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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to an electronic device
and, more particularly, to pealk current optimization dur-
ing camera flash pulses.

BACKGROUND

[0002] As electronic devices continue to become more
sophisticated, these devices provide an increasing
amount of functionality and features. Many electronic de-
vices continue to have more and more powerful camera
flash modules that cause significant current spikes when
taking pictures. As consumers demand increased func-
tionality from electronic devices, there is a need to pro-
vide improved devices having increased capabilities
while maintaining robust and reliable product configura-
tions. US 5,963,255 discloses a method for managing
utilization of a battery in a digital camera in which a power
manager configures the digital camera to operate in a
lower power consumption state when the supply below
voltage drops below a threshold. US2002/0008773 dis-
closes an electronic camera, where an LCD display is
placed in a non-operating state after pressing a shutter
button. US2011/0317991 discloses setting a flash pulse-
on time interval based on ambient light conditions.

SUMMARY

[0003] Various aspects of examples of the invention
are set out in the claims.
[0004] In accordance with one aspect of the invention,
an apparatus is disclosed. The apparatus includes a
camera, a camera flash, and a current optimization sys-
tem. The current optimization system is connected to the
camera and the camera flash. The current optimization
system is configured to calculate a shutdown period for
at least one component of the apparatus based on a flash
mode of the camera and a number of flash pulses. The
current optimization system is configured to at least partly
shut down the at least one component during the shut-
down period.
[0005] In accordance with another aspect of the inven-
tion, a method is disclosed. A command is received from
a camera of a device. At least one component is at least
partly shut down during a shutdown period and an
amount of time the component is shut down is calculated
based on a flash mode of the camera and a number of
flash pulses.
[0006] In accordance with another aspect of the inven-
tion, a computer program product is disclosed. The com-
puter program product includes a computer-readable
medium bearing computer program code embodied
therein for use with a computer to perform the disclosed
method.
amount of time the predefined peripherals/functionalities

are attenuated based on a flash mode of the camera.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] For a more complete understanding of example
embodiments of the present invention, reference is now
made to the following descriptions taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a front view of an electronic device incorpo-
rating features of the invention;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the electronic device shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a representation illustrating flash timing
schemes of the electronic device shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a representation illustrating a performance
mode flash timing scheme of the electronic device
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is a representation illustrating a normal mode
flash timing scheme of the electronic device shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 6 is an exemplary method of the device shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 7 is another exemplary method of the device
shown in Fig. 1; and

Fig. 8 is a schematic drawing illustrating components
of the electronic device shown in Fig. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] An example embodiment of the present inven-
tion and its potential advantages are understood by re-
ferring to Figs. 1 through 8 of the drawings.
[0009] Referring to Fig. 1, there is shown a front view
of an electronic device 10 incorporating features of the
invention. Although the invention will be described with
reference to the exemplary embodiments shown in the
drawings, it should be understood that the invention can
be embodied in many alternate forms of embodiments.
In addition, any suitable size, shape or type of elements
or materials could be used.
[0010] According to one example of the invention, the
device 10 is a multi-function portable electronic device.
However, in alternate embodiments, features of the var-
ious embodiments of the invention could be used in any
suitable type of portable electronic device such as a mo-
bile phone, a gaming device, a music player, a notebook
computer, or a personal digital assistant, for example. In
addition, as is known in the art, the device 10 can include
multiple features or applications such as a camera, a
music player, a game player, or an Internet browser, for
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example. The device 10 generally comprises a housing
12, a transmitter 14, a receiver 16, an antenna 18 (con-
nected to the transmitter 14 and the receiver 16), elec-
tronic circuitry 20, such as a controller (which could in-
clude a processor [or central processing unit (CPU)], for
example) 21 and a memory 23 for example, within the
housing 12, a user input region 22 and a display 24 (which
could include a graphics processing unit [GPU] 25, for
example). It should be understood that although the user
input region 22 is illustrated as a keypad, various exem-
plary embodiments of the invention may include touch-
screen technology at the user input region 22. The display
24 could also form a user input section, such as a touch
screen. It should be noted that in alternate embodiments,
the device 10 can have any suitable type of features as
known in the art. Additionally, all of these components
within the device 10 are normally powered by a portable
power supply such as a battery 27.
[0011] Referring now also to Fig. 2, the electronic de-
vice 10 further comprises a camera 26 which is shown
as being rearward facing (for example for capturing im-
ages and/or video for local storage) but may alternatively
or additionally be forward facing (for example for video
calls). The camera 26 may be controlled by a shutter
actuator 28 and optionally by a zoom actuator 30. How-
ever, any suitable camera control functions and/or cam-
era user inputs may be provided.
[0012] The electronic device 10 further comprises a
camera flash 32 and a current optimization system 34.
The camera flash generally provides one flash sequence
(single photo capture) which may include one or two pre-
flash pulses and one main-flash pulse. According to
some embodiments of the invention, if the first pre-flash
pulse is satisfactory, then no second pre-flash pulse is
generally provided. Additionally, in some embodiments
of the invention, a flash driver 36 includes safety features
that allow up to six consecutive photos to be taken (six
flash sequences in a row) and forces 3-4s delay after that
(exact delay is generally product dependent). Further-
more, a delay between the flash sequences may be de-
termined by camera, ISP (Image Signal processor [which
generally handles image processing]), image processing
algorithms (which may include algorithms implemented
in the image processing chain, for example), apps, and
so forth. Although some embodiments of the invention
have been described in context of flash LEDs, it should
be understood that camera flash 32 may be implemented
by various other flash technologies such as a xenon flash.
[0013] According to various exemplary embodiments
of the invention, different flash modes may be provided.
For example, in some embodiments of the invention, a
’performance’ flash mode and a ’normal’ flash mode may
be provided. In some embodiments of the invention, the
image processing algorithm(s) provides a decision
whether the performance or normal flash mode is used
based on photo shooting circumstances. Referring now
also to Fig. 3, timing schemes of the performance and
normal mode flash sequences with two pre-flash pulses

are shown. As shown in Fig. 3, parameter z (delay be-
tween the flash sequences) may not be constant.
[0014] Referring now also to Fig. 4, a timing scheme
of the performance mode flash sequence with two pre-
flash pulses is shown. Performance mode generally uses
shorter pulse lengths but higher currents compared to
the normal mode if battery voltage (VBAT) is within suit-
able limits such as VBAT ≥ 3.7V (Flash driver A + Flash
LED A case), or VBAT ≥ 3.6V (Flash driver A + Flash
LED B case). According to various embodiments, if the
battery voltage is within limits, the flash driver supplies
810 mA current into dual series light emitting diodes
(LED) (Flash driver A + Flash LED A/Flash LED B). If the
battery voltage is not within limits, the flash driver supplies
about 600mA current into dual series LEDs (Flash driver
A + Flash LED A/Flash LED B).
[0015] Referring now also to Fig. 5, a timing scheme
of the normal mode flash sequence with two pre-flash
pulses is shown. Normal mode generally uses longer
pulse lengths but lower currents compared to perform-
ance mode. According to various embodiments, normal
mode is not battery voltage dependent and can be used
with the lower battery voltages than the performance
mode. In the normal mode, the flash driver generally sup-
plies about 600 mA current into dual series LEDs (Flash
driver A + Flash LED A/Flash LED B).
[0016] According to various exemplary embodiments
of the invention, the current optimization system 34 is
configured to reduce current consumption from parts of
the device when the camera flash light is illuminated. For
example, in some embodiments, a target is to reduce
battery voltage drop and give more current to flash light
with low battery voltages. Additionally, in some embodi-
ments device software (SW) can calculate a length of the
time period when the flash mode is known, and shut-
down/reduce current consumption of parts (or features)
of the device (or system) without user experience reduc-
tion. For example, some parts (or features) that can be
used to reduce current consumption may include: a dis-
play backlight which can be shut down/dimmed (which
may be provided as a "shutter" feature), organic light
emitting diode (OLED) display pixels can be turned to
black (which may be provided as a "shutter" feature),
GPU and CPU clock / power mitigation, IHF speaker at-
tenuation by few dB (such as where users cannot hear
a few dB attenuation during a such short period of time),
and/or a vibra motor can be blocked. However, it should
be noted these are provided non-limiting examples, and
in alternate embodiments, any suitable parts or features
of the device may be used to reduce current consump-
tion.
[0017] The current optimization system comprises a
(software) framework for controlling high current HW
component(s) and SW drivers. Usage of short but high
current pulse can be requested from the framework.
Framework then can accept or deny the request based
on device power state, and if OK, it will make the needed
controlling based on timing information from the request-
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er.
[0018] Camera SW calculates and determines how
long flash pulses are going to last based on flash mode
and number of flash pulses to be shot. This information
is passed to the framework which then knows when to
start peak current optimization and when it can be
stopped.
[0019] Figure 6 illustrates a method 100. The method
100 includes the end user activating a camera application
of the device (at block 102). The end user takes a photo
by pressing camera key or display (at block 104), wherein
with a camera key, a half press adjusts focus, and with
a display solution, after display is pressed, focus is ad-
justed automatically. The current optimization system
(which includes software [SW] and/or the software frame-
work) receives "take photo" command via SW or the cam-
era key (at block 106). The current optimization system
(which includes software [SW] and/or the software frame-
work) switches off display backlights by shutting down
display backlight driver (at block 108). The current opti-
mization system (which includes software [SW] and/or
the software framework) calculates how long display
backlights, such as for example light emitting diodes
(LEDs), need to be switched off depending on used LED
flash mode (normal or performance mode) (at block 110).
It should be noted that the illustration of a particular order
of the blocks does not necessarily imply that there is a
required or preferred order for the blocks and the order
and arrangement of the blocks may be varied. Further-
more it may be possible for some blocks to be omitted.
[0020] For example, in performance mode the display
backlights can be switched off about 180ms + some mar-
gin + SW/HW delay to make sure display backlights are
not illuminated too early (as shown in Fig. 4). And in nor-
mal mode the display backlights can be switched off
about 280ms + some margin + SW/HW delay to make
sure display backlights are not illuminated too early (as
shown in Fig. 5).
[0021] Further to the method 100, after the display
backlights are switched off, the photo is taken, and then
the display backlights are switched on after photo is tak-
en. According to various exemplary embodiments,
switching the display backlights on/off takes about 1ms.
Additionally in some embodiments, a display backlight
driver includes a HW based dimming feature which slows
down backlight on/off switching times a bit. However in
alternate embodiments, any suitable configuration may
be provided.
[0022] While various exemplary embodiments of the
invention have been described in connection with switch-
ing off the display backlights, one skilled in the art will
appreciate that the various exemplary embodiments of
the invention are not necessarily so limited and that in
alternate embodiments, any suitable display or other
components of the system can be at least partly shut-
down to reduce power consumption in the device during
camera flash operation (wherein the length of the shut-
down period is calculated based on current flash mode

of the system).
[0023] For example, Figure 7 illustrates another exem-
plary method 200. Similar to the method 100, the method
200 illustrates the behavior of the SW controlled current
consumption optimization during camera flash pulses.
The method 200 includes the end user activating a cam-
era application of the device (at block 202). The end user
takes a photo by pressing camera key or display, wherein
with a camera key, a half press adjusts focus, and with
a display solution, after display is pressed, focus is ad-
justed automatically (at block 204). The current optimi-
zation system (which includes software [SW] and/or the
software framework) receives "take photo" command via
SW (if the display is used for photo taking) or via the
camera key (at block 206). The current optimization sys-
tem (which includes software [SW] and/or the software
framework) switches off and/or attenuates predefined
peripherals/functionalities (at block 208). The current op-
timization system (which includes software [SW] and/or
the software framework) calculates how long predefined
peripherals/functionalities need to be switched off or at-
tenuated depending on the used flash mode (for exam-
ple: normal or performance mode) and/or amount of flash
pulses to be shot in a row (which may be two or three,
for example, depending on the case) (at block 210). After
all flash pulses have been shot, peripherals/functionali-
ties are switched on and attenuations have been disabled
(at block 212). It should be noted that the illustration of
a particular order of the blocks does not necessarily imply
that there is a required or preferred order for the blocks
and the order and arrangement of the blocks may be
varied. Furthermore it may be possible for some blocks
to be omitted.
[0024] Referring now also to Fig. 8, the device 10 gen-
erally comprises the controller 20 such as a microproc-
essor for example. The electronic circuitry includes the
memory 23 coupled to the controller 20, such as on a
printed circuit board for example. The memory could in-
clude multiple memories including removable memory
modules for example. The device has applications 40,
such as software, which the user can use. The applica-
tions can include, for example, a telephone application,
an Internet browsing application, a game playing appli-
cation, a digital camera application, a map/gps applica-
tion, etc. These are only some examples and should not
be considered as limiting. One or more user inputs 22
are coupled to the controller 20 and one or more displays
24 are coupled to the controller 20. The Current Optimi-
zation System 34 and the Flash driver 36 are also coupled
to the controller 20 (wherein the Current Optimization
System 34 may be software framework running on the
controller 20, for example). The camera 26 (and camera
flash 32) is also connected to the Current Optimization
System 34 and/or the Flash driver 36. The device 10 is
programmed to automatically attenuate and/or switch off
the predefined peripherals based on the SW controlled
current consumption optimization during camera flash
pulses.
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[0025] Technical effects of any one or more of the ex-
emplary embodiments provide various improvements
when compared to conventional configurations which
cause the battery voltage to drop when using a flash (due
to current peaks when taking a picture with the camera
flash). For example many conventional handsets have
powerful camera flash modules that cause significant
current spikes when taking pictures. Current spikes
cause battery voltage to drop. If battery voltage drops
too low (under cut-off limits), the handset will turn off.
Some solutions prevent battery voltage to drop under
cut-off limits by reducing camera flash current when bat-
tery voltage is under predefined level. However, reducing
camera flash current means lower light intensity and
longer flash pulses that will degrade picture quality and
sharpness of movement. Some other configurations
show a shutter animation when photo is taken, and further
some other configurations do not allow the use of the
flash at all when battery voltage is too low. Additionally,
it is likely that Flash LED(s) current(s) will continue to
increase in the near future. Thus, increased currents can
cause issues with nominal or lower battery voltages be-
cause high current pulses will drop battery voltage close
to cut-off limits. If too much current is drawn with nominal
or lower battery voltages, devices may shutdown when
battery voltage drops too much.
[0026] Without in any way limiting the scope, interpre-
tation, or application of the claims appearing below, a
technical effect of one or more of the example embodi-
ments disclosed herein is providing a SW controlled peak
current optimization during camera flash pulses. Another
technical effect of one or more of the example embodi-
ments disclosed herein is to calculate the shutdown pe-
riod from a current flash mode of the system. Another
technical effect of one or more of the example embodi-
ments disclosed herein is determining the length of the
power saving period based on the current flash mode of
the system. Another technical effect of one or more of
the example embodiments disclosed herein is that in-
stead of performance decrease with lower battery volt-
ages, certain short term functionalities can be executed
with full performance, for example getting the best cam-
era picture quality always, if this is wanted to be priori-
tized. On the other hand, if prioritized, this can also be
used to avoid battery voltage dropping under cut-off limits
by limiting peak currents.
[0027] It should be understood that components of the
invention can be operationally coupled or connected and
that any number or combination of intervening elements
can exist (including no intervening elements). The con-
nections can be direct or indirect and additionally there
can merely be a functional relationship between compo-
nents.
[0028] As used in this application, the term ’circuitry’
refers to all of the following: (a)hardware-only circuit im-
plementations (such as implementations in only analog
and/or digital circuitry) and (b) to combinations of circuits
and software (and/or firmware), such as (as applicable):

(i) to a combination of processor(s) or (ii) to portions of
processor(s)/software (including digital signal proces-
sor(s)), software, and memory(ies) that work together to
cause an apparatus, such as a mobile phone or server,
to perform various functions) and (c) to circuits, such as
a microprocessor(s) or a portion of a microprocessor(s),
that require software or firmware for operation, even if
the software or firmware is not physically present.
[0029] This definition of ’circuitry’ applies to all uses of
this term in this application, including in any claims. As
a further example, as used in this application, the term
"circuitry" would also cover an implementation of merely
a processor (or multiple processors) or portion of a proc-
essor and its (or their) accompanying software and/or
firmware. The term "circuitry" would also cover, for ex-
ample and if applicable to the particular claim element,
a baseband integrated circuit or applications processor
integrated circuit for a mobile phone or a similar integrat-
ed circuit in server, a cellular network device, or other
network device.
[0030] Embodiments of the present invention may be
implemented in software, hardware, application logic or
a combination of software, hardware and application log-
ic. The software, application logic and/or hardware may
reside on the electronic device 10 (such as on the mem-
ory 23, or another memory of the device), on a server,
or any other suitable location. If desired, part of the soft-
ware, application logic and/or hardware may reside on
device, and part of the software, application logic and/or
hardware may reside on the server. In an example em-
bodiment, the application logic, software or an instruction
set is maintained on any one of various conventional
computer-readable media. In the context of this docu-
ment, a "computer-readable medium" may be any media
or means that can contain, store, communicate, propa-
gate or transport the instructions for use by or in connec-
tion with an instruction execution system, apparatus, or
device, such as a computer, with one example of a com-
puter described and depicted in Figs. 1, 2, and 8. A com-
puter-readable medium may comprise a computer-read-
able storage medium that may be any non-transitory me-
dia or means that can contain or store the instructions
for use by or in connection with an instruction execution
system, apparatus, or device, such as a computer.
[0031] Below are provided further descriptions of var-
ious non-limiting, exemplary embodiments. The below-
described exemplary embodiments are may be practiced
in conjunction with one or more other aspects or exem-
plary embodiments. That is, the exemplary embodiments
of the invention, such as those described immediately
below, may be implemented, practiced or utilized in any
combination (e.g., any combination that is suitable, prac-
ticable and/or feasible) and are not limited only to those
combinations described herein and/or included in the ap-
pended claims.
[0032] In one exemplary embodiment, an apparatus,
comprising a camera, a camera flash, and a current op-
timization system connected to the camera and the cam-
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era flash, wherein the current optimization system is con-
figured to calculate a shutdown period based on a flash
mode of the camera.
[0033] An apparatus as above, wherein the current op-
timization system is configured to at least partly shutdown
a component of the apparatus to reduce power consump-
tion in the apparatus during camera flash operation,
wherein the length of the shutdown period is calculated
based on the flash mode of the camera.
[0034] An apparatus as above, wherein the camera
comprises a first flash mode and a second different flash
mode, and wherein the current optimization system is
configured to calculate the length of the shutdown period
based on a selected flash mode of the camera.
[0035] An apparatus as above, wherein the current op-
timization system is configured to at least partly shutdown
at least one of a display backlight, a display pixel, a graph-
ics/central processing unit clock, an integrated hands
free speaker, or a vibra motor of the apparatus to reduce
power consumption in the apparatus during camera flash
operation.
[0036] An apparatus as above, wherein the current op-
timization system is configured to switch off display back-
light of the apparatus to reduce power consumption in
the apparatus during camera flash operation, wherein
the length of the shutdown period is calculated based on
the flash mode of the system.
[0037] An apparatus as above, wherein the current op-
timization system is configured to switch off display back-
lights by shutting down a display backlight driver of the
apparatus to reduce power consumption in the appara-
tus.
[0038] An apparatus as above, wherein the current op-
timization system is configured to switch on the display
backlight after flash pulses have been shot.
[0039] An apparatus as above, wherein the apparatus
comprises a mobile phone.
[0040] In another exemplary embodiment a method,
comprising: receiving a command from a camera of a
device; attenuating predefined peripherals/ functionali-
ties of the device; and calculating an amount of time the
predefined peripherals/functionalities are attenuated
based on a flash mode of the camera.
[0041] A method as above, wherein the attenuating fur-
ther comprises switching off the predefined peripherals/
functionalities of the device.
[0042] A method as above, wherein the predefined pe-
ripherals/functionalities comprises at least one of a dis-
play backlight, a display pixel, a graphics/central
processing unit clock, an integrated hands free speaker,
or a vibra motor of the device.
[0043] A method as above, wherein the camera com-
prises a first flash mode and a second different flash
mode, wherein a current optimization system of the de-
vice is configured to calculate the amount of time the
predefined peripherals/functionalities are attenuated
based on a selected flash mode of the camera.
[0044] A method as above, further comprising disa-

bling the attenuations after flash pulses of a camera flash
have been shot.
[0045] A method as above, wherein the receiving of
the command from the camera of the device further com-
prises receiving a ’take photo’ command from the camera
of the device.
[0046] In another exemplary embodiment a computer
program product comprising a computer-readable medi-
um bearing computer program code embodied therein
for use with a computer, the computer program code
comprising: code for receiving a command from a camera
of a device; code for attenuating predefined peripherals/
functionalities of the device; and code for calculating an
amount of time the predefined peripherals/ functionalities
are attenuated based on a flash mode of the camera.
[0047] A computer program product as above, wherein
the code for attenuating further comprises code for
switching off the predefined peripherals/ functionalities
of the device.
[0048] A computer program product as above, wherein
the predefined peripherals/functionalities comprises at
least one of a display backlight, a display pixel, a graph-
ics/central processing unit clock, an integrated hands
free speaker, or a vibra motor of the device.
[0049] A computer program product as above, wherein
the camera comprises a first flash mode and a second
different flash mode, wherein a current optimization sys-
tem of the device is configured to calculate the amount
of time the predefined peripherals/functionalities are at-
tenuated based on a selected flash mode of the camera.
[0050] A computer program product as above, further
comprising code for disabling the attenuations after flash
pulses of a camera flash have been shot.
[0051] A computer program product as above, wherein
the code for receiving the command from the camera of
the device further comprises code for receiving a ’take
photo’ command from the camera of the device.
[0052] In another exemplary embodiment, an appara-
tus comprises a camera; means for attenuating prede-
fined peripherals/functionalities of the apparatus; and
means for calculating an amount of time the predefined
peripherals/functionalities are attenuated based on a
flash mode of the camera.
[0053] In another exemplary embodiment, the camera
comprises a first flash mode and a second different flash
mode, wherein means for calculating of the apparatus is
configured to calculate the amount of time the predefined
peripherals/functionalities are attenuated based on a se-
lected flash mode of the camera.
[0054] In another exemplary embodiment, the prede-
fined peripherals/functionalities comprises at least one
of a display backlight, a display pixel, a graphics/central
processing unit clock, an integrated hands free speaker,
or a vibra motor of the apparatus.
[0055] If desired, the different functions discussed
herein may be performed in a different order and/or con-
currently with each other. Furthermore, if desired, one or
more of the above-described functions may be optional
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or may be combined.
[0056] Although various aspects of the invention are
set out in the independent claims, other aspects of the
invention comprise other combinations of features from
the described embodiments and/or the dependent claims
with the features of the independent claims, and not sole-
ly the combinations explicitly set out in the claims.
[0057] It should be understood that the foregoing de-
scription is only illustrative of the invention. Various al-
ternatives and modifications can be devised by those
skilled in the art without departing from the invention.
Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all such
alternatives, modifications and variances which fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus (10), comprising:

a camera (26);
a camera flash (32); and
a current optimization system (34) connected to
the camera (26) and the camera flash (32),
wherein the current optimization system (34) is
configured to calculate a length of a shutdown
period for at least one component of the appa-
ratus based on a flash mode of the camera (26)
and a number of flash pulses to be shot, and
wherein the current optimization system (34) is
configured to partly shut down the at least one
component during the shutdown period.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the camera (26)
comprises a first flash mode and a second different
flash mode, and wherein the current optimization
system (34) is configured to calculate the length of
the shutdown period based on a selected flash mode
of the camera (26).

3. The apparatus of claim 1 or 2, wherein the current
optimization system (34) is configured to partly shut-
down at least one of a display backlight, a display
pixel, a graphics/central processing unit clock, an
integrated hands free speaker, or a vibra motor of
the apparatus to reduce power consumption in the
apparatus during camera flash operation.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the current opti-
mization system (34) is configured to switch off the
display backlight of the apparatus to reduce power
consumption in the apparatus during camera flash
operation, wherein the length of the shutdown period
is calculated based on the flash mode of the system.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the current opti-
mization system (34) is configured to switch off the
display backlight by shutting down a display back-

light driver of the apparatus to reduce power con-
sumption in the apparatus.

6. The apparatus of claim 4 or 5, wherein the current
optimization system (34) is configured to switch on
the display backlight after the flash pulses have been
shot.

7. The apparatus of any of claims 1 to 6, wherein the
apparatus comprises a mobile phone.

8. A method, comprising:

receiving a command from a camera (26) of a
device (10);
calculating a shutdown period for at least one
component of the device based on a flash mode
of the camera (26) and a number of flash pulses
to be shot, wherein the shutdown period defines
an amount of time the at least one component
is partly shut down; and
partly shutting down the at least one component
of the device (10).

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the at least one com-
ponent comprises at least one of a display backlight,
a display pixel, a graphics/central processing unit
clock, an integrated hands free speaker, or a vibra
motor of the device (10).

10. The method of claim 8 or 9, wherein the camera com-
prises a first flash mode and a second different flash
mode, wherein a current optimization system (34) of
the device (10) is configured to calculate the shut-
down period based on a selected flash mode of the
camera (26).

11. The method of any of claims 8 to 10, wherein the
receiving of the command from the camera (26) of
the device (10) further comprises receiving a ’take
photo’ command from the camera (26) of the device
(10).

12. A computer program comprising computer program
code means adapted to perform all the steps of the
method claim 8 when said program is run on a com-
puter.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung (10), die umfasst:

eine Kamera (26);
ein Kamerablitzlicht (32); und
ein Strom-Optimierungssystem (34), das mit der
Kamera (26) und dem Kamerablitzlicht (32) ver-
bunden ist, wobei das Strom-Optimierungssys-
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tem (34) so ausgeführt ist, dass es eine Dauer
einer Abschaltperiode für mindestens eine Kom-
ponente der Vorrichtung auf der Basis eines
Blitzmodus der Kamera (26) und einer Anzahl
von auszusendenden Blitzimpulsen berechnet,
und wobei das Strom-Optimierungssystem (34)
so ausgeführt ist, dass es die mindestens eine
Komponente während der Abschaltperiode ab-
schaltet.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Kamera (26)
einen ersten Blitzmodus und einen zweiten unter-
schiedlichen Blitzmodus umfasst und wobei das
Strom-Optimierungssystem (34) so ausgeführt ist,
dass es die Dauer der Abschaltperiode auf der Basis
des ausgewählten Blitzmodus der Kamera (26) be-
rechnet.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das
Strom-Optimierungssystem (34) so ausgeführt ist,
dass es mindestens eines einer Anzeige-Hinter-
leuchtung, eines Anzeigepixels, eines Grafik-/Zen-
tralverarbeitungseinheits-Taktgebers, einer inte-
grierten Freisprechanlage oder eines Vibrationsmo-
tors der Vorrichtung zumindest teilweise abschaltet,
um den Energieverbrauch in der Vorrichtung wäh-
rend eines Kamerablitzbetriebs zu verringern.

4. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei das Strom-Op-
timierungssystem (34) so ausgeführt ist, dass es die
Anzeige-Hinterleuchtung der Vorrichtung ausschal-
tet, um den Energieverbrauch in der Vorrichtung
während eines Kamerablitzbetriebs zu verringern,
wobei die Dauer der Abschaltperiode auf der Basis
des Blitzmodus des Systems berechnet wird.

5. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Strom-Op-
timierungssystem (34) so ausgeführt ist, dass es die
Anzeige-Hinterleuchtung durch Abschalten eines
Anzeige-Hinterleuchtungstreibers der Vorrichtung
ausschaltet, um den Energieverbrauch in der Vor-
richtung zu verringern.

6. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 4 oder 5, wobei das
Strom-Optimierungssystem (34) so ausgeführt ist,
dass es die Anzeige-Hinterleuchtung einschaltet,
nachdem die Blitzimpulse ausgesendet worden
sind.

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wo-
bei die Vorrichtung ein Mobiltelefon umfasst.

8. Verfahren, das umfasst:

Empfangen eines Befehls aus einer Kamera
(26) einer Einrichtung (10);
Berechnen einer Abschaltperiode für mindes-
tens eine Komponente der Einrichtung auf der

Basis eines Blitzmodus der Kamera (26) und ei-
ner Anzahl von auszusendenden Blitzimpulsen,
wobei die Abschaltperiode einen Zeitraum defi-
niert, in dem die mindestens eine Komponente
teilweise abgeschaltet ist; und
teilweises Abschalten der mindestens einen
Komponente der Einrichtung (10).

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, wobei die mindestens
eine Komponente mindestens eines einer Anzeige-
Hinterleuchtung, eines Anzeigepixels, eines Gra-
fik-/Zentralverarbeitungseinheits-Taktgebers, einer
integrierten Freisprechanlage oder eines Vibrations-
motors der Einrichtung (10) umfasst.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei die Ka-
mera einen ersten Blitzmodus und einen zweiten un-
terschiedlichen Blitzmodus umfasst, wobei ein
Strom-Optimierungssystem (34) der Einrichtung
(10) so ausgeführt ist, dass es die Abschaltperiode
auf der Basis eines ausgewählten Blitzmodus der
Kamera (26) berechnet.

11. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 10, wobei
das Empfangen des Befehls aus der Kamera (26)
der Einrichtung (10) ferner das Empfangen eines
"Foto aufnehmen"-Befehls aus der Kamera (26) der
Einrichtung (10) umfasst.

12. Computerprogramm, das ein Computerprogramm-
code-Mittel umfasst, welches so ausgebildet ist,
dass es sämtliche der Schritte des Verfahrensan-
spruchs 8 durchführt, wenn das Programm auf ei-
nem Computer läuft.

Revendications

1. Appareil (10), comprenant :

un appareil photo (26) ;
un flash d’appareil photo (32) ; et
un système d’optimisation de courant (34) relié
à l’appareil photo (26) et au flash d’appareil pho-
to (32), le système d’optimisation de courant
(34) étant configuré pour calculer une longueur
d’une période d’arrêt pour au moins un compo-
sant de l’appareil sur la base d’un mode de flash
de l’appareil photo (26) et d’un nombre d’impul-
sions de flash à délivrer, et le système d’optimi-
sation de courant (34) étant configuré pour ar-
rêter partiellement l’au moins un composant
pendant la période d’arrêt.

2. Appareil de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’appareil
photo (26) comprend un premier mode de flash et
un deuxième mode de flash différent, et dans lequel
le système d’optimisation de courant (34) est confi-
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guré pour calculer la longueur de la période d’arrêt
sur la base d’un mode de flash sélectionné de l’ap-
pareil photo (26).

3. Appareil de la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le
système d’optimisation de courant (34) est configuré
pour arrêter partiellement au moins un élément par-
mi un rétroéclairage d’écran, un pixel d’écran, une
horloge d’unité de traitement graphique/centrale, un
haut-parleur mains libres intégré, ou un moteur de
vibration de l’appareil pour réduire la consommation
d’énergie dans l’appareil pendant le fonctionnement
du flash d’appareil photo.

4. Appareil de la revendication 3, dans lequel le systè-
me d’optimisation de courant (34) est configuré pour
éteindre le rétroéclairage d’écran de l’appareil pour
réduire la consommation d’énergie dans l’appareil
pendant le fonctionnement du flash d’appareil photo,
la longueur de la période d’arrêt étant calculée sur
la base du mode de flash du système.

5. Appareil de la revendication 4, dans lequel le systè-
me d’optimisation de courant (34) est configuré pour
éteindre le rétroéclairage d’écran en arrêtant un pi-
lote de rétroéclairage d’écran de l’appareil pour ré-
duire la consommation d’énergie dans l’appareil.

6. Appareil de la revendication 4 ou 5, dans lequel le
système d’optimisation de courant (34) est configuré
pour allumer le rétroéclairage d’écran après que les
impulsions de flash ont été délivrées.

7. Appareil de l’une quelconque des revendications 1
à 6, l’appareil comprenant un téléphone mobile.

8. Procédé, comprenant :

la réception d’une commande provenant d’un
appareil photo (26) d’un dispositif (10) ;
le calcul d’une période d’arrêt pour au moins un
composant du dispositif sur la base d’un mode
de flash de l’appareil photo (26) et d’un nombre
d’impulsions de flash à délivrer, la période d’ar-
rêt définissant une quantité de temps pendant
laquelle l’au moins un composant est partielle-
ment arrêté ; et
l’arrêt partiel de l’au moins un composant du dis-
positif (10).

9. Procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel l’au
moins un composant comprend au moins un élément
parmi un rétroéclairage d’écran, un pixel d’écran,
une horloge d’unité de traitement graphique/centra-
le, un haut-parleur mains libres intégré, ou un moteur
de vibration du dispositif (10).

10. Procédé de la revendication 8 ou 9, dans lequel l’ap-

pareil photo comprend un premier mode de flash et
un deuxième mode de flash différent, un système
d’optimisation de courant (34) du dispositif (10) étant
configuré pour calculer la période d’arrêt sur la base
d’un mode de flash sélectionné de l’appareil photo
(26).

11. Procédé de l’une quelconque des revendications 8
à 10, dans lequel la réception de la commande pro-
venant de l’appareil photo (26) du dispositif (10) com-
prend en outre la réception d’une commande ’pren-
dre une photo’ provenant de la caméra (26) du dis-
positif (10).

12. Programme informatique comprenant un moyen de
code de programme informatique adapté pour effec-
tuer toutes les étapes du procédé de la revendication
8 quand ledit programme est exécuté sur un ordina-
teur.
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