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(54) MEDICAMENT COMPRISING PILOCARPINE AND THYMOXAMINE

(57) A medicament for topical administration to a hu-
man or animal eye comprises at least two pharmacolog-
ically active agents. One of the active agents is a para-
sympathetic agonist, such as pilocarpine, and the other
active agent is either a sympathetic antagonist such as
dapiprazole or thymoxamine, or a sympathetic agonist
such as brimonidine or iopidine. The medicament is pref-

erably in the form of a liquid composition, such as eye
drops, or a gel or ointment and may comprise a slow-re-
lease composition. The medicament acts to improve vis-
ual acuity for a period of several hours, and may be ben-
eficial in cases of presbyopia, myopia, hypermetropia,
astigmatism and/or impaired night vision.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to topical compo-
sitions to improve visual acuity and to methods for their
use. More particularly, but not exclusively, it relates to
eye-drops and the like to ameliorate the effects of pres-
byopia, myopia, hypermetropia, astigmatism and combi-
nations thereof.
[0002] One prevalent form of visual defect is presbyo-
pia, in which the lens of the eye becomes relatively rigid,
particularly with age, so that it becomes increasingly dif-
ficult to focus. This leads to eyestrain, and ultimately to
recession of the near point, such that a sufferer of pres-
byopia may be unable to read or work on objects at arm’s
length.
[0003] The conventional response to presbyopia is the
use of reading glasses of appropriate strength to move
the wearer’s near point sufficiently close to allow clear
vision at convenient reading and working distances.
However, since this will probably also move the wearer’s
far point closer, sacrificing their distance vision, reading
glasses must usually be removed for driving, for example.
[0004] Alternatively or additionally, reading glasses
are produced whose lenses cover only a small portion of
the visual field, so that the wearer may look round them
for distance vision. However, the field covered by the
lenses may not be sufficient for all purposes.
[0005] Bifocal spectacles comprise lenses having
zones of different curvatures (or refractive indices), one
zone producing a close-in near point for reading, etc, and
the other producing a far point at or near infinity for dis-
tance work. Varifocal lenses are similar, but with the
zones graduating into one another, rather than having a
sharp division. Again, the restricted field covered by the
"reading" portion of the lens may not be satisfactory, and
many people cannot get used to bifocal lenses. Bifocal
lenses are usually more expensive than standard lenses.
[0006] Furthermore, many people dislike wearing any
form of spectacles for reasons of comfort or for reasons
of personal style. Contact lenses have been proposed
that are akin to bifocal spectacle lenses, but many people
are uncomfortable with wearing contact lenses.
[0007] Surgical interventions include laser surgery to
change corneal curvature, and intraocular implants.
Many sufferers from presbyopia would not be prepared
to risk (or pay for) corrective surgery.
[0008] There are thus drawbacks with each of the
known approaches for improving a presbyope’s ability to
see nearby objects.
[0009] Myopia is a visual defect in which the cornea is
too steeply curved, or the eyeball is too long, for light
from significant distances to be focussed on the retina,
irrespective of the performance of the lens. A sufferer
from myopia thus has a far point closer than infinity, con-
ventionally known as "short sight". The converse defect
is hyperopia or hypermetropia, in which the cornea is too
flat, or the eyeball too short, for light from nearby objects
to be focussed on the retina (again, irrespective of the

condition of the eye lens). This leads to a near point a
significant distance from the eye, and similar problems
to those resulting from presbyopia.
[0010] Myopia and hypermetropia may be corrected
with spectacles or contact lenses of appropriate curva-
ture, or by surgical intervention, akin to the approaches
described above in respect of presbyopia. However, the
same drawbacks are also experienced.
[0011] Similar drawbacks are found in existing ap-
proaches to correcting various other minor refractive er-
rors of the eye. A further complication is that it is not
uncommon to suffer from more than one vision defect;
for example, a degree of astigmatism is often present for
myopes and hypermetropes.
[0012] It is hence an object of the present invention to
provide a means for improving close-in vision for those
suffering from presbyopia or hypermetropia, and/or for
improving distance vision for those suffering from myo-
pia, that is simple, convenient and comfortable to use
and which obviates the disadvantages of existing ap-
proaches. It is also an object of the present invention to
provide a means for ameliorating refractive errors of the
eye that has the same benefits and/or obviates the same
disadvantages. It is a preferred object of the present in-
vention to provide a means of addressing multiple vision
problems at once. It is a further object of the present
invention to provide a method for ameliorating the effects
of presbyopia, myopia, hypermetropia and/or refractive
error.
[0013] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a medicament adapted for topical
administration to a human or animal eye, comprising at
least two pharmacologically active agents, a first said
active agent comprising a parasympathetic agonist, and
a second said active agent comprising either a sympa-
thetic antagonist or a sympathetic agonist.
[0014] Preferably, said medicament comprises a liquid
composition.
[0015] Advantageously, the medicament comprises a
liquid composition applicable to the eye in drop form.
[0016] Alternatively, the medicament may comprise a
gel or ointment.
[0017] The medicament may comprise a slow release
composition, optionally comprising slow release insert
means.
[0018] Preferably, said parasympathetic agonist com-
prises a substance adapted to act on acetylcholine re-
ceptors.
[0019] Advantageously, said parasympathetic agonist
comprises pilocarpine.
[0020] The medicament may then comprise between
0.05% and 4% pilocarpine, optionally at least 0.25% and
optionally no more than approximately 0.5%.
[0021] Preferably, the second active agent comprises
a sympathetic antagonist adapted to act as an α-receptor
blocker.
[0022] Said sympathetic antagonist may advanta-
geously comprise dapiprazole.
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[0023] The medicament may then comprise between
0.05% and 4% dapiprazole, optionally at least 0.25% and
optionally no more than approximately 0.5%.
[0024] Said sympathetic antagonist may comprise thy-
moxamine.
[0025] The medicament may then comprise between
0.05% and 4% thymoxamine, optionally at least 0.25%
and optionally no more than approximately 0.5%.
[0026] The sympathetic antagonist may comprise a β-
blocker.
[0027] Alternatively, the second active agent may com-
prise a sympathetic agonist.
[0028] Said sympathetic agonist may comprise brimo-
nidine.
[0029] The medicament may then comprise between
0.01% and 4% brimonidine, and optionally at least about
0.1% thereof.
[0030] Said sympathetic agonist may comprise iopi-
dine.
[0031] The medicament may comprise at least one fur-
ther component adapted to reduce discomfort of an eye
treated with the medicament.
[0032] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a use of a combination of a
first pharmacologically active agent comprising a para-
sympathetic agonist and a second pharmacologically ac-
tive agent comprising a sympathetic antagonist or a sym-
pathetic agonist in the manufacture of a medicament
adapted for topical application to a human or animal eye
in order to improve visual acuity.
[0033] Said medicament may be adapted to treat pres-
byopia.
[0034] Said medicament may be adapted to treat my-
opia.
[0035] Said medicament may be adapted to treat hy-
permetropia.
[0036] Said medicament may be adapted to improve
night or low-light vision.
[0037] Said medicament may be adapted to treat de-
fects of visual acuity such as astigmatism.
[0038] Said medicament may be adapted to treat more
than one of the above conditions simultaneously.
[0039] According to a third aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method for improving visual acu-
ity comprising the step of administering to an eye a com-
bination of a first pharmacologically active agent com-
prising a parasympathetic agonist and a second phar-
macologically active agent comprising a sympathetic an-
tagonist or a sympathetic agonist.
[0040] Preferably, the method comprises the steps of
providing a single composition comprising each of said
first and second active agents, and administering said
composition to the eye.
[0041] Alternatively, the method comprises the steps
of administering sequentially to the eye respective com-
positions containing said first and second active agents.
[0042] The step of administering the first active agent
may precede the step of administering the second active

agent.
[0043] The step of administering the second active
agent may alternatively precede the step of administering
the first active agent.
[0044] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be more particularly described by way of example.
[0045] An otherwise conventional eye-drop formula-
tion was prepared, into which was incorporated 0.5% by
weight dapiprazole and 0.5% by weight pilocarpine, to
produce a first eye-drop formulation embodying the
present invention. Dapiprazole is classified as a sympa-
thetic antagonist; pilocarpine as a parasympathetic ag-
onist.
[0046] In a first example, a patient aged sixty-three pre-
sented as an emmetrope (not requiring glasses for func-
tional distance vision). The patient’s vision was tested,
the first eye-drop formulation was administered, and the
patient’s vision was then re-tested. Within twenty minutes
of administration, the patient’s unaided distance vision
in each eye had improved by a line on the Snellen chart,
from 6/6 to 6/5. The refraction did not change. The pa-
tient’s unaided reading vision improved from N12 to N4.5
at a reading distance of one third of a meter. The patient’s
night vision improved qualitatively, as the patient noted
less haloes and glare, and quantitatively, from 6/6 to 6/5
in dim conditions. These effects were maintained for at
least two hours and some for at least four hours.
[0047] The first eye-drop formulation thus improves
both near and distance vision.
[0048] In a second example, a patient aged fifty pre-
sented as a -4 Dioptre myope (requiring glasses for func-
tional distance vision). Again, the patient’s vision was
tested before and after the first eye-drop formulation was
administered. Within half an hour of administration, the
patient’s unaided distance vision improved from being
able to count fingers (but not to read the Snellen chart)
to 6/36 on the chart. Wearing distance-corrected glasses,
the patient’s reading vision at a distance of one third of
a meter improved from N12 to N4.5. The refraction did
not change. Quality of night vision improved as the patient
noted less haloes and glare, and night vision also im-
proved quantitatively from 6/6 to 6/5 in dim conditions.
The effects again were maintained for at least two hours
and some for at least four hours.
[0049] In a third example, a patient aged forty-nine pre-
sented as a +4 Dioptre hypermetrope (longsighted and
requiring glasses for useful reading vision). The patient’s
vision was tested before and after administration of the
first eye-drop formulation. Within half an hour of admin-
istration, the patient’s unaided distance vision improved
on the Snellen chart from 6/60 to 6/24. The patient’s un-
aided reading vision at one third of a meter improved
from N18 to N4.5. The refraction did not change. Quality
of night vision improved, the patient noting less haloes
and glare, and night vision also improved quantitatively
from 6/6 to 6/5 in dim conditions. The effects were main-
tained for at least two hours and some for at least four
hours.
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[0050] In all three examples, no significant discomfort
was reported.
[0051] A second eye-drop formulation embodying the
present invention was prepared by incorporating 0.1%
by weight brimonidine and 0.25% by weight pilocarpine
into an otherwise conventional eye-drop formulation. Bri-
monidine is classified as a sympathetic agonist; pilo-
carpine, as noted above, is considered to be a parasym-
pathetic agonist.
[0052] The second eye-drop formulation was tested on
the three patients referred to above. In each case, ad-
ministration of the second eye-drop formulation pro-
duced almost identical effects to the first eye-drop for-
mulation, above.
[0053] A third and fourth eye-drop formulation were
made up, containing 0.5% dapiprazole and 0.5% pilo-
carpine, respectively. Administration of the third and
fourth eye-drop formulations immediately sequentially to
a patient’s eyes produced results substantially identical
to those from the first eye-drop formulation (which con-
tained the same active components, premixed). Thus,
the eye-drop formulations of the present invention may
in effect be produced in situ in the patient’s eye, should
this be convenient. (NB: the effects of the third or fourth
eye-drop formulations if administered alone would be
substantially inferior to those of the first formulation, or
to those of the third and fourth formulations, either mixed
before administration or mixed in the eye).
[0054] There are signs that the eye-drop formulations
of the present invention also obviate the effects of astig-
matism. Thus, they will be useful for the many patients
who suffer from combinations of vision problems, such
as myopia coupled with astigmatism. (Such effects make
prescribing and producing appropriate spectacle lenses,
or other conventional approaches, particularly difficult).
[0055] It is particularly notable from the above results
that not only do the compositions of the present invention
significantly improve the unaided distance vision of my-
opes and the unaided close-up vision of hypermetropes,
but they also improve the clarity of close-up vision for
myopes, distance vision for hypermetropes and vision
both near and for for emmetropes, while wearing their
respective corrective spectacles.
[0056] It is also evident from these results that presby-
opes would also benefit from treatment with these com-
positions. Presbyopia usually takes the form of difficulty
in focussing on nearby objects (accommodation). Com-
positions such as those of the present invention, which
do not act by changing refraction, are thus likely to be
more desirable and effective than those compositions
that have occasionally been proposed in the past, which
do change refraction.
[0057] The effect on night vision haloes, etc, suggests
that other form of refractive error might also be amelio-
rated.
[0058] The eye-drops of the present invention may
thus be used temporarily to alleviate the effects of con-
ditions such as myopia and hypermetropia or to improve

adequate vision further. It is envisaged that, due to the
lack of side-effects and drawbacks discovered in testing
to date, these eye-drops might well be suitable for self-
selection and self-administration, rather than needing to
be prescribed by a qualified medical practitioner.
[0059] Thus, the eye-drops of the present invention
could be used in place of corrective glasses or contact
lenses, either as a general practice; for variety; or in par-
ticular circumstances where glasses and/or contact lens-
es might not be practical or convenient (e.g. contact
sports).
[0060] The exact physiological mode of action of these
combinations of pharmaceuticals has not yet been es-
tablished. The most significant and unexpected feature
of their action appears to be that combining parasympa-
thetic agonists and sympathetic antagonists, agents hav-
ing largely opposite modes of action, produces beneficial
synergies relative to either agent used separately, while
their possible adverse effects appear largely to cancel
out.
[0061] It is also most unexpected that parasympathetic
agonists and sympathetic agonists appear to co-operate
synergistically, without significant adverse side-effects.
[0062] It is believed that at least part of the benefit of
the combinations described is because they seem to
have little or no net effect on the ciliary muscles of the
eye, which act to alter the shape and hence refraction of
the lens.
[0063] While the examples above describe application
in the form of eye-drops, other forms of topical application
to the eye may be possible. There is no reason to believe
that spraying compositions with the same combinations
of active agents into the eye; applying a gel or ointment
to the eye; or even using an ocular insert containing a
slow-release preparation of one of the above combina-
tion of active agents would not work similarly well.
[0064] It is possible that certain otherwise suitable ac-
tive agents might lead to issues with general discomfort
in the eye, or even specific side-effects such as red-eye,
in which blood vessels of the sclera dilate so far that some
or all of the white of the eye appears red. The treatment
could be completed with separate administration of fur-
ther compositions selected on a symptomatic basis.
However, it is probably more convenient to incorporate
the appropriate treatment agents into the compositions
of the present invention, particularly where the side-effect
is frequently encountered.
[0065] As well as the active agents exemplified above,
others that are believed to be particularly suitable for the
compositions of the present invention include: thymox-
amine, a sympathetic antagonist (substitutable for da-
piprazole); and iopidine, a sympathetic agonist (substi-
tutable for brimonidine). The class of drugs generally re-
ferred to as beta-blockers may be considered as sympa-
thetic antagonists, and hence some or all of that class
may well be usable in place of dapiprazole, above.
[0066] It is also believed that an opiate could be sub-
stituted for either the parasympathetic agonist or the sym-
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pathetic antagonist/agonist in the compositions above.
Indeed, a composition containing an opiate as its sole or
main active component is predicted to be effective in the
treatment of the conditions listed above.

Claims

1. A use of a combination of a first pharmacologically
active agent comprising pilocarpine and a second
pharmacologically active agent comprising thymox-
amine in the manufacture of a medicament adapted
for topical application to a human or animal eye in
order to improve visual acuity in one or more of pres-
byopia, myopia, hypermetropia, emmetropia and
astigmatism, and/or to improve night or low-light vi-
sion.

2. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in claim 1, characterised, in that
the medicament is adapted for topical application to
treat defects of visual acuity.

3. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in either claim 1 or claim 2, char-
acterised in that the medicament comprises a slow
release composition.

4. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in claim 3, characterised in that
the medicament comprises slow release insert
means.

5. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that the medicament comprises
between 0.05% and 4% pilocarpine.

6. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in claim 5, characterised in that
the medicament comprises at least 0.25% pilo-
carpine.

7. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in either claim 5 or claim 6, char-
acterised in that the medicament comprises no
more than 0.5% pilocarpine.

8. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that the medicament comprises
between 0.01% and 4% thymoxamine.

9. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in claim 8, characterised in that
the medicament comprises at least 0.1% thymoxam-
ine.

10. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said medicament is adapted
to treat presbyopia.

11. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said medicament is adapted
to treat myopia.

12. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said medicament is adapted
to treat hypermetropia.

13. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said medicament is adapted
to treat astigmatism.

14. A use of a combination of pharmacologically active
agents as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said medicament is adapted
to improve night or low-light vision.
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