
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

50
5 

92
0

A
1

TEPZZ¥5Z59 ZA_T
(11) EP 3 505 920 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
03.07.2019 Bulletin 2019/27

(21) Application number: 17845820.4

(22) Date of filing: 08.06.2017

(51) Int Cl.:
G01N 27/22 (2006.01) G01R 27/26 (2006.01)

G01F 23/26 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/JP2017/021348

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2018/042809 (08.03.2018 Gazette 2018/10)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(30) Priority: 29.08.2016 JP 2016166499

(71) Applicant: Mitsubishi Electric Corporation
Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• TAMIDA, Taichiro

Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

• INOUE, Takahiro
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

• HASHIMOTO, Takashi
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

• IWATA, Akihiko
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

• KOYAMA, Shuhei
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

• KOBAYASHI, Takahiko
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

(74) Representative: Trinks, Ole
Meissner Bolte Patentanwälte 
Rechtsanwälte Partnerschaft mbB 
Widenmayerstraße 47
80538 München (DE)

(54) CAPACITANCE DETECTION DEVICE AND POWER CONVERSION DEVICE

(57) Provided is an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device including: an electrode pair including a pair
of electrodes, the electrode pair being arranged inside a
compressor configured to compress refrigerant; a capac-
itor being connected in series to the electrode pair; an
inverter having one of power lines connected to one end

of series-connected electrode pair and capacitor, and is
configured to drive the compressor, the power lines being
used for driving the compressor; and a voltage detecting
unit configured to measure a voltage between the pair of
electrodes of the electrode pair.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a device con-
figured to mainly detect, as a value of an electrostatic
capacitance, a state of a liquid in a device, for example,
a state of oil inside a compressor used in an air-condi-
tioning apparatus, a refrigerating machine, or other ap-
paratus.

Background Art

[0002] A compressor used in an air-conditioning appa-
ratus or a refrigerating machine is configured to com-
press gas (refrigerant) for conversion of the gas to energy
by moving a motor and other mechanical parts with elec-
trical energy. Positive-displacement compression mech-
anisms configured to compress the gas include a scroll
compression mechanism, a rotary compression mecha-
nism, and other compression mechanisms, and every
mechanism is formed of mechanical parts, which are
combined with very fine lapping and are moved to com-
press the refrigerant. Therefore, oil (refrigerating ma-
chine oil) for lubrication is always required in a gap be-
tween the parts of a positive-displacement compressor.
As a result, the refrigerating machine oil and the refrig-
erant necessarily coexist inside the compressor.
[0003] In respect of its mechanism, the compressor is
entirely or partially a high-pressure vessel since it is con-
figured to compress the refrigerant. The compressor gen-
erally has a structure in which a motor, scroll, or other
positive-displacement compressor is arranged inside the
high-pressure vessel. A predetermined amount of refrig-
erating machine oil is always stored inside the vessel,
and the refrigerating machine oil circulates inside the
compressor structure to maintain sound mechanical op-
eration of a compression device portion in which lapping
occurs with the compression of the refrigerant. In other
words, normal circulation of the refrigerating machine oil
inside the compressor significantly affects reliability of
the compressor operation.
[0004] Meanwhile, the compressor is a device config-
ured to compress the refrigerant, and hence the refrig-
erant circulates inside the compressor. The refrigerating
machine oil and the refrigerant coexist, and may be mixed
in some cases inside the compressor. The refrigerant
passes through the positive-displacement compressor
and is discharged from the compressor, and at the time
of discharge, part of the refrigerating machine oil is also
discharged simultaneously. As a result, in a refrigerant
circuit of the air-conditioning apparatus, not only the re-
frigerant but also the refrigerating machine oil circulates.
Therefore, the amount of refrigerating machine oil inside
the compressor may be depleted in some cases, and a
problem in mechanical soundness of the compressor
may occur in some cases (oil depletion detection). Mean-
while, if the amount of refrigerating machine oil inside the

compressor is too large and a liquid level of the oil that
is increased to interfere with a rotating portion of the mo-
tor may become a factor that reduces efficiency of a ro-
tating machine. Therefore, it is desired that the amount
of refrigerating machine oil inside the compressor be ap-
propriately managed (oil level detection).
[0005] Moreover, a state in which the refrigerant is dis-
solved in the refrigerating machine oil to some extent is
established inside the compressor. When a dissolved
amount of refrigerant in the refrigerating machine oil is
too large, lubricity expected of the oil is impaired, and the
soundness of the positive-displacement compressor
cannot be maintained. Moreover, the oil in which the re-
frigerant is excessively dissolved has a risk that, when a
temperature is increased, the refrigerant is suddenly
evaporated and is abruptly reduced in amount. There-
fore, it is also extremely important to know how much
refrigerant is dissolved in the refrigerating machine oil for
the operation of the compressor (refrigerant concentra-
tion detection). For example, Patent Literature 1 disclos-
es a technology in which electrodes are provided at the
bottom of a compressor to detect an electrostatic capac-
itance of the electrodes, to thereby measure a liquid level
of the oil and a state the oil of being mixed with the re-
frigerant.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0006] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Pat-
ent Application Publication JP 02-291484

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0007] However, since the compressor is also a pres-
sure vessel, it is difficult to detect a state inside the com-
pressor. In a case of a mechanism like that disclosed in
Patent Literature 1 described above, the electrostatic ca-
pacitance between the electrodes is extremely minute at
about several pF to about several tens of pF. Meanwhile,
the motor rotates to generate electrical noise above the
compressor. It has been extremely difficult to accurately
measure the minute electrostatic capacitance from the
noise.
[0008] The present invention has been made to solve
the above-mentioned problem, and an object thereof is
to provide an electrostatic capacitance detection device
and a power conversion apparatus, which are capable
of accurately detecting a state of liquid inside an appa-
ratus even when the apparatus includes a motor or other
electric motor.

Solution to Problem

[0009] According to one embodiment of the present
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invention, there is provided an electrostatic capacitance
detection device, comprising: an electrode pair including
a pair of electrodes, the electrode pair being arranged
inside a compressor configured to compress refrigerant;
a capacitor being connected in series to the electrode
pair; an inverter having a first power line connected to
one end of a measurement target portion, and being con-
figured to drive the compressor, the first power line being
one of power lines for driving the compressor, the meas-
urement target portion being formed by connecting the
electrode pair and the capacitor in series to each other;
and a voltage detecting unit configured to measure a volt-
age between the pair of electrodes of the electrode pair.
[0010] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided an electrostatic ca-
pacitance detection device, comprising: an electrode pair
including a pair of electrodes, the electrode pair being
included in a liquid container; a capacitor connected in
series to the electrode pair; an inverter having a power
line connected to one end of series-connected electrode
pair and capacitor, the power line being used for driving
a device; a liquid, which is stored in the liquid container,
and is to be used by the device driven by the inverter;
and a voltage detecting unit configured to measure a volt-
age between the electrode pair.
[0011] According to still another embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a power conversion
apparatus, comprising: an electrode pair; a capacitor
connected in series to the electrode pair; a voltage de-
tecting unit configured to detect a voltage between elec-
trodes of the electrode pair; a compressor, in which the
electrode pair is placed; and an inverter, which has one
of power lines connected to one end of series-connected
electrode pair and capacitor, and is configured to drive
the compressor.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0012] According to the electrostatic capacitance de-
tection device and the power conversion apparatus of
the embodiments of the present invention, an AC voltage
of inverter power lines can be applied to the electrode
pair inside the liquid container by the capacitor. As a re-
sult, the electrostatic capacitance detection device and
the power conversion apparatus detect an electrostatic
capacitance formed between the electrode pair, and
hence can perform accurate detection with a simple con-
figuration without being affected by noise of the inverter.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0013]

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device and a power conversion appara-
tus according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a graph showing PWM operation of an in-
verter.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit
as a detection principle in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration exam-
ple of a detecting circuit in Embodiment 2 of
the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 3 of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a partial configuration of
an electrostatic capacitance detection device
according to Embodiment 4 of the present in-
vention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 5 of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 6 of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 7 of the
present invention.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 8 of the
present invention.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of an in-
stallation configuration of an electrostatic ca-
pacitance detection device according to Em-
bodiment 9 of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating another example of
the installation configuration of the electro-
static capacitance detection device according
to Embodiment 9 of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 11 of
the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing temperature dependence
of an oil relative dielectric constant-refrigerant
concentration relationship, which is stored in
a control unit in Embodiment 11 of the present
invention.

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device according to Embodiment 13 of
the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device and a power conversion appara-
tus according to Embodiment 14 of the
present invention.
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FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit
as a detection principle in Embodiment 14 of
the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device and a power conversion appara-
tus according to Embodiment 15 of the
present invention.

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit
as a detection principle in Embodiment 15 of
the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an installation config-
uration of an electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device and a power conversion appara-
tus according to Embodiment 16 of the
present invention.

FIG. 21 is a diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit
as a detection principle in Embodiment 16 of
the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a connection state of
an electrostatic capacitance detection device
to a power line in Embodiment 17 of the
present invention.

Description of Embodiments

Embodiment 1

[0014] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device and a power conversion apparatus according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. In FIG. 1, a com-
pressor 50 as an example of a load device, an inverter
circuit configured to drive the compressor 50, and a de-
tecting circuit portion of an electrostatic capacitance de-
tection device 1 according to the present invention are
illustrated, and those components form a power conver-
sion apparatus 100.
[0015] The inverter circuit generally receives power
from a single-phase or three-phase AC power source 31,
and a DC voltage is generated through a converter circuit
32 including a rectifier circuit 33, a booster circuit 34, a
smoothing capacitor 35, and other components. The rec-
tifier circuit 33 is an AC-DC converter configured to rectify
an AC voltage of the three-phase AC power source 31,
and is formed of a three-phase full-wave rectifier obtained
by bridge-connecting six diodes, for example. The recti-
fier circuit 33 outputs the rectified voltage to the booster
circuit 34. The booster circuit 34 is a DC-DC converter
configured to perform transformation to any voltage, and
is formed of a boost chopper circuit, for example. The
booster circuit 34 is configured to transform the voltage
rectified by the rectifier circuit 33 and output the trans-
formed voltage. The booster circuit 34 may be omitted
depending on a target output. The smoothing capacitor
35 is formed of an electrolytic capacitor, for example, and
is configured to smooth the output voltage that is output
from the booster circuit 34.

[0016] The DC voltage (hereinafter referred to as "bus
voltage") generated by the converter circuit 32 is con-
verted into an alternating current by an inverter 36, and
is applied to a motor 54 in the compressor 50. A line on
a positive side and a line on a negative side of the DC
voltage are referred to as a "P-bus LBp" and an "N-bus
LBn", respectively. Cables of output lines of the inverter
36, that is, input lines of the compressor are referred to
as "power lines LPu, LPv, and LPw". The inverter 36 is
formed of a plurality of switching elements. As the switch-
ing elements, IGBT (insulated gate bipolar transistor) or
MOSFET (metal-oxide-semiconductor-field-effect-tran-
sistor) elements or other elements are used, for example.
[0017] The compressor 50 is mainly formed of the mo-
tor 54 and a positive-displacement compressor 55, which
is driven to rotate by the motor 54. In FIG. 1, a scroll
compressor is illustrated as the positive-displacement
compressor 55. Another type of compressor, for exam-
ple, a rotary or reciprocating compressor, may be used
instead. The compressor 50 is configured to suck refrig-
erant from an intake port 52, compress the sucked re-
frigerant with the positive-displacement compressor 55,
and discharge the compressed refrigerant from a dis-
charge port 53. The motor 54 is formed of a stator fixed
to a shell housing 51 of the compressor 50 and a rotor
at the center. In a portion below the rotor, there is an oil
intake port, from which refrigerating machine oil 56 is
sucked to be circulated through the positive-displace-
ment compressor 55 and other parts of the compressor
50.
[0018] When the compressor 50 is vertical as in FIG.
1, the refrigerating machine oil 56 is accumulated in a
lower portion of the compressor, and the oil is sucked
from the oil intake port to circulate inside the compressor
50. A position of an oil level of the refrigerating machine
oil 56 is important in managing the amount of oil. A vessel
in which liquid as a detection target is stored is referred
to as a "liquid container", and in Embodiment 1, the shell
housing 51 corresponds to the liquid container.
[0019] An electrode pair 2 is arranged such that it is
immersed in the refrigerating machine oil 56. The elec-
trode pair 2 is intended to measure an electrostatic ca-
pacitance between the electrodes, and hence two metal
plates arranged in parallel to each other is assumed. The
two metal plates may have any shape in principle as long
as the metal plates do not interfere with the compressor
operation. The two electrodes are hereinafter referred to
as an "electrode F" and an "electrode G".
[0020] A potential of the electrode F is extracted to the
outside through a cable and a glass terminal T2. A meas-
uring capacitor 3 is provided between the terminal ex-
tracted from the electrode F and a power line. Here, a
general three-phase motor has three power lines (LPu,
LPv, and LPw), and the power line may be any one (for
example, LPu) of the three power lines. Meanwhile, the
electrode G is connected to a ground potential. The shell
housing 51 of the compressor 50 is generally grounded,
and hence the electrode G is connected to the shell hous-
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ing 51 of the compressor 50, for example. A potential of
the electrode G is extracted to the outside by the glass
terminal T2 and then grounded in FIG. 1, but may be
connected inside the compressor 50. In that case, only
the glass terminal for the F electrode is required, and one
glass terminal becomes unnecessary.
[0021] In this configuration, a voltage between the
electrode F and the shell housing 51 of the compressor
50, that is, the ground potential is input to a voltage meas-
uring circuit. In FIG. 1, a voltage dividing circuit 22 con-
figured to divide a measured voltage to a low voltage
suited for the detection, and an insulation amplifier 24
configured to convert a potential of a measuring system,
as primary steps, are illustrated.
[0022] Moreover, in the circuit of FIG. 1, a relay 4 is
provided such that the potential of the electrode F and a
potential of the power line LPu may be switched as a
measurement target. This circuit is intended to measure
the electrostatic capacitance between the electrode F
and the electrode G. A measurement principle is de-
scribed below.
[0023] First, operation of the inverter 36 is described.
When the motor 54 is driven by the inverter 36, it is de-
sired that an electric current that is as close to a sine
wave as possible be allowed to flow through the motor
54. However, the inverter 36 turns the voltage ON/OFF
with IGBT or other switching elements, and hence in the
case of an element configuration as that of FIG. 1, for
example, only a potential of one of the P-bus LBp and
the N-bus LBn can be output. Meanwhile, the inverter 36
can perform switching at a frequency (for example, sev-
eral kHz) that is much higher than a frequency (for ex-
ample, 100 kHz) required for the motor 54. Therefore,
the switching of the inverter 36 is repeated at a fast rate
to change its pulse width, to thereby obtain an output
close to a sine wave. This is called "PWM (pulse width
modulation) control". The inverter 36 is controlled by an
inverter control unit (not shown).
[0024] FIG. 2 is a graph showing PWM operation of
the inverter. In FIG. 2, how PWM control is performed is
illustrated. It is desired to output a voltage waveform of
the sine wave (command value), but such a voltage
waveform cannot be output. Therefore, a voltage is out-
put while changing a fine pulse width as shown in FIG.
2. With the voltage waveform, an electric current close
to the sine wave is allowed to flow. In other words, the
electric current having the sine wave flows through the
motor 54, but the voltage of the inverter 36 is a series of
high-frequency pulses.
[0025] Next, the principle of measuring the electrostat-
ic capacitance is described. FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrat-
ing an equivalent circuit as a detection principle in Em-
bodiment 1 of the present invention. Cx is the electrostatic
capacitance, that is, the measurement target formed by
the electrode F and the electrode G, and Cd is an elec-
trostatic capacitance of the measuring capacitor 3 pro-
vided between the electrode F and the inverter power
line. The electrode G is connected to the shell housing

51, that is, the ground. The relay 4 performs switching
between V0 and Vx, which is measured by a voltage
measurement device 15.
[0026] The AC power source on the left indicates a
fluctuation in potential of the inverter power lines. As de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 2, the output voltage of the
inverter 36 fluctuates at a high frequency through the
PWM control. This high-frequency fluctuation component
is applied to both ends of the measuring capacitor 3 and
the electrode pair 2 connected in series. In other words,
the AC voltage is applied to both ends of the measuring
capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 connected in series
and is divided by the measuring capacitor 3. The series-
connected measuring capacitor 3 and electrode pair 2 is
hereinafter referred to as a "measurement target portion
8" (see FIG. 3). At this time, when values (for example,
amplitudes of the alternating current) of the voltage V0
before being divided and the voltage Vx after being di-
vided are determined, a value of Cx can be calculated
based on the following equation.

[0027] Actually, the measured electrostatic capaci-
tance of the electrode pair 2 includes, in parallel, a con-
siderable floating capacitance Cs. In this case, accurate-
ly, Cx+Cs in the left side of the expression (1) is meas-
ured. The floating capacitance Cs is caused by the struc-
ture of the device, and hence when a value of the floating
capacitance Cs is evaluated in advance, the value of the
electrostatic capacitance Cx of the electrode pair 2 can
be determined based on the expression (1).
[0028] As described above, in Embodiment 1, the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 includes the
electrode pair 2, the measuring capacitor 3, a voltage
detecting unit 21 configured to detect the voltage be-
tween the electrodes of the electrode pair 2, the com-
pressor 50, in which the electrode pair 2 is installed, and
the inverter 36 configured to drive the compressor 50.
Then, to a power line (for example, power line LPu) of
the inverter 36 configured to drive the compressor 50,
one end of the measurement target portion 8 is connect-
ed. As a result, the electrostatic capacitance detection
device 1 can detect the electrostatic capacitance formed
between the electrode pair 2 by applying, with the meas-
uring capacitor 3, the AC voltage of the inverter power
lines to the electrode pair 2 inside the compressor 50.
[0029] Moreover, in the electrostatic capacitance de-
tection device 1, the electrode pair 2 may be provided in
a liquid container other than the compressor 50. As a
result, the electrostatic capacitance detection device 1
can detect the electrostatic capacitance formed between
the electrode pair 2 by applying, with the measuring ca-
pacitor 3, the AC voltage of the inverter power lines to
the electrode pair 2 inside the liquid container. For ex-
ample, the state (whether the oil is present or not, or is
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diluted with a liquid solvent) of liquid between the elec-
trode pair 2 is detected.
[0030] Moreover, the electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device 1 includes the voltage detecting unit 21, which
is configured to detect the voltage between both ends of
the measurement target portion 8, to detect the electro-
static capacitance of the electrode pair 2 based on the
voltage between the electrodes of the electrode pair 2
and the voltage between both ends of the measurement
target portion 8. As a result, the electrostatic capacitance
detection device 1 can detect the electrostatic capaci-
tance formed between the electrode pair 2 using the ex-
pression (1) described above based on the two detected
voltage values.
[0031] Moreover, the other end of the measurement
target portion 8 is grounded. As a result, when one of the
electrodes is grounded, an electric current is allowed to
flow to the ground from the power lines through the meas-
uring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2, and the elec-
trostatic capacitance between the electrodes can be de-
tected based on the electric current thus generated.
[0032] Moreover, the inverter 36 is PWM-controlled.
As a result, the high-frequency component appears on
the power lines. This high-frequency component is suited
for the measurement of the electrostatic capacitance.
[0033] Moreover, the electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device 1 includes a switching mechanism (for exam-
ple, relay 4) configured to switch a detection target of the
voltage detecting unit 21 between the voltage Vx be-
tween the electrodes of the electrode pair 2 and the volt-
age V0 between both ends of the measurement target
portion 8. The potential of the electrode F and the poten-
tial of the power lines are required for the measurement
of the electrostatic capacitance, and hence the relay 4 is
provided such that both potentials can be measured with
one voltage detecting unit 21.
[0034] In Embodiment 1, the electrostatic capacitance
detection device 1 has been described as a device con-
figured to detect the state of the oil, the refrigerant, or a
liquid mixture of the oil and the refrigerant inside the com-
pressor 50, but the detection target is not limited thereto.
For example, the electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice 1 is also applicable to a receiver tank or an accumu-
lator included in an air-conditioning apparatus driven by
an inverter. Moreover, the electrostatic capacitance de-
tection device 1 can perform liquid level detection when
applied to an oil tank or other liquid container used in an
apparatus driven by an inverter. Moreover, when the de-
tection target is a liquid mixture, the electrostatic capac-
itance detection device 1 can also detect a concentration.

Embodiment 2

[0035] Next, a little more specific description is given
on the detecting circuit. The voltage detecting unit 21 is
intended to receive a high-frequency AC voltage wave-
form as an input and detect an amplitude thereof. For
example, an example of a configuration of the voltage

detecting unit 21 is illustrated in FIG. 4. An AC signal
input from the left of FIG. 4 is first allowed to pass through
a detection-side rectifier circuit 23 to be converted to a
one-polarity signal, that is, a signal that does not vary to
the positive or negative and has only positive or negative
polarity. This voltage is transformed to a low voltage suit-
ed for an IC and other elements by the voltage dividing
circuit 22. The voltage transformed by the voltage divid-
ing circuit 22 is input to the insulation amplifier 24. The
insulation amplifier 24 is provided on the assumption that
a potential of a detecting circuit 20 is different from a
potential of a control system of the apparatus, but is not
required when the potential of the detecting circuit 20 is
the same as the potential of the control system of the
apparatus. An output from the insulation amplifier 24 is
then amplified by an amplifier 25 as required, and is input
to the voltage detecting unit 21 of the control system
through a low-pass filter 21a. The low-pass filter 21a is
configured to remove a high frequency caused by inverter
switching, but since a phenomenon to be observed is
primarily a concentration of the refrigerant in the oil, a
time constant of a change in the phenomenon is consid-
ered to be sufficiently long. Therefore, in order to increase
detection accuracy, it is desired that averaging process-
ing be performed by allowing the frequency of a filter to
be sufficiently low, i.e. several Hz, for example, and by
allowing the detection time to set sufficiently long, i.e.one
second, for example.
[0036] In FIG. 4, the voltage dividing circuit 22 is pro-
vided next to the detection-side rectifier circuit 23, but a
voltage of the same level as the bus voltage of the inverter
36 is applied as a detected voltage to the inverter power
lines, for example, and hence a voltage of 100 V or more
is generally applied. Therefore, in the configuration of
FIG. 4, a corresponding withstanding pressure is re-
quired of the detection-side rectifier circuit 23. For exam-
ple, when half-wave rectification or full-wave rectification
of the diode is used, it is relatively easy for the detection-
side rectifier circuit 23 to have a high withstanding pres-
sure. Meanwhile, when analog signal processing by an
operational amplifier or other device, or digital signal
processing is used in the detection-side rectifier circuit
23, it is difficult to perform signal processing with a high
voltage, and hence it is desired to provide the detection-
side rectifier circuit 23 after the voltage dividing circuit 22.
[0037] Input impedance of the detecting circuit 20 is
mainly determined by the voltage dividing circuit 22. It is
required for the input impedance of the detecting circuit
20 to be sufficiently higher than impedance of the detec-
tion target, that is, a capacitor formed of the electrode F
and the electrode G or the measuring capacitor 3. Al-
though depending on a configuration method of the elec-
trodes, when the electrodes F and G are included in the
compressor 50, and a gap (for example, 1 mm or more)
that is enough to allow the oil to flow therethrough is pro-
vided therein to form the capacitor, an electrostatic ca-
pacitance of the capacitor is at most 10 to several tens
of pF. A PWM frequency of the inverter is often several
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kHz, and hence the impedance of the capacitor formed
of the electrode F and the electrode G is 10 to several
tens of MΩ. Therefore, it is required for the impedance
of the voltage dividing circuit 22 to be a value that is at
least equal to or larger than the impedance of the capac-
itor, for example, equal to or larger than 100 MΩ.
[0038] In Embodiment 1, it has been described that the
PWM-controlled inverter is suitable for the present inven-
tion, and this is because the switching frequency (carrier
frequency) of the inverter 36 is fairly high in the case of
the PWM control. The present invention is applicable also
to an inverter that is not PWM-controlled, but in that case,
based on the discussion given above, with the imped-
ance of the capacitor formed of the electrode F and the
electrode G is increased when the switching frequency
of the inverter is low, it is required for a detection system
to have sufficiently high impedance.
[0039] As described above, in Embodiment 2, the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 includes the
electrode pair 2, which is formed of a pair of electrodes
included in the liquid container (for example, shell hous-
ing 51 of the compressor 50), and the measuring capac-
itor 3 connected in series to the electrode pair 2. The
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 further in-
cludes the inverter 36, the liquid (for example, refrigerat-
ing machine oil 56), which is stored in the liquid container
and is used in the device driven by the inverter 36, and
the voltage detecting unit 21. The inverter 36 has the
power line for driving the device (for example, compres-
sor 50) or the bus connected to the one end of the elec-
trode pair 2 and the measuring capacitor 3 connected in
series (measurement target portion 8). Then, the voltage
detecting unit 21 measures the voltage between the elec-
trodes of the electrode pair 2.
[0040] As a result, as in Embodiment 1, the electro-
static capacitance detection device 1 can detect the elec-
trostatic capacitance formed between the electrode pair
2 by applying the AC voltage of the inverter power lines,
with the measuring capacitor 3, to the electrode pair 2 in
the compressor 50. For example, the state of the oil
(whether the oil is present or not, or is diluted with a liquid
solvent) between the electrode pair 2 is detected.

Embodiment 3

[0041] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 3 of the present inven-
tion. A principle of this detection method is that electrodes
as an electrostatic capacitance sensor and a capacitor
having an explicit capacitance are connected in series
to each other, and the AC voltage is applied to both ends
of the series-connected electrode and capacitor to meas-
ure the electrostatic capacitance between the electrodes.
In FIG. 1, the measuring capacitor 3 is connected to the
power line LPu, and one end (electrode G) of the elec-
trode pair 2 is connected to the ground, but as in FIG. 5,
similar detection can be achieved also when the meas-

uring capacitor 3 is connected to the ground, and the
electrode pair 2 is connected to the power line LPu side,
for example.
[0042] As described above, in Embodiment 3, the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 includes the
electrode pair 2, which is formed of a pair of electrodes
included in the liquid container (for example, shell hous-
ing 51 of the compressor 50), and the measuring capac-
itor 3 connected in series to the electrode pair 2. The
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 further in-
cludes the inverter 36, the liquid (for example, refrigerat-
ing machine oil 56), which is stored in the liquid container
and is used in the device driven by the inverter 36, and
the voltage detecting unit 21. The inverter 36 has the
power line for driving the device (for example, compres-
sor 50) connected to the one end of the measurement
target portion 8, which is the electrode pair 2 and the
measuring capacitor 3 connected in series. Then, the
voltage detecting unit 21 measures the voltage between
the electrodes of the electrode pair 2.
[0043] As a result, as in Embodiment 1, the electro-
static capacitance detection device 1 detects the elec-
trostatic capacitance formed between the electrode pair
2 by applying the AC voltage of the inverter power lines
with the measuring capacitor 3 to the electrode pair 2 in
the compressor 50. For example, the state of the oil
(whether the oil is present or not, or is diluted with a liquid
solvent) between the electrode pair 2 is detected.

Embodiment 4

[0044] FIG. 6 is an illustration of a partial configuration
of an electrostatic capacitance detection device accord-
ing to Embodiment 4 of the present invention. In a circuit
connection like that of FIG. 1, that is, in a case where the
electrode G is connected to the shell housing 51 to have
the ground potential, one of the electrodes has the same
potential as the shell, and hence the shell housing 51
itself can be used as the electrode G. In other words, as
in FIG. 6, only the electrode F is included in the compres-
sor 50, and the electrode F may face a shell inner wall
51a with a small gap being present therebetween to form
a capacitor between the electrode F and the shell inner
wall 51a, for example. In this case, not only the number
of extracted electrodes may be reduced to one, but also
the configuration of the electrodes is significantly simpli-
fied such that an electrode having a large area can be
included in a small space inside the compressor 50. The
area of the electrode is proportional to a capacitance of
the capacitor formed of the electrode F and the electrode
G, and as the area becomes larger, the detection accu-
racy can be made higher.
[0045] As described above, in Embodiment 4, one
(electrode G) of the electrodes of the electrode pair 2 is
formed of the liquid container (for example, shell housing
51). Hence, one of the electrodes is the housing itself,
and as a result, the structure of the electrodes is simpli-
fied, and it becomes easier to increase the electrode ar-
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Embodiment 5

[0046] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 5 of the present inven-
tion. In the present invention, the value of the electrostatic
capacitance Cx is determined using the expression (1),
and hence it is required to detect values of amplitudes
of the voltage V0 and the voltage Vx. In FIG. 1, in order
to detect the voltage Vx and the voltage V0, the relay 4
switches the detection target for one detecting circuit 20.
This configuration has an advantage that only one de-
tecting circuit 20 is required, but a large change in value
of the voltage V0 may occur before and after the switch-
ing, or when the voltage V0 contains a long-term fluctu-
ation, accurate measurement may not be performed. In
order to solve such problems, a method is known in which
a potential difference between the electrodes of the elec-
trode pair 2 and a potential difference between both ends
of the measurement target portion 8 are separately input
to a plurality of detecting circuits 20a and 20b as in FIG.
7 to detect the voltages by the voltage detecting unit 21,
for example. In such a voltage measurement device 15,
two detecting circuits 20a and 20b are required. Howev-
er, the relay 4 becomes unnecessary, and stable and
highly accurate detection can be performed for the fluc-
tuation of the voltage V0.
[0047] As described above, in Embodiment 5, the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 further includes
a first detecting circuit (detecting circuit 20a), to which
the potential difference Vx between the electrodes of the
electrode pair 2 is input, and a second detecting circuit
(detecting circuit 20b), to which the potential difference
V0 between both ends of the series-connected electrode
pair 2 and measuring capacitor 3 is input. Then, the volt-
age detecting unit 21 detects the potential difference Vx
between the electrodes of the electrode pair 2, which is
input to the first detecting circuit, and the potential differ-
ence V0 between both ends of the measurement target
portion 8, which is input to the second detecting circuit.
As a result, the potential of the electrode F and the po-
tential of the power line are required for the measurement
of the electrostatic capacitance, but by providing different
detectors to each of the detecting circuits, stable meas-
urement can be performed without being affected by the
long-term fluctuation in potential.

Embodiment 6

[0048] FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 6 of the present inven-
tion. A method as in FIG. 8 is also conceivable. This meth-
od involves detecting a value of the bus voltage of the
inverter 36 instead of detecting the voltage V0. As shown
in FIG. 2, the amplitude of the voltage output to the in-

verter power lines is basically an inverter bus voltage.
Therefore, as long as the bus voltage of the inverter 36
is measured, the voltage V0 can be estimated based on
the value of the bus voltage. The bus voltage of the in-
verter 36 is important in controlling the inverter 36, and
hence is often detected for use in controlling the inverter
36 and the detected bus voltage is recognized by a con-
trol circuit.
[0049] As described above, in Embodiment 6, the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 includes the volt-
age detecting unit 21 configured to detect a potential of
a bus of the inverter 36, and is configured to detect the
electrostatic capacitance of the electrode pair 2 based
on the voltage between the electrodes of the electrode
pair 2 and the potential of the bus of the inverter 36. As
a result, both of the potential of the electrode F and a
potential of a power line are required for measuring the
electrostatic capacitance, but with a fluctuation range of
the power line corresponding to the bus voltage of the
inverter 36, when the inverter bus voltage is detected by
another method, the bus voltage can also be used by the
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1.

Embodiment 7

[0050] FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 7 of the present inven-
tion. As described in Embodiment 5, there are several
methods of acquiring the voltage V0, such as measuring
the voltage V0 after switching with the relay 4, separately
measuring the voltage V0, and estimating the voltage V0
based on the bus voltage. Therefore, for the sake of sim-
plicity, in the following examples, it is assumed that the
voltage V0 is measured by the method as in FIG. 8, for
example, and a description is given focusing only on a
method of measuring the voltage Vx.
[0051] FIG. 9 is an example of a circuit configuration
that is different from that of FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, of the elec-
trode F and the electrode G, the electrode G is connected
to the shell housing 51, that is, the ground potential. In
FIG. 9, the electrode G is connected to the other one of
the inverter power lines. In other words, the electrode F
is connected to the measuring capacitor 3, the other end
of the measuring capacitor 3 is connected to, for example,
a V phase LPv of the inverter power lines, and the elec-
trode G is connected to, for example, a W phase LPw
other than the V phase LPv of the inverter power lines.
In this case, the AC power source on the left side of the
equivalent circuit of FIG. 3 corresponds to a line voltage
between the V phase LPv and the W phase LPw of the
power lines of the inverter 36. A line voltage of the inverter
power lines is a voltage like the inverter output of FIG. 2,
and contains the high-frequency component of the PWM.
Therefore, the frequency component is voltage-divided
by the capacitor in accordance with the circuit of FIG. 3
to determine the electrostatic capacitance Cx.
[0052] In the configuration of FIG. 1, the voltage be-
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tween the inverter power line and the ground potential is
used. In this case, a fluctuation component of a central
potential of the inverter 36 is superimposed on the output
voltage of the inverter 36. The "central potential of the
inverter" as used herein is fluctuation of a potential be-
tween the N-bus LBn or the P-bus LBp of the inverter
and the ground, and generally fluctuates at the frequency
of the AC power source. Therefore, in the case of FIG.
1, the potential of the power line is a sum obtained by
adding, to the fluctuation caused by the switching of the
inverter 36, the fluctuation component of the central po-
tential at the frequency of the AC power source, and the
fluctuation may affect the measurement.
[0053] In contrast, when the line potential of the invert-
er power lines is used for the measurement as in FIG. 9,
stable and highly accurate measurement can be per-
formed without being affected by the fluctuation of the
central potential of the inverter.
[0054] As described above, in Embodiment 7, the in-
verter 36 includes the power lines of a plurality of phases,
and the electrode pair 2 and the measuring capacitor 3
connected in series has one end connected to a first
phase (for example, V phase) of the plurality of phases,
and the other end connected to a second phase (for ex-
ample, W phase) of the plurality of phases. As a result,
with both ends of the measurement target portion 8 being
connected to different phases of the power lines, respec-
tively, the line voltage of the power lines is applied to the
measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2, and
hence, an electrostatic capacitance detection device 1
can detect the electrostatic capacitance between the
electrodes. In this case, there is obtained an effect of not
being susceptible to the fluctuation in potential with re-
spect to the ground of the inverter 36.

Embodiment 8

[0055] Another method of the circuit connection is de-
scribed. FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating installation con-
figuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice according to Embodiment 8 of the present invention.
FIG. 10 illustrates an example in which, similarly, the
electrode G is connected to the N-bus LBn of the inverter.
In this case, the AC power source of FIG. 3 corresponds
to a potential of an inverter power line (for example, V
phase) with respect to the N-bus LBn, and more specif-
ically, a voltage (collector-emitter voltage) between both
ends of an element on the N side of the V phase of the
three-phase inverter as in FIG. 10. This voltage is also
not affected by the fluctuation of the central potential of
the inverter, and hence stable and highly accurate de-
tection can be performed as in FIG. 9. Moreover, in the
case of the configuration illustrated in FIG. 10, an N-bus
potential is often taken as a control potential of the in-
verter, and hence the circuit configuration may be more
simplified with the detecting circuit requiring no insulation
amplifier or insulation power supply, for example.
[0056] As described above, in Embodiment 8, the se-

ries-connected electrode pair 2 and measuring capacitor
3 (measurement target portion 8) has one end connected
to a power line of the inverter 36, and the other end con-
nected to a bus (for example, N-bus LBn) of the inverter
36. As a result, the AC voltage generated by the switching
of the inverter 36 is applied to the electrode pair 2, and
the electrostatic capacitance between the electrodes can
be detected based on the AC voltage. In this case, an
effect of not being susceptible to the fluctuation in poten-
tial with respect to the ground of the inverter 36 is ob-
tained. Another effect is also obtained that the potential
of the detecting circuit becomes the N-bus potential.

Embodiment 9

[0057] FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of
an installation configuration of an electrostatic capaci-
tance detection device according to Embodiment 9 of the
present invention. FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating anoth-
er example of the installation configuration of the elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device according to Em-
bodiment 9 of the present invention. FIG. 11 and FIG. 12
illustrate, taking the configuration of FIG. 10 (method in
which the electrode G is taken at the N-bus potential) as
an example, a method in which a detection line from the
compressor 50 and the detecting circuit 20 are connected
to each other. In this example, the configuration of FIG.
10 is taken as an example, but similar effects can be
obtained also for the configuration of FIG. 9 and the con-
figuration of FIG. 1.
[0058] In FIG. 11, lines from the electrode F and the
electrode G are connected to a coaxial cable 26 and
brought to the detecting circuit 20. When the detecting
circuit 20 is arranged also near the compressor 50, wiring
of a detection signal does not pose significant problem,
but when the detecting circuit 20 is provided near the
inverter 36, for example, cables for a certain length are
required. However, when an electrostatic capacitance
between the cables fluctuates due to routing of the ca-
bles, structural problem, and other causes, the electro-
static capacitance becomes the floating capacitance that
exists in parallel to the electrostatic capacitance Cx in
the equivalent circuit of FIG. 3 to affect the detection ac-
curacy. Therefore, it is required to reduce such fluctuation
of the capacitance component caused by the cables, in
particular, as much as possible. With the use of the co-
axial cable 26 for the cables as in FIG. 11, the capacitance
component that floats in parallel between the electrodes
does not fluctuate even when the coaxial cable 26 is
moved, and hence stable detection can be performed.
[0059] However, although the coaxial cable 26 mini-
mizes a floating capacitance component with the shell
housing 51 or a structure, the floating capacitance com-
ponent between the two cables of the electrode F and
the electrode G is relatively large. The floating capaci-
tance component between the two cables reduces de-
tection accuracy of the electrostatic capacitance Cx.
Therefore, for example, in FIG. 12, the two cables is
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formed of a twisted pair cable 27. A floating capacitance
between two lines is sufficiently small also for the coaxial
cable, and sufficient stability can be achieved for routing
of the cables.
[0060] As described above, in Embodiment 9, the elec-
trode pair 2 and the voltage detecting unit 21 are con-
nected to each other through the coaxial cable 26 or the
twisted pair cable 27. As a result, with the use of the
coaxial cable 26 or other cable for the connection of the
electrode pair 2 and the voltage detecting unit 21, the
floating electrostatic capacitance component caused by
the cables is fixed, and hence highly accurate detection
can be performed in the electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device 1.

Embodiment 10

[0061] In Embodiment 10, a power conversion appa-
ratus 100 and an electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice 1 have configurations similar to those of FIG. 1. For
example, in an outdoor unit of an air-conditioning appa-
ratus, when the compressor is stopped under a low-tem-
perature state, a phenomenon called "refrigerant stag-
nation phenomenon" occurs, in which the refrigerant is
collected in the compressor 50 to increase a refrigerant
concentration inside the refrigerating machine oil 56. The
refrigerant stagnation phenomenon is a typical case in
which an abnormality in refrigerant concentration ad-
versely affects the operation of the compressor, and it is
another object of the present invention to detect this state.
However, in the present invention, the detection is per-
formed with the equivalent circuit of FIG. 3, but a power
supply of the equivalent circuit is an AC power source
generated by the switching of the inverter 36. Therefore,
in order to perform the detection, it is required for the
inverter 36 to be in operation. In other words, with the
method of the present invention, the detection cannot be
performed when the inverter is stopped.
[0062] At such startup and other occasions, when the
detection in the present invention is to be performed un-
der the state in which the compressor 50 is not in oper-
ation, it is conceivable to use locked energization. The
"locked energization" is a method of energizing a winding
of a compressor motor 54 at the halt under such a con-
dition that the compressor 50 cannot be operated, and
the compressor 50 can be preliminary heated through
the locked energization. For example, Patent Literature
2 (WO 2014/188566 A1) discloses a technology in which
a carrier frequency of an inverter is set to a frequency
that is higher than a normal frequency to allow only a
high-frequency current to flow without rotating a motor
of a compressor. With the compressor of Patent Litera-
ture 2, a winding of the motor is heated to heat the oil in
which the refrigerant stagnates, to thereby evaporate the
refrigerant and bring the state of the oil closer to a normal
state. When the inverter performs high-frequency switch-
ing, the detection in the present invention can be per-
formed. Therefore, when it is required to perform the de-

tection under the state in which the rotation of the motor
54 is stopped, the locked energization may be performed.
[0063] Taking as an example the control at startup of
the compressor 50 and the use of the locked energiza-
tion, an example of control using the detection method
of the present invention is described. When the compres-
sor is started in the related-art technology, the locked
energization for a certain time at the startup and other
control have been performed in consideration of a risk
that a large amount of refrigerant is dissolved (stagnates)
in the oil. However, with such control, the locked ener-
gization for the certain time is performed even when the
stagnation does not occur, and hence the startup has
taken time.
[0064] In contrast, when the present invention is ap-
plied, the concentration of the refrigerant in the oil can
be detected, and hence the following control can be per-
formed. Specifically, first, when the air-conditioning ap-
paratus is started, the locked energization is performed
in consideration of the risk of stagnation before the com-
pressor 50 is operated. The concentration of the refrig-
erant is detected in accordance with the present invention
while the locked energization is performed. When the
concentration of the refrigerant reaches a normal value,
the locked energization is stopped and the compressor
50 is operated. Through such control, the time for the
locked energization at the startup is minimized, and a
startup period is significantly reduced.
[0065] As described above, in Embodiment 10, in the
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1, under the
state in which the compressor 50 stops the compression
operation, the voltage having the frequency that is higher
than a PWM control frequency during the compression
operation is applied to the compressor 50 from the in-
verter 36, and the voltage between the electrodes is de-
tected. As a result, through the application of such high
frequency that the compressor 50 cannot be rotated, the
power conversion apparatus 100 can detect the state
during a period in which the compressor is stopped.

Embodiment 11

[0066] FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 11 of the present in-
vention. In Embodiment 11, the electrostatic capacitance
detection device 1 further includes a temperature sensor
5 and a control unit 10, and is configured to be able to
detect a concentration. Parts having the same configu-
rations as those in Embodiment 1 are denoted by the
same reference symbols, and a description thereof is
omitted.
[0067] FIG. 14 is a graph showing temperature de-
pendence of an oil relative dielectric constant-refrigerant
concentration relationship, which is stored in the control
unit in Embodiment 11 of the present invention. FIG. 14
shows a change in dielectric constant in a case where
the refrigerant is dissolved in the refrigerating machine
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oil 56. The dependence is changed depending on the
type of the oil or the refrigerant, and hence FIG. 14 is
merely an example. As in this example, the dependence
of the dielectric constant on the refrigerant concentration
may have strong dependence on the temperature in
some cases. In such case, in order to measure the re-
frigerant concentration, not only the dielectric constant
but also information on the temperature is required. In
this case, it is preferred that data as in FIG. 14 be first
stored in a form of a table or an approximation in the
control unit 10. Then, a method can be taken in which,
in combination with a result of measuring a relative die-
lectric constant with the electrostatic capacitance ob-
tained by the measurement in the present invention, the
temperature of the oil is measured with a thermocouple
or a thermistor, for example, or the temperature of the oil
is estimated by another method to estimate the concen-
tration of the refrigerant.
[0068] As described above, in Embodiment 11, the
compressor 50 stores a blend of the oil and the refrigerant
in which the refrigerant is dissolved in the oil (for example,
refrigerating machine oil 56), and includes the tempera-
ture sensor 5 configured to measure the temperature of
the refrigerant in which the oil is dissolved, and the control
unit 10 in which the temperature dependence of the di-
electric constant of the oil and the dielectric constant of
the refrigerant is stored. The control unit 10 is configured
to detect the concentration of the refrigerant or the con-
centration of the oil based on the temperature of the oil
in which the refrigerant is dissolved, which is measured
by the temperature sensor 5, the voltage measured by
the voltage detecting unit 21, and the temperature de-
pendence. As a result, with the relative dielectric constant
of the refrigerant being dependent on the temperature,
the electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 can in-
crease the detection accuracy by correcting the refriger-
ant concentration with the temperature when detecting
the refrigerant concentration.

Embodiment 12

[0069] The present invention is aimed at detecting the
state of the refrigerating machine oil 56 in the compressor
50. The detection of the state is performed in order to,
for example, detect whether the oil is present or not (oil
depletion sensing), detect the height of a liquid level of
the oil (oil level sensing), or detect how much refrigerant
is dissolved in the oil (refrigerant concentration detec-
tion). It is important to determine a position at which the
electrostatic capacitance sensor is arranged, that is, the
electrode pair 2 in the compressor 50 depending on the
purpose. For example, when the oil depletion is to be
sensed, the height of the oil level should be located at a
height that is the same as, or a little higher than that of
the intake port of the oil. When the oil level sensing is to
be performed, it is conceivable to arrange a sensor that
is long in the height direction, or that is divided into several
parts in the height direction.

[0070] Meanwhile, when the refrigerant concentration
is to be detected, it is desired to arrange a sensor near
the bottom of the compressor 50. For example, when the
sensor is arranged near the oil intake port, it becomes
difficult to distinguish a change in electrostatic capaci-
tance from a change in oil level and a change in electro-
static capacitance with a change in refrigerant concen-
tration. When the sensor is arranged near the bottom of
the compressor 50, it can be considered that the oil level
is always located at a position that is higher than the
sensor, and that the electrode pair 2 as the sensor is
completely immersed in the oil, and as a result, only the
change in refrigerant concentration can be measured
without being affected by the change in oil level.
[0071] Moreover, the above discussion is made relat-
ing to the case in which the compressor 50 is placed
vertically and the oil is stored below the motor as in FIG.
1, and needless to say, when the compressor is placed
horizontally, sensor position is required to be contrived
depending on the horizontal position.
[0072] As described above, in Embodiment 12, the liq-
uid container is a housing of the compressor 50, and the
liquid is any one of the following liquid: the refrigerant,
the oil, or the oil in which the refrigerant is dissolved.
Embodiment 12 is intended to detect the state of the oil
in the compressor 50. The compressor 50 driven by the
motor includes an electric mechanism, the oil, and the
refrigerant, and hence includes elements required to de-
tect the liquid state by the electrostatic capacitance de-
tection device 1.

Embodiment 13

[0073] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device according to Embodiment 13 of the present in-
vention. In the embodiments described above, there has
been described the case in which the motor is driven with
the use of the inverter having the three-phase power lines
as in FIG. 1, for example. The present invention is appli-
cable not only to the inverter having the three-phase pow-
er lines, but also to a single-phase inverter, a full-bridge
inverter, a half-bridge inverter, or an inverter of the other
form. One example of the inverter of the other form is
illustrated in FIG. 15.
[0074] A circuit configuration between the three-phase
AC power source 31 and the inverter 136, and a config-
uration of the electrostatic capacitance detection device
1 are similar to the configurations in the embodiments
described above, and a description thereof is omitted to
avoid duplication. Embodiment 13 is different from the
embodiments described above in the configuration of the
inverter and a load device to be driven.
[0075] In FIG. 15, a single-phase full-bridge inverter
drives a load 154. In the case of the three-phase inverter,
there are three power lines: a U phase, the V phase, the
W phase, but a single-phase inverter 136 in Embodiment
13 has two power lines LPu and LPv of the U phase and
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the V phase, respectively. Here, a load device 150 is not
the motor or other device, which is generally driven in
three phases, but an AC load, for example, an induction
heater or an ozonizer.
[0076] Moreover, in a case where the load device 150
is driven by the single-phase inverter 136, a full-bridge
inverter, or other inverter, when an AC voltage is gener-
ated for stepping up or down in a power conversion cir-
cuit, the electrostatic capacitance detection device may
use the generated AC voltage. Separately from the load
154, an electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 con-
figured to detect a state of liquid used in the load device
150 is provided inside a liquid container 151 in the load
device 150. In FIG. 15, a configuration in which the liquid
container 151 is provided inside the load device 150 is
adopted, but a configuration in which the liquid container
151 is provided outside the load device 150 may be
adopted. In FIG. 15, one electrode of the electrode pair
2 of the electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 is
connected to the ground potential, and the other elec-
trode is connected to LPv, which is one of the two power
lines, via the measuring capacitor 3.
[0077] In FIG. 15, the electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device 1 of FIG. 8 is applied to a power line of a
single-phase inverter. Similarly to FIG. 8, the voltage be-
tween the power line and the ground is divided by the
measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 of the
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 such that
the value of the electrostatic capacitance can be ob-
tained. Moreover, a similar configuration is applicable to
a case in which the potential between the two power lines
is used as illustrated in FIG. 9, or the case in which the
potential between the power line and the N-bus is used
as illustrated in FIG. 10.
[0078] As described above, in Embodiment 13, the
electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 includes the
electrode pair 2 including a pair of electrodes, which are
included in the liquid container 151, and the measuring
capacitor 3, which is connected in series to the electrode
pair 2. The electrostatic capacitance detection device 1
further includes the inverter 136, the liquid stored in the
liquid container 151 for use in the apparatus driven by
the inverter 136, and the voltage detecting unit 21. The
inverter 136 has the power line or the bus for driving a
device (for example, load device 150) connected to the
one end of the series-connected electrode pair 2 and
measuring capacitor 3 (measurement target portion 8),
and the voltage detecting unit 21 measures the voltage
between the electrodes of the electrode pair 2.
[0079] From the above description, the electrostatic
capacitance detection device 1 can be applied to not only
the compressor but also various devices to be driven by
the inverter. As in Embodiment 1, the electrostatic ca-
pacitance detection device 1 uses the AC voltage of the
inverter power lines, and applies, with the measuring ca-
pacitor 3, the AC voltage to the electrode pair 2, to thereby
detect the electrostatic capacitance formed between the
electrodes of the electrode pair 2. Therefore, the electro-

static capacitance detection device 1 can also be used
for liquid level detection in the liquid container, or for de-
tection of a concentration of the liquid mixture.

Embodiment 14

[0080] FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device and a power conversion apparatus according to
Embodiment 14 of the present invention. FIG. 17 is a
diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit as a detection
principle in Embodiment 14 of the present invention. In
Embodiment 14, an AC voltage between one (for exam-
ple, power line LPw) of the plurality of power lines LPu,
LPv, and LPw, which connect the inverter 36 and the
compressor 50 to each other, and the ground is divided
by the electrostatic capacitances of the measuring ca-
pacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 to measure the elec-
trostatic capacitance of the electrode pair 2. In the fol-
lowing description, parts having the same configurations
as those in Embodiment 1 are denoted by the same ref-
erence symbols, and a description thereof is omitted.
[0081] Incidentally, in an actual air-conditioning appa-
ratus, various kinds of noise are superimposed on the
voltage waveform of the power lines, and the switching
of the inverter 36 is substantially close to a rectangular
wave. Therefore, a pulse-like rush current flows through
the measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 by a
sharp rise of voltage.
[0082] In the detecting circuit 20 illustrated in FIG. 1,
the voltage of the measurement target is divided by re-
sistors and input to the voltage detecting unit 21. When
a voltage having a waveform with a sharp rise is applied
to such a voltage divider resistor circuit, the voltage di-
viding by the resistors may not work satisfactorily be-
cause of a minute floating capacitance of the detecting
circuit 20.
[0083] Therefore, in Embodiment 14, as illustrated in
FIG. 16 and FIG. 17, a detecting circuit 120 includes a
plurality of resistors for dividing the voltage, and a plurality
of capacitors for dividing the voltage. Specifically, a first
resistor 41 and a second resistor 42 are connected in
series to each other to form a voltage dividing circuit 122,
to thereby divide the detected voltage. Moreover, a first
capacitor 43 and a second capacitor 44 are connected
in parallel to the first resistor 41 and the second resistor
42, respectively. Hereinafter, a resistance of the first re-
sistor 41 is represented by R1, a resistance of the second
resistor 42 is represented by R2, a capacitance of the
first capacitor 43 is represented by C1, and a capacitance
of the second capacitor 44 is represented by C2. A volt-
age dividing ratio k of the circuit is defined by the following
expression (2). 
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[0084] The first capacitor 43 has a function of reducing
the effect of the floating capacitance of the circuit. The
second capacitor 44 has a function of reducing fluctuation
of the detected voltage caused by the floating capaci-
tance and the capacitance C1 in the sharp rising portion
of the voltage. When attention is focused on the capac-
itance C1 and the capacitance C2, the voltage of the
measurement target is divided by the first capacitor 43
and the second capacitor 44, and hence a condition in
which a voltage dividing ratio of the capacitor unit be-
comes equal to the voltage dividing ratio k of the above-
mentioned resistances is expressed by the following ex-
pression (3).

[0085] When the capacitance C1 and the capacitance
C2 satisfy the condition, the voltage is theoretically divid-
ed by the voltage dividing ratio k in all frequency range,
and hence a waveform similar to a waveform input to the
detecting circuit 120 is detected. As a value of the ca-
pacitance C1, it is required to select a value larger than
the floating capacitance that is parallel to the first capac-
itor 43 in terms of reducing the effect of the floating ca-
pacitance that exists in parallel to the first capacitor 43.
It should be noted, however, that a series capacitance
of the first capacitor 43 and the second capacitor 44 is
parallel to the electrostatic capacitance Cx of the elec-
trode pair 2 as the measurement target, and hence when
the value of the capacitance C1 is too large, the detected
value is affected. As the value of the capacitance C1, a
value that is larger than the floating capacitance and is
smaller than Cx, specifically, 1 pF to several tens of pF
is suitable.
[0086] When the capacitance C1 is determined, the
capacitance C2 is determined based on the relational
expression (3) or expression (4) above. However, when
the floating capacitance that is parallel to the first capac-
itor 43 is taken into consideration, the value of the ca-
pacitance C2 under the condition in which the voltage
dividing ratio of the voltage-dividing capacitors is equal
to the above-mentioned voltage dividing ratio k is larger
than the value of the capacitance C2 calculated by the
expression (4) to be exact. Therefore, it is desired that
the value of the capacitance C2 of the second capacitor
44 be set to a value larger than C2 given by the expres-
sion (4).
[0087] Moreover, when the input switching waveform
has a sharp rise, and the voltage dividing circuit 122 volt-
age-divides the input waveform extremely accurately, a
detected voltage waveform after the voltage division also
has a sharp rise. In this case, it is required that the de-
tecting circuit on the voltage detecting unit 21 side of the

voltage dividing circuit 122 be formed of circuit elements
having good high-frequency characteristics. In that case,
the value of the capacitance C2 that is set in considera-
tion of the floating capacitance may be set even larger
to delay the rise of the waveform after the voltage division,
and expensive broadband circuit elements become un-
necessary.
[0088] As described above, the electrostatic capaci-
tance detection device 1 according to Embodiment 14
includes the voltage dividing circuit 122, which includes
the first resistor 41 and the second resistor 42 connected
in series to each other, is connected in parallel to the
electrode pair 2 as the measurement target, and is con-
figured to voltage-divide the electrode pair 2. The elec-
trostatic capacitance detection device 1 also includes the
first capacitor 43 connected in parallel to the first resistor
41, and the second capacitor 44 connected in parallel to
the second resistor 42.
[0089] Moreover, the resistance R1 of the first resistor
41, the resistance R2 of the second resistor 42, the ca-
pacitance C1 of the first capacitor, and the capacitance
C2 of the second capacitor satisfy the condition:
R13C1=R23C2, and more preferably satisfy the condi-
tion: R13C1<R23C2.

Embodiment 15

[0090] As described above, with the switching close to
the rectangular waveform of the inverter 36 and the sharp
voltage rise of the noise component, pulse-like inrush
current flows through the measuring capacitor 3 and the
electrode pair 2. In order to remove such a high-frequen-
cy component, the low-pass filter 21a is provided in FIG.
4, but it is desired to remove such a high-frequency fluc-
tuation component in a stage prior to the detecting circuit
20.
[0091] FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device and a power conversion apparatus according to
Embodiment 15 of the present invention. FIG. 19 is a
diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit as a detection
principle in Embodiment 15 of the present invention. In
Embodiment 15, in order to remove the above-mentioned
high-frequency fluctuation component, the electrostatic
capacitance detection device 1 includes a filtering resis-
tor 6. In the following, parts having the same configura-
tions as those in Embodiment 1 are denoted by the same
reference symbols, and a description thereof is omitted.
[0092] As illustrated in FIG. 18 and FIG. 19, the one
end of the measurement target portion 8 is connected to
the power line LPw, and the filtering resistor 6 is provided
between the power line LPw and the measuring capacitor
3 of the measurement target portion 8. As a result, a
resistance of the filtering resistor 6 and the electrostatic
capacitances of the measuring capacitor 3 and the elec-
trode pair 2 form a kind of low-pass filter. Therefore, a
voltage waveform from which a sharp high-frequency
component is removed is input to the one end of the
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measurement target portion 8, and hence the effect of
such a high-frequency component can be reduced in the
voltage measurement device 15. There has been de-
scribed the case in which the measuring capacitor 3 is
connected to the power line LPw of the W phase via the
filtering resistor 6, but instead of being connected to the
power line LPw of the W phase, the measuring capacitor
3 may be connected to the power line LPv of the V phase
or the power line LPu of the U phase.
[0093] A combined electrostatic capacitance Cc of the
measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 is ex-
pressed by the following expression (5) using the elec-
trostatic capacitance Cx of the electrode pair 2 and the
electrostatic capacitance Cd of the measuring capacitor
3. 

[0094] As described in Embodiment 2, when the com-
bined electrostatic capacitance Cc is about 10 to about
several tens of pF, impedance of the measurement target
portion 8 is several MΩ to several hundreds of kΩ. When
a resistance value RL of the filtering resistor 6 is suffi-
ciently large with respect to the impedance of the meas-
urement target portion 8, the voltage of the power line
LPw is mostly applied to the filtering resistor 6, and the
voltage between both ends of the measurement target
portion 8, which is the voltage used for the detection, is
reduced, which is not suitable for the detection. Mean-
while, when the resistance value RL of the filtering resis-
tor 6 is sufficiently small with respect to the impedance
of the measurement target portion 8, a sufficient effect
as the low-pass filter cannot be obtained. In other words,
as the resistance value of the filtering resistor 6, a value
of the same level as the combined electrostatic capaci-
tance Cc of the measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode
pair 2 to a value that is about 1/100th of the combined
electrostatic capacitance Cc, desirably a value that is
about 1/10th of the combined electrostatic capacitance
Cc is desired. When a PWM frequency of the inverter 36
is represented by f, such a range of the resistance value
RL of the filtering resistor 6 is expressed using the com-
bined electrostatic capacitance Cc as follows. 

[0095] As described above, in the electrostatic capac-
itance detection device 1 according to Embodiment 15,
the filtering resistor 6 is installed at at least one of the
following positions: between the electrode pair 2 and the
measuring capacitor 3, at the one end of the measure-
ment target portion 8, and at the other end of the meas-
urement target portion 8. Specifically, the filtering resistor
6 may be provided at the position between the electrode

pair 2 and the measuring capacitor 3, or the position be-
tween the one end of the measurement target portion 8
and a first power line (for example, power line LPw). Al-
ternatively, the filtering resistor 6 may be provided at a
position between the other end of the measurement tar-
get portion 8 and a ground potential point, between the
other end of the measurement target portion 8 and a bus
of the inverter, or between the other end of the measure-
ment target portion 8 and a second power line (power
line LPu, LPv).
[0096] As a result, the electrostatic capacitance detec-
tion device 1 can remove the high-frequency fluctuation
component caused by the switching of the inverter 36 by
the filtering resistor 6 in the stage prior to the detecting
circuit 20, and reduce the effect on the detection.

Embodiment 16

[0097] FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating an installation
configuration of an electrostatic capacitance detection
device and a power conversion apparatus according to
Embodiment 16 of the present invention. FIG. 21 is a
diagram illustrating an equivalent circuit as a detection
principle in Embodiment 16 of the present invention. In
Embodiment 16, the electrostatic capacitance detection
device 1 further includes an auxiliary capacitor 7. In the
following, parts having the same configurations as those
in Embodiment 1 are denoted by the same reference
symbols, and a description thereof is omitted.
[0098] In Embodiment 15, the filtering resistor 6 having
the resistance value RL that is the same level as the
impedance of the combined electrostatic capacitance Cc
of the measuring capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 or
smaller than the combined electrostatic capacitance Cc
is selected. However, the electrostatic capacitance of the
measurement target portion 8 has impedance as high as
several MΩ, and the entire electrostatic capacitance is
further increased by adding the filtering resistor 6 in series
thereto. As a result, when the filtering resistor 6 is in-
stalled, the electric current that flows through the elec-
trode pair 2 serving as the sensor may be reduced, and
the detection may become difficult.
[0099] To address the above-mentioned problem, in
Embodiment 16, as illustrated in FIG. 20, the auxiliary
capacitor 7 is provided in parallel to the measurement
target portion 8, which is formed of the measuring capac-
itor 3 and the electrode pair 2. When the auxiliary capac-
itor 7 is added as described above, the electrostatic ca-
pacitance detection device 1 can increase a combined
capacitance of the parallel connection of the measure-
ment target portion 8 and the auxiliary capacitor 7, and
reduce the resistance value RL of the filtering resistor 6.
As a result, the electrostatic capacitance detection device
1 can improve S/N (signal-to-noise ratio) of the detection
as compared to the case of Embodiment 15.
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Embodiment 17

[0100] In Embodiment 1, the measuring capacitor 3
and the electrode pair 2 are directly connected to each
other, and the series-connected measuring capacitor 3
and electrode pair 2 (measurement target portion 8) is
connected to the power line. In Embodiment 17, there is
described a case in which the measuring capacitor 3 and
the electrode pair 2 form a series circuit together with
other two capacitors. In the following, parts having the
same configurations as those in Embodiment 1 are de-
noted by the same reference symbols, and a description
thereof is omitted.
[0101] FIG. 22 is a diagram illustrating a connection
state of an electrostatic capacitance detection device ac-
cording to Embodiment 17 of the present invention to a
power line. The shell housing 51 of the compressor 50
is only partially illustrated. The power line LPu, the power
line LPv, and the power line LPw are connected to the
compressor 50. Although not shown, the power line LPu,
the power line LPv, and the power line LPw are connected
to the inverter 36 as in the case of FIG. 1. Moreover, the
electrode pair 2 is arranged inside the shell housing 51.
[0102] As illustrated in FIG. 22, the electrode F forming
the electrode pair 2 is connected to the power line LPv
via a first relay capacitor 201. Meanwhile, the electrode
G is connected to the measuring capacitor 3 with a sec-
ond relay capacitor 202 being present therebetween.
Moreover, the measuring capacitor 3 is connected to the
ground potential point or the shell housing 51 having the
ground potential. Here, the first relay capacitor 201, the
electrode pair 2, the second relay capacitor 202, and the
measuring capacitor 3 form a sequence of series circuit
200. A portion formed of the electrode pair 2, the second
relay capacitor 202, and the measuring capacitor 3 is
hereinafter referred to as a "measurement target portion
208" of the series circuit 200, and a portion formed of the
second relay capacitor 202 and the measuring capacitor
3 is referred to as a "comparison target portion 209".
[0103] The sequence of series circuit 200 has one end
connected to the power line LPv, and the other end con-
nected to the ground potential point or the ground poten-
tial. In Embodiment 17, the other end of the series circuit
200 is connected to the ground potential point, but may
be connected to a bus of the inverter 36, or the power
line LPu or the power line LPw of a phase that is different
from that of the power line LPv.
[0104] The voltage detecting unit 21 is connected to
the relay 4 with the detecting circuit 20 being present
therebetween. The relay 4 switches the detection target
between a potential Va0 between both ends of the meas-
urement target portion 208 and a potential Vay between
both ends of the comparison target portion 209 of the
series circuit 200. Here, a capacitor having a known ca-
pacitance is used as each of the measuring capacitor 3,
the first relay capacitor 201, and the second relay capac-
itor 202. The first relay capacitor 201 and the second
relay capacitor 202 may be a part of another circuit, or

may be a sensor. The series circuit 200 may further in-
clude a resistor. The resistor is connected between the
measurement target portion 208 and the ground potential
point, for example.
[0105] Then, an electrostatic capacitance detection
device 1 can calculate the electrostatic capacitance of
the electrode pair 2 by detecting and comparing the po-
tential difference between both ends of the measurement
target portion 208 of the series circuit 200, and the po-
tential difference between both ends of the comparison
target portion 209, which is a portion obtained by exclud-
ing the electrode pair 2 from the measurement target
portion 208. In Embodiment 17, in particular, the potential
difference between both ends of the comparison target
portion 209 is measured, and hence the electrostatic ca-
pacitance detection device 1 can calculate the potential
difference Vx between both ends of the electrode pair 2,
calculate a capacitance of the electrode pair 2, and fur-
ther calculate the electrostatic capacitance of the elec-
trode pair 2.
[0106] As described above, also in a case where the
electrode pair 2 and the measuring capacitor 3 are not
directly connected to each other, when the sequence of
series circuit 200 is formed, the electrostatic capacitance
detection device 1 can sense the electrostatic capaci-
tance of the electrode pair 2 as in the case of Embodiment
1. It is only required that the measuring capacitor 3 and
the electrode pair 2 form the series circuit 200, and that
the series circuit 200 have one end connected to the pow-
er line LPv of the inverter 36, and the other end connected
to the ground potential point, a power line of another
phase (for example, power line LPu or power line LPw),
or the bus. With such a configuration, the electrostatic
capacitance detection device 1 measures the potential
difference between both ends of the measurement target
portion 208 including the electrode pair 2 and the com-
parison target portion 209, and measures the potential
difference of the comparison target portion 209. Then,
the electrostatic capacitance detection device 1 can cal-
culate the electrostatic capacitance of the electrode pair
2 by subtracting the potential difference of the compari-
son target portion 209 from the potential difference of the
measurement target portion 208, and comparing the po-
tential difference of the measurement target portion 208
with the potential difference of the comparison target por-
tion 209.
[0107] Here, the measurement target portion 208 may
be the electrode pair 2, and the comparison target portion
209 may be one measuring capacitor 3. Moreover, when
the series circuit 200 includes a resistor, the resistor may
be connected between the series-connected second re-
lay capacitor 202 and electrode pair 2 and the line LPv
through a connection line including the resistor. Moreo-
ver, the resistor may be connected between the series-
connected second relay capacitor 202 and electrode pair
2 and the power line LPw or the power line LPu, the
ground potential point, or the bus of the inverter through
a connection line including the resistor.
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[0108] Moreover, the configuration can also be de-
scribed as follows. One end of the series-connected elec-
trode pair 2 and second relay capacitor 202 may not nec-
essarily be connected to the power line LPv through a
conductor. In other words, also in a case where the con-
nection is established through a connection line including
a capacitor (for example, first relay capacitor 201) ther-
ebetween, effects similar to those of Embodiment 1 can
be obtained.
[0109] Moreover, the other end of the series-connect-
ed electrode pair 2 and second relay capacitor 202 may
not necessarily be connected to the power line LPw or
the power line LPu, the ground potential point, or the bus
of the inverter through a conductor. In other words, even
when the connection is established through a connection
line including a capacitor (for example, measuring ca-
pacitor 3) therebetween, effects similar to those of Em-
bodiment 1 can be obtained.
[0110] Moreover, even when a resistor or another ca-
pacitor is connected between the measuring capacitor 3
and the electrode pair 2, as long as the measuring ca-
pacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 are connected in series
to each other, effects similar to those in the case of Em-
bodiment 1 can be obtained. Therefore, as long as one
of the power lines of the inverter 36 and any one of a
power line of another phase, the ground potential point,
and the bus of the inverter are connected in series to
each other with by the resistor, the capacitor, and the
electrode pair 2 as the measurement target, the electro-
static capacitance can be detected through the above-
mentioned measurement.
[0111] In this specification, the term "connection"
means not only connection through a conductor, but also
connection with a capacitor or a resistor being present
therebetween. Here, the number of resistors and capac-
itors may be plural or single. Moreover, a capacitor or a
resistor may be connected between the measuring ca-
pacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 as the measurement
target. Moreover, a capacitor or a resistor may be con-
nected between the connection of the measuring capac-
itor 3 and the electrode pair 2 and the power line of the
inverter 36, or between the connection of the measuring
capacitor 3 and the electrode pair 2 and the ground po-
tential point or the bus of the inverter.

Reference Signs List

[0112]

1 electrostatic capacitance detection
device

2 electrode pair
3 measuring capacitor
4 relay
5 temperature sensor
6 filtering resistor
7 auxiliary capacitor
8 measurement target portion

10 control unit
15 voltage measurement device
20, 20a, 20b detecting circuit
21 voltage detecting unit
21a low-pass filter
22 voltage dividing circuit
23 detection-side rectifier circuit
24 insulation amplifier
25 amplifier
26 coaxial cable
27 twisted pair cable
31 three-phase AC power source
32 converter circuit
33 rectifier circuit
34 booster circuit
35 smoothing capacitor
36, 136 inverter
41 first resistor
42 second resistor
43 first capacitor
44 second capacitor
50 compressor
51 shell housing
51a shell inner wall
52 intake port
53 discharge port
54 motor
55 positive-displacement compressor
56 refrigerating machine oil
100 power conversion apparatus
150 load device
151 liquid container
154 load
200 series circuit
201 first relay capacitor
202 second relay capacitor
208 measurement target portion
209 comparison target portion
Cx, Cd electrostatic capacitance
Cs floating capacitance
F, G electrode
LBn N-bus
LBp P-bus
LPu, LPv, LPw power line (V phase, W phase, U

phase)
T2 glass terminal
Vx, V0 voltage

Claims

1. An electrostatic capacitance detection device, com-
prising:

- an electrode pair including a pair of electrodes,
the electrode pair being arranged inside a com-
pressor configured to compress refrigerant;
- a capacitor being connected in series to the
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electrode pair;
- an inverter having a first power line connected
to one end of a measurement target portion, and
being configured to drive the compressor,
- the first power line being one of power lines for
driving the compressor, the measurement target
portion being formed by connecting the elec-
trode pair and the capacitor in series to each
other; and
- a voltage detecting unit configured to measure
a voltage between the pair of electrodes of the
electrode pair.

2. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
claim 1,
further comprising a voltage detecting unit config-
ured to detect a voltage between both ends of the
measurement target portion,
wherein the electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice is configured to detect an electrostatic capaci-
tance of the electrode pair based on the voltage be-
tween the pair of electrodes of the electrode pair and
the voltage between both ends of the measurement
target portion.

3. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
claim 1 or 2,
wherein the measurement target portion has an oth-
er end being connected to any one of a ground po-
tential point, a bus of the inverter, and a second pow-
er line of a phase that is different from a phase of
the first power line.

4. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 3,
further comprising:

- a voltage dividing circuit including a first resistor
and a second resistor, and being connected in
parallel to the electrode pair, the first resistor
and the second resistor being connected in se-
ries to each other;
- a first capacitor being connected in parallel to
the first resistor; and
- a second capacitor being connected in parallel
to the second resistor.

5. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
claim 4,
wherein the following relationship is satisfied: 

where R1 is a resistance value of the first resistor,
R2 is a resistance value of the second resistor, C1
is a capacitance of the first capacitor, and C2 is a

capacitance of the second capacitor.

6. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 5,
further comprising a filtering resistor provided at at
least one of the following positions: a position be-
tween the electrode pair and the capacitor; a position
between the one end of the measurement target por-
tion and the first power line; and a position between
an other end of the measurement target portion and
a ground potential point, a bus of the inverter, or a
second power line of a phase that is different from a
phase of the first power line.

7. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
claim 6, further comprising an auxiliary capacitor
connected in parallel to the measurement target por-
tion.

8. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 7,
further comprising a switching mechanism config-
ured to switch a detection target of the voltage de-
tecting unit between the voltage between the pair of
electrodes of the electrode pair and a voltage be-
tween both ends of the measurement target portion.

9. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 8,
further comprising a voltage detecting unit config-
ured to detect a potential of a bus of the inverter,
wherein the electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice is configured to detect an electrostatic capaci-
tance of the electrode pair based on the voltage be-
tween the pair of electrodes of the electrode pair and
the potential of the bus of the inverter.

10. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the compressor stores a blend of the oil and
the refrigerant in which the refrigerant is dissolved
in the oil,
wherein the electrostatic capacitance detection de-
vice further comprises:

a temperature sensor configured to measure a
temperature of the blend of oil and refrigerant in
which refrigerant is dissolved in oil; and
a control unit, in which temperature dependence
of a dielectric constant of the oil and a dielectric
constant of the refrigerant is stored, and

wherein the control unit is configured to detect a con-
centration of the refrigerant or a concentration of the
oil based on the temperature of the blend in which
the refrigerant is dissolved in the oil, the temperature
being measured by the temperature sensor, the volt-
age measured by the voltage detecting unit, and the
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temperature dependence.

11. The electrostatic capacitance detection device of
any one of claims 1 to 10,
wherein, under a state in which the compressor stops
a compression operation, the compressor is applied
with a voltage having a frequency that is higher than
a PWM control frequency during the compression
operation from the inverter so that the voltage be-
tween the electrodes is detected.

12. A power conversion apparatus, comprising:

- an electrode pair;
- a capacitor connected in series to the electrode
pair;
- a voltage detecting unit configured to detect a
voltage between electrodes of the electrode
pair;
- a compressor, in which the electrode pair is
placed; and
- an inverter, which has one of power lines con-
nected to one end of series-connected electrode
pair and capacitor, and is configured to drive the
compressor.

13. An electrostatic capacitance detection device, com-
prising:

- an electrode pair including a pair of electrodes,
the electrode pair being included in a liquid con-
tainer;
- a capacitor connected in series to the electrode
pair;
- an inverter having a power line connected to
one end of series-connected electrode pair and
capacitor, the power line being used for driving
a device;
- a liquid, which is stored in the liquid container,
and is to be used by the device driven by the
inverter; and
- a voltage detecting unit configured to measure
a voltage between the electrode pair.
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