface, usually
together with other blocks of natural language. "Block of
natural language" is herein sometimes referred to as
"text".
[0031] "Claim (of a patent application)" is herein de-
fined as a block of natural language which would be con-
sidered as a claim by the European Patent Office at the
effective date of this patent application.
[0032] Next, four exemplary main relation classes and
subclasses therein are introduced.
[0033] "Semantic relation" herein means any relation-
ship between two or more data units based on the mean-
ing of the data units. In particular, a semantic relation
may be a meronymy relation (X is part of Y), a holonymy
relation (Y has X as part of itself), a hyponymy (tropon-
ymy) relation (X is a subordinate of Y), a hypernymy re-
lation (X is a superordinate of Y) or a synonymy relation
(X is the same as Y). Semantic relations are typically
defined between successively nested data units. In one
example, the semantic relation of a child data unit to a
parent data unit thereof is associated with the child data
unit (typically either in a child item or an edge item be-
tween parent and child data items, as will be exemplified
later in more detail). In this case, the semantic relation
is typically either a meronymy relation or a hyponymy
relation (or, as an optional third choice, a synonymy re-
lation).
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[0034] "Thematic relation" herein means the role that
a data unit plays with respect to one or more other data
units, other than semantic relations. At least some the-
matic relations can be defined between successively
nested data units. In one example, the thematic relation
of a parent data unit is defined in the child data unit. An
example of thematic relations is the role class "function".
For example, the function of "handle" can be "to allow
manipulation of an object". Such thematic relation can
be stored as a child data unit of the "handle" data unit,
the "function" role being associated with the child data
unit. A thematic relation may also be a general-purpose
relation which has no predefined class (or has a general
class such as "relation"), but the user may define the
relation freely. For example, a general-purpose relation
between a handle and a cup can be "[handle] is attached
to [cup] with adhesive". Such thematic relation can be
stored as a child unit of either the "handle" data unit or
the "cup" data unit, or both, preferably with inter-refer-
ence to each other.
[0035] "Logic relation" herein refers to rules defining
the co-existence of two or more data units in the concept
the natural language block to be formed describes. Logic
relations are conveniently expressed by means of
boolean operators, such as "and", "or", "exclusive or".
Logic relations can typically be defined at least between
sibling data units, but may in general be defined also
between non-siblings.
[0036] "Quantity relation" herein refers to rules defining
the amount of one or more units in one or more other
units. For example, a quantity relation may be equivalent
to "exactly X", "at least X" or "X or more (less)", "more
(less) than X", "from X to Y", etc. Quantity relations are
typically defined between successively nested data units.
[0037] A relation data unit is considered to define a
relation in a particular relation class or subclass, if it is
linked to computer-executable code that produces a
block of natural language including that a relation in that
class or subclass when run by the data processor.
[0038] "Data schema" refers to the rules according to
which data, in particular natural language data units and
data associated therewith, are organized. Typically, the
system comprises also checking rules that are run when
data is added, removed and/or changed, the checking
rules ensuring that the data schema is not violated.
[0039] "Data graph" refers to a data instance that fol-
lows the data schema, i.e. a data ordered according to
the data schema. In typical embodiments, the present
system is capable of simultaneously containing several
different data graphs that follow the same data schema
and whose data originates from and/or relates to different
sources. The data graph can in practice stored in JSON-
format or the like format, object format, and/or in a rela-
tional or non-relational database format, or any other for-
mat allowing for storage of recursive data items.
[0040] "Nesting" of data units refers to the ability of the
data units to have one or more children and one or more
parents, as determined by the data schema. In one ex-

ample, the data units can have one or more children and
only a single parent. A root unit does not have a parent
and leaf units do not have children. Sibling units have
the same parent. "Successive nesting" refers to nesting
between a parent unit and direct child unit thereof.
[0041] "Data item" refers to a data container or object
containing at least one data unit and, optionally, its as-
sociated data, such as additional information on the data
unit used and/or its position in the data graph, as defined
by the data schema.
[0042] "Recursive" nesting or data schema refers to
nesting or data schema allowing for similar data items to
be nested.
[0043] The terms "digital data store", "user interface
means" and "data processor" refer primarily to software
means, i.e. computer-executable code, that are adapted
to carry out the specified functions, that is, storing of dig-
ital data, allowing user to interact with the data, and
processing the data, respectively. All of these compo-
nents of the system can be carried in a software run by
either a local computer or a web server, through a locally
installed web browser, for example, supported by suita-
ble hardware for running the software components. For
example, the user interface means may comprise com-
puter-executable code which, when run on a web brows-
er or other program connected to the system, can pro-
duce the user interface elements as required.

Description of selected embodiments

[0044] Although some embodiments of the invention
are in the following elucidated by means of relatively sim-
ple graphs with some specific structure and/or data con-
tent, the principles are generally applicable to any data
schemas allowing for storage of such graphs.
[0045] In some embodiments, the relation data units
comprise at least semantic relation data units defining
semantic relations between successively nested natural
language data units, the semantic relations preferably
being entirely or partly selectable from a predefined set
of semantic relations through the input means. The pre-
defined set may comprise or consist of a meronymy/hol-
onymy relation and a hyponymy/hypernymy relation (de-
pending on whether defined as seen from child unit to
parent unit or vice versa). This allows for defining both
concrete and abstract concepts efficiently and exactly
using the data graph.
[0046] In some embodiments data processor is adapt-
ed to generate the block of natural language using a set
of natural language data units semantically connecting
the first and one or more second natural language data
units using the semantic relation data units. This allows
for generating clear and concise text. The set chosen
may be a minimal set that is required to semantically
connect two or more natural language data units to each
other, as defined by the graph structure and the sematic
relations defined. This is useful e.g. in generating claims
of a patent application.
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[0047] Fig. 1 shows an example of a data graph ac-
cording to one embodiment. The graph comprises a root
data item 10 and three nested children data items 12,
14, 16 in linear succession and a branch comprising a
data item 14’ nested under data item 12. Each data item
comprises a natural language data unit A, B, C, D, C’,
respectively. Children data items 12, 14, 16, 14’ comprise
information on the semantic relation between a corre-
sponding data unit and its parent, i.e. semantic relations
A-B, B-C, C-D and B-C’, respectively. In this example,
only semantic relations between the data units are de-
fined.
[0048] For example, to describe a certain type of a mo-
tor vehicle, the content of the graph of Fig. 1 could be:
Data unit A = "vehicle", Data unit B = "engine space"
(semantic relation A-B = "meronym"), Data unit C = "elec-
tric motor" (semantic relation B-C = "meronym"), Data
unit C’ = "fuel motor" (semantic relation B-C’ = "mero-
nym"), Data unit D = "brushless motor" (semantic relation
C-D = "hyponym").
[0049] In some embodiments, the relation data units
comprise thematic relation data units defining thematic
relations between successively nested natural language
data units, and the data processor is adapted to generate
the block of natural language using a set of natural lan-
guage data units thematically connecting the first and
one or more second natural language data units using
the thematic relation data units. The thematic relations
may be entirely or partly selectable from a predefined set
of thematic relations through user interface means. The
predefined set may comprise for example a "function"
relation and a "definition" relation or equivalents thereof.
This allows for defining complex technical concepts in an
efficient and exact way and producing natural language
therefor.
[0050] Fig. 2 shows an example of a graph comprising
both semantic and thematic relations. Otherwise, the ex-
emplary graph is similar to that of Fig. 1, but the leaf data
items 26, 24’ are thematically related to their parent items
14, 12, respectively, through thematic relations D-B, B-
C’ associated with the data units D and C’.
[0051] Amending the abovementioned motor vehicle
example the new data items 26, 24’ could be for example:
Data unit D = "for moving the [vehicle]" (thematic relation
C-D = "function"), Data unit C’ = "fully encloses the [elec-
tric motor]" (thematic relation B-C’ = "relation").
[0052] It should be noted that the sematic and thematic
relations in the abovementioned examples need not be
defined not by any explicit names (descriptive string val-
ues), but can be defined using other appropriate data
field values, such as boolean or integer constants or var-
iables, that have the same meaning for natural language
generation purposes. The data fields may be associated
with constant natural language units or natural dynamic
language generation functions.
[0053] In practice, association of the relations with the
data units can be done in different ways. In Figs. 1 and
2, the association is carried out by including the relation

information as data fields in the data items, along with
the data fields comprising the natural language data, i.e,
into the nodes of the graph.
[0054] Fig. 3 shows a variation where the relations are
associated with the edges of the graph, i.e., links between
the data item nodes. That is, there is provided data items
30, 32, 34, 36, 34’ arranged hierarchically in a similar
fashion as in Figs. 1 and 2 and contain the natural lan-
guage data units A, B, C, D, C’, respectively. Instead of
including the relation information to the data items 30,
32, 34, 36, 34’, there are additional edge items 31, 33,
35, 33’, which contain the relation information. This offers
freedoms of design of the graph and also makes possible
to allow also more complex graph models than the tree
model shown in the Figs. 1 - 3.
[0055] The embodiments illustrated in Figs. 1-3 can
also be combined.
[0056] In some embodiments, the relation data units
comprise logic relation data units, and/or quantity relation
data units, allowing for storage of information on logic
relation or quantity relation, between two or more natural
language data units. The data processor is further adapt-
ed to generate the block of natural language using the
logic relation data units and/or quantity relation data
units. This allows for further increasing the level of com-
plexity of concepts that can be defined in the data graph
and further output in text form.
[0057] Fig. 4A shows a further embodiment, which has
the same node structure as in Fig. 3, but additionally com-
prises a thematic relation A-C’ defined in edge item 41’
between data item 30 and data item 34’ and a logic re-
lation C-C’ defined in edge item 45’ between data item
34 and data item 34’.
[0058] Fig. 4B shows a still further embodiment, addi-
tionally comprising a multi-relation edge item
43" between data item 32 and data item 34’. The multi-
relation edge item 43" includes a semantic relation B-C’
in edge sub-item 43S’ and a quantity relation B-C’ in edge
sub-item 43Q’.
[0059] In some embodiments, the natural language da-
ta unit, associated with at least some or all types of re-
lations, or data item enclosing the data unit, may com-
prise non-natural language references to one or more
other natural language data units or data items of the
data graph. This allows for creating internal links inside
the data graph, other than the parent/child links inherent
to the data schema for defining complex concepts. In
particular, such references are beneficial for defining the-
matic relations. Each natural language data unit or data
item enclosing the data unit, is preferably given an ID,
which can be used as the reference using a suitable data
structure capable of storing the reference. In one exam-
ple, the natural language data units are ordered lists, or
equivalent structures, in which each list item can be a
string or a reference.
[0060] The system may comprise rules adapted to de-
termine check the part of speech and or inflected form
of at least some of the data units or parts thereof. In some
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embodiments, the part of speech is stored in an associ-
ated part-of-speech data field. In some embodiments,
the inflected form is automatically corrected according to
predefined inflection rules associated with the type of re-
lation associated with the data unit, if necessary.
[0061] In some embodiments, the system comprises
rules for checking that the part of speech of at least some
data units is noun. In some embodiments, the system
comprises rules for checking that the part of speech of
at least some data units is verb. In some embodiments,
the system comprises rules for checking that the inflec-
tion form of at least some verb data units is an "-ing"-form
(in particular a gerund form). If necessary, an automatic
correction or user alert can be made.
[0062] Fig. 5 illustrates the representation and modifi-
cation of an exemplary data graph on a display element
50 of a user interface. The display element 50 comprises
a plurality of editable data cells A-F (non-apostrophed),
whose values are functionally connected to correspond-
ing data units (say, data units A-F, correspondingly) of
an underlying data graph and are shown in respective
user interface (UI) data elements 52, 54, 56, 54’, 56’, 56".
The UI data elements may be e.g. text fields whose value
is editable by keyboard after activating the element. The
UI data elements 52, 54, 65, 54’ 56’ 56" are positioned
on the display element 50 horizontally and vertically ac-
cording to their position in the data graph. Herein, hori-
zontal position corresponds to the depth of the data unit
in the graph.
[0063] The display element 50 can be e.g. a window,
frame or panel of a web browser running a web applica-
tion, or a graphical user interface window of a standalone
program executable in a computer.
[0064] The user interface comprises also a shifting en-
gine which allows for moving the data units horizontally
(vertically) on the display element in response to user
input, and to modify the data graph accordingly. To illus-
trate this, Fig. 5 shows the shifting of data cell F (element
56") left by one level (arrow 59A). Due to this, the original
element 56" nested under element 54’ ceases to exist,
and the element 54" nested under higher-level element
52 and comprising the data cell F (with its original data
unit value) is formed. If thereafter data element 54’ is
shifted right by two levels (arrow 59B), data elements 54’
and its child are shifted right and nested under data ele-
ment 56 as data element 56’" and data element 58. Each
shift is reflected by corresponding shift of nesting level
in the underlying data graph. Thus, children of data units
are preserved in the graph when they are shifted in the
user interface to a different nesting level.
[0065] In some embodiments, the UI data elements
comprise natural language helper elements, which are
shown in connection with the editable data cells for as-
sisting the user to enter natural language data. The con-
tent of the helper elements can be formed using the re-
lation data unit associated with the natural language data
unit concerned and, optionally, the data unit of its parent
element.

[0066] In some embodiments, the data processor
checks before allowing a shift, the shift against a prede-
fined set of shifting rules, that the shift is allowable.
[0067] In some embodiments, the data units are asso-
ciated with priority data fields that are used by the data
processor to determine the content of the block of natural
language generated. Typically, each data item and/or
edge item comprises a priority data field that defines the
priority of the data unit and/or relation contained therein.
[0068] In some embodiments, the first and second data
units used by the data processor to travel the graph, are
selected based on the priority data field values. For ex-
ample, high priority value (or other specific values as de-
fined in the system) may result in marking of a data unit
as the first or the second data unit. The first and second
data units may have the same or different priority.
[0069] In some embodiments, the data processor is
adapted to include in the data unit set a minimal set of
data units required to semantically, thematically, logically
and/or quantitatively connect the first and one or more
second data units using the data fields.
[0070] In some embodiments, the data processor is
adapted to include in the data unit set a maximal set of
data units that semantically, thematically, logically and/or
quantitatively connect the first and one or more second
data units.
[0071] The relation data units can be used in different
ways in the text generation. For example, a "meronym"
semantic relation between A and B can be simply con-
verted to "A comprises B" or "A includes B" or "A is part
of B" or "A is a member of B" or other corresponding
expression. There may be provided only one conversion
option or a conversion algorithm may choose one among
many options. As another example, a thematic relation
"definition" between A and B may be converted as "A is
defined as B" or "A means B" or other corresponding
expression. Thus, the conversion algorithm may take into
account the relation class (semantic, thematic, quantity,
logic) and subclass (e.g. meronym/hyponym, func-
tion/definition, at least one/a plurality, and/or, respective-
ly). In addition, the conversion algorithm may take into
account the content of the data units (e.g. for making
linguistic tuning, such as adding articles and or choosing
correct deflection form), as well as the relative position
of the data units with respect to other data units it the
graph (e.g. starting from a data unit that is closest to the
root of the graph).
[0072] Fig. 6A shows an exemplary method of gener-
ating the block of natural language based on a data
graph. In step 60, first and second natural language data
units that form the basis of generation are determined.
There may be provided an automatic data unit selection
algorithm that takes advantage of the contents of the data
graph and optionally external sources of data. Instead or
in addition to that, there may be provided user interface
elements, so called marking elements, in connection with
the data units through which the user can select the first
and/or second data units.
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[0073] In step 62B, it is determined if one or more ad-
ditional data units are referred to in the second data units.
In the affirmative, the additional data units are added to
a data unit set which is being created (comprised of data
item ID’s). This process can be recursive, i.e. it can be
checked if the additional data units refer to further addi-
tional data units and so on. In step 64B, it is determined
if a relation associated with the second data unit neces-
sitates the inclusion of some other data unit in the data
unit set. For example, a thematic relation may necessi-
tate the parent data unit of some data unit being included
in the set in order to be able to form meaningful natural
language, or a logic relation defined may necessitate the
presence of another data unit in the same or another
branch of the data graph being included.
[0074] The same collection process may be carried out
for the first data unit (optional steps 62A, 64A) and for
any additional second data units, if defined. In step 66,
the collection results are combined in order to form a final
set of natural language data units to be used for text
generation.
[0075] In step 68, the data processor arranges, com-
bines and optionally linguistically amends the natural lan-
guage data units based on their associated relation data
units and position in the data graph according to a pre-
defined text generation algorithm, converting the data
graph into natural language while preserving the relations
defined between the data units.
[0076] Fig. 6B shows a simple example of the text gen-
eration algorithm. In step 70, a first data unit (say, the
"data unit A" of root item 10 of Fig. 2) and a second data
unit (say, the "data unit C’" of the leaf item 24’) are se-
lected. Next, in step 72, the content of the second data
unit is checked for references to other data units (and,
say, reference to "data unit C" of data item 14 is found
and no recursive references are found). In step 74, the
associated relations of data units in the set collected this
far are checked and collected, if necessary (and, it is
found that the thematic relation B-C’ is of type that re-
quires parent data unit, i.e. "data unit B" to be defined,
as defined in the code base of the system). Finally, the
collected data units are ordered as a meaningful multi-
unit block of natural language.
[0077] In one example, the block of natural language
is formed as "[data unit A] [semantic relation A-B -derived
clause] [data unit B] [semantic relation B-C -derived
clause] [data unit C] [thematic relation B-C’ -derived
clause using data unit B and data unit C’], which yields,
using the exemplary data discussed above: "a vehicle
comprising an engine space further comprising an elec-
tric motor, wherein the engine space fully encloses the
electric motor", for example.
[0078] Advantages of the invention become apparent
by imagining a situation where one wishes to change
either the first or second data unit, or both, to other data
units or add further second data units. Then, the same
algorithm can be used to automatically generate a differ-
ent block of natural language using the new starting

points for the algorithm.
[0079] For example, changing the second data unit to
"data unit D" in data item 16 of Fig. 1, defining a hyponym
relation (keeping the rest of the graph intact) may yield
"a vehicle comprising an electric motor, wherein the elec-
tric motor is a brushless motor" as the result.
[0080] In some embodiments, the system the user in-
terface means of the system comprises digital image in-
put means, digital image display means, and means for
associating specific points of the image, as determined
by the user through the user interface means, to the nest-
ed natural language data units in the data graph.
[0081] The system and method, in particular examples
described above and illustrated in the drawings are spe-
cifically suitable for inputting, organizing, and storing data
and generating natural language blocks for patent appli-
cations (in particular one or more claims and parts of
description), and responses to office actions in patent
matters. The same principles, in particular the present
data schema, the can be, however, used for inputting,
organizing, and storing data for and generating other
technical specifications, such as data sheets, standards
or user manuals, and other legal texts, such as contracts.
[0082] Fig. 7A shows an exemplary user interface for
inputting a data graph. The graph is filled with simple
exemplary data, with the aim of defining parts of an elec-
tric vehicle. As can be seen, the graph comprises a root
data unit and a plurality of nested data units. As can be
seen from the helper texts above each editable data cell,
some of the nested data units are in "meronym" (reflected
herein with "...comprising..." or "...comprises...") seman-
tic relation subclass, that is, have a meronym relation
data unit associated thereto. One data unit is in "hypo-
nym" semantic relation subclass (reflected herein with
"...is..."), one data unit is in "function" thematic relation
subclass (reflected herein with "...is provided for...") and
one data unit is in "relation/freeform" thematic relation
subclass (reflected herein with helper "...relates to other
features such that...). Internal references in the data
graph are shown in brackets in this example. The brack-
eted portions can be replaced with IDs in the data store.
Specific user interface elements, herein the "plus" icons,
can be used to add recursive (or further root) natural lan-
guage data units into the graph.
[0083] Fig. 7B shows an exemplary claim set generat-
ed using the data graph of Fig. 7A. The root unit is marked
as a first data unit (with round star icon). The last data
unit is marked as a second data unit for independent
claim generation purposes (black star). Three other data
units are marked as second data units for dependent
claim generation purposes (half black stars). Using this
information and the principles discussed above, the data
processor selects necessary additional data units and
generates the output shown, using rules associated with
the different relation classes and/or subclasses. It should
be noted that although some data units ("engine space",
"electric motor" and "wheels") are not flagged via the
marking elements (the stars), they are still collected and
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semantically defined with respect to their parents in the
graph. Changing the values of the marking elements, is
reflected as regeneration of the text. In this example, con-
textual text (herein the claim dependencies) is added in
the text generation phase. Articles are not added, but
they can be added.
[0084] According to one aspect, there is provided a
system for defining a concept using natural language,
the system comprising a digital data store capable of stor-
ing a data graph according to a data schema, input means
for entering natural language data units to the data graph,
and a data processor for generating a block of natural
language based on the data graph. The data schema
allows storage of recursively nested natural language da-
ta units and semantic relation data units associated with
the natural language data units into the data graph, the
semantic relation data units being configured to define
semantic relations between natural language data units
in the data graph. In further embodiments of this aspect,
the data schema allows storage of thematic, quantity
and/or logic relation data associated with the natural lan-
guage data units as discussed above in relation to other
aspects and embodiments. In further embodiments of
this aspect, the input means comprises a user interface
means that are configured to graphically represent the
data graph, including the nesting levels thereof, and to
allow creating and changing the position of natural lan-
guage units and relation unit associated therewith within
the data graph or expanding the data graph.

Claims

1. A system for generating a block of natural language,
the system comprising

- a digital data store capable of storing a data
graph according to a data schema,
- input means for entering natural language data
units to the data graph, and
- a data processor for generating a block of nat-
ural language based on the data graph,

wherein

- the data schema allows storage of recursively
nested natural language data units and relation
data units associated with the natural language
data units into the data graph, the relation data
units being configured to define relations be-
tween natural language data units in the data
graph,
- the data processor is adapted to generate said
block of natural language utilizing a plurality of
natural language data units selected from the
data graph and relations between the natural
language data units as defined by the relation
data units associated therewith.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the data
processor is further adapted to

- select a first set of natural language data units
according to predefined selection criteria,
- form a second set of natural language data
units based on the contents of natural language
data units first set and relation data units asso-
ciated with the data units in the first set, the sec-
ond set being a superset of the first set, and
- use the second set for generating the block of
natural language.

3. The system according to claim 2, wherein the data
processor is adapted to

- select a first and one or more second natural
language data units according to predefined se-
lection criteria from the recursively nested data
graph, the first and one or more second natural
language data units forming the first set,
- travel the recursively nested data graph ac-
cording to predefined rules starting from said
one or more second natural language data units
to said first natural language data unit, or vice
versa, for forming the second set, and
- use the second set and the relation data units
associated with natural language data units
therein to generate said block of natural lan-
guage.

4. The system according to claim 3, wherein said trav-
elling of the data graph comprises selecting into said
second data unit set one or more additional natural
language data units based on content of the first
and/or one or more second data units, and optionally
recursively further additional data units based on the
content of the additional data units, the additional
data units being different from the first and second
data units, and wherein said first, second and addi-
tional data units are used to generate said block of
natural language.

5. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein each of the relation data units selectively
link the natural language data unit is associated with
to one of at least two relation classes defining differ-
ent relations between the natural language data unit
and its parent unit such that linking to different rela-
tion classes is reflected as generation of different
block of natural language by the data processor.

6. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the relation data units comprise at least se-
mantic relation data units defining semantic relations
between successively nested natural language data
units, the semantic relations being entirely or partly
selectable from a predefined set of semantic rela-
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tions.

7. The system according to claim 6, wherein the data
processor is adapted to

- select a first and one or more second natural
language data units according to predefined se-
lection criteria,
- generate said block of natural language using
a set of natural language data units semantically
connecting the first and one or more second nat-
ural language data units, using said semantic
relation data units.

8. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the relation data units comprise thematic
relation data units, logic relation data units, and/or
quantity relation data units defining thematic, logic
and/or quantity relations, respectively, between nat-
ural language data units of the data graph, the rela-
tions in each of these classes class being entirely or
partly selectable from a predefined set of relations
through said input means, and the data processor is
adapted to use said relation data units for generating
the block of natural language.

9. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the data schema is configured to store the
nested natural language data units and relation data
units as data items each containing a natural lan-
guage data unit and a relation data unit associated
therewith, or as data items containing the natural lan-
guage data unit and edge items connecting two or
more data items, the relation data units being con-
tained in the edge items, or a combination of these.

10. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the data schema allows for storage of two
types of relation data units, the first type at least partly
or entirely pre-defining a semantic, thematic, logic
or quantity relation, the pre-defined relation being
selectable via said input means being user interface
means, and the second type allowing the user to
define the semantic, thematic, logic or quantity rela-
tion via said user interface means.

11. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein

- the input means is user interface means con-
figured to allow user-selection of the content of
a relation data unit associated between two suc-
cessively nested natural language data units
and/or
- the data processor is configured to choose the
content of a relation data unit, in particular se-
mantic relation data unit, associated between
two successively nested natural language data

units based on the contents of the natural lan-
guage data units.

12. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein said input means is user interface means
and said plurality of natural language data units are
at least partly selected by the data processor

- by said user interface means comprising a us-
er-selectable marking elements associated with
said natural language data units and the data
processor selecting said plurality of natural lan-
guage data units based on state of the marking
element, or
- automatically by the data processor based on
the position of the data units in the data graph
and/or user interface means.

13. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the input means is user interface means is
configured to illustrate said natural language data
units as human-readable and editable natural lan-
guage data elements on a display, the nesting level
of the natural language data unit in the data graph
being reflected as vertical or horizontal position of
the data natural language element on the display.

14. The system according to claim 13, wherein the input
means is user interface means allowing for creating
new data elements corresponding to new natural lan-
guage data units in the data graph and changing the
nesting level of the data units in said data graph by
moving the data elements on the display using a user
input device.

15. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the data schema allows for storage of nat-
ural language data units that contain one or more
non-natural language references to one or more oth-
er natural language data units of the data graph, and
the data processor is adapted to generate said block
of natural language further utilizing said references.

16. The system according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the data processor is adapted to generate
a claim or part of description of a patent application
as said block of natural language.

17. A method of producing a block of natural language,
the method comprising

- storing natural language data units in a digital
data store,
- processing contents of the data store as to gen-
erate said block of natural language using the
natural language data units,

wherein
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- the data units are stored at least partially in a
recursive data graph,
- at least some of the natural language data units
are associated with relation data units that de-
fine a semantic, thematic, logic and/or quantita-
tive relation between two natural language data
units,
- said processing comprises

+ selecting a first and one or more second
natural language data units from the recur-
sive data graph,
+ using the first and one or more second
data units and predefined selection rules,
selecting from the recursive data graph a
data unit set which is a subset of all natural
language data units of the data graph, and
+ using the data unit set and values of said
relation data units, generating said block of
natural language.
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