
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

26
4 

43
6

A
1

TEPZZ¥ 644¥6A_T
(11) EP 3 264 436 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
03.01.2018 Bulletin 2018/01

(21) Application number: 17178738.5

(22) Date of filing: 29.06.2017

(51) Int Cl.:
H01H 50/04 (2006.01) H01R 13/187 (2006.01)

H02B 1/04 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(30) Priority: 29.06.2016 US 201615196749

(71) Applicant: Hamilton Sundstrand Corporation
Charlotte, NC 28217-4578 (US)

(72) Inventor: PAL, Debabrata
Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 (US)

(74) Representative: Hughes, Andrea Michelle
Dehns 
St Bride’s House 
10 Salisbury Square
London EC4Y 8JD (GB)

(54) CONTACTOR IN POWER DISTRIBUTION ASSEMBLY

(57) An electrical contactor assembly includes an
electrical contactor (54) having an electrical lead having
a contactor pin extending therefrom, an electrical bus bar
(50), and at least one post extending between the elec-
trical contactor and the electrical bus bar. The post is

constructed from an electrically and thermally conductive
material. The post includes an opening for receiving the
contactor pin and the opening includes a contactor-foil
material (128) disposed in contact with the pin.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention generally relates to the field of
electrical contactors and, more particularly, to a heat sink
for dissipating heat generated by an electrical contactor
connected to a mounting panel.
[0002] Contactor assemblies are used in electrical ap-
plications, such as aircraft power distribution systems,
where power and current flow control of a multi-phase
power distribution system is required. A contactor as-
sembly typically has a panel on which several electrical
contactors are mounted. Known mounting assemblies
used to mount electrical contactors to the panels are con-
structed of thermally and electrically resistive materials,
such as plastics or FR-4 for example.
[0003] Each of the contactors is connected to an elec-
trical bus bar with a plurality of mounting posts such that
current flows through the contactor and the correspond-
ing bus bar whenever the contactor is in a closed position.
In conventional assemblies, electrical leads extending
from the contactor are arranged in contact with an adja-
cent end of the mounting posts to electrically and ther-
mally couple the contactor to the bus bars. Imperfections
in the contact surfaces of the leads and mounting posts
may result in inconsistency in the voltage drop and there-
fore increased electrical resistance between the contac-
tor and the bus bar. As a result, this variability can add
to the amount of waste heat generated that needs to be
dissipated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0004] According to one embodiment, an electrical
contactor assembly includes an electrical contactor hav-
ing an electrical lead having a contactor pin extending
therefrom, an electrical bus bar, and at least one post
extending between the electrical contactor and the elec-
trical bus bar. The post is constructed from an electrically
and thermally conductive material. The post includes an
opening for receiving the contactor pin and the opening
includes a contactor-foil material disposed in contact with
the pin.
[0005] According to an alternative embodiment of the
invention, a mounting post of a contactor assembly in-
cludes a body having a first end configured to couple to
an electrical contactor and a second end configured to
couple to a bus bar. The body includes an opening having
a contactor-foil material disposed therein for contacting
a portion of the electrical contactor and the bus bar re-
ceivable therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The subject matter, which is regarded as the
invention, is particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed
in the claims at the conclusion of the specification. The

foregoing and other features, and advantages of the in-
vention are apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an aircraft;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a portion of an ex-
emplary power distribution network;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section of a contactor assembly in
a power distribution network according to an embod-
iment;

FIG. 4 is a side view of the contactor assembly of
FIG. 3 according to an embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a contactor of the
contactor assembly according to an embodiment;
and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a mounting post of
the contactor assembly according to another embod-
iment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Referring now to FIG. 1, an exemplary aircraft
10 including an electrical power distribution system is
illustrated. The aircraft 10 includes a power generation
system 20, which utilizes rotation within the jet engines
22 to generate either single phase or three phase elec-
trical power. The power is sent to a panel box 24 that
contains multiple electrical buses and contactor assem-
blies 100 for controlling how the power is distributed
throughout the aircraft 10. Through the use of the elec-
trical contactor assemblies 100, power may be controlled
for each onboard electrical system 26 independently.
[0008] An example of the interior of a panel box 24 is
illustrated in FIG. 2. The interior of the panel box 24 has
multiple electrical bus bars 50, which are interrupted by
electrical contactor connections 52. When the contactor
connections 52 are closed, electrical current and heat
are allowed to flow between the connected bus bars 50
and a contactor 54. In known systems, all of the excess
heat generated in the contactors 54 is transmitted to the
bus bars 50 for dissipation by radiation into the ambient
atmosphere.
[0009] Referring now to FIGS. 3 and 4, an example of
a contactor assembly 100, for connecting an electrical
contactor 54 to at least one bus bar 50, is illustrated. The
contactor assembly 100 has at least one post 104 for
connecting a contactor 54 to a first side of a bus bar 50
and at least one post 106 for connecting the contactor
54 to a second side of a bus bar 50. The electrical con-
tactor 54 connects to the posts 104, 106 of the contactor
assembly 100 via a set of electrical leads 108 using
known thermal and electrical connection techniques. The
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posts 104, 106 are electrically and thermally coupled to
the bus bars 50. The contactor assembly 100 additionally
includes a panel 110 including multiple holes (not shown)
through which the posts 104, 106 extend. In one embod-
iment, the posts 104, 106 are in direct contact with the
panel 110. A structural support 112 is positioned at the
interface between the posts 104, 106 and the panel 110
to mechanically fasten each post 104, 106 to the panel
110. In one embodiment, fasteners, such as screws for
example, connect the structural support 112 to the panel
110. Alternatively, the structural supports 112 may be
configured with a snap fit construction.
[0010] In the illustrated, non-limiting embodiment, one
or more heat sinks 120 (FIG. 3) are mounted to the panel
110 to facilitate heat dissipation from the assembly 100.
Incorporation of at least one heat sink 120 having multiple
fins or heat transfer surfaces increases the surface area
exposed to the ambient atmosphere. In combination, the
heat dissipated by the bus bars 50 and the at least one
heat sink 120 results in a higher heat generation toler-
ance for the contactor 54. However, it should be under-
stood that inclusion of the heat sink 120 is not mandatory
for operability of the contactor assembly 100.
[0011] With reference now to FIGS. 5 and 6, the con-
nection formed between the contactor 54 and the mount-
ing posts 104, 106 are illustrated and described in more
detail. As shown in FIG. 5, a cylindrical pin 122 is elec-
trically coupled to each of the plurality of electrical leads
108 extending from the contactor 102. Although the illus-
trated, non-limiting embodiment includes a single pin 122
associated with each electrical lead 108, embodiments
including a plurality of cylindrical pins associated with an
electrical lead 108 are also within the scope of the dis-
closure. The cylindrical pins 122 may be formed from any
electrically conductive material, such as aluminum or
copper for example, and may be connected to the leads
108 via any suitable process including, but not limited to
soldering, brazing, and welding for example.
[0012] An opening 124 corresponding to each of the
pins 122 is formed in the upper surface 126 of the mount-
ing posts 104, 106. Wrapped about at least a portion of
the interior periphery of each opening 124 is a contact
foil material 128. An example of a contact foil material
128 is illustrated in more detail in FIG. 7. As shown, the
contact foil material 128 has a relatively thin thickness
and includes a plurality of fins or teeth 130 that protrude
generally perpendicularly from a surface of the material
128.
[0013] The inner diameter of the contactor-foil material
128 is slightly smaller than the outer diameter of the cy-
lindrical pins 122 extending from the electrical leads 108.
As a result, when the contactor 54 is mounted to the
mounting posts 104, 106 by inserting the cylindrical pins
122 into the corresponding openings 124, the plurality of
fins 130 of the contactor foil material 128 engage and
form several points of contact with the cylindrical pins
128. In the illustrated, non-limiting embodiment, the con-
tactor 54 is illustrated as being vertically stacked relative

to the mounting posts 104, 106 and the bus bar 50. How-
ever, the contactor assembly 100 may have another ori-
entation, such as shown in FIG. 2 where the bus bar 50
is arranged within a vertical plane and the mounting posts
104, 106 extend generally horizontally between the bus
bars 50 and the contactor 54 for example. One or more
fasteners 129 (FIG. 4), such as screws or bolts for ex-
ample, may be used to couple a portion of the contactor
54 to an adjacent portion of the mounting posts 104, 106
to maintain the position of the contactor 54 relative to the
assembly 100.
[0014] In an embodiment, a similar type of connection
is formed between the bus bars 50 and each of the mount-
ing posts 104, 106. As shown, openings 132 having a
contactor-foil material 134 wrapped about an inner pe-
riphery are formed in the portion of the mounting posts
104, 106 adjacent the bus bar 50, such as the lower sur-
face 136 thereof for example. Pins 138 complementary
to the openings 132, extend from the bus bar 50 and are
each received within a corresponding opening 132 to
electrically and thermally couple the fins of the contact
foil material 134 and the pin 138. Alternatively, or in ad-
dition, one or more fasteners 140, such as shown in FIG.
3 for example, may be used to could the bus bar 50 to a
corresponding mounting post 104, 106.
[0015] This type of electrical connection formed be-
tween contactor pin 122 and mounting post 104, 106 will
provide a good connection in the event of any misalign-
ment in the contactor leads 108 relative to each other.
The disclosed interface provides two electrical connec-
tions with the bus bars 50. The first connection occurs
between the foil material 134 on the posts 104, 106 and
the pin 138 of the bus bar 50. The second connection
occurs between the surface of the posts 104, 106 and
the surface of the bus bar 50. In this manner, redundant
electrical connection is established, resulting in a re-
duced voltage drop across the post 104, 106 to bus bar
connection and thereby lower heat dissipation.
[0016] While the invention has been described in detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the invention is not
limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the in-
vention can be modified to incorporate any number of
variations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent ar-
rangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the scope of the invention as defined by
the claims. Additionally, while various embodiments of
the invention have been described, it is to be understood
that aspects of the invention may include only some of
the described embodiments. Accordingly, the invention
is not to be seen as limited by the foregoing description,
but is only limited by the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. An electrical contactor assembly comprising:
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an electrical contactor (54) including an electri-
cal lead (108) having a contactor pin (122) ex-
tending therefrom;
an electrical bus bar (50);
at least one post (104, 106) extending between
the electrical contactor and the electrical bus
bar, the post being constructed from an electri-
cally and thermally conductive material, wherein
the post includes an opening for receiving the
contactor pin, the opening including a contactor-
foil material (128) disposed in contact with the
pin.

2. The electrical contactor assembly according to claim
1, wherein the contactor-foil material is arranged
about an inner periphery of the opening.

3. The electrical contactor assembly according to claim
1 or 2, wherein an inner diameter of the contactor-
foil material is equal to or smaller than an inner di-
ameter of the pin.

4. The electrical contactor assembly according to claim
1, 2 or 3, wherein the contactor-foil material includes
an aluminum or copper material.

5. The electrical contactor assembly according to any
preceding claim, wherein the contactor-foil material
includes a plurality of fins (130) extending at an angle
to a surface of the contactor-foil material.

6. The electrical contactor assembly according to any
preceding claim, further comprising a fastener cou-
pling the electrical contactor to the at least one post.

7. The electrical contactor assembly according to any
preceding claim, wherein the bus bar includes a bus
bar pin and the at least one post includes a bus bar
opening within which the bus bar pin is received.

8. The electrical contactor assembly according to claim
7, wherein a contactor-foil material is arranged within
the bus bar opening such that when the bus bar pin
is positioned within the bus bar opening, the contac-
tor-foil material is arranged in contact with the bus
bar pin.

9. The electrical contactor assembly according to any
preceding claim, further comprising a fastener cou-
pling the bus bar to the at least one post.

10. The electrical contactor assembly according to any
preceding claim, further comprising a panel formed
from an electrically insulating material.

11. The electrical contactor assembly according to claim
10, further comprising a structural support positioned
at the interface between the at least one post and

the panel to mechanically fasten the at least one post
to the panel.

12. A mounting post of a contactor assembly comprising:

a body including a first end configured to couple
to an electrical contactor and a second end con-
figured to couple to a bus bar, the body including
an opening having a contactor-foil material dis-
posed therein for contacting a portion of the elec-
trical contactor and the bus bar receivable there-
in.

13. The mounting post of claim 12, wherein the body is
formed from an electrically and thermally conductive
material.

14. The mounting post of claim 12, wherein the contac-
tor-foil material is wrapped about an inner periphery
of the opening.

15. The mounting post of claim 12, wherein the contac-
tor-foil material includes a plurality of fins extending
at an angle to a surface of the contactor-foil material.
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