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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING DEVICE AND METHOD

(57) [Object] To perform more stable and highly ac-
curate attitude estimation.

[Solution] The attitude optimization unit optimizes
the articulation position, the angle, the number of articu-
lations, and the like which are attitude parameters of a
human body model (tree structure) by a plurality of opti-
mization techniques so as to match a region in which a
human body can exist, and switches among a plurality

of optimization techniques and uses an optimum tech-
nique. Note that optimization techniques include 1. initial
value, 2. algorithm, and 3. restriction, and optimization
is performed by switching among these three. For exam-
ple, it is possible to apply the present disclosure to an
image processing device that performs image process-
ing of optimizing the articulation position and angle of a
human body model.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an image
processing device and a method, and more particularly
relates to an image processing device and a method that
can perform more stable and highly accurate attitude es-
timation.

Background Art

[0002] There is an attitude estimation technology (for
example, see Non-Patent Literature 1) of, with respect
to an input image from a camera or the like, applying a
human body model by energy optimization to a silhouette
region of a moving subject portion by a background sub-
traction algorithm or the like to estimate an attitude.
[0003] In addition, there is also a technology (for ex-
ample, see Non-Patent Literature 2) of using a technique
called Visual Hull of projecting silhouettes of a plurality
of moving subject portions three-dimensionally and esti-
mating three-dimensional shapes representing the hu-
man body portions, and then performing optimization of
human body models.

Citation List

Non-Patent Literature

[0004] Non-Patent Literature 1: <Articulated Body Mo-
tion Capture by Stochastic Search (International Journal
of Computer Vision,2005), JONATHAN DEUTSCHER
AND LAN REID, Department of Engineering Science,
University of Oxford, Oxford, OX13PJ, United Kingdom,
Received August 19,2003.>
[0005] Non-Patent Literature 2: <Markerless Motion
Capture System to Study Musculockeletal Biomechan-
ics, Visual Hull and Simulated Annealing Approach, S.
Corazza, L. Mundermann, A. M. Chaudhari, T. Demattio,
C. Cobelli, T. P. Andriacchi, Annals of Biomedical Engi-
neering - ANN BIOMED ENG, vol. 34, no. 6, pp.
1019-1029, 2006>

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] These technologies both result in an energy
function optimization problem, but it is generally difficult
for the optimization problem to ensure a global optimal
solution, and there is a fear to fall into a local optimal
solution. If a high-quality initial value is utilized, a global
optimal solution can be obtained stably, but it is generally
difficult to obtain such an initial value.
[0007] Therefore, it has been difficult up to now to con-
tinue estimating a correct attitude stably.
[0008] The present disclosure was made in view of

such circumstances, and can perform more stable and
highly accurate attitude estimation.

Solution to Problem

[0009] According to an aspect of the present technol-
ogy, an image processing device includes: a first attitude
optimization unit configured to, with respect to a human
body region extracted from an input image, optimize an
attitude parameter of a human body model by using a
first optimization technique; a second attitude optimiza-
tion unit configured to, with respect to the human body
region, optimize the attitude parameter of the human
body model by using a second optimization technique
different from the first optimization technique; and a se-
lection unit configured to select one of a first optimization
result obtained by the first optimization technique and a
second optimization result obtained by the second opti-
mization technique.
[0010] The image processing device may further in-
clude an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image. The selection unit may select
one of the first optimization result and the second opti-
mization result in accordance with an object detection
result obtained by the object detection unit.
[0011] The image processing device may further in-
clude a degree-of-reliability evaluation unit configured to
evaluate a degree of reliability of the first optimization
result and a degree of reliability of the second optimiza-
tion result. The selection unit may select one of the first
optimization result and the second optimization result in
accordance with a degree-of-reliability evaluation result
obtained by the degree-of-reliability evaluation unit.
[0012] In a case where the degrees of reliability of both
of the optimization results are lower than a threshold val-
ue, the selection unit may select an attitude parameter
in an initial state.
[0013] In a case where the degrees of reliability of both
of the optimization results are lower than a threshold val-
ue, the selection unit may suspend processing using the
first optimization technique and the second optimization
technique, and prompt a user to perform calibration.
[0014] The first optimization technique and the second
optimization technique relate to at least one of an algo-
rithm, an initial value, and a restriction condition.
[0015] One of the first optimization technique and the
second optimization technique is a technique based on
an extremum seeking algorithm.
[0016] One of the first optimization technique and the
second optimization technique is a technique based on
a specific attitude or a specific action.
[0017] The image processing device further includes
an object detection unit configured to detect an object
from the input image. One of the first optimization tech-
nique and the second optimization technique performs
optimization using an optimization result in a previous
frame as an initial value, and the other of the first optimi-
zation technique and the second optimization technique
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performs optimization using an initial value determined
on a basis of an object detection result obtained by the
object detection unit.
[0018] The image processing device further includes
an object detection unit configured to detect an object
from the input image. One of the first optimization tech-
nique and the second optimization technique performs
optimization using a restriction determined on a basis of
an object detection result obtained by the object detection
unit.
[0019] The attitude parameter of the human body mod-
el includes an articulation position, an angle, and a
number of articulations.
[0020] According to an aspect of the present technol-
ogy, an image processing image method includes, by a
processing device: optimizing an attitude parameter of a
human body model by using a first optimization tech-
nique, with respect to a human body region extracted
from an input image; optimizing the attitude parameter
of the human body model by using a second optimization
technique different from the first optimization technique,
with respect to the human body region; and selecting one
of a first optimization result obtained by the first optimi-
zation technique and a second optimization result ob-
tained by the second optimization technique.
[0021] According to an aspect of the present technol-
ogy: an attitude parameter of a human body model is
optimized by using a first optimization technique, with
respect to a human body region extracted from an input
image; the attitude parameter of the human body model
is optimized by using a second optimization technique
different from the first optimization technique, with re-
spect to the human body region; and one of a first opti-
mization result obtained by the first optimization tech-
nique and a second optimization result obtained by the
second optimization technique is selected.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0022] According to the present technology, it is pos-
sible to perform more stable and highly accurate attitude
estimation.
[0023] Note that the effects described in the present
specification are merely illustrative, and the effects of the
present technology are not limited to the effects de-
scribed in the present specification, but there may be
additional effects.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0024]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a config-
uration example of an image processing device to
which the present technology has been applied.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a diagram describing a comparison
between human body region information and a hu-
man body model.

[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a config-
uration example of an attitude optimization unit of
FIG. 1.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing image
processing of the image processing device.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a flowchart describing human body
attitude optimization processing in step S15 of FIG.
4.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a config-
uration example of a personal computer.

Mode(s) for Carrying Out the Invention

[0025] A mode (hereinafter referred to as an embodi-
ment) for carrying out the present disclosure will be de-
scribed below.

<Configuration example of image processing device>

[0026] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a configuration ex-
ample of an image processing device to which the
present technology has been applied. The example of
FIG. 1 is an image processing device that performs image
processing of extracting a region that looks like a human
body from an input image from a camera or the like, and
optimizing the articulation position and angle of a human
body model so as to match the extracted region that looks
like a human body.
[0027] In the example of FIG. 1, an image processing
device 1 includes a human body region extraction unit
11, an object detection unit 12, and an attitude optimiza-
tion unit 13. Note that an image is input from the outside
not shown to the human body region extraction unit 11
and the object detection unit 12 as an input image.
[0028] The human body region extraction unit 11 ex-
tracts a spatial region in which a human body which is a
target of authentication can exist from the input image.
For example, a region that looks like a human body is
extracted from the input image using the background
subtraction algorithm, and human body region informa-
tion is generated and output to the attitude optimization
unit 13.
[0029] The object detection unit 12 performs detection
and position specification on the input image only for a
specific object or use environment. For example, the ob-
ject detection unit 12 detects any one or more of an in-
dividual part of a human body (for example, face detec-
tion, hand detection, or the like), a marker (for example,
a mark for position tracking put on the body, or the like),
and a specific object (for example, a game controller or
a racket, bat, or the like used in sport), and outputs the
position.
[0030] Note that, in a case where detection has failed,
the attitude optimization unit 13 is notified of the failure.
In addition, not only an image but also sensing informa-
tion (an infrared sensor, laser positioning, or the like) may
be used.
[0031] The attitude optimization unit 13 switches
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among a plurality of optimization techniques and uses
an optimum technique in accordance with an object de-
tection result. In addition, the attitude optimization unit
13 optimizes the articulation position, the angle, the
number of articulations, and the like which are attitude
parameters of a human body model (tree structure) by a
plurality of optimization techniques so as to match a re-
gion in which a human body can exist, and switches
among a plurality of optimization techniques and uses
an optimum technique. For example, in the attitude op-
timization unit 13, optimization is performed such that the
silhouette of the human body model conforms to the hu-
man body region information obtained from an input im-
age, as shown in FIG. 2.
[0032] In the example of FIG. 2, the human body region
information obtained from the input image is shown on
the left side, and the silhouette of the human body model
is shown on the right side.
[0033] On that occasion, using the degree of conform-
ity (for example, the sum of absolute difference values)
as energy, attitude parameters (the articulation position,
the angle, and the number of articulations), and the like
are optimized such that the energy is minimized. Note
that optimization techniques include 1. initial value, 2.
algorithm, and 3. restriction, and optimization is per-
formed by switching among these three.
[0034] In addition, the attitude optimization unit 13
causes the object detection unit 12 to only perform a nec-
essary operation using a detection control instruction in
accordance with the optimization result.
[0035] Note that, in the example of FIG. 1, since the
object detection unit 12 generally has a large throughput,
it is configured to cause the object detection unit 12 to
only perform a necessary operation using the detection
control instruction, whilst the object detection unit 12 may
be caused to operate constantly at all times without is-
suing the detection control instruction. In addition, pres-
ence and absence of the object detection unit 12 may be
switched upon receiving a control instruction from the
outside, or may be caused to operate at all times.
[0036] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a detailed
configuration example of the attitude optimization unit 13.
[0037] The example of FIG. 3 includes a restriction
generation unit 51, an attitude adjustment unit 52, an
attitude information storage unit 53, energy optimization
units 54-1 and 54-2, an attitude evaluation unit 55, an
attitude optimization control unit 56, and a selection unit
57.
[0038] Human body region information from the human
body region extraction unit 11 is input to the energy op-
timization units 54-1 and 54-2. Object position informa-
tion and a detection success/failure notification which are
object detection results from the object detection unit 12
are input to the restriction generation unit 51, the attitude
adjustment unit 52, and the attitude optimization control
unit 56.
[0039] The restriction generation unit 51 generates an
"optimization restriction" for imposing a restriction condi-

tion on optimization in accordance with the object detec-
tion results from the object detection unit 12. For exam-
ple, in a case where the face position can be specified
by face detection in the object detection unit 12, the re-
striction generation unit 51 generates an optimization re-
striction (condition) that limits a variable space that atti-
tude parameters may take to a "partial space in which
the face position conforms to a detection result", and out-
puts the generated optimization restriction to the energy
optimization units 54-1 and 54-2.
[0040] The attitude adjustment unit 52 adjusts attitude
information (attitude parameters) to be used as an input
initial value of optimization in accordance with the object
detection result or the attitude evaluation result obtained
at a previous time. For example, as an example of the
object detection result, in a case where the face position
has been identified by face detection, the attitude param-
eters are adjusted so as to conform to the position of the
detection result.
[0041] In addition, as an example of the attitude eval-
uation result obtained at a previous time, in a case where
reliability of the optimization result has decreased, an
attitude to be used as an input for next optimization is set
again at a specific posture (for example, an upright atti-
tude with open arms).
[0042] In the example of FIG. 3, attitude information to
be an output is used as an input initial value of optimiza-
tion at a next time for temporal motion continuity and
ease of optimization processing, whilst in a case where
an incorrect attitude is obtained as a result of optimiza-
tion, the influence could continue to the next time and
later. Thus, by setting (adjusting) again at a specific pos-
ture, it is possible to reset temporal continuity.
[0043] As another remedy in a case where reliability
has decreased as a result of optimization, it is also pos-
sible to achieve a system configuration that prompts a
user for human body calibration through use of a pre-
scribed attitude using a display unit, a speaker, or the
like, neither shown, for example, to bring a return such
that correct attitude estimation can be performed again.
[0044] The attitude information storage unit 53 stores
attitude information of the optimization result obtained at
a previous time, and supplies the attitude information to
the attitude adjustment unit 52.
[0045] The energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2
each perform optimization of a parameter for determining
an attitude by inputting human body region information
and attitude information for giving an initial value of op-
timization, and output resultant optimized attitude infor-
mation and a degree of reliability to the attitude optimi-
zation control unit 56 and the selection unit 57.
[0046] Here, the degree of reliability is a value for eval-
uating how well the attitude applies as a result of optimi-
zation, and the degree of reliability shall refer to the final
degree of energy of optimization to be minimized, for ex-
ample.
[0047] The energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2 are
different from each other in optimization method and
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property. For example, the energy optimization unit 54-1
has a configuration according to an extremum seeking
algorithm such as the gradient method, for example, and
the energy optimization unit 54-2 has a configuration ac-
cording to another algorithm such as a discrete search
of a solution space (a full search for a determination pat-
tern, that is, inputting approximately 1000 attitude pat-
terns that human beings are likely to take with the face
position being fixed without taking a function value, and
subjecting them to a full search). In addition, alternatively,
the energy optimization unit 54-1 has a configuration ca-
pable of performing general-purpose attitude optimiza-
tion, and the energy optimization unit 54-2 has a config-
uration capable of performing optimization specially de-
signed for a specific attitude (for example, a golf swing
or baseball form). The configuration of the energy opti-
mization unit 54-2 is suitable when the configuration of
the energy optimization unit 54-1 (gradient method) or
the like brings about a local minimum, or the like.
[0048] That is, assuming that the energy optimization
unit 54-1 uses an algorithm of the gradient method, an-
other algorithm that the energy optimization unit 54-2 us-
es in contrast includes a probabilistic optimization algo-
rithm, and the probabilistic optimization algorithm in-
cludes a genetic algorithm, simulated annealing, and oth-
ers. The others include, as approaches through use of
knowledge, an algorithm using an attitude information
database and an algorithm considering a representative
attitude, and as full-search approaches, an algorithm that
subjects a parameter space to a full search sparsely and
an algorithm that performs a quasi-full search sequen-
tially for each part of the head, body trunk, hand, and the
like.
[0049] In addition, as a variation, the energy optimiza-
tion units 54-1 and 54-2 receive the optimization restric-
tion from the restriction generation unit 51 as an input.
For example, the energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2
impose a restriction on attitude parameters using object
position information obtained by object detection, and
perform optimization. For example, in a case where the
position of a person can be specified by human detection,
optimization is performed limiting a variable space that
the attitude parameters may take to a partial space in
which the position of the person conforms to a detection
result.
[0050] The attitude evaluation unit 55 evaluates wheth-
er the optimization results obtained by the energy opti-
mization units 54-1 and 54-2 are reliable, and outputs an
evaluation result to the attitude adjustment unit 52, the
attitude optimization control unit 56, and the selection
unit 57. Briefly, the attitude evaluation unit 55 compares
the degrees of reliability output from the energy optimi-
zation units 54-1 and 54-2 with a fixed threshold value
to determine whether or not the optimization results are
reliable.
[0051] Other evaluation methods further include a
method of comparing the optimization results obtained
by the energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2 and out-

putting the results in combination, a method in which the
attitude evaluation unit 55 internally holds degrees of re-
liability obtained in the past, and in a case where a new
degree of reliability varies significantly from the past de-
grees, it is determined that optimization is incorrect, and
a method in which, if optimized attitude information is
unnatural for a human body attitude or a change in move-
ment, it is determined that optimization is incorrect. Note
that only one of these methods may be employed, or
these methods may be employed in combination.
[0052] The attitude optimization control unit 56 has a
function of receiving an object detection result and
switching either energy optimization (for example, opti-
mization of the gradient method), and outputs a switching
instruction to the selection unit 57. In addition, the attitude
optimization control unit 56 outputs, as a variation, a de-
tection control instruction that controls whether or not to
cause object detection processing to operate at a next
time (frame) to the object detection unit 12.
[0053] In addition, the attitude optimization control unit
56 may receive the evaluation result from the attitude
evaluation unit 55 to switch the detection control instruc-
tion. Specifically, the attitude optimization control unit 56
exerts such control of, when the optimization result is
sufficiently reliable, not performing object detection, and
only when reliability has decreased, performing object
detection.
[0054] The selection unit 57 selects between two op-
timization results having different properties in accord-
ance with the switching instruction from the attitude op-
timization control unit 56. In addition, the selection unit
57 may receive the output of the attitude evaluation unit
55 at the same time, and may make a selection. For ex-
ample, in the configuration in which the energy optimiza-
tion unit 54-1 performs general-purpose attitude optimi-
zation, and the energy optimization unit 54-2 performs
optimization specially designed for a specific attitude, it
is also possible to employ one of the optimization results
indicated by the switching instruction when the optimiza-
tion result has higher reliability as the evaluation result
of the attitude evaluation unit 55, and in other cases, to
employ the result of the energy optimization unit 54-1.
Note that the selection unit 57 may store attitude param-
eters in a previous frame, and in a case where either of
the evaluation results is lower than a certain threshold
value, may select the attitude parameters in the previous
frame, or as described above, may prompt a user for
human body calibration through use of a prescribed at-
titude to bring a return such that correct attitude estima-
tion can be performed again.
[0055] The selection unit 57 outputs attitude informa-
tion of the selected optimization result to a later stage
not shown.
[0056] Note that, in the example of FIG. 3, the restric-
tion generation unit 51, the attitude adjustment unit 52,
and the attitude evaluation unit 55 shown by dotted lines
represent that a configuration in which each of them does
not exist (is not used) can be taken as a variation. In
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addition, the example of FIG. 3 shows an example in
which there are two types of algorithms for the energy
optimization units 54-1 and 54-2, whilst there may be
three or four types, that is, more algorithms as long as
there are a plurality of algorithms.

<Example of processing of image processing device>

[0057] Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 4,
image processing of the image processing device 1 will
be described.
[0058] In step S11, an input image is input to the human
body region extraction unit 11 and the object detection
unit 12 from the outside not shown.
[0059] In step S12, the human body region extraction
unit 11 extracts a region that looks like a human body
from the input image input in step S11, and generates
human body region information. The human body region
extraction unit 11 outputs the generated human body re-
gion information to the attitude optimization unit 13.
[0060] In processing in a previous frame, a detection
control instruction that controls whether or not to cause
object detection processing to operate has been input
from the attitude optimization unit 13. In accordance with
that, in step S13, the object detection unit 12 determines
whether or not to perform object detection, and in a case
where it is determined that object detection is to be per-
formed, the process proceeds into processing in step
S14.
[0061] In step S14, the object detection unit 12 detects
an object from the input image input in step S11. The
object detection unit 12 outputs the detected object po-
sition information and, according to necessity, a detection
success/failure notification to the attitude optimization
unit 13.
[0062] In step S13, in a case where it is determined
that object detection is not to be performed, step S14 is
skipped.
[0063] In step S15, the attitude optimization unit 13 op-
timizes an attitude of a human body model. Details of this
human body attitude optimization processing will be de-
scribed later with reference to FIG. 5, but in step S15,
using the degree of conformity between the human body
region information obtained from the input image and the
silhouette of the human body model as energy, attitude
parameters (the articulation position, the angle, and the
number of articulations) or the like are optimized by a
plurality of methods such that the energy is minimized,
and a selection is made from among a plurality of opti-
mization results in accordance with the object detection
result or the degree-of-reliability evaluation result of the
optimization result. Then, attitude information optimized
by a plurality of methods and selected is output by the
attitude optimization unit 13 to a later stage not shown,
and image processing is terminated.
[0064] Next, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 5,
the human body attitude optimization processing in step
S15 of FIG. 4 will be described. The human body region

information from the human body region extraction unit
11 is input to the energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2.
The object position information and the detection suc-
cess/failure notification which are the object detection
results from the object detection unit 12 are input to the
restriction generation unit 51, the attitude adjustment unit
52, and the attitude optimization control unit 56.
[0065] In step S51, the attitude optimization control unit
56 determines whether or not an object has been detect-
ed in accordance with the object detection results (object
position information and detection success/failure notifi-
cation) from the object detection unit 12. In step S51, in
a case where it is determined that an object (for example,
face) has been detected, the process proceeds into step
S52.
[0066] The attitude optimization control unit 56 issues,
to the selection unit 57, the switching instruction of switch-
ing to the optimization result obtained by the gradient
method of the energy optimization unit 54-1, for example.
In response to this, in step S52, the selection unit 57
selects the optimization result obtained by the gradient
method of the energy optimization unit 54-1, and outputs
attitude information of the selected optimization result to
a later stage.
[0067] In step S51, in a case where it is determined
that an object (for example, face) has not been detected,
the process proceeds into step S53.
[0068] In step S53, the restriction generation unit 51
generates an optimization restriction for imposing a re-
striction condition on optimization in accordance with the
object detection results from the object detection unit 12.
The restriction generation unit 51 outputs the generated
optimization restriction to the energy optimization units
54-1 and 54-2.
[0069] In step S54, the attitude adjustment unit 52 ad-
justs the attitude information (attitude parameters) at a
previous time from the attitude information storage unit
53, in accordance with the object detection results and
the attitude evaluation result at the previous time. The
attitude adjustment unit 52 outputs the attitude informa-
tion representing adjusted attitude parameters to the en-
ergy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2.
[0070] In step S55, the energy optimization unit 54-1
inputs the human body region information and the atti-
tude information for giving an initial value of optimization,
and performs optimization of parameters that determine
an attitude by the gradient method, for example. The en-
ergy optimization unit 54-1 outputs the resultant opti-
mized attitude information and degree of reliability to the
attitude optimization control unit 56 and the selection unit
57.
[0071] In step S56, the energy optimization unit 54-2
inputs the human body region information and the atti-
tude information for giving an initial value of optimization,
and performs optimization of parameters that determine
an attitude by a method other than the gradient method,
for example, a probabilistic optimization algorithm. The
energy optimization unit 54-2 outputs the resultant opti-
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mized attitude information and degree of reliability to the
attitude optimization control unit 56 and the selection unit
57.
[0072] In step S57, the attitude evaluation unit 55 eval-
uates whether the optimization results obtained by the
energy optimization units 54-1 and 54-2 are reliable, and
outputs the evaluation result to the attitude adjustment
unit 52, the attitude optimization control unit 56, and the
selection unit 57.
[0073] In step S58, the selection unit 57 selects one of
the optimization results whose degree of reliability is
higher on the basis of the evaluation result from the atti-
tude evaluation unit 55. Then, the selection unit 57 out-
puts attitude information of the selected optimization re-
sult to a later stage.
[0074] After step S52 or step S58, the process pro-
ceeds into step S59. In step S59, the attitude optimization
control unit 56 outputs, to the object detection unit 12,
the detection control instruction that controls whether or
not to cause object detection processing to operate at a
next time (frame) on the basis of the evaluation result
from the attitude evaluation unit 55.
[0075] In the above manner, optimization of a human
body attitude is performed by a plurality of optimization
methods, and a selection is made in accordance with the
object detection result or the degree-of-reliability evalu-
ation result of the optimization result.
[0076] Note that, in FIG. 5, steps S55 and S56 are op-
erations performed in parallel. In addition, the example
of FIG. 5 describes an example in which, in a case where
an object is not detected in step S51, a plurality of the
optimization results are evaluated and a selection is
made, whilst in a case where an object is not detected
in step S51, the selection result of the other optimization
method different from the optimization method selected
in step S52 may be selected.
[0077] In the above manner, in the present technology,
since an optimum technique is selected from among a
plurality of optimization techniques (at least one of opti-
mization algorithm, initial value setting, and restriction)
in accordance with the degree of reliability of attitude es-
timation, it is possible to perform more stable and highly
accurate attitude estimation.
[0078] In addition, in a case where reliability of attitude
estimation has decreased significantly, it is possible to
bring a return to a normal state by processing such as
performing calibration or alternatively requesting a user
to perform calibration.
[0079] From the foregoing, according to the present
technology, it is possible to perform more stable and high-
ly accurate attitude estimation.

<Personal computer>

[0080] A series of processes described above can be
executed by hardware or by software. In a case in which
a series of processing is executed by software, a program
constituting the software is installed in a computer. Here,

examples of the computer include a computer incorpo-
rated into dedicated hardware and a general-purpose
personal computer which is capable of executing various
kinds of functions in accordance with various kinds of
installed programs.
[0081] FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration example of hardware of a personal computer that
executes a series of processes described above in ac-
cordance with a program.
[0082] In a personal computer 500, a central process-
ing unit (CPU) 501, a read only memory (ROM) 502, and
a random access memory (RAM) 503 are connected to
one another via a bus 504.
[0083] An input/output interface 505 is further connect-
ed to the bus 504. An input unit 506, an output unit 507,
a storage unit 508, a communication unit 509, and a drive
510 are connected to the input/output interface 505.
[0084] The input unit 506 includes a keyboard, a
mouse, a microphone, or the like. The output unit 507
includes a display, a speaker, or the like. The storage
unit 508 includes a hard disk, a nonvolatile memory, or
the like. The communication unit 509 includes a network
interface or the like. The drive 510 drives a removable
medium 511 such as a magnetic disk, an optical disk, a
magneto optical disk, or a semiconductor memory.
[0085] In the personal computer 500 configured as de-
scribed above, for example, the CPU 501 loads a pro-
gram stored in the storage unit 508 onto the RAM 503
via the input/output interface 505 and the bus 504 and
executes the program. Accordingly, a series of processes
described above is performed.
[0086] The program executed by the computer (CPU
501) can be recorded in the removable medium 511 and
provided. For example, the removable medium 511 is a
package medium including a magnetic disk (including a
flexible disk), an optical disk (a compact disc-read only
memory (CD-ROM), a digital versatile disc (DVD), or the
like), a magneto optical disk, a semiconductor memory,
or the like. Further, alternatively, the program may be
provided via a wired or wireless transmission medium
such as a local area network, the Internet, or digital sat-
ellite broadcasting.
[0087] In the computer, the removable medium 511
may be loaded into the drive 510, and the program may
be installed in the storage unit 508 via the input/output
interface 505. Further, the program may be received by
the communication unit 509 via a wired or wireless trans-
mission medium and installed in the storage unit 508.
Furthermore, the program may be installed in the ROM
502 or the storage unit 508 in advance.
[0088] Note that the program executed by the compu-
ter may be a program in which processes are carried out
in a time series in the order described in this specification
or may be a program in which processes are carried out
in parallel or at necessary timings, such as when the proc-
esses are called.
[0089] Further, in this specification, steps in which the
program to be recorded in the recording medium is written
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do not necessarily have to be performed in time series
in line with the order of the steps, and instead may include
processing that is performed in parallel or individually.
[0090] Further, in this specification, "system" refers to
a whole device including a plurality of devices.
[0091] Not that an embodiment of the disclosure is not
limited to the embodiments described above, and various
changes and modifications may be made without depart-
ing from the scope of the disclosure.
[0092] For example, the present disclosure can adopt
a configuration of cloud computing which processes by
allocating and connecting one function by a plurality of
apparatuses through a network.
[0093] Further, an element described as a single de-
vice (or a processing unit) above may be divided and
configured as a plurality of devices (or processing units).
On the contrary, elements described as a plurality of de-
vices (or processing units) above may be configured col-
lectively as a single device (or a processing unit). Further,
an element other than those described above may be
added to each device (or a processing unit). Furthermore,
a part of an element of a given device (or a processing
unit) may be included in an element of another device
(or another processing unit) as long as the configuration
or operation of the system as a whole is substantially the
same. In other words, an embodiment of the disclosure
is not limited to the embodiments described above, and
various changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the scope of the disclosure.
[0094] The preferred embodiment(s) of the present
disclosure has/have been described above with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, whilst the present
disclosure is not limited to the above examples. A person
skilled in the art may find various alterations and modifi-
cations within the scope of the appended claims, and it
should be understood that they will naturally come under
the technical scope of the present disclosure.
[0095] Additionally, the present technology may also
be configured as below.

(1) An image processing device including:

a first attitude optimization unit configured to,
with respect to a human body region extracted
from an input image, optimize an attitude param-
eter of a human body model by using a first op-
timization technique;
a second attitude optimization unit configured
to, with respect to the human body region, opti-
mize the attitude parameter of the human body
model by using a second optimization technique
different from the first optimization technique;
and
a selection unit configured to select one of a first
optimization result obtained by the first optimi-
zation technique and a second optimization re-
sult obtained by the second optimization tech-
nique.

(2) The image processing device according to (1),
further including:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, in which
the selection unit selects one of the first optimi-
zation result and the second optimization result
in accordance with an object detection result ob-
tained by the object detection unit.

(3) The image processing device according to (1),
further including:

a degree-of-reliability evaluation unit configured
to evaluate a degree of reliability of the first op-
timization result and a degree of reliability of the
second optimization result, in which
the selection unit selects one of the first optimi-
zation result and the second optimization result
in accordance with a degree-of-reliability evalu-
ation result obtained by the degree-of-reliability
evaluation unit.

(4) The image processing device according to (3), in
which
in a case where the degrees of reliability of both of
the optimization results are lower than a threshold
value, the selection unit selects an attitude parame-
ter in an initial state.
(5) The image processing device according to (3), in
which
in a case where the degrees of reliability of both of
the optimization results are lower than a threshold
value, the selection unit suspends processing using
the first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique, and prompts a user to perform
calibration.
(6) The image processing device according to any
of (1) to (5), in which
the first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique relate to at least one of an al-
gorithm, an initial value, and a restriction condition.
(7) The image processing device according to any
of (1) to (6), in which
one of the first optimization technique and the sec-
ond optimization technique is a technique based on
an extremum seeking algorithm.
(8) The image processing device according to any
of (1) to (7), in which
one of the first optimization technique and the sec-
ond optimization technique is a technique based on
a specific attitude or a specific action.
(9) The image processing device according to (1),
further including:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, in which
one of the first optimization technique and the
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second optimization technique performs optimi-
zation using an optimization result in a previous
frame as an initial value, and the other of the
first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique performs optimization us-
ing an initial value determined on a basis of an
object detection result obtained by the object de-
tection unit.

(10) The image processing device according to (1),
further including:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, in which
one of the first optimization technique and the
second optimization technique performs optimi-
zation using a restriction determined on a basis
of an object detection result obtained by the ob-
ject detection unit.

(11) The image processing device according to any
of (1) to (11), in which
the attitude parameter of the human body model in-
cludes an articulation position, an angle, and a
number of articulations.
(12) An image processing image method including,
by a processing device:

optimizing an attitude parameter of a human
body model by using a first optimization tech-
nique, with respect to a human body region ex-
tracted from an input image;
optimizing the attitude parameter of the human
body model by using a second optimization tech-
nique different from the first optimization tech-
nique, with respect to the human body region;
and
selecting one of a first optimization result ob-
tained by the first optimization technique and a
second optimization result obtained by the sec-
ond optimization technique.

Reference Signs List

[0096]

1 image processing device
11 human body region extraction unit
12 object detection unit
13 attitude optimization unit
51 restriction generation unit
52 attitude adjustment unit
53 attitude information storage unit
54-1, 54-2 energy optimization unit
55 attitude evaluation unit
56 attitude optimization control unit
57 selection unit

Claims

1. An image processing device comprising:

a first attitude optimization unit configured to,
with respect to a human body region extracted
from an input image, optimize an attitude param-
eter of a human body model by using a first op-
timization technique;
a second attitude optimization unit configured
to, with respect to the human body region, opti-
mize the attitude parameter of the human body
model by using a second optimization technique
different from the first optimization technique;
and
a selection unit configured to select one of a first
optimization result obtained by the first optimi-
zation technique and a second optimization re-
sult obtained by the second optimization tech-
nique.

2. The image processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, wherein
the selection unit selects one of the first optimi-
zation result and the second optimization result
in accordance with an object detection result ob-
tained by the object detection unit.

3. The image processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a degree-of-reliability evaluation unit configured
to evaluate a degree of reliability of the first op-
timization result and a degree of reliability of the
second optimization result, wherein
the selection unit selects one of the first optimi-
zation result and the second optimization result
in accordance with a degree-of-reliability evalu-
ation result obtained by the degree-of-reliability
evaluation unit.

4. The image processing device according to claim 3,
wherein
in a case where the degrees of reliability of both of
the optimization results are lower than a threshold
value, the selection unit selects an attitude parame-
ter in an initial state.

5. The image processing device according to claim 3,
wherein
in a case where the degrees of reliability of both of
the optimization results are lower than a threshold
value, the selection unit suspends processing using
the first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique, and prompts a user to perform
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calibration.

6. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein
the first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique relate to at least one of an al-
gorithm, an initial value, and a restriction condition.

7. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein
one of the first optimization technique and the sec-
ond optimization technique is a technique based on
an extremum seeking algorithm.

8. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein
one of the first optimization technique and the sec-
ond optimization technique is a technique based on
a specific attitude or a specific action.

9. The image processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, wherein
one of the first optimization technique and the
second optimization technique performs optimi-
zation using an optimization result in a previous
frame as an initial value, and the other of the
first optimization technique and the second op-
timization technique performs optimization us-
ing an initial value determined on a basis of an
object detection result obtained by the object de-
tection unit.

10. The image processing device according to claim 1,
further comprising:

an object detection unit configured to detect an
object from the input image, wherein
one of the first optimization technique and the
second optimization technique performs optimi-
zation using a restriction determined on a basis
of an object detection result obtained by the ob-
ject detection unit.

11. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein
the attitude parameter of the human body model in-
cludes an articulation position, an angle, and a
number of articulations.

12. An image processing image method comprising, by
a processing device:

optimizing an attitude parameter of a human
body model by using a first optimization tech-
nique, with respect to a human body region ex-

tracted from an input image;
optimizing the attitude parameter of the human
body model by using a second optimization tech-
nique different from the first optimization tech-
nique, with respect to the human body region;
and
selecting one of a first optimization result ob-
tained by the first optimization technique and a
second optimization result obtained by the sec-
ond optimization technique.
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