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Description 

BACKGROUND  OF  THE  INVENTION 

1.  Field  of  the  Invention: 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  water  mixing 
device  that  mixes  hot  and  cold  water  at  a  preset 
mixing  ratio  which  can  be  regulated  to  obtain  a 
desired  final  water  temperature. 

2.  Description  of  the  Related  Art: 

An  example  of  such  water  mixing  device  as 
defined  in  the  preamble  of  claim  1  is  disclosed  in 
Japanese  Patent  Laid-open  Publication  No.  61- 
140685  published  on  June  27,  1986. 

The  disclosed  device  includes,  as  re-illustrated 
here  in  Fig.  1  of  the  accompanying  drawings,  a 
hot-water  passage  1,  a  cold-water  passage  2,  and 
an  automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  3  disposed 
in  connection  with  the  water  passages  1,  2.  The 
automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  3  is  composed 
of  a  hot-water  side  valve  element  4  for  reducing  the 
primary  pressure  in  the  hot-water  passage  1  ,  a  hot- 
water  side  valve  seat  5,  a  cold-water  side  valve 
element  6  for  reducing  the  primary  pressure  in  the 
cold-water  passage  2,  a  cold-water  side  valve  seat 
7,  a  connecting  member  or  means  8  for  intercon- 
necting  the  hot-water  side  valve  element  4  and  the 
cold-water  side  valve  element  6,  and  a  piston  9 
movable  in  response  to  a  differential  pressure  cre- 
ated  between  the  primary  pressure  of  hot  water 
and  the  primary  pressure  of  cold  water  that  have 
been  reduced  by  the  respective  valve  elements  4, 
6.  When  the  pressure  of  hot  water  or  the  pressure 
of  cold  water  changes  suddenly,  the  automatic 
pressure  regulating  valve  3  is  immediately  respon- 
sive  to  a  differential  pressure  thus  created  so  as  to 
balance  the  secondary  pressure  of  hot  water  and 
the  secondary  pressure  of  cold  water  at  all  times. 
Hot  water  and  cold  water  are  mixed  up  with  each 
other  at  a  mixing  ratio  which  can  be  varied  by  a 
temperature  regulating  valve  12  driven  by  a  motor 
11  to  regulate  the  final  water  temperature.  13  de- 
notes  a  mixing  portion  or  chamber  in  which  hot 
water  and  cold  water  are  mixed.  Thereafter,  the 
temperature  controlled  water  is  discharged  through 
a  power-driven  flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  14.  The 
final  water  temperature  is  detected  by  a  mixed 
water  temperature  detecting  means  or  sensor  such 
as  a  thermistor  15.  At  the  same  time,  the  flow  rate 
of  the  temperature-controlled  water  is  detected  by 
a  flow  rate  detecting  means  or  sensor  16.  Detected 
values  from  the  respective  sensors  15,  16  are 
delivered  to  a  control  means  or  unit  18  which  in 
turn  controls  the  operation  of  the  motor  1  1  and  the 
flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  14  until  the  detected 

values  become  equal  to  the  setting  values  set  by  a 
setting  means  or  setter  17. 

The  known  water  mixing  device  however  has 
various  drawbacks  as  follows. 

5  Since  the  pressure  regulating  valve  3  and  the 
temperature  regulating  valve  12  are  independent  of 
each  other,  the  water  mixing  device  is  large  in  size 
and  complicated  in  construction  and  further  in- 
duces  a  large  pressure  loss  and  hence  is  not 

io  suitable  for  an  application  in  which  a  large  flow  rate 
is  a  major  requirement.  If  the  pressure  regulating 
valve  3  is  omitted,  the  pressure  of  hot  and  cold 
water  acts  directly  on  the  temperature  regulating 
valve  12.  As  the  water  pressure  is  variable,  an 

75  excessively  large  driving  force  is  necessary  to  op- 
erate  the  temperature  regulating  valve  12  without 
being  influenced  by  the  change  in  water  pressure. 
Furthermore,  the  response  of  the  motor-driven  tem- 
perature  regulating  valve  12  is  relatively  low  and 

20  therefore  a  quick  temperature  adjusting  operation  is 
difficult  to  achieve.  When  an  electric  power  supply 
is  interrupted,  the  motor  11  is  brought  to  a  halt  and 
the  temperature  regulating  valve  12  is  locked  in 
position.  In  this  instance,  if  the  hot  water  supply 

25  temperature  rises  or,  alternatively,  if  the  cold  water 
supply  pressure  drops,  the  final  water  temperature 
is  elevated  to  an  extent  that  the  user  may  be 
damaged  by  excessively  heated  water.  Addition- 
ally,  manual  operation  of  the  known  water  mixing 

30  device  is  difficult  to  achieve  unless  a  complicated 
mechanism  is  provided. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

35  With  the  foregoing  drawbacks  of  the  prior  art  in 
view,  it  is  an  object  of  the  present  invention  to 
provide  a  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device 
which  is  compact  in  size,  simple  in  construction, 
and  highly  reliable  and  safe  in  operation. 

40  In  brief,  a  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  de- 
vice  of  the  present  invention  includes  a  balancing 
valve  having  a  hot-water  side  valve  element  and  a 
cold-water  side  valve  element,  and  a  variable  bal- 
ancing  means  for  changing  the  valve  position  to 

45  thereby  vary  the  flow  ratio  between  hot  water  and 
cold  water.  In  other  words,  the  secondary  pressure 
of  hot  and  cold  water  can  be  varied  by  a  biasing 
means  so  that  the  hot  water-to-cold  water  flow  ratio 
is  changed  to  regulate  the  final  water  temperature. 

50  The  balancing  valve  thus  constructed  has  the  func- 
tion  of  a  pressure  regulating  valve  and  the  function 
of  a  temperature  regulating  valve. 

More  particularly,  according  to  the  present  in- 
vention,  there  is  provided  a  hot-water  and  cold- 

55  water  mixing  device  comprising  a  hot-water  pas- 
sage  and  a  cold-water  passage,  a  hot-water  side 
valve  element  for  reducing  a  primary  pressure  in 
said  hot-water  passage  and  a  cold-water  side  valve 
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element  for  reducing  a  primary  pressure  in  said 
cold-water  passage,  connecting  means  for  transmit- 
ting  a  differential  pressure  created  between  a  sec- 
ondary  pressure  of  hot-water  acting  on  said  hot- 
water  side  valve  element  and  a  secondary  pressure  5 
of  cold-water  acting  on  said  cold-water  side  valve 
element,  biasing  means  for  producing  a  biasing 
force  acting  in  conjunction  with  said  differential 
pressure  on  said  connecting  means,  a  mixing  por- 
tion  for  permitting  hot  and  cold  water  to  blend  10 
together,  and  hot-water  side  flow  resistance  means 
disposed  between  a  secondary  side  of  said  hot- 
water  side  valve  element  and  said  mixing  portion 
and  cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  dis- 
posed  between  a  secondary  side  of  said  cold-water  is 
side  valve  element  and  said  mixing  portion,  char- 
acterized  in  that  said  biasing  means  is  a  variable 
biasing  means  drivable  under  the  control  of  an 
external  driving  force  for  producing  a  variable  bias- 
ing  force  acting  in  conjunction  with  said  differential  20 
pressure  on  said  connecting  means,  and  in  that 
said  hot-water  side  flow  resistance  means  and  said 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  are  unre- 
sponsive  to  said  external  driving  force. 

The  above  and  other  objects,  features  and  ad-  25 
vantages  of  the  present  invention  will  become  more 
apparent  from  the  following  description  when  mak- 
ing  reference  to  the  detailed  description  and  the 
accompanying  sheets  of  drawings  in  which  pre- 
ferred  structural  embodiments  incorporating  the  30 
principles  of  the  present  invention  are  shown  by 
way  of  illustrative  example. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 
35 

Fig.  1  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  conventional  water  mixing  device; 
Fig.  2  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  first 
embodiment  of  the  present  invention;  40 
Fig.  3  is  a  graph  showing  the  bias  characteris- 
tics  of  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  2; 
Fig.  4  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  2,  but  showing  a 
water  mixing  device  according  to  a  second  em- 
bodiment;  45 
Fig.  5  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  a  third  em- 
bodiment,  the  device  incorporating  a  flow  resis- 
tance  means  disposed  between  each  valve  ele- 
ment  and  a  mixing  portion  for  providing  a  flow  so 
resistance  variable  with  the  flow  rate  of  supply 
water; 
Fig.  6  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  5,  but  showing  a 
water  mixing  device  according  to  a  fourth  em- 
bodiment  including  a  linear  flow  resistance  55 
means; 
Fig.  7  is  a  graph  showing  the  characteristics  of 
the  linear  flow  resistance  means  shown  in  Fig.  6; 

Fig.  8  is  a  schematic  view  showing  the  construc- 
tion  of  the  linear  flow  resistance  means; 
Fig.  9  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  fifth 
embodiment,  the  device  including  a  differential 
pressure  generating  means  movable  in  unison 
with  a  connecting  means  interconnecting  a  hot- 
water  side  valve  element  and  a  cold-water  side 
valve  element; 
Fig.  10  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  sixth 
embodiment  including  a  variable  throttle  dis- 
posed  between  each  valve  element  and  a  mix- 
ing  part; 
Fig.  11  is  a  graph  showing  the  characteristics  of 
the  variable  throttle; 
Fig.  12  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  seventh 
embodiment  including  two  variable  throttles  in- 
tegral  with  hot-  and  cold-water  side  valve  ele- 
ments,  respectively; 
Fig.  13  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  an  eighth 
embodiment,  the  device  including  a  balancing 
means; 
Fig.  14  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  13,  but  showing 
a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  ninth  em- 
bodiment; 
Fig.  15  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  tenth 
embodiment; 
Fig.  16  is  a  block  diagram  showing  the  construc- 
tion  of  a  typical  control  unit  incorporated  in  the 
water  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  15; 
Fig.  17  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  16,  but  showing 
a  modified  control  unit; 
Fig.  18  is  a  graph  showing  the  bias  characteris- 
tics  of  the  control  unit  shown  in  Fig.  17; 
Fig.  19  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  an  elev- 
enth  embodiment  of  the  present  invention; 
Fig.  20  is  a  fragmentary  cross-sectional  view  of 
a  position  indicator  incorporated  in  the  water 
mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  19; 
Fig.  21  A  is  a  front  elevational  view  of  the  posi- 
tion  indicator; 
Fig.  21  B  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  21  A,  but 
showing  a  modified  form  of  the  position  indica- 
tor; 
Fig.  22  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  20,  but  showing 
an  alternative  position  indicator; 
Fig.  23  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  twelfth 
embodiment,  the  device  incorporating  a  biasing 
means  of  the  non-contact  type; 
Fig.  24  is  a  view  similar  to  Fig.  23,  but  showing 
a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  thirteenth 
embodiment  including  a  variable  biasing  means 
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including  a  permanent  magnet; 
Fig.  25  is  a  graph  showing  the  characteristics  of 
a  variable  magnetic  force  generating  means  in- 
corporated  in  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in 
Fig.  24; 
Fig.  26  is  a  diagrammatical  cross-sectional  view 
of  a  water  mixing  device  according  to  a  four- 
teenth  embodiment,  the  device  including  a  vari- 
able  biasing  means  composed  of  a  magnetic 
substance  and  a  spring; 
Fig.  27  is  a  graph  showing  the  characteristics  of 
a  variable  magnetic  force  generating  means  in- 
corporated  in  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in 
Fig.  26;  and 
Fig.  28  is  a  graph  showing  the  characteristics  of 
the  variable  biasing  means. 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring  to  the  drawings,  wherein  like  refer- 
ence  characters  designate  like  or  corresponding 
parts  throughout  the  several  views,  and  more  par- 
ticularly  to  Fig.  2,  there  is  shown  a  hot-water  and 
cold-water  mixing  device  according  to  a  first  em- 
bodiment  of  the  present  invention. 

The  water  mixing  device  includes  a  hot-water 
passage  19  and  a  cold-water  passage  20  con- 
nected  to  a  valve  housing  23  via  check  valves  (not 
designated)  respectively,  for  the  passage  thereth- 
rough  of  hot  water  and  cold  water,  the  hot  and  cold 
water  passages  19,  20  further  extending  into  the 
valve  housing  23.  A  mixing  valve  (pressure  regulat- 
ing  valve)  21  is  disposed  across  the  hot  and  cold 
water  passages  19,  20  within  the  valve  housing  23. 
The  mixing  valve  21  is  disposed  adjacent  to  a 
cylinder  24  mounted  in  the  valve  housing  23  and 
defining  part  of  the  hot  and  cold  water  passages 
19,  20.  The  cylinder  24  has  on  its  opposite  end 
faces  a  hot-water  side  valve  seat  25  and  a  cold- 
water  side  valve  seat  26  which  are  spaced  from  a 
hot-water  side  valve  element  27  and  a  cold-water 
side  valve  element  28  of  the  mixing  valve  21  for 
reducing  the  primary  pressure  of  hot  and  cold 
water.  The  hot-water  side  valve  element  27  and  the 
cold-water  side  valve  element  28  are  connected 
together  by  a  connecting  means  29.  The  connect- 
ing  means  comprises  a  common  shaft  29  on  which 
the  valve  elements  27,  28  are  mounted  in  spaced 
apart  relation  to  one  another  in  the  axial  direction  of 
the  common  shaft  29.  A  piston  30  is  mounted  on 
the  common  shaft  29  and  disposed  centrally  be- 
tween  the  valve  elements  27  to  separate  the  hot- 
water  passage  19  and  the  cold-water  passage  20. 
The  common  shaft  29  is  provided  with  a  pair  of 
turbines  31,  32  disposed  respectively  between  the 
hot-water  side  valve  element  27  and  the  piston  30 
and  between  the  piston  30  and  the  cold-water  side 

valve  element  28.  The  turbines  31  each  have  a 
plurality  of  skewed  turbine  blades  and  constitute  a 
rotating  means  responsive  to  the  water  flow  for 
rotating  the  common  shaft  29  about  its  own  axis. 

5  The  common  shaft  29  is  connected  at  its  one  end 
to  a  permanent  magnet  33  which  is  selectively 
attracted  and  repelled  by  a  variable  biasing  means 
35  to  axially  move  the  common  shaft  29  and, 
therefore,  the  valve  elements  27,  28  and  the  piston 

io  30  mounted  on  the  common  shaft  29.  The  variable 
biasing  means  35  comprises  a  solenoid  disposed 
on  the  outside  of  the  valve  housing  23  and  sepa- 
rated  from  the  permanent  magnet  33  by  a  partition 
wall  34. 

is  The  hot-water  side  valve  element  27,  the  cold- 
water  side  valve  element  28  and  the  piston  30  have 
substantially  a  same  pressure-receiving  area  and 
hence  they  are  capable  of  canceling  out  or  balanc- 
ing  the  primary  pressure  of  hot  water  and  the 

20  primary  pressure  of  cold  water.  Accordingly,  when 
the  variable  biasing  means  35  is  in  the  inoperative 
stop  state  and  hence  does  not  exert  a  biasing  force 
on  the  permanent  magnet  33,  the  secondary  pres- 
sure  of  hot  water  and  the  secondary  pressure  of 

25  cold  water  become  equal.  When  the  variable  bias- 
ing  means  35  operates  to  exert  a  biasing  force  on 
the  permanent  magnet  33,  the  valve  elements  27, 
28  move  in  a  same  direction  so  that  the  secondary 
pressure  on  one  side  differs  from  the  secondary 

30  pressure  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  value  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  value  obtained  by  dividing  the  bias- 
ing  force  by  the  pressure-receiving  area.  On  the 
downstream  sides  of  the  respective  valve  elements 
27,  28,  the  hot-water  passage  19  and  the  cold- 

35  water  passage  20  join  together  at  a  mixing  portion 
or  chamber  36  via  fixed  or  stationary  orifices  37, 
38,  respectively.  The  orifices  37,  38  confront  to- 
gether  and  each  serve  as  a  fixed  flow  resistance 
means  for  opposing  the  flow  of  water  passing 

40  therethrough.  Hot  water  and  cold  water  are  con- 
tracted  as  they  passes  respectively  through  the 
orifices  37,  38  and  then  impinge  together.  The 
orifices  37,  38  thus  provided  also  serve  to  promote 
the  mixing  of  hot  and  cold  water,  thereby  improving 

45  the  control  response  characteristics  of  the  mixing 
device.  A  mixed-water  temperature  detecting 
means  or  sensor  39  such  as  a  thermistor  is  dis- 
posed  downstream  of  the  mixing  portion  36  for 
detecting  the  temperature  of  water  flowing  from  the 

50  mixing  portion  36  toward  a  mixed-water  passage 
42.  The  mixed-water  temperature  sensor  39  deliv- 
ers  a  signal  representing  the  detected  mixed-water 
temperature  to  a  control  means  or  unit  40.  The 
control  unit  40  controls  the  operation  of  the  variable 

55  basing  means  35  until  the  detected  mixing-water 
temperatures  is  in  equal  to  a  setting  temperature 
set  by  a  temperature  setting  means  or  setter  41. 
The  mixed-water  passage  42  has  a  downstream 
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end  connected  to  a  flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  43 
which  in  turn  regulates  the  flow  rate  of  mixed-water 
and  also  controls  start  and  stop  modes  of  the 
mixed-water  supply  operation. 

The  water  mixing  device  of  the  foregoing  con- 
struction  operates  as  follows. 

When  the  temperature  setter  41  is  operated  to 
set  a  desired  water  temperature,  the  flow  regulating 
shutoff  valve  43  is  operated  to  open,  thereby  per- 
mitting  hot  and  cold  water  to  flow  through  the  water 
mixing  device.  Hot  water  and  cold  water  flow  re- 
spectively  through  the  hot-  and  cold-water  pas- 
sages  19,  20  into  the  cylinder  24  and  then  they 
pass  through  the  respective  valve  elements  27,  28. 
In  this  instance,  the  water  pressure  on  one  side  of 
the  cylinder  becomes  greater  than  the  water  pres- 
sure  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  value  equivalent  to 
a  biasing  force  exerted  on  the  valve  elements  27, 
28  by  the  variable  biasing  means  35.  For  example, 
when  the  variable  biasing  means  35  attracts  the 
permanent  magnet  33  to  shift  the  valve  elements 
27,  28  rightward  in  Fig.  2,  the  pressure  of  cold 
water  increases  by  a  value  corresponding  to  a 
value  obtained  by  dividing  an  attracting  force  by  a 
pressure-receiving  area  of  the  piston  30  or  the 
valve  elements  27,  28.  Alternatively  when  the  vari- 
able  biasing  means  35  exerts  a  repelling  force  on 
the  permanent  magnet  33  to  thereby  shift  the  valve 
elements  27,  28  leftward  in  Fig.  2,  the  pressure  of 
hot  water  rises  by  a  value  equivalent  to  a  value 
obtained  by  dividing  the  repelling  force  by  the 
pressure-receiving  area.  With  this  pressure  rise,  a 
differential  pressure  is  created  between  the  op- 
posite  sides  of  the  cylinder  24.  The  differential 
pressure  thus  created  and  the  flow  resistances 
provided  by  the  orifices  37,  38  jointly  control  pro- 
portions  of  hot  and  cold  water  (namely,  the  hot 
water-to-cold  water  mixing  ratio).  The  orifices  37, 
38  further  promote  mutual  combination  or  mixing  of 
hot  and  cold  water.  When  the  final  water  tempera- 
ture  detected  by  the  mixed-water  temperature  sen- 
sor  39  is  not  in  equal  to  the  setting  temperature 
preset  by  the  temperature  setter  41,  the  variable 
biasing  means  35  is  operated  to  change  the  bias- 
ing  force  for  varying  the  water  mixing  ratio  until  the 
setting  temperature  is  obtained.  Hot  and  cold  water 
as  they  flow  through  the  cylinder  24  act  on  the 
turbines  31  ,  32  to  rotate  them  so  that  the  common 
shaft  29  and  all  components  27,  28,  30,  33  moun- 
ted  thereon  are  rotated  as  a  single  unit.  With  the 
components  27  -  33  thus  rotated,  scale-forming 
components  contained  in  hot  and  cold  water  are 
unlikely  to  adhere  on  the  respective  component, 
and  the  piston  30  is  able  to  slide  within  the  cylinder 
24  with  a  small  friction  force.  When  another  tap  or 
faucet  is  used  during  the  use  of  the  water  mixing 
device,  the  pressure  of  hot  water  or  the  pressure  of 
cold  water  fluctuates  abruptly.  In  this  instance, 

however,  the  mixing  valve  21  operates  as  an  auto- 
matic  pressure  regulating  valve  to  maintain  the 
secondary  pressure  in  the  condition  before  the 
fluctuation  of  water  pressure  takes  place.  As  a 

5  result,  the  mixed-water  temperature  can  be  main- 
tained  without  substantial  changes.  Furthermore, 
when  the  flow  rate  is  changed,  the  difference  in 
secondary  pressure  is  maintained  constantly  with 
the  result  that  the  fluctuation  of  the  mixed-water 

io  temperature  is  very  small. 
In  the  case  where  mixed  water  is  to  be  dis- 

charged  at  a  low  temperature  such  as  30  °C  or 
35  °C,  the  conventional  pressure  regulating  valve 
regulates  the  secondary  pressure  until  it  becomes 

is  equal  to  the  pressure  of  hot  water  which  is  lower 
than  the  pressure  of  cold  water.  With  this  regulat- 
ing  operation,  the  total  flow  rate  of  mixed-water  is 
substantially  restricted.  According  to  the  water  mix- 
ing  device  of  the  present  invention,  it  is  possible  to 

20  increase  the  total  water  flow  rate  by  activating  the 
variable  biasing  means  35  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  pressure  of  the  cold-water  side  exceeds  the 
pressure  of  the  hot-water  side  by  a  value  cor- 
responding  to  the  value  obtained  by  dividing  the 

25  biasing  force  of  the  variable  biasing  means  35  by 
the  effective  pressure-receiving  surface  of  the  valve 
elements  27,  28  and  the  piston  30. 

The  variable  biasing  means  composed  of  a 
solenoid  35  includes  a  stationary  iron  core  35a  and 

30  a  watertight  and  electrically  insulated  coil  35b 
wound  around  the  iron  core  35a,  the  coil  35b  being 
connected  to  the  control  unit  40.  When  the  control 
unit  40  sends  current  through  the  coil  35b,  the  coil 
35b  produces  a  magnetic  field  passing  longitudi- 

35  nally  through  the  iron  core  35a  according  to  the 
Fleming's  rule,  thereby  magnetizing  the  iron  core 
35a.  The  iron  core  35a  thus  magnetized  acts  on 
the  permanent  magnet  33  connected  to  the  com- 
mon  shaft  (connecting  means)  29  and  exerts  a 

40  biasing  force  tending  to  move  the  common  shaft  29 
longitudinally.  With  this  longitudinal  movement  of 
the  common  shaft  29,  the  mixing  valve  21  is  auto- 
matically  held  in  a  balanced  condition  at  a  position 
which  is  shifted  to  such  an  extent  equivalent  to  the 

45  magnitude  of  the  biasing  force  produced  by  the 
variable  biasing  means  35.  Thus,  the  balancing 
point  can  be  varied  by  changing  the  magnitude  of 
current  supplied  to  the  coil  35b  of  the  variable 
biasing  means  35. 

50  In  order  to  perform  an  accurate  pressure  regu- 
lating  operation  at  the  time  when  the  water  pres- 
sure  fluctuates,  the  mixing  valve  needs  to  have  the 
biasing  characteristics  shown  in  Fig.  3.  The  biasing 
force  is  independent  of  the  piston  position  and  is 

55  variable  stepwise  with  the  magnitude  of  current  I 
supplied  to  the  coil  35b.  The  variable  biasing 
means  35  may  include  various  mechanisms  such 
as  a  linear  motor  other  than  the  solenoid  as  speci- 

5 
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tied  above. 
As  shown  in  Fig.  2,  the  flow  resistance  means 

in  the  form  of  two  confronting  orifices  37,  38  are 
disposed  on  opposite  sides  of  the  mixing  portion 
36  so  that  the  mixing  of  hot  and  cold  water  is 
promoted.  The  flow  resistance  means  also  serves 
as  a  mixing  promotion  means  and,  therefore,  a 
separate  mixing  promotion  means  is  no  longer  nec- 
essary.  An  additional  advantage  attained  by  the 
orifices  37,  38  is  that  the  mixing  of  hot  and  cold 
water  requires  only  a  short  mixing  region  or  portion 
36  and  hence  can  be  achieved  in  immediate  re- 
sponse  to  a  control  command  issued  from  the 
control  unit  40.  Although  the  flow  resistance  means 
in  the  illustrated  embodiment  comprises  an  orifice 
37,  38  provided  on  each  of  the  hot-water  side  and 
the  cold-water  side,  it  is  possible  to  constitute  such 
flow  resistance  means  solely  by  the  hot-water  pas- 
sage  19  and  the  cold-water  passage  20  provided 
on  the  secondary  side  of  the  valve  elements  27, 
28. 

Fig.  4  shows  a  water  mixing  device  which  is 
similar  to  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  2 
but  differs  therefrom  in  the  structure  of  the  auto- 
matic  pressure  regulating  valve  21.  Furthermore,  a 
variable  biasing  means  35  is  so  constructed  as  to 
exert  an  biasing  force  tending  to  move  a  connect- 
ing  means  29  leftward  in  Fig.  4  against  the  force  of 
a  compression  coil  spring  44.  A  pair  of  confronting, 
perforated  mixing  promotion  plates  45,  46  is  dis- 
posed  on  opposite  sides  of  a  mixing  portion  36. 
The  mixing  promotion  plates  45,  46  concurrently 
serve  as  a  flow  resistance  means  as  in  the  case  of 
the  orifices  37,  38  shown  in  Fig.  2.  The  variable 
biasing  means  35  is  combined  with  a  linear  vari- 
able-differential  transformer  47  which  is  provided 
for  detecting  the  valve  position  of  the  automatic 
pressure  regulating  valve  21  . 

The  mixing  device  of  the  foregoing  construc- 
tion  operates  substantially  in  the  same  manner  as 
done  by  the  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  2  and 
hence  a  description  is  no  longer  necessary. 

Fig.  5  illustrates  a  third  embodiment  of  the 
present  invention.  This  embodiment  is  different  to 
the  first  embodiment  shown  in  Fig.  2  in  that  a 
variable  flow  resistance  means  is  disposed  be- 
tween  a  corresponding  valve  element  27  or  28  and 
a  mixing  portion  36  for  varying  the  resistance  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  flow  rate  of  supplied  hot 
and  cold  water.  The  variable  flow  resistance  means 
comprises  a  hot  water  flow  resistance  means  48 
disposed  at  a  junction  between  a  how-water  pas- 
sage  19  and  the  mixing  portion  36,  and  a  cold 
water  flow  resistance  means  49  disposed  at  a 
junction  between  a  cold-water  passage  20  and  the 
mixing  portion  36.  Both  flow  resistance  means  48, 
49  comprise  two  valve  elements  mounted  on  a 
common  drive  shaft  50  which  is  driven  by  a  motor 

51  via  a  speed  reducer  and  a  motion  translating 
mechanism  (neither  designated). 

The  flow  resistance  means  48,  49  are  disposed 
in  confrontation  to  the  mixing  portion  36  so  as  to 

5  produce  certain  resistances  to  the  flow  of  hot  and 
cold  water  and  concurrently  contract  the  water  flow. 
Hot  water  and  cold  water  thus  contracted  then 
impinge  together  and  are  mutually  mixed  up  with 
each  other  at  the  mixing  portion  36.  Thus,  the  flow 

io  resistance  means  48,  49  also  serve  as  mixing 
promotion  means.  The  variable  flow  resistance 
means  48,  49  thus  provided  are  advantageous  over 
the  fixed  flow  resistance  means  37,  38  shown  in 
Fig.  2,  for  reasons  described  below.  When  the  flow 

is  rate  of  hot  and  cold  water  reduces,  the  fixed  flow 
resistance  means  37,  38  produce  small  pressure 
losses.  In  this  condition,  the  hot  water-to-cold  water 
mixing  ratio  is  readily  influenced  by  the  accuracy 
of  the  biasing  force  exerted  by  the  variable  biasing 

20  means  35  with  the  result  that  the  temperature  regu- 
lating  accuracy  and  the  transient  temperature  fluc- 
tuation  are  deteriorated.  The  variable  flow  resis- 
tance  means  48,  49,  as  against  the  fixed  flow 
resistance  means  37,  38,  are  capable  of  providing 

25  variable  flow  resistances  so  that  the  hot  water-to- 
cold  water  mixing  ratio  is  independent  of  the  accu- 
racy  of  the  variable  biasing  force  regulation  and  the 
accuracy  of  the  pressure  balance  even  when  the 
flow  rate  of  hot  and  cold  water  is  reduced. 

30  When  a  temperature  setter  41  shown  in  Fig.  5 
is  operated  to  set  a  desired  final  water  tempera- 
ture,  the  hot  water  flow  resistance  means  48  and 
the  cold  water  flow  resistance  means  49  are  shifted 
leftward  in  the  same  figure  to  thereby  permit  hot 

35  and  cold  water  to  be  mixed  up  and  then  to  flow 
from  the  water  mixing  device.  In  this  instance,  the 
proportions  of  hot  and  cold  water  being  mixed  and, 
therefore,  the  final  water  temperature  obtained  are 
determined  depending  on  resistance  values  of  the 

40  respective  flow  resistance  means  48,  49.  The  resis- 
tance  values  of  the  respective  flow  resistance 
means  48,  49  may  be  varied  linearly  but,  in  gen- 
eral,  they  are  changed  stepwise  for  easiness  of 
their  control.  The  regulation  of  the  flow  rate  of  hot 

45  and  cold  water  is  achieved  under  the  control  of  a 
feedback  signal  delivered  from  a  flow  rate  detect- 
ing  means  or  sensor  52  disposed  downstream  of 
the  mixing  portion  36. 

When  the  water  supply  is  to  be  interrupted,  the 
50  flow  resistance  means  48,  49  are  displaced  right- 

ward  in  Fig.  5  until  they  seat  on  corresponding 
valve  seats  53,  53  formed  on  portions  of  the  valve 
housing  23. 

As  described  above,  the  variable  flow  resis- 
55  tance  means  48,  49  are  capable  of  regulating  the 

flow  rate  of  hot  and  cold  water  without  the  neces- 
sity  of  a  separate  flow  control  valve  or  a  stop  valve. 
The  water  mixing  device  having  such  variable  flow 

6 
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resistance  means  48,  49  is  reliably  operable  even 
at  a  low  flow  rate.  In  the  illustrated  embodiment, 
the  flow  resistance  means  48,  49  are  driven  by  a 
single  drive  means  including  one  motor  51,  how- 
ever,  it  is  possible  to  provide  a  drive  means  for 
each  of  the  flow  resistant  means  48,  49.  Further,  an 
additional  stop  valve  may  be  provided  for  stopping 
the  final  water  supply,  in  which  instance  the  vari- 
able  flow  resistance  means  48,  49  serve  as  flow 
control  valves.  The  flow  control  may  be  achieved 
by  regulating  the  opening  of  each  flow  resistance 
means. 

Fig.  6  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  a  fourth  embodiment  of  the  present  invention. 
The  water  mixing  device  includes  a  linear  flow 
resistance  means  disposed  between  each  valve 
element  27,  28  and  a  mixing  portion  36  for  restrict- 
ing  the  flow  rate  of  water  in  substantially  direct 
proportional  to  the  differential  pressure  created  be- 
tween  the  valve  elements  27,  28. 

Hot  water  and  cold  water  passing  respectively 
through  the  hot-water  side  valve  element  27  and 
the  cold-water  side  valve  element  28  flow  through  a 
hot-water  side  linear  flow  resistance  means  55  and 
a  cold-water  side  linear  flow  resistance  means  56 
and  then  they  are  mixed  together  at  the  mixing 
portion  36.  The  linear  flow  resistance  means  55,  56 
serve  to  vary  the  flow  rate  of  water  passing  thereth- 
rough,  in  direct  proportion  to  the  differential  pres- 
sure  created  between  the  hot-water  side  valve  ele- 
ment  27  and  the  cold-water  side  valve  element  28, 
as  shown  in  Fig.  7.  The  linear  flow  resistance 
means  55,  56  each  comprise  a  reticular  element 
having  a  multitude  of  fine  openings  or  channels 
55a,  55b,  as  shown  in  Fig.  8. 

Under  an  optimum  condition,  the  final  water 
temperature  is  not  variable  with  the  pressure  and 
flow  rate  of  water.  However,  in  the  automatic  pres- 
sure  regulating  valve  21,  the  final  water  tempera- 
ture  may  be  varied  by  a  pressure  regulating  error 
caused  either  by  dimensional  errors  associated 
with  the  valve  elements  27,  28  and  a  piston  30  due 
to  the  working  tolerance,  or  by  the  resolution  power 
and  repeatability  of  the  variable  biasing  means  35. 
In  order  to  reduce  fluctuations  in  the  final  water 
temperature,  the  differential  pressure  created  by 
the  linear  flow  resistance  means  55,  56  must  ex- 
ceed  a  certain  level.  Fig.  7  illustrates  differential 
pressure  versus  flow  rate  characteristic  curves  of 
the  linear  flow  resistance  means  55,  56  and  orifices 
of  the  general  construction.  In  the  case  of  the  linear 
flow  resistance  means  55,  56  indicated  by  the 
straight  line  A,  when  the  required  controlling  mini- 
mum  differential  pressure  is  P1,  the  controllable 
minimum  flow  rate  is  Q1,  and  when  the  maximum 
flow  rate  required  by  the  user  is  Q2,  the  differential 
pressure  is  P2.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of 
the  orifices  indicated  by  the  curved  line  B,  when 

the  required  controlling  minimum  differential  pres- 
sure  is  P1,  the  controllable  minimum  flow  rate  is 
Q1',  and  when  the  maximum  flow  rate  is  Q2,  the 
differential  pressure  is  P2'.  As  appears  clear  from 

5  the  foregoing,  the  linear  flow  resistance  means  55, 
56  are  advantageous  over  the  orifices  for  their 
small  controllable  minimum  flow  rate  as  well  as  a 
small  differential  pressure  produced  at  the  maxi- 
mum  flow  rate.  It  is  therefore  possible  to  reduce 

io  the  pressure  loss  created  in  the  respective  water 
passages  19,  20  and  also  lower  the  maximum 
driving  force  necessary  for  actuating  the  variable 
biasing  means  35. 

Fig.  9  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
is  to  a  fifth  embodiment  of  the  present  invention.  The 

water  mixing  device  differs  from  the  mixing  devices 
of  the  foregoing  embodiments  in  that  a  differential 
pressure  generating  means  is  movable  in  unison 
with  a  connecting  means,  as  described  below. 

20  In  Fig.  9,  hot  water  and  cold  water  passed 
respectively  through  a  hot  water  valve  element  27 
and  a  cold  water  valve  element  28  flow  through  a 
hot-water  side  differential  pressure  generating 
member  57  and  a  cold-water  side  differential  pres- 

25  sure  generating  member  58  and  thereafter  they  are 
blended  together  at  a  mixing  portion  36.  The  dif- 
ferential  pressure  generating  members  57,  58 
which  constitute  the  differential  pressure  generating 
means  stated  above,  are  disposed  within  a  hollow 

30  connecting  means  29  at  an  intermediate  portion 
thereof  and  movable  in  unison  with  the  connecting 
means  29.  The  connecting  means  29  has  a  number 
of  small  holes  or  perforations  59  disposed  between 
the  differential  pressure  generating  members  57, 

35  58  and  the  mixing  portion  36  for  assisting  uniform 
mixing  of  hot  and  cold  water.  When  hot  water  flows 
through  the  differential  pressure  generating  mem- 
ber  57,  the  differential  pressure  generating  means 
57  generates  a  differential  pressure  proportional  to 

40  the  flow  rate.  The  differential  pressure  thus  gen- 
erated  acts  on  the  connecting  means  29  and 
moves  the  connecting  means  29  downward  in  Fig. 
9.  Similarly,  the  differential  pressure  generating 
member  58  on  the  cold-water  side  generates  a 

45  differential  pressure  which  tends  to  move  the  con- 
necting  means  29  upward  in  Fig.  9  against  the 
differential  pressure  on  the  hot-water  side.  Des- 
ignated  by  30a  and  30b  are  a  hot-water  side  piston 
and  a  cold-water  side  piston,  respectively. 

50  Since  the  differential  pressure  generating 
members  57,  58  are  integral  with  the  connecting 
means  29,  the  number  of  structural  components  of 
the  water  mixing  device  can  be  reduced. 

Fig.  10  illustrates  a  water  mixing  device  ac- 
55  cording  to  a  sixth  embodiment  of  the  present  in- 

vention.  The  water  mixing  device  is  characterized 
by  the  provision  of  a  variable  throttle  disposed 
between  each  valve  element  and  a  mixing  portion 
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for  changing  the  opening  according  to  the  flow  rate. 
In  Fig.  10,  hot  water  and  cold  water  passed 

respectively  through  a  hot  water  valve  element  27 
and  a  cold  water  valve  element  28  flow  through  a 
hot-water  side  variable  throttle  60  and  a  cold-water 
side  variable  throttle  61  and  then  they  are  mixed 
up  with  each  other  at  a  mixing  portion  36.  Each  of 
the  variable  throttles  60,  61  includes  a  fixed  valve 
seat  60a,  61a  having  a  valve  hole  60b,  61b  and  a 
ring-shaped  movable  valve  element  60d,  61  d  urged 
by  a  spring  60c,  61c  against  the  fixed  valve  seat 
60a,  61a  to  close  a  substantial  part  of  the  valve 
hole  60b,  61b.  The  fixed  valve  seat  60a,  61a  further 
has  a  plurality  of  circumferentially  spaced  small 
holes  or  perforations  60e,  61  e  facing  the  mixing 
portion  36  for  promoting  uniform  mixing  of  hot  and 
cold  water.  When  hot  water  flows  through  the  vari- 
able  throttle  60,  a  differential  pressure  is  created 
between  opposite  sides  of  the  movable  valve  ele- 
ment  60d.  When  the  differential  pressure  exceeds 
the  force  of  the  spring  60c,  the  movable  valve 
element  60d  is  separated  from  the  valve  seat  60a, 
thereby  completely  opening  the  valve  opening  60b. 
The  opening  area  of  the  variable  throttle  60  is 
determined  by  the  flow  rate  of  hot  water  flowing 
through  the  throttle  60.  Consequently,  by  properly 
setting  the  force  of  the  spring  60c,  61c,  the  throt- 
tles  60,  61  may  have  operation  characteristics 
which  realize  a  differential  pressure  versus  flow 
rate  characteristic  curve  A  shown  in  Fig.  11. 

As  appears  clear  from  the  characteristic  curve 
A,  when  the  differential  pressure  necessary  for  the 
controlling  purpose  is  P1,  then  the  controllable 
minimum  flow  rate  on  each  of  the  hot-water  side 
and  the  cold-water  side  is  Q1.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  the  user  needs  a  maximum  flow  rate  Q2,  the 
differential  pressure  created  at  that  time  is  P2.  In 
case  where  orifices  of  the  general  construction  are 
used  in  place  of  the  variable  throttles  60,  61,  as 
indicated  by  a  characteristic  curve  B  in  Fig.  11, 
when  the  necessary  controlling  differential  pressure 
is  P1  (i.e.,  identical  to  that  of  the  variable  throttles 
60,  61),  the  controllable  minimum  flow  rate  is  Q1'. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  differential  pressure  P2'  is 
created  at  the  maximum  flow  rate  Q2.  This  means 
that  the  variable  throttles  60,  61  enable  a  reliable 
operation  of  the  water  mixing  device  even  at  a 
lower  flow  rate,  and  with  a  substantially  reduction 
of  differential  pressure  at  the  maximum  flow  rate. 
Consequently,  the  pressure  losses  in  the  respec- 
tive  water  passages  can  be  reduced  and  the  maxi- 
mum  driving  force  necessary  for  activating  a  vari- 
able  biasing  means  35  (variable  magnetic  force 
generating  means)  can  be  lowered. 

Fig.  12  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  a  seventh  embodiment  of  the  present  invention. 
The  water  mixing  device  is  similar  to  the  water 
mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  10  but  differs  there- 

from  in  that  variable  throttles  are  integral  with  cor- 
responding  valve  elements,  as  described  below. 

An  automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  of 
the  water  mixing  device  is  of  a  hollow  structure  and 

5  the  variable  throttles  are  disposed  within  the  hollow 
pressure  regulating  valve  21  .  The  variable  throttles 
includes  a  pair  of  ring-shaped  movable  valve  ele- 
ments  62,  63  urged  respectively  against  a  pair  of 
valve  seats  64,  65  by  means  of  a  pair  of  springs 

io  66,  67  to  restrict  flow  communication  between  hot- 
water  and  cold-water  passages  19,  20  and  a  mixing 
portion  36  through  the  hollow  pressure  regulating 
valve  21  .  The  valve  seats  64,  65  are  formed  integ- 
rally  with  hot-water  and  cold-water  side  valve  ele- 

15  ments  27,  28.  With  this  construction,  when  hot 
water  flows  through  the  movable  valve  element  62, 
a  differential  pressure  is  created  between  opposite 
sides  of  the  movable  valve  element  62.  When  the 
differential  pressure  exceeds  the  force  of  the  spring 

20  66,  the  movable  valve  element  62  is  separated 
from  the  fixed  valve  seat  64,  thereby  allowing  hot 
water  to  freely  flow  through  the  variable  throttle. 
The  opening  of  the  variable  throttle  is  set  to  vary 
with  the  flow  rate  of  hot  water  passing  thereth- 

25  rough,  so  that  by  properly  setting  the  force  of  the 
spring  66,  the  variable  throttle  can  possess  opera- 
tion  characteristics  which  realize  the  differential 
pressure  versus  flow  rate  characteristic  curve  A 
shown  in  Fig.  11.  The  same  also  applies  to  the 

30  cold-water  side  variable  throttle.  Hot  and  cold  water 
passed  through  the  respective  movable  valve  ele- 
ments  62,  63  are  branched  into  two  streams  of 
flow,  one  flowing  through  an  opening  70,  71  de- 
fined  in  a  fixed  valve  retainer  68,  69,  the  other 

35  flowing  through  a  secondary  hole  72,  73  in  the 
valve  element  27,  28.  Then  the  branched  flow 
streams  of  each  of  hot  and  cold  water  are  mixed 
up  with  each  other  and,  thereafter,  hot  and  cold 
water  are  blended  together  at  a  mixing  portion  36. 

40  Fig.  13  illustrates  a  water  mixing  device  ac- 
cording  to  an  eighth  embodiment  of  the  present 
invention.  This  water  mixing  device  is  characterized 
by  hot  water  and  cold  water  passages  which  are 
provided  on  the  secondary  side  of  hot-  and  cold- 

45  water  side  valve  elements,  extend  longitudinally 
along  connecting  shafts  and  are  blended  together 
at  a  central  portion  of  an  automatic  pressure  regu- 
lating  valve. 

The  automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  in- 
50  eludes  a  hot-water  side  valve  element  27,  a  cold- 

water  side  valve  element  28,  a  hot-water  side  pis- 
ton  74  associated  with  the  valve  element  27  for 
canceling  out  influences  of  the  primary  pressure 
and  the  secondary  pressure  exerted  on  the  valve 

55  element  27,  a  cold-water  side  piston  75  associated 
with  the  valve  element  28  for  canceling  out  influ- 
ences  of  the  primary  pressure  and  the  secondary 
pressure  exerted  on  the  valve  element  28.  The 
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pistons  74,  75  serve  as  a  pressure  balancing 
means.  Each  of  the  valve  elements  27,  28  and  a 
corresponding  one  of  the  pistons  74,  75  have  a 
same  pressure  receiving  area  so  that  the  primary 
pressure  is  taken  up  between  each  valve  element 
27,  28  and  the  corresponding  piston  74,  75,  while 
the  secondary  pressure  is  introduced  through  an 
axial  connecting  hole  76,  77  into  a  back  pressure 
chamber  78,  79  defined  behind  the  corresponding 
piston  74,  75.  With  this  arrangement,  a  hot-water 
side  pressure  regulating  member  80  and  a  cold- 
water  side  pressure  regulating  member  81  are  sub- 
jected  to  a  differential  pressure  created  between 
the  secondary  pressure  of  hot  water  and  the  sec- 
ondary  pressure  of  cold  water.  The  pressure  regu- 
lating  members  80,  81  are  structurally  independent 
of  each  other  and  jointly  constitute  a  movable  part 
of  the  automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  .  The 
hot-water  side  pressure  regulating  member  80  is 
urged  rightward  in  Fig.  13  by  a  biasing  means  82 
comprising  a  compression  coil  spring,  while  the 
cold-water  side  pressure  regulating  member  81  is 
connected  to  a  plunger  35a  of  a  variable  biasing 
means  35.  The  pressure  regulating  members  80, 
81  are  held  in  a  position  where  a  biasing  force 
produced  by  the  variable  biasing  means  35  is  in 
balance  with  the  biasing  force  produced  by  the 
biasing  means  82.  By  changing  the  biasing  force  of 
the  variable  biasing  means  35,  the  position  of  the 
pressure  regulating  members  80,  81  can  be  varied 
to  thereby  change  the  hot  water-to-cold  water  mix- 
ing  ratio.  A  portion  83  of  a  hot-water  passage  19 
provided  on  the  secondary  side  of  the  hot-water 
side  valve  element  27  and  a  portion  84  of  a  cold- 
water  passage  20  provided  on  the  secondary  side 
of  the  cold-water  side  valve  element  28  extend 
longitudinally  along  connecting  shafts  85,  86  and 
are  blended  together  at  a  central  portion  of  the 
automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  .  Each  of  the 
connecting  shafts  85,  86  extends  from  the  cor- 
responding  valve  element  27,  28  toward  the  op- 
posite  valve  element  28,  27  and  are  held  in  end-to- 
end  contact  with  each  other  so  as  to  transmit  a 
differential  pressure  created  between  the  secon- 
dary  pressure  of  hot  water  and  the  secondary 
pressure  of  cold  water.  The  water  mixing  device 
further  has  a  hot-water  side  orifice  87  disposed 
downstream  of  the  valve  element  27,  and  a  cold- 
water  side  orifice  88  disposed  downstream  of  the 
valve  element  28.  The  orifices  87,  88  constitute 
flow  resistance  means  and  promote  uniform  mixing 
of  hot  and  cold  water  at  a  mixing  portion  36. 

Since  the  hot-water  passage  83  and  the  cold- 
water  passage  84  are  defined  longitudinally  along 
the  connecting  shafts  85,  86,  the  connecting  shafts 
85,  86  are  used  as  a  mixing  portion.  This  arrange- 
ment  is  effective  to  simplify  the  structure  of  the 
water  mixing  device.  Furthermore,  the  portion  ex- 

tending  between  the  two  valve  elements  27,  28  has 
a  temperature  distribution  in  which  hot  water, 
mixed  water  of  a  desired  temperature,  and  cold 
water  are  arranged  in  the  order  named.  As  a  result, 

5  the  temperature  gradient  of  this  portion  is  not  steep 
but  relatively  gentle.  Such  gentle  temperature  gra- 
dient  prolongs  the  service  life  of  the  valve  ele- 
ments,  lowers  the  possibility  of  scale  adhesion,  and 
extends  the  scope  of  selection  of  materials  eligible 

io  for  the  components  of  the  automatic  pressure  regu- 
lating  valve  21  . 

Fig.  14  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  a  ninth  embodiment  of  the  present  invention 
which  is  a  modification  of  the  water  mixing  device 

is  of  the  eighth  embodiment  shown  in  Fig.  13. 
The  water  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  14  is  so 

constructed  as  to  regulate  the  pressure  by  adjust- 
ing  the  opening  of  each  of  a  plurality  of  circum- 
ferentially  spaced  pressure  regulating  holes  93,  94 

20  relative  to  an  opening  89,  90  in  the  corresponding 
water  passage  19,  20.  The  primary  pressure  of  hot 
water  and  the  primary  pressure  of  cold  water  is 
balanced  by  an  outer  peripheral  portion  of  a  hot- 
water  side  pressure  regulating  hollow  cylinder  91 

25  and  an  outer  peripheral  portion  of  a  cold-water  side 
pressure  regulating  hollow  cylinder  92.  On  the  oth- 
er  hand,  the  pressure  equilibrium  on  the  secondary 
side  is  achieved  by  and  between  inner  peripheral 
portions  of  the  respective  pressure  regulating  cyl- 

30  inders  91,  92.  Both  pressure  regulating  cylinders 
91,  92  are  joined  coaxially  together  by  a  connect- 
ing  shaft  95  so  that  the  hot-water  and  cold-water 
passages  19,  20  extend  longitudinally  along  the 
connecting  shaft  95  from  opposite  directions  and 

35  are  blended  together  at  a  central  portion  of  the 
connecting  shaft  95.  A  pair  of  perforated  turbulence 
plates  96,  97  is  connected  at  opposite  ends  of  the 
connecting  shaft  95  for  restricting  the  flow  of  hot 
and  cold  water  and  for  promoting  mixing  of  hot  and 

40  cold  water.  Thus,  the  turbulence  plates  96,  97 
concurrently  serve  as  a  flow  resistance  means  and 
a  mixing  promoting  means.  The  water  mixing  de- 
vice  of  the  foregoing  construction  obviates  the 
need  for  the  provision  of  separate  hot-water  pas- 

45  sages  extending  respectively  from  the  correspond- 
ing  pressure  regulating  holes  93,  93  to  a  mixing 
portion.  As  a  result,  a  further  simplification  of  struc- 
ture  of  the  water  mixing  device  can  be  attained. 
Other  structural  and  functional  details  of  the  water 

50  mixing  device  are  substantially  the  same  as  those 
of  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in  Fig.  13  and 
hence  a  description  is  no  longer  necessary. 

Since  the  pressure  regulating  holes  93,  94  are 
defined  peripherally  in  a  cylinder  assembly  which 

55  is  composed  of  the  cylinders  91,  92  and  the  con- 
necting  shaft  95  slidably  movable  within  a  valve 
housing  23,  hot  and  cold  water  flow  along  the 
periphery  of  the  cylinder  assembly  and  then  move 
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radially  into  the  cylinder  assembly  toward  a  longitu- 
dinal  axis  of  the  cylinder  assembly. 

In  operation,  an  exciting  current  is  applied  to  a 
coil  35b  of  a  variable  biasing  means  (variable  mag- 
netic  force  generating  means)  35  to  displace  a 
movable  iron  core  or  plunger  35a  of  the  biasing 
means  35  leftward  in  Fig.  14  against  the  force  of  a 
biasing  means  82  composed  of  a  compression  coil 
spring.  When  the  exciting  current  is  varied  to 
change  the  position  of  the  plunger,  the  position  of 
the  respective  pressure  regulating  holes  93,  94 
relative  to  the  corresponding  openings  89,  90 
changes,  thereby  varying  proportions  of  the  open- 
ing  area  of  the  respective  pressure  regulating  holes 
93,  94  so  as  to  adjust  the  final  water  temperature. 
Hot  and  cold  water  passed  through  the  correspond- 
ing  pressure  regulating  holes  93,  94  flow  along 
outer  peripheral  surfaces  of  the  cylinders  91,  92 
and  move  radially  into  the  cylinders  91  ,  92  toward 
the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  cylinders  91,  92.  Then, 
hot  and  cold  water  as  they  flow  through  the  perfo- 
rated  turbulence  plates  96,  97  involve  pressure 
losses  which  are  equivalent  to  forces  or  pressure 
exerted  on  the  turbulence  plates  96,  97.  After  hot 
and  cold  water  flow  radially  into  the  cylinder  as- 
sembly,  forces  exerted  on  the  cylinder  assembly 
by  the  secondary  pressure  of  hot  and  cold  water,  a 
biasing  force  exerted  by  a  biasing  means  82,  and 
an  electromagnetic  force  exerted  on  the  plunger 
35a  are  balanced  together  with  respect  to  a  given 
exciting  current  applied  to  the  coil  35b.  Thus,  the 
cylinder  assembly  is  positioned  in  a  stable  con- 
dition.  Consequently,  the  hot  water-to-cold  water 
flow  ratio  can  be  maintained  uniformly  even  at  the 
occurrence  of  a  sudden  pressure  change. 

With  the  foregoing  construction,  the  cylinder 
assembly  is  operative,  as  a  mixing  valve,  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  primary  pressure  of  hot  water  and 
the  primary  pressure  of  cold  water  are  canceled 
out  by  the  outer  periphery  of  the  cylinder  assem- 
bly,  and  after  adjustment  of  the  hot  water-to-cold 
water  flow  ratio,  the  secondary  pressure  of  hot 
water  and  the  secondary  pressure  of  cold  water  are 
balanced.  Accordingly,  mixing  of  hot  and  cold  wa- 
ter  is  achieved  stably  without  being  influenced  by 
changes  in  the  pressure. 

Furthermore,  since  the  perforated  turbulence 
plates  96,  97  are  disposed  in  confrontation,  hot  and 
cold  water  having  passed  through  the  respective 
turbulence  plates  96,  97  are  urged  to  collide  to- 
gether.  Consequently,  a  uniform  mixing  of  hot  and 
cold  water  is  promoted.  Yet,  a  mixed-water  tem- 
perature  detecting  means  or  sensor  39  disposed 
immediately  downstream  of  the  orifice  98  enables 
a  stable  detection  of  the  mixed-water  temperature 
which  will  prevent  pulsation  of  the  control  opera- 
tion. 

Fig.  15  illustrates  a  water  mixing  device  ac- 
cording  to  a  tenth  embodiment  of  the  present  in- 
vention.  The  water  mixing  device  includes  a  biasing 
means  82  acting  on  a  connecting  means  29  to  urge 

5  the  latter  in  a  direction  to  lower  the  final  water 
temperature  when  the  biasing  force  produced  by  a 
variable  biasing  means  35  is  reduced. 

When  a  control  means  or  unit  40  issues  a 
command  signal  to  lower  an  exciting  current  sup- 

io  plied  to  a  coil  35b  of  the  variable  biasing  means 
35,  an  electromagnetic  force  tending  to  move  a 
movable  iron  core  or  plunger  35a  leftward  in  Fig. 
15  is  reduced.  With  this  reduction  of  the  elec- 
tromagnetic  force,  the  plunger  35a  is  displaced 

is  rightward  in  the  same  figure  so  that  a  cold-water 
side  valve  element  28  is  opened  more  widely  than 
a  hot-water  side  valve  element  27,  thereby  lowering 
the  final  water  temperature.  In  this  instance,  the 
biasing  means  82  promotes  the  leftward  movement 

20  of  the  plunger  35a.  When  the  power  supply  is 
interrupted  due  to  the  accidental  power  failure,  the 
variable  biasing  means  35  is  incapable  to  produce 
any  biasing  force.  Then,  the  biasing  means  82 
composed  of  a  compression  coil  spring  urges  the 

25  connecting  means  29  rightward  until  the  hot-water 
side  valve  element  27  is  fully  closed  and  the  cold- 
water  side  valve  element  28  is  fully  opened.  Ac- 
cordingly,  the  final  water  temperature  never  ex- 
ceeds  a  setting  temperature  even  when  subjected 

30  to  a  disturbance  such  as  an  increase  in  supply  hot 
water  temperature,  or  fluctuations  of  pressure. 
Thus,  the  water  mixing  device  can  operate  in  safe- 
ty  without  the  need  for  an  expensive  backup  power 
supply. 

35  Fig.  16  shows  the  general  construction  of  the 
control  unit  40  associated  with  the  water  mixing 
device  of  the  foregoing  embodiment  shown  in  Fig. 
15.  The  control  unit  40  includes  a  main  control  unit 
100,  a  timer  101  and  a  biasing  force  setting  means 

40  or  setter  101  . 
When  the  supply  of  mixed  water  is  to  be 

stopped  by  a  temperature  setter  41,  or  when  the 
supply  of  mixed  water  is  stopped  due  to  the  failure 
of  water  supply,  a  flow  rate  detection  means  or 

45  sensor  103  detects  a  reduction  of  flow  rate  of  water 
and  sends  a  detected  signal  to  the  main  control 
unit  100.  Then,  the  flow  rate  falls  below  a  predeter- 
mined  level  whereupon  control  of  the  mixed  water 
temperature  to  approximate  a  setting  temperature 

50  becomes  difficult  to  achieve.  The  main  control  unit 
100  sends  a  command  signal  to  enable  the  biasing 
force  setter  102  to  stop  application  of  an  exciting 
current  to  the  coil  35b  of  the  variable  biasing 
means  35  (Fig.  15),  thereby  saving  power  con- 

55  sumption  of  the  water  mixing  device.  Upon  de- 
energization  of  the  coil  35b,  the  biasing  means  82 
urges  the  connecting  means  29  in  a  direction  to 
substantially  fully  close  the  hot-water  side  valve 

10 



19 EP  0  386  773  B1 20 

element  27.  Consequently,  even  when  the  flow 
regulating  shutoff  valve  43  is  opened  accidentally, 
the  final  water  temperature  is  kept  at  a  level  lower 
than  the  setting  temperature.  Furthermore,  interrup- 
tion  of  the  supply  of  mixed  water  can  be  detected 
reliably  because  a  mixed-water  supply  interruption 
detection  means  or  sensor  is  composed  of  the  flow 
rate  sensor  103  which  detects  the  flow  rate  of 
mixed  water  directly. 

A  description  will  be  provided  of  a  mode  of 
operation  in  which  the  timer  101  is  employed  to 
stop  the  supply  of  mixed-water.  When  the  supply 
of  mixed  water  is  to  be  stopped  by  a  setter  41  ,  or 
when  the  supply  of  mixed  water  is  stopped  due  to 
the  failure  of  water  supply,  a  flow  rate  detection 
means  or  sensor  103  detects  a  reduction  of  flow 
rate  of  water  and  sends  a  detected  signal  to  the 
main  control  unit  100.  Then,  the  flow  rate  drops 
below  a  predetermined  level  whereupon  control  of 
the  mixed  water  temperature  to  approximate  a  set- 
ting  temperature  becomes  difficult  to  achieve.  The 
main  control  unit  100  sends  a  command  signal  to 
activate  the  biasing  force  setter  102  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  maintain  a  constant  supply  of  exciting 
current  to  the  coil  35b  of  the  variable  biasing 
means  35  (Fig.  15),  thereby  locking  the  connecting 
means  29  in  position  against  displacement.  At  the 
same  time,  the  main  control  unit  100  issues  a 
command  signal  to  start  operation  of  the  timer  101. 
When  a  preset  time  period  elapses,  the  timer  101 
outputs  a  signal  to  the  main  control  unit  100  which 
in  turn  delivers  a  command  signal  to  enable  the 
biasing  force  setter  102  to  stop  application  of  excit- 
ing  current  to  the  coil  35b.  In  this  instance,  the 
timer  101  is  reset. 

As  appears  clear  from  the  foregoing  descrip- 
tion,  application  of  exciting  current  to  the  coil  35b 
is  terminated  when  a  predetermined  period  of  time 
set  by  the  timer  101  elapses.  This  provides  a 
substantial  power  saving.  In  the  case  where  the 
supply  of  mixed  water  is  interrupted  periodically  at 
intervals  of  time  which  are  shorter  than  the  preset 
time  period  of  the  timer  101,  the  connecting  means 
29  is  latched  in  a  position  to  ensure  supply  of 
mixed-water  at  a  temperature  set  by  the  preceding 
operation.  The  final  water  temperature  at  the  next 
mixed-water  supply  operation  is  stable,  according- 
ly- 

The  mixed-water  supply  interruption  detection 
means  may  comprise  a  shutoff  position  detection 
means  or  sensor  104  as  described  later.  When  the 
flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  43  is  fully  closed,  the 
shutoff  position  sensor  104  detects  the  full  closed 
position  of  the  flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  43  and 
sends  a  detected  signal  to  the  main  control  unit 
100.  Then,  the  main  control  unit  100  activates  the 
biasing  force  setter  102  to  terminate  energization  of 
the  coil  35.  Advantageous  effects  attained  by  this 

arrangement  are  the  same  as  those  attained  by  the 
foregoing  arrangement  in  which  the  flow  rate  sen- 
sor  103  is  employed.  An  additional  advantage  as- 
sociated  with  the  shutoff  position  sensor  104  is  that 

5  an  interruption  of  the  mixed-water  supply  can  be 
detected  economically  and  reliably. 

The  mixed-water  supply  interruption  detection 
means  may  include  a  setting  means  or  setter  41. 
When  supply  of  mixed  water  is  to  be  stopped  by 

io  the  setter  41,  the  setter  41  is  set  to  send  a  com- 
mand  signal  to  the  main  control  means  100.  The 
main  control  unit  100  control  operation  of  the  bias- 
ing  force  setter  102  to  stop  application  of  exciting 
current  to  the  coil  35b,  as  in  the  manner  as  done  in 

is  the  foregoing  arrangement  employing  the  flow  rate 
sensor  103.  The  setter  41  used  as  a  mixed-water 
supply  interruption  detection  means  enables  a  rap- 
id  detection  of  interruption  of  the  supply  of  mixed- 
water. 

20  Although  in  the  embodiments  described  above, 
the  main  control  unit  100  recognizes  interruption  of 
the  mixed  water  supply  upon  detection  by  one  of 
the  flow  rate  sensor  103,  the  shutoff  position  sen- 
sor  104  and  the  setter  41,  two  or  more  of  the 

25  detectors  103,  104,  41  may  be  used  concurrently. 
In  the  latter  case,  when  at  least  one  of  detected 
signals  issued  from  the  detectors  103,  104,  41  is 
inputted  into  the  main  control  unit  100,  the  main 
control  unit  100  recognizes  the  mixed-water  supply 

30  interruption  condition  and  controls  the  operation  of 
the  biasing  force  setter  102  to  terminate  excitation 
of  the  coil  35b  in  the  manner  as  described  above. 
In  Figs.  15  and  16,  reference  numeral  105  des- 
ignates  a  flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  actuator  as- 

35  sociated  with  the  flow  regulating  shutoff  valve  43  to 
actuate  the  latter  under  the  control  of  the  main 
control  unit  100. 

In  the  case  where  a  direct  current  is  supplied 
to  the  coil  35b  of  the  water  mixing  device  shown  in 

40  Fig.  2  under  the  control  of  the  control  unit  40,  a 
rapid  movement  of  the  connecting  means  29  is 
difficult  to  obtain  due  to  the  hysteresis  characteris- 
tics  of  the  variable  biasing  means  35  composed  of 
a  magnetic  circuit,  or  the  friction  produced  when 

45  the  connecting  means  29  is  driven.  Consequently, 
the  adjustment  of  the  final  water  temperature  takes 
a  relatively  long  period  of  time.  In  order  to  over- 
come  the  foregoing  difficulty,  a  modified  control 
unit  40  includes,  as  shown  in  Fig.  17,  an  alternat- 

50  ing-current  (ac)  signal  generating  means  or  gener- 
ator  106  for  generating  an  alternating-current  signal 
upon  receipt  of  a  control  signal  from  a  main  control 
unit  100.  The  alternating-current  signal  thus  gen- 
erated  is  supplied  to  a  biasing  force  setter  102  and 

55  then  is  superposed  upon  an  exciting  current  sup- 
plied  to  the  coil  35b.  The  thus-superposed  ac  sig- 
nal  causes  the  connecting  means  29  to  generate 
slight  vibrations.  The  vibrations  have  a  relatively 
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large  frequency  which  is  equivalent  to  the  fre- 
quency  generated  by  an  ac  power  supply,  and  a 
small  amplitude  of  vibration.  Consequently,  the  vi- 
brations  do  not  provide  a  negative  influence  on  the 
pressure  regulating  operation  but  rather  enable  the 
connecting  means  29  to  move  smoothly,  thereby 
improving  the  pressure  regulating  operation.  A  fur- 
ther  advantage  attained  by  the  vibrations  is  that  the 
hysteresis  characteristic  of  the  variable  biasing 
means  35  and  the  frictional  resistance  created  at  a 
start  of  the  connecting  means  29  are  reduced 
considerably.  Importantly,  the  amplitude  of  vibra- 
tion  "x"  is  kept  not  to  widely  vary  with  the  piston 
position,  as  shown  in  Fig.  18.  In  the  case  where  a 
periodical  alternating-current  signal  is  used,  the 
connecting  means  29  may  undergo  a  resonant 
vibration.  In  this  instance,  an  irregular  signal  is 
used  as  an  alternating-current  signal  to  prohibit 
occurrence  of  the  resonant  vibration.  In  the  illus- 
trated  embodiment,  the  alternating-current  signal  is 
produced  inwardly  of  the  control  unit  40.  However, 
a  separate  commercial  power  supply  is  used  to 
superpose  an  alternating-current  signal  onto  the 
exciting  current,  or  alternatively  a  separate  vibrat- 
ing  means  which  is  structurally  equivalent  to  the 
variable  biasing  means  35  is  used  to  vibrate  the 
connecting  means  29  at  all  times. 

In  the  water  mixing  devices  of  the  preceding 
embodiments,  the  variable  biasing  means  35  oper- 
atively  connected  with  the  connecting  means  29  is 
disposed  adjacent  to  the  cold-water  side  valve  ele- 
ment  28.  This  arrangement  improves  the  reliability 
of  the  variable  biasing  means  35  because  the  coil 
35b  is  protected  from  overheating  which  may  occur 
when  the  variable  biasing  means  35  is  disposed 
adjacent  to  the  hot-water  side  valve  element  27. 
Furthermore,  the  stationary  iron  core,  or  the  mov- 
able  iron  core  or  plunger  35a  is  cooled  by  cold 
water  with  the  result  that  deposition  of  scales  (cal- 
cium,  silicon,  etc.  contained  in  water)  on  the  inside 
surface  of  the  water  mixing  device  is  considerably 
reduced.  The  chance  of  scale  deposition  increases 
with  an  increase  in  water  temperature.  For  exam- 
ple,  the  amount  of  scales  deposited  at  80  °C  is 
several  ten  times  as  large  as  the  amount  of  scales 
deposited  at  40  °  C. 

Fig.  19  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  an  eleventh  embodiment  of  the  present  invention 
wherein  the  biasing  force  produced  by  a  biasing 
means  82  can  be  adjusted  by  rotating  a  threaded 
manual  adjustment  means  107  in  either  direction. 
The  biasing  means  82  comprises  a  compression 
coil  spring  acting  between  an  automatic  pressure 
regulating  valve  21  and  the  adjustment  means  107 
and  urges  the  pressure  regulating  valve  21  upwar- 
dly  in  this  figure  toward  a  power-driven  variable 
biasing  means  35.  The  adjustment  means  107  is 
composed  of  an  end  plug  having  an  external  thread 

107a  and  threaded  into  a  valve  housing  23  with  a 
casing  108  disposed  therebetween. 

The  power-driven  variable  biasing  means  35  is 
inoperative  when  the  power  supply  is  interrupted 

5  due  to  the  accidental  power  failure  or  when  a 
control  unit  (not  shown)  is  malfunctioned  due  to  an 
accident.  In  this  instance,  the  adjustment  means 
107  is  manually  rotated  to  displace  the  pressure 
regulating  valve  21  ,  thereby  adjusting  the  final  wa- 

io  ter  temperature.  Since  the  biasing  means  82  is 
connected  at  opposite  ends  to  the  automatic  pres- 
sure  regulating  valve  21  and  the  adjustment  means 
107,  rotation  of  the  adjustment  means  in  one  direc- 
tion  increases  the  biasing  force  while  rotation  in  the 

is  opposite  direction  decreases  the  biasing  force. 
When  water  pressure  changes  during  manual  ad- 
justment  of  the  adjustment  means  107,  the  auto- 
matic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  operates  to  can- 
cel  out  the  pressure  change,  thereby  reducing  fluc- 

20  tuations  of  the  final  water  temperature. 
Fig.  20  shows  a  modified  form  of  the  adjust- 

ment  means  107.  A  cover  109  is  attached  to  the 
casing  108  to  substantially  cover  an  outer  end  of 
the  modified  adjustment  means  107.  The  adjust- 

25  ment  means  107  has  a  projection  107b  disposed 
centrally  on  an  outer  end  face  thereof  and  received 
in  a  central  hole  109a  in  the  cover  108.  The  projec- 
tion  107b  and  the  cover  109  jointly  have  a  position 
indicator  for  indicating  the  position  of  the  adjust- 

30  ment  means  107  to  facilitate  positioning  of  the 
biasing  means  82  to  its  initial  position.  The  position 
indicator  comprises  a  pair  of  matchmarks  110  (Fig. 
20A)  provided  on  an  end  face  of  the  projection 
107b  and  an  end  face  of  the  cover  109.  When  the 

35  automatic  control  of  the  variable  biasing  means  35 
(Fig.  19)  is  recovered  after  the  adjustment  means 
107  is  manually  operated  to  adjust  the  biasing 
force  of  the  biasing  means  82,  the  adjustment 
means  107  is  turned  until  the  matchmarks  110  are 

40  brought  into  register  with  each  other.  Thus,  the 
adjustment  means  107  and  the  biasing  means  82 
are  readily  returned  to  their  initial  positions. 

Fig.  21  B  shows  a  modified  position  indicator 
composed  of  a  key  107  provided  on  the  projection 

45  107b  and  a  keyway  109b  formed  in  the  cover  109. 
The  key  107  is  relievable  only  when  the  adjustment 
means  107  is  located  in  its  initial  position.  With  the 
position  indicator  thus  provided,  the  positioning  of 
the  biasing  means  82  is  achieved  accurately  with 

50  utmost  ease. 
A  further  modified  form  of  the  position  indicator 

is  shown  in  Fig.  22,  which  includes  a  permanent 
magnet  110  attached  to  an  adjustment  means  107, 
and  a  reed  switch  111  attached  to  the  cover  109. 

55  The  reed  switch  111  is  adapted  to  be  opened  and 
closed  depending  on  the  position  of  the  permanent 
magnet  110  relative  to  the  reed  switch  111.  The 
reed  switch  111  is  normally  open  and  it  is  closed 

12 



23 EP  0  386  773  B1 24 

to  indicate  the  initial  position  of  the  adjustment 
means  107  when  the  permanent  magnet  110  is  in 
face  to  face  confrontation  to  the  reed  switch  111. 
The  reed  switch  111  may  be  replaced  by  a  me- 
chanical  switch  or  an  optical  switch. 

Fig.  23  illustrates  a  water  mixing  device  ac- 
cording  to  a  twelfth  embodiment  of  the  present 
invention.  The  water  mixing  device  includes  a  bias- 
ing  means  82  using  a  repelling  force  produced 
between  a  pair  of  permanent  magnets  82a,  82b. 
The  permanent  magnet  82a  is  embedded  in  an 
automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  while  the 
permanent  magnet  82b  is  embedded  in  an  adjust- 
ment  means  107  in  confrontation  to  the  permanent 
magnet  82a.  The  adjustment  means  107  has  an 
external  thread  107a  and  threaded  to  a  valve  hous- 
ing,  not  designated,  so  that  the  biasing  force  pro- 
duced  by  the  biasing  means  82  is  adjustable  by 
turning  the  adjusting  means  107  in  either  direction 
to  change  the  distance  between  the  opposed  per- 
manent  magnets  82a,  82b.  Since  the  biasing 
means  82  exerts  a  biasing  force  on  a  connecting 
means  29  of  the  pressure  regulating  valve  21  in  a 
non-contacting  manner,  a  wide  range  of  adjustment 
of  the  final  water  temperature  is  possible  even 
when  the  biasing  means  82  is  combined  with  a 
variable  biasing  means  35  capable  of  producing  a 
biasing  force  tending  to  move  the  connecting 
means  29  in  one  direction.  Since  the  non-contact- 
ing  biasing  means  82  is  held  out  of  contact  with  hot 
water,  an  additional  flow  resistance  is  not  induced 
by  the  biasing  means  82  and  the  biasing  means  82 
is  not  deteriorated  by  hot  water. 

In  Fig.  23,  the  variable  biasing  means  35  com- 
prises  a  solenoid  including  a  movable  iron  core  or 
plunger  35a  and  an  exciting  coil  35b.  The  plunger 
35a  is  connected  to  the  connecting  means  29  of 
the  pressure  regulating  valve  21  and  is  movable 
both  in  the  axial  direction  and  the  circumferential 
direction  together  with  the  connecting  means  29. 
The  hot-water  side  valve  element  27  has  a  plurality 
of  integral  radial  fins  27a  acting  as  a  rotational 
force  generating  means.  Similarly,  the  cold-water 
side  valve  element  27  is  provided  with  a  plurality  of 
radial  fins  28a.  The  radial  fins  27a,  28a  react  on 
flows  of  hot  and  cold  water  to  rotate  the  connecting 
means  29  and  the  plunger  35a  concurrently.  With 
this  rotation  of  the  plunger,  scales  or  dust  depos- 
ited  in  a  clearance  between  the  plunger  35a  and 
the  coil  35b  is  removed  even  when  the  clearance  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum  so  as  to  substantially  elimi- 
nate  magnetic  losses  in  the  variable  biasing  means 
35.  The  rotational  force  generating  means  is  par- 
ticularly  advantageous  when  used  with  the  illus- 
trated  variable  biasing  means  35  constructed  to 
generate  an  electromagnetic  force  tending  to  at- 
tract  magnetic  particles  contained  in  water. 

Fig.  24  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  a  thirteenth  embodiment  of  the  present  invention 
wherein  a  variable  biasing  means  35  including  a 
permanent  magnet  and  a  magnetic  substance  is 

5  used. 
The  variable  biasing  means  (variable  magnetic 

force  generating  means)  35  comprises  a  stationary 
iron  core  of  a  magnetic  substance  35a,  an  exciting 
coil  35  and  a  permanent  magnet  33.  The  perma- 

io  nent  magnet  33  is  mounted  on  a  holder  112  con- 
nected  to  an  end  of  an  automatic  pressure  regulat- 
ing  valve  21  adjacent  to  a  cold-water  side  valve 
element  28.  When  the  exciting  coil  35b  is  en- 
ergized  to  magnetize  the  magnetic  substance  35a, 

is  the  permanent  magnet  33  is  attracted  or  repelled 
by  the  magnetized  magnetic  substance  35a,  there- 
by  displacing  the  pressure  regulating  valve  21  in 
the  axial  direction. 

Fig.  25  illustrates  the  relation  between  exciting 
20  currents  supplied  to  the  coil  35b  and  the  magnetic 

forces  acting  on  the  permanent  magnet  33.  When 
the  control  unit  40  (Fig.  24)  issues  a  command 
signal  for  applying  a  positive  exciting  current  to  the 
coil  35b,  the  magnetic  substance  35a  is  magne- 

25  tized  and  produces  a  magnetic  force  tending  to 
repel  the  permanent  magnet  33,  thereby  displacing 
the  connecting  means  29  downward  in  Fig.  24. 
Conversely,  when  a  negative  exciting  current  is 
supplied  to  the  coil  35b,  the  magnetic  substance 

30  35a  produces  a  magnetic  force  tending  to  attract  or 
pull  the  permanent  magnet  33.  Consequently,  the 
connecting  means  29  is  displaced  upwardly  in  Fig. 
24  with  the  result  that  the  hot-water  side  valve 
element  27  is  closed  while  the  cold-water  side 

35  valve  element  28  is  opened. 
While  the  coil  35b  is  de-energized,  the  perma- 

nent  magnet  33  and  the  magnetic  substance  35a 
are  attracted  toward  each  other  to  thereby  move 
the  pressure  regulating  valve  21  upwardly.  This 

40  upward  movement  of  the  pressure  regulating  valve 
21  causes  the  hot-water  side  valve  element  27  to 
open  and  also  causes  the  cold-water  side  valve 
element  28  to  close  concurrently,  thereby  lowering 
the  final  water  temperature.  With  this  arrangement, 

45  the  mixed-water  supplying  operation  can  be 
achieved  in  safe  even  when  the  power  supply  is 
interrupted. 

Fig.  26  shows  a  water  mixing  device  according 
to  a  fourteenth  embodiment  of  the  present  inven- 

50  tion.  The  water  mixing  device  includes  a  variable 
biasing  means  35  utilizing  the  combination  of  a 
magnetic  substance  with  a  permanent  magnet  and 
a  spring. 

Stated  more  specifically,  the  variable  biasing 
55  means  35  includes  a  stationary  iron  core  of  a 

magnetic  substance  35a  and  an  exciting  coil  35b 
wound  around  the  magnetic  substance  35a  for 
magnetizing  the  same.  A  permanent  magnet  33  is 
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mounted  on  a  holder  112  connected  to  an  end  of 
an  automatic  pressure  regulating  valve  21  adjacent 
to  a  cold-water  side  valve  element  28.  The  perma- 
nent  magnet  33  and  the  magnetic  substance  35a 
are  disposed  in  face-to-face  confrontation  with  an 
end  plug  108  disposed  therebetween.  A  compres- 
sion  coil  spring  114  acts  between  the  holder  112 
and  the  end  plug  113  and  urges  the  pressure 
regulating  valve  21  downward  in  Fig.  26.  The 
spring  114  constitute  a  part  of  the  variable  biasing 
means  35.  When  the  exciting  coil  35b  is  energized, 
the  magnetic  substance  35a  is  magnetized  where- 
upon  the  permanent  magnet  33  is  attracted  or 
repelled  by  the  magnetized  magnetic  substance 
35a,  thereby  displacing  the  pressure  regulating 
valve  21  in  the  axial  direction. 

Fig.  27  illustrates  the  relation  between  the  ex- 
citing  current  supplied  to  the  exciting  coil  35b  and 
the  magnetic  force  acting  on  the  permanent  mag- 
net  33.  As  appears  clear  from  this  figure,  the  mag- 
netic  force  varies  depending  on  the  distance  be- 
tween  the  magnetic  substance  35a  and  the  perma- 
nent  magnet  33.  The  valve  position  can  be  con- 
trolled  by  changing  the  exciting  current  supplied  to 
the  coil  35b.  The  force  of  the  spring  114  has  direct 
effects  on  the  control  of  the  valve  position,  as 
described  below  with  reference  to  Fig.  28.  Fig.  28 
is  the  combination  of  Fig.  27  with  the  characteris- 
tics  of  the  spring  114.  In  Fig.  28,  a  characteristic 
curve  A  indicates  the  electromagnetic  force  acting 
on  the  magnetic  substance  35a  when  the  exciting 
current  supplied  to  the  coil  35b  is  changed,  a 
characteristic  curve  B  indicates  the  force  of  the 
spring  114,  and  a  characteristic  curve  C  indicates 
the  composite  force  obtained  by  combination  of  the 
characteristic  curves  A  and  B.  As  appears  clear 
from  the  characteristic  curve  A,  the  valve  operating 
force  changes  steeply  as  the  valve  position  be- 
comes  small.  Conversely,  the  characteristic  curve 
C  incorporated  with  the  force  of  the  spring  114 
indicates  that  the  valve  operating  force  changes 
gently  as  the  valve  position  is  changed  and  it  has 
substantially  the  same  values  as  the  valve  operat- 
ing  force  of  the  characteristic  curve  A  in  a  region 
adjacent  to  the  maximum  valve  displacement. 
When  a  control  unit  40  (Fig.  26)  issues  a  command 
signal  to  apply  a  positive  exciting  current  to  the  coil 
35b,  the  magnetic  substance  35a  is  magnetized 
and  produces  an  electromagnetic  force  tending  to 
repel  the  permanent  magnet  33.  As  a  conse- 
quence,  the  connecting  means  29  is  displaced 
downwardly  in  Fig.  26.  Conversely,  when  a  nega- 
tive  exciting  current  is  supplied  to  the  coil  35b,  the 
magnetic  substance  35a  attracts  the  permanent 
magnet  33  so  that  the  connecting  means  29  is 
moved  upwardly  against  the  force  of  the  spring  114 
so  as  to  close  the  hot-water  side  valve  element  27 
and  open  the  cold-water  side  valve  element  28 

concurrently.  The  spring  114  thus  provided  accom- 
modates  a  sudden  change  of  valve  operating  force 
which  would  occur  when  the  valve  displacement  is 
relatively  small.  With  this  arrangement,  the  water 

5  mixing  valve  can  easily  be  controlled  accurately 
without  the  occurrence  of  pulsation  of  the  pressure 
regulating  valve  21  . 

Obviously  various  minor  changes  and  modifica- 
tions  of  the  present  invention  are  possible  in  the 

io  light  of  the  above  teaching.  It  is  therefore  to  be 
understood  that  within  the  scope  of  the  appended 
claims  the  invention  may  be  practiced  otherwise 
than  as  specifically  described. 

15  Claims 

1.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  com- 
prising  a  hot-water  passage  (19)  and  a  cold- 
water  passage  (20),  a  hot-water  side  valve  ele- 

20  ment  (27)  for  reducing  a  primary  pressure  in 
said  hot-water  passage  (19)  and  a  cold-water 
side  valve  element  (28)  for  reducing  a  primary 
pressure  in  said  cold-water  passage  (20),  con- 
necting  means  (29)  for  transmitting  a  differen- 

25  tial  pressure  created  between  a  secondary 
pressure  of  hot-water  acting  on  said  hot-water 
side  valve  element  (27)  and  a  secondary  pres- 
sure  of  cold-water  acting  on  said  cold-water 
side  valve  element  (28),  biasing  means  (35)  for 

30  producing  a  biasing  force  acting  in  conjunction 
with  said  differential  pressure  on  said  connect- 
ing  means  (29),  a  mixing  portion  (36)  for  per- 
mitting  hot  and  cold  water  to  blend  together, 
and  hot-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (37; 

35  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96)  disposed  between  a 
secondary  side  of  said  hot-water  side  valve 
element  (27)  and  said  mixing  portion  (36)  and 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (38;  46; 
49;  56;  58;  61  ;  97)  disposed  between  a  secon- 

40  dary  side  of  said  cold-water  side  valve  element 
(28)  and  said  mixing  portion  (36),  characterized 
in  that  said  biasing  means  (35)  is  a  variable 
biasing  means  drivable  under  the  control  of  an 
external  driving  force  for  producing  a  variable 

45  biasing  force  acting  in  conjunction  with  said 
differential  pressure  on  said  connecting  means 
(29)  ,  and  in  that  said  hot-water  side  flow  resis- 
tance  means  (37;  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96)  and 
said  cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (38; 

50  46;  49;  56;  58;  61  ;  97)  are  unresponsive  to  said 
external  driving  force. 

2.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  said  hot-water  side 

55  flow  resistance  means  (37)  and  said  cold-water 
side  flow  resistance  means  (38)  comprise  a 
pair  of  confronting  stationary  orifices  disposed 
on  opposite  sides  of  said  mixing  portions  (36), 
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and  each  of  said  orifices  (37,  38)  also  serves 
as  means  for  promoting  mixing  of  hot  and  cold 
water. 

3.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  said  hot-water  side 
flow  resistance  means  (45)  and  said  cold-water 
side  flow  resistance  means  (46)  comprise  a 
pair  of  confronting  stationary  perforated  plates 
disposed  on  opposite  sides  of  said  mixing  por- 
tions  (36),  and  each  of  said  perforated  plates 
(45,  46)  also  serves  as  means  for  promoting 
mixing  of  hot  and  cold  water. 

4.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  each  of  said  hot- 
water  side  flow  resistance  means  (48)  and  said 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (49) 
comprises  variable  flow  resistance  means  ca- 
pable  of  producing  a  flow  resistance  variable 
with  the  flow  rate  of  hot  water  or  the  flow  rate 
of  cold  water. 

5.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  4,  wherein  said  hot-water  side 
variable  flow  resistance  means  (48)  comprises 
a  first  valve  element  and  said  cold-water  side 
variable  flow  resistance  means  (49)  comprises 
a  second  valve  element  connected  with  said 
first  valve  element  (48)  for  movement  in  unison 
with  said  first  valve  element  (48),  further  in- 
cluding  a  supply  flow  rate  setter  (41)  for  setting 
a  desired  flow  rate  of  hot  water  to  be  supplied, 
and  a  control  unit  (40)  for  adjusting  the  position 
of  said  first  and  second  valve  elements  (48, 
49)  to  vary  the  flow  resistances  of  the  respec- 
tive  valve  elements  (48,  49)  according  to  said 
desired  flow  rate. 

6.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  each  of  said  hot- 
water  side  flow  resistance  means  (55)  and  said 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (56) 
comprises  a  linear  flow  resistance  member  ca- 
pable  of  varying  the  flow  rate  in  direct  propor- 
tion  to  said  differential  pressure  created  be- 
tween  said  valve  elements  (27,  28). 

7.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  6,  wherein  said  linear  flow 
resistance  member  (55,  56)  comprises  a  re- 
ticular  element  having  a  multitude  of  fine  open- 
ings  (55a,  55b). 

8.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  said  hot-water  side 
flow  resistance  means  (57)  and  said  cold-water 
side  flow  resistance  means  (58)  are  mounted 

on  said  connecting  means  (29)  and  movable  in 
unison  with  said  connecting  means  (29),  and 
each  of  said  flow  resistance  means  (57,  58) 
also  serves  as  differential  pressure  generating 

5  means. 

9.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  8,  wherein  said  connecting 
means  (29)  comprises  a  hollow  cylinder,  both 

io  of  said  valve  elements  (27,  28)  being  provided 
on  an  outer  peripheral  surface  of  said  hollow 
cylindrical  connecting  means  (29),  said  differ- 
ential  pressure  generating  means  (57,  58)  be- 
ing  mounted  within  said  hollow  cylindrical  con- 

15  necting  means  (29). 

10.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  9,  wherein  said  hollow  cylin- 
drical  connecting  means  (29)  has  a  number  of 

20  perforations  (59)  formed  in  its  peripheral  wall  in 
a  region  extending  between  said  differential 
pressure  generating  means  (57,  58)  and  facing 
said  mixing  portion  (36). 

25  11.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  each  of  said  hot- 
water  side  flow  resistance  means  (60)  and  said 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (61) 
comprises  a  variable  throttle  having  an  opening 

30  which  is  variable  with  the  flow  rate  of  hot  water 
or  cold  water  passing  therethrough. 

12.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  11,  wherein  said  variable 

35  throttle  (60,  61)  includes  a  fixed  valve  seat 
(60a,  61a),  a  ring-shaped  movable  valve  ele- 
ment  (60d,  61  d),  and  a  spring  (60c,  61c)  urg- 
ing  said  movable  valve  element  (60d,  61  d) 
against  the  valve  seat  (60a,  61a). 

40 
13.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 

claimed  in  claim  12,  wherein  said  valve  seat 
(60a,  61a)  has  a  plurality  of  circumferentially 
spaced  perforations  (60e,  61  e)  facing  said  mix- 

45  ing  portion  (36)  for  promoting  mixing  of  hot 
and  cold  water. 

14.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  each  of  said  hot- 

50  water  side  flow  resistance  means  (62)  and  said 
cold-water  side  flow  resistance  means  (63) 
comprises  a  variable  throttle  associated  with  a 
corresponding  one  of  said  hot-water  side  valve 
element  (27)  and  said  cold-water  side  valve 

55  element  (28)  and  having  an  opening  which  is 
variable  with  the  flow  rate  of  hot  water  or  cold 
water  passing  therethrough. 

15 
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15.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  14,  wherein  said  connecting 
means  (29)  comprises  a  hollow  cylinder,  both 
of  said  valve  elements  (27,  28)  being  integral 
with  the  peripheral  wall  of  said  hollow  cylin- 
drical  connecting  means  (29),  said  variable 
throttles  (62,  63)  being  disposed  within  said 
hollow  cylindrical  connecting  means  (29). 

16.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1  ,  wherein  said  hot-water  and 
cold-water  passages  (19,  20)  have  respective 
portions  (83,  84)  provided  on  the  secondary 
side  of  said  valve  elements  (27,  28),  said  hot- 
water  and  cold-water  passage  portions  (83,  84) 
extending  longitudinally  along  said  connecting 
means  (29)  in  opposite  directions  and  blending 
together  at  a  central  portion  of  said  connecting 
portion  (29). 

17.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  each  of  said  hot- 
water  side  valve  element  (27)  and  said  cold- 
water  side  valve  element  (28)  comprises  a 
hollow  cylinder  (91,  92)  having  a  plurality  of 
circumferentially  spaced  adjustment  holes  (93) 
for  adjusting  the  flow  rate  in  a  reverse-propor- 
tional  manner,  each  of  said  hot-water  side  flow 
resistance  means  (96)  and  said  cold-water  side 
flow  resistance  means  (97)  comprising  a  perfo- 
rated  turbulence  plate  disposed  within  a  cor- 
responding  one  of  said  cylinders  (91,  92)  in 
confronting  relation  to  the  opposite  perforated 
turbulence  plate  and  extending  perpendicular 
to  a  common  longitudinal  axis  of  said  cylinders 
(91  ,  92). 

18.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  said  variable  bias- 
ing  means  (35)  is  operative  to  produce  a  bias- 
ing  force  variable  to  change  the  final  water 
temperature  in  such  a  manner  that  the  final 
water  temperature  is  lowered  with  a  reduction 
of  the  biasing  force,  said  hot-water  side  valve 
element  (27)  being  substantially  closed  when  a 
power  supply  to  said  variable  biasing  means 
(35)  is  interrupted. 

19.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  further  including  a  control 
unit  producing  a  command  signal  to  discon- 
tinue  power  supply  to  said  variable  biasing 
means  (35)  when  mixed  water  supply  is  to  be 
interrupted  or  when  a  predetermined  period  of 
time  elapses  after  interruption  of  the  mixed- 
water  supply. 

20.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  further  including  means 
(106)  for  exerting  a  slight  vibratory  motion  on 
said  connecting  means  (29). 

5 
21.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 

claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  said  variable  bias- 
ing  means  (35)  is  disposed  on  one  side  of  said 
connecting  means  (29)  adjacent  to  said  cold- 

io  water  side  valve  element  (28). 

22.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  further  including  biasing 
means  (82)  for  urging  said  connecting  means 

is  (29)  in  a  direction  to  move  said  valve  elements 
(27,  28)  against  the  force  of  said  variable  bias- 
ing  means  (35). 

23.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
20  claimed  in  claim  22,  wherein  said  biasing 

means  (82)  is  operative  to  urge  said  connect- 
ing  means  (29)  in  non-contacting  manner. 

24.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
25  claimed  in  claim  23,  wherein  said  biasing 

means  (82)  includes  a  first  permanent  magnet 
(82a)  mounted  on  said  connecting  means  (29) 
and  movable  together  with  said  connecting 
means  (29),  and  a  stationary  second  perma- 

30  nent  magnet  (82b)  held  in  confrontation  to  said 
first  movable  permanent  magnet  (82a),  said 
first  and  second  permanent  magnets  (82a, 
82b)  magnetically  repelling  from  one  another. 

35  25.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  22,  further  including  adjust- 
ment  means  (107)  for  adjusting  the  position  of 
said  biasing  means  (82)  to  thereby  changing 
the  biasing  force  produced  by  said  biasing 

40  means  (82). 

26.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  23,  further  including  a  position 
indicator  (110;  107c,  109b;  110,  111)  asso- 

45  ciated  with  said  adjustment  means  (107)  for 
indicating  the  initial  position  of  said  adjustment 
means  (107). 

27.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
50  claimed  in  claim  1,  further  including  means 

(31,  32;  27a,  28a)  drivable  by  a  stream  of 
water  to  generate  a  rotational  force  tending  to 
rotate  said  connecting  means  (29)  and  said 
valve  elements  (27,  28). 

55 
28.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 

claimed  in  claim  27,  wherein  said  rotational 
force  generating  means  (31,  32)  comprises  at 
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least  one  turbine  mounted  on  said  connecting 
means  (29)  and  having  a  plurality  of  skewed 
blades. 

29.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  27,  wherein  said  rotational 
force  generating  means  (27a,  28a)  comprises  a 
plurality  of  radial  wings  disposed  on  each  of 
said  valve  elements  (27,  28). 

30.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  said  variable  bias- 
ing  means  (35)  comprises  a  permanent  mag- 
net  (33)  mounted  on  said  connecting  means 
(29),  and  a  variable  magnetic  force  generating 
means  (35a,  35b)  for  generating  a  variable 
magnetic  force  acting  on  said  permanent  mag- 
net  (33). 

31.  A  hot-water  and  cold  water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  wherein  said  variable  bias- 
ing  means  (35)  comprises  a  permanent  mag- 
net  (33)  mounted  on  said  connecting  means 
(29),  a  variable  magnetic  force  generating 
means  (35a,  35b)  for  generating  a  variable 
magnetic  force  acting  on  said  permanent  mag- 
net  (33),  and  a  spring  (114)  acting  a  magnetic 
force  tending  to  attract  said  permanent  magnet 
(33)  toward  said  variable  magnetic  force  gen- 
erating  means  (35a,  35b). 

32.  A  hot-water  and  cold-water  mixing  device  as 
claimed  in  claim  1,  further  including  tempera- 
ture  detecting  means  (39)  for  detecting  the 
temperature  of  mixed-water  at  said  mixing  por- 
tion  (36),  setting  means  (41)  for  setting  a  de- 
sired  mixed-water  temperature,  and  control 
means  (40)  for  controlling  operation  of  said 
variable  biasing  means  (35)  until  a  detected 
signal  received  from  said  temperature  detect- 
ing  means  (39)  is  in  equal  to  a  signal  received 
from  said  setting  means  (41). 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  mit  einem  HeiBwasserdurchgang  (19)  und 
einem  Kaltwasserdurchgang  (20),  einem  HeiB- 
wasserseitenventilelement  (27)  zum  Reduzie- 
ren  eines  primaren  Drucks  im  HeiBwasser- 
durchgang  (19)  und  einem  Kaltwasserseiten- 
ventilelement  (28)  zum  Reduzieren  eines  pri- 
maren  Drucks  im  Kaltwasserdurchgang  (20), 
Verbindungsmitteln  (29)  zum  Ubertragen  eines 
Differenzdrucks,  der  zwischen  einem  auf  das 
HeiBwasserseitenventilelement  (27)  wirkenden 
sekundaren  HeiBwasserdruck  und  einem  auf 
das  Kaltwasserseitenventilelement  (28)  wirken- 

den  sekundaren  Kaltwasserdruck  erzeugt  wird, 
Vorspannmitteln  (35)  zum  Herstellen  einer  Vor- 
spannkraft,  die  in  Verbindung  mit  dem  Diffe- 
renzdruck  auf  die  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  wirkt, 

5  einem  Mischabschnitt  (36),  urn  heiBem  und 
kaltem  Wasser  zu  gestatten,  ineinander  uber- 
zugehen,  und  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswi- 
derstandsmitteln  (37;  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96), 
die  zwischen  einer  sekundaren  Seite  des  HeiB- 

io  wasserseitenventilelements  (27)  und  dem 
Mischabschnitt  (36)  angeordnet  sind,  und  Kalt- 
wasserseitenstromungswiderstandsmitteln  (38; 
46;  49;  56;  58;  61;  97),  die  zwischen  einer 
sekundaren  Seite  des  Kaltwasserseitenventil- 

15  elements  (28)  und  dem  Mischabschnitt  (36) 
angeordnet  sind, 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet, 
daB  das  Vorspannmittel  (35)  ein  variables  Vor- 
spannmittel  ist,  das  unter  der  Steuerung  einer 

20  externen  Antriebskraft  antreibbar  ist,  urn  eine 
variable  Vorspannkraft  herzustellen,  die  in  Ver- 
bindung  mit  dem  Differenzdruck  auf  die  Ver- 
bindungsmittel  (29)  wirkt,  und  dadurch,  daB  die 
HeiBwasserseitenstromungswiderstandsmittel 

25  (37;  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96)  und  die  Kaltwasser- 
seitenstromungswiderstandsmittel  (38;  46;  49; 
56;  58;  61;  97)  unempfanglich  fur  die  externe 
Antriebskraft  sind. 

30  2.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  die  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswider- 
standsmittel  (37)  und  die  Kaltwasserseitenstro- 
mungswiderstandsmittel  (38)  ein  Paar  von  ge- 

35  genuberstehenden  stationaren  Offnungen  urn- 
fassen,  die  auf  entgegengesetzten  Seiten  der 
Mischabschnitte  (36)  angeordnet  sind,  und 
jede  der  Offnungen  (37,  38)  auch  als  Mittel 
zum  Fordern  eines  Mischens  von  heiBem  und 

40  kaltem  Wasser  dient. 

3.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  die  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswider- 

45  standsmittel  (45)  und  die  Kaltwasserseitenstro- 
mungswiderstandsmittel  (46)  ein  Paar  von  ge- 
genuberstehenden  stationaren  perforierten 
Platten  umfassen,  die  auf  entgegengesetzten 
Seiten  der  Mischabschnitte  (36)  angeordnet 

50  sind,  und  jede  der  perforierten  Platten  (45,  46) 
auch  als  Mittel  zum  Fordern  eines  Mischens 
von  heiBem  und  kaltem  Wasser  dient. 

4.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
55  tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 

worin  jedes  des  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswi- 
derstandsmittels  (48)  und  des  Kaltwassersei- 
tenstromungswiderstandsmittels  (49)  variable 

17 
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Stromungswiderstandsmittel  umfaBt,  die  in  der 
Lage  sind,  einen  Stromungswiderstand  herzu- 
stellen,  der  mit  der  Stromungsrate  von  heiBem 
Wasser  oder  der  Stromungsrate  von  kaltem 
Wasser  variiert. 

5.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  4  beansprucht, 
worin  das  variable  HeiBwasserseitenstro- 
mungswiderstandsmittel  (48)  ein  erstes  Ventil- 
element  und  das  variable  Kaltwasserseitenstro- 
mungswiderstandsmittel  (49)  ein  zweites  Ven- 
tilelement  umfaBt,  das  mit  dem  ersten  Ventil- 
element  (48)  fur  eine  Bewegung  in  Uberein- 
stimmung  mit  dem  ersten  Ventilelement  (48) 
verbunden  ist,  ferner  mit  einer  Zufuhrstro- 
mungsrateneinstellvorrichtung  (41)  zum  Ein- 
stellen  einer  gewunschten  Stromungsrate  von 
zuzufuhrendem  heiBen  Wasser  und  einer 
Steuerungseinheit  (40)  zum  Justieren  der  Posi- 
tion  der  ersten  und  zweiten  Ventilelemente  (48, 
49),  urn  die  Stromungswiderstande  der  jeweili- 
gen  Ventilelemente  (48,  49)  gemaB  der  ge- 
wunschten  Stromungsrate  zu  variieren. 

6.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  jedes  des  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswi- 
derstandsmittels  (55)  und  des  Kaltwassersei- 
tenstromungswiderstandsmittels  (56)  ein  linea- 
res  Stromungswiderstandsbauteil  umfaBt,  das 
in  der  Lage  ist,  die  Stromungsrate  in  einem 
direkten  Verhaltnis  zum  zwischen  den  Ventil- 
elementen  (27,  28)  erzeugten  Differenzdruck 
zu  variieren. 

7.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  6  beansprucht, 
worin  das  lineare  Stromungswiderstandsbauteil 
(55,  56)  ein  netzartiges  Element  mit  einer  Viel- 
zahl  feiner  Offnungen  (55a,  55b)  umfaBt. 

8.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  die  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswider- 
standsmittel  (57)  und  die  Kaltwasserseitenstro- 
mungswiderstandsmittel  (58)  auf  den  Verbin- 
dungsmitteln  (29)  angebracht  und  in  Uberein- 
stimmung  mit  den  Verbindungsmitteln  (29)  be- 
wegbar  sind,  und  jedes  der  Stromungswider- 
standsmittel  (57,  58)  auch  als  Differenzdrucker- 
zeugungsmittel  dient. 

9.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  8  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  einen  hohlen 
Zylinder  umfaBt,  wobei  beide  der  Ventilele- 
mente  (27,  28)  auf  einer  auBeren  Umfangs- 

oberflache  des  Hohlzylinderverbindungsmittels 
(29)  vorgesehen  sind  und  die  Differenzdrucker- 
zeugungsmittel  (57,  58)  innerhalb  des  Hohlzy- 
linderverbindungsmittels  (29)  angebracht  sind. 

5 
10.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 

tung  wie  in  Anspruch  9  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Hohlzylinderverbindungsmittel  (29) 
eine  Anzahl  von  Perforationen  (59)  aufweist, 

io  die  in  seiner  Umfangswand  in  einem  Bereich 
ausgebildet  sind,  der  sich  zwischen  den  Diffe- 
renzdruckerzeugungsmitteln  (57,  58)  erstreckt 
und  dem  Mischabschnitt  (36)  gegenuberliegt. 

is  11.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  jedes  des  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswi- 
derstandsmittels  (60)  und  des  Kaltwassersei- 
tenstromungswiderstandsmittels  (61)  eine  vari- 

20  able  Drossel  mit  einer  Offnung  umfaBt,  die  mit 
der  Stromungsrate  von  dort  hindurch  verlau- 
fendem  heiBen  Wasser  oder  kalten  Wasser 
variiert. 

25  12.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  1  beansprucht, 
worin  die  variable  Duse  (60,  61)  einen  fixierten 
Ventilsitz  (60a,  61a),  ein  ringformiges  beweg- 
bares  Ventilelement  (60d,  61  d)  und  eine  Feder 

30  (60c,  61c)  einschlieBt,  die  das  bewegbare  Ven- 
tilelement  (60d,  61  d)  gegen  den  Ventilsitz  (60a, 
61a)  drangt. 

13.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
35  tung  wie  in  Anspruch  12  beansprucht, 

worin  der  Ventilsitz  (60a,  61a)  eine  Vielzahl  von 
in  Umfangsrichtung  beabstandeten  Perforatio- 
nen  (60e,  61  e)  aufweist,  die  dem  Mischab- 
schnitt  (36)  gegenuberliegen,  urn  ein  Mischen 

40  von  heiBem  und  kaltem  Wasser  zu  fordern. 

14.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  jedes  des  HeiBwasserseitenstromungswi- 

45  derstandsmittels  (62)  und  des  Kaltwassersei- 
tenstromungswiderstandsmittels  (63)  eine  vari- 
able  Drossel  umfaBt,  die  einer  entsprechenden 
Drossel  des  HeiBwasserseitenventilelements 
(27)  und  des  Kaltwasserseitenventilelements 

50  (28)  zugeordnet  ist  und  eine  Offnung  aufweist, 
die  mit  der  Stromungsrate  von  dort  hindurch 
verlaufendem  heiBen  oder  kalten  Wasser  vari- 
iert. 

55  15.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  14  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  einen  hohlen 
Zylinder  umfaBt,  wobei  beide  der  Ventilele- 

18 
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mente  (27,  28)  einstuckig  mit  der  Umfangs- 
wand  der  Hohlzylinderverbindungsmittel  (29) 
vorliegen  und  variable  Drosseln  (62,  63)  inner- 
halb  der  Hohlzylinderverbindungsmittel  (29) 
angeordnet  sind. 

16.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  die  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Durch- 
gange  (19,  20)  jeweilige  Abschnitte  (83,  84) 
aufweisen,  die  auf  der  sekundaren  Seite  der 
Ventilelemente  (27,  28)  vorgesehen  sind,  wo- 
bei  sich  die  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser- 
Durchgangsabschnitte  (83,  84)  longitudinal  ent- 
lang  der  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  in  entgegenge- 
setzte  Richtungen  erstrecken  und  an  einem 
zentralen  Teil  des  Verbindungsteils  (29)  inein- 
ander  ubergehen. 

17.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  jedes  des  HeiBwasserseitenventilele- 
ments  (27)  und  des  Kaltwasserseitenventilele- 
ments  (28)  einen  hohlen  Zylinder  (91,  92)  mit 
einer  Vielzahl  von  in  Umfangsrichtung  beab- 
standeten  Justierlochern  (93)  zum  Justieren 
der  Stromungsrate  auf  eine  umgekehrt  propor- 
tionate  Weise  umfaBt,  wobei  jede  der  HeiBwas- 
serseitenstromungswiderstandsmittel  (96)  und 
der  Kaltwasserseitenstromungswiderstandsmit- 
tel  (97)  eine  perforierte  Turbulenzplatte  umfas- 
sen,  die  innerhalb  eines  entsprechenden  Zylin- 
ders  der  Zylinder  (91,  92)  in  gegenuberstehen- 
der  Relation  zur  entgegengesetzten  perforier- 
ten  Turbulenzplatte  angeordnet  ist,  und  sich 
senkrecht  zu  einer  gemeinsamen  longitudina- 
len  Achse  der  Zylinder  (91,  92)  erstrecken. 

18.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  das  variable  Vorspannmittel  (35)  wirksam 
ist,  urn  eine  Vorspannkraft  herzustellen,  die 
variabel  ist,  urn  die  endgultige  Wassertempera- 
tur  auf  solch  eine  Weise  zu  andern,  daB  die 
endgultige  Wassertemperatur  mit  einer  Redu- 
zierung  der  Vorspannkraft  abgesenkt  wird,  wo- 
bei  das  HeiBwasserseitenventilelement  (27)  im 
wesentlichen  geschlossen  ist,  wenn  eine  Lei- 
stungsversorgung  zum  variablen  Vorspannmit- 
tel  (35)  unterbrochen  ist. 

19.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
ferner  mit  einer  Steuerungseinheit,  die  ein  Be- 
fehlssignal  hervorruft,  urn  die  Leistungsversor- 
gung  zu  den  variablen  Vorspannmitteln  (35)  zu 
unterbinden,  wenn  eine  Mischwasserzufuhr  zu 
unterbrechen  ist  oder  wenn  eine  vorbestimmte 

Zeitperiode  nach  einer  Unterbrechung  der 
Mischwasserzufuhr  verstreicht. 

20.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
5  tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 

ferner  mit  Mitteln  (106)  zum  Ausuben  einer 
leichten  Vibrationsbewegung  auf  die  Verbin- 
dungsmittel  (29). 

io  21.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  das  variable  Vorspannmittel  (35)  auf  ei- 
ner  Seite  der  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  benach- 
bart  dem  Kaltwasserseitenventilelement  (28) 

is  angeordnet  ist. 

22.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
ferner  mit  Vorspannmitteln  (82),  urn  die  Verbin- 

20  dungsmittel  (29)  in  eine  Richtung  zu  drangen 
und  somit  die  Ventilelemente  (27,  28)  gegen 
die  Kraft  der  variablen  Vorspannmittel  (35)  zu 
bewegen. 

25  23.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  22  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Vorspannmittel  (82)  wirksam  ist,  urn 
das  Verbindungsmittel  (29)  auf  eine  kontaktlo- 
se  Weise  zu  drangen. 

30 
24.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 

tung  wie  in  Anspruch  23  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Vorspannmittel  (82)  einen  ersten 
Permanentmagneten  (82a),  der  auf  den  Verbin- 

35  dungsmitteln  (29)  angebracht  und  zusammen 
mit  den  Verbindungsmitteln  (29)  bewegbar  ist, 
und  einen  stationaren  zweiten  Permanentma- 
gneten  (82b)  einschlieBt,  der  in  Gegenuberstel- 
lung  zum  ersten  bewegbaren  Permanentma- 

40  gneten  (82a)  gehalten  wird,  wobei  sich  die 
ersten  und  zweiten  Permanentmagnete  (82a, 
82b)  magnetisch  voneinander  abstoBen. 

25.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
45  tung  wie  in  Anspruch  22  beansprucht, 

ferner  mit  Justiermitteln  (107)  zum  Justieren 
der  Position  der  Vorspannmittel  (82),  urn  da- 
durch  die  durch  die  Vorspannmittel  (82)  er- 
zeugte  Vorspannkraft  zu  andern. 

50 
26.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 

tung  wie  in  Anspruch  23  beansprucht, 
ferner  mit  einem  Positionsindikator  (110;  107c, 
109b;  110,  111),  der  den  Justiermitteln  (107) 

55  zugeordnet  ist,  urn  die  anfangliche  Position  der 
Justiermittel  (107)  anzuzeigen. 

19 
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27.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
ferner  mit  Mitteln  (31  ,  32;  27a,  28a),  die  durch 
einen  Wasserstrom  antreibbar  sind,  urn  eine 
Drehkraft  zu  erzeugen,  die  dazu  neigt,  die  Ver- 
bindungsmittel  (29)  und  die  Ventilelemente  (27, 
28)  zu  drehen. 

28.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  27  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Drehkrafterzeugungsmittel  (31,  32) 
wenigstens  eine  Turbine  umfaBt,  die  auf  den 
Verbindungsmitteln  (29)  angebracht  ist  und 
eine  Vielzahl  von  abgeschragten  Schaufeln 
aufweist. 

29.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  27  beansprucht, 
worin  das  Drehkrafterzeugungsmittel  (27a,  28a) 
eine  Vielzahl  von  radialen  Flugeln  umfaBt,  die 
auf  jedem  der  Ventilelemente  (27,  28)  ange- 
ordnet  sind. 

30.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  das  variable  Vorspannmittel  (35)  einen 
Permanentmagneten  (33),  der  auf  den  Verbin- 
dungsmitteln  (29)  angebracht  ist,  und  ein  vari- 
ables  Magnetkrafterzeugungsmittel  (35a,  35b) 
umfaBt,  urn  eine  variable  Magnetkraft  zu  erzeu- 
gen,  die  auf  den  Permanentmagneten  (33) 
wirkt. 

31.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
worin  das  variable  Vorspannmittel  (35)  einen 
Permanentmagneten  (33),  der  auf  den  Verbin- 
dungsmitteln  (29)  angebracht  ist,  ein  variables 
Magnetkrafterzeugungsmittel  (35a,  35b)  zum 
Erzeugen  einer  auf  den  Permanentmagneten 
(33)  wirkenden  variablen  Magnetkraft  und  eine 
Feder  (114)  umfaBt,  die  gegen  eine  Magnet- 
kraft  wirkt,  die  dazu  neigt,  den  Permanentma- 
gneten  (33)  auf  die  variablen  Magnetkrafterzeu- 
gungsmittel  (35a,  35b)  zu  anzuziehen. 

32.  Eine  HeiBwasser-  und  Kaltwasser-Mischvorrich- 
tung  wie  in  Anspruch  1  beansprucht, 
ferner  mit  Temperaturnachweismitteln  (39)  zum 
Nachweisen  der  Temperatur  von  Mischwasser 
am  Mischabschnitt  (36),  Einstellmitteln  (41) 
zum  Einstellen  einer  gewunschten  Mischwass- 
ertemperatur  und  Steuerungsmitteln  (40)  zum 
Steuern  eines  Betriebs  der  variablen  Vorspann- 
mittel  (35),  bis  ein  nachgewiesenes  Signal,  das 
von  den  Temperaturnachweismitteln  (39)  emp- 
fangen  wird,  gleich  einem  von  den  Einstellmit- 
teln  (41)  empfangenen  Signal  ist. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  comprenant  un  passage  d'eau  chaude  (19) 

5  et  un  passage  d'eau  froide  (20),  un  element  de 
valve  cote  eau  chaude  (27)  afin  de  reduire  une 
pression  primaire  dans  ledit  passage  d'eau 
chaude  (19)  et  un  element  de  valve  cote  eau 
froide  (28)  afin  de  reduire  une  pression  primai- 

io  re  dans  ledit  passage  d'eau  froide  (20),  des 
moyens  de  liaison  (29)  afin  de  transmettre  une 
pression  differentielle  creee  entre  une  pression 
secondaire  d'eau  chaude  qui  agit  sur  ledit  ele- 
ment  de  valve  cote  eau  chaude  (27)  et  une 

is  pression  secondaire  d'eau  froide  qui  agit  sur 
ledit  element  de  valve  cote  eau  froide  (28), 
des  moyens  de  sollicitation  (35)  afin  de  produi- 
re  une  force  de  sollicitation  qui  agit  conjointe- 
ment  avec  ladite  pression  differentielle  sur  les- 

20  dits  moyens  de  liaison  (29),  une  partie  de 
melange  (36)  afin  de  permettre  a  I'eau  chaude 
et  a  I'eau  froide  de  se  melanger,  et  des  orga- 
nes  de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau 
chaude  (37;  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96)  disposes 

25  entre  un  cote  secondaire  dudit  element  de 
valve  cote  eau  chaude  (27)  et  ladite  partie  de 
melange  (36),  et  des  moyens  de  resistance  a 
I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide  (38;  46;  49;  56; 
58;  61;  97)  disposes  entre  un  cote  secondaire 

30  dudit  element  de  valve  cote  eau  froide  (28)  et 
ladite  partie  du  melange  (36)  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  (35)  sont 
des  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables  sous  la 
commande  d'une  force  d'entraTnement  exte- 

35  rieure  afin  de  produire  une  force  de  sollicitation 
variable  qui  agit  conjointement  avec  ladite 
pression  differentielle  sur  lesdits  moyens  de 
liaison  (29),  et  en  ce  que  lesdits  moyens  de 
resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  chaude 

40  (37;  45;  48;  55;  57;  60;  96)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(38;  46;  49;  56;  58;  61;  97)  sont  insensibles  a 
ladite  force  d'entraTnement  exterieure. 

45  2.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (37)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 

50  (38)  comprennent  une  paire  d'orifices  station- 
naires  en  vis-a-vis  disposes  sur  les  cotes  op- 
poses  de  ladite  partie  de  melange  (36),  et  en 
ce  que  chacun  desdits  orifices  (37,  38)  sert 
egalement  de  moyen  afin  de  favoriser  le  me- 

55  lange  de  I'eau  chaude  et  de  I'eau  froide. 

3.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
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8.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (57)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(58)  sont  montes  sur  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison 
(29)  et  peuvent  etre  deplaces  conjointement 
avec  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29),  et  en  ce 
que  chacun  desdits  moyens  de  resistance  a 
I'ecoulement  (57,  58)  sert  egalement  en  tant 
que  moyen  pour  production  d'une  pression 
differentielle. 

que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (45)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(46)  comprennent  une  paire  de  plaques  perfo- 
rees  stationnaires  en  vis-a-vis  disposees  sur  5 
les  cotes  opposes  de  ladite  partie  du  melange 
(36),  et  en  ce  chacune  desdites  plaques  perfo- 
rees  (45,  46)  sert  egalement  de  moyen  pour 
favoriser  le  melange  de  I'eau  chaude  et  de 
I'eau  froide.  10 

4.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (48)  et  lesdits  moyens  is 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(49)  comprennent  chacun  des  moyens  varia- 
bles  de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  capables  de 
produire  une  resistance  variable  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  vis-a-vis  du  debit  d'eau  chaude  ou  du  20 
debit  d'eau  froide. 

5.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  4,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  variables  de  resistance  a  25 
I'ecoulement  cote  eau  chaude  (48)  compren- 
nent  un  premier  element  de  valve  et  en  ce  que 
lesdits  moyens  variables  de  resistance  a 
I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide  (49)  comprennent 
un  second  element  de  valve  raccorde  audit  30 
premier  element  de  valve  (48)  afin  de  se  de- 
placer  conjointement  avec  ledit  premier  ele- 
ment  de  valve  (48),  en  ce  qu'il  comprend  en 
outre  un  organe  de  fixation  (41)  afin  de  fixer  un 
debit  desire  d'eau  chaude  a  fournir,  et  une  35 
unite  de  commande  (40)  afin  de  regler  la  posi- 
tion  desdits  premier  et  second  elements  de 
valve  (48,  49)  afin  de  faire  varier  les  resistan- 
ces  a  I'ecoulement  des  elements  de  valve 
respectifs  (48,  49)  selon  ledit  debit  desire.  40 

6.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (55)  et  lesdits  moyens  45 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(56)  comprennent  chacun  un  organe  lineaire 
de  resistance  a  ecoulement  capable  de  faire 
varier  le  debit  en  proportion  directe  de  ladite 
pression  differentielle  creee  entre  lesdits  ele-  50 
ments  de  valve  (27,  28). 

7.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  6,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  ledit  organe  lineaire  de  resistance  a 
I'ecoulement  (55,  56)  comprend  un  element 
reticulaire  possedant  une  multitude  d'ouvertu- 
res  fines  (55a,  55b). 

9.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
15  de  selon  la  revendication  8,  caracterise  en  ce 

que  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29)  compren- 
nent  un  cylindre  creux,  lesdits  elements  de 
valve  (27,  28)  etant  tous  deux  prevus  sur  une 
surface  peripherique  exterieure  desdits 

20  moyens  de  liaison  cylindriques  creux  (29),  les- 
dits  moyens  de  production  de  pression  diffe- 
rentielle  (57,  58)  etant  montes  a  I'interieur  des- 
dits  moyens  de  liaison  cylindriques  creux  (29). 

25  10.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  9,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  cylindriques 
creux  (29)  comportent  un  certain  nombre  de 
perforations  (59)  formees  dans  leur  paroi  peri- 

30  pherique  dans  une  region  qui  s'etend  entre 
lesdits  moyens  de  production  de  pression  dif- 
ferentielle  (57,  58)  et  faisant  face  a  ladite  partie 
de  melange  (36). 

35  11.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (60)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 

40  (61)  comprennent  chacun  un  etranglement  va- 
riable  possedant  une  ouverture  qui  est  variable 
avec  le  debit  d'eau  chaude  ou  le  debit  d'eau 
froide  qui  le  traverse. 

45  12.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1  1  ,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  ledit  etranglement  variable  (60,  61)  com- 
prend  un  siege  de  valve  fixe  (60a,  61a),  un 
element  de  valve  mobile  de  forme  annulaire 

50  (60d,  61  d),  et  un  ressort  (60c,  61c)  repoussant 
ledit  element  de  valve  mobile  (60d,  61  d)  contre 
le  siege  de  valve  (60a,  61a). 

13.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
55  de  selon  la  revendication  12,  caracterise  en  ce 

que  ledit  siege  de  valve  (60a,  61a)  comporte 
une  pluralite  de  perforations  espacees  a  la 
circonference  (60e,  61  e)  qui  font  face  a  ladite 

21 
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partie  de  melange  (36)  afin  de  favoriser  le 
melange  d'eau  chaude  et  d'eau  froide. 

14.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoule- 
ment  cote  eau  chaude  (62)  et  lesdits  moyens 
de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau  froide 
(63)  comprennent  chacun  un  etranglement  va- 
riable  associe  de  fagon  correspondante  a  I'un 
desdits  elements  de  valve  cote  eau  chaude 
(27)  et  cote  eau  froide  (28),  et  comportant  une 
ouverture  qui  est  variable  conjointement  avec 
le  debit  d'eau  chaude  ou  le  debit  d'eau  froide 
qui  le  traverse. 

15.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  14,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29)  compren- 
nent  un  cylindre  creux,  lesdits  elements  de 
valve  (27,  28)  etant  tous  les  deux  integres  a  la 
paroi  peripherique  desdits  moyens  de  liaison 
cylindriques  creux  (29),  lesdits  etranglements 
variables  (62,  63)  etant  disposes  a  I'interieur 
desdits  moyens  de  liaison  cylindriques  creux. 

16.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  passage  d'eau  froide  et  d'eau 
chaude  (19,  20)  possedent  des  portions  res- 
pectives  (83,  84)  prevues  sur  le  cote  secondai- 
re  desdits  elements  de  valve  (27,  28),  lesdites 
portions  (83,  84)  des  passages  d'eau  chaude 
et  d'eau  froide  s'etendant  longitudinalement  le 
long  desdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29)  dans  des 
directions  opposees  et  se  rejoignant  a  une 
partie  centrale  de  ladite  partie  de  liaison  (29). 

17.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  ledit  element  de  valve  cote  eau  chaude 
(27)  et  ledit  element  de  valve  cote  eau  froide 
(28)  comprennent  chacun  un  cylindre  creux 
(91,  92)  comportant  une  pluralite  de  trous  de 
reglage  espaces  a  la  circonference  (93)  afin  de 
regler  le  debit  d'une  maniere  inversement  pro- 
portionnelle,  lesdits  moyens  de  resistance  a 
I'ecoulement  cote  eau  chaude  (96)  et  lesdits 
moyens  de  resistance  a  I'ecoulement  cote  eau 
froide  (97)  comprenant  chacun  une  plaque  per- 
foree  a  turbulence  disposee  a  I'interieur  de 
I'un  desdits  cylindres  (91,  92)  qui  y  corres- 
pond,  en  relation  face  a  face  par  rapport  a  la 
plaque  perforee  a  turbulence  opposee,  et 
s'etendant  perpendiculairement  a  un  axe  longi- 
tudinal  commun  desdits  cylindres  (91,  92). 

18.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables 
(35)  sont  capables  en  fonctionnement  de  pro- 

5  duire  une  force  de  sollicitation  variable  afin  de 
changer  la  temperature  d'eau  finale  d'une  ma- 
niere  telle  que  la  temperature  d'eau  finale  est 
abaissee  avec  une  reduction  de  la  force  de 
sollicitation,  ledit  element  de  valve  cote  eau 

io  chaude  (27)  etant  sensiblement  ferme  lorsque 
Ton  interrompt  I'alimentation  de  puissance  aux- 
dits  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables  (35). 

19.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
15  de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en 

outre  en  ce  qu'il  comprend  une  unite  de  com- 
mande  qui  produit  un  signal  de  commande  afin 
de  cesser  I'alimentation  de  puissance  auxdits 
moyens  de  sollicitation  variables  (35)  lorsque 

20  Ton  doit  interrompre  I'alimentation  d'eau  miti- 
gee,  ou  lorsqu'une  periode  predetermined 
s'est  ecoulee  apres  interruption  de  I'alimenta- 
tion  d'eau  mitigee. 

25  20.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  (106) 
destines  a  exercer  un  leger  mouvement  vibra- 
toire  sur  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29). 

30 
21.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 

de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables 
(35)  sont  disposes  sur  un  cote  desdits  moyens 

35  de  liaison  (29)  adjacent  audit  element  de  valve 
cote  eau  froide  (28). 

22.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 

40  qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  de  sollici- 
tation  (82)  afin  de  solliciter  lesdits  moyens  de 
liaison  (29)  dans  une  direction  afin  de  deplacer 
lesdits  elements  de  valve  (27,  28)  a  I'encontre 
de  la  force  desdits  moyens  de  sollicitation 

45  variables  (35). 

23.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  22,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  (82)  sont 

50  capables  en  fonctionnement  de  repousser  les- 
dits  moyens  de  liaison  (29)  selon  un  mode 
sans  contact. 

24.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
55  de  selon  la  revendication  23,  caracterise  en  ce 

que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  (82)  com- 
prennent  un  premier  aimant  permanent  (82a) 
monte  sur  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29)  et 

22 



43 EP  0  386  773  B1 44 

mobile  conjointement  avec  lesdits  moyens  de  que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables 
liaison  (29),  et  un  second  aimant  permanent  (35)  comprennent  un  aimant  permanent  (33) 
stationnaire  (82b)  maintenu  en  regard  dudit  monte  sur  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29),  des 
premier  aimant  permanent  mobile  (82a),  lesdits  moyens  magnetiques  variables  (35a,  35b)  afin 
premier  et  second  aimants  permanents  (82a,  5  de  produire  une  force  magnetique  variable  qui 
82b)  se  repoussant  mutuellement  magnetique-  agit  sur  ledit  aimant  permanent  (33),  et  un 
ment.  ressort  (114)  exergant  une  force  magnetique 

tendant  a  attirer  ledit  aimant  permanent  (33)  en 
25.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi-  direction  desdits  moyens  magnetiques  varia- 

de  selon  la  revendication  22,  caracterise  en  ce  10  bles  (35a,  35b). 
qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  de  regla- 
ge  (107)  pour  regler  la  position  desdits  32.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
moyens  de  sollicitation  (82)  afin  de  modifier  de  de  selon  la  revendication  1  ,  caracterise  en  ce 
ce  fait  la  force  de  sollicitation  produite  par  qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  de  detec- 
lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  (82).  is  tion  de  temperature  (39)  afin  de  detecter  la 

temperature  de  I'eau  melangee  au  niveau  de 
26.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi-  ladite  partie  de  melange  (36),  des  moyens  de 

de  selon  la  revendication  23,  comprenant  en  fixation  (41)  afin  de  fixer  une  temperature  desi- 
outre  un  indicateur  de  position  (110;  107c,  ree  pour  I'eau  mitigee,  et  des  moyens  de 
109b;  110,  111)  associe  auxdits  moyens  de  20  commande  (40)  afin  de  commander  le  fonc- 
reglage  (107)  afin  d'indiquer  la  position  initiale  tionnement  desdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  va- 
desdits  moyens  de  reglage  (107).  riables  (35)  jusqu'a  ce  qu'un  signal  detecte 

regu  depuis  lesdits  moyens  de  detection  de 
27.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi-  temperature  (39)  soit  egal  a  un  signal  regu 

de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce  25  depuis  lesdits  moyens  de  fixation  (41). 
qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  (31,  32; 
27a,  28a)  capables  d'etre  entraTnes  par  un 
ecoulement  d'eau  afin  de  produire  une  force 
de  rotation  tendant  a  faire  tourner  lesdits 
moyens  de  liaison  (29)  et  lesdits  elements  de  30 
valve  (27,  28). 

28.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  27,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  destines  a  produire  une  35 
force  de  rotation  (31,  32)  comprennent  au 
moins  une  turbine  montee  sur  lesdits  moyens 
de  liaison  (29)  et  comportant  une  pluralite  de 
pales  obliques. 

40 
29.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 

de  selon  la  revendication  27,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  destines  a  produire  une 
force  de  rotation  (27a,  28a)  comprennent  une 
pluralite  d'ailes  radiales  disposees  sur  chacun  45 
desdits  elements  de  valve  (27,  28). 

30.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 
que  lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  variables  so 
(35)  comprennent  un  aimant  permanent  (33) 
monte  sur  lesdits  moyens  de  liaison  (29),  et 
des  moyens  magnetiques  variables  (35a,  35b) 
afin  de  produire  une  force  magnetique  variable 
qui  agit  sur  ledit  aimant  permanent  (33).  55 

31.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce 

23 

mobile  conjointement  avec  lesdits  moyens  de 
liaison  (29),  et  un  second  aimant  permanent 
stationnaire  (82b)  maintenu  en  regard  dudit 
premier  aimant  permanent  mobile  (82a),  lesdits 
premier  et  second  aimants  permanents  (82a,  5 
82b)  se  repoussant  mutuellement  magnetique- 
ment. 

25.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  22,  caracterise  en  ce  10 
qu'il  comprend  en  outre  des  moyens  de  regla- 
ge  (107)  pour  regler  la  position  desdits 
moyens  de  sollicitation  (82)  afin  de  modifier  de 
ce  fait  la  force  de  sollicitation  produite  par 
lesdits  moyens  de  sollicitation  (82).  75 

26.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  23,  comprenant  en 
outre  un  indicateur  de  position  (110;  107c, 
109b;  110,  111)  associe  auxdits  moyens  de  20 
reglage  (107)  afin  d'indiquer  la  position  initiale 
desdits  moyens  de  reglage  (107). 

27.  Dispositif  de  melange  pour  eau  chaude  et  froi- 
de  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterise  en  ce  25 
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