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(54) MEASURING DEVICE AND MEASURING METHOD FOR ENERGY HELD BY ELECTRONS

(57) [Abstract] Electrons excited by irradiation of a
visible light 17B to a sample 12b is at an energy level
lower than a vacuum level, thus photoelectrons are not
emitted from the sample and energy of excited electrons
cannot be measured. A technique that measures the en-
ergy of the excited electrons with respect to a valence
band is provided.

[Solution] The visible light 17B is irradiated to the
sample 12b through a mesh electrode 22. A surface film
for reducing the vacuum level is formed on a surface of
the sample 12b. With the surface film being formed, pho-
toelectrons are obtained by the visible light, and these
photoelectrons are accelerated by the mesh electrode
22 toward a photoelectron spectrometer 19. Ultraviolet
light may be irradiated to the sample 12b and metal hav-
ing same potential therewith. In this case, the mesh elec-
trode 22 is set at a retracted position to prohibit interaction
of the mesh electrode 22 and the ultraviolet light. A dif-
ference between the valence band and the Fermi level

of the sample can be measured.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The description discloses a technique for meas-
uring energy of electrons excited by a sample being ir-
radiated with a long-wavelength light (such as a visible
light and an infrared light) which cannot excite the elec-
trons in the sample to a vacuum level.

Background Art

[0002] A solar cell supplies power by using electrons
that are excited by solar light irradiation on a semicon-
ductor material. In order to improve efficiency of the solar
cell, it is useful to know energy of the electrons excited
by the solar light. The solar light includes the long-wave-
length light that cannot excite the electrons in the semi-
conductor material to the vacuum level. Other than the
solar cell, there are cases where it is useful to measure
energy of the electrons excited by irradiating the long-
wavelength light that cannot excite the electrons to the
vacuum level.
[0003] To measure energy of the electrons excited
within the sample, it is effective to disperse or split pho-
toelectrons emitted outside the sample from a surface of
the sample according to kinetic energy of the photoelec-
trons. The measurement needs the photoelectrons emit-
ted outside the sample.
[0004] Since energy of the electrons excited by the vis-
ible light or the infrared light do not reach the vacuum
level of the sample in most cases, the photoelectrons are
not emitted outside the sample. It makes it difficult to
measure energy of the electrons excited by irradiating
the visible light or the infrared light.
[0005] Thus, a technique of Document 1 was devel-
oped therefor. The technique of Document 1 realizes a
state in which a vacuum level of a sample is lower than
the lowest energy level of a conduction band (NEA (Neg-
ative Electron Affinity)) by processing a surface of the
sample. This technique enables measurement of energy
of the electrons, which are excited by the visible light or
the infrared light, and which would not be emitted outside
the sample unless the aforementioned processing is car-
ried out. Electrons having energy not exceeding the vac-
uum level before the processing are not emitted outside
the sample unless the vacuum level of the surface of the
sample is lowered.

Prior Art Document

Patent Document

[0006] Document 1: WO 2014/104022 A1

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0007] Photoelectrons obtained by irradiating the visi-
ble light or the infrared light do not have sufficient kinetic
energy, so they remain in a vicinity of the sample surface
and create a phenomenon of suppressing new photo-
electrons from being emitted (which is called a space
charge effect). To provide a countermeasure for the
space charge effect, an accelerator for accelerating the
photoelectrons emitted from the sample surface toward
a photoelectron spectrometer needs to be used. In Doc-
ument 1, the accelerator is arranged between a vacuum
chamber and the photoelectron spectrometer.
[0008] The photoelectrons are emitted in various di-
rections from the sample surface. In assuming an angle
formed by a normal vector of the sample surface and an
emission direction of the photoelectron is termed an
emission angle, the emission angle is distributed in a
range of 0 to 690°. The emission angle corresponds to
a wavenumber in a direction parallel to the sample sur-
face. The accelerator is effective also for expanding a
range of the emission angle that can be subjected to
spectroscopy by the photoelectron spectrometer. This is
because a large emission angle is adjusted to a small
emission angle as a result of acceleration. By being ac-
celerated, an electron beam emitted from the sample is
narrowed and the range of the emission angle that can
be inputted to the photoelectron spectrometer is en-
larged.
[0009] In order to provide the countermeasure to the
space charge effect using the accelerator and expand
the range of the emission angle which can be inputted
to the photoelectron spectrometer, it is effective to lessen
a distance between the sample and the accelerator. How-
ever, when the accelerator is arranged at a position close
to the sample and facing the sample, the accelerator in-
terferes with an optical path of the excitation light, and it
becomes difficult to irradiate the excitation light to the
sample.
[0010] In the technique of Document 1, the accelerator
is arranged between the vacuum chamber and the pho-
toelectron spectrometer so that the optical path of the
excitation light and the accelerator do not interfere. As a
result, a distance between the sample and the acceler-
ator becomes long, leaving dissatisfactions regarding
countermeasures for the space charge effect and effect
of enlarging the range of the emission angle that can be
inputted to the photoelectron spectrometer.
[0011] Document 1 presents a concept of arranging a
conductive mesh at a position facing the sample. This
conductive mesh is for preventing a sample holder from
affecting photoelectron trajectories, and a voltage that
cancels an influence of the sample holder is applied to
the conductive mesh. The conductive mesh is not for
accelerating the photoelectrons toward the photoelec-
tron spectrometer, and the photoelectrons are acceler-
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ated by an accelerator that is separately provided. Fur-
ther in Document 1, a relationship between the conduc-
tive mesh and the optical path of the excitation light is
not clear.
[0012] The description herein discloses a measuring
apparatus that arranges an accelerator in a vicinity of a
sample while avoiding an interference with an optical
path of an excitation light.

Solution to Technical Problem

[0013] A measuring apparatus disclosed herein is an
apparatus configured to measure energy of photoelec-
trons, and comprises: a sample holder configured to hold
a sample; a vacuum chamber configured to vacuum a
surrounding of the sample held on the sample holder; a
excitation light irradiator configured to irradiate the exci-
tation light to the sample held on the sample holder; a
photoelectron spectrometer; and an accelerator config-
ured to accelerate photoelectrons emitted from the sam-
ple toward the photoelectron spectrometer. The acceler-
ator allows the excitation light and the photoelectrons to
pass therethrough.
[0014] According to the above, the accelerator can be
arranged in a vicinity of the sample while avoiding inter-
ference with the optical path of the excitation light. The
measuring apparatus leaves no dissatisfactions regard-
ing countermeasures for the space charge effect and ef-
fect of enlarging the range of emission angle that can be
inputted to the photoelectron spectrometer.
[0015] To allow the excitation light and the photoelec-
trons to pass through, an acceleration electrode including
an opening may be used. The excitation light passes via
the opening, and the photoelectrons can move via the
opening.
[0016] When the accelerator comprises the accelera-
tion electrode having the opening, the acceleration elec-
trode can be arranged at a position facing the sample;
as a result, energy of the photoelectrons can be meas-
ured by irradiating the excitation light to the sample via
the opening of the acceleration electrode, attracting the
photoelectrons emitted from the sample toward the ac-
celeration electrode using a potential of the acceleration
electrode, and sending the photoelectrons emitted from
the sample toward the photoelectron spectrometer via
the opening of the acceleration electrode.
[0017] Energy of the electrons can be measured by
using a Fermi level as a reference, that is, a difference
between the energy level of the electrons and the Fermi
level is measured by the photoelectron spectrometer. In
a case where the sample is a semiconductor, the highest
energy level of a valence band is preferably used as the
energy reference, that is, one want to know a difference
between the energy level of the electrons and the highest
energy level of the valence band. In order to do so, an
energy difference between the Fermi level and the high-
est energy level of the valence band of the semiconductor
needs to be measured.

[0018] When a light source configured to irradiate the
excitation light with a short wavelength (which is herein
called reference excitation light) that can cause excitation
to the level higher than the vacuum level is added in ad-
dition to the light source configured to irradiate the exci-
tation light with the long wavelength that cannot cause
excitation to the vacuum level, a conversion value need-
ed for changing energy measurement references can
thereby be specified. In the description herein, in cases
where a confusion between the excitation light with the
long wavelength and the reference excitation light with
the short wavelength needs to be avoided, the former
excitation light will be termed primary excitation light. In
cases where no confusion will occur with the reference
excitation light, the primary excitation light is simply
termed the excitation light.
[0019] A part of the acceleration electrode having the
opening may be irradiated with the primary excitation light
upon irradiating the primary excitation light to the sample.
However, since electrons in the acceleration electrode
will not be excited to the vacuum level by the primary
excitation light, photoelectron emission from the accel-
eration electrode does not occur. That is, the photoelec-
trons to be measured are endured of being derived from
the sample. Co-use of the primary excitation light and
the acceleration electrode will not cause any undesirable
problem. The energy of the electrons excited by the pri-
mary excitation light can be measured while avoiding a
space charge effect by using the acceleration electrode.
[0020] On the other hand, when the reference excita-
tion light is irradiated to the acceleration electrode, the
electrons may be excited to a level higher than the vac-
uum level. Co-use of the reference excitation light and
the acceleration electrode induces photoelectron emis-
sion not only from the sample but also from the acceler-
ation electrode, thus measurement of purely sample-de-
rived photoelectrons becomes impossible. The photo-
electrons emitted from the sample by the reference ex-
citation light has relatively high energy, and thus do not
generate the space charge effect in most cases. Due to
this, the acceleration electrode is not necessary in the
case of using the reference excitation light.
[0021] Thus, the acceleration electrode is preferably
configured capable of moving between a facing position
facing the sample and a retracted position not facing the
sample, and is preferably used in a relationship in which
the acceleration electrode is at the facing position when
the sample is irradiated with the primary excitation light
and the accelerator is at the retracted position when the
sample is irradiated with the reference excitation light.
[0022] It is preferable that the primary excitation light
has a wavelength longer than a wavelength which excites
the electrons within the sample to the vacuum level, and
the reference excitation light has a wavelength shorter
than the wavelength which excites the electrons within
the sample to the vacuum level.
[0023] By using the primary excitation light, the energy
of the electrons excited by the long wave-length light,
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such as the visible light and the infrared light, can be
measured. The photoelectrons derived from the elec-
trons excited by the low energy can be obtained by using
the surface film that reduces the vacuum level. The space
charge effect can be prevented by using the acceleration
electrode.
[0024] The Fermi level of the sample and the Fermi
level of metal having an equipotent potential as the sam-
ple are equal. An energy difference between the Fermi
level and the highest energy level of the valence band of
the sample can be measured by a comparison of the
energy of the photoelectrons, which is excited from the
Fermi level of the metal having the equipotent potential
as the sample by the reference excitation light and the
energy of the photoelectrons, which is excited from the
highest energy level of the valence band of the sample
by the reference excitation light. The energy difference
between the energy of the electrons excited by the pri-
mary excitation light and the highest energy of the va-
lence band can be measured.
[0025] There are cases where it is useful to use the
primary excitation light with a longer wavelength than a
wavelength which excites electrons within the accelera-
tion electrode to a vacuum level, and to use the reference
excitation light with a shorter wavelength than the wave-
length which excites the electrons within the acceleration
electrode to the vacuum level. In such a case, photoelec-
trons would be emitted from the acceleration electrode
when the reference excitation light is irradiated through
the acceleration electrode, and the measurement might
be carried out while including such unintended photo-
electrons. It is useful to put aside the acceleration elec-
trode to the retracted position.
[0026] It is preferable to use the visible light as the pri-
mary excitation light and the ultraviolet light as the refer-
ence excitation light. The measuring apparatus can be
configured by using general-purpose light sources.
[0027] A mesh electrode may be used as the acceler-
ation electrode. However, the acceleration electrode is
not limited to the mesh electrode, and it simply needs to
be an electrode provided with an opening, such as a ring-
shaped electrode.
[0028] It is preferable that D/L<0.1 is satisfied, where
a distance between the sample and the mesh electrode
is L and a mesh size of the mesh electrode is D. When
the above relationship is satisfied, an electric field in
which equipotent potential lines are distributed at equal
intervals between the sample and the mesh electrode is
obtained, and trajectory calculation of the electrons ac-
celerated by the mesh electrode becomes simplified.
[0029] In the actual measurement, the apparatus can
be used in a relationship in which the acceleration elec-
trode, the vacuum chamber, and the photoelectron spec-
trometer are at an equipotent potential and the sample
has a negative potential with respect to the aforemen-
tioned potential.
[0030] In this case, the photoelectrons emitted from
the sample are attracted toward the acceleration elec-

trode, and the space charge effect can be prevented from
becoming an issue. In the course of the attraction toward
the acceleration electrode, a size of the emission angle
converges, as a result of which inputting the photoelec-
trons to the photoelectron spectrometer at emission an-
gles, which would not be inputted to the photoelectron
spectrometer unless the convergence takes place, can
be achieved. The acceleration electrode functions as an
attracting device which prevents the space charge effect,
and also functions as a focusing lens for converging pho-
toelectron emission fluxes. When the acceleration elec-
trode, the vacuum chamber, and the photoelectron spec-
trometer are at the equipotent potential, an electron tra-
jectory between the acceleration electrode and the pho-
toelectron spectrometer becomes linear, and the elec-
tron trajectory calculation can be simplified.
[0031] A potential difference may be applied between
the acceleration electrode and the photoelectron spec-
trometer. Due to this, the electron trajectory between the
acceleration electrode and the photoelectron spectrom-
eter can be adjusted non-linearly.
[0032] The sample and the photoelectron spectrome-
ter may have a negative potential with respect to the ac-
celeration electrode. In this case, the electrons traveling
from the sample to the acceleration electrode are accel-
erated and converged. The electrons traveling from the
acceleration electrode to the photoelectron spectrometer
are decelerated and dispersed. Since the dispersed pho-
toelectron fluxes are inputted to the photoelectron spec-
trometer, angular resolution related to the emission angle
can be refined.
[0033] A primary excitation light source and a concave
reflector may be arranged outside the vacuum chamber,
and the excitation light from the primary excitation light
source may be guided into the vacuum chamber by the
concave reflector and a window provided on a wall of the
vacuum chamber. In this case, a convergence position
of the excitation light does not change even when the
wavelength of the excitation light is changed. Measure-
ments carried out while changing the wavelength of the
excitation light can be simplified. In a case of concurrently
introducing two or more types of excitation light, conver-
gence positions of the two or more types of excitation
light with different wavelengths can be set at a same po-
sition.
[0034] A surface film forming chamber configured to
form a surface film for reducing the vacuum level to the
surface of the sample may be added. The surface film
with a constant characteristic can be used in the meas-
urement.
[0035] In a case of forming a metal film at a part of the
sample surface or at a part of the sample holder and
subjecting photoelectrons from the metal film to spec-
troscopy, a metal film forming chamber configured to
form the metal film on the sample surface or on the sam-
ple holder may be added.
[0036] The description herein further discloses a meth-
od of measuring an energy difference between the Fermi
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level of the sample and the highest energy level of the
valence band of the sample. This method comprises ir-
radiating the reference excitation light to the metal film
having a same potential as the sample and measuring
energy of the photoelectrons emitted from the metal film
relative the Fermi level; and irradiating the reference ex-
citation light to the sample having the same potential as
the metal film and measuring energy of the photoelec-
trons emitted from the sample relative to the Fermi level;
and measuring the energy difference between the Fermi
level and the highest energy level of the valence band of
the sample from a difference between the measured en-
ergy.

Effects of invention

[0037] According to the measurement technique dis-
closed in the description herein, a suppressing effect of
the space charge effect is increased, and the conver-
gence effect of the photoelectron fluxes emitted from the
sample is increased. Energy of photoelectrons with small
kinetic energy, with which the space charge effect tends
to be problematic, can be measured. Further, the photo-
electrons existing in the range of emission angle that
would not be inputted to the photoelectron spectrometer
unless the convergence takes place can be inputted to
the photoelectron spectrometer, and a wide range of the
emission angle (corresponding to having a wide wave-
number range) can be measured at once.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0038]

FIG. 1 explains an overall configuration of a meas-
uring apparatus.
FIG. 2 schematically shows a range directly related
to measurement. It illustrates measurement using
the ultraviolet light.
FIG. 3 schematically shows a range directly related
to measurement. It illustrates measurement using
the visible light.
FIGS. 4A to 4D show a case of measuring a metal
film with the ultraviolet light, a case of measuring a
sample with the ultraviolet light, and a case of meas-
uring the sample with the visible light.
FIG. 5 schematically shows how photoelectron spec-
trometer performs spectroscopy by energy and wav-
enumber.
FIG. 6 shows a comparative example of an acceler-
ator.
FIG. 7 shows a first embodiment of the accelerator.
FIG. 8 shows a second embodiment of the acceler-
ator.
FIG. 9 shows a third embodiment of the accelerator.
FIGS. 10A and 10B schematically show a relation-
ship of acceleration and a measurable wavenumber
range.

FIGS. 11A and 11B schematically show an influence
of a mesh size.
FIG. 12 schematically shows a visible light irradiator.
FIGS. 13A and 13B show a relationship of levels
during energy measurement of photoelectrons using
the ultraviolet light.
FIG. 14 shows a relationship of the levels during en-
ergy measurement of the photoelectrons using the
visible light.
FIG. 15 is a diagram corresponding to FIG. 2 of the
second embodiment.
FIG. 16 is a diagram corresponding to FIG. 3 of the
second embodiment.

Description of Embodiments

[0039] Hereinbelow, some of technical features of em-
bodiments disclosed in the description herein will be list-
ed. Each of the matters listed below has technical use-
fulness individually.

(Feature 1) A structure of a conduction band of a
solar cell is measured.
(Feature 2) A structure of a conduction band of a
semiconductor is measured.
(Feature 3) A structure of a superconductor in an
unoccupied state is measured.
(Feature 4) A structure of a graphene in an unoccu-
pied state is measured.
(Feature 5) A structure of a conductive oxide (such
as InGaZnO) in an unoccupied state is measured.

Embodiments

[0040] FIG. 1 shows an overall configuration of a meas-
uring apparatus 10. Reference sign 11 is a chamber for
inputting a sample 12 into the measuring apparatus 10
and taking it out therefrom. An NEA surface is not yet
formed on a surface of the sample 12 to be inputted to
the measuring apparatus 10. A sample on which the NEA
surface is not formed yet will be indicated by reference
sign 12a.
[0041] The sample 12a inputted to the measuring ap-
paratus 10 passes through a path 13 and is conveyed to
an NEA surface forming chamber 14. The NEA surface
forming chamber 14 serves as both a heating device and
a deposition device. When the sample 12a is conveyed
to the NEA surface forming chamber 14, the sample 12a
is heated and held for a predetermined time period. A
natural oxide film that was formed on the surface of the
sample 12a is removed by this heat treatment. A tem-
perature required to remove the natural oxide film de-
pends on types of samples. For example, the sample is
heated to 450°C when the sample is GaAs, and it is heat-
ed to 1000°C when it is Si. Next, the deposition device
is actuated. The deposition device is configured of a ce-
sium discharging device that discharges cesium Cs in
the chamber 14 and a device for introducing oxygen into
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the chamber 14. In the cesium discharging device,
CsCrO4, a reducer and a getter agent are capsulated in
a nichrome sleeve, for example, and the device discharg-
es the cesium Cs vapor by reducing CsCrO4. CsCrO4 is
reduced when the nichrome sleeve is heated by applying
electric power. The discharged cesium Cs vapor is de-
posited on the surface of the sample 12a. Then, the ox-
ygen is introduced. The aforementioned two steps are
repeated in pair. In so doing, the cesium Cs and the ox-
ygen O are alternately added to the surface of the sample
12a, as a result of which an electric double layer potential
having a thickness of substantially a few atom layers is
formed, and a vacuum level of the sample surface is re-
duced. That is, the surface layer from which electrons
excited to a conduction band are emitted to vacuum is
thereby achieved. The vacuum level of the sample sur-
face lowered by the NEA surface is lower than the highest
energy level of a valence band of the sample.
Electrons excited to an intermediate band, which is
formed within a bandgap between the highest energy
level of the valence band and the lowest energy level of
the conduction band, are emitted to the vacuum. A sam-
ple on which the NEA surface is formed will be indicated
by reference sign 12b. The sample is changed from 12a
to 12b in the chamber 14.
[0042] The vacuum level obtained by the NEA surface
changes sensitive to a forming condition of the NEA sur-
face. To stabilize the vacuum level obtained by the NEA
surface, the present embodiment controls formation
process of the NEA surface while measuring a photo-
electron amount discharged from the surface of the sam-
ple 12. By using the measured photoelectron amount as
an index, an electric power applied to the heater for re-
ducing CsCrO4 is feedback-controlled. By employing the
feedback control, the vacuum level obtained by the NEA
surface is stabilized. A YO-YO method is suitable for
forming the NEA surface.
[0043] A same effect can be achieved by providing a
device configured to introduce nitrogen fluoride such as
nitrogen trifluoride NF3 instead of introducing oxygen O2
and alternately supply cesium Cs and the nitrogen fluo-
ride to the sample surface.
[0044] In some cases, electrons may be excited by vis-
ible light to a level higher than the lowest energy level of
the conduction band. In such cases, the photoelectrons
can be discharged into vacuum without having to lower
the vacuum level below the lowest energy level of the
conduction band. A film to be formed on the sample sur-
face does not necessarily need to have a negative elec-
tron affinity, and it simply needs to be able to lower the
vacuum level to a level lower than the energy of the ex-
cited electrons. In the description herein, a film formed
on the sample surface for lowering the vacuum level is
termed an NEA surface, however, it does not necessarily
need to have the negative electron affinity. Those capa-
ble of lowering the vacuum level of the surface are col-
lectively termed NEA surface.
[0045] The semiconductor material 12b on which the

NEA surface is formed is conveyed to an excited electron
energy measuring chamber 16 through a path 15. Cham-
bers 11, 14, 16 and their paths are in a vacuum environ-
ment. Reference sign 17A is vacuum ultraviolet light that
irradiates the surface of the sample 12b and a surface
of a metal film to be described later. Reference sign 16c
is a window provided in a wall of the chamber 16, and is
closed by a plate that is transparent to the vacuum ultra-
violet light (such as an MgF2 plate) 17a2. A vacuum ul-
traviolet light generator 17a1 is arranged on an outer side
of the transparent plate 17a2, and a monochromator
17a3 is arranged on an inner side of the transparent plate
17a2. The ultraviolet light generator 17a1 is configured
to generate the vacuum ultraviolet light {Xe Iα: wave-
length 147nm (excitation energy 8.437eV)}. The sample
12b is exposed to the vacuum ultraviolet light via the mon-
ochromator 17a3. In the description herein, the vacuum
ultraviolet light generator 17al, the transparent plate
17a2, and the monochromator 17a3 are collectively
termed an ultraviolet light source 17a. Ultraviolet light
may be used as reference excitation light instead of the
vacuum ultraviolet light. It may be any light, so long as it
is capable of exciting electrons of a metal film and the
sample to a level higher than the vacuum level of the
metal film and the sample. An ultraviolet laser, a mercury
lamp, a helium lamp and the like may be used as the
ultraviolet light source instead of the above configuration.
[0046] Reference sign 17B is a primary excitation light
that irradiates the surface of the sample 12b, which is in
this embodiment the visible light. Reference sign 16a is
a window provided in a wall of the chamber 16, and is
closed by a transparent plate. A visible light source 17b
is arranged on an outer side of the transparent plate, and
the sample 12b is exposed to the visible light 17B. Details
of the visible light source 17b will be described later. A
visible light laser, a pseudo-solar lamp, and the like may
be used as the visible light source. Infrared light may be
used as the primary excitation light instead of the visible
light. The primary excitation light may have a long wave-
length by which the electrons in the sample cannot be
excited to the vacuum level of the sample 12a. Even the
case, since the vacuum level of the sample 12b is lowered
by the NEA film, excited electrons by this primary exci-
tation light can be measured. Light with a short wave-
length by which the electrons in the sample can be ex-
cited to the level higher than the vacuum level may be
used as the primary excitation light. Even if the excitation
is carried out using the light with the short wavelength,
electrons that are only excited to the level lower than the
vacuum level are generated. By using the apparatus as
above, the energy of such low energy electrons can be
measured.
[0047] Reference sign 18 is a connection flange con-
necting the excited electron energy measuring chamber
16 and the photoelectron spectrometer 19, reference
sign 20 is a CCD camera that captures a spectral image
generated by the photoelectron spectrometer 19, and ref-
erence sign 16b is a pipe or a connection flange that
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communicates the excited electron energy measuring
chamber 16 and the photoelectron spectrometer 19.
[0048] FIG. 2 is a diagram schematically showing an
inside of the excited electron energy measuring chamber
16. It shows measurement using the ultraviolet light (ref-
erence excitation light) 17A. A mesh electrode 22 to be
described later is fixed to a distal end of a rod 23 which
can be operated from outside the chamber 16, and a
position of the mesh electrode 22 can thereby be
changed. A position at which the rod 23 is retracted away
from a sample stage 24b is termed a retracted position
of the mesh electrode 22. By configuring as above, fine
adjustment of a distance between the sample 12b and
the mesh electrode 22 can easily be performed. Further,
replacement of the mesh electrode 22 also becomes eas-
ier. As a configuration of retraction of the mesh electrode
22, as shown in FIGS. 15 and 16, the mesh electrode 22
may be configured to be drawn in and out through a slit
24a provided in a sample holder 24.
[0049] In FIG. 2, the ultraviolet light 17A is irradiated
to the surface of the sample 12b, and the electrons ex-
cited by the ultraviolet light 17A are emitted from the sur-
face of the sample 12b. The photoelectrons discharged
by the ultraviolet light have higher energy than the vac-
uum level, and reach the photoelectron spectrometer 19
without an accelerator to be described later.
[0050] The ultraviolet light 17A may be irradiated to the
metal film to be described later. An energy difference
between the Fermi level and the highest energy level of
the valence band of a semiconductor sample can be
measured from a spectroscopy result for a case of irra-
diating the ultraviolet light 17A to the metal film and a
spectroscopy result for a case of irradiating the ultraviolet
light 17A to the semiconductor sample.
[0051] The mesh electrode 22 is retracted in the case
of the ultraviolet light 17A irradiation. Unnecessary pho-
toelectrons are prevented from being generated from the
mesh electrode 22, and the photoelectrons derived ex-
clusively from the sample or the metal film can accurately
be measured. However, the retraction of the mesh elec-
trode may no longer be necessary when a material of the
mesh electrode and the wavelength of the ultraviolet light
are suitably selected. For example, when the wavelength
of 225nm (5.5eV) to 234nm (5.3eV) is used for the ultra-
violet light 17A, platinum (with a work function of 5.6eV)
is used for the mesh electrode 22, and gold (with the work
function of 5.2eV) is used as the metal film, a relationship
can be achieved in which photoelectrons are obtained
from the metal film (gold) but photoelectrons are not emit-
ted from the mesh electrode (platinum) using the ultravi-
olet light 17A. In such case, retraction of the mesh elec-
trode is not required.
[0052] FIG. 3 shows measurement using the visible
light (primary excitation light) 17B. In this case, the mesh
electrode 22 is placed at a position facing the surface of
the sample 12b. The mesh electrode 22 moves between
the retracted position in FIG. 2 and a facing position in
FIG. 3 by operation of the rod 23.

[0053] Instead of the rod 23, as shown in FIGS. 15 and
16, the slit 24a may be provided in the sample holder 24
so that the mesh electrode 22 is capable of moving be-
tween a position where the mesh electrode 22 is accom-
modated in the slit 24a (FIG. 15) and a position where it
is drawn out from the slit 24a (FIG. 16), and the mesh
electrode 22 may be moved between the retracted posi-
tion and the facing position by accommodating a solenoid
coil in the sample holder 24.
[0054] As shown in FIG. 3, the visible light 17B is irra-
diated to the mesh electrode 22 and the sample 12b
through the mesh electrode 22. A film for lowering the
vacuum level is not provided on a surface of the mesh
electrode 22. Excited electrons within the mesh electrode
22 are thus not emitted outside the mesh electrode 22.
The photoelectrons derived from the electrons exited by
the visible light 17B are emitted from the surface of the
sample 12a irradiated by the visible light 17B. These pho-
toelectrons have low energy, thus they remain in a vicinity
of the sample surface unless a potential is applied to the
mesh electrode 22 to strip them off of the sample surface.
When the photoelectrons remain at the sample surface,
the photoelectrons cannot be subjected to spectroscopy,
and a phenomenon in which the emission of the photo-
electrons is hindered (space charge effect) may be gen-
erated by the remaining photoelectrons. The mesh elec-
trode 22 provides solution to this problem. By applying
the potential to the mesh electrode 22, the photoelectrons
emitted from the sample surface are accelerated toward
the mesh electrode 22, and are attracted from the vicinity
of the sample surface. The photoelectrons accelerated
by the mesh electrode 22 pass through the mesh elec-
trode 22 and reach the photoelectron spectrometer 19.
[0055] FIGS. 4A to 4D show procedures of the meas-
urement. The actual measuring apparatus 10 includes a
deposition chamber 28 that is not shown in FIG. 1. A
deposition device 30 is arranged in the deposition cham-
ber 28. A recess 24b is provided in the sample holder
24, and the sample 12b is held in the recess 24b. The
sample holder 24 on which the sample 12b is held is
conveyed to the deposition chamber 28 prior to the actual
measurement. In the deposition chamber 28, a metal film
is formed by performing vapor deposition processing on
a part of the recess 24b. FIG. 4A shows a step of forming
the metal film on the sample holder 24, in which the dep-
osition device 30 discharges vapor metal toward the re-
cess 24b and the metal film is formed. The metal film 34
(see FIGS. 4B to 4D), the sample 12b, and the sample
holder 24 come to have a same potential. Gold (Au) may
be used for example for the metal film 34.
[0056] FIG. 4B shows a state in which the metal film
34 is conveyed to the chamber 16, the ultraviolet light
17A (reference excitation light) is irradiated to the metal
film 34, and the energy of the photoelectrons emitted
from the metal film 34 irradiated with the ultraviolet light
17A is subjected to spectroscopy by the photoelectron
spectrometer 19. The mesh electrode 22 is at the retract-
ed position, and is not involved in the measurement.
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[0057] FIG. 4C shows a state in which the ultraviolet
light 17A (reference excitation light) is irradiated to the
sample 12b, and the energy of the photoelectrons emit-
ted from the sample 12b irradiated with the ultraviolet
light 17A is subjected to spectroscopy by the photoelec-
tron spectrometer 19. The mesh electrode 22 is at the
retracted position, and is not involved in the measure-
ment.
[0058] FIG. 4D shows a state in which the visible light
17B (primary excitation light) is irradiated to the sample
12b, and the energy of the photoelectrons emitted from
the sample 12b irradiated with the visible light 17B is
subjected to spectroscopy by the photoelectron spec-
trometer 19. The mesh electrode 22 is at the facing po-
sition. The visible light 17B is irradiated to the sample
12b via the mesh electrode 22. The photoelectrons travel
from the sample 12b through the mesh electrode 22 to
the photoelectron spectrometer 19. The photoelectrons
are attracted toward the mesh electrode 22 between the
sample 12b and the mesh electrode 22, and are thereby
accelerated.
[0059] FIG. 5 shows a spectral phenomenon generat-
ed by the photoelectron spectrometer 19. The photoelec-
trons are dispersed or split along an E-axis direction ac-
cording to magnitudes of their energy. The energy of the
photoelectrons can be measured from positions where
the photoelectrons have reached in the E-axis direction.
Further, the photoelectrons are dispersed or split along
a θ-axis direction according to their emission angles from
the sample surface (see angles θ1, θ2 relative to a normal
vector vertically extending on the sample surface). The
emission angles of the photoelectrons (that is, the wav-
enumber thereof) can be measured from positions where
the photoelectrons have reached in the θ-axis direction.
The CCD camera 20 records reached positions of the
photoelectrons in a two-dimensional surface of an E axis
and a θ axis.
[0060] FIG. 7 shows a relationship of potentials of the
sample 12b, the mesh electrode 22, the chamber 16, and
the photoelectron spectrometer 19. In FIG. 7, a negative
potential is applied to the sample 12b, and the mesh elec-
trode 22, the chamber 16, and the photoelectron spec-
trometer 19 are grounded. The potential of the mesh elec-
trode 22 is higher than that of the sample 12b, so the
photoelectrons existing in a vicinity of the sample 12b
are accelerated toward the mesh electrode 22. The pho-
toelectrons that have passed through the mesh electrode
22 advance straight and enter the photoelectron spec-
trometer 19. By grounding the mesh electrode 22, the
chamber 16, and the photoelectron spectrometer 19, a
photoelectron path between the mesh electrode 22 and
the photoelectron spectrometer 19 becomes straight, so
a calculation process of analyzing the images from the
CCD camera 20 to convert to energy and wavenumber
can be simplified.
[0061] FIG. 6 shows an embodiment in which a poten-
tial difference is applied between a sample and the pho-
toelectron spectrometer 19 to accelerate the photoelec-

trons toward the photoelectron spectrometer 19. This
corresponds substantially to conventional technique.
[0062] As it is apparent by comparing FIGS. 6 and 7,
in a comparative example of FIG. 6, it is difficult to suffi-
ciently focus the photoelectrons, which were emitted from
the sample surface at shallow angles, in the photoelec-
tron spectrometer 19 with the mere bias applied between
the sample 12b and the photoelectron spectrometer 19.
According to the embodiment of FIG. 7, the mesh elec-
trode 22 is arranged in a vicinity of the sample 12b, so
when a bias voltage that is same as FIG. 6 is applied
between the sample 12b and the mesh electrode 22, in-
tervals between equipotential planes become dense as
compared to FIG. 6, so even the photoelectrons emitted
from the sample surface at shallow angles can be fo-
cused sufficiently in the photoelectron spectrometer 19.
[0063] When the accelerator is arranged in the vicinity
of the sample, the accelerator and the excitation light
interfere with each other. In the present embodiment,
both features of irradiating the sample with the excitation
light and arranging the accelerator in the vicinity of the
sample can be achieved concurrently by configuring the
accelerator to allow the excitation light to pass there-
through.
[0064] FIG. 8 shows a relationship of potentials in a
second embodiment. A negative potential is applied to
the sample 12b, a positive potential is applied to the mesh
electrode 22, and the chamber 16 and the photoelectron
spectrometer 19 are grounded. The potential of the mesh
electrode 22 is higher than that of the sample 12b, and
the photoelectrons existing in the vicinity of the sample
12b are accelerated toward the mesh electrode 22. The
photoelectrons that have passed the mesh electrode 22
are decelerated, and enter the photoelectron spectrom-
eter 19. According to the potential application shown in
FIG. 8, by setting the bias between the sample 12b and
the mesh electrode 22 (for example, setting the sample
to 0V and setting the mesh to +10V) to accelerate the
photoelectrons, the electrons in a wide angle can be fo-
cused to a narrower angle. Further, the electrons emitted
from the sample can swiftly be separated away from the
sample, so the electrons can be drawn out in a constant
manner irrelevant to a measurement environment such
as quantum efficiency of the sample and an excitation
light intensity. Further, by setting the bias between the
mesh electrode 22 and the photoelectron spectrometer
19 (for example, setting the mesh to +10V and setting
the photoelectron spectrometer to 0V) to decelerate the
photoelectrons, the photoelectrons focused to the narrow
angle can be recovered to a wide angle, and an angular
resolution can be increased.
[0065] FIG. 9 shows a relationship of potentials in a
third embodiment. In this embodiment, a second mesh
electrode 38 is added immediately in front of the photo-
electron spectrometer 19. The chamber 16, the photo-
electron spectrometer 19, and the mesh electrode 38 are
grounded, the mesh electrode 22 is given a positive po-
tential, and the sample is given a ground potential or a
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negative potential. In this case, the photoelectrons in the
vicinity of the sample are accelerated toward the mesh
electrode 22 and are converged. The photoelectrons that
have passed the mesh electrode 22 are decelerated by
a potential difference between the mesh electrode 22
and the second mesh electrode 38, and are dispersed.
The photoelectrons that have passed the second mesh
electrode 38 advance straight without being accelerated
or decelerated and enter the photoelectron spectrometer
19. According to this embodiment, all of no electron build-
up in the vicinity of the sample surface, refinement of the
measurable angular resolution, and simplification of the
calculation process of converting to energy and wave-
number by simplification of the photoelectron path can
be achieved.
[0066] FIGS. 10A and 10B schematically show that the
range of the emission angle inputted to the photoelectron
spectrometer (wavenumber range) is enlarged by accel-
erating the photoelectrons from the sample toward the
photoelectron spectrometer.
[0067] In FIGS. 10A and 10B, S indicates an incident
slit of the photoelectron spectrometer 19, and the photo-
electrons that have passed through this slit are subjected
to spectroscopy. Further, broken lines indicate the emis-
sion angle of the photoelectrons in a case of no acceler-
ation. e in these drawings indicates a speed component
by which the unaccelerated photoelectrons travel from
the sample toward the photoelectron spectrometer 19,
and is identical between 10A and 10B.
[0068] FIG. 10A shows a case where an acceleration
voltage is small, and the speed component increases by
V1 by accelerating the photoelectrons toward the photo-
electron spectrometer. FIG. 10B shows a case where the
acceleration voltage is large, and the speed component
increases by V2 by accelerating the photoelectrons to-
ward the photoelectron spectrometer. As it is apparent
by comparing FIGS. 10A and 10B, only the photoelec-
trons having the wavenumber equal to or less than k1
enter the slit S in the case of FIG. 10A, whereas in the
case of FIG. 10B, the photoelectrons having the wave-
number equal to or less than k2 enter the slit S. Here,
kl<k2 is satisfied. That is, in the case where the acceler-
ation voltage is small, only the photoelectrons having the
wavenumber equal to or less than k1 and discharged
within the emission angle equal to or less than θ1 can be
subjected to spectroscopy by the photoelectron spec-
trometer, whereas in the case where the acceleration
voltage is large, the photoelectrons having the wavenum-
ber equal to or less than k2 and discharged within the
emission angle equal to or less than θ2 can be subjected
to spectroscopy by the photoelectron spectrometer.
θ1<θ2 is satisfied. It can be understood that more intense
acceleration enables the range of the emission angle ca-
pable of being subjected to spectroscopy to become wid-
er.
[0069] In the cases of FIGS. 7 to 9, the acceleration
electrode 22 is arranged close to the sample, and the
intervals of the equipotential lines are dense between the

sample and the acceleration electrode 22. The photo-
electrons are accelerated intensively toward the accel-
eration electrode. In the present embodiments, the range
of the emission angle inputted to the photoelectron spec-
trometer can be widened to substantially690°.
[0070] FIGS. 11A and 11B show a relationship be-
tween an interval L between the sample 12b and the
mesh electrode 22 and a mesh size D. FIG. 11A shows
a case of "D/L<0.1", and since an electric field in the
vicinity of the mesh electrode 22 does not curve, the pho-
toelectrons accelerated from the vicinity of the sample
12b toward the mesh electrode 22 pass through the mesh
electrode without receiving lens effect. FIG. 11B shows
a case of "D/L>0.1", where an effect by which the electric
field in the vicinity of the mesh electrode 22 curves be-
comes prominent and the photoelectrons receive the lens
effect. It is preferable to use the mesh electrode satisfying
"D/L<0.1".
[0071] Here, when L is set excessively large, the volt-
age applied between the sample 12b and the mesh elec-
trode 22 needs to be enlarged, and the electric field in
the vicinity of the sample 12b becomes susceptible to
external influences. On the other hand, when L is set
excessively small, D needs to be made smaller, causing
interference between the visible light to be irradiated to
the sample and the mesh electrode, and a problem oc-
curs in which an optical amount of the visible light reach-
ing the sample is reduced. In the present embodiments,
a distance between the sample and an inlet port of the
photoelectron spectrometer is set to 35mm and L is set
to 3mm. Further, D is set to about 100mm. When L is
about 3mm, a potential distribution between the sample
and the mesh electrode is determined according to the
potential of the mesh electrode, and is not affected by
the external influences. The mesh electrode not only wid-
ens the range of the emission angle that can be subjected
to spectroscopy, but also prevent external disturbances
from affecting measurement accuracy.
[0072] FIG. 12 shows a relationship between the visi-
ble light source 17b, the window 16a, the mesh electrode
22, and the sample 12b. The visible light source 17b is
arranged outside the chamber 16. The visible light source
17b is configured of a visible light generator 17b1 and a
concave reflector 17b2, the visible light 17B from the vis-
ible light generator 17b is reflected by the concave re-
flector 17b2, passes through the window 16a, and focus-
es on the surface of the sample 12b. The concave re-
flector 17b2 is also arranged outside the chamber 16.
When the light is focused on the surface of the sample
12b by the concave reflector 17b2, a focus is always ob-
tained on the surface of the sample 12b irrelevant to the
wavelength of the visible light 17B. A variable wavelength
light source may be used as the visible light generator
17bl, and the photoelectron energy can be measured
while varying the wavelength. The sample may be irra-
diated with two types of visible light with different wave-
lengths.
[0073] FIGS. 13A and 13B show a relationship of the
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energy levels of the metal film 34 and the semiconductor
sample 12b. It shows the case where the metal film 34
and the sample 12b are at the same potential and the
ultraviolet light (reference excitation light) 17A is irradi-
ated to each of them. Since the sample 12b and the metal
film 34 are at the same potential, their Fermi levels are
equal. When the ultraviolet light is irradiated to the metal
film 34, the electrons in the metal film are excited from
the Fermi level, and rise to an energy state that is higher
than the Fermi level by hv. This energy state is higher
than the vacuum level, so the photoelectrons are emitted.
The photoelectron spectrometer has a unique work func-
tion of ϕana between the Fermi level and the vacuum
level, and kinetic energy Ek of the photoelectrons is
measured by using the vacuum level as a reference.
[0074] FIG. 13B shows a case of irradiating the ultra-
violet light 17A with the same wavelength to the semi-
conductor sample 12b, and the electrons in the sample
12b are excited from the top of the valence band (the
highest energy level of the valence band). Ef-v is an en-
ergy difference between the Fermi level and the highest
energy level of the valence band, and a relationship is
satisfied in which the energy of the excited electrons in
the sample 12b is lower than the energy of the excited
electrons in the metal film 34 by Ef-v. Energy Eka of the
photoelectrons (photoelectrons from the sample 12b)
measured by the photoelectron spectrometer is in a re-
lationship of being lower than energy Ek of the photo-
electrons (photoelectrons from the metal film 34) meas-
ured by the photoelectron spectrometer by Ef-v. That is,
a relationship of Ek-Eka=Ef-v is satisfied, and Ef-v can
be found from measured values of Ek and Eka.
[0075] FIG. 14 shows a relationship of the energy level
in a case where the visible light (primary excitation light)
is irradiated to the sample 12b on which the NEA surface
is formed. The Fermi level of the sample 12b and the
Fermi level of the photoelectron spectrometer differ by a
bias voltage V applied to the accelerator for accelerating
the photoelectrons from the sample toward the photo-
electron spectrometer. When the visible light is irradiated
to the sample 12b, the electrons in the sample are exited
from the highest energy level of the valence band. The
energy of these excited electrons is lower than the vac-
uum level of the semiconductor, however, since the NEA
surface is provided, a relationship of "energy level of ex-
cited electrons > vacuum level at the sample surface" is
satisfied, so the photoelectrons are emitted from the sam-
ple surface and the value of Ek is measured by the pho-
toelectron spectrometer.
[0076] What actually is aimed to know is the difference
between the highest energy level of the valence band
and the energy level of excited electrons, and this value
(that is, a value of Eg+Esemi) can be obtained from an
equation of V - Ef-v + Eg + Esemi =ϕana + Ek. That is,
from the measured value Ek, the energy Eg+Esemi of
the excited electrons relative to the highest energy level
of the valence band as the reference can be obtained. If
a bandgap Eg of the sample 12b is known, the energy

Esemi of the excited electrons relative to the lowest en-
ergy level of the conduction band as the reference can
also be obtained.
[0077] The Fermi level of the sample changes accord-
ing to a temperature. Ek of FIG. 14 and Ef-v of FIG. 13B
need to be measured at a same temperature. Thus, in
the present embodiments, the metal film 34 is formed at
a part of the surface of the sample 12b. Then, the ultra-
violet light is used to measure the energy difference be-
tween the Fermi level and the highest energy level of the
valence band, and the visible light is used to measure
the value of Ek of FIG. 14. Both measurements can be
carried out at the same temperature. According to the
present apparatus 10, the energy difference between the
energy of the excited electrons and the highest energy
level of the valence band can be measured. Alternatively,
an energy difference between the energy of the excited
electrons and the lowest energy level of the conduction
band can be measured.
[0078] Walls surrounding the chamber 16 are prefer-
ably formed by a material with high magnetic permeabil-
ity. Electric fields outside the measuring apparatus 10
can be prevented easier from affecting the spectroscopy
results. Further, the distance between the sample 12b
and the mesh electrode 22 is preferably short. In the
present embodiments, it is set to 3mm. When the sample
12b and the mesh electrode 22 are close to each other,
changes in the electric fields outside the measuring ap-
paratus 10 can easily be prevented from affecting the
spectroscopy results. A method of forming the mesh elec-
trode 22 is not particularly limited. The mesh may be
formed of string materials, or may be a mesh formed by
punching holes in a plate material. It simply needs to
enable visible light irradiation to the sample through the
mesh and allow the photoelectrons to pass therethrough.
Further, instead of the meshed pattern, it may have a slit
pattern. Alternatively, it may be a ring electrode.
[0079] An irradiation range by the visible light can be
adjusted. A wide range of the sample 12b may be irradi-
ated at once. A narrow range in the sample 12b may be
irradiated. In the latter case, it may possible to scan the
irradiation spot in the surface of the sample 12b.
[0080] FIGS. 15 and 16 show other embodiments in
which the mesh electrode 22 moves between the retract-
ed position (FIG. 15) and the facing position (FIG. 16),
and the sample holder 24 may be provided with the slit
24a for accommodating the mesh electrode 22 and the
solenoid coil (not shown) for sliding the mesh electrode.
[0081] Specific examples of the present invention have
been described in detail, however, these are mere ex-
emplary indications and thus do not limit the scope of the
claims. The art described in the claims includes modifi-
cations and variations of the specific examples presented
above.
[0082] Technical features described in the description
and the drawings may technically be useful alone or in
various combinations, and are not limited to the combi-
nations as originally claimed. Further, the art described
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in the description and the drawings may concurrently
achieve a plurality of aims, and technical significance
thereof resides in achieving any one of such aims.

Reference Signs List

[0083]

10: Measuring apparatus
11: Chamber for putting in and taking out sample to
and from measuring apparatus
12a: Semiconductor sample before NEA surface is
formed
12b: Semiconductor sample after NEA surface is
formed
13: Vacuum path
14: NEA surface forming chamber
15: Vacuum path
16: Excited electron energy measuring chamber
16a, 16b, 16c: Window
17a: Ultraviolet light source
17a1: Ultraviolet light generator
17a2: Ultraviolet light transparent plate
17a3: Monochromator
17A: Ultraviolet light
17b: Visible light source
17b1: Visible light generator
17b2: Concave reflector
17B: Visible light
18: Connector
19: Photoelectron spectrometer
20: CCD camera
22: Mesh electrode
23: Mesh electrode holder
24: Sample holder
24a: Slit
24b: Recess
28: Deposition chamber
30: Deposition device
34: Metal film (Au film)
38: Second mesh electrode

Claims

1. An apparatus configured to measure energy of pho-
toelectrons, the apparatus comprising:

a sample holder configured to hold a sample;
a vacuum chamber configured to vacuum a sur-
rounding of the sample held on the sample hold-
er;
a primary excitation light irradiator configured to
irradiate a primary excitation light to the sample
held on the sample holder;
a photoelectron spectrometer; and
an accelerator configured to accelerate photo-
electrons emitted from the sample held on the

sample holder toward the photoelectron spec-
trometer,
wherein the accelerator allows the primary ex-
citation light and the photoelectrons to pass
therethrough.

2. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the accelerator comprises an acceleration
electrode including an opening.

3. The measuring apparatus according to claim 1 or 2,
further comprising:
a reference excitation light irradiator configured to
irradiate a reference excitation light to the sample
held on the sample holder.

4. The measuring apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein
a wavelength of the reference excitation light is short-
er than a wavelength of the primary excitation light,
the accelerator is configured capable of moving be-
tween a facing position facing the sample and a re-
tracted position not facing the sample, and
the accelerator is at the facing position when the
sample is irradiated with the primary excitation light
and the accelerator is at the retracted position when
the sample is irradiated with the reference excitation
light.

5. The measuring apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein
the wavelength of the primary excitation light is long-
er than a wavelength which excites electrons within
the sample to a vacuum level, and
the wavelength of the reference excitation light is
shorter than the wavelength which excites the elec-
trons within the sample to the vacuum level.

6. The measuring apparatus according to claim 4 or 5,
wherein
the wavelength of the primary excitation light is long-
er than a wavelength which excites electrons within
the accelerator to a vacuum level, and
the wavelength of the reference excitation light is
shorter than the wavelength which excites the elec-
trons within the accelerator to the vacuum level.

7. The measuring apparatus according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein
the primary excitation light is visible light, and
the reference excitation light is ultraviolet light.

8. The measuring apparatus according to any one of
claims 2 to 7, wherein the acceleration electrode is
a mesh electrode.

9. The measuring apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein D/L<0.1 is satisfied, where a distance be-
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tween the sample and the mesh electrode is L and
a mesh size of the mesh electrode is D.

10. The measuring apparatus according to any one of
claims 2 to 9, wherein
the acceleration electrode, the vacuum chamber,
and the photoelectron spectrometer have an equi-
potent potential, and
the sample has a negative potential with respect to
the equipotent potential.

11. The measuring apparatus according to any one of
claims 2 to 9, wherein
a potential difference exists between the sample and
the acceleration electrode, and
a potential difference exists between the accelera-
tion electrode and the photoelectron spectrometer.

12. The measuring apparatus according to claim 11,
wherein the sample and the photoelectron spectrom-
eter have a negative potential with respect to the
acceleration electrode.

13. The measuring apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 12, wherein
a primary excitation light source and a concave re-
flector are arranged outside the vacuum chamber,
and
the primary excitation light from the primary excita-
tion light source is guided into the vacuum chamber
by the concave reflector and a window provided on
a wall of the vacuum chamber.

14. The measuring apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 13, further comprising:

a surface film forming chamber configured to
form a surface film on a surface of the sample,
the surface film being configured to reduce vac-
uum level,
wherein the surface film forming chamber and
the vacuum chamber are connected via a path.

15. A method of measuring energy of photoelectrons,
the method comprising:

arranging an acceleration electrode including an
opening at a position facing a sample;
irradiating a primary excitation light to the sam-
ple via the opening of the acceleration electrode;
attracting photoelectrons emitted from the sam-
ple toward the acceleration electrode using a
potential of the acceleration electrode; and
sending the photoelectrons to a photoelectron
spectrometer via the opening of the acceleration
electrode.

16. A method of measuring an energy difference be-

tween a Fermi level and a highest energy level of a
valence band of a sample, the method comprising:

irradiating a reference excitation light to a metal
having a same potential as the sample and
measuring energy of photoelectrons emitted
from the metal with respect to the Fermi level;
irradiating the reference excitation light to the
sample and measuring energy of photoelec-
trons emitted from the sample with respect to
the Fermi level; and
measuring the energy difference between the
Fermi level and the highest energy level of the
valence band of the sample from a difference
between the measured energy.
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