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(54) SECURE PROVISIONING OF KEYS

(57) Methods and devices in accordance with the dis-
closure relate to the secure provision of one or more keys
or key pairs to protect secret data for, or associated, with
a computing device. The device is typically a computing
device with at least one processor or processing module
configured for executing one or more applications using
the secret data. The present disclosure ensures secure
key provisioning by ensuring that each key in a key pair,
or at least one key among a plurality of keys is associated

with a device or hardware module that is distinct to the
device(s) or hardware module associated with the other
or remaining keys. For asymmetric key provisioning, this
relates to utilizing digital signatures verified by separate
devices. For symmetric key provisioning, this relates to
utilizing a secret key derivation function that will operates
with secret seeds that are input from two separate sourc-
es.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to methods and
devices for the secure provision of a key or keys to protect
secret data for, or associated, with a device configured
for executing one or more applications using the secret
data.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Devices responsible for implementing one or
more process using protected or secret data may be as-
sociated with a unique code identity or other associated
data, commonly in the form of a unique secret which is
usually the root secret of the device, known as the Roo-
tOfTrust (RoT). RoT is a set of functions in a trusted com-
puting environment, where aspects related to the com-
puter, i.e. the device, or it’s security is dealt with through
hardware and associated software processes or en-
hancements. Thus, this may be embedded instructions
that are always trusted by the operating system (OS) of
the module. The RoT may be a separate compute engine
controlling the security of device specific credentials,
which can be accessed from the device unique secret
data or identifier through the RoT. Hence the device
unique or secret data must be secured in order that spe-
cific credentials are not compromised by an attacker.
[0003] An example of such devices may be a System
on chip (SoC) device, which may be initially produced
without a unique identity. This is later provided by a sys-
tem during the production life-cycle of the SoC/device.
Various key management protocols may be used to se-
cure the unique identity of a SoC/device, such as sym-
metric and asymmetric key pairs or a combination of both,
which are implemented for the SoC or device. This com-
monly includes processes using Public Key Infrastruc-
ture (PKI) as a key and key certificate management sys-
tem for key protection, recovery and backup. However,
the security of device identity and/or keys associated with
the SoC/device can be compromised if the device itself
responsible for the keys is hacked or attacked, thereby
allowing access to the unique identity or key during and/or
after existing key provisioning and management process,
either by an impersonator or by other types of attacks.
[0004] For this reason, there is a need for an improved
and robust method of key provisioning that provides pro-
tective measures against device cloning and imperson-
ating, when the security of the device is compromised.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] Various embodiments are now described by
way of example for the purpose of explanation and illus-
tration, with reference to the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG.1 is a schematic depicting a first embodiment of
the disclosure for the provision of asymmetric keys
for a device;
FIG.2 is a schematic depicting a second embodiment
of the disclosure for the provision of asymmetric keys
for a device;
Fig.3 is a schematic depicting a third embodiment to
show a key management system for the provision of
keys for a device; and
Fig.4 is an example implementation of a device ac-
cording to the described embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] In overview, the methods and devices in accord-
ance with the disclosure relate to the secure provision of
one or more keys or key pairs to protect secret data for,
or associated, with a computing device. The device is
typically a computing device with at least one processor
or processing module configured for executing one or
more applications using the secret data. In a main aspect,
the present disclosure ensures secure key provisioning
by ensuring that each key in a key pair, or at least one
key among a plurality of keys is associated with a device
or hardware module that is distinct to the device(s) or
hardware module associated with the other or remaining
keys.
[0007] The computing device for which keys are gen-
erated may be a System on Chip, comprising an embed-
ded trusted hardware module such as the Root of Trust
(RoT). For example, the device’s secret data may be a
unique identifier or code that is embedded in the trusted
module, and such secret data may be needed by the
device or an external system or module to either load the
respective device specific credentials that enables ac-
cess to one or more applications (e.g. a right for the
payTv). Therefore, the device secret data should be se-
cured using one or more keys so that device specific
credentials are not cloned or tampered with by an attack-
er.
[0008] A first embodiment of the present disclosure re-
lates to a secure method of asymmetric key provisioning
in a device that can execute applications using secret
data. In existing methods and systems, this is usually
implemented using well-known asymmetric key algo-
rithms (e.g. RSA, DSA, etc.), whereby the public key in-
frastructure (PKI) generates the public and private keys
that are then managed by the key management system
(KMS). Yet, as mentioned above, existing procedures do
not stop attackers from gaining access to the keys by
cloning or impersonating the device, as this asymmetric
key generation process is executed entirely within the
PKI using the cloned device.
[0009] To overcome this problem, the first embodiment
uses adapted asymmetric key pair generation algorithms
and a key exchange infrastructure which requires au-
thentication of the device identity from at least one other,
for example external device. In a preferred manner, this
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takes place by implementing or employing a certificate
authority (CA) in or associated with the device itself (re-
ferred to herein as the first device for clarity) and an ex-
ternal device that acts as an independent CA to verify
the identity of, or verify a public key associated with the
device in question.
[0010] It is well known in relation to PKI that that a
certificate, or a public key certificate also known as a
digital certificate or identity certificate, is an electronic
document used to prove the ownership of a public key.
The certificate includes information about the key, infor-
mation about the identity of its owner (commonly called
the subject), and the digital signature of an entity that has
verified the certificate’s contents (called the issuer or a
certificate authority). Thus, a digital certificate certifies
the ownership of a public key.
This guarantees at least two stages of certificate or de-
vice identity verification of the public key using at least
two different entities. As a result, even if the first device
is compromised, the verification of the keys cannot be
successfully completed, and therefore the asymmetric
key or key pair cannot be used for any further processing,
without first having its identity confirmed by both devices
(first and external in this example in question).
[0011] A second embodiment of the present disclosure
relates to a method of symmetric key provisioning in a
device. In existing methods and systems, this is usually
implemented through symmetric key algorithms (e.g.
DES, AES etc.), or a key derivation function (KDF) which
derives its key(s) from a secret seed(s), i.e. these being
the starting point of a random number generator module,
for instance. However, a similar problem described
above in relation to the previous embodiment arises
when using known key generating algorithms for sym-
metric keys. With KDFs, a secret seed may be generated
within the device itself, and later processed by the KDF
to generate the key. When the KDF relies on only internal
and secret value, i.e. no external salt that could bring
entropy and diversifier, this has similar challenges in that
the security of the device cannot be guaranteed from
attacks by cloning or impersonation of the device, thereby
which could result in unauthorized access to generate
and indeed use generated keys.
[0012] To overcome this problem, the second embod-
iment of this disclosure implements a method that obtains
at least one secret seed from an external secure source,
in addition to the device for a KDF, which is then used to
generate symmetric keys. In a preferred aspect, one se-
cret seed is generated in the device itself, and the second
is provided from an external source, which can also con-
tain further information (e.g. unique identifier, other keys,
etc.). Here a first device may be connected to the secure
source configured for generating the second secret seed
required for symmetric key generation. Various security
measures and key exchange protocols may then be im-
plemented to confirm the first device’s identity and allow
the secure transfer of the secret seed from the secure
source to the first device, preferably via another device

such as a hardware security module (HSM) for transport-
ing the keys. As a result, even if the first device is com-
promised, it will not gain access to all inputs that the KDF
requires for symmetric key generation unless the first de-
vice’s identity is confirmed and can decrypt information
received from the secure source.
[0013] Further embodiments of the present disclosure
extend to and include the provisioning of keys by using
a combination of both asymmetric and symmetric key
generation methods as described above.
[0014] A third embodiment of the present disclosure
relates to a method of secure key management for the
device. This relates to managing the transfer, storage,
access and generation of secure keys at a KMS for se-
cure storage. This is to provide a secure manner of en-
rolling or generating the asymmetric and/or symmetric
keys, where at least one key or one key in a key pair has
been verified and/or generated in association with at least
one device or source other than the first device.
[0015] Some specific embodiments are now described
by way of illustration with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which like reference numerals refer to like
features.
[0016] Fig. 1 is a schematic representing the first em-
bodiment referring to secure asymmetric key provision-
ing for protecting device secrets. In this embodiment, a
first device 102 that is capable of executing applications
requiring use of a unique identity or secret identity is con-
nected via a wireless or wired communication network
to at least one other external device 108. The first device
102 may be configured to process a predefined asym-
metric key generation algorithm, such as RSA, DSA, etc.
to generate an asymmetric key pair. This may also be
generated by an external module and then sent to the
device. The device 102 and external device(s)108 will
then each sign and verify digital certificates for the gen-
erated asymmetric public key. The two factors verification
of digital signatures or certificates ensures that the iden-
tity of the device issuing the public key is verified by two
separate hardware sources, i.e. the device 102 and the
external module 108. This ensures that asymmetric keys
cannot be verified for further access or encryption if any
of the two devices is compromised.
[0017] As seen in Fig 1, an example implementation
of the embodiment comprises a device 102 (also referred
to as the first device herein) which preferably includes a
RoT module 104 and a One Time Programmable (OTP)
Storage module 106 in the RoT 104. The device 102 is
communicatively coupled to a second device, which is
preferably a HSM 108 in a manufacturing facility or en-
vironment.
[0018] The RoT 104 may be configured to implement
a PKI to generate asymmetric and symmetric keys
through known key algorithms or by using a KDF. The
RoT 104 and HSM 108 are implemented as CAs, with
functionality to verify the origin of data or a key. They are
each configured to have their respective PKI sign keys,
indicated herein as rot_pkiSignKey, rot_hsmSignKey,
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that allow them to generate digital signatures or certifi-
cates. RoT 104 also contains a public key of HSM 108,
indicated herein as hsm_pkiRootPubKey, and HSM [108]
contains a public key of the RoT 104, indicated herein
asrot_pkiRootPubKey, which can be used to access
each other’s respective data, for authorising certificates
signed by the corresponding sign keys.
[0019] In step S1002 the RoT 102 first generates the
asymmetric keys through an asymmetric key algorithm
(e.g. RSA, DSA, etc.) and stores both public and private
asymmetric keys associated with the device, indicated
herein as rotPubUKey, rotPrivUKey, respectively, in the
OTP storage 106. As mentioned before, these keys may
also be generated from an additional module associated
with the device which can generate keys based on ran-
dom number generation.
[0020] In step S1004, further measures may be imple-
mented to ensure public key security, where the OTP
storage 106 may provide the rotPubUKey to the RoT 104
to be signed with sign key rot_pkiSignKey. This gener-
ates a first certificate, indicated herein as rotPubUKey-
RoTCertificate, associated with rotPubUKey, which is
then sent from the RoT 104 to the HSM 108.
[0021] In step S1006, the HSM 108 verifies the first
certificate with the rot_pkiRootPubKey of the RoT 104,
and thereby confirms the identity of device102.
[0022] In step S1008, once verification is successful,
the HSM 108 then signs rotPubUKey, which is extracted
from the verified certificate, i.e. rotPubUKeyRoTCertifi-
cate with its sign key rot_hsmSignKey, thereby creating
a second certificate, herein indicated as rotPubUKe-
yHsmCertificate.
[0023] In step S1010, the rotPubUKeyHsmCertificate
is sent to the RoT 104 to be verified with
hsm_pkiRootPubKey of HSM 108.
[0024] In step S1012, once the verification in S1010 is
successful, the first and second certificates, i.e. rotPub-
UKeyHsmCertificate, rotPubUKeyRoTCertificate as ob-
tained from the steps above, are made available for stor-
age and/or further usage in the device 102 or enrolled in
a KMS or another storage module for further use.
[0025] Thus, the method of asymmetric key generation
requires the digital signature associated with the device
public asymmetric key to be verified using two separate
devices. This implementation also requires the use of
sign keys from two separate devices for this. The second
device is not limited to a HSM, and any device can be
used provided that it can perform the task of signing and
verifying digital certificates.
[0026] An alternative and related implementation of the
first embodiment may involve the use of two or more de-
vices where signing and verification of the asymmetric
public key can be processed two or more times to provide
extra layers of security. Therefore, the embodiment is
not limited to the first device being connected to only one
external device.
[0027] An exemplary implementation of the device ac-
cording to the first embodiment includes a device 102

having one or more processing units 104, a memory unit
106 and ports for sending and receiving data, and being
communicatively coupled to at least one HSM 108. The
device 102 is then configured to executing at least the
following functions, which are also exemplified in the
above description in relation to the first embodiment:

(a) generate an asymmetric encryption key pair for
the device; the key pair comprising a device public
key and a device private key. For example, the asym-
metric key pair is preferably generated using a Phys-
ical Unclonable Function. PUF. The asymmetric en-
cryption key pair is preferably not stored in memory,
but rather is regenerated using the PUF.
(b) digitally sign the device public key to generate a
first certificate;
(c) transmit the first certificate to a first hardware
module for verification;
(d) if the verification of the first certificate is success-
ful, receive a second certificate from the first hard-
ware module, the second certificate being digitally
signed by the first hardware module;
(e) verify the second certificate at the device;
(f) responsive to the verification being successful;
provision the first and second certificates for storage
and/or further usage.

[0028] An exemplary implementation of the HSM 108
for the first embodiment includes a HSM 108 that is com-
municatively coupled to the device 102, and includes one
or more processing modules configured to:

(a) receive a first certificate from the device, the first
certificate generated by digitally signing a device
public key of an asymmetric encryption key pair of
the device;
(b) verify the first certificate at the hardware module;
(c) if verification is successful, digitally sign the de-
vice public key to generate a second certificate;
(d) transmit the second certificate to the device for
verification, and if verification is successful making
available the first and second certificates for storage
and/or further usage.

[0029] Fig. 2 is a schematic in accordance with the
second embodiment of the disclosure for secure sym-
metric key provisioning for protecting device secret data
or unique code(s). In one aspect, this embodiment can
be implemented by connecting a device 202, referred
herein as a first device 202, via a network, which may be
wireless or wired, with at least one other external device
208. As in the first embodiment, the device 202 is asso-
ciated with a RoT 204 In order for a symmetric key to be
generated, a secret KDF that is implemented within the
first device’s RoT 204 is configured to generate symmet-
ric keys from at least two inputs. For example, these in-
puts may be in the form of at least two secret seeds that
are obtained from at least two different devices or sourc-
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es. Without the provision of at least one secret seed from
an external device or a source that is different to the other
of the at least two secret seeds, the first device 202 will
not be able to implement or apply the secret KDF to gen-
erate the symmetric keys. Further secure exchange pro-
tocols may be employed to ensure the secure transfer of
an external secret seed from an external device. The first
device will be able to access and decrypt the external
secret seeds if its identity can be confirmed using at least
two different sources, one of which is external to the first
device 202 .
[0030] As seen in Fig. 2, the device 202, which is herein
also referred to as a first device202 may include similar
components and structure as the device 102 of Fig. 1,
i.e. RoT 204, OTP storage 206, etc. In addition to this,
device 202 is communicatively coupled to another de-
vice, which may be a HSM 208 and also communicatively
coupled to a secure source which is external to the device
202, and preferably HSM 208.210. The secure source
210 is preferably communicatively coupled with the HSM
208. The HSM 208 is also referred to as a second HSM,
which may be the same or a different entity to that of
HSM 108 of Fig. 1, in this embodiment.
[0031] The second HSM 208 may be configured to al-
ready have access to, or can securely obtain the public
key of a further HSM, such as for example, the first HSM
108 of Fig 1, which may be one of the CAs responsible
for the verification of an asymmetric key pair generated
for the device 202. In addition, the second HSM 208 may
hold the rot_pkiRootPubKey of the RoT 204 and the
HSM’s 208 own public key, indicated herein as hsmKey,
in order to implement key exchange protocols with the
device 202 based on a PKI for authentication and trans-
ferring data and keys between the secure source210 and
the device 202.
[0032] The HSM 208 allows to bind a unique generated
secret of the RoT, with a unique generated personalisa-
tion image during production also called post-association
obtained for instance by using the secure source 210
described above. In a preferred example implementa-
tion, the secure source 210 may be is configured to be
provided with provisioning keys, provisioningKeys, a first
secret seed, referred to as rotSecretSeed, which is a
unique identifier for the device during production, the
public hsmKey of the second HSM 208 and a provisioning
sign key referred as pkiRootProvisioningSignKey, used
for any data that is to be sent to the device [202] from
the secure source [210].
[0033] The RoT 204 in device 202 further comprises
public provisioning keys, indicated as pkiRootProvision-
ingPubKey for verification of signatures from the secure
source 210, and is also configured to securely store at
least one further seed referred to herein as the second
seed, indicated as rotSecretGlobalKey. Preferably, this
is a secret global key rotSecretGlobalKey unique to the
device, which is obtained, stored or generated within a
trusted module within the device 202. The RoT 204 is
also configured to implement a secret KDF to generate

the symmetric keys.
[0034] In order for symmetric keys to be generated,
the RoT 204 requires inputs that enable a KDF to be
implemented. In a preferred implementation of the sec-
ond embodiment, these inputs are the first secret seed,
rotSecretSeed, second secret seed rotSecretGlobalKey
and an asymmetric public key, i.e. rotPubUKey pertaining
to the device 202. It is assumed for this embodiment that
the asymmetric key pair rotPubUKey, rotPrivUKey and
certificates rotPubUKeyHsmCertificate, rotPubUKey-
RoTCertificate for the device 202 have previously been
generated for the device 202, for instance, by the steps
set out in relation to Fig. 1. Thus, as the RoT 204 is already
provided with rotPubUKey and rotSecretGlobalKey, the
RoT 204 requires the rotSecretSeed from the secure
source 210]in order to generate symmetric keys.
[0035] Secure protocols may be implemented to en-
sure secure delivery of the first secret seed from the se-
cure source 210 to the RoT 204.
[0036] An example of how this process is performed
for the second embodiment may be explained as follows.
In step S2002, the device 202 sends rotPubUKeyHsm-
Certificate, rotPubUKeyRoTCertificate to the second
HSM208 to confirm the identity of the device 202 that
has issued the rotPubUKey for key exchange protocols.
These certificates may be in one example the same as
to the certificates referred to in the first embodiment of
Fig 1. The second HSM 208 verifies both certificates by
using the public keys, rot_pkiRootPubKey,
hsm_pkiRootPubKey of the RoT 204 and a first HSM,
that could be the same as HSM 108 of Fig. 1. Once ver-
ifications of both certificates are successful, the second
HSM 208 can extract rotPubUKey for further usage.
[0037] In step S2004a, the secure source 210 ensures
the security of the first secret seed rotSecretSeed, which
in a preferred embodiment may be associated with a
unique device identity or secret, by encrypting the rotSe-
cretSeed with provisioningKeys.
[0038] In step S2004b, the secure source210 then
signs provisioningKeys with the provisioning sign key,
indicated herein as pkiRootProvisioningSignKey, gener-
ating a signature, and then encrypts the signed provi-
sioning key with the public key hsmKey of the second
HSM 208.
[0039] In step S2004c the signed and encrypted pro-
visioning key, indicated as [provisioningKeys, sign] hsm-
Key, is then sent to the second HSM 208.
[0040] In stepS2004d the second HSM208 decrypts
the signed provisioning key with hsmKey and encrypts it
with rotPubUKey of the device202. This can then be de-
crypted by rotPrivUKey of the asymmetric key pair of de-
vice 202 and verified by the public key pkiRootProvision-
ingPubKey. Thus, the second HSM 208 has decrypted
the signed provisioning key with its own private key be-
fore re-encrypting it with the device public key and is re-
sponsible for the secure transfer of these provisioning
keys to the device 202 which implements the secret KDF.
Using a HSM such as HSM 208 advantageously ensures
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that there is reliance at least on two elements to generate
the symmetric keys.
[0041] In stepS2006, the encrypted provisioning key,
indicated herein by [provisioningKeys, sign]rotPubUKey,
is then sent to the RoT 204.
[0042] In step S2010, this is decrypted by the rotPriv-
UKey, and then the provisioning key signature is verified
using the pkiRootProvisioningPubKey. After successful
decryption and verification at the RoT 204, the provision-
ingKeys are then made available to the RoT 204 for fur-
ther use.
[0043] In parallel with steps S2006 and S2010 above,
the secure source 210 sends the rotSecretSeed, encrypt-
ed by the provisioningKeys, herein indicated by [rotSe-
cretSeed]provisioningKey, to the RoT 204 in step
[S2008].
[0044] As the RoT 204 will by now be provided with
access to provisioningKeys, it can verify and decrypt the
rotSecretSeed] which is performed in step S2012. This
makes the rotSecretSeed available for symmetric key
generation through a secret KDF in the RoT [204].
[0045] In step S2014, the RoT 204 then utilises the
rotSecretSeed, rotSecretGlobalKey and rotPubUKey to
generate the symmetric keys rotSymUKeySign, rotSy-
mUKeyDecrypt with the secret KDF.
[0046] In step S2016, the generated symmetric keys
are then stored in the RoT [04, the OTP storage [206],
or may be sent to a KMS for further use.
[0047] Thus, the method of symmetric key generation
according to the second embodiment involves a secret
KDF which requires at least one secret seed from an
external secure source 210, besides a secret seed from
the device 202 that executes applications requiring the
secrets that are protected by these keys.
[0048] The present disclosure is not limited to a single
secure source, and multiple secure sources can be cou-
pled to the device 202 which contains the respective se-
cret seeds required for symmetric key generation through
a secret KDF in the RoT 204.
[0049] Furthermore, any device that can perform the
task of signing and authorising digital certificates as ex-
plained above for the secure transport of the provisioning
keys, may be used as or instead of the HSM 208 for the
secure provision of the secret seed to the device [202].
For instance, an alternative implementation of the second
embodiment could involve the device202 coupled with
only one secret external source. In this case, secure key
and data exchange mechanism will need to be imple-
mented to secure transfer of the secret seed from this
single external secret source. The single secure source
may then in one aspect need to implement the functions
of both HSM [208] and the secure source [210] as de-
scribed in Fig. 2.
[0050] In one example implementation, the device 202
includes a memory unit, one or more transceiver units
and one or more processing units, and is communica-
tively coupled to a HSM 208, and the device 202 is con-
figured to:

(a) receive from a second hardware module a pro-
visioning key encrypted with a device public key of
an asymmetric key pair that has been verified using
first and/or second certificates, wherein the provi-
sioning key is decrypted using a device private key
of the asymmetric key pair associated with the device
and;
(b) receive from a secure external source, a first se-
cret seed signed by the provisioning key, wherein
the first secret seed is verified and decrypted using
the decrypted provisioning keys; and
(c) generate a symmetric encryption key or keys us-
ing a secret key derivation function with inputs com-
prising the first secret seed, the device public key
and a second secret seed; wherein the second se-
cret seed is obtained, stored or generated in the de-
vice;
(d) wherein the processing units of the device 202
optionally include the device of102of the first embod-
iment.

[0051] In a further example the HSM 208 is communi-
catively coupled to the device202, and includes one or
more processing modules configured to:

(a) verify a device public key of an asymmetric key
pair associated with the device using first and/or sec-
ond certificates of the asymmetric key pair for the
respective device;
(b)receive a provisioning key from a secure source,
the secure source being communicatively coupled
with the device and the hardware module;
(c) responsive to successful verification of the first
and/or second certificates, transmit the provisioning
key encrypted with the device public key to the device
for decryption, wherein the provisioning key enabled
the device to use a first secret seed received from
the secure source to generate a symmetric key with
a second secret seed stored or generated by the
device.

[0052] A third embodiment of the disclosure involves
the secure enrolment of asymmetric and/or symmetric
keys associated with a device for executing applications
requiring secrets, with a KMS. One example of the secure
enrolment of asymmetric and/or symmetric encryption
keys associated with a device to a KMS is shown in Fig. 3.
[0053] In a preferred embodiment, the device 302 may
be in an example to the device102 in Fig 1 and/or the
device 202 in Fig. 2.
[0054] Such device 302 is communicatively coupled to
a KMS 304, which comprises at least a database 306
and memory storage 308, along with at least one
processing module 310 for executing a KDF.
[0055] The KMS 304 in a preferred aspect is precon-
figured to have access to a seed, for instance rotSecret-
GlobalKey, that is associated with the device 302 for gen-
eration of the symmetric keys; the public PKI keys, such
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as rot_pkiRootPubKey, hsm_pkiRootPubKey of the de-
vice [302]; and at least one HSM, which for example may
be HSM 108 in Fig. 1 and/or HSM 208 in Fig. 2. The HSM
is preferably one that has been responsible for prior ver-
ification of asymmetric public keys of the device 302. Ad-
ditionally, the KMS 304 is also configured to hold a KDF,
which is preferably the same as the secret KDF referred
to in Fig 2 and is required for generation of symmetric
keys associated with device 302.
[0056] The KMS 304 is also configured to obtain a fur-
ther secret seed using secure communication protocols
from an external source, which may be similar to the se-
cure source 210 in Fig 2., for storage in the database 306.
[0057] In step S3002, the device 302 sends its previ-
ously generated certificates rotPubUKeyRoTCertificate,
rotPubUKeyHsmCertificate to the KMS 304.
[0058] In step S3004, the KMS 304 verifies the certif-
icates with their respective public keys, i.e.
rot_pkiRootPubKey, hsm_pkiRootPubKey to gain ac-
cess to the rotPubUKey of the device 302.
[0059] In step S3006 the KMS 304 is then configured
to generate the symmetric keys of device 302 by execut-
ing the KDF associated with device 302 in the processing
module 310. This is computed with the rotSecretSeed
from the database 306, and the rotSecretGlobalKey and
rotPubUKey.
[0060] In step S3008, after the symmetric keys rotSy-
mUKeySign, rotSymUKeyDecrypt have been regenerat-
ed, they are transferred with rotPubUKey into the mem-
ory 308 for further usage.
[0061] Accordingly, as exemplified by the present dis-
closure in Figs 1, 2 and 3, the keys for encryption for a
device that executes applications requiring secret data;
whether asymmetric or symmetric are provisioned by us-
ing either digital certificates (in the case of the first em-
bodiment) or secret seeds for encryption (in the case of
the second embodiment) generated from at least one
additional secure hardware source, besides the device
itself. This ensures that the keys are not susceptible to
an attack by impersonation of the device or cloning of
the device or HSM used in the above process. If either
the device or indeed the HSM is cloned, the process re-
quires inputs from both sources, so either the authenti-
cation will fail (in the first embodiment) as the CAs will
not be issued to verify the identity of the device, or indeed
a KDF cannot be executed (in the second embodiment)
as either the keys or the secret seed will not be able to
be obtained.
[0062] Figure 4 illustrates a block diagram of one im-
plementation of a computing device 400 within which a
set of instructions, for causing the computing device to
perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed
herein, may be executed. In alternative implementations,
the computing device may be connected (e.g., net-
worked) to other machines in a Local Area Network
(LAN), an intranet, an extranet, or the Internet. The com-
puting device may operate in the capacity of a server or
a client machine in a client-server network environment,

or as a peer machine in a peer-to-peer (or distributed)
network environment. The computing device may be a
personal computer (PC), a tablet computer, a set-top box
(STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a cellular tel-
ephone, a web appliance, a server, a network router,
switch or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a
set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify
actions to be taken by that machine. Further, while only
a single computing device is illustrated, the term "com-
puting device" shall also be taken to include any collec-
tion of machines (e.g., computers) that individually or
jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instructions to
perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed
herein.
[0063] The example computing device 400 includes a
processing device 402, a main memory 404 (e.g., read-
only memory (ROM), flash memory, dynamic random ac-
cess memory (DRAM) such as synchronous DRAM
(SDRAM) or Rambus DRAM (RDRAM), etc.), a static
memory 406 (e.g., flash memory, static random access
memory (SRAM), etc.), and a secondary memory (e.g.,
a data storage device 418), which communicate with
each other via a bus 430.
[0064] Processing device 402 represents one or more
general-purpose processors such as a microprocessor,
central processing unit, or the like. More particularly, the
processing device 402 may be a complex instruction set
computing (CISC) microprocessor, reduced instruction
set computing (RISC) microprocessor, very long instruc-
tion word (VLIW) microprocessor, processor implement-
ing other instruction sets, or processors implementing a
combination of instruction sets. Processing device 402
may also be one or more special-purpose processing
devices such as an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA), a digital
signal processor (DSP), network processor, or the like.
Processing device 402 is configured to execute the
processing logic (instructions 422) for performing the op-
erations and steps discussed herein.
[0065] The computing device 400 may further include
a network interface device 408. The computing device
400 also may include a video display unit 410 (e.g., a
liquid crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube (CRT)),
an alphanumeric input device 412 (e.g., a keyboard or
touchscreen), a cursor control device 414 (e.g., a mouse
or touchscreen), and an audio device 416 (e.g., a speak-
er).
[0066] The data storage device 418 may include one
or more machine-readable storage media (or more spe-
cifically one or more non-transitory computer-readable
storage media) 428 on which is stored one or more sets
of instructions 422 embodying any one or more of the
methodologies or functions described herein. The in-
structions 422 may also reside, completely or at least
partially, within the main memory 404 and/or within the
processing device 402 during execution thereof by the
computer system 400, the main memory 404 and the
processing device 402 also constituting computer-read-
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able storage media.
[0067] The various methods described above may be
implemented by a computer program. The computer pro-
gram may include computer code arranged to instruct a
computer to perform the functions of one or more of the
various methods described above. The computer pro-
gram and/or the code for performing such methods may
be provided to an apparatus, such as a computer, on one
or more computer readable media or, more generally, a
computer program product. The computer readable me-
dia may be transitory or non-transitory. The one or more
computer readable media could be, for example, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or
semiconductor system, or a propagation medium for data
transmission, for example for downloading the code over
the Internet. Alternatively, the one or more computer
readable media could take the form of one or more phys-
ical computer readable media such as semiconductor or
solid state memory, magnetic tape, a removable compu-
ter diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-
only memory (ROM), a rigid magnetic disc, and an optical
disk, such as a CD-ROM, CD-R/W or DVD.
[0068] In an implementation, the modules, compo-
nents and other features described herein can be imple-
mented as discrete components or integrated in the func-
tionality of hardware components such as ASICS, FP-
GAs, DSPs or similar devices.
[0069] A "hardware component" is a tangible (e.g.,
non-transitory) physical component (e.g., a set of one or
more processors) capable of performing certain opera-
tions and may be configured or arranged in a certain
physical manner. A hardware component may include
dedicated circuitry or logic that is permanently configured
to perform certain operations. A hardware component
may be or include a special-purpose processor, such as
a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or an ASIC. A
hardware component may also include programmable
logic or circuitry that is temporarily configured by software
to perform certain operations.
[0070] Accordingly, the phrase "hardware component"
should be understood to encompass a tangible entity that
may be physically constructed, permanently configured
(e.g., hardwired), or temporarily configured (e.g., pro-
grammed) to operate in a certain manner or to perform
certain operations described herein.
[0071] In addition, the modules and components can
be implemented as firmware or functional circuitry within
hardware devices. Further, the modules and compo-
nents can be implemented in any combination of hard-
ware devices and software components, or only in soft-
ware (e.g., code stored or otherwise embodied in a ma-
chine-readable medium or in a transmission medium).
[0072] Unless specifically stated otherwise, as appar-
ent from the following discussion, it is appreciated that
throughout the description, discussions utilizing terms
such as " receiving", "determining", "obtaining", "send-
ing," "implementing," or the like, refer to the actions and
processes of a computer system, or similar electronic

computing device, that manipulates and transforms data
represented as physical (electronic) quantities within the
computer system’s registers and memories into other da-
ta similarly represented as physical quantities within the
computer system memories or registers or other such
information storage, transmission or display devices.
[0073] It is to be understood that the above description
is intended to be illustrative, and not restrictive. Many
other implementations will be apparent to those of skill
in the art upon reading and understanding the above de-
scription. Although the present disclosure has been de-
scribed with reference to specific example implementa-
tions, it will be recognized that the disclosure is not limited
to the implementations described, but can be practiced
with modification and alteration within the spirit and scope
of the appended claims. Accordingly, the specification
and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative sense
rather than a restrictive sense. The scope of the disclo-
sure should, therefore, be determined with reference to
the appended claims, along with the full scope of equiv-
alents to which such claims are entitled.

Claims

1. A method of providing an asymmetric key pair for
protecting secret data for a device, the device being
configured for executing applications using the se-
cret data and being communicatively coupled to a
first hardware module, the method comprising:

generating an asymmetric key pair for the de-
vice; the key pair comprising a device public key
and a device private key
digitally signing the device public key at the de-
vice to generate a first certificate;
sending the first certificate to the first hardware
module;
verifying the first certificate at the hardware mod-
ule, and responsive to the verification being suc-
cessful, digitally signing the device public key at
the first hardware module to generate a second
certificate;
sending the second certificate to the device;
verifying the second certificate at the device; and
responsive to the verification being successful,
making available the first and second certifi-
cates for storage and/or further usage.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the first
certificate is signed by a device sign key, and the
second certificate is signed by a first hardware mod-
ule sign key, for respective authentication; and op-
tionally wherein the first and second certificates are
stored in a memory of the device or sent to a key
management system for further storage and usage.

3. A method of providing a symmetric key for protecting
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secret data for a device, the device being configured
for executing applications using the secret data and
being communicatively coupled to a second hard-
ware module, the method comprising:

receiving at the second hardware module first
and/or second certificates for verifying a device
public key of an asymmetric key pair associated
with the respective device;
receiving at the second hardware module a pro-
visioning key from a secure source, the secure
source being communicatively coupled with the
device and the second hardware module; and,
if verification of the first and/or second certifi-
cates is successful, the method further compris-
ing:

sending the provisioning key encrypted with
the device public key to the device, wherein
the provisioning key is decrypted using a
device private key of the asymmetric key
pair;
sending a first secret seed signed by the
provisioning key from the external source
to the device, wherein the first secret seed
is verified and decrypted using the decrypt-
ed provisioning keys; and
computing the symmetric key using a secret
key derivation function at the device with
inputs to the secret key derivation function
comprising the first secret seed, the device
public key and a second secret seed,
wherein the second secret seed is obtained,
stored or generated in the device.

4. The method as claimed in claim 3 further comprising,
signing the provisioning key with a provisioning sign
key at the secure source;
sending the signed provisioning key to the second
hardware module using a second hardware module
key;
at the second hardware module, extracting the
signed provisioning key and encrypting the signed
provisioning key with the device public key;
at the device, decrypting the provisioning key with
device private key of the asymmetric key pair and
verifying the signature of the provisioning key using
a public key associated with the provisioning key that
is available to the device.

5. The method as claimed in claim 3 or 4 wherein the
first secret seed is a unique identifier for the device
and the second secret seed is a secret global key
unique to the device and optionally generated within
a trusted module within the device

6. The method as claimed in any one of claims 3 to 5
wherein the first and second certificates for the de-

vice public key are obtained by the second hardware
module using the method of any one of claims 1 or 2.

7. The method as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the device is a System of Chip (SoC)
comprising a trusted module for the generation
and/or storage of one or more encryption key and/or
secret seeds for one or more key derivation func-
tions, and wherein the first and/or second hardware
modules are hardware security modules in a manu-
facturing facility or environment.

8. A method of securely enrolling asymmetric and sym-
metric encryption keys associated with a device at
a key management system, the device being config-
ured for executing applications using the secret data
and being communicatively coupled with the key
management system, the method comprising the
steps of:

obtaining first and/or second certificates for ver-
ifying a device public key of an asymmetric key
pair associated with the respective device;
verifying the device public key at the key man-
agement system;
obtaining a first secret seed, the first secret seed
originating from a secure source and comprising
a unique identifier for the device;
obtaining a second secret seed, the second se-
cret seed being uniquely associated with the de-
vice;
executing a secret key derivation function asso-
ciated with the respective device at the key man-
agement system to compute a symmetric key,
wherein the inputs to the key derivation function
include: the first secret seed from the secure
source, second secret seed from the device and
the extracted device public key;
storing the computed symmetric key and the de-
vice public key of the asymmetric key pair at the
key management system.

9. The method as claimed in claims 8 wherein the first
and second certificates for the device public key are
obtained using the method of any of any one of
claims 1 or 2.

10. The method as claimed in any one of claims 8 or 9
wherein the steps of obtaining the first and second
secret seeds are implemented using the method of
any one of claims 3 to 7.

11. A device configured for executing applications using
secret data, the device being communicatively cou-
pled to at least one hardware security module, the
device comprising a memory unit, one or more trans-
ceiver units and one or more processing units, the
one or more processing units being configured to:
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generate an asymmetric key pair for the device
and store the key pair in a memory; the key pair
comprising a device public key and a device pri-
vate key
digitally sign the device public key to generate
a first certificate;
transmit the first certificate to a first hardware
module for verification;
if the verification of the first certificate is success-
ful, receive a second certificate from the first
hardware module, the second certificate being
digitally signed by the first hardware module;
verify the second certificate at the device; and
responsive to the verification of the second cer-
tificate being successful, provision the first and
second certificates for storage and/or further us-
age.

12. A device configured for executing applications using
secret data, the device being communicatively cou-
pled to at least one hardware security module, the
device comprising a memory unit, one or more trans-
ceiver units and one or more processing units, the
processing units being configured to:

receive from a second hardware module a pro-
visioning key encrypted with a device public key
of an asymmetric key pair that has been verified
using first and/or second certificates, wherein
the provisioning key is decrypted using a device
private key of the asymmetric key pair associat-
ed with the device and;
receive from a secure external source, a first
secret seed signed by the provisioning key,
wherein the first secret seed is verified and de-
crypted using the decrypted provisioning keys;
and
compute a symmetric encryption key or keys us-
ing a secret key derivation function with inputs
to the secret key derivation function comprising
the first secret seed, the device public key and
a second secret seed; wherein the second se-
cret seed is obtained, stored or generated in the
device,
wherein the processing units of the device op-
tionally comprise the device of claim 11.

13. A hardware security module communicatively cou-
pled to a device for the provision of an asymmetric
key pair for protecting secret data for the device, the
device being configured for executing applications
using the secret data, the hardware security module
comprising one or more processing modules config-
ured to:

receive a first certificate from the device, the first
certificate being generated by digitally signing a
device public key of an asymmetric encryption

key pair of the device;
verify the first certificate at the hardware module;
if the verification is successful, digitally sign the
device public key to generate a second certifi-
cate; and
transmit the second certificate to the device for
verification.

14. A hardware security module communicatively cou-
pled to a device for the provision of a symmetric key
for protecting secret data for the device, the device
being configured for executing applications using the
secret data, the hardware security module compris-
ing one or more processing modules configured to:

verify a device public key of an asymmetric key
pair associated with the device using first and/or
second certificates of the asymmetric key pair
for the respective device; receive a provisioning
key from a secure source, the secure source
being communicatively coupled with the device
and the hardware module; and
responsive to successful verification of the first
and/or second certificates, transmit the provi-
sioning key encrypted with the device public key
to the device for decryption, wherein the provi-
sioning key enables the device to use a first se-
cret seed received from the secure source to
generate the symmetric key with a second se-
cret seed stored or generated by the device.

15. A key management system communicatively con-
nected to a device for managing encryption keys to
protect secret data associated with the device, the
device being configured for executing applications
using the secret data, the key management system
comprising one or more processing modules, one or
more transceiver modules and one or more storage
modules, wherein the key management system is
configured to:

access digital certificates associates with an
asymmetric key pair for the device, and extract
the asymmetric public key of the key pair;
obtain a first secret seed from a secure source
external to the device and the key management
system
obtain a second secret seed associated with the
device
implement a key derivation function to generate
a symmetric key for the device;
store or provide for further use the asymmetric
and symmetric keys for the device, the keys be-
ing for accessing secret data associated with
the device to execute applications requiring the
secret data.
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