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(54) PACKAGING FOR A REEL OF MEDICAL INJECTION DEVICES

(57) The invention relates to a packaging for a reel
of medical injection devices, comprising a base tray (1)
for supporting said reel (R), characterized in that it further
comprises at least two flat ribs (2, 3) each comprising a
respective slot (20, 30) arranged such that the ribs (2, 3)
can be interlocked with one another by mutual engage-

ment of said slots (20, 30), and in that the base tray (1)
comprises at least two pairs of peripheral openings (11,
11’, 12, 12’), each opening being configured to receive
an end (21, 22, 31, 32) of a rib, so that the base tray (1)
and interlocked flat ribs (2, 3) engaging the base tray (1)
form a frame configured for enclosing the reel (R).
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a packaging for a reel
of medical injection devices, and a process for manufac-
turing such a packaging.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] BD Uniject™ disposable medical injection de-
vices are collectively provided in the form of a reel, each
device being intended to be separated from the reel in
order to be used.
[0003] The current packaging is illustrated in FIG. 1.
The arrows show successive steps of the manufacturing
process of said packaging.
[0004] The packaging comprises a base tray 100 that
supports the reel R. The base tray 100 comprises a cen-
tral protrusion 101 around which the reel R is wrapped.
[0005] The packaging further comprises a cover 200
in the form of a planar sheet arranged on the side of the
reel R opposite the base tray 100.
[0006] The base tray 100, reel R and cover 200 are
then introduced in a polyethylene bag 300 that is vacuum
sealed in order to maintain sterility of the medical injection
devices D.
[0007] Said packagings can then be stacked on each
other into cardboard boxes. Bubble wrap is used to pro-
tect the medical injection devices of each packaging from
shocks that could generate crashing and/or unintentional
activation of the devices.
[0008] However, there remains a need for reducing the
material used, the weight and cost of such a packaging.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] A goal of the invention is to provide a packaging
that allows savings in terms of material used, weight and
cost, without substantially affecting the manufacturing
process of the reels. This improved packaging should
also allow protecting the medical injection devices from
crashing and/or from unintentional activation.
[0010] Accordingly, the invention provides a packaging
for a reel of medical injection devices, comprising a base
tray for supporting said reel, characterized in that it further
comprises at least two flat ribs each comprising a respec-
tive slot arranged such that the ribs can be interlocked
with one another by mutual engagement of said slots,
and in that the base tray comprises at least two pairs of
peripheral openings, each opening being configured to
receive an end of a rib, so that the base tray and inter-
locked flat ribs engaging the base tray form a frame con-
figured for enclosing the reel.
[0011] By "flat" is meant that the main surfaces of the
ribs extend in parallel planes, without any protrusion aris-
ing out from said planes.
[0012] According to an embodiment, the base tray is

circular and both openings of each pair of peripheral
openings are diametrically opposite.
[0013] Preferably, the two pairs of peripheral openings
are arranged such that the interlocked flat ribs engaging
the base tray are perpendicular to each other.
[0014] According to an embodiment, each flat rib com-
prises a central foot, the respective slot being arranged
in said central foot, and the base tray comprises a central
opening configured to receive the central feet of the in-
terlocked flat ribs.
[0015] The central foot of each flat rib has a first side
opposite the base tray, and a second side opposite the
first side, and the slot of a first rib extends from the first
side of the foot, and the slot of a second rib extends from
the second side of the foot.
[0016] According to an embodiment, the base tray and
the flat ribs are made from a corrugated polystyrene
sheet.
[0017] Alternatively, the base tray and the flat ribs may
be made from corrugated cardboard.
[0018] Another object of the invention is a process for
manufacturing such a packaging, comprising:

- providing the base tray;
- arranging the reel of medical injection devices onto

the base tray;
- slotting each flat rib onto the base tray, thereby in-

terlocking the ribs via their respective slots, so as to
maintain the reel of medical injection devices be-
tween the base tray and the interlocked ribs.

[0019] According to an embodiment, said process fur-
ther comprises forming at least one of the base tray and
the flat ribs by die-cutting a corrugated polystyrene or
cardboard sheet.
[0020] In addition, the process may further comprise
enclosing the base tray, the reel of medical injection de-
vices and the interlocked ribs in a vacuum sealed bag.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] Other features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the detailed description that follows,
based on the appended drawings wherein:

- FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a packaging for BD
Uniject™ disposable medical injection devices ac-
cording to the prior art;

- FIG. 2 schematically illustrates components of a
packaging according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

- FIGS. 3 and 4 schematically illustrate a packaging
according to an embodiment of the invention, without
and with the injection devices;

- FIGS. 5A to 5H schematically illustrate process steps
for packaging a reel of BD Uniject™ disposable med-
ical injection devices.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0022] FIG. 2 illustrates the main components of a
packaging for a reel of medical injection devices accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.
[0023] The packaging mainly comprises three compo-
nents: a tray 1 and two interlocked flat ribs 2 and 3 en-
gaging the tray 1 so as to maintain the reel R of medical
injection devices between the tray 1 and the ribs 2 and 3.
[0024] The medical injection devices may be BD Uni-
ject™ single-use medical injection devices or any other
medical injection devices provided as a reel.
[0025] As will be seen in more detail below, the tray 1
and ribs 2, 3 are flat, which means that they can be man-
ufactured with a very simple and cheap process, e.g. by
die-cutting a sheet of a suitable material, such as corru-
gated polystyrene or corrugated cardboard. The thick-
ness of said sheet is of about 6 mm. Of course, the tray
1 and ribs 2, 3 could be manufactured by another suitable
process, such as molding, without departing from the
scope of the present invention.
[0026] The tray 1 generally presents a disc shape, with
a diameter larger than the diameter of the reel R of med-
ical injection devices.
[0027] The tray 1 comprises two pairs of peripheral
openings 11, 11’, 12, 12’ arranged such that the openings
of each pair of peripheral openings 11, 11’, and 12, 12’
are diametrically opposite. Preferably, adjacent openings
are arranged at 90° with respect to each other. The dis-
tance between the openings of each pair is greater than
the diameter of the reel R of medical injection devices.
[0028] The ribs 2, 3 have substantially the same gen-
eral shape, including a central foot 23, 33 from which
extend two angled arms. Each arm extends on both sides
of the central foot 23, and has a first portion that is sub-
stantially perpendicular to the central foot and a second
portion substantially perpendicular to the first portion.
Each end 21, 22, 31, 32 of the arms of ribs 2, 3 are con-
figured so as to engage a respective opening 11, 11’, 12,
12’ of the tray 1.
[0029] To that end, the shape and size of the ends 21,
22, 31, 32 are selected to substantially match the shape
and size of the openings 11, 11’, 12, 12’. Preferably, the
size of the openings 11, 11’, 12, 12’ is slightly greater
than the size of the ends 21, 22, 31 32 so as to allow an
easy insertion of the ribs 2, 3 onto the tray 1.
[0030] Advantageously, the ends 21, 22, 31, 32 are
provided with an abutment in order to control the depth
of their insertion with respect to the tray 1. This allows
controlling the distance h between the ribs 2, 3 and the
tray 1, which must be sufficient to contain the reel R with-
out exerting any pressure onto the medical containers
(see FIGS. 3 and 4).
[0031] The ribs 2, 3 comprise a respective slot 20, 30
provided in the central foot 23, 33 such that the ribs 2, 3
can be interlocked with one another by mutual engage-
ment of said slots 20, 30.

[0032] To that end, the slot 20 of rib 2 extends from
the base 231 of the central foot 23 that faces the tray, up
to the middle of the central foot 23.
[0033] Accordingly, the slot 30 of rib 3 extends from
the top 330 of the central foot 33, which is oriented op-
posite the tray, down to the middle of the central foot.
The base of the foot 33 opposite to the top 330 is referred
to as 331.
[0034] The width of the slots 20, 30 substantially cor-
respond to the thickness of the ribs 2, 3.
[0035] Thus, when the rib 2 is put over the rib 3 such
that the slots 20, 30 engage each other, the ribs 2, 3 form
a substantially stable and stiff assembly, the ribs 2, 3
being retained by mutual friction. At the same time, the
ends 21, 22, 31, 32 are engaged into the openings 11,
11’, 12, 12’ of the tray 1.
[0036] Preferably, the interlocked ribs 2, 3 are perpen-
dicular to each other.
[0037] Advantageously, the sides 230, 330 of the ribs
2, 3 opposite the tray 1 are linear and the slots 20, 30
are configured such that in the interlocked configuration
of the ribs, the sides 230, 330 are coplanar. As a result,
the sides 230, 330 can form a support surface for a flat
tray of another packaging stacked onto them.
[0038] According to a preferred embodiment, as visible
on FIG 2, the tray 1 further comprises a central opening
10, which is for example circular.
[0039] When the different components of the packag-
ing are assembled, the opening 10 receives the central
feet 23, 33 of the interlocked ribs 2, 3. The reel R of
medical injection devices thus extends around the central
feet 23, 33. This arrangement with the packaging of the
invention allows further stabilizing the reel of medical in-
jection devices in the packaging. Besides, the tray 1 is
thus simpler and quicker to manufacture than the tray
100 known from the prior art, as visible on Figure 1.
[0040] FIGS. 5A-5H show successive steps of the
manufacturing process of the packaging of the invention.
[0041] With reference to FIG. 5A, the tray 1 is mounted
on a winding machine (not shown), the central opening
10 engaging a mandrel M of the winding machine (the
arrow shows the direction of insertion of the tray onto the
longitudinal axis A.
[0042] With reference to FIG. 5B, the reel R of medical
injection devices is wrapped (as shown by the arrow)
around the mandrel M of the winding machine and lies
onto the tray 1. The step of winding the reel is substan-
tially the same as in the prior art, apart from the fact that
since the tray 1 is flat, the central protrusion 101 of the
prior art tray 100 is replaced by the mandrel M.
[0043] With reference to FIG. 5C, the tray 1 with the
reel R are removed from the mandrel M (see direction
indicated by the arrow).
[0044] As can be seen in FIG. 5D, there thus remains
a central void V in the reel R, corresponding to the man-
drel M of the winding machine.
[0045] With reference to FIG. 5E, ribs 3 and 2 are as-
sembled with the tray 1 (see direction indicated by the
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arrow) supporting the reel R of the medical injection de-
vices, the central feet 23,33 being interlocked by the slots
20,30 and engaging the central void V of the reel R and
the central opening 10 of the tray 1. Meanwhile, the ends
21, 22, 31, 32 of the ribs 2, 3 engage the peripheral open-
ings 11, 11’, 12, 12’ of the tray 1.
[0046] The assembly comprising the packaging of the
invention together with the reel R of medical injection
device is shown in FIG. 5F.
[0047] With reference to FIG. 5G, the assembly is en-
closed into a bag 4 and is then vacuum sealed. Such a
bag is known per se and comprises for example two pol-
yethylene layers. The medical injection devices are thus
protected from external contamination.
[0048] The manufacturing steps described above are
generally performed in a clean room.
[0049] With reference to FIG. 5H, a plurality of such
assemblies (each enclosed in a respective vacuum
sealed bag) can be stacked onto each other in a card-
board box 5 for storage and/or shipping.
[0050] With the packaging of the invention the medical
injection devices are protected from shocks and pressure
by the three-dimensional skeletal structure formed by the
two-dimensional tray and ribs of each packaging. Thus,
crashing or unintentional activation of the medical injec-
tion devices can be avoided.
[0051] In particular, on the one hand, the tray of a pack-
aging bears in a stable way onto the right-angled inter-
locked ribs of an underlying packaging. On the other
hand, since the ribs also extend along the periphery of
the reel, they provide a peripheral protection of the med-
ical injection devices. Besides, the weight of the packag-
ing is substantially reduced as compared to the prior art
packaging.
[0052] As a result, the packaging according to the in-
vention allows reducing use of bubble wrap in the card-
board boxes, while being very simple and cheap to man-
ufacture and assemble.

Claims

1. Packaging for a reel of medical injection devices,
comprising a base tray (1) for supporting said reel
(R), characterized in that it further comprises at
least two flat ribs (2, 3) each comprising a respective
slot (20, 30) arranged such that the ribs (2, 3) can
be interlocked with one another by mutual engage-
ment of said slots (20, 30), and in that the base tray
(1) comprises at least two pairs of peripheral open-
ings (11, 11’, 12, 12’), each opening being configured
to receive an end (21, 22, 31, 32) of a rib, so that the
base tray (1) and interlocked flat ribs (2, 3) engaging
the base tray (1) form a frame configured for enclos-
ing the reel (R).

2. Packaging according to claim 1, wherein the base
tray (1) is circular and both openings of each pair of

peripheral openings (11, 11’, 12, 12’) are diametri-
cally opposite.

3. Packaging according to claim 2, wherein the two
pairs of peripheral openings (11, 11’, 12, 12’) are
arranged such that the interlocked flat ribs (2, 3) en-
gaging the base tray (1) are perpendicular to each
other.

4. Packaging according to one of claims 1 to 3, wherein
each flat rib (2, 3) comprises a central foot (23, 33),
the respective slot (20, 30) being arranged in said
central foot (23, 33), and the base tray (1) comprises
a central opening (10) configured to receive the cen-
tral feet (23, 33) of the interlocked flat ribs (2, 3).

5. Packaging according to claim 4, wherein the central
foot (23, 33) of each flat rib (2, 3) has a first side
(230, 330) opposite the base tray, and a second side
(231, 331) opposite the first side, and the slot (30)
of a first rib (3) extends from the first side (330) of
the foot (33), and the slot (20) of a second rib (2)
extends from the second side (231) of the foot (23).

6. Packaging according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the base tray (1) and the flat ribs (2, 3) are made
from a corrugated polystyrene sheet.

7. Packaging according to one of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the base tray (1) and the flat ribs (2, 3) are made
from corrugated cardboard.

8. Process for manufacturing the packaging of one of
claims 1 to 7, comprising:

- providing the base tray (1);
- arranging the reel (R) of medical injection de-
vices onto the base tray (1);
- slotting each flat rib (2, 3) onto the base tray,
thereby interlocking the ribs (2, 3) via their re-
spective slots (20, 30), so as to maintain the reel
(R) of medical injection devices between the
base tray (1) and the interlocked ribs (2, 3).

9. Process according to claim 8, further comprising
forming at least one of the base tray (1) and the flat
ribs (2, 3) by die-cutting a corrugated polystyrene or
cardboard sheet.

10. Process according to claim 8 or claim 9, further com-
prising enclosing the base tray (1), the reel (R) of
medical injection devices and the interlocked ribs (2,
3) in a vacuum sealed bag (4).
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