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(57) The present invention addresses the problem of
providing a crosslinked film and a hydrocarbon-based
proton conducting solid electrolyte having a proton con-
ductivity equal to that of a perfluorosulfonate ion ex-
change polymer. Disclosed as a means for solving this
problem is a proton conducting polymer electrolyte which
is composed of a sulfonated polyphenyl compound hav-
ing a plurality of repeating units, and wherein two or more
(for example, four or six) sulfonic groups are introduced
into one repeating unit on average. The sulfonated
polyphenyl compound may be a polymer or copolymer
having a skeleton structure selected from among a pol-
yaryl sulfide, a polyaryl ether, a polyarylsulfone, a pol-
yarylketone and a polyaryl hexafluoroisopropylidene. A
proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane
is able to be produced by shaping this proton conducting
polymer electrolyte into a film form and crosslinking this
proton conducting polymer electrolyte via sulfonic
groups.



EP 3 340 350 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a polyphenylsulfone-based proton conducting polymer electrolyte, a proton
conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane, an electrode catalyst layer for solid polymer fuel cells (also referred to
as a PEMFC: proton exchange membrane fuel cell) having excellent proton conductivity, mechanical strength, a gas
barrier property, and durability even under a low humidification condition and a high temperature condition, and a method
for producing the same. The present invention also relates to a PEMFC fuel cell using such an electrolyte as an electrolyte
membrane or an ionomer in a catalyst layer.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A PEMFC using hydrogen gas and oxygen gas is a clean energy system, has high energy density and high
conversion efficiency, and thus has attracted attention as an electric power generation device of next generation. Over
the past few decades, perfluorosulfonic acid ion exchange polymers such as Nafion (a registered trademark of E.I du
Pont de Nemours and Company) (a perfluorocarbon material comprised of a hydrophobic perfluorocarbon backbone
and perfluoro side chains having sulfonic acid groups, i.e. a copolymer of tetrafluoroethylene and perfluoro[2-(fluorosul-
fonylethoxy)propyl vinyl ether]) has been used as an electrolyte membrane. Nafion has high conductivity even with low
humidity due to a proton conduction path caused by a cluster structure. However, Nafion has disadvantages such as
high cost due to multi-step synthesis, large gas crossover, low mechanical strength, difficulty of using at high temperatures
due to low glass transition temperature, problems of disposal after use, and difficulty of recycling of the material.
[0003] In order to overcome these problems, hydrocarbon-based electrolyte membranes that are inexpensive and
have good film properties to replace Nafion have been developed (see Non-Patent Literatures 1 to 3). Among these,
there is a report of obtaining high proton conductivity by a method of crosslinking with an electrolyte having an increased
degree of sulfonation in a repeating unit of polyether ketone (PEK) or polysulfone (PS) polymer (see Non-Patent Liter-
atures 2 and 4). In addition, the Applicant of this application has also studied fabrication of an electrolyte membrane
using an alcohol-based solvent. However, in order to realize a PEMFC having high performance utilizing a hydrocarbon-
based electrolyte membrane, higher proton conductivity is required.
[0004] In addition, since perfluorosulfonic acid has been used conventionally as an electrolyte substance for an ionomer
to be contained in an electrode catalyst, the electrolyte substance has the same disadvantage as the electrolyte membrane
provided between electrodes. Therefore, it is convenient if the ionomer used in the electrode catalyst can also be replaced
by a hydrocarbon-based electrolyte.

CITATION LIST

NON-PATENT LITERATURE

[0005]

NON-PATENT LITERATURE 1: M. A. Hickner, H. Ghassemi, Y.-S. Kim, B. R. Einsla, J. E. McGrath, Chem. Rev.,
2004, 104, 4587-4612.
NON-PATENT LITERATURE 2: J.-D. Kim, A. Donnadio, M.-S. Jun, M. L. Di Vona, Int. J. Hydro. Ene., 2013, 38(3),
1517-1523.
NON-PATENT LITERATURE 3: B. Bae, K. Miyatake, M. Watanabe, Macromolecules, 2009, 42(6), 1873-1880.
NON-PATENT LITERATURE 4: M. L. Di Vona, G. Alberti, E. Sgreccia, M. Casciola, P. Knauth, Int. J. Hydrogen
Energy, 2012, 37, 8672-80.
NON-PATENT LITERATURE 5: S. D. Mikhailenko, K. Wang, S. Kaliaguine, P. Xing, G. P. Robertson, M. D. Guiver,
J. of Membrane Science 2004, 233, 93-99.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0006] An object of the present invention is to solve the above-described disadvantages of the conventional techniques
and provide a hydrocarbon-based proton conducting solid electrolyte having high proton conductivity comparable to a
perfluorosulfonic acid ion exchange polymer and a membrane of the solid electrolyte.
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SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0007] According to an aspect of the present invention, a proton conducting polymer electrolyte comprised of a sul-
fonated polyphenyl compound having a plurality of repeating units, wherein two or more sulfonic groups (-SO3H: also
referred to as a sulfonic acid group or a sulfo group) are introduced on average into one repeating unit, is provided.
[0008] It is noted that the sulfonation herein encompasses not only the case of introducing a sulfonic group (-SO3H)
but also the case of introducing a group which is an alkali metal (e.g. Na) salt or an alkaline earth metal salt thereof.
[0009] In this connection, the sulfonated polyphenyl compound herein may be a polymer or copolymer comprising a
backbone structure selected from the group consisting of polyaryl sulfide, polyaryl ether, polyaryl sulfone, polyaryl ketone,
and polyaryl hexafluoroisopropylidene.
[0010] Further, the sulfonated polyphenyl compound may comprise, as a backbone structure, a polymer or copolymer
formed from at least one selected from the following monomers or at least one selected from the following polymers or
copolymers:

wherein a is an integer of 1 to 20;
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wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 1 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more, and the
sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary;

wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 0 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more provided
that the sum of x and y is 1 or more, and the sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary.
[0011] The sulfonated polyphenyl compound may be selected from the following group:
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[0012] According to another aspect of the present invention, a proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane
comprised of any one of the proton conducting polymer electrolytes described above in the form of a membrane
crosslinked via sulfonic groups is provided.
[0013] According to still another aspect of the present invention, a method for producing a proton conducting solid
polymer electrolyte membrane comprising forming any one of the proton conducting polymer electrolytes described
above in the form of a membrane and crosslinking the proton conducting polymer electrolyte via sulfonic groups is
provided.
[0014] Here, the crosslinking may be performed by a single treatment or a combination of a plurality of treatments
selected from the group consisting of heat treatment, crosslinking treatment by means of addition of a crosslinking agent,
and exposure treatment to radiation or electromagnetic wave.
[0015] In addition, the crosslinking agent may be a polyhydric alcohol.
[0016] According to still another aspect of the present invention, a solid polymer fuel cell comprising the above-
described proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane is provided.
[0017] According to still another aspect of the present invention, an electrode catalyst layer for solid polymer fuel cells,
the electrode catalyst layer comprising any one of the proton conducting polymer electrolytes described above crosslinked
via sulfonic groups, is provided.
[0018] According to still another aspect of the present invention, a method for producing an electrode catalyst layer
for solid polymer fuel cells comprising mixing at least an electrode catalyst and any one of the proton conducting polymer
electrolytes described above and then crosslinking the proton conducting polymer electrolyte via sulfonic groups.
[0019] Here, the crosslinking may be performed by a single treatment or a combination of a plurality of treatments
selected from the group consisting of heat treatment, crosslinking treatment by means of addition of a crosslinking agent,
and exposure treatment to radiation or electromagnetic wave.
[0020] According to still another aspect of the present invention, a solid polymer fuel cell comprising the above-
described electrode catalyst layer is provided.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0021] According to the present invention, there is provided a hydrocarbon-based solid electrolyte having proton
conductivity comparable to or higher than that of a perfluorosulfonic acid ion exchange polymer. In addition, since the
electrolyte of the present invention is hydrocarbon-based, high mechanical strength and durability, low environmental
load, and so forth can be realized as compared with a fluorine-based polymer. Thus, by using the hydrocarbon-based
solid electrolyte of the present invention as a solid electrolyte of a solid electrolyte membrane for a PEMFC and/or as
an ionomer of an electrode catalyst layer, a PEMFC of high performance, high durability, low cost, and low environmental
load can be realized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0022]

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing (a) 1H NMR and (b) 19F NMR of synthesized SFPS in comparison with FPS.
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FIG. 2 is a diagram showing 1H NMR of synthesized 4S-PPSU in comparison with 2S-PPSU.
FIG. 3 is a photograph showing the appearance of a synthesized 4S-PPSU membrane (before thermal crosslinking).
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing the change of 1H NMR with respect to reaction time in synthesis of D6S-PPSU.
FIG. 5 is a photograph showing the appearance of a synthesized D6S-PPSU membrane (before thermal crosslinking).
FIG. 6 is a photograph showing the appearance of a 2S-PPSU (C2S-PPSU) membrane after thermal crosslinking.
FIG. 7 is a graph showing results of measurement of the proton conductivity of electrolyte membranes of Examples
and Nafion 212 membrane according to the change in relative humidity.
FIG. 8 is a graph showing results of measurement of the proton conductivity of a 2S-PPSU (C2S-PPSU) membrane
of Examples after thermal crosslinking according to the change in temperature and relative humidity.
FIG. 9 is a graph showing results of measurement of the proton conductivity of a 4S-PPSU (C4S-PPSU) membrane
of Examples after thermal crosslinking according to the change in temperature and relative humidity.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0023] According to an aspect of the present invention, a hydrocarbon-based solid electrolyte having a high sulfonation
degree that is sufficiently sulfonated to be soluble in water is synthesized as an electrolyte polymer of a PEMFC. By
crosslinking the highly sulfonated electrolyte, a stabilized proton conducting solid electrolyte membrane can be obtained.
As a result, a hydrocarbon-based electrolyte membrane having proton conductivity equal to or higher than that of a
Nafion electrolyte membrane and exhibiting high proton conductivity even under high temperature/low humidity conditions
is provided. In addition, since the solid electrolyte membrane obtained in this way is a hydrocarbon-based polymer,
higher mechanical strength, higher chemical stability, higher output in a fuel cell, and more excellent physical durability
than a perfluorosulfonic acid ion exchange polymer can be expected to be attained.
[0024] Specifically, an aspect of the present invention is provided as an electrolyte comprised of a sulfonated polyphenyl
compound having two or more sulfonic groups introduced on average in one repeating unit.
[0025] The sulfonated polyphenyl compound is not particularly limited in terms of degree and position of sulfonation
and degree of polymerization except that the sulfonated polyphenyl compound has two or more sulfonic groups on
average in one repeating unit. In general, the average number of sulfonic groups in one repeating unit may be 2 to 16,
and in consideration of the balance between the proton conductivity and mechanical strength, the average number is
more preferably 2 to 8. Typically, the average number of sulfonic groups in one repeating unit may be 2, 4 or 6.
[0026] The average number of sulfonic groups in one repeating unit of the sulfonated polyphenyl compound can be
determined as follows. That is, for a sulfonated polyphenyl compound of interest, the average number of sulfonic groups
in one repeating unit can be calculated by performing titration using a NaOH solution having a predetermined concen-
tration, obtaining an ion exchange capacity by using a formula: ion exchange capacity (IEC) (meq/g) = [A] 3 [B]/sample
weight (g) on the basis of the amount of NaOH solution ([A] ml) for neutralization to pH 7 and the concentration of the
NaOH solution ([B] g/ml), and comparing this with a theoretical value.
[0027] The introduction of the sulfonic groups may be carried out at a monomer stage or on the polymer after polym-
erization/copolymerization.
[0028] The method for introducing the sulfonic groups is not particularly limited, and any known method may be used.
As far as sulfonated polyphenylsulfone (SPPSU) is concerned, for example, a method disclosed in Examples of JP-A-
2015-170583 (National Institute for Materials Science) can be used. Specifically, synthesis of 2S-PPSU which is a
sulfonated polyphenylsulfone having two sulfonic groups introduced in one repeating unit and 4S-PPSU which is a
sulfonated polyphenylsulfone having four sulfonic groups introduced in one repeating unit will be described in detail in
the examples below.
[0029] An electrolyte membrane exhibiting thermal and mechanical stability and high proton conductivity can be ob-
tained by casting the obtained electrolyte into a film (non-stretched film) and crosslinking (thermally crosslinking) the
film by, for example, a heat treatment method.
[0030] Here, as the polyphenyl compound, a polymer, copolymer, or the like comprising a backbone structure selected
from the group consisting of polyaryl sulfide, polyaryl ether, polyaryl sulfone, polyaryl ketone, and polyaryl hexafluoroi-
sopropylidene can be suitably used.
[0031] Chemical structural formulas of the repeating unit of the polymer which is a usable polyphenyl compound or a
constituent monomer thereof are exemplified below without limitation.
[0032] To be noted, although n (the number of repeating units) in the formula is not particularly limited, for example,
n is such a value that the weight average molecular weight MW of the polyphenyl compound (weight average molecular
weight in terms of polystyrene measured by gel permeation chromatography) can be in the range of 5,000 to 500,000,
preferably of 10,000 to 400,000, and more preferably of 50,000 to 350,000. In addition, in another embodiment, although
n (the number of repeating units) in the formula is not particularly limited, for example, n is such a value that the number
average molecular weight Mn of the polyphenyl compound (number average molecular weight in terms of polystyrene
measured by gel permeation chromatography) can be in the range of 4,000 to 400,000, preferably of 10,000 to 300,000,
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and more preferably of 50,000 to 250,000.

wherein a is an integer of 1 to 20.
[0033] Other chemical structural formulas of the repeating unit of the polymer which is a usable polyphenyl compound
are exemplified below without limitation.
[0034] To be noted, although n (the number of repeating units) in the formula is not particularly limited, for example,
n is such a value that the weight average molecular weight MW of the polyphenyl compound (weight average molecular
weight in terms of polystyrene measured by gel permeation chromatography) can be in the range of 5,000 to 500,000,
preferably of 10,000 to 400,000, and more preferably of 50,000 to 350,000. In addition, in another embodiment, although
n (the number of repeating units) in the formula is not particularly limited, for example, n is such a value that the number
average molecular weight Mn of the polyphenyl compound (number average molecular weight in terms of polystyrene
measured by gel permeation chromatography) can be in the range of 4,000 to 400,000, preferably of 10,000 to 300,000,
and more preferably of 50,000 to 250,000.

wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 1 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more, and the
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sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary;

wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 0 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more provided
that the sum of x and y is 1 or more, and the sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary.
[0035] It goes without saying that compounds having the above-described chemical structures as a backbone structure
and various substituents introduced therein can also be used.
[0036] It is noted that the crosslinking of the above-described proton conducting polymer electrolyte is not limited to
thermal crosslinking but may be carried out by radiation such as electron beams, by irradiation of electromagnetic waves
like a microwave oven, or by adding a crosslinking agent. Further, crosslinking can also be carried out by using a plurality
of techniques in combination, for example, by performing heat treatment following addition of a crosslinking agent.
[0037] In one non-limiting embodiment, the proton conducting polymer electrolyte is dissolved or dispersed, optionally
with a crosslinking agent, in water or an organic solvent (for example, dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO), dimethylacetamide
(DMAc), dimethylformamide (DMF), N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP), or the like) to form a solution or dispersion, a cast
film (non-stretched film) is obtained by using the solution or dispersion, and then a crosslinked membrane is obtained
by heating the cast film at an elevated temperature. Here, the heating temperature and time are not particularly limited,
but suitable conditions can be selected from the ranges of, for example, about 90°C to 210°C and about 1 hour to 3
days. It is also preferable to heat at a plurality of temperatures elevated stepwise. For example, heating may be performed
continuously in a first stage of 100 to 140°C, a second stage of 140°C to 180°C, and a third stage of 160°C to 200°C
for 6 to 36 hours for each step.
[0038] Crosslinking by radiation such as electron beams or by irradiation of electromagnetic waves like a microwave
oven may be carried out by any known method as long as sufficient crosslinking is possible.
[0039] The crosslinking agent which can be used is not particularly limited as long as the crosslinking agent has
reactivity with a sulfonic group. The crosslinking agent may typically be a polyhydric alcohol. In the case of using a
crosslinking agent, the mass ratio of the crosslinking agent to the proton conducting polymer electrolyte is not particularly
limited; however, for example, it may be usually 0.1% by mass or more and 50% by mass or less, and more preferably
0.5% by mass or more and 30% by mass or less.
[0040] For example, crosslinking of the proton conducting polymer electrolyte can be formed by using a polyhydric
alcohol as a crosslinking agent and utilizing the following reaction described in Non-Patent Literature 5. To be noted, in
Non-Patent Literature 5, it has been reported that crosslinking of SPEEK (sulfonated polyether ether ketone) was carried
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out under various conditions using a polyhydric alcohol as a crosslinking agent. The results are summarized in Table 1
of this document (see those results if necessary).

n=0 ethyleneglycol
n=1 glycerine
n=2 erythritol
[0041] The solid polymer electrolyte membrane formed by the above-described crosslinking can be used as an elec-
trolyte membrane for a PEMFC.
[0042] In addition, the above-described solid polymer electrolyte can also be used as an ionomer to be contained in
an electrode catalyst layer for a PEMFC. Such an electrode catalyst layer can be produced by, for example, thoroughly
mixing a material required for the electrode catalyst layer such as an electrode catalyst with the above-mentioned solid
polymer electrolyte before crosslinking into a required shape and then crosslinking the electrolyte. As a method for
causing the crosslinking reaction, various methods described above regarding the production of a solid polymer electrolyte
membrane, such as maintaining a temperature of 180°C for a predetermined time in crosslinking by heating, can be
used similarly.
[0043] The configuration of the electrode catalyst layer is not particularly limited as long as the above-described solid
polymer electrolyte is used as an ion conductivity imparting agent (ionomer). A composition for forming an electrode
catalyst layer is generally composed of a mixture of metal particles which are electrode catalysts, a conducting agent
such as carbon black, and an ion conductivity imparting agent. Platinum or a platinum alloy can be generally used as
the electrode catalyst, and other examples of the electrode catalyst include gold, silver, palladium, iridium, rhodium,
ruthenium, tin, iron, cobalt, nickel, molybdenum, tungsten, vanadium, and alloys thereof. The content (basis weight) of
the electrode catalyst in the electrode catalyst layer is not particularly limited, but may be usually about 0.01 to 10 mg/cm2.
The composition for forming the electrode catalyst layer is not particularly limited, but may contain usually 5 to 99% by
mass, more generally 10 to 99% by mass, or typically 40 to 99% by mass of a solid polymer electrolyte as an ion
conductivity imparting agent (ionomer).
[0044] The solid polymer fuel cell (proton exchange membrane fuel cell) of the present invention include an anode
(air electrode), a cathode (fuel electrode), and a proton exchange membrane (solid polymer membrane) disposed be-
tween and in contact with two electrodes constituting the anode and the cathode; the proton exchange membrane
includes the above-described proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane, and/or the cathode includes the
above-described electrode catalyst layer. That is, this proton exchange membrane fuel cell is not particularly limited as
long as the proton exchange membrane includes the above-described proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte mem-
brane and/or the cathode includes the above-described electrode catalyst layer, and any known configuration can be
employed.
[0045] It is noted that all numerical values and numerical ranges described in the specification and claims of the present
application may include error ranges tolerated in the art, and it is intended that all of these may be modified with "about".

EXAMPLES

[0046] Hereinafter, the present invention will be described in more detail by giving examples, but obviously, the present
invention is not limited to these examples.
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[Synthesis of 2S-PPSU, 4S-PPSU and D6S-PPSU]

[0047] Compounds 2S-PPSU (2-sulfonated polyphenylsulfone) and 4S-PPSU (4-sulfonated polyphenylsulfone) in
which 2 and 4 sulfonic groups were introduced into the repeating unit were synthesized by the reactions expressed by
the following formulae.

[0048] Among the above-described series of reactions, the synthesis of SFPS (sulfonated diphenylsulfone) from FPS
(bis(4-fluorophenyl) sulfone) which is a starting material:

was carried out as follows.
[0049] FPS (bis(4-fluorophenyl)sulfone) (5 g) and 30 wt% fuming sulfuric acid (10 mL) were charged into a 100 mL
round bottom flask, and this mixture was heated at 120°C for 12 hours. The mixture was then poured into ice brine to
precipitate the product. The precipitate was filtered off, redissolved in water, and neutralized with an aqueous NaOH
solution. Further, NaCl was added thereto so as to obtain a precipitate of a crude product. The crude product was
recrystallized three times with a mixture liquid of water and ethanol to obtain SFPS of high purity. The yield was 3 g. 1H
NMR and 19F NMR of the synthesized SFPS are shown in FIG. 1 in comparison with FPS.
[0050] Among the above-described series of reactions, the synthesis reaction of 2S-PPSU from SFPS:
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was carried out as follows.
[0051] The SFPS (1.521 mmol) of high purity obtained above, BP (4,4’-biphenol) (1.521 mmol), K2CO3 (3.8025 mmol),
DMSO, and toluene were charged into a 100 mL round bottom flask. Using a Dean-Stark trap, this mixture was heated
and thus polymerized at 140°C for 24 hours under a N2 atmosphere. Thereafter, the mixture was poured into a 1M
H2SO4 solution to precipitate resinous matter. This was filtrated, and then the resinous matter was redissolved in water,
dialyzed, dehydrated, and dried to obtain a thin film. This thin film was washed twice with a 1M H2SO4 solution. This
was then redissolved in water, dialyzed, dehydrated, and dried overnight at 80°C in a vacuum oven. 1H NMR for the
synthesized 2S-PPSU is shown in FIG. 2. It was found that the weight average molecular weight Mw of the obtained 2S-
PPSU measured by gel permeation chromatography in terms of polystyrene was 200,000, and the number average
molecular weight Mn thereof measured by the same method in terms of polystyrene was 138,000.
[0052] Also, among the above-described series of reactions, the last synthesis reaction from 2S-PPSU to 4S-PPSU:
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was carried out as follows.
[0053] 2S-PPSU (0.25 g) and concentrated sulfuric acid (25 mL) were charged into a 100 mL round bottom flask and
the mixture was heated at 60°C for 2 days. Subsequently, this mixture was poured into ice water, dialyzed, dehydrated,
and dried in a vacuum oven at 80°C for 2 days to obtain 4S-PPSU. 1H NMR for the synthesized 4S-PPSU is shown in
FIG. 2 in comparison with 2S-PPSU. By determining the 1H NMR spectrum shown in FIG. 2, it is believed that the above-
described reaction was completed in 48 hours. After purifying the obtained 4S-PPSU, this polymer was dissolved in
DMSO, spread on a flat glass plate, and dried overnight at 80°C. As a result of this, a transparent film (light yellow)
shown in FIG. 3 was obtained. It was found that the weight average molecular weight Mw of the obtained 4S-PPSU
measured by gel permeation chromatography in terms of polystyrene was 279,000, and the number average molecular
weight Mn thereof measured by the same method in terms of polystyrene was 145,000.
[0054] Further, the synthesis reaction of a compound D6S-PPSU in which six sulfonic groups were introduced in one
repeating unit:
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was carried out as follows.
[0055] PPSU (3 g) and 30 wt% fuming sulfuric acid (33 mL) were charged into a 100 mL round bottom flask, and this
mixture was heated at 48°C for 3 days, at 52°C for 1 day, and further at 55°C for 1 day. By determining the 1H NMR
spectrum shown in FIG. 4, it is believed that the above-described sulfonation reaction was completed in 3 days, but in
order to be sure, this heat treatment was further continued. Four large peaks were observed in this spectrum. The area
ratio between these was 0.94: 2.34: 1.08: 1.00, which was close to the area ratio 1: 2: 1: 1 theoretically estimated from
D6S-PPSU to be generated.
[0056] Next, this mixture was poured into ice water to precipitate resinous matter. This was filtrated, and then the
resinous matter was redissolved in water, dialyzed, dehydrated, and dried overnight at 80°C in a vacuum oven. The
polymer obtained after this purification treatment was dissolved in water, spread on a flat glass plate, and dried overnight
at 45°C. Thus, the transparent film shown in FIG. 5 was obtained.

[Thermal Crosslinking of Membrane Using 2S-PPSU and 4S-PPSU and Proton Conductivity Measurement]

[0057] At the final stage of the synthesis of these compounds, membranes of the compounds were made by drying
them in the form of films as described above. These membranes were treated at 120°C for 24 hours, at 160°C for 24
hours, and further at 180°C for 6 hours to obtain thermally crosslinked membranes. The membranes before this heat
treatment were soluble in water, but the thermally crosslinked membranes was not dissolved in water even at 180°C.
The appearance of the thermally crosslinked 2S-PPSU membrane is shown in FIG. 6. Advantageously, the treatment
time at 180°C may be 6 hours or longer, for example, 24 hours. The reaction process starting from SFPS to obtain C2S-
PPSU (i.e. thermally crosslinked 2S-PPSU) via 2S-PPSU can be expressed as follows.



EP 3 340 350 A1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0058] For the thermally crosslinked membranes C2S-PPSU and C4S-PPSU prepared from 2S-PPSU and 4S-PPSU
in this way, the proton conductivities at 80°C were determined while changing the relative humidity. The determination
results are shown in FIG. 7. Further, the proton conductivity of the Nafion 212 membrane was also determined under
the same conditions for comparison, and the results thereof are also shown in the figure. The membrane of C4S-PPSU,
which is thermally crosslinked 4S-PPSU, showed higher proton conductivities than the other membranes, and specifically
a high conductivity of about 0.2 S/cm was obtained at 90% relative humidity. In addition, the proton conductivity at a
relative humidity of 40% or higher was larger than the proton conductivity of Nafion 212.
[0059] In addition, the proton conductivity herein was determined at cell temperatures of 40, 60, 80, 100, and 120°C
and at relative humidities (RH) of 20% to 90% using a membrane resistance measuring system MTS 740 (manufactured
by TOYO Corporation). In the impedance determination, a frequency range of 1 Hz to 1 MHz and a peak-peak voltage
of 10 mV were used.
[0060] Further, regarding C2S-PPSU, the proton conductivities thereof were determined at temperatures of 40°C,
60°C, 80°C, 100°C, and 120°C, respectively, while changing the relative humidity and by the method described above,
and the results are shown in FIG. 8. As shown in these results, a high proton conductivity of 0.08 S/cm was obtained at
a temperature of 120°C and a relative humidity of 90%. The proton conductivity of C2S-PPSU was almost equivalent to
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that of Nafion 212. The results of performing the same determination on C4S-PPSU are shown in FIG. 9, which shows
that the comparable or better results were obtained as compared with C2S-PPSU as described above.

Claims

1. A proton conducting polymer electrolyte comprised of a sulfonated polyphenyl compound having a plurality of re-
peating units, wherein two or more sulfonic groups are introduced on average into one repeating unit.

2. The proton conducting polymer electrolyte according to claim 1, wherein the sulfonated polyphenyl compound is a
polymer or copolymer comprising a backbone structure selected from the group consisting of polyaryl sulfide, polyaryl
ether, polyaryl sulfone, polyaryl ketone, and polyaryl hexafluoroisopropylidene.

3. The proton conducting polymer electrolyte according to claim 1, wherein the sulfonated polyphenyl compound
comprises, as a backbone structure, a polymer or copolymer formed from at least one selected from the following
monomers or at least one selected from the following polymers or copolymers:

wherein a is an integer of 1 to 20;
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wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 1 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more, and a
sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary;

wherein, independently for each repeating unit, x is an integer of 0 or more and y is an integer of 0 or more provided
that the sum of x and y is 1 or more, and a sequential arrangement of the structures involving x or y is arbitrary.

4. The proton conducting polymer electrolyte according to claim 1, wherein the sulfonated polyphenyl compound is
selected from the following group:
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5. A proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane comprised of the proton conducting polymer electrolyte
according to any one of claims 1 to 4 in the form of a membrane crosslinked via sulfonic groups.

6. A method for producing a proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane, the method comprising: forming
the proton conducting polymer electrolyte according to any one of claims 1 to 4 in the form of a membrane; and
crosslinking the proton conducting polymer electrolyte via sulfonic groups.

7. The method for producing a proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane according to claim 6, wherein
the crosslinking is performed by a single treatment or a combination of a plurality of treatments selected from the
group consisting of heat treatment, crosslinking treatment by means of addition of a crosslinking agent, and exposure
treatment to radiation or electromagnetic wave.

8. The method for producing a proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane according to claim 7, wherein
the crosslinking agent is a polyhydric alcohol.

9. A solid polymer fuel cell comprising the proton conducting solid polymer electrolyte membrane according to claim 5.

10. An electrode catalyst layer for solid polymer fuel cells, the electrode catalyst layer comprising the proton conducting
polymer electrolyte according to any one of claims 1 to 4 crosslinked via sulfonic groups.

11. A method for producing an electrode catalyst layer for solid polymer fuel cells, the method comprising: mixing at
least an electrode catalyst and the proton conducting electrolyte according to any one of claims 1 to 4; and then
crosslinking the proton conducting electrolyte via sulfonic groups.

12. The method for producing an electrode catalyst layer according to claim 11, wherein the crosslinking is performed
by a single treatment or a combination of a plurality of treatments selected from the group consisting of heat treatment,
crosslinking treatment by means of addition of a crosslinking agent, and exposure treatment to radiation or electro-
magnetic wave.

13. A solid polymer fuel cell comprising the electrode catalyst layer according to claim 10.
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