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(54) ROTATION PULSATION GENERATING MECHANISM

(57) A rotation pulsation generating mechanism in-
cludes a drive motor (MT1), a transmission (30) coupled
between the drive motor (MT1) and a rotation target (TG),
a cam (10) fixed to a rotary shaft between the drive motor
(MT1) and the transmission (30) so as be rotated by the
drive motor (MT1), and a cam follower (20) biased so as
to press the cam (10). The cam (10) pressed by the cam
follower (20) is rotated by the drive motor (MT1) so as to
generate rotation pulsation according to a rotational
speed of the drive motor (MT1), and the rotational speed
of the drive motor (MT1) is changed by the transmission
(30) to a rotational speed of the rotation target (TG) dif-
ferent from that of the drive motor (MT1), so that a given
order of rotation pulsation is applied to the rotation target
(TG).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to a rotation pulsation gen-
erating mechanism, and particularly relates to a rotation
pulsation generating mechanism that generates a given
order of rotation pulsation by means of a drive motor, and
applies the rotation pulsation to a rotation target.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] A rotation pulsation generating mechanism dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2009-287986 (JP 2009-287986 A) simulates rotation pul-
sation of a given order that is determined by the rotational
speed of a reciprocating engine and the number of cyl-
inders in the engine, by means of a drive motor, and
applies the rotation pulsation to a rotation target or object.
In this specification, "rotation pulsation" refers to varia-
tions in the rotational speed or rotary torque, which pe-
riodically occur along with rotation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
disclosed in JP 2009-287986 A, the rotation pulsation is
generated by directly electrically increasing or reducing
the rotational speed of the drive motor. Therefore, the
capacity of the drive motor needs to be large, and control
of the drive motor may be complicated.
[0004] This invention provides a rotation pulsation gen-
erating mechanism in which the capacity of a drive motor
is small, and the drive motor can be easily controlled.
[0005] A rotation pulsation generating mechanism ac-
cording to one aspect of the invention includes a drive
motor, a transmission coupled between the drive motor
and a rotation target, a cam fixed to a rotary shaft between
the drive motor and the transmission and configured to
be rotated and driven by the drive motor, and a cam fol-
lower configured to be biased so as to press the cam. In
the rotation pulsation generating mechanism, the cam
pressed by the cam follower is configured to be rotated
and driven by the drive motor so as to generate rotation
pulsation according to a rotational speed of the drive mo-
tor, and the transmission is configured to change the ro-
tational speed of the drive motor to a rotational speed of
the rotation target which is different from the rotational
speed of the drive motor, so that a given order of rotation
pulsation is applied to the rotation target.
[0006] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
according to the above aspect of the invention, the cam
pressed by the cam follower is rotated and driven by the
drive motor, so that rotation pulsation according to the
rotational speed of the drive motor is generated, and the
rotational speed of the drive motor is changed by the

transmission to the rotational speed of the rotation target
which is different from that of the drive motor, so that the
given order of rotation pulsation is applied to the rotation
target. Namely, the given order of rotation pulsation is
mechanically generated, without directly electrically in-
creasing or reducing the rotational speed of the drive
motor. Therefore, the capacity of the drive motor can be
reduced, and the drive motor can be easily controlled.
[0007] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
as described above, the transmission may include a plan-
etary gear, and an adjustment motor coupled to the plan-
etary gear, and a rotational speed of the adjustment mo-
tor may be changed, so as to change a speed ratio of
the transmission. By adjusting the rotational speed of the
adjustment motor, it is possible to change the speed ratio
of the transmission, and change the order of generated
rotation pulsation.
[0008] The rotation pulsation generating mechanism
may further include a flywheel fixed to an output shaft to
which the rotation target is fixed. The flywheel is operable
to keep the rotational speed of the rotation target at a
given value.
[0009] The rotation pulsation generating mechanism
may further include a clutch provided between the drive
motor and the cam, and the clutch may be configured to
cut off transmission of rotary power from the drive motor.
Since the rotary power of the drive motor is blocked by
the clutch, and the drive motor can be stopped, electric
power consumed by the drive motor can be reduced.
[0010] Further, the rotation pulsation generating mech-
anism may further include a brake that puts a brake on
rotation of the output shaft. In this case, the drive motor
need not absorb regenerative energy during braking, and
the capacity of the drive motor can be reduced.
[0011] According to the invention, it is possible to pro-
vide the rotation pulsation generating mechanism in
which the capacity of the drive motor is small, and the
drive motor can be easily controlled.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Features, advantages, and technical and indus-
trial significance of exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion will be described below with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which like numerals denote like el-
ements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic plan view of a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a first embodi-
ment;
FIG. 2A is a side view of a cam, cam follower, and
a biasing member, and is useful for explaining a
mechanism for generating rotation pulsation;
FIG. 2B is a side view of a cam, cam follower, and
a biasing member, and is useful for explaining a
mechanism for generating rotation pulsation;
FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view of a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a second em-
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bodiment;
FIG. 4A is a side view of a cam, cam followers, and
biasing members, and is useful for explaining a
mechanism for generating rotation pulsation;
FIG. 4B is a side view of a cam, cam followers, and
biasing members, and is useful for explaining a
mechanism for generating rotation pulsation;
FIG. 5 is a schematic plan view of a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a third embod-
iment;
FIG. 6 is a planetary-gear nomographic chart indi-
cating the relationship among the rotational speed
of a sun gear, rotational speed of a planetary carrier,
and the rotational speed of a ring gear, as indicated
in TABLE 1;
FIG. 7 is a schematic plan view of a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a fourth embod-
iment;
FIG. 8 is a planetary-gear nomographic chart indi-
cating the relationship among the rotational speed
of a sun gear, rotational speed of a planetary carrier
PC, and the rotational speed of a ring gear, as indi-
cated in TABLE 2;
FIG. 9 is a schematic plan view of a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a fifth embodi-
ment; and
FIG. 10 is a schematic plan view of a test system to
which the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
according to the fifth embodiment is applied.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0013] Some embodiments of the invention will be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the drawings. It is, how-
ever, to be understood that this invention is not limited
to the following embodiments. Also, the following descrip-
tion and drawings are simplified as needed, for the sake
of clarity of explanation.
[0014] Initially, referring to FIG. 1, a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a first embodiment
will be described. FIG. 1 is a schematic plan view of the
rotation pulsation generating mechanism according to
the first embodiment. As shown in FIG. 1, the rotation
pulsation generating mechanism 1 according to this em-
bodiment includes a drive motor MT1, cam 10, cam fol-
lower 20, biasing member 21, and a transmission 30.
[0015] A right-handed x-y-z coordinate system indicat-
ed in FIG. 1 and other drawings is conveniently provided
for explaining the positional relationship of constituent
elements. Generally, the z-axis positive direction is a ver-
tically upward direction, and the x-y plane is a horizontal
plane. This x-y-z system is used in common among the
drawings.
[0016] As shown in FIG. 1, the cam 10 is fixed to a
rotation shaft between the drive motor MT1 and the trans-
mission 30, and is rotated and driven by the drive motor
MT1. In the example of FIG. 1, the cam 10 is fixed to the
rotation shaft of the drive motor MT1 which extends in

the x-axis direction.
[0017] FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are side views of the cam
10, cam follower 20, and the biasing member 21, and
these drawings are useful for explaining a mechanism
for generating rotation pulsation. The cam 10 shown in
FIG. 1, FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B is a so-called plate cam,
which is in the form of a circular disc having an outer
circumferential surface on which a smooth convex por-
tion 11 is formed. The cam follower 20 that is biased by
the biasing member 21 in the y-axis negative direction is
pressed against the outer circumferential surface of the
cam 10. The type of the cam 10 is not particularly limited,
but may be a grooved cam, for example. In FIG. 1, the
cam 10 and the cam follower 20 are depicted such that
they are spaced from each other, for the sake of easy
understanding.
[0018] A bearing having a rotational axis parallel to the
x-axis, for example, is preferably used as the cam follow-
er 20. By using the bearing as the cam follower 20, it is
possible to reduce friction between the cam 10 and the
cam follower 20. As the biasing member 21, a spring
member, such as an air spring or a coil spring, may be
used.
[0019] As described above, the cam follower 20 biased
by the biasing member 21 in the y-axis negative direction
is pressed against the outer circumferential surface of
the cam 10. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 2A, during a
period from the time when the cam follower 20 comes
into contact with the convex portion 11 to the time when
the cam follower 20 reaches a peak P of the convex por-
tion 11 while the cam 10 makes one revolution, the con-
vex portion 11 is pushed by the cam follower 20 in a
direction opposite to the direction of rotation of the cam
10, and the speed of rotation of the cam 10 is reduced.
[0020] On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 2B, during
a period from the time when the cam follower 20 reaches
the peak P of the convex portion 11 to the time when the
cam follower 20 leaves the convex portion 11, the convex
portion 11 is pushed by the cam follower 20 in the direc-
tion of rotation of the cam 10, and the speed of rotation
of the cam 10 is increased. Thus, each time the cam 10
makes one revolution, the speed of rotation of the cam
10 is reduced and increased once, and rotation pulsation
is generated once.
[0021] In the example of FIG. 1, the rotational speed
of the cam 10 is equal to the rotational speed of the drive
motor MT1. Therefore, when the rotational speed of the
drive motor MT1 is 1500 rpm, as shown in FIG. 1 by way
of example, rotation pulsation of 1500 rpm is generated.
[0022] The transmission 30 is coupled between the
drive motor MT1 and a rotation target TG. Namely, the
transmission 30 is coupled between the cam 10 and the
rotation target TG, and includes an input gear G11 and
an output gear G12 which mesh with each other. The
input gear G11 is fixed to a distal end portion of a rotary
shaft of the cam 10 on the x-axis positive side. The rota-
tion target TG is fixed to a rotary shaft, or output shaft,
of the output gear G12, which shaft extends from the
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output gear G12 in the x-axis positive direction.
[0023] The speed ratio of the transmission 30 shown
in FIG. 1 is 3/2. Therefore, when the rotational speed of
the drive motor MT1 is 1500 rpm, the rotational speed of
the input gear G11 is 1500 rpm, and the rotational speed
of the output gear G12 is 1000 rpm. Accordingly, the ro-
tational speed of the rotation target TG is 1000 rpm.
[0024] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to this embodiment, the cam 10 pressed by
the cam follower 20 is rotated and driven by the drive
motor MT1, so that rotation pulsation according to the
rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is generated,
while the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is
changed by the transmission 30 to the rotational speed
of the rotation target, which is different from that of the
drive motor MT1. With this arrangement, a given order
of rotation pulsation can be applied to the rotation target
TG.
[0025] In the example of FIG. 1, rotation pulsation of
1500 rpm equal to the rotational speed of the drive motor
MT1 is generated, while at the same time the rotational
speed of the drive motor MT1 is changed by the trans-
mission 30 to 1000 rpm as the rotational speed of the
rotation target TG, so that 1.5-order rotation pulsation is
applied to the rotation target TG.
[0026] The 1.5-order rotation pulsation appears in a
three-cylinder engine, for example. If the input gear G11
and the output gear G12 that constitute the transmission
30 are replaced so as to change the speed ratio, a dif-
ferent order of rotation pulsation can be applied to the
rotation target TG. The order of rotation pulsation applied
to the rotation target TG may be set as appropriate.
[0027] As described above, in the rotation pulsation
generating mechanism 1 according to this embodiment,
the cam 10 pressed by the cam follower 20 is rotated and
driven by the drive motor MT1, so that rotation pulsation
according to the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1
is generated. Namely, the rotation pulsation generating
mechanism 1 mechanically generates a given order of
rotation pulsation while keeping the rotational speed of
the drive motor MT1 constant, without directly electrically
increasing or reducing the rotational speed of the drive
motor MT1. Therefore, the capacity of the drive motor
MT1 can be reduced, and the drive motor MT1 can be
easily controlled.
[0028] Next, referring to FIG. 3, a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a second embodi-
ment will be described. FIG. 3 is a schematic plan view
of the rotation pulsation generating mechanism accord-
ing to the second embodiment. As shown in FIG. 3, in
the rotation pulsation generating mechanism 1 according
to this embodiment, the cam 10 has a pair of convex
portions 11a, 11b. Also, a cam follower 20a that is biased
by a biasing member 21a in the y-axis negative direction,
and a cam follower 20b that is biased by a biasing mem-
ber 21b in the y-axis positive direction are located to be
opposed to each other via the cam 10.
[0029] FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are side views of the cam

10, cam followers 20a, 20b, and the biasing members
21a, 21b, and these drawings are useful for explaining a
mechanism for generating rotation pulsation. The cam
10 shown in FIG. 3, FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B is a so-called
plate cam, which is in the form of a circular disc having
an outer circumferential surface on which a pair of smooth
convex portions 11a, 11b are formed to be opposed to
each other. The cam follower 20a biased by the biasing
member 21a in the y-axis negative direction, and the cam
follower 20b biased by the biasing member 21b in the y-
axis positive direction are pressed against the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the cam 10. In FIG. 3, the cam
10 and the cam followers 20a, 20b are depicted such that
they are spaced from each other, for the sake of easy
understanding.
[0030] Therefore, as shown in FIG. 4A, during a period
from the time when the cam follower 20a comes into con-
tact with the convex portion 11a to the time when the cam
follower 20a reaches a peak P of the convex portion 11a,
the convex portion 11a is pushed by the cam follower
20a in a direction opposite to the direction of rotation of
the cam 10, and the speed of rotation of the cam 10 is
reduced. At the same time, during a period from the cam
follower 20b comes into contact with the convex portion
11b to the time when the cam follower 20b reaches a
peak P of the convex portion 11b, the convex portion 11b
is pushed by the cam follower 20b in the direction oppo-
site to the direction of rotation of the cam 10, and the
speed of rotation of the cam 10 is reduced.
[0031] On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 4B, during
a period from the time when the cam follower 20a reaches
the peak P of the convex portion 11a to the time when
the cam follower 20a leaves the convex portion 11a, the
convex portion 11a is pushed by the cam follower 20a in
the direction of rotation of the cam 10, and the speed of
rotation of the cam 10 is increased. At the same time,
during a period from the time when the cam follower 20b
reaches the peak P of the convex portion 11b to the time
when the cam follower 20b leaves the convex portion
11b, the convex portion 11b is pushed by the cam follower
20b in the direction of rotation of the cam 10, and the
speed of rotation of the cam 10 is increased.
[0032] Thus, each time the cam 10 makes a half (1/2)
revolution, the speed of rotation of the cam 10 is reduced
and increased once, and rotation pulsation is generated
once. In other words, each time the cam 10 makes one
revolution, the speed of rotation of the cam 10 is reduced
and increased twice, and rotation pulsation is generated
twice.
[0033] In the example of FIG. 3, the rotational speed
of the cam 10 is equal to the rotational speed of the drive
motor MT1. Therefore, when the rotational speed of the
drive motor MT1 is 750 rpm, as shown in FIG. 3 by way
of example, rotation pulsation of 1500 rpm is generated.
[0034] The transmission 30 is coupled between the
cam 10 and the rotation target TG, and includes an input
gear G21 and an output gear G22 which mesh with each
other. The input gear G21 is fixed to a distal end portion
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of a rotary shaft of the cam 10 on the x-axis positive side.
The rotation target TG is fixed to a rotary shaft, or output
shaft, of the output gear G22, which extends from the
output gear G22 in the x-axis positive direction.
[0035] The speed ratio of the transmission 30 shown
in FIG. 3 is 3/4. Therefore, when the rotational speed of
the drive motor MT1 is 750rpm, the rotational speed of
the input gear G21 is 750 rpm, and the rotational speed
of the output gear G22 is 1000 rpm. Accordingly, the ro-
tational speed of the rotation target TG is 1000 rpm.
[0036] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to this embodiment, the cam 10 pressed by
the cam followers 20a, 20b is rotated and driven by the
drive motor MT1, so that rotation pulsation according to
the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is generated,
while the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is
changed by the transmission 30 to the rotational speed
of the rotation target, which is different from that of the
drive motor MT1. With this arrangement, a given order
of rotation pulsation can be applied to the rotation target
TG.
[0037] In the example of FIG. 3, while rotation pulsation
of 1500 rpm, which is twice as high as the rotational speed
(750 rpm) of the drive motor MT1, is generated, the ro-
tational speed of the drive motor MT1 is changed by the
transmission 30 to 1000rpm as the rotational speed of
the rotation target TG, and 1.5 order of rotation pulsation
is applied to the rotation target TG. If the input gear G21
and output gear G22 that constitute the transmission 30
are replaced, and the speed ratio is changed, a different
order of rotation pulsation can be applied to the rotation
target TG.
[0038] As described above, in the rotation pulsation
generating mechanism 1 according to this embodiment,
too, the cam 10 pressed by the cam followers 20a, 20b
is rotated and driven by the drive motor MT1, so that
rotation pulsation according to the rotational speed of the
drive motor MT1 is generated. Namely, the rotation pul-
sation generating mechanism 1 mechanically generates
rotation pulsation while keeping the rotational speed of
the drive motor MT1 constant, without directly electrically
increasing or reducing the rotational speed of the drive
motor MT1. Therefore, the capacity of the drive motor
MT1 can be reduced, and the drive motor MT1 can be
easily controlled.
[0039] Also, in the rotation pulsation generating mech-
anism 1 according to this embodiment, the cam follower
20a biased by the biasing member 21a in the y-axis neg-
ative direction is located to be opposed to the cam fol-
lower 20b biased by the biasing member 21b in the y-
axis positive direction, via the cam 10. Therefore, it is
possible to suppress vibration generated in the y-axis
direction in the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1, as compared with the first embodiment. The other con-
figuration is substantially identical with that of the first
embodiment, and therefore, will not be described in de-
tail.
[0040] Next, referring to FIG. 5, a rotation pulsation

generating mechanism according to a third embodiment
will be described. FIG. 5 is a schematic plan view of the
rotation pulsation generating mechanism according to
the third embodiment. In the rotation pulsation generating
mechanism 1 according to this embodiment, the input
gear G11 in the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1 is re-
placed by a planetary gear.
[0041] As shown in FIG. 5, the transmission 30 is cou-
pled between the cam 10 and the rotation target TG, and
includes an input gear G31 and an output gear G32 which
mesh with each other. The input gear G31 is a planetary
gear having a sun gear SG, a planetary carrier PC, and
a ring gear RG.
[0042] The sun gear SG of the input gear G31 is fixed
to a distal end portion of a rotary shaft of the cam 10 on
the x-axis positive side. An adjustment motor MT2 is cou-
pled to the planetary carrier PC. By adjusting the rota-
tional speed of the adjustment motor MT2, the speed
ratio of the input gear G31 can be changed. In the exam-
ple of FIG. 5, the speed ratio of the input gear G31, when
the adjustment motor MT2 is not used, is 3/2=1.5.
[0043] The rotation target TG is fixed to a rotary shaft,
or output shaft, of the output gear G32, which extends
from the output gear G32 in the x-axis positive direction.
The speed ratio between the input gear G31 and the out-
put gear G32 shown in FIG. 5 is 1. Therefore, when the
rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is 1500 rpm, as
shown in FIG. 5, and the adjustment motor MT2 is not
used, the rotational speed of the sun gear SG of the input
gear G31 is 1500 rpm, and the rotational speed of the
ring gear RG of the input gear G31 is 1000 rpm, while
the rotational speed of the output gear G32 is 1000 rpm.
Accordingly, the rotational speed of the rotation target
TG is 1000 rpm.
[0044] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to this embodiment, the cam 10 pressed by
the cam follower 20 is rotated and driven by the drive
motor MT1, so that rotation pulsation according to the
rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is generated,
while the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is
changed by the transmission 30 to the rotational speed
of the rotation target, which is different from that of the
drive motor MT1. With this arrangement, a given order
of rotation pulsation can be applied to the rotation target
TG.
[0045] In the example of FIG. 5, when the adjustment
motor MT2 is not used, rotation pulsation of 1500 rpm
equal to the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is
generated, and the rotational speed of the drive motor
MT1 is changed by the transmission 30 to 1000 rpm as
the rotational speed of the rotation target TG, so that 1.5-
order rotation pulsation is applied to the rotation target
TG.
[0046] Next, referring to TABLE 1 and FIG. 6, a specific
example in which the speed ratio of the input gear G31
is changed by adjusting the rotational speed of the ad-
justment motor MT2 will be described. In the rotation pul-
sation generating mechanism shown in FIG. 5, rotation
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pulsation whose order is equal to the speed ratio of the
transmission 30, or the speed ratio of the input gear G31,
can be applied to the rotation target TG. In the example
of TABLE 1 and FIG. 6, the order of rotation pulsation is
changed in the range of 1.560.1. Namely, the order of
rotation pulsation is changed from 1.4 to 1.6.
[0047] TABLE 1 is a tabulated list indicating the order
of rotation pulsation, the rotational speed S of the sun
gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary carrier
PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG. The
unit of the rotational speed is rpm. Here, the rotational
speed S of the sun gear SG is equal to the rotational
speed of the drive motor MT1, and the rotational speed
C of the planetary carrier PC is equal to the rotational
speed of the adjustment motor MT2. As shown in TABLE
1, the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG is fixed to
-1000 (R=-1000). Namely, the rotational speed of the ro-
tation target TG is fixed to 1000 rpm. The minus sign of
the rotational speed of the ring gear RG means that the
ring gear RG rotates in the reverse direction.
[0048] FIG. 6 is a planetary-gear nomographic chart
indicating the relationship among the rotational speed S
of the sun gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary
carrier PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear
RG, as indicated below in TABLE 1. FIG. 6 shows the
cases where the order of rotation pulsation is 1.4, 1.5,
and 1.6. As shown in FIG. 6, the relationship of R=-(S-
5C/2)32/3 is established among the rotational speed S
of the sun gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary
carrier PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG.
[0049] As shown in FIG. 6, the rotational speed C of
the planetary carrier PC is adjusted by the adjustment
motor MT2, in accordance with increase/reduction of the
rotational speed S of the sun gear SG as an input, so
that the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG as an
output is kept constant. With this arrangement, the order
of rotation pulsation generated can be changed.
[0050] Thus, in the rotation pulsation generating mech-
anism 1 according to this embodiment, the input gear
G31 is the planetary gear, and includes the adjustment
motor MT2 coupled to the planetary gear. Therefore, the
speed ratio of the transmission 30 can be changed by
adjusting the rotational speed of the adjustment motor
MT2, and the order of rotation pulsation generated can
be changed.
[0051] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to the first embodiment, the gears of the
transmission 30 need to be replaced so as to change the
speed ratio. However, in the rotation pulsation generating
mechanism 1 according to this embodiment, the speed
ratio can be changed without replacing the gears of the
transmission 30.

TABLE 1

ORDER S C R

1.60 1600 40 -1000

[0052] Next, referring to FIG. 7, a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a fourth embodi-
ment will be described. FIG. 7 is a schematic plan view
of the rotation pulsation generating mechanism accord-
ing to the fourth embodiment. In the rotation pulsation
generating mechanism 1 according to this embodiment,
the input gear G21 of the second embodiment shown in
FIG. 3 is replaced by a planetary gear.
[0053] As shown in FIG. 7, the transmission 30 is cou-
pled between the cam 10 and the rotation target TG, and
includes an input gear G41 and an output gear G42 which
mesh with each other. The input gear G41 is a planetary
gear having a sun gear SG, a planetary carrier PC, and
a ring gear RG. The planetary carrier PC of the input gear
G41 is fixed to a distal end portion of a rotary shaft of the
cam 10 on the x-axis positive side. An adjustment motor
MT2 is coupled to the sun gear SG. By adjusting the
rotational speed of the adjustment motor MT2, it is pos-
sible to change the speed ratio of the input gear G41. In
the example of FIG. 7, the speed ratio of the input gear
G41 when the adjustment motor MT2 is not used is 3/4.
[0054] The rotation target TG is fixed to a rotary shaft,
or output shaft, of the output gear G42, which extends
from the output gear G42 in the x-axis positive direction.
The speed ratio between the input gear G41 and the out-
put gear G42 shown in FIG. 7 is 1. Therefore, when the
rotational speed of the motor MT1 is 750 rpm, as shown
in FIG. 7, and the adjustment motor MT2 is not used, the
rotational speed of the planetary carrier PC of the input
gear G41 is 750 rpm, and the rotational speed of the ring
gear RG of the input gear G41 is 1000 rpm, while the
rotational speed of the output gear G42 is 1000 rpm. Ac-
cordingly, the rotational speed of the rotation target TG
is 1000 rpm.
[0055] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to this embodiment, the cam 10 pressed by
the cam followers 20a, 20b is rotated and driven by the
drive motor MT1, so that rotation pulsation according to
the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is generated,

(continued)

ORDER S C R

1.58 1580 32 -1000

1.56 1560 24 -1000

1.54 1540 16 -1000

1.52 1520 8 -1000

1.50 1500 0 -1000

1.48 1480 -8 -1000

1.46 1460 -16 -1000

1.44 1440 -24 -1000

1.42 1420 -32 -1000

1.40 1400 -40 -1000
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while the rotational speed of the drive motor MT1 is
changed by the transmission 30 to the rotational speed
of the rotation target, which is different from that of the
drive motor MT1. With this arrangement, a given order
of rotation pulsation can be applied to the rotation target
TG.
[0056] In the example of FIG. 7, when the adjustment
motor MT2 is not used, the rotational speed (750 rpm)
of the drive motor MT1 is changed by the transmission
30 to the rotational speed (1000 rpm) of the rotation target
TG, while rotation pulsation of 1500 rpm that is twice as
high as the rotational speed (750 rpm) of the drive motor
MT1 is generated, so that 1.5-order rotation pulsation is
applied to the rotation target TG.
[0057] Next, referring to TABLE 2 and FIG. 8, a specific
example in which the speed ratio of the input gear G41
is changed by adjusting the rotational speed of the ad-
justment motor MT2 will be described. In the rotation pul-
sation generating mechanism shown in FIG. 7, rotation
pulsation whose order is twice as large as the speed ratio
of the transmission 30, or the speed ratio of the input
gear G41, can be applied to the rotation target TG. In the
example of TABLE 2 and FIG. 8, the order of rotation
pulsation is changed in the range of 1.560.1. Namely,
the order of rotation pulsation is changed from 1.4 to 1.6.
[0058] TABLE 2 is a tabulated list indicating the order
of rotation pulsation, the rotational speed S of the sun
gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary carrier
PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG. The
unit of the rotational speed is rpm. Here, the rotational
speed S of the sun gear SG is equal to the rotational
speed of the adjustment motor MT2, and the rotational
speed C of the planetary carrier PC is equal to the rota-
tional speed of the drive motor MT1. As shown in TABLE
2, the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG is fixed to
1000 (R=1000). Namely, the rotational speed of the ro-
tation target TG is fixed to 1000 rpm.
[0059] FIG. 8 is a planetary-gear nomographic chart
indicating the relationship among the rotational speed S
of the sun gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary
carrier PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear
RG, as indicated below in TABLE 2. FIG. 8 shows the
cases where the order of rotation pulsation is 1.4, 1.5,
and 1.6. As shown in FIG. 8, the relationship of R=(C-
S/4)34/3 is established among the rotational speed S of
the sun gear SG, the rotational speed C of the planetary
carrier PC, and the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG.
[0060] As shown in FIG. 8, the rotational speed S of
the sun gear SG is adjusted by the adjustment motor
MT2, in accordance with increase/reduction of the rota-
tional speed C of the planetary carrier PC as an input,
so that the rotational speed R of the ring gear RG as an
output is kept constant. With this arrangement, the order
of rotation pulsation generated can be changed.
[0061] Thus, in the rotation pulsation generating mech-
anism 1 according to this embodiment, the input gear
G41 is the planetary gear, and includes the adjustment
motor MT2 coupled to the planetary gear. Therefore, the

speed ratio of the transmission 30 can be changed by
adjusting the rotational speed of the adjustment motor
MT2. Therefore, the order of rotation pulsation generated
can be changed.
[0062] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to the second embodiment, the gears of the
transmission 30 need to be replaced so as to change the
speed ratio. However, in the rotation pulsation generating
mechanism 1 according to this embodiment, the speed
ratio can be changed without replacing the gears of the
transmission 30.

[0063] Next, referring to FIG. 9, a rotation pulsation
generating mechanism according to a fifth embodiment
will be described. FIG. 9 is a schematic plan view of the
rotation pulsation generating mechanism according to
the fifth embodiment. The rotation pulsation generating
mechanism 1 according to this embodiment is provided
by adding a clutch 40, a flywheel 50, and a brake 60 to
the rotation pulsation generating mechanism 1 according
to the fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 7.
[0064] As shown in FIG. 9, the clutch 40 is provided
between the drive motor MT1 and the cam 10, and is
operable to cut off transmission of rotary power from the
drive motor MT1. After the rotational speed of the rotation
target TG reaches a given value by means of the drive
motor MT1, the rotary power of the drive motor MT1 is
blocked by the clutch 40, and the drive motor MT1 can
be stopped.
[0065] The flywheel 50 is fixed to an output shaft to
which the rotation target TG is fixed, and rotates along
with the rotation target TG. Thus, even after the rotary
power of the drive motor MT1 is blocked by the clutch
40, the rotational speed of the rotation target TG can be
kept at the given value by means of the flywheel 50 having
a large mass. In the example of FIG. 9, the flywheel 50
is provided at the distal side (x-axis positive side) of the
output shaft relative to the rotation target TG.

TABLE 2

ORDER S C R

1.60 200 800 1000

1.58 160 790 1000

1.56 120 780 1000

1.54 80 770 1000

1.52 40 760 1000

1.50 0 750 1000

1.48 -40 740 1000

1.46 -80 730 1000

1.44 -120 720 1000

1.42 -160 710 1000

1.40 -200 700 1000
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[0066] The brake 60 puts a brake on rotation of the
output shaft to which the rotation target TG is fixed. In
the example of FIG. 9, the brake 60 is provided in a distal
end portion of the output shaft to which the rotation target
TG is fixed. As the brake 60, an air brake, for example,
may be used.
[0067] In the rotation pulsation generating mechanism
1 according to this embodiment, after the rotational speed
of the rotation target TG reaches the given value by
means of the drive motor MT1, the rotary power of the
drive motor MT1 is blocked by the clutch 40, and the drive
motor MT1 can be stopped. At this time, the rotational
speed of the rotation target TG can be kept at the given
value by the flywheel 50. Therefore, electric power con-
sumed by the drive motor MT1 can be reduced. After the
drive motor MT1 is disconnected from the cam 10 by the
clutch 40, a brake is applied by the brake 60. Therefore,
the drive motor MT1 need not absorb regenerative en-
ergy during braking, and the capacity of the drive motor
MT1 can be reduced.
[0068] Next, referring to FIG. 10, a test system to which
the rotation pulsation generating mechanism according
to the fifth embodiment is applied will be described. FIG.
10 is a schematic plan view of the test system to which
the rotation pulsation generating mechanism according
to the fifth embodiment is applied. This test system ap-
plies generated rotation pulsation to a damper as the
rotation target TG, and evaluates damping performance
of the rotation target TG.
[0069] As shown in FIG. 10, a spring damper SD1 is
provided between the output gear G42 and the rotation
target TG. A torque sensor TS1 for measuring torque of
the output gear G42 is provided between the output gear
G42 and the spring damper SD1. The torque sensor TS
1 measures torque variations caused by rotation pulsa-
tion generated by the cam 10.
[0070] On the other hand, a spring damper SD2 is pro-
vided between the flywheel 50 and the rotation target TG.
Then, a torque sensor TS2 for measuring torque varia-
tions damped or attenuated via the rotation target TG is
provided between the rotation target TG and the spring
damper SD2. The damping performance of the rotation
target TG can be evaluated by comparing the torque var-
iations measured by the torque sensor TS 1, with the
torque variations measured by the torque sensor TS2.
[0071] In FIG. 10, an adjustment flywheel 70 for ad-
justing the moment of inertia of the rotation target TG is
provided between the spring damper SD1 and the spring
damper SD2, but may not be necessarily provided.
[0072] It is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the above-described embodiments, but may be
changed as appropriate, without departing from the prin-
ciple of the invention.

Claims

1. A rotation pulsation generating mechanism, com-

prising:

a drive motor (MT1);
a transmission (30) coupled between the drive
motor (MT1) and a rotation target (TG);
a cam (10) fixed to a rotary shaft between the
drive motor (MT1) and the transmission (30) and
configured to be rotated and driven by the drive
motor (MT1); and
a cam follower (20: 20a, 20b) configured to be
biased so as to press the cam (10), wherein
the cam (10) pressed by the cam follower (20:
20a, 20b) is configured to be rotated and driven
by the drive motor (MT1) so as to generate ro-
tation pulsation according to a rotational speed
of the drive motor (MT1), and the transmission
(30) is configured to change the rotational speed
of the drive motor (MT1) to a rotational speed of
the rotation target (TG) which is different from
the rotational speed of the drive motor (MT1),
so that a given order of rotation pulsation is ap-
plied to the rotation target (TG).

2. The rotation pulsation generating mechanism ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein the transmission (30) in-
cludes a planetary gear (G31; G41), and an adjust-
ment motor (MT2) coupled to the planetary gear
(G31; G41), and a rotational speed of the adjustment
motor (MT2) is changed, so as to change a speed
ratio of the transmission (30).

3. The rotation pulsation generating mechanism ac-
cording to claim 1 or 2, further comprising a flywheel
(50) fixed to an output shaft to which the rotation
target (TG) is fixed.

4. The rotation pulsation generating mechanism ac-
cording to claim 3, further comprising a clutch (40)
provided between the drive motor (MT1) and the cam
(10), the clutch (40) being configured to cut off trans-
mission of rotary power from the drive motor (MT1).

5. The rotation pulsation generating mechanism ac-
cording to claim 4, further comprising a brake (60)
that puts a brake on rotation of the output shaft.
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