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(54) ELECTRIC MACHINE

(57) An electric machine (10) comprises a stator (11),
which comprises at least two slots (12) in which each at
least one electrically conductive bar (13) is arranged, re-
spectively. The stator (11) is adjacent to an air gap (14)
and the at least two electrically conductive bars (13) form
an electric winding (15) of the stator (11) and are ar-
ranged to be supplied with a corresponding electrical

phase (n), respectively, by a power supply (16). Further-
more, the stator (11) is arranged in such a way that during
operation of the electric machine (10) a stator magnetic
field with at least two magnetic poles is formed in the air
gap (14), where at least a first pole (22) has a circumfer-
ential extent along the air gap (14) which is different from
the circumferential extent of at least a second pole (23).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an electric ma-
chine with a stator and a rotor mounted movable relative
to said stator.
[0002] Electric machines can be operated as a motor
or a generator. The stator comprises an electric winding,
which can be formed by bars arranged in slots in the
stator where the bars comprise an electrically conductive
material. The winding is connected to a power supply,
which often has multiple phases.
[0003] If the electric machine is operated as a motor a
stator magnetic field is formed in an air gap between the
stator and the rotor by supplying the electric windings of
the stator with different electrical phases by the power
supply. The stator magnetic field changes with time such
that a rotating magnetic field is formed. The stator mag-
netic field comprises several magnetic poles. In the rotor
a rotor magnetic field is formed which interacts with the
stator magnetic field. During operation of the electric ma-
chine torque is exerted on the rotor by the stator magnetic
field and the rotor moves relative to the stator.
[0004] However, for electric machines the power con-
version efficiency is usually not optimized for all operating
points of the electric machine. For example, the power
conversion efficiency might not be optimized if the electric
machine is operated in partial load.
[0005] It is an objective to provide an electric machine
with an increased efficiency.
[0006] This objective is solved by the independent
claims. Further embodiments are the subject of depend-
ent claims.
[0007] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
electric machine comprises a stator which comprises at
least two slots. In the slots at least one electrically con-
ductive bar is arranged, respectively. It is possible that
the stator comprises a plurality of slots. The stator can
further be formed by a plurality of iron sheets in which
the slots are formed. It is also possible that several bars
or different electrically conductive materials are arranged
within a slot.
[0008] In a preferred embodiment in each slot exactly
one bar is arranged.
[0009] In another preferred embodiment the bars have
a straight design. As a result, both the production of the
slots and the production of the bars are simplified. The
bars can comprise aluminum or copper. The slots can
be arranged equidistant around the perimeter of the sta-
tor and the slots can be parallel to each other. The bars
are electrically connected to one another at a first side
of the stator so that they produce a short circuit with one
another.
[0010] Furthermore, the stator is adjacent to an air gap.
It is also possible that the air gap is arranged between
the stator and a rotor of the electric machine.
[0011] The at least two electrically conductive bars
form an electric winding of the stator and are arranged
to be supplied with a corresponding electrical phase, re-

spectively, by a power supply. This means, the winding
of the stator comprises at least two electrical phases
which are formed by the bars. Preferably, the electric
machine comprises multiple electrical phases. Each bar
can be supplied with an individual phase current, respec-
tively. The phase currents can be shifted time-wise to-
wards each other such that a rotating magnetic field can
be formed in the air gap. The sum of all phase currents
is equal to zero in order to avoid leakage currents in the
power supply.
[0012] The stator can be arranged similar to a squirrel
cage rotor where the bars form a short circuit only on a
first side of the stator, for example by forming a short
circuit ring. At a second side of the stator which faces
away from the first side the bars are each electrically
connected with the power supply. Thus, the bars in the
slots can be controlled individually or in groups by the
power supply with a respective electrical phase.
[0013] The stator is arranged in such a way that during
operation of the electric machine a stator magnetic field
with at least two magnetic poles is formed in the air gap,
where at least a first pole has a circumferential extent
along the air gap which is different from the circumferen-
tial extent of at least a second pole. During operation of
the electric machine the bars of the winding of the stator
are supplied with individual phase currents by the power
supply. In this way the rotating stator magnetic field is
formed in the air gap. As the phase currents are time-
wise phase shifted towards each other, magnetic poles
of the stator magnetic field are formed in the air gap which
rotate along the air gap. If a rotor of the electric machine
can interact with the stator magnetic field, torque can be
exerted on the rotor. As the electric machine comprises
at least two slots with electrically conductive bars the
stator magnetic field comprises at least the first pole and
the second pole.
[0014] The circumferential extent of a magnetic pole
is given along the perimeter of the air gap. The circum-
ferential extent can therefore be a geometrical extent
along the perimeter of the air gap.
[0015] In a preferred embodiment the stator has a cir-
cular shaped cross section. Thus, also the cross section
through the air gap can be circular shaped. In this case,
the circumferential extent of the magnetic poles can also
be given by an angular extent. An angular extent is given
within a cross section through the stator for a central an-
gle of the cross section. This means, each magnetic pole
extends within a certain angle range within a cross sec-
tion through the stator. The angle range is measured as
the opening angle of a segment of the circle in which the
respective pole extends.
[0016] The circumferential extent of the first pole can
be larger than the circumferential extent of the second
pole. It is also possible that the circumferential extent of
the first pole is smaller than the circumferential extent of
the second pole. Similarly, also the angular extent of the
first pole can be either larger or smaller than the angular
extent of the second pole.
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[0017] For synchronous electric machines the circum-
ferential extents of the magnetic poles of the stator mag-
netic field can be chosen in such a way that a rotor mag-
netic field can interact with the stator magnetic field such
that torque is exerted on the rotor. This means, the cir-
cumferential extents of the poles of the stator magnetic
field are chosen in such a way that for each pole of the
rotor magnetic field the stator magnetic field comprises
a pole with the same angular extent.
[0018] For asynchronous electric machines, also
called induction machines, the circumferential extents of
the magnetic poles of the stator magnetic field can be
changed during the operation of the electric machine
since the rotor magnetic field can interact with different
stator magnetic fields.
[0019] Advantageously, the circumferential extents of
the poles of the rotor magnetic field and the stator mag-
netic field can be chosen in such a way that the electric
machine is optimized for different operation modes. For
example, the electric machine can be optimized for dif-
ferent partial load conditions. This means, the electric
machine can be optimized for an increased power con-
version efficiency or for an increased torque.
[0020] Furthermore, the difference of the circumferen-
tial extents of the first and the second pole is advanta-
geous for a measurement of an angular position of the
rotor or the motor speed. The angular position of the rotor
gives the position of the rotor with respect to the stator.
For small motor speeds the angular position of the rotor
can be determined without a sensor, for example by
measuring the inductance of the electric winding of the
stator by applying high-frequency currents and compar-
ing the measured values to a look-up table. For larger
motor speeds the angular position of the rotor can be
determined by measuring the voltage which is induced
in the winding of the stator during operation of the electric
machine. In both cases the accuracy of determining the
angular position of the rotor depends on the circumfer-
ential extent of the poles of the stator magnetic field. The
angular position of the rotor can be determined with a
higher accuracy if a larger number of bars in the stator
contributes to the formation of a pole of the stator mag-
netic field. Thus, with at least one first pole having a larger
circumferential extent than at least one second pole, the
angular position of the rotor and the motor speed can be
determined with an increased accuracy in comparison to
an electric machine where all poles exhibit the same cir-
cumferential extents.
[0021] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
at least two poles have a respective pole width which is
equal to their circumferential extents along the air gap.
This means, the respective pole widths also correspond
to the angular extents of the poles.
[0022] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
stator magnetic field is a rotating field. The electrical
phases can be time-wise shifted towards each other such
that the rotating stator magnetic field is formed in the air
gap. During operation of the electric machine torque is

exerted on the rotor by the stator magnetic field and the
rotor moves relative to the stator.
[0023] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
electric machine comprises at least one further slot in the
stator, in which at least one further electrically conductive
bar is arranged, where at least one third pole of the stator
magnetic field has the same circumferential extent along
the air gap as the first pole. The circumferential extents
of the first and the third pole can thus either be larger or
smaller than the circumferential extent of the second
pole.
[0024] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
first and the third pole are arranged symmetrically with
respect to a center of a cross section through the stator.
Preferably, the cross section of the stator is circular
shaped and the cross section comprises a center in the
center of the circle. This means, the first and the third
pole can be arranged on opposing sides of the circle with-
in the cross section through the stator. It is also possible
that the electric machine comprises a fourth pole which
has the same circumferential extent along the air gap as
the second pole. In that case the second and the fourth
pole can also be arranged symmetrically with respect to
the center of the cross section through the stator. In an-
other embodiment it is also possible that the electric ma-
chine comprises several first and third poles which are
arranged symmetrically with respect to the center of the
cross section through the stator.
[0025] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
air gap is arranged between the stator and a rotor which
is mounted movable relative to the stator. The stator and
the rotor are both adjacent to the air gap such that the
air gap is arranged between the rotor and the stator. The
rotor can be arranged within the stator or around the sta-
tor. The rotor can be an asynchronously operating induc-
tion rotor or a synchronous rotor.
[0026] In one embodiment of the electric machine a
rotor magnetic field with magnetic poles is formed in the
rotor during operation of the electric machine where the
poles exhibit the same angular extents as the poles of
the stator magnetic field in the air gap where the angular
extents refer to central angles of a cross section through
the rotor. The rotor can for example comprise permanent
magnets which form the rotor magnetic field with several
poles. It is also possible that the rotor is a squirrel cage
rotor where the rotor magnetic field is induced by the
stator magnetic field during operation of the electric ma-
chine. Preferably, the cross section of the rotor is circular
shaped. In this case angular extents of the poles for cen-
tral angles of the circle can be given. This means, each
pole extends over a certain angle range of the circle.
[0027] Since the cross section of the stator is prefera-
bly also circular shaped, the angular extents of the poles
of the rotor magnetic field extend along the same central
angles of the cross section as the poles of the stator
magnetic field. This means the geometric size of the
poles of the stator magnetic field can be different from
the geometric size of the poles of the rotor magnetic field,
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however, for each pole of the stator magnetic field the
rotor magnetic field comprises a pole with the same an-
gular extent.
[0028] If the rotor magnetic field is formed by perma-
nent magnets in the rotor the number of the poles of the
rotor magnetic field is given by the number of the perma-
nent magnets in the rotor. The angular extents of the
poles of the rotor magnetic field can in this case be
changed by changing the geometric size of the perma-
nent magnets.
[0029] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
rotor is a squirrel cage rotor. This means the rotor com-
prises slots in which electrically conductive bars are ar-
ranged where the bars form an electrical winding of the
rotor. The bars are electrically connected at both sides
of the rotor by short circuit rings and they can comprise
aluminum or copper. In this embodiment the number and
the angular extents of the poles of the rotor magnetic
field can be changed during operation of the electric ma-
chine.
[0030] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
rotor is one of a rotor with buried permanent magnets, a
rotor with surface mounted permanent magnets, a syn-
chronous reluctance rotor, an externally excited synchro-
nous rotor. In the case of a rotor with permanent magnets
the number of the poles of the rotor magnetic field is given
by the number of magnetic poles of the rotor and it cannot
be changed during operation of the electric machine. In
the case of the rotor with buried permanent magnets the
permanent magnets can be arranged in different shapes
within the rotor, for example v-shaped or as spokes.
[0031] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
rotor is a combination of at least two of a rotor with buried
permanent magnets, a rotor with surface mounted per-
manent magnets, a synchronous reluctance rotor, an ex-
ternally excited synchronous rotor, a squirrel cage rotor.
This means the poles of the rotor magnetic field can for
example be formed by permanent magnets and parts of
a winding of a squirrel cage rotor. It is also possible to
combine other types of rotors and it is further possible to
combine more than two types of rotors. The different
poles can be arranged either symmetrical or asymmet-
rical around the center through a cross section of the
rotor.
[0032] In one embodiment of the electric machine the
stator magnetic field is formed by supplying the bars of
the stator with a corresponding electrical phase each dur-
ing operation of the electric machine. The electrical phas-
es can be time-wise shifted towards each other such that
the rotating stator magnetic field is formed in the air gap.
By supplying the bars of the stator with a corresponding
electrical phase it is possible to form the stator magnetic
field with poles where the circumferential extent of the
poles can be changed by changing the phase currents
of the bars. Therefore, the number and the circumferen-
tial extents of the poles of the stator magnetic field can
be adapted to the number and circumferential extents of
the poles of the rotor magnetic field during operation of

the electric machine.
[0033] The feature that the circumferential extent and
the number of the poles of the stator magnetic field can
be changed during operation of the electric machine is
realized by forming the electric winding of the stator with
the bars arranged in the slots of the stator and supplying
each bar with an individual phase current by means of
the power supply. If the stator magnetic field was formed
by permanent magnets or by an electrical winding where
the pole widths of the stator magnetic field cannot be
adapted during operation of the electric machine, it would
not be possible to adapt the stator magnetic field to the
properties of the rotor magnetic field.
[0034] The following description of figures may further
illustrate and explain exemplary embodiments. Compo-
nents that are functionally identical or have an identical
effect are denoted by identical references. Identical or
effectively identical components might be described only
with respect to the figures where they occur first. Their
description is not necessarily repeated in successive fig-
ures.

In figure 1A an exemplary embodiment of a stator of
the electric machine is shown.

In figure 1B an exemplary embodiment of a stator
connected to a power supply is shown.

In figures 2A and 2B exemplary phase currents and
the resulting magneto motive force of the stator are
shown.

In figures 2C to 2E cross sections through different
rotors are shown.

In figures 3A and 3B exemplary phase currents and
the resulting magneto motive force for an exemplary
embodiment of the stator are shown.

In figures 3C and 3D cross sections through two ex-
emplary embodiments of rotors are shown.

In figures 4A and 4B exemplary phase currents and
the resulting magneto motive force for another ex-
emplary embodiment of the stator are shown.

In figures 4C and 4D cross sections through two fur-
ther exemplary embodiments of the rotor are shown.

In figures 5A and 5B exemplary phase currents and
the resulting magneto motive force are shown for
another exemplary embodiment of the stator.

In figures 6A to 6C cross sections through three fur-
ther exemplary embodiments of the rotor are shown.

[0035] In figure 1A an exemplary embodiment of a sta-
tor 11 of an electric machine 10 is shown. The stator 11
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comprises an iron stack 18 with at least one iron sheet
in which slots 12 are inserted. In the slots 12 electrically
conductive bars 13 are arranged. The bars 13 can for
example comprise aluminum or copper. In this embodi-
ment in each slot 12 one electrically conductive bar 13
is arranged. On a first side 19 of the stator 11 the bars
13 are electrically connected with each other by a short
circuit ring 20. At a second side 21 of the stator 11 no
short circuit ring 20 is arranged. The electrically conduc-
tive bars 13 in the slots 12 form an electrical winding 15
of the stator 11. The bars 13 can each be connected to
a power supply 16 at the second side 21 of the stator 11.
[0036] In figure 1B an exemplary embodiment of the
stator 11 which is connected to the power supply 16 is
shown. At the second side 21 of the stator 11 the bars
13 are each connected to a terminal of the power supply
16. The current in the bars 13 can be controlled by the
power supply 16 either individually or in groups. This
means each bar 13 forms an electrical phase n and can
be supplied with an individual phase current In for each
electrical phase n.
[0037] In this embodiment the bars 13 and also the
slots 12 have a straight design and the slots 12 are par-
allel to each other. Furthermore, the slots 12 are arranged
equidistant around the perimeter of the stator 11. Con-
sequently, the production of the slots 12 and the bars 13
is simplified. A rotor 17 of the electric machine 10 can be
arranged inside the stator 11. It is also possible that the
rotor 17 of the electric machine 10 is arranged outside
the stator 11. In both cases an air gap 14 is arranged
between the stator 11 and the rotor 17.
[0038] In figure 2A the phase currents In for a stator 11
with 60 bars 13 are shown. Each of the bars 13 is supplied
with an individual phase current In at the instant of time
depicted in figure 2A. This means, the exemplary stator
11 comprises 60 electrical phases n. The phase currents
In are phase shifted towards each other and alternate
with time. Thus, a rotating stator magnetic field is formed.
The sum of all phase currents In is zero in order to avoid
leakage currents in the power supply. In this example the
phase currents In are phase shifted in such a way that
six different poles of the stator magnetic field are formed.
The circumferential extent of the poles of the stator mag-
netic field is in this case given by the circumferential ex-
tent of the bars 13 which contribute to the formation of
the respective pole. The six different poles all comprise
the same circumferential extent along the air gap 14.
[0039] In figure 2B the magneto motive force M along
the air gap 14 is shown for the 60 bars 13. The magneto
motive force M is generated by the phase currents In of
the stator 11. Therefore, the magneto motive force also
alternates along the air gap 14. The magneto motive force
M can exert torque on the rotor 17 which is arranged
inside or outside the stator 11.
[0040] In figure 2C a cross section of a rotor 17 with
buried permanent magnets is shown. The rotor 17 com-
prises six magnets which is why the rotor magnetic field
comprises six poles 22, 23. Thus, the number of poles

22, 23 of the rotor magnetic field is given by the number
of magnets of the rotor 17. In this case all magnets of the
rotor 17 have the same size, consequently, all poles 22,
23 of the rotor magnetic field have the same angular ex-
tent.
[0041] In figure 2D a cross section through a rotor 17
which is a synchronous reluctance rotor is shown. The
synchronous reluctance rotor is optimized for six mag-
netic poles 22, 23 which all have the same angular extent.
[0042] In figure 2E a cross section through the rotor 17
which is a squirrel cage rotor is shown. The rotor 17 com-
prises slots 12 in which electrically conductive bars 13
are arranged. The slots 12 are arranged equidistant
around the perimeter of the rotor 17. Furthermore, the
bars 13 can for example comprise aluminum or copper.
In this embodiment in each slot 12 one electrically con-
ductive bar 13 is arranged. On both sides of the rotor 17
the bars 13 are electrically connected with each other by
a short circuit ring 20.
[0043] In figure 3A the phase currents In for the stator
11 with 60 bars 13 and therefore 60 electrical phases n
are shown. In this embodiment the stator magnetic field
again comprises six poles, however, in this case the cir-
cumferential extent of a first pole 22 is different from the
circumferential extent of the other poles which are re-
ferred to as second poles 23. The difference in the cir-
cumferential extents between the first pole 22 and the
second poles 23 is achieved by forming the first pole 22
with a larger number of bars 13 than the second poles
23. This means, a larger number of bars 13 contributes
to the formation of the first pole 22 than to the formation
of each of the second poles 23. In order to keep the sum
of the phase currents In zero the maximum amplitude of
the phase currents In that contribute to the formation of
the first pole 22 is smaller than the maximum amplitudes
of the phase currents In that contribute to the formation
of the second poles 23.
[0044] Advantageously, the circumferential extents of
the poles of the stator magnetic field can be changed by
changing the phase currents In. It is also possible to
change the number of poles of the stator magnetic field
by changing the phase currents In. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to adapt the stator magnetic field in such a way that
a rotor magnetic field of the rotor 17 of the electric ma-
chine 10 interacts with the stator magnetic field.
[0045] In figure 3B the magneto motive force M along
the air gap 14 is shown for the stator 11 which is supplied
with the phase currents In shown in figure 3A. A rotor 17
with a rotor magnetic field where the magnetic poles ex-
hibit the same angular extents as the poles of the stator
magnetic field can move relative to the stator 11 during
operation of the electric machine 10.
[0046] In figure 3C a cross section through an exem-
plary embodiment of the rotor 17 is shown where the
angular extents of the poles of the rotor magnetic field
are different from each other. The poles of the rotor mag-
netic field are formed by buried permanent magnets. One
of the buried magnets is larger than the other five mag-
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nets. Therefore, the rotor magnetic field comprises a first
pole 22 with an angular extent that is larger than the an-
gular extents of the other poles, referred to as second
poles 23. The rotor 17 depicted in figure 3C can be em-
ployed in an electric machine 10 with a stator 11 where
the stator magnetic field is formed by the phase currents
In depicted in figure 3A. Since the angular extents of the
poles of the stator magnetic field and the poles of the
rotor magnetic field are equal the rotor 17 can rotate with
a constant angular velocity during operation of the elec-
tric machine 10.
[0047] In figure 3D a cross section through another ex-
emplary embodiment of the rotor 17 is shown. The rotor
17 is a synchronous reluctance rotor with six magnetic
poles. Similar to the rotor 17 shown in figure 3C a first
pole 22 of the rotor magnetic field comprises a larger
angular extent than the other poles, referred to as second
poles 23. Also this exemplary rotor 17 can be employed
in an electric machine 10 with a stator 11 where the stator
magnetic field is formed by the phase currents In depicted
in figure 3A.
[0048] In figure 4A the phase currents In for a stator 11
with six poles of the stator magnetic field are depicted.
In this embodiment a first pole 22 and a third pole 24
have the same circumferential extent along the air gap
14, where the circumferential extent of the first pole 22
and the third pole 24 is larger the than circumferential
extent of the four second poles 23. Moreover, the first
pole 22 and the third pole 24 are arranged symmetrically
with respect to a center of a cross section through the
stator 11.
[0049] In figure 4B the magneto motive force M along
the air gap 14 is shown for the stator 11 which is supplied
with the phase currents In shown in figure 4A. A rotor 17
with a rotor magnetic field where for each pole of the
stator magnetic field the rotor magnetic field comprises
a pole with the same angular extent can move relative
to the stator 11 during operation of the electric machine
10.
[0050] In figure 4C a cross section through a further
exemplary embodiment of the rotor 17 is shown. The six
magnetic poles of the rotor 17 are formed by buried per-
manent magnets where two of the magnets have a larger
size than the other four magnets. The two magnets that
have a larger size than the other magnets are arranged
symmetrically with respect to the center of the rotor 17.
This means, the rotor magnetic field comprises a first
pole 22, four second poles 23 and a third pole 24, where
the third pole 24 has the same circumferential extent
along the air gap 14 as the first pole 22. Therefore, the
rotor 17 depicted in figure 4C can interact with a stator
magnetic field which is formed by the phase currents In
shown in figure 4A.
[0051] In figure 4D a cross section through a further
exemplary embodiment of the rotor 17 is shown. The
rotor 17 is a synchronous reluctance rotor which is opti-
mized for six magnetic poles. Similar to the rotor 17
shown in figure 4C a first pole 22 and a third pole 24 of

the rotor magnetic field comprise a larger angular extent
than the four second poles 23. Also this exemplary rotor
17 can interact with the stator magnetic field which is
formed by the phase currents In shown in figure 4A.
[0052] In figure 5A the phase currents In for a stator 11
with six poles is shown. Similarly to the case shown in
figure 4A a first pole 22 and a third pole 24 have a larger
circumferential extent along the air gap 14 than the four
second poles 23. For all six poles the maximum amplitude
of the phase currents In is the same. As the first pole 22
and the third pole 24 are arranged symmetrically with
respect to the center of a cross section through the stator
11 also in this case the sum of the phase currents In
amounts to zero. Thus, for each of the bars 13 which
form the electrical phases n the maximum current ampli-
tude can be exploited.
[0053] In figure 5B the magneto motive force M along
the air gap 14 is shown for the stator 11 which is supplied
with the phase currents In shown in figure 5A. For any of
the phase currents In shown in figures 2A, 3A, 4A and
5A and the respective magneto motive force M the rotor
17 can be a squirrel cage rotor since the number and the
width of the magnetic poles of the rotor magnetic field
are formed by induction from the stator magnetic field.
[0054] In figure 6A cross section through an exemplary
embodiment of a rotor 17 is shown. The rotor 17 is formed
by a combination of a synchronous reluctance rotor and
a squirrel cage rotor. Four first poles 22 of the rotor mag-
netic field are formed by a part of a synchronous reluc-
tance rotor and the rotor 17 further comprises eight slots
12 with electrically conductive bars 13. During operation
of the electric machine 10 at least two second poles 23
of the rotor magnetic field can be formed by induction
from the stator magnetic field. The first poles 22 and the
slots 12 of the squirrel cage rotor are arranged symmet-
rically with respect to the center of the cross section
through the rotor 17. This means the rotor 17 comprises
a combination of a rotor for a synchronous electric ma-
chine and a rotor for an induction machine.
[0055] In figure 6B a cross section through another ex-
emplary embodiment of a rotor 17 is shown. In this case
the rotor 17 comprises two permanent magnets forming
two first poles 22 and ten slots with electrically conductive
bars 13 of a squirrel cage rotor. The first poles 22 and
the slots 12 are arranged symmetrically with respect to
the center of the cross section through the rotor 17.
[0056] In figure 6C a cross section through another ex-
emplary embodiment of a rotor 17 is shown. The rotor
17 comprises parts of a synchronous reluctance rotor
forming four first poles 22 and two permanent magnets
forming two second poles 23. The poles of the rotor mag-
netic field are arranged symmetrically with respect to the
center of the cross section through the rotor 17. However,
it is also possible that the poles of the rotor magnetic field
are not symmetric with respect to the center of the cross
section through the rotor 17.
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Reference numerals

[0057]

10: electric machine
11: stator
12: slot
13: bar
14: air gap
15: winding
16: power supply
17: rotor
18: iron stack
19: first side
20: short circuit ring
21: second side
22: first pole
23: second pole
24: third pole
In: phase current
M: magneto motive force
n: electrical phase

Claims

1. Electric machine (10), comprising:

- a stator (11), which comprises at least two slots
(12) in which each at least one electrically con-
ductive bar (13) is arranged, respectively, where
- the stator (11) is adjacent to an air gap (14),
- the at least two electrically conductive bars (13)
form an electric winding (15) of the stator (11)
and are arranged to be supplied with a corre-
sponding electrical phase (n), respectively, by a
power supply (16), and
- the stator (11) is arranged in such a way that
during operation of the electric machine (10) a
stator magnetic field with at least two magnetic
poles is formed in the air gap (14), where at least
a first pole (22) has a circumferential extent
along the air gap (14) which is different from the
circumferential extent of at least a second pole
(23).

2. Electric machine (10) according to claim 1, where
the at least two poles have a respective pole width
which is equal to their circumferential extents along
the air gap (14).

3. Electric machine (10) according to one of claims 1
or 2, where the stator magnetic field is a rotating field.

4. Electric machine (10) according to one of one of the
preceding claims, which comprises at least one fur-
ther slot (12) in the stator (11), in which at least one
further electrically conductive bar (13) is arranged,

where at least one third pole (24) of the stator mag-
netic field has the same circumferential extent along
the air gap (14) as the first pole (22).

5. Electric machine (10) according to claim 4, where
the first and the third pole are arranged symmetrically
with respect to a center of a cross section through
the stator (11).

6. Electric machine (10) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, where the air gap (14) is arranged
between the stator (11) and a rotor (17) which is
mounted movable relative to the stator (11).

7. Electric machine (10) according to claim 6, where
during operation of the electric machine (10) a rotor
magnetic field with magnetic poles is formed in the
rotor (17) where the poles exhibit the same angular
extents as the poles of the stator magnetic field in
the air gap (14) where the angular extents refer to
central angles of a cross section through the rotor
(17).

8. Electric machine (10) according to one of claims 6
or 7, where the rotor (17) is a squirrel cage rotor.

9. Electric machine (10) according to one of claims 6
or 7, where the rotor (17) is one of:

- a rotor with buried permanent magnets,
- a rotor with surface mounted permanent mag-
nets,
- a synchronous reluctance rotor,
- an externally excited synchronous rotor.

10. Electric machine (10) according to one of claims 6
or 7, where the rotor (17) is a combination of at least
two of:

- a rotor with buried permanent magnets,
- a rotor with surface mounted permanent mag-
nets,
- a synchronous reluctance rotor,
- an externally excited synchronous rotor,
- a squirrel cage rotor.

11. Electric machine (10) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, where the stator magnetic field is
formed by supplying the bars (13) of the stator (11)
with a corresponding electrical phase (n) each during
operation of the electric machine (10).
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