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(54) POWER TRANSMISSION DEVICE

(57) A power transmitter is a device for wirelessly
supplying power to a power receiver, including: a power
converter configured to convert power supplied from a
power source into direct current (DC) power; a DC/alter-
nating current (AC) converter configured to convert the
DC power into AC power; a capacitor configured to be
provided at an input of the DC/AC converter; and a con-

troller configured to perform a discharge control of the
capacitor after the power converter stops, wherein the
controller performs the discharge control by changing at
least one of a driving frequency and a phase shift amount
of the DC/AC converter so that power supplied to the
DC/AC converter by the capacitor is equal to or lower
than withstand power of the DC/AC converter.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a power trans-
mitter.

Background Art

[0002] When a capacitor is provided in an electronic
device, an electric charge is accumulated in the capacitor
after an operation of the electronic device is finished. The
accumulated electric charge needs to be discharged (for
example, see Patent Literature 1). In the technology dis-
closed in Patent Literature 1, an electric motor generator
consumes the residual electric charge of the capacitor
by driving an inverter after notification of completion of a
charge control.
[0003] Although the technology disclosed in Patent Lit-
erature 1 targets the discharge of the capacitor between
a boost converter and the inverter, the capacitor exists
even in a wireless power transfer system (see Patent
Literature 2, for example). In the wireless power transfer
system disclosed in Patent Literature 2, a smoothing ca-
pacitor is provided at an input of the inverter of the pri-
mary-side wireless power transfer device (power trans-
mitter).

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004]

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Publication No. 2009-130940
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Publication No. 2015-223042

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] In the wireless power transfer system, a reso-
nance circuit can be provided in the wireless power trans-
fer device as disclosed in Patent Literature 2. According
to the configuration of the resonant circuit, power feeding
characteristics may be changed depending on the
amount of electric charge accumulated in the capacitor.
Therefore, when the technology disclosed in Patent Lit-
erature 1 is applied only to the wireless power transfer
system, for example, impedance when seeing a power
receiver from the inverter is likely to be capacitive while
the electric charge accumulated in the capacitor is dis-
charged.
[0006] In this case, a method of switching an inverter
becomes a hard switching method. A switching loss in
the hard switching method is increased, and power con-

sumed in elements included in the inverter is increased.
Then, the power sometimes exceeds a withstand power
of the elements included in the inverter. In order to in-
crease the withstand power of the inverter, it is conceiv-
able to adopt an element with high withstand power
among the elements included in the inverter. However,
there is a possibility that a size of the inverter is increased.
[0007] The present disclosure provides a power trans-
mitter capable of discharging a capacitor without increas-
ing a size of an inverter.

Solution to Problem

[0008] A power transmitter according to an aspect of
the present disclosure is a device for wirelessly supplying
power to a power receiver. The power transmitter in-
cludes: a power converter configured to convert power
supplied from a power source into direct current (DC)
power; a DC/alternating current (AC) converter config-
ured to convert the DC power into AC power; a capacitor
configured to be provided at an input of the DC/AC con-
verter; and a controller configured to perform a discharge
control of the capacitor after the power converter stops.
The controller performs the discharge control by chang-
ing at least one of a driving frequency and a phase shift
amount of the DC/AC converter so that power supplied
to the DC/AC converter by the capacitor is equal to or
lower than withstand power of the DC/AC converter.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0009] According to the present disclosure, it is possi-
ble to discharge the capacitor without causing the in-
crease in size of the inverter.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an application exam-
ple of a wireless power transfer system including a
power transmitter according to an embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a circuit block diagram of the wireless power
transfer system of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram relating to a discharge
control.
FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of an inverter circuit of
FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of power
characteristics.
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating another example of
the power characteristics.
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating still another example
of the power characteristics.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a series of processing
of a first discharge control.
FIG. 9(a) is a flowchart illustrating in detail an exam-
ple of frequency setting processing in FIG. 8. FIG.
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9(b) is a flowchart illustrating in detail another exam-
ple of the frequency setting processing in FIG. 8.
FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating a series of process-
ing of a second discharge control.
FIG. 11 is a diagram for explaining an operation in
the second discharge control.
FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a series of process-
ing of a modified example of the second discharge
control.
FIG. 13(a) is a flowchart illustrating in detail an ex-
ample of first power command value change
processing in FIG. 12. FIG. 13(b) is a flowchart illus-
trating in detail another example of the first power
command value change processing in FIG. 12.
FIG. 14 is a diagram for explaining an operation in
the modified example of the second discharge con-
trol.
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a state of each
switching element included in an inverter circuit.
FIGS. 16(a) to 16(c) are diagrams illustrating a cur-
rent flowing in the inverter circuit.
FIGS. 17(a) to 17(c) are diagrams illustrating the cur-
rent flowing in the inverter circuit.
FIG. 18 is a diagram for explaining a phase shift con-
trol.

Description of Embodiments

[1] Outline of embodiments

[0011] A power transmitter according to an aspect of
the present disclosure is a device for wirelessly supplying
power to a power receiver. The power transmitter in-
cludes: a power converter configured to convert power
supplied from a power source into DC power; a DC/AC
converter configured to convert the DC power into AC
power; a capacitor configured to be provided at an input
of the DC/AC converter; and a controller configured to
perform a discharge control of the capacitor after the pow-
er converter stops. The controller performs the discharge
control by changing at least one of a driving frequency
and a phase shift amount of the DC/AC converter so that
power supplied to the DC/AC converter by the capacitor
is equal to or lower than withstand power of the DC/AC
converter.
[0012] In the power transmitter, even after the power
converter stops, the DC/AC converter continues to be
driven so that the power supplied to the DC/AC converter
by the capacitor is equal to or lower than the withstand
power of the DC/AC converter. Therefore, it is possible
to continue to consume power (electric charge) accumu-
lated in the capacitor without increasing the withstand
power of the DC/AC converter. As a result, the capacitor
can be discharged without increasing a size of the DC/AC
converter.
[0013] In the discharge control, the controller may
change at least one of the driving frequency and the
phase shift amount of the DC/AC converter so that im-

pedance when seeing the power receiver from the
DC/AC converter becomes inductive. When the imped-
ance when seeing the power receiver from the DC/AC
converter becomes capacitive, switching of the DC/AC
converter can be hard switching. Therefore, by making
the impedance when seeing the power receiver from the
DC/AC converter inductive, the switching of the DC/AC
converter can be soft switching. Therefore, it is possible
to continue to discharge the electric charge accumulated
in the capacitor without increasing the withstand power
of the DC/AC converter. As a result, the capacitor can
be discharged without increasing the size of the DC/AC
converter.
[0014] In the discharge control, the controller may
change at least one of the driving frequency and the
phase shift amount of the DC/AC converter so that the
AC power is constant. In this case, the power constant
control for keeping the AC power constant can be con-
tinued. As a result, it is possible to discharge the capacitor
using the power constant control even after the power
converter stops.
[0015] In the discharge control, the controller may
change at least one of the driving frequency and the
phase shift amount of the DC/AC converter so that the
AC power is lower than AC power converted by the
DC/AC converter while the power converter operates. As
the magnitude of the AC power converted by the DC/AC
converter is decreased, a phase of an output current is
delayed relative to a phase of an output voltage of the
DC/AC converter. Therefore, it is possible to lengthen
the time when the DC/AC converter can be driven by the
soft switching. This makes it possible to discharge the
capacitor more reliably.
[0016] The DC/AC converter may include a switching
element and a diode electrically connected in parallel with
the switching element. In the discharge control, the con-
troller may set a period during which a current flows in
the same direction as a forward direction of the diode
and the switching element is kept in an off state to be
longer than a period during which a current flows in the
same direction as a forward direction of the diode and
the switching element is kept in an off state while the
power converter operates. When the switching element
electrically connected in parallel with the diode is turned
off during the period in which the current flows in the
same direction as the forward direction of the diode, pow-
er is consumed in the DC/AC converter as much as the
forward voltage drop across the diode. By making the
time to maintain the switching element in the off state
longer than the time to operate the power converter, it is
possible to increase the power consumption in the
DC/AC converter and to efficiently discharge the capac-
itor.

[2] Examples of embodiments

[0017] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present disclo-
sure will be described in detail with reference to the ac-
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companying drawings. In the description of the drawings,
the same or equivalent elements are denoted by the
same reference numerals and redundant explanation is
omitted.
[0018] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an application
example of a wireless power transfer system including a
power transmitter according to an embodiment. As illus-
trated in FIG. 1, a wireless power transfer system 1 in-
cludes a power transmitter 2 and a power receiver 3, and
is a system for supplying power from the power transmit-
ter 2 to the power receiver 3. The power transmitter 2
and the power receiver 3 are separated from each other,
for example, in a vertical direction. The power transmitter
2 is installed in a parking lot or the like, for example. The
power receiver 3 is mounted on an electric vehicle EV,
for example. The wireless power transfer system 1 is
configured to supply power to the electric vehicle EV ar-
riving at the parking lot or the like, using inter-coil mag-
netic coupling such as a magnetic field resonance meth-
od and an electromagnetic induction method. It is to be
noted that the wireless power transfer method is not lim-
ited to a method utilizing the magnetic coupling, but may
be an electric field resonance method, for example.
[0019] The power transmitter 2 is a device for wireless-
ly supplying power to the power receiver 3. The power
transmitter 2 generates desired AC power from power
supplied by a power source PS (see FIG. 2), and trans-
mits the generated AC power to the power receiver 3.
The power transmitter 2 is installed on a road surface R
such as a parking lot. The power transmitter 2 includes
a first coil device 4 (power transmission coil device) pro-
vided so as to protrude upward from the road surface R
such as the parking lot. The first coil device 4 includes a
first coil 21 (see FIG. 2), and has a flat frustum shape or
a rectangular parallelepiped shape, for example. The
power transmitter 2 generates the desired AC power from
the power source PS. The generated AC power is trans-
mitted to the first coil device 4, so that the first coil device
4 generates a magnetic flux.
[0020] The power receiver 3 is a device that receives
power from the power transmitter 2 and supplies power
to a load L (see FIG. 2). The power receiver 3 is mounted
on the electric vehicle EV, for example. The power re-
ceiver 3 includes, for example, a second coil device 5
(power receiving coil device) attached to a bottom sur-
face of a vehicle body (chassis or the like) of the electric
vehicle EV. The second coil device 5 includes a second
coil 31 (see FIG. 2), and faces the first coil device 4 while
being spaced apart from each other in a vertical direction
when power is supplied. The second coil device 5 has,
for example, a flat frustum shape or a rectangular paral-
lelepiped shape. The magnetic flux generated in the first
coil device 4 interlinks with the second coil device 5, so
that the second coil device 5 generates an induced cur-
rent. Thereby, the second coil device 5 receives power
from the first coil device 4 in a wireless manner. The
power received by the second coil device 5 is supplied
to the load L.

[0021] With reference to FIG. 2, a circuit configuration
of the wireless power transfer system 1 is described in
detail. FIG. 2 is a circuit block diagram of the wireless
power transfer system of FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the wireless power transfer system 1 is a system for re-
ceiving AC power Pac1 from the power source PS and
supplying load power Pout to the load L. The power
source PS may be an AC power source such as a com-
mercial power source, and supplies the AC power Pac1
to the power transmitter 2. A frequency of the AC power
Pac1 is, for example, 50 Hz or 60 Hz. The load L may be
a DC load such as a battery or an AC load such as an
electric motor.
[0022] The power transmitter 2 is supplied with the AC
power Pac1 from the power source PS. The power trans-
mitter 2 includes a first coil 21, a first converter 22, a first
detector 23, a first communication device 24, and a first
controller 25.
[0023] The first converter 22 is a circuit that converts
the AC power Pac1 supplied from the power source PS
into desired AC power Pac2 and supplies the converted
AC power Pac2 to the first coil 21. The first converter 22
can change a magnitude of the AC power Pac2 by, for
example, a frequency control, a phase shift control, and
a voltage control of DC power Pdc, which will be de-
scribed later. The first converter 22 includes a power con-
verter 26 and a DC/AC converter 27.
[0024] The power converter 26 is an AC/DC converter
that converts the AC power Pac1 supplied from the power
source PS into the DC power Pdc. The power converter
26 is, for example, a rectifier circuit. The rectifier circuit
may be constituted by a rectifying element such as a
diode or may be constituted by a switching element such
as a transistor. The power converter 26 may further in-
clude a power factor correction (PFC) function and a step-
up/step-down function. The first converter 22 may further
include a DC/DC converter that is provided at an output
of the power converter 26. The power converter 26 is
controlled by the first controller 25 so as to change a
magnitude of a voltage Vdc of the DC power Pdc. The
power converter 26 changes the magnitude of the voltage
Vdc of the DC power Pdc by pulse width modulation, for
example. The power converter 26 supplies the converted
DC power Pdc to the DC/AC converter 27.
[0025] The DC/AC converter 27 converts the DC power
Pdc converted by the power converter 26 into the AC
power Pac2. A frequency of the AC power Pac2 is, for
example, 81.38 kHz to 90 kHz. The DC/AC converter 27
includes an inverter circuit. Here, a capacitor is provided
at the input of the DC/AC converter 27. The capacitor
provided at the input of the DC/AC converter 27 may be
provided separately from the DC/AC converter 27, and
as in the present embodiment, may be provided at an
input stage as a part of the DC/AC converter 27. That is,
the DC/AC converter 27 includes a capacitor 42 (see
FIG. 3) provided at the input of the inverter circuit. The
first converter 22 may further include a transformer that
is provided at the output of the DC/AC converter 27. The
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DC/AC converter 27 is controlled by the first controller
25 so as to change the magnitude of the AC power Pac2.
The DC/AC converter 27 supplies the converted AC pow-
er Pac2 to the first coil 21. The detailed configuration of
the DC/AC converter 27 will be described later.
[0026] The first coil 21 is a coil for wirelessly feeding
power to the power receiver 3. The first coil 21 generates
a magnetic flux by supplying the AC power Pac2 from
the first converter 22. A capacitor and an inductor (for
example, a reactor) may be connected between the first
coil 21 and the first converter 22.
[0027] The first detector 23 includes a circuit for ac-
quiring a measurement value relating to the DC power
Pdc. The circuit for obtaining the measurement value re-
lating to the DC power Pdc is, for example, a voltage
sensor, a current sensor, or a combination thereof. The
first detector 23 measures the DC power Pdc, the voltage
Vdc of the DC power Pdc, or a current Idc of the DC
power Pdc. The first detector 23 measures the AC power
Pac2, a voltage Vac2 of the AC power Pac2, and a current
Iac2 of the AC power Pac2. The first detector 23 outputs
the acquired measurement value to the first controller 25.
[0028] The first communication device 24 is a circuit
for wirelessly communicating with the second communi-
cation device 34 of the power receiver 3 to be described
later. The first communication device 24 includes, for ex-
ample, an antenna for a communication system using
radio waves, or a light emitting device and a light receiv-
ing device for a communication system using an optical
signal. The first communication device 24 outputs the
information received from the power receiver 3 to the first
controller 25.
[0029] The first controller 25 is a processing device
such as a central processing unit (CPU) and a digital
signal processor (DSP). The first controller 25 may in-
clude a read only memory (ROM), a random access
memory (RAM), an interface circuit connected to each
part of the power transmitter 2, and the like.
[0030] The first controller 25 calculates the first power
measurement value based on the measurement value
of the current Idc detected by the first detector 23. The
first power measurement value is a measurement value
including a loss of the DC/AC converter 27, a loss of the
first coil 21, and the like and the AC power Pac2 supplied
from the DC/AC converter 27 to the first coil 21. The first
controller 25 calculates the first power command value
based on a second power command value received from
the power receiver 3 via the first communication device
24. As the power constant control, the first controller 25
performs the power control that controls the first convert-
er 22 based on the first power measurement value (AC
power Pac2) and the first power command value so that
the first power measurement value approaches the first
power command value.
[0031] The first controller 25 may perform a command
value correction control for correcting the first power com-
mand value. As the command value correction control,
the first controller 25 performs the power control that con-

trols the first converter 22 based on the second power
measurement value (described later) and the second
power command value (described later) received from
the power receiver 3 via the first communication device
24 so that the second power measurement value (load
power Pout) approaches the second power command
value. Specifically, the first controller 25 corrects the first
power command value so that the second power meas-
urement value approaches the second power command
value.
[0032] As the power control, the first controller 25 con-
trols the magnitude of the AC power Pac2 by controlling
the first converter 22 and controls the magnitude of the
load power Pout supplied to the load L. The power control
is performed using at least one of the frequency control,
the phase shift control, and the voltage control of the DC
power Pdc. In each control, a power control parameter
for controlling the magnitude of the AC power Pac2 is
changed.
[0033] The first controller 25 performs the frequency
control that changes the magnitude of the AC power Pac2
and the load power Pout by changing a frequency f of
the AC power Pac2. The above-described power control
parameter in the frequency control is the driving frequen-
cy of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit). The fre-
quency of the AC power Pac2 is the frequency of the AC
current or AC voltage output from the first converter 22.
[0034] The first controller 25 performs the phase shift
control which changes the magnitude of the AC power
Pac2 and the load power Pout by changing an ON period
of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit). For example,
when the DC/AC converter 27 is the inverter circuit, the
first controller 25 adjusts a supply time of a driving signal
to the plurality of switching elements included in the in-
verter circuit to change an ON period of each switching
element. The above-described power control parameter
in the phase shift control is an ON period of the inverter
circuit.
[0035] The first controller 25 performs the voltage con-
trol that changes the magnitude of the AC power Pac2
and the load power Pout by changing the magnitude of
the voltage Vdc of the DC power Pdc. The change in the
voltage Vdc of the DC power Pdc is performed, for ex-
ample, by using the step-up/step-down function of the
power converter 26 described above. The above-de-
scribed power control parameter in the control of the DC
power Pdc is the magnitude of the voltage Vdc of the DC
power Pdc. The step-up/step-down function can be re-
alized by, for example, a chopper circuit.
[0036] When receiving a charging stop request, the
first controller 25 performs the discharge control of the
capacitor 42 (see FIG. 3) of the DC/AC converter 27 while
operating the second converter 32. The discharge control
is a control that discharges the electric charge accumu-
lated in the capacitor 42 of the DC/AC converter 27. The
first controller 25 receives the charging stop request from,
for example, the power receiver 3 via the first communi-
cation device 24. Further, the first controller 25 receives
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the charging stop request in response to pressing of a
charging stop button provided in the power transmitter
2. Details of the discharge control will be described later.
[0037] The power receiver 3 includes a second coil 31,
a second converter 32, a second detector 33, a second
communication device 34, and a second controller 35.
[0038] The second coil 31 is a coil for wirelessly re-
ceiving power supplied from the power transmitter 2. The
magnetic flux generated by the first coil 21 interlinks with
the second coil 31 to generate AC power Pac3 in the
second coil 31. The second coil 31 supplies the AC power
Pac3 to the second converter 32. A capacitor and an
inductor (for example, a reactor) may be connected be-
tween the second coil 31 and the second converter 32.
[0039] The second converter 32 is a circuit that con-
verts the AC power Pac3 received by the second coil 31
into the desired load power Pout by the load L. When the
load L is a DC load, the second converter 32 is an AC/DC
converter (rectifier circuit) that converts the AC power
Pac3 into the DC load power Pout. In this case, the sec-
ond converter 32 may include a step-up/step-down func-
tion for outputting the desired load power Pout by the
load L. The step-up/step-down function can be realized
by, for example, a chopper circuit or a transformer. The
second converter 32 may further include the transformer
that is provided at the input of the AC/DC converter.
[0040] When the load L is the AC load, the second
converter 32 further includes a DC/AC converter (inverter
circuit) in addition to an AC/DC converter that converts
the AC power Pac3 into DC power. The DC/AC converter
converts the DC power converted by the AC/DC convert-
er into AC load power Pout. The second converter 32
may further include the transformer that is provided at
the input of the AC/DC converter. In addition, the second
converter 32 may further include a clamp circuit for pre-
venting a destruction of the circuit. Usually, when the
charging stops, a relay connected from the second con-
verter 32 to the load L does not stop, but when a relay
connected from the second converter 32 to the load L
stops due to abnormality or the like, the clamp circuit may
also be used to consume power. When the AC power
Pac3 supplied from the second coil 31 is the desired AC
power by the load L, the second converter 32 can be
omitted.
[0041] The second detector 33 is a circuit for acquiring
the measurement value relating to the load power Pout
supplied to the load L. The second detector 33 measures
a load voltage Vout, a load current lout, or the load power
Pout supplied to the load L. The second detector 33 is,
for example, a voltage sensor, a current sensor, or a com-
bination thereof. The second detector 33 outputs the ac-
quired measurement value to the second controller 35.
The load L outputs the second power command value to
the second controller 35. The second power command
value indicates the magnitude of the desired power to be
supplied to the load L. For example, when the load L is
a storage battery, the second power command value may
be a command value of current, voltage, or power which

is set in accordance with a state of charge (SOC) of the
load L.
[0042] The second communication device 34 is a cir-
cuit for wirelessly communicating with the first commu-
nication device 24 of the power transmitter 2. The power
receiver 3 can communicate with the power transmitter
2 by the second communication device 34. The second
communication device 34 includes, for example, an an-
tenna for a communication system using radio waves, or
a light emitting device and a light receiving device for a
communication system using an optical signal. The sec-
ond communication device 34 transmits the information
received from the second controller 35 to the power trans-
mitter 2.
[0043] The second controller 35 is a processing device
such as a CPU and a DSP. The second controller 35 may
include a ROM, a RAM, an interface circuit connected to
each unit of the power receiver 3, and the like. The second
controller 35 calculates the second power measurement
value based on the measurement value received from
the second detector 33. The second controller 35 trans-
mits the second power measurement value and the sec-
ond power command value received from the load L to
the power transmitter 2 via the second communication
device 34.
[0044] For example, when a storage battery of an elec-
tric vehicle is connected to the power transmitter 2 in-
stead of the power source PS, and the power source PS
is connected to the power receiver 3 instead of the load
L, power can be transmitted from the power receiver 3
to the power transmitter 2.
[0045] Next, the discharge control will be described in
detail. First, a circuit configuration used for the discharge
control will be described with reference to FIGS. 3 and
4. FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram relating to the discharge
control. FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of the inverter circuit
of FIG. 3. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the DC/AC converter
27 includes an inverter circuit 41, a capacitor 42, and a
forced discharge circuit 43.
[0046] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the inverter circuit 41 is
a full bridge inverter, and includes switching elements
SW1 to SW4 and diodes D1 to D4. The switching ele-
ments SW1 to SW4 are elements capable of switching
electrical opening and closing. That is, switching is made
between an on state in which both ends of the switching
elements SW1 to SW4 are electrically conductive and an
off state in which both ends thereof are electrically cut
off. As the switching elements SW1 to SW4, for example,
a metal oxide semiconductor field effect transistor (MOS-
FET), an insulated gate bipolar transistor (IGBT), a bipo-
lar transistor and the like are used. In the example illus-
trated in FIG. 4, the switching elements SW1 to SW4 are
N-channel MOSFETs.
[0047] Input terminals 41a and 41b of the inverter cir-
cuit 41 are connected to both ends of the capacitor 42.
The switching element SW1 and the switching element
SW2 are electrically connected in series between the in-
put terminals 41a and 41b. In FIG. 4, a drain of the switch-
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ing element SW1 is connected to the input terminal 41a,
and a source of the switching element SW2 is connected
to the input terminal 41b. A source of the switching ele-
ment SW1 and a drain of the switching element SW2 are
connected to each other and are connected to an output
terminal 41d of the inverter circuit 41. Similarly, a switch-
ing element SW3 and a switching element SW4 are elec-
trically connected in series between the input terminals
41a and 41b. In FIG. 4, a drain of the switching element
SW3 is connected to the input terminal 41a, and a source
of the switching element SW4 is connected to the input
terminal 41b. A source of the switching element SW3 and
a drain of the switching element SW4 are connected to
each other and are connected to an output terminal 41c
of the inverter circuit 41. The output terminal 41c is con-
nected to one end of the first coil 21, and the output ter-
minal 41d is connected to the other end of the first coil 21.
[0048] Driving signals Sa to Sd are supplied from the
first controller 25 to gates of the switching elements SW1
to SW4, respectively. The switching elements SW1 to
SW4 switch between the on state and the off state in
accordance with the driving signals Sa to Sd output from
the first controller 25.
[0049] The diodes D1 to D4 are electrically connected
in parallel with the switching elements SW1 to SW4, re-
spectively. Cathodes of the diodes D1 to D4 are connect-
ed to the drains of the switching elements SW1 to SW4,
respectively and anodes of the diodes D1 to D4 are con-
nected to the sources of the switching elements SW1 to
SW4, respectively. The inverter circuit 41 may be a half-
bridge inverter.
[0050] The capacitor 42 is, for example, a smoothing
capacitor. As the capacitor 42, for example, an electro-
lytic capacitor is used. The capacitor 42 is provided at an
input portion of the DC/AC converter 27. That is, the ca-
pacitor 42 is provided between the power converter 26
and the inverter circuit 41.
[0051] The forced discharge circuit 43 is a circuit that
forcibly discharges the charge accumulated in the capac-
itor 42. The forced discharge circuit 43 is electrically con-
nected in parallel with the capacitor 42. The forced dis-
charge circuit 43 includes a resistance element 44 and
a switching element 45 that are electrically connected in
series. One end of the resistance element 44 is connect-
ed to an electric wire for supplying output from the electric
power converter 26 to the inverter circuit 41, and the other
end of the resistance element 44 is connected to one end
of the switching element 45. The other end of the switch-
ing element 45 is connected to a ground potential (GND).
[0052] The switching element 45 is an element capable
of switching electrical opening and closing. That is,
switching is made between an on state in which both
ends of the switching element 45 are electrically conduc-
tive and an off state in which both ends thereof are elec-
trically cut off. Examples of the switching element 45 in-
clude a semiconductor switch, a mechanical relay, and
the like. The switching element 45 switches between the
on state and the off state in accordance with a forced

discharge signal output from the first controller 25. The
forced discharge circuit 43 is not indispensable, and the
DC/AC converter 27 may not include the forced dis-
charge circuit 43.
[0053] Here, the frequency characteristics (hereinaf-
ter, referred to as "power characteristics") of the AC pow-
er Pac2 will be described with reference to FIGS. 5 to 7.
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of the power
characteristics. FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating another
example of the power characteristics. FIG. 7 is a diagram
illustrating still another example of the power character-
istics. In the graphs of FIGS. 5 to 7, a horizontal axis
represents a frequency f, and a vertical axis represents
(the magnitude of) the AC power Pac2. The frequency f
is the frequency of the AC power Pac2. It is assumed
that an input voltage Vc of the DC/AC converter 27 (in-
verter circuit 41) is decreased from an input voltage Vc1
to an input voltage Vc8 in this order. The input voltage
Vc is determined in accordance with the electric charge
accumulated in the capacitor 42, and the input voltage
Vc is increased as the charge amount accumulated in
the capacitor 42 is increased.
[0054] As illustrated in FIGS. 5 to 7, the power char-
acteristics are changed in accordance with the input volt-
age Vc. Specifically, as the input voltage Vc is decreased,
a maximum value of the AC power Pac2 at which the
DC/AC converter 27 can output is decreased. Further,
when the input voltage Vc is constant, the magnitude of
the AC power Pac2 is changed in accordance with the
frequency f. As the frequency f, for example, 81.38 kHz
to 90 kHz can be used. As the frequency f is changed,
impedance of reactance elements such as the coil and
the capacitor is changed, and the AC power Pac2 is
changed. In this way, the first controller 25 performs the
frequency control that changes the magnitude of the AC
power Pac2 by changing the frequency f.
[0055] A frequency fp, which is the frequency f for caus-
ing the DC/AC converter 27 to output the maximum AC
power Pac2 that can be output by the DC/AC converter
27 with respect to the input voltage Vc, is a frequency at
a boundary whether the impedance when seeing the
power receiver 3 from the DC/AC converter 27 becomes
inductive (L load) or capacitive (C load). Specifically, this
impedance is impedance when seeing the power receiv-
er 3 from the output of the DC/AC converter 27, and the
impedance is the L load at the frequency f greater than
the frequency fp, and is the C load at the frequency f
lower than the frequency fp.
[0056] The L load is realized by making a phase θi of
the output current (current Iac2 of the AC power Pac2)
be equal to or delayed more than a phase θv of the output
voltage (voltage Vac2 of the AC power Pac2) from the
DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41). In addition, if a
phase difference between the output voltage and the out-
put current is kept the same, since the impedance be-
comes capacitive due to noise, a control error, and the
like, the phase θv of the voltage Vac2 is advanced by a
predetermined value with respect to the phase θi of the
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current Iac2 to secure safety. The predetermined value
is called a phase margin. Here, when the impedance is
L load and there is a predetermined phase margin and
a predetermined amount of reflux current, the switching
performed in the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41)
is called soft switching. The switching performed under
other conditions is called hard switching. The reflux cur-
rent is a current flowing in the power source by a counter
electromotive force of the first coil 21 (see FIGS. 16(b),
16(c), 17(b) and 17(c)).
[0057] In the power characteristics illustrated in FIG.
5, the frequency fp is substantially constant irrespective
of the magnitude of the input voltage Vc. In the power
characteristics illustrated in FIG. 6, the frequency fp is
increased as the input voltage Vc is decreased. In the
power characteristics illustrated in FIG. 7, the frequency
fp is decreased as the input voltage Vc is decreased.
Such a difference in power characteristics is determined
by characteristics of a resonance circuit (for example, a
first coil 21 and a resonance circuit including a capacitor
(not illustrated)) provided in the power transmitter 2.
[0058] The first controller 25 performs the discharge
control by changing the frequency f of the DC/AC con-
verter 27 (inverter circuit 41) so that the power supplied
to the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41) by the
capacitor 42 becomes equal to or lower than the with-
stand power of the inverter circuit 41. As an example, in
the discharge control, the first controller 25 changes the
frequency f of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit
41) so that the impedance when seeing the power re-
ceiver 3 from the DC/AC converter 27 becomes inductive
(L load). Hereinafter, the first discharge control to the
third discharge control will be described.

(First Discharge Control)

[0059] Subsequently, the first discharge control per-
formed by the first controller 25 will be described with
reference to FIG. 3 and FIGS. 5 to 9(b). FIG. 8 is a flow-
chart illustrating a series of processing of the first dis-
charge control. FIG. 9(a) is a flowchart illustrating in detail
an example of frequency setting processing in FIG. 8.
FIG. 9(b) is a flowchart illustrating in detail another ex-
ample of the frequency setting processing in FIG. 8. The
first discharge control is a control which discharges the
electric charge accumulated in the capacitor 42 by con-
tinuously driving the inverter circuit 41 with changing the
frequency f after performing the power constant control
without changing from the first power command value
immediately before stopping the power converter 26. The
processing illustrated in FIG. 8 starts in response to re-
ception of the charging stop request, for example, when
the first controller 25 is performing normal power control.
The input voltage Vc is measured by the first detector 23
(see FIG. 2) and output to the first controller 25.
[0060] First, the first controller 25 stops the power con-
verter 26 (step S11). The first controller 25 performs the
power constant control without changing from the first

power command value immediately before stopping the
power converter 26 (step S12). In other words, the first
controller 25 changes the frequency f of the DC/AC con-
verter 27 (inverter circuit 41) so that the AC power Pac2
becomes constant at the same magnitude as the AC pow-
er Pac2 output by the DC/AC converter 27 while the pow-
er converter 26 operates. At this time, since the power
converter 26 stops, no electric charge is newly supplied
to the capacitor 42. For this reason, the electric charge
accumulated in the capacitor 42 is discharged by the
power constant control. When the electric charge accu-
mulated in the capacitor 42 is discharged, the input volt-
age Vc is decreased.
[0061] Subsequently, the first controller 25 calculates
a phase Δθ which is the delay of the phase θi of the current
Iac2 with respect to the phase θv of the voltage Vac2
detected by the first detector 23, and compares the phase
Δθ with a phase θth1. The first controller 25 determines
whether the phase Δθ is smaller than the predetermined
phase θth1 (step S13). The phase θth1 is a lower limit
threshold value of the phase Δθ. The phase θth1 is the
phase Δθ which the impedance does not become the C
load, and is several degrees greater than the phase Δθ
(0°) which is the boundary between the L load and the C
load. The phase θth1 is preset. In step S13, if it is deter-
mined that the phase Δθ is equal to or greater than the
phase θth1 (step S13; No), steps S12 and S13 are re-
peated. On the other hand, if it is determined in step S13
that the phase Δθ is smaller than the phase θth1 (step
S13; Yes), there is the possibility that the impedance be-
comes the C load and the switching of the inverter circuit
41 becomes hard switching. For this reason, the first con-
troller 25 stops the power constant control (step S14).
[0062] Specific examples of steps S11 to S14 will be
described. For example, it is assumed that the first power
command value is 3300W and the input voltage Vc im-
mediately after stopping the power converter 26 is the
input voltage Vc1. In this case, as illustrated in FIG. 5,
the first controller 25 controls the AC power Pac2 to be
3300W by setting the frequency f to be a frequency f1.
When the DC/AC converter 27 is operating in the state
in which the frequency f is set to be the frequency f1, the
electric charge accumulated in the capacitor 42 is dis-
charged and the input voltage Vc is decreased. When
the input voltage Vc is decreased, since the power char-
acteristics are changed, the first controller 25 lowers the
frequency f so that the AC power Pac2 is maintained at
3300W. When the processing is repeated, the phase Δθ
eventually becomes smaller than the phase θth1. At this
time, the first controller 25 stops the power constant con-
trol.
[0063] Subsequently, the first controller 25 performs
the frequency setting processing (step S15). In the fre-
quency setting processing of step S15, as illustrated in
FIG. 9(a), the first controller 25 acquires the input voltage
Vc from the first detector 23 (step S21). Then, the first
controller 25 sets the frequency f in accordance with the
input voltage Vc (step S22). Specifically, the first control-
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ler 25 has a frequency table showing the correspondence
relationship between the input voltage Vc and the fre-
quency fp. The frequency table is preset by experiments
or the like. In step S22, the first controller 25 sets the
frequency f to be a frequency higher than the frequency
fp by a predetermined frequency. The first controller 25
ends the frequency setting processing.
[0064] In the frequency setting processing of step S15,
the processing illustrated in FIG. 9(b) may also be per-
formed. Specifically, the first controller 25 acquires the
phase Δθ (step S31). Then, the first controller 25 com-
pares the phase Δθ with the phase θth1 and determines
whether the phase Δθ is smaller than the phase θth1
(step S32). If it is determined that the phase Δθ is smaller
than the phase θth1 (step S32; Yes), there is a possibility
that the impedance when seeing the power receiver 3
from the DC/AC converter 27 becomes capacitive and
the switching of the inverter circuit 41 becomes the hard
switching. Therefore, the first controller 25 increases the
frequency f by a predetermined frequency (step S33),
and ends the frequency setting processing.
[0065] On the other hand, if it is determined in step S32
that the phase Δθ is equal to or greater than the phase
θth1 (step S32; No), the first controller 25 compares the
phase Δθ with a phase θth2, and determines whether the
phase Δθ is greater than the phase θth2 (step S34). The
phase θth2 is an upper limit threshold value of the phase
Δθ, and is greater than the phase θth1. The phase θth2
is preset. If it is determined that the phase Δθ is greater
than the phase θth2 (step S34; Yes), the impedance
when seeing the power receiver 3 from the DC/AC con-
verter 27 becomes inductive, but since power consumed
by the inverter circuit 41 is decreased, the first controller
25 lowers the frequency f by a predetermined frequency
(step S35) and ends the frequency setting process. On
the other hand, if it is determined in step S34 that the
phase Δθ is equal to or smaller than the phase θth2 (step
S34; No), the first controller 25 determines that the fre-
quency f is appropriate and ends the frequency setting
processing without changing the frequency f.
[0066] Subsequently, the first controller 25 compares
the input voltage Vc with a predetermined voltage Vth to
determine whether the input voltage Vc is lower than the
voltage Vth (step S16). The voltage Vth is set to be a
value indicating that the electric charge accumulated in
the capacitor 42 is sufficiently discharged by the dis-
charge control. The voltage Vth is set, for example, to
the extent that the circuit scale of the forced discharge
circuit 43 is not increased. Then, if it is determined that
the input voltage Vc is equal to or higher than the voltage
Vth (step S16; No), the first controller 25 again performs
the frequency setting processing of step S15. On the oth-
er hand, if it is determined in step S16 that the input volt-
age Vc is lower than the voltage Vth (step S16; Yes), the
first controller 25 stops driving the inverter circuit 41 (step
S17).
[0067] Specific examples of steps S15 to S17 will be
described. In the power transmitter 2 having the power

characteristics illustrated in FIG. 5, since the frequency
fp is substantially constant regardless of the magnitude
of the input voltage Vc, a lower limit frequency fth1 which
is the frequency f when the phase Δθ reaches the phase
θth1 is substantially constant regardless of the magni-
tude of the input voltage Vc. Therefore, the first controller
25 sets the frequency f to be the lower limit frequency
fth1 and continues to drive the inverter circuit 41. In the
power transmitter 2 having the power characteristics il-
lustrated in FIG. 6, since the frequency fp is increased
as the input voltage Vc is decreased, the lower limit fre-
quency fth1 is also increased as the input voltage Vc is
decreased. Therefore, the first controller 25 continues to
drive the inverter circuit 41 while increasing the frequency
f as the input voltage Vc is decreased. In the power trans-
mitter 2 having the power characteristics illustrated in
FIG. 7, since the frequency fp is decreased as the input
voltage Vc is decreased, the lower limit frequency fth1
and an upper limit frequency fth2 which is the frequency
f when the phase Δθ reaches the phase θth2 are also
decreased as the input voltage Vc is decreased. There-
fore, the first controller 25 continues to drive the inverter
circuit 41 while lowering the frequency f as the input volt-
age Vc is decreased. Then, when the input voltage Vc
becomes lower than the voltage Vth, the first controller
25 stops driving the inverter circuit 41.
[0068] Then, the first controller 25 causes the forced
discharge circuit 43 to discharge the capacitor 42 (step
S18). Specifically, the first controller 25 outputs the
forced discharge signal to the switching element 45 of
the forced discharge circuit 43 to turn on the switching
element 45, thereby forcibly discharging the electric
charge accumulated in the capacitor 42 to the ground
potential (GND). Then, the first controller 25 turns off the
switching element 45 by the forced discharge signal in
response to the input voltage Vc that is substantially zero,
and ends a series of processing of the first discharge
control.
[0069] In the frequency table, in place of the frequency
fp, the relationship between the frequency between the
lower limit frequency fth1 and the upper limit frequency
fth2, and the input voltage Vc may be established.

(Second Discharge Control)

[0070] Next, the second discharge control performed
by the first controller 25 will be described with reference
to FIG. 3 and FIGS. 10 to 11. FIG. 10 is a flowchart illus-
trating a series of processing of the second discharge
control. FIG. 11 is a diagram for explaining an operation
in the second discharge control. The second discharge
control is a control which discharges the electric charge
accumulated in the capacitor 42 by continuously perform-
ing the power constant control by changing the first power
command value after performing the power constant con-
trol without changing from the first power command value
immediately before stopping the power converter 26. The
processing illustrated in FIG. 10 starts in response to
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reception of the charging stop request, for example, when
the first controller 25 is performing normal power control.
The processing of steps S41 to S44 is the same as the
processing of steps S11 to S14 of FIG. 8, respectively,
and a description thereof will be omitted.
[0071] Subsequently, the first controller 25 performs
the first power command value change processing (step
S45). Specifically, the first controller 25 changes the first
power command value to a value smaller than the first
power command value of the power constant control
stopping in step S44. The limit value by which the input
voltage Vc can be decreased and the time required for
the second discharge control are determined by the first
power command value set in step S45. Therefore, the
first power command value set in step S45 is determined
in accordance with the specifications and the power char-
acteristics of the power transmitter 2. Then, the first con-
troller 25 performs the power constant control using the
first power command value set in step S45 (step S46).
In other words, in step S46, the first controller 25 changes
the frequency f of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit
41) so that the AC power Pac2 becomes lower than the
AC power Pac2 output by the DC/AC converter 27 while
the power converter 26 operates. Then, the first controller
25 changes the frequency f so that the AC power Pac2
becomes a constant magnitude smaller than the AC pow-
er Pac2 output by the DC/AC converter 27 while the pow-
er converter 26 operates.
[0072] Then, similar to step S43, the first controller 25
compares the phase Δθ of the AC power Pac2 with the
phase θth1 and determines whether the phase Δθ is
smaller than the predetermined phase θth1 (step S47).
If it is determined in step S47 that the phase Δθ is equal
to or greater than the phase θth1 (step S47; No), the first
controller 25 compares the input voltage Vc with the pre-
determined voltage Vth, and determines whether the in-
put voltage Vc is lower than the voltage Vth (step S48).
Then, if it is determined that the input voltage Vc is equal
to or higher than the voltage Vth (step S48; No), the first
controller 25 repeats the processing of steps S46 to S48.
[0073] On the other hand, if it is determined in step S47
that the phase Δθ is smaller than the phase θth1 (step
S47; Yes), and if it is determined in step S48 that the
input voltage Vc is lower than the voltage Vth (step S48;
Yes), the first controller 25 stops driving the inverter cir-
cuit 41 (step S49). Then, similar to step S18 of FIG. 8,
the first controller 25 causes the forced discharge circuit
43 to discharge the capacitor 42 (step S50). Then, the
first controller 25 turns off the switching element 45 by
the forced discharge signal in response to the input volt-
age Vc that is substantially zero, and ends a series of
processing of the second discharge control.
[0074] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 11, it is as-
sumed that the first power command value is 3300W and
the input voltage Vc immediately after stopping the power
converter 26 is the input voltage Vc1. In this case, the
first controller 25 controls the AC power Pac2 to be
3300W by setting the frequency f to be a frequency f1.

As the electric charge accumulated in the capacitor 42
is discharged, the input voltage Vc is decreased. At this
time, the first controller 25 gradually decreases the fre-
quency f from the frequency f1 so that the AC power Pac2
is constant at 3300W. Then, when the frequency f reach-
es the frequency f2, the phase Δθ becomes smaller than
the phase θth1. At this time, it is assumed that the input
voltage Vc is the input voltage Vc2. Subsequently, the
first controller 25 changes the first power command value
to 500W and sets the frequency f to be the frequency f3,
thereby controlling the AC power Pac2 to be 500W. The
first controller 25 gradually decreases the frequency f
from the frequency f3 so that the AC power Pac2 is con-
stant at 500W. Then, when the phase Δθ becomes small-
er than the phase θth1, the first controller 25 stops driving
the inverter circuit 41 and causes the forced discharge
circuit 43 to discharge the capacitor 42.

(Modified Example of Second Discharge Control)

[0075] Next, a modified example of the second dis-
charge control performed by the first controller 25 will be
described with reference to FIG. 3 and FIGS. 12 to 14.
FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a series of processing
of the modified example of the second discharge control.
FIG. 13(a) is a flowchart illustrating in detail an example
of the first power command value change processing in
FIG. 12. FIG. 13(b) is a flowchart illustrating in detail an-
other example of the first power command value change
processing in FIG. 12. FIG. 14 is a diagram for explaining
an operation in the modified example of the second dis-
charge control. In the modified example of the second
discharge control, the first power command value is grad-
ually decreased. The processing illustrated in FIG. 12
starts in response to reception of the charging stop re-
quest, for example, when the first controller 25 is per-
forming normal power control. The processing of steps
S51 to S54 is the same as the processing of steps S11
to S14 of FIG. 8, respectively, and a description thereof
will be omitted.
[0076] Subsequently, the first controller 25 performs
the first power command value change processing (step
S55). In the first power command value change process-
ing of step S55, as illustrated in FIG. 13(a), the first con-
troller 25 acquires the input voltage Vc from the first de-
tector 23 (step S61). Then, the first controller 25 sets the
first power command value in accordance with the input
voltage Vc (step S62). Specifically, the first controller 25
has a power command value table showing the relation-
ship between the input voltage Vc and the first power
command value. The power command value table is pre-
set by experiments or the like. That is, in the power com-
mand value table, the first power command value is pre-
set so that the phase Δθ becomes greater than the phase
θth1 with respect to the input voltage Vc. In step S62, the
first controller 25 refers to the power command value
table to set the first power command value associated
with the input voltage Vc. The first controller 25 ends the
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first power command value change processing.
[0077] In the first power command value change
processing of step S55, the processing illustrated in FIG.
13(b) may be performed. Specifically, the first controller
25 acquires the phase Δθ (step S71). Then, the first con-
troller 25 compares the phase Δθ with the phase θth1
and determines whether the phase Δθ is smaller than the
phase θth1 (step S72). If it is determined that the phase
Δθ is smaller than the phase θth1 (step S72; Yes), there
is a possibility that the impedance when seeing the power
receiver 3 from the DC/AC converter 27 becomes capac-
itive and the switching of the inverter circuit 41 becomes
the hard switching. Therefore, the first controller 25 de-
creases the first power command value by the preset
value (step S73), and ends the first power command val-
ue change processing. On the other hand, if it is deter-
mined in step S72 that the phase Δθ is equal to or greater
than the phase θth1 (step S72; No), the first controller
25 ends the first power command value change process-
ing without changing the first power command value.
[0078] Then, the first controller 25 performs the power
constant control using the first power command value set
in step S55 (step S56). In other words, in step S56, the
first controller 25 changes the frequency f of the DC/AC
converter 27 (inverter circuit 41) so that the AC power
Pac2 becomes lower than the AC power Pac2 while the
power converter 26 operates. Then, the first controller
25 changes the frequency f so that the AC power Pac2
becomes constant at a value smaller than the AC power
Pac2 while the power converter 26 operates. Then, the
first controller 25 compares the input voltage Vc with a
predetermined voltage Vth to determine whether the in-
put voltage Vc is lower than the voltage Vth (step S57).
Then, if it is determined that the input voltage Vc is equal
to or higher than the voltage Vth (step S57; No), the first
controller 25 repeats the processing of steps S55 to S57.
[0079] On the other hand, if it is determined in step S57
that the input voltage Vc is lower than the voltage Vth
(step S57; Yes), the first controller 25 stops driving the
inverter circuit 41 (step S58). Then, similar to step S18
of FIG. 8, the first controller 25 causes the forced dis-
charge circuit 43 to discharge the capacitor 42 (step S59).
Then, the first controller 25 turns off the switching element
45 by the forced discharge signal in response to the input
voltage Vc that is substantially zero, and ends a series
of processing of the second discharge control.
[0080] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 14, it is as-
sumed that the first power command value is 3300W and
the input voltage Vc immediately after stopping the power
converter 26 is the input voltage Vc1. In this case, the
first controller 25 controls the AC power Pac2 to be
3300W by setting the frequency f to be a frequency f1.
The electric charge accumulated in the capacitor 42 is
discharged, and the input voltage Vc is decreased. At
this time, the first controller 25 gradually decreases the
frequency f from the frequency f1 so that the AC power
Pac2 is constant at 3300W. Then, when the frequency f
reaches the frequency f2, the phase Δθ becomes smaller

than the phase θth1. At this time, it is assumed that the
input voltage Vc is the input voltage Vc2.
[0081] Subsequently, it is assumed that the first con-
troller 25 changes the first power command value to
2000W. In this case, the first controller 25 controls the
AC power Pac2 to be 2000W by setting the frequency f
to be a frequency f4. The first controller 25 gradually de-
creases the frequency f from the frequency f4 so that the
AC power Pac2 is constant at 2000W. After the power
constant control is performed based on the set first power
command value for a while, if the input voltage Vc is equal
to or higher than the voltage Vth, the first controller 25
further changes the first power command value. At this
time, it is assumed that the first controller 25 changes
the first power command value to 1000W. In this case,
the first controller 25 controls the AC power Pac2 to be
1000W by setting the frequency f to be a frequency f5.
Then, the first controller 25 performs the power constant
control so that the AC power Pac2 is constant at 1000W.
In this way, the above process is repeated until the input
voltage Vc becomes lower than the voltage Vth, and the
first power command value is gradually decreased. Then,
when the input voltage Vc becomes lower than the volt-
age Vth, the first controller 25 stops driving the inverter
circuit 41 and causes the forced discharge circuit 43 to
discharge the capacitor 42.

(Third Discharge Control)

[0082] Next, a third discharge control performed by the
first controller 25 will be described with reference to FIGS.
3 and 4 and FIGS. 15 to 17(c). FIG. 15 is a diagram
illustrating a state of each switching element included in
an inverter circuit. FIGS. 16(a) to 16(c) and FIGS. 17(a)
to 17(c) are diagrams illustrating the current flowing in
the inverter circuit. The third discharge control is a control
which discharges the electric charge accumulated in the
capacitor 42 by adjusting the switching timing of the on/off
states of the switching elements SW1 to SW4 included
in the inverter circuit 41.
[0083] As illustrated in FIG. 15, the operation of the
inverter circuit 41 can be divided into periods Ta to Td in
accordance with a current path through which a current
flows in the inverter circuit 41. In the period Ta, the first
controller 25 supplies the driving signals Sa and Sd, and
the switching elements SW1 and SW4 are in the on state.
Since the first controller 25 does not supply the driving
signals Sb and Sc, the switching elements SW2 and SW3
are in the off state. At this time, as illustrated in FIG. 16(a),
the current Iac2 flows in a current path Ra reaching an
input terminal 41b through the switching element SW1,
the output terminal 41d, the first coil 21 (see FIG. 3), the
output terminal 41c, and the switching element SW4 in
this order from the input terminal 41a. That is, the current
Iac2 flows in the switching elements SW1 and SW4 in a
forward direction.
[0084] Subsequently, in the period Tb, the first control-
ler 25 first stops the supply of the driving signals Sa and
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Sd to turn off the switching elements SW1 and SW4. At
this time, since the first controller 25 does not also supply
the driving signals Sb and Sc, the switching elements
SW2 and SW3 are also kept in the off state (period Tb1).
The period Tb1 is referred to as a dead time. However,
since the first coil 21 continues to make the current Iac2
flow in the same direction as the period Ta by the counter
electromotive force, as illustrated in FIG. 16(b), the cur-
rent Iac2 flows in a current path Rb1 reaching the input
terminal 41a through the diode D2, the output terminal
41d, the first coil 21 (see FIG. 3), the output terminal 41c,
and the diode D3 in this order from the input terminal 41b.
[0085] Then, after the dead time has elapsed, the first
controller 25 supplies the driving signals Sb and Sc to
turn on the switching elements SW2 and SW3. At this
time, since the first controller 25 does not supply the driv-
ing signals Sa and Sd, the switching elements SW1 and
SW4 are in the off state (period Tb2). In this state, as
illustrated in FIG. 16(c), the current Iac2 flows in a current
path Rb2 reaching the input terminal 41a through the
switching element SW2, the output terminal 41d, the first
coil 21 (see FIG. 3), the output terminal 41c, and the
switching element SW3 in this order from the input ter-
minal 41b. That is, the current Iac2 flows in the switching
elements SW2 and SW3 in a reverse direction.
[0086] Subsequently, in the period Tc, the first control-
ler 25 continues to supply the driving signals Sb and Sc,
and the switching elements SW2 and SW3 are kept in
the on state. In addition, the first controller 25 continues
to stop supplying the driving signals Sa and Sd, and the
switching elements SW1 and SW4 are kept in the off
state. However, the counter electromotive force of the
first coil 21 disappears, and the current Iac2 flows in the
first coil 21 in a direction opposite to the direction in the
periods Ta and Tb. That is, as illustrated in FIG. 17(a),
the current Iac2 flows in a current path Rc reaching the
input terminal 41b through the switching element SW3,
the output terminal 41c, the first coil 21 (see FIG. 3), the
output terminal 41d, and the switching element SW2 in
this order from the input terminal 41a. That is, the current
Iac2 flows in the switching elements SW2 and SW3 in a
forward direction.
[0087] Subsequently, in the period Td, the first control-
ler 25 first stops the supply of the driving signals Sb and
Sc to turn off the switching elements SW2 and SW3. At
this time, since the first controller 25 does not also supply
the driving signals Sa and Sd, the switching elements
SW1 and SW4 are also kept in the off state (period Td1).
The period Td1 is referred to as a dead time as in the
period Tb1. However, since the first coil 21 continues to
make the current Iac2 flow in the same direction as the
period Tc by the counter electromotive force, as illustrat-
ed in FIG. 17(b), the current Iac2 flows in a current path
Rd1 reaching the input terminal 41a through the diode
D4, the output terminal 41c, the first coil 21 (see FIG. 3),
the output terminal 41d, and the diode D1 in this order
from the input terminal 41b.
[0088] Then, after the dead time has elapsed, the first

controller 25 supplies the driving signals Sa and Sd to
keep the switching elements SW1 and SW4 in the on
state. At this time, since the first controller 25 does not
supply the driving signals Sb and Sc, the switching ele-
ments SW2 and SW3 are in the off state (period Td2). In
this state, as illustrated in FIG. 17(c), the current Iac2
flows in a current path Rd2 reaching the input terminal
41a through the switching element SW4, the output ter-
minal 41c, the first coil 21 (see FIG. 3), the output terminal
41d, and the switching element SW1 in this order from
the input terminal 41b. That is, the current Iac2 flows in
the switching elements SW1 and SW4 in a reverse di-
rection.
[0089] In the inverter circuit 41, the operations corre-
sponding to the above-described periods Ta to Td are
repeated in order.
[0090] As described above, in the period Tb1 and the
period Td1, the current Iac2 flows through the diode.
Therefore, in the period Tb1 and the period Td1, the pow-
er loss is increased by a forward voltage of the diode. In
the third discharge control, the electric charge accumu-
lated in the capacitor 42 is discharged by using the rela-
tionship. Specifically, the first controller 25 supplies the
driving signals Sa to Sd so that the dead time becomes
longer than under the normal control of the inverter circuit
41. That is, the first controller 25 supplies the driving sig-
nals Sa to Sd so that the periods Tb1 and Td1 become
longer than under the normal control of the inverter circuit
41. The length of the dead time in the third discharge
control is preset. In other words, the first controller 25
sets the time during which the switching element electri-
cally connected in parallel with the diode is kept in the
off state during a period in which the current Iac2 flows
in the same direction as the forward direction of the diode
under the third discharge control to be longer than the
time during which the switching element electrically con-
nected in parallel with the diode is kept in the off state
during a period in which the current Iac2 flows in the same
direction as the forward direction of the diode while the
power converter 26 operates.
[0091] In the period Tb, the first controller 25 stops the
supply of the driving signals Sa and Sd and starts a timer,
and if it is determined that the time corresponding to the
preset dead time has elapsed, the first controller 25 sup-
plies the driving signals Sb and Sc. Similarly, in the period
Td, the first controller 25 stops the supply of the driving
signals Sb and Sc and starts the timer, and if it is deter-
mined that the time corresponding to the preset dead
time has elapsed, the first controller 25 supplies the driv-
ing signals Sa and Sd.
[0092] In the wireless power transfer system 1 and the
power transmitter 2, even after the power converter 26
stops, the DC/AC converter 27 continues to be driven so
that the power supplied to the DC/AC converter 27 by
the capacitor 42 is equal to or lower than withstand power
of the DC/AC converter 27. Therefore, it is possible to
continue to consume power (electric charge) accumulat-
ed in the capacitor 42 without increasing the withstand
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power of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41). As
a result, the capacitor 42 can be discharged without in-
creasing the size of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter
circuit 41). As a result, since the withstand voltage of the
resistance element 44 and the switching element 45 of
the forced discharge circuit 43 can be decreased, the
resistance element 44 and the switching element 45 can
be downsized. Furthermore, the forced discharge circuit
43 can be omitted.
[0093] When the impedance when seeing the power
receiver 3 from the DC/AC converter 27 is capacitive (C
load), the switching of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter
circuit 41) can be the hard switching. Therefore, by mak-
ing the impedance when seeing the power receiver 3
from the DC/AC converter 27 inductive (L load), the
switching of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41)
can be the soft switching. Therefore, it is possible to con-
tinue to discharge electric charge accumulated in the ca-
pacitor 42 without increasing the withstand power of the
DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41). As a result, the
capacitor 42 can be discharged without increasing the
size of the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41).
[0094] In the first discharge control (step S12), the sec-
ond discharge control (steps S42 and S46), and the mod-
ified example of the second discharge control (steps S52
and S56), the frequency f of the DC/AC converter 27 is
changed so that the AC current Pac2 is constant. In this
case, the power constant control for keeping the AC pow-
er Pac2 constant can be continued. As a result, it is pos-
sible to discharge the capacitor 42 using the power con-
stant control even after the power converter 26 stops. In
addition, since the AC power Pac2 having a certain mag-
nitude is output from the DC/AC converter 27 by the pow-
er constant control, the capacitor 42 is discharged at a
constant rate. For this reason, it is possible to efficiently
discharge the capacitor 42.
[0095] In the second discharge control (step S46) and
the modified example of the second discharge control
(step S56), the frequency f of the DC/AC converter 27 is
changed so that the AC power Pac2 becomes lower than
the AC power Pac2 during the operation period of the
power converter 26. As the magnitude of the AC power
Pac2 converted by the DC/AC converter 27 is decreased,
the phase θi of the current Iac2 is delayed with respect
to the phase θv of the voltage Vac2. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to lengthen the time when the DC/AC converter 27
(inverter circuit 41) can be driven by the soft switching.
This makes it possible to discharge the capacitor 42 more
reliably.
[0096] In the inverter circuit 41, when the switching el-
ement electrically connected in parallel with the diode is
turned off during the period in which the current Iac2 flows
in the same direction as the forward direction of the diode,
power is consumed in the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter
circuit 41) as much as the forward voltage drop of the
diode. In third discharge control, by making the period
during which the switching element is kept in the off state
longer than the period during which the switching element

is kept in the off state while the power converter 26 op-
erates, it is possible to increase the power consumption
in the DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41) and to
efficiently discharge the capacitor 42.
[0097] Although the embodiment of the present disclo-
sure has been described above, the present invention is
not limited to the above embodiments. For example, the
wireless power transfer system 1 is applicable not only
to the electric vehicle EV but also to a movable object
such as a plug-in hybrid vehicle and an underwater sailing
body as well as a non-movable object.
[0098] In the above embodiments, although the capac-
itor 42 which is subjected to the discharge control is in-
cluded in the DC/AC converter 27, the arrangement of
the capacitor 42 is not limited thereto. The capacitor 42
just has to be provided at the input of the DC/AC converter
27, may be provided between the power converter 26
and the DC/AC converter 27, and may be included in the
power converter 26. That is, the capacitor 42 provided
at the input of the DC/AC converter 27 means a capacitor
provided between the rectifier circuit of the power con-
verter 26 and the inverter circuit 41. In addition, the forced
discharge circuit 43 may not be included in the DC/AC
converter 27.
[0099] In addition, the first controller 25 may perform
the discharge control so that the power supplied to the
DC/AC converter 27 (inverter circuit 41) by the capacitor
42 becomes lower than the withstand power of the in-
verter circuit 41, and the switching of the inverter circuit
41 may be the hard switching. Even in such a case, if the
power supplied by the capacitor 42 is equal to or lower
than the withstand power of the DC/AC converter 27 (in-
verter circuit 41), it is possible to discharge the capacitor
42 without increasing the size of the DC/AC converter 27
(inverter circuit 41).
[0100] In addition, the first discharge control and the
third discharge control may be executed in combination,
or the second discharge control or the modified example
thereof and the third discharge control may be executed
in combination.
[0101] Further, in the first discharge control, steps S12
and S13 may be omitted. Further, in the first discharge
control, steps S15 and S16 may be omitted.
[0102] Further, in the second discharge control, steps
S42 and S43 may be omitted. Further, in the modified
example of the second discharge control, steps S52 and
S53 may be omitted.
[0103] Further, when the DC/AC converter 27 does not
include the forced discharge circuit 43, steps S18, S50,
and S59 are omitted.
[0104] In addition, in the first discharge control, the sec-
ond discharge control, and the modified example of the
second discharge control, the frequency control which
changes the frequency f of the inverter circuit 41 is used,
but the discharge control is not limited thereto. For ex-
ample, the phase shift control may be used, and at least
one of the frequency control and the phase shift control
may be used. As illustrated in FIG. 18, the first controller
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25 can decrease the power of the AC power Pac2 by
increasing the phase shift amount of the DC/AC convert-
er 27 (inverter circuit 41). The phase shift amount is a
deviation amount between the driving time of the switch-
ing element SW1 and the driving time of the switching
element SW4 (or a deviation amount between the driving
time of the switching element SW2 and the driving time
of the switching element SW3).
[0105] For example, the first controller 25 adjusts the
supply time of the driving signals Sa to Sd to the switching
elements SW1 to SW4 included in the inverter circuit 41
to adjust the time to turn on each of the switching ele-
ments SW1 to SW4. When the driving time of the switch-
ing element SW1 and the driving time of the switching
element SW4 are the same as each other and the driving
time of the switching element SW2 and the driving time
of the switching element SW3 are the same as each oth-
er, the conducting period (on period) of the inverter circuit
41 becomes longest. As the driving time of the switching
element SW1 and the driving time of the switching ele-
ment SW4 deviate from each other (as the driving time
of the switching element SW2 and the driving time of the
switching element SW3 deviate from each other), the on
period of the inverter circuit 41 is getting shorter. As the
on period of the inverter circuit 41 becomes short, the
AC power Pac2 is decreased.
[0106] That is, in the first discharge control, the second
discharge control, and the modified example of the sec-
ond discharge control, the first controller 25 may change
the phase shift amount instead of changing the frequency
f. In this case, the first controller 25 performs the power
constant control by changing, for example, the phase
shift amount. That is, as the input voltage Vc is de-
creased, the first controller 25 decreases the phase shift
amount in order to bring the magnitude of the AC power
Pac2 close to the first power command value. Further,
the first controller 25 may change both of the frequency
f and the phase shift amount.
[0107] Further, in the above embodiments, although
the wireless power transfer system in the case in which
the power source PS is an AC power source has been
described, the power source PS may be a DC power
source. Although the type of the DC power source is not
particularly limited, the DC power source may be a pho-
tovoltaic power generation device, a power storage de-
vice, and the like, for example. In this case, the power
converter 26 can be the DC/DC converter that converts
the DC power from the DC power source into the desired
DC power. Further, when the DC power source can sup-
ply the desired DC power, the power converter 26 may
be a circuit breaker (a switch, a relay, and the like) which
controls whether the power from the DC power source
flows in the DC/AC converter 27. In the present specifi-
cation, the "power converter that converts power sup-
plied from the power source into DC power" also includes
the circuit breaker as described above.

Reference Signs List

[0108]

1 wireless power transfer system
2 power transmitter
3 power receiver
4 first coil device
5 second coil device
21 first coil
22 first converter
23 first detector
24 first communication device
25 first controller
26 power converter
27 DC/AC converter
31 second coil
32 second converter
33 second detector
34 second communication device
35 second controller
41 inverter circuit
41a input terminal
41b input terminal
41c output terminal
41d output terminal
42 capacitor
43 forced discharge circuit
44 resistance element
45 switching element
D1 to D4 diode
EV electric vehicle
Idc current
lout load current
L load
Pdc DC power
Pout load power
PS power source
R road surface
Sa driving signal
Sb driving signal
Sc driving signal
Sd driving signal
SW1 to SW4 switching element
Vc input voltage
Vdc voltage
Vout load voltage

Claims

1. A power transmitter for wirelessly supplying power
to a power receiver, comprising:

a power converter configured to convert power
supplied from a power source into DC power;
a DC/AC converter configured to convert the DC
power into AC power;
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a capacitor configured to be provided at an input
of the DC/AC converter; and
a controller configured to perform a discharge
control of the capacitor after the power converter
stops,
wherein the controller performs the discharge
control by changing at least one of a driving fre-
quency and a phase shift amount of the DC/AC
converter so that power supplied to the DC/AC
converter by the capacitor is equal to or lower
than withstand power of the DC/AC converter.

2. The power transmitter according to claim 1, wherein
in the discharge control, the controller changes at
least one of the driving frequency and the phase shift
amount of the DC/AC converter so that impedance
when seeing the power receiver from the DC/AC
converter becomes inductive.

3. The power transmitter according to claim 2, wherein
in the discharge control, the controller changes at
least one of the driving frequency and the phase shift
amount of the DC/AC converter so that the AC power
is constant.

4. The power transmitter according to claim 2, wherein
in the discharge control, the controller changes at
least one of the driving frequency and the phase shift
amount of the DC/AC converter so that the AC power
is lower than AC power converted by the DC/AC con-
verter while the power converter operates.

5. The power transmitter according to claim 2, wherein
the DC/AC converter includes a switching element
and a diode electrically connected in parallel with the
switching element, and
in the discharge control, the controller sets a period
during which a current flows in the same direction
as a forward direction of the diode and the switching
element is kept in an off state to be longer than a
period during which a current flows in the same di-
rection as a forward direction of the diode and the
switching element is kept in an off state while the
power converter operates.

6. The power transmitter according to claim 3, wherein
the DC/AC converter includes a switching element
and a diode electrically connected in parallel with the
switching element, and
in the discharge control, the controller sets a period
during which a current flows in the same direction
as a forward direction of the diode and the switching
element is kept in an off state to be longer than a
period during which a current flows in the same di-
rection as a forward direction of the diode and the
switching element is kept in an off state while the
power converter operates.

7. The power transmitter according to claim 4, wherein
the DC/AC converter includes a switching element
and a diode electrically connected in parallel with the
switching element, and
in the discharge control, the controller sets a period
during which a current flows in the same direction
as a forward direction of the diode and the switching
element is kept in an off state to be longer than a
period during which a current flows in the same di-
rection as a forward direction of the diode and the
switching element is kept in an off state while the
power converter operates.
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