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(54) TOUCH-TYPE BLOOD PRESSURE MEASUREMENT APPARATUS AND METHOD

(57) A touch-type blood pressure measurement ap-
paratus is provided. The touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus includes: a touch sensor con-
figured to generate a contact area signal when a finger
of a user is in contact with the touch sensor; at least one
photoplethysmogram (PPG) sensor configured to gen-

erate a PPG signal of the user while the finger is in contact
with the touch sensor; a force sensor configured to gen-
erate a touch force signal of the finger in contact with the
touch sensor; and a controller configured to obtain a
blood pressure of the user based on the contact area
signal, the PPG signal, and the touch force signal.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] Apparatuses consistent with the present disclo-
sure relate to an apparatus for measuring a blood pres-
sure, and more particularly, to a technology for measur-
ing a blood pressure in a cuffless manner.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] A pressurized cuff-based method is used for
general blood pressure measurement. The pressurized
cuff-based method is a non-continuous measurement
method in which a cuff is used to tighten blood vessels
up to the maximum blood pressure and loosen to meas-
ure a blood pressure. The pressurized cuff-based meth-
od is difficult to apply to a portable device due to the
configuration of a pressurizing pump or the like.
[0003] Recently, a blood pressure measurement ap-
paratus employing non-pressurized cuffless method for
measuring a blood pressure without using a cuff has been
studied.
[0004] For example, there is a pulse transit time
(PTT)-based blood pressure measurement apparatus
and method that estimate a blood pressure using pulse
wave velocity. In another example, there is a pulse wave
analysis (PWA)-based blood pressure measurement ap-
paratus and method that estimate a blood pressure by
analyzing pulse wave form.
[0005] The PTT method is disadvantageous in that it
is necessary to perform correction for each individual for
accurate measurement and it is difficult to construct a
compact device because bio-signals must be measured
at two or more positions in order to measure the pulse
wave velocity. Because the PWA method estimates a
blood pressure only by analyzing the pulse wave form,
it is disadvantageously vulnerable to noise and has a
limitation in accurate blood pressure measurement.

SUMMARY

[0006] Example embodiments address at least the
above problems and/or disadvantages and other disad-
vantages not described above. However, the example
embodiments may not be required to overcome the dis-
advantages described above.
[0007] According to an aspect of an example embod-
iment, there is provided a touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus including: a touch sensor con-
figured to generate a contact area signal when a finger
of a user is in contact with the touch sensor; at least one
photoplethysmogram (PPG) sensor configured to gen-
erate a PPG signal of the user while the finger is in contact
with the touch sensor; a force sensor configured to gen-
erate a touch force signal of the finger in contact with the

touch sensor; and a controller configured to obtain a
blood pressure of the user based on the contact area
signal, the PPG signal, and the touch force signal.
[0008] The controller may be further configured to de-
termine a contact pressure based on the contact area
signal and the touch force signal and obtain the blood
pressure of the user based on a change of the PPG signal
according to the contact pressure.
[0009] The controller may be further configured to gen-
erate a contact pressure profile according to a contact
region based on the contact area signal and the touch
force signal, and correct a contact pressure exerted on
a blood vessel of the user based on the contact pressure
profile.
[0010] The at least one PPG sensor may include a plu-
rality of PPG sensors arranged in an array.
[0011] The controller may be further configured to ob-
tain a PPG signal from one of the plurality PPG sensors
placed at a contact center among the plurality of PPG
sensors, based on a contact location signal generated
by the touch sensor.
[0012] The controller may be configured to obtain the
PPG signals from the plurality of PPG sensors in a time-
division manner.
[0013] The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus may further include a display configured to
display a contact pressure of the finger in contact with
the touch sensor and a guide for the user to apply the
contact pressure in a predetermined pattern to the touch
sensor.
[0014] The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus may further include a temperature sensor con-
figured to generate a temperature signal of the finger in
contact with the touch sensor.
[0015] The controller may be further configured to cor-
rect the PPG signal according to the temperature signal
generated by the temperature sensor.
[0016] The touch sensor may be further configured to
obtain fingerprint information of the user, and the con-
troller may be further configured to identify the user based
on the fingerprint information.
[0017] The controller may be further configured to cor-
rect the blood pressure according to previously input in-
formation about at least one of a height, a weight, and
an age of the user.
[0018] The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus may further include a contact pressure adjust-
er configured to adjust a contact pressure applied to the
touch sensor by the finger.
[0019] The controller may be further configured to con-
trol the contact pressure adjuster so that the contact pres-
sure is applied to the touch sensor in a predetermined
pattern.
[0020] The contact pressure adjuster may include a
piezoelectric actuator or a voice coil motor.
[0021] According to an aspect of another example em-
bodiment, there is provided a touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus including: a photoplethysmo-
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gram (PPG) sensor having a contact area which is
touched with a finger of the user, the PPG sensor being
configured to generate a PPG signal of the user while
the finger is in contact with the contact area; a force sen-
sor configured to generate a touch force signal of the
finger in contact with the contact area; and a controller
configured to obtain a blood pressure of the user based
on the PPG signal, the touch force signal, and predeter-
mined contact area information regarding the contact ar-
ea.
[0022] The controller may be further configured to de-
termine a contact pressure based on the predetermined
contact area information and the touch force signal, and
determine a blood pressure of the user based on a
change of the PPG signal according to the contact pres-
sure.
[0023] The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus may further include a contact pressure adjust-
er configured to adjust a contact pressure of the finger
applied to the contact area by the finger.
[0024] According to an aspect of another example em-
bodiment, there is provided a touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus including: a photoplethysmo-
gram (PPG) sensor configured to generate a PPG signal
of a user while a finger of the user is in contact with the
PPG sensor; a contact pressure adjuster configured to
adjust a contact pressure applied to the PPG sensor by
the finger; and a controller configured to continuously
obtain a blood pressure of the user by controlling the
contact pressure adjuster to adjust the contact pressure
and analyzing a change of the PPG signal according to
adjustment of the contact pressure.
[0025] The controller may be further configured to con-
tinuously obtain a blood pressure of the user based on
the contact pressure that is adjusted by the contact pres-
sure adjuster to cancel out the PPG signal measured
from the PPG sensor.
[0026] According to an aspect of another example em-
bodiment, there is provided a touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus including: a touch sensor con-
figured to generate a contact area signal when a finger
of a user is in contact with the touch sensor; a force sensor
configured to generate a touch force signal of the finger
in contact with the touch sensor; and a controller config-
ured to obtain a blood pressure of the user based on the
contact area signal and the touch force signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] The above and/or other aspects will be more
apparent by describing certain example embodiments,
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
touch-type blood pressure measurement apparatus
according to a first example embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an example of a
touch sensor;

FIG. 3 and FIGS. 4A to 6C are diagrams for describ-
ing a blood pressure measurement process;
FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating an example in
which the touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus shown in FIG. 1 further includes a display
and a communicator;
FIG. 8 is a graph for describing an example of an
operation of the display of FIG. 7;
FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing another example
of an operation of the display;
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating another
example of a touch sensor;
FIG. 11A is an exploded perspective view illustrating
another example of the touch sensor;
FIG. 11B is a plan view of FIG. 11A;
FIG. 12 is a plan view illustrating another example
of a photoplethysmogram (PPG) sensor;
FIG. 13 is a diagram for describing an example of
correction of contact pressure;
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a second example embodiment;
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a third example embodiment;
FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a fourth example embodiment;
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a fifth example embodiment;
FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a sixth example embodiment;
FIG. 19 is a graph for describing a blood pressure
measurement process of FIG. 18; and
FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of
the touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus according to a seventh example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0028] The following description is provided to assist
the reader in gaining a comprehensive understanding of
the methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described
herein. Accordingly, various changes, modifications, and
equivalents of the methods, apparatuses, and/or sys-
tems described herein will be suggested to those of or-
dinary skill in the art. Also, descriptions of well-known
functions and constructions may be omitted for increased
clarity and conciseness.
[0029] Throughout the drawings and the detailed de-
scription, unless otherwise described, the same drawing
reference numerals will be understood to refer to the
same elements, features, and structures. The relative
size and depiction of these elements may be exaggerat-
ed for clarity, illustration, and convenience.
[0030] Advantages and features of the present inven-
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tion and methods of accomplishing the same may be
understood more readily by reference to the following
detailed description of example embodiments and the
accompanying drawings. The present invention may,
however, be embodied in many different forms and
should not be construed as being limited to the embod-
iments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and com-
plete and will fully convey the concept of the invention to
those skilled in the art, while the inventive concept will
be defined by the appended claims.
[0031] It will be understood that, although the terms
first, second, etc. may be used herein to describe various
elements, these elements should not be limited by these
terms. These terms are only used to distinguish one el-
ement from another. Also, the singular forms are intend-
ed to include the plural forms as well, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.
[0032] In the specification, unless explicitly described
to the contrary, the terms "comprise" and "includes", and
variations such as "comprises," "comprising," "includes"
and "including" will be understood to imply the inclusion
of stated elements but not the exclusion of any other el-
ements. Terms such as "... unit" and "module" denote
units that process at least one function or operation, and
they may be implemented by using hardware (e.g., a mi-
croprocessor or an integrated circuit), software, or a com-
bination of hardware and software.
[0033] Hereinafter, example embodiments of a touch-
type blood pressure measurement apparatus will be de-
scribed in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus of the example embodiments may be mounted
in a hardware or software module for wearable devices,
terminals, such as a smartphone, a tablet personal com-
puter (PC), a desktop PC, and a notebook PC, and med-
ical devices. Alternatively, the touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus may be implemented in various
modified example embodiments, such as being imple-
mented as an independent hardware device.
[0034] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of a touch-type blood pressure measurement apparatus
according to a first example embodiment. FIG. 2 is a
cross-sectional view of an example of a touch sensor.
[0035] Referring to FiGS. 1 and 2, the touch-type blood
pressure measurement apparatus 100 according to the
first example embodiment includes a touch sensor 110,
a photoplethysmogram (PPG) sensor 120, a force sensor
130, and a controller 140.
[0036] The touch sensor 110 senses a contact area
when a user touches the touch sensor 110 with a finger
10 to generate a contact area signal indicative of the con-
tact area. The PPG sensor 120 measures a PPG of the
user in a state where the finger 10 is in contact with the
touch sensor 110 to generate a PPG signal. The force
sensor 130 senses a touch force when the finger 10 is
in contact with the touch sensor 110 to generate a touch
force signal. The controller 140 obtains the user’s blood

pressure based on the contact area signal, the PPG sig-
nal, and the touch force signal.
[0037] The touch-type blood pressure measurement
apparatus 100 is capable of measuring an accurate blood
pressure based on the contact area information obtained
by the touch sensor 110, as well as the PPG information
obtained by the PPG sensor 120 and the touch force
information obtained by the force sensor 130. That is,
the contact area of the finger 10 in contact with the touch
sensor 110 may vary not only according to the touch force
but also according to the shape of the finger 10, so that
an accurate blood pressure may be measured by calcu-
lating an accurate contact pressure through simultane-
ous measurement of the touch force and the contact area.
[0038] For example, the touch sensor 110 may be dis-
posed on an outermost portion of the touch-type blood
pressure measurement apparatus 100 so the user’s fin-
ger 10 may easily contact the touch sensor 110. The
touch sensor 110 is disposed above the PPG sensor,
based on a case where the user touches the touch sensor
110 from above with a finger 10 of the user. The PPG
sensor 120 measures the PPG signal by transmitting light
to and receiving light reflected from the finger 10 in con-
tact with the touch sensor 110, and hence the touch sen-
sor 110 has optical transparency. Therefore, the touch
sensor 110 may transmit the light emitted from the PPG
sensor 120 to the finger 10 and transmit the light reflected
from the tissue of the finger 10 to the PPG sensor 120.
[0039] As shown in FIG. 2, the touch sensor 110 is
configured as a capacitive sensor and may measure the
contact area signal of the finger 10. The touch sensor
110 includes a transparent substrate 111, a first trans-
parent electrode 112 and a second transparent electrode
113 which are spaced apart from each other on the trans-
parent substrate 111, and a transparent cover 114 which
covers a top portion of the second transparent electrode
113 while exposing the first transparent electrode 112.
[0040] The transparent substrate 111 may be formed
of transparent plastic or transparent glass to have optical
transparency and an insulation property. The transparent
substrate 111 supports the first and second transparent
electrodes 112 and 113.
[0041] The first and second transparent electrodes 112
and 113 may be made of a transparent conductive ma-
terial, such as, indium tin oxide (ITO) or a carbon nano-
tube, and formed on the transparent substrate 111. The
first transparent electrode 112 may be disposed on a
center portion of the transparent substrate 111 and the
second transparent electrode 113 may be disposed on
a peripheral portion of the transparent substrate 111 in
such a manner that the second transparent electrode 113
surrounds the first transparent electrode 112. The first
and second transparent electrodes 112 and 113 may
each be formed with a constant thickness. The first trans-
parent electrode 112 may function as a ground electrode
and the second transparent electrode 113 may function
as a sensing electrode.
[0042] The transparent cover 114 may be formed of
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transparent plastic or transparent glass and has optical
transparency and conductivity. The transparent cover
114 may protect the second transparent electrode 113.
The transparent cover 114 may be attached to the trans-
parent substrate 111 by an adhesive layer while covering
the second transparent electrode 113. The transparent
cover 114 may be formed to cover a top portion of the
first transparent electrode 112 as well as the second
transparent electrode 113, thereby protecting the first
transparent electrode 112.
[0043] The touch sensor 110 measures a contact area
of the finger 10 in the following manner. In a standby
state in which the first and second transparent electrodes
112 and 113 are supplied with a sensing current, when
the user touches a top portion of the transparent cover
114 including the first transparent electrode 112 with a
finger of the user, a capacitance between the first trans-
parent electrode 112 and the second transparent elec-
trode 113 changes according to the contact of the finger
10 which has a capacitance.
[0044] In this case, an amount of change in capaci-
tance depends on a size of the contact area of the finger
10. As the contact area of the finger in contact with the
touch sensor 110 increases, the current flowing into the
finger 10 increases, and thus the amount of change in
the capacitance between the first transparent electrode
112 and the second transparent electrode 113 is in-
creased. As the contact area of the finger 10 in contact
with the touch sensor 110 decreases, the current flowing
into the finger 10 decreases, and thus the amount of
change in the capacitance between the first transparent
electrode 112 and the second transparent electrode 113
is reduced. The contact area of the finger 10 according
to the amount of change in the capacitance may be ob-
tained using a preset correlation model indicating a cor-
relation between the contact area of a finger and the
amount of change in the capacitance.
[0045] Signals output from the first transparent elec-
trode 112 and the second transparent electrode 113 may
be processed by a signal processor dedicated for a touch
sensor and provided to the controller 140. When the sig-
nal processor receives the signals from the first trans-
parent electrode 112 and the second transparent elec-
trode 113, the signal processor performs preprocessing,
such as noise removal from the received signals, signal
amplification, or the like. For example, the signal proc-
essor may perform preprocessing, such as detrending
by which a signal is normalized and a trend and an offset
are removed from the signal, signal smoothing, high-fre-
quency noise removal using a low pass filter, or the like.
In addition, if the received signal is an analog signal, the
signal processor may convert the analog signal into a
digital signal.
[0046] The controller 140 provides the sensing current
to the first and second transparent electrodes 112 and
113. In this state, when the user touches the touch sensor
110 with a finger 10 of the user, the controller 140 may
obtain the contact area of the finger 10 according to the

amount of change in the capacitance using the previously
stored correlation model indicating the correlation be-
tween the contact area of a finger and the amount of
change in the capacitance. The correlation model may
be implemented as a mathematical algorithm, but is not
limited thereto, and may be implemented in a matching
table and stored in a storage device.
[0047] In this case, the storage device may include a
flash memory, a hard disk, and a micro multimedia card,
a card-type memory (e.g., SD, XD memory, or the like),
random access memory (RAM), static random access
memory (SRAM), read-only memory (ROM), electrically
erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM),
programmable read-only memory (PROM), magnetic
memory, a magnetic disk, an optical disk, and the like,
but is not limited thereto.
[0048] For example, the PPG sensor 120 is disposed
below the touch sensor 110 based on a case where the
user touches the touch sensor 110 from above with a
finger 10 of the user. The PPG sensor 120 may include
one light source 121 and one photodetector 122 so as
to measure a PPG signal of the user. Alternatively, a
plurality of light sources 121 and photo detectors 122
may be provided.
[0049] The light source 121 emits light toward the tis-
sue of the finger 10 of the user. The photodetector 122
detects light returning from the tissue of the user which
is irradiated by the light source 121. The light source 121
may be configured to emit infrared light. The light source
121 may include a light emitting diode, a laser diode, or
a fluorescent substance to emit infrared light, but is not
limited thereto. The photodetector 122 may be formed
by a photo diode. The light source 121 and the photode-
tector 122 may be mounted on a circuit substrate 123
and then accommodated in a housing 124. The housing
124 may be formed such that a surface thereof facing
the touch sensor 110 transmits light.
[0050] A PPG is a waveform that reflects the change
of vascular volume in peripheral parts according to the
heartbeat. The blood that is released from the left ven-
tricle in the systolic phase is transferred to the peripheral
tissues, so the blood volume of the artery is increased.
In addition, red blood cells carry more oxyhemoglobin to
the peripheral tissues in the systolic phase of the heart.
In the diastolic phase, the blood partially flows from the
peripheral tissues into the heart. When light is emitted
toward the peripheral veins, the light is absorbed by the
peripheral tissues.
[0051] The light absorbance is dependent on a hema-
tocrit and the blood volume. The light absorbance has a
maximum value in the systolic phase of the heart, and
has a minimum value in the diastolic phase of the heart.
The PPG signal reflects the maximum value of the light
absorbance in the systolic phase of the heart, and reflects
the minimum value of the light absorbance in the diastolic
phase of the heart. In addition, the PPG signal may ap-
pear to oscillate with the heart cycle period. Therefore,
the PPG signal reflects the change of blood pressure
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according to the heartbeat, and thus it can be used for
blood pressure measurement.
[0052] The PPG sensor 120 is controlled by the con-
troller 140. The signal output from the photodetector 122
may be processed by the signal processor dedicated for
the PPG sensor and then provided to the controller 140.
When the signal processor receives the PPG signal from
the photodetector 122, the signal processor performs
preprocessing, such as noise removal from the received
signal, signal amplification, or the like, and may convert
the received signal into a digital signal if the received
signal is an analog signal.
[0053] When the user touches the touch sensor 110
with a finger 10, the controller 140 controls the light
source 121 to emit light toward the finger 10 and controls
the photodetector 122 to detect light returning from the
tissue of the finger 10. The controller 140 takes into ac-
count a PPG signal detected by the photodetector 122
when measuring a blood pressure.
[0054] For example, the force sensor 130 is disposed
below the PPG sensor 120 based on a case where the
user touches the touch sensor 110 from above with the
finger 10. The force sensor 130 measures a touch force
transferred through the touch sensor 110 and the PPG
sensor 120 when the finger 10 is in contact with the touch
sensor 110. The force sensor 130 may be configured in
various ways, such as a load cell.
[0055] The signal output from the force sensor 130 is
processed by the signal processor dedicated for the force
sensor and is then transmitted to the controller 140. When
receiving the signal from the force sensor 130, the signal
processor performs preprocessing, such as noise remov-
al from the received signal, signal amplification, and the
like, and may convert the received signal into a digital
signal if the signal is an analog signal.
[0056] For example, the controller 140 may be a device
capable of computing, such as a microprocessor. The
controller 140 calculates a contact pressure based on
the contact area signal and the touch force signal. In this
case, the controller 140 may calculate a mean contact
pressure by dividing a touch force value by a contact area
value. In addition, the controller 140 may obtain the user’s
blood pressure by analyzing a change of the PPG signal
according to the calculated contact pressure, which will
be described with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4A to 6B.
[0057] When the user touches and removes the finger
10 from the touch sensor 110, the touch force gradually
increases and gradually decreases after reaching the
maximum value. The PPG signal according to the change
of the touch force may have the form as shown in FIG. 3.
[0058] As illustrated in FIGS. 4A to 6C, the contact area
of the finger 10 contacting the touch sensor 110 varies
depending on the touch force. A contact pressure (CP),
which is obtained based on the touch force and the con-
tact area, is applied around a blood vessel 11. In addition,
the PPG sensor 120 outputs a PPG signal according to
the contact pressure CP.
[0059] As illustrated in FIGS. 4A to 4C, the blood vessel

11 has a diastolic blood pressure (DBP), a systolic blood
pressure (SBP), and a mean arterial pressure (MAP).
When the CP is smaller than an MAP, an elastic restoring
force of tissue 12 acts in the direction of compressing the
blood vessel 11, and hence the amplitude of the PPG
signal becomes smaller than that of the PPG signal
shown in FIG. 5C.
[0060] As illustrated in FIGS. 5A to 5C, when the CP
is equal to the MAP, the elastic restoring force of the
tissue 12 becomes zero and hence does not affect the
blood vessel 11, so that the amplitude of the PPG signal
is maximized.
[0061] As illustrated in FIGS. 6A to 6C, when the CP
is greater than the MAP, the elastic restoring force of the
tissue 12 acts in the direction of expansion of the tissue
11, so that the amplitude of the PPG signal becomes
smaller than that of the PPG signal shown in FIG. 5C.
[0062] Therefore, the controller 140 may analyze the
change of the PPG signal according to the CP and esti-
mate that the CP corresponding to the PPG signal having
the maximum amplitude is the MAP. In addition, the con-
troller 140 may analyze the change of the PPG signal
according to the CP and estimate the DBP and the SBP.
In this case, the controller 140 may set a blood pressure
estimation interval which includes the maximum ampli-
tude, and average the CP in the set blood pressure es-
timation interval or average the CP by applying a weight.
[0063] As described above, the contact area of the fin-
ger 10 in contact with the touch sensor 110 may vary
according to the touch force or the shape of the finger
10. An accurate contact pressure is obtained by simul-
taneously measuring the touch force and the contact ar-
ea, thereby realizing accurate blood pressure measure-
ment.
[0064] As illustrated in FIG. 7, the touch-type blood
pressure measurement apparatus 100 may further in-
clude a display 150 and a communicator 160.
[0065] The display 150 may display the contact pres-
sure of the touch sensor 110 in contact with the finger 10
to guide the user to apply a contact pressure of a prede-
termined pattern to the touch sensor 110. For example,
as shown in FIG. 8, the display 150 displays a guideline
GL on a contact time axis and a contact pressure axis.
The guideline GL increases linearly and decreases line-
arly after reaching the maximum value.
[0066] When the user touches and removes a finger
10 of the user from the touch sensor 110 for blood pres-
sure measurement, the display 150 displays the varying
CP in a graph on the contact time axis and the contact
pressure axis. Accordingly, the user is able to touch the
touch sensor 110 with the finger 10 while paying attention
to ensure that the CP displayed on a screen of the display
150 does not deviate from a set range along the guideline
GL. As a result, more accurate blood pressure measure-
ment may be performed.
[0067] In another example, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the
display 150 may display the CP on a scale S of high,
adequate, and low on the screen.

9 10 



EP 3 342 336 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0068] In addition to the blood pressure information,
the display 150 may display additional information, such
as warning or alarm, according to blood pressure infor-
mation so as to provide it to the user. For example, when
a dangerous level of blood pressure is extracted, it may
be represented by a red color, and on the contrary, when
a normal level of blood pressure is extracted, it may be
represented by a green color. The display 150 may in-
clude a touch input function, by which the user may input
various commands, and the display 150 may output a
user interface for performing necessary operations. In
addition, an input interface 170 may be provided to re-
ceive a user’s control command and transmit the control
command to the controller 140. The input interface 170
may include a power button for the user to input a com-
mand for power on/off of the touch-type blood pressure
measurement apparatus 100.
[0069] The communicator 160 is a communication in-
terface that includes a transmitter and receiver, and may
access a communication network by utilizing a commu-
nication technology under the control of the controller
140 and may transmit and receive necessary data to/from
an external device 20 connected to the same communi-
cation network. The controller 140 may control the com-
municator 160 to establish a connection with the external
device 20 and process various operations in cooperation
with the external device 20. In this case, the controller
140 may provide necessary information, such as the
measured contact area signal, a PPG signal, a touch
force signal, and extracted blood pressure information
according to cardiovascular feature extraction related
functions of the external apparatus 20 associated with
the controller 140.
[0070] The communication technology may include
Bluetooth communication, Bluetooth low energy (BLE)
communication, near-field communication (NFC), wire-
less local area network (WLAN) communication, ZigBee
communication, infrared data association (IrDA) commu-
nication, Wi-Fi direct (WFD) communication, ultra-wide-
band (UWB) communication, Ant+ communication, Wi-
Fi communication, 3G communication, 4G communica-
tion, 5G communication, or the like, but is not limited
thereto.
[0071] When the blood pressure is extracted, the con-
troller 140 may transmit the extracted blood pressure in-
formation to the external device 20 through the commu-
nicator 160 so that the external device 20 can provide
the information to the user through an interface module
included in the external device 20, such as a speaker, a
display, a haptic device, or the like. In this case, the ex-
ternal device 20 may be a mobile device which has su-
perior computing performance to the touch-type blood
pressure measurement apparatus 100 and can be car-
ried by the user, such as a smartphone, a tablet PC, or
the like. However, the external device 20 is not limited
thereto, and may include various information providing
devices, such as a desktop PC, a notebook PC, and the
like.

[0072] In another example, when the external device
20 has superior computing performance and provides a
function for extracting a blood pressure using a contact
area signal, a PPG signal, and a touch force signal, the
communicator 160 may transmit the signals to the exter-
nal device 20 under the control of the controller 140 so
as to allow the external device 20 to perform blood pres-
sure extraction. In this case, the external device 20 may
be a device with a blood pressure extraction function,
such as a smartphone, a table PC, a desktop PC, a note-
book PC, a server, or the like.
[0073] The external device 20 may extract a blood
pressure when receiving signals from the communicator
160, and provide the signals to the user through the in-
terface module included in the external device 20. In ad-
dition, when the controller 140 receives blood pressure
measurement information from the external device 20
through the communicator 160, the controller 140 may
provide the information to the user through the display
150.
[0074] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an-
other example of the touch sensor.
[0075] Referring to FIG. 10, the touch sensor 110’ may
include a first transparent electrode 112’ and a second
transparent electrode 113’ which are disposed on a top
surface and a bottom surface of a transparent substrate
111’, respectively. The first and second transparent elec-
trodes 112’ and 113’ may be covered by transparent cov-
ers 114’. In this case, the transparent substrate 111’ may
be formed of transparent plastic or transparent glass to
have optical transparency and an insulation property.
The transparent substrate 111’ supports the first and sec-
ond transparent electrodes 112’ and 113’.
[0076] The first and second transparent electrodes
112’ and 113’ may be formed of a transparent conductive
material, such as ITO or a carbon nanotube, on the top
surface and the bottom surface of the transparent sub-
strate 111’, respectively. The first and second transpar-
ent electrodes 112’ and 113’ may be each formed with a
constant thickness on the top surface and the bottom
surface of the transparent substrate 111’, respectively.
The first transparent electrode 112’ may act as a ground
electrode and the second transparent electrode 113’ may
act as a sensing electrode.
[0077] The transparent covers 114’ may be made of
transparent plastic or transparent glass to have optical
transparency and an insulation property. The transparent
covers 114’ protect the first and second transparent elec-
trodes 112’ and 113’. Although not illustrated, the second
transparent electrode 113’ may be formed on an addi-
tional transparent substrate. In this case, the transparent
cover 114’ which covers the second transparent elec-
trode 113’ may be omitted.
[0078] Like the touch sensor 110 in the example illus-
trated in FIG. 2, the touch sensor 110’ in the present
example measures a contact area of the finger 10 based
on an amount of change in the capacitance between the
first transparent electrode 112’ and the second transpar-

11 12 



EP 3 342 336 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ent electrode 113’ according to the contact of the finger
10.
[0079] FIG. 11A is an exploded perspective view illus-
trating another example of the touch sensor. FIG. 11B is
a plan view of FIG. 11A.
[0080] Referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B, a touch sensor
110" includes a transparent substrate 111", sensing lines
112" formed on the transparent substrate 111" and ar-
ranged in a plurality of rows, a transparent insulating layer
113" covering the sensing lines 112", driving lines
114" formed on the transparent insulating layer 113" and
arranged in a plurality of columns, and a transparent cov-
er 115" covering the driving lines 114".
[0081] The transparent substrate 111" may be made
of transparent plastic or transparent glass to have optical
transparency and an insulation property. The transparent
substrate 111" supports the sensing lines 112".
[0082] The sensing lines 112" and the driving lines
114" may be made of a transparent conductive material,
such as ITO, a carbon nanotube, or the like. The sensing
lines 112" and the driving lines 114" may be arranged to
cross each other and form a lattice structure. Intersection
points between the sensing lines 112" and the driving
lines 114" may each have coordinates.
[0083] The sensing lines 112" may be formed in a
structure in which electrode pads are connected to each
other by bridges. In this case, the electrode pads are
each formed in a rhombic shape. The bridges have a
significantly narrower width than that of the electrode
pads. In the same manner as the sensing lines 112", the
driving lines 114" may also be formed in a structure in
which electrode pads are connected to each other by
bridges. The sensing lines 112" and the driving lines
114" may be arranged such that the bridges thereof cross
each other. Therefore, two electrode pads of the sensing
line 112" and two electrode pads of the driving line
114" may be arranged around each intersecting point of
the bridges.
[0084] The transparent insulating layer 113" insulates
the sensing lines 112" and the driving lines 114". The
transparent insulating layer 113" is formed of a material
having optical transparency and an insulation property.
[0085] The transparent cover 115" may be made of
transparent plastic or transparent glass to have optical
transparency and an insulation property. The transparent
cover 115" protects the driving lines 114". The transpar-
ent cover 115" may be adhered to the transparent insu-
lating layer 113" by an adhesive layer while covering the
driving lines 114".
[0086] The touch sensor 110" measures the contact
area of the finger 10 in the following manner. When the
user touches an upper portion of the transparent cover
115" with a finger of the user in a standby state in which
a sensing current is sequentially provided to the driving
lines 114", a change of capacitance occurs at intersecting
points in contact with the finger among the intersecting
points between the sensing lines 112" and the driving
lines 114". In this case, among the intersecting points at

which the change of capacitance occurs, coordinates of
the outermost intersecting points may be obtained and
the contact area of the finger 10 may be calculated based
on the obtained coordinate information.
[0087] Signals output from the driving lines 114" and
the sensing lines 112" may be processed by a signal
processor dedicated for the touch sensor and then pro-
vided to the controller 140. The controller 140 sequen-
tially provides a sensing current to the driving lines 114".
In this state, when the user touches the touch sensor
110" with a finger, the controller 140 extracts intersecting
points at which a change of capacitance occurs from
among the intersecting points between the sensing lines
112" and the driving lines 114". The controller 140 ob-
tains coordinates of the outermost intersecting points
among the intersecting points at which the change of
capacitance occurs, and calculates an area limited by
the outermost intersecting points. The calculated area
corresponds to the contact area of the finger 10.
[0088] Elements of the touch sensor 110", other than
the sensing lines 112" and the driving lines 114", are not
limited to the aforementioned examples, and may be con-
figured in various ways as long as they can perform the
above-described functions.
[0089] For example, the controller 140 may identify a
user based on a user’s fingerprint provided from the touch
sensor 110". In this case, the touch sensor 110" illustrat-
ed in FIGS. 11A and 11B is used. The touch sensor
110" may obtain fingerprint information by recognizing
differences in capacitance according to valley and ridge
patterns of a fingerprint at intersecting points between
the sensing lines 112" and the driving lines 114". Intervals
between the sensing lines 112" and the driving lines
114" are set such that a fingerprint pattern can be suffi-
ciently recognized.
[0090] The fingerprint information obtained from the
touch sensor 110" is provided to the controller 140. The
controller 140 compares the fingerprint information ob-
tained from the touch sensor 110" with pieces of finger-
print data input in advance, thereby identifying the user.
The controller 140 may have stored blood pressure in-
formation measured from the user in a storage device as
the pertinent user information.
[0091] A blood pressure of a user may be influenced
by a height, a weight, and/or an age of the user or the
like. In this case, the controller 140 may correct the blood
pressure according to previously input information about
the user’s height, weight, and age. A blood pressure es-
timation correlation model suitable for each user is stored
in the storage device in advance, and the controller 140
may correct the blood pressure by selecting a blood pres-
sure estimation correlation model suitable for the perti-
nent user from the storage device.
[0092] FIG. 12 is a plan view illustrating another exam-
ple of the PPG sensor.
[0093] Referring to FIG. 12, a plurality of PPG sensors
120 may be formed in an array. The PPG sensors 120
may be arranged in a plurality of rows along horizontal
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and vertical axes in a lattice form.
[0094] The controller 140 may extract a PPG signal
from the PPG sensor 120 provided at a contact center
based on a contact location signal generated by the touch
sensor 110". Therefore, the controller 140 may achieve
a more accurate blood pressure by extracting an optimal
PPG signal. In another example, the controller 140 may
extract PPG signals from the PPG sensors 120 using a
time-division method, and then select an optimal PPG
signal therefrom, thereby achieving a more accurate
blood pressure.
[0095] As illustrated in FIG. 13, the controller 140 may
create a contact pressure profile PR according to a con-
tact region, based on a contact area signal and a touch
force signal, and then correct the contact pressure ex-
erted on the user’s blood vessel based on the contact
pressure profile PR. In this case, the touch sensor
110" illustrated in FIGS. 11A and 11B may be used. The
touch sensor 110" outputs a capacitance value differently
depending on the degree of contact at the intersecting
points between the sensing lines 112" and the driving
lines 114". The controller 140 may create a contact pres-
sure profile PR according to a contact region based on
the capacitance values provided from the touch sensor
110" and correct the contact pressure.
[0096] FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a second example embodiment.
[0097] Referring to FIG. 14, the touch-type blood pres-
sure measurement apparatus 200 according to the sec-
ond example embodiment includes a touch sensor 210,
a PPG sensor 220, a force sensor 230, a temperature
sensor 240, and a controller 250. The touch sensor 210,
the PPG sensor 220, and the force sensor 230 may be
configured to be the same as the touch sensor 110, 110’,
or 110", the PPG sensor 120, and the force sensor 130
of the first example embodiment, respectively.
[0098] The temperature sensor 240 measures a tem-
perature of a finger in contact with the touch sensor 210
to generate a temperature signal. The temperature sen-
sor 240 may be disposed between the touch sensor 210
and the PPG sensor 220. The temperature sensor 240
may have optical transparency to transmit light emitted
from the PPG sensor 220 to the finger 10 and to transmit
light reflected from a tissue of the finger 10 to the PPG
sensor 220. The temperature sensor 240 may include a
thermocouple.
[0099] A PPG signal may be affected by temperature.
In this case, the controller 250 may correct a PPG signal
according to the temperature signal generated by the
temperature sensor 240. The controller 250 may correct
the PPG signal according to the temperature signal
based on a correlation model that indicates a correlation
between a temperature stored in a storage device and a
PPG signal. Accordingly, the controller 250 may achieve
a more accurate blood pressure based on the corrected
PPG signal.
[0100] A signal output from the temperature sensor

240 may be processed by a signal processor dedicated
for the temperature sensor and then a resulting signal
may be provided to the controller 250. When the signal
processor receives the signal from the temperature sen-
sor 240, the signal processor may perform preprocess-
ing, such as noise removal from the received signal, sig-
nal amplification, or the like, and convert the signal into
a digital signal if the received signal is an analog signal.
[0101] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a third example embodiment.
[0102] Referring to FIG. 15, the touch-type blood pres-
sure apparatus 300 according to the third example em-
bodiment includes a touch sensor 310, a PPG sensor
320, a force sensor 330, a contact pressure adjuster 340,
and a controller 350.
[0103] The touch sensor 310, the PPG sensor 320,
and the force sensor 330 may be configured to be the
same as the touch sensor 110, 110’, or 110", the PPG
sensor 120, and the force sensor 130 in the first example
embodiment, respectively. The contact pressure adjuster
340 is provided to adjust a contact pressure exerted on
the touch sensor 310 by the user. The contact pressure
adjuster 340 may be disposed between the PPG sensor
320 and the force sensor 330. The contact pressure ad-
juster 340 may adjust the contact pressure exerted on
the touch sensor 310 by the user by moving the PPG
sensor 320 to cause the touch sensor 310 to move rel-
ative to the finger 10.
[0104] The controller 350 controls the contact pressure
adjuster 340 such that a contact pressure of a predeter-
mined pattern is applied to the touch sensor 310. For
example, when the user touches and removes a finger
of the user from the touch sensor 310 for blood pressure
measurement, the controller 350 may control the contact
pressure adjuster 340 so that the contact pressure is ap-
plied to the touch sensor 310 in the pattern of the guide-
line GL shown in FIG. 8. Consequently, more accurate
blood pressure measurement may be realized.
[0105] The contract pressure adjuster 340 may be
formed by a piezoelectric actuator or a voice coil motor.
The piezoelectric actuator is configured such that me-
chanical displacement is caused by an inverse piezoe-
lectric effect when potential difference is applied thereto.
The voice coil motor is configured such that a magnet
which generates a magnetic field is arranged to face a
current-supplied coil to create the Lorentz force acting
perpendicular to the direction of the magnetic field and
the current, thereby causing mechanical displacement
of a moving object.
[0106] FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a fourth example embodiment.
[0107] Referring to FIG. 16, the touch-type blood pres-
sure measurement apparatus 400 according to the fourth
example embodiment includes a PPG sensor 410, a
force sensor 420, and a controller 430.
[0108] The PPG sensor 410 measures a PPG signal
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of the user while a finger 10 is in contact with the PPG
sensor 410. Like the example shown in FIG. 1, the PPG
sensor 410 may include one light source and one pho-
todetector. Alternatively, a plurality of PPG sensors 410
may be formed in an array, like the example shown in
FIG. 12.
[0109] The user may touch a predetermined contact
area of the PPG sensor 410 with a finger 10 of the user.
The predetermined contact area corresponds to an area
of light transceiving region of the PPG sensor 410, for
example, an upper area of the PPG sensor 410. An upper
portion of the PPG sensor 410 may be formed to be small-
er than the tip of the finger 10. Here, the upper area of
the PPG sensor 410 is set such that the contact area is
constant even when a touch force applied to the PPG
sensor 410 varies.
[0110] The force sensor 420 measures a touch force
of the finger 10 in contact with the PPG sensor 410. The
force sensor 420 may be configured to be the same as
the force sensor 130 of the first example embodiment.
[0111] The controller 430 obtains a blood pressure of
the user based on the measured PPG signal, the touch
force signal, and predetermined contact area informa-
tion. For example, the controller 430 calculates a contact
pressure based on the predetermined contact area infor-
mation and the measured touch force signal. In this case,
the controller 430 may calculate an average contact pres-
sure by dividing the touch force value by the predeter-
mined contact area.
[0112] The controller 430 obtains the user’s blood
pressure from a change of the PPG signal according to
the calculated contact pressure. In this case, like in the
example described above, the controller 430 estimates
that the contact pressure corresponding to the maximum
amplitude between a DBP and an SBP is an average
blood pressure and estimates the DBP and the SBP at
the maximum amplitude.
[0113] FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a fifth example embodiment.
[0114] Referring to FIG. 17, the touch-type blood pres-
sure measurement apparatus 500 according to the fifth
example embodiment includes a PPG sensor 510, a
force sensor 520, a contact pressure adjuster 530, and
a controller 540.
[0115] The PPG sensor 510 may be configured to be
the same as the PPG sensor 410 of the fourth example
embodiment. The force sensor 520 may be configured
to be the same as the force sensor 130 of the first example
embodiment. The contact pressure adjuster 530 is pro-
vided to control a contact pressure exerted on the PPG
sensor 510 by the user. That is, the contact pressure
adjuster 530 may adjust the contact pressure exerted on
the PPG sensor 510 by the user by moving the PPG
sensor 510. The contact pressure adjuster 530 may be
configured to be the same as the contact pressure ad-
juster 340 of the third example embodiment. The control-
ler 540 controls the contact pressure adjuster 530 so that

a contact pressure of a predetermined pattern is applied
to the PGG sensor 510.
[0116] FIG. 18 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a sixth example embodiment.
[0117] Referring to FIG. 18, the touch-type blood pres-
sure measurement apparatus 600 according to the sixth
example embodiment includes a PPG sensor 610, a con-
tact pressure adjuster 620, and a controller 630.
[0118] The PPG sensor 610 measures a PPG signal
of the user while a finger 10 of the user is in contact with
the PPG sensor 610. The PPG sensor 610 may be con-
figured to be the same as the PPG sensor 410 of the
fourth example embodiment.
[0119] The contact pressure adjuster 620 is provided
to adjust a contact pressure exerted on the PPG sensor
610 by the user. The contact pressure adjuster 620 may
include an actuator and a force sensor. The actuator may
be a piezoelectric actuator or a voice coil motor. The ac-
tuator is controlled by the controller 630 based on the
contact area and a touch force signal measured by the
force sensor.
[0120] The controller 630 continuously obtains a user’s
blood pressure by controlling the contact pressure ad-
juster 620 to adjust the contact pressure and analyzing
a change of the PPG signal according to the adjustment
of the contact pressure.
[0121] For example, as shown in FIG. 19, the controller
630 generates a contact pressure signal ULP using the
contact pressure adjuster 620 so as to cancel out the
PPG signal generated by the PPG sensor 610. Then, the
controller 630 may continuously obtain a blood pressure
based on the contact pressure that cancels out the PPG
signal.
[0122] That is, the controller 630 may control the con-
tact pressure using the contact pressure adjuster 620
and continuously obtain the blood pressure using a vas-
cular unloading or volume clamp technique. In this case,
since the PPG signal is a waveform that reflects a blood
pressure, a value obtained by inverting the contact pres-
sure signal ULP that cancels out the PPG signal may be
estimated as a blood pressure. The controller 630 may
display the blood pressure through the display 150, al-
lowing the user to monitor the blood pressure.
[0123] FIG. 20 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of the touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus according to a seventh example embodiment.
[0124] Referring to FIG. 20, the touch-type blood pres-
sure measurement apparatus 700 according to the sev-
enth example embodiment includes a touch sensor 710,
a force sensor 720, and a controller 730.
[0125] The touch sensor 710 measures a contact area
signal when the user’s finger 10 is in contact with the
touch sensor 710. The touch sensor 710 may be config-
ured as one of touch sensors 110, 110’, and 110" in the
aforementioned examples. The force sensor 720 meas-
ures a touch force signal of the finger 10 in contact with
the touch sensor 710. The force sensor 720 may be con-
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figured as the force sensor 130 of the first example em-
bodiment.
[0126] The controller 730 obtains a user’s blood pres-
sure based on the measured contact area signal and the
touch force signal. For example, the controller 730 may
acquire the amplitude of a pulse and the touch force sig-
nal by analyzing the signal output from the force sensor
720 and estimate that a contact pressure at the maximum
amplitude of the pulse is a blood pressure.
[0127] Specifically, the pulse transferred through the
body may not only be measured through an optical signal,
such as a PPG signal, but also be detected by measuring
mechanical vibration. The mechanical vibration may be
measured by the force sensor 720. The amplitude of the
pulse obtained through measurement of mechanical vi-
bration is affected by the contact pressure and the pattern
thereof is similar to the PPG signal. Therefore, by using
an AC component and a DC component of the touch
force signal obtained by the force sensor 720 and the
contact area signal obtained by the touch sensor 710, it
is possible to measure a blood pressure in the same man-
ner as the first example embodiment.
[0128] A number of example embodiments have been
described above. Nevertheless, it will be understood that
various modifications may be made. For example, suit-
able results may be achieved if the described techniques
are performed in a different order and/or if components
in a described system, architecture, device, or circuit are
combined in a different manner and/or replaced or sup-
plemented by other components or their equivalents. Ac-
cordingly, it is understood that other implementations are
within the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus comprising:

a touch sensor configured to generate a contact
area signal when a finger of a user is in contact
with the touch sensor;
a force sensor configured to generate a touch
force signal of the finger in contact with the touch
sensor; and
a controller configured to obtain a blood pres-
sure of the user based on the contact area signal
and the touch force signal;
wherein the touch-type blood pressure meas-
urement apparatus in particular further compris-
es at least one photoplethysmogram (PPG) sen-
sor configured to generate a PPG signal of the
user while the finger is in contact with the touch
sensor; and
wherein the controller is in particular configured
to obtain the blood pressure of the user based
on the contact area signal, the PPG signal, and
the touch force signal.

2. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of claim 1, wherein the controller is further con-
figured to determine a contact pressure based on
the contact area signal and the touch force signal
and obtain the blood pressure of the user based on
a change of the PPG signal according to the contact
pressure; and/or
wherein the controller is further configured to gener-
ate a contact pressure profile according to a contact
region based on the contact area signal and the
touch force signal, and correct a contact pressure
exerted on a blood vessel of the user based on the
contact pressure profile.

3. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of claim 1 or 2, wherein the at least one PPG
sensor comprises a plurality of PPG sensors ar-
ranged in an array;
wherein the controller is in particular further config-
ured:

to obtain a PPG signal from one of the plurality
PPG sensors placed at a contact center among
the plurality of PPG sensors, based on a contact
location signal generated by the touch sensor; or
to obtain the PPG signals from the plurality of
PPG sensors in a time-division manner.

4. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising a
display configured to display a contact pressure of
the finger in contact with the touch sensor and a
guide for the user to apply the contact pressure in a
predetermined pattern to the touch sensor.

5. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of one of the preceding claims, further com-
prising a temperature sensor configured to generate
a temperature signal of the finger in contact with the
touch sensor;
wherein the controller is in particular further config-
ured to correct the PPG signal according to the tem-
perature signal generated by the temperature sen-
sor.

6. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of one of the preceding claims, wherein the
touch sensor is further configure to obtain fingerprint
information of the user,
wherein the controller is further configured to identify
the user based on the fingerprint information; and
wherein the controller is in particular further config-
ured to correct the blood pressure according to pre-
viously input information about at least one of a
height, a weight, and an age of the user.

7. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of one of the preceding claims, further com-
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prising a contact pressure adjuster configured to ad-
just a contact pressure applied to the touch sensor
by the finger;
wherein the controller is in particular further config-
ured to control the contact pressure adjuster so that
the contact pressure is applied to the touch sensor
in a predetermined pattern; and/or
wherein the contact pressure adjuster in particular
comprises a piezoelectric actuator or a voice coil mo-
tor.

8. A touch-type blood pressure measurement appara-
tus comprising:

a photoplethysmogram (PPG) sensor having a
contact area which is touched with a finger of
the user, the PPG sensor being configured to
generate a PPG signal of the user while the fin-
ger is in contact with the contact area;
a force sensor configured to generate a touch
force signal of the finger in contact with the con-
tact area; and
a controller configured to obtain a blood pres-
sure of the user based on the PPG signal, the
touch force signal, and predetermined contact
area information regarding the contact area.

9. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of claim 8, wherein the controller is further con-
figured to determine a contact pressure based on
the predetermined contact area information and the
touch force signal, and determine a blood pressure
of the user based on a change of the PPG signal
according to the contact pressure.

10. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of claim 8 or 9, further comprising a contact
pressure adjuster configured to adjust a contact
pressure of the finger applied to the contact area by
the finger, the contact pressure adjuster in particular
comprising the force sensor.

11. The touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus of one of claim 9 or 10, wherein the controller
is further configured to continuously obtain a blood
pressure of the user based on the contact pressure
that is adjusted by the contact pressure adjuster to
cancel out the PPG signal measured from the PPG
sensor.

12. A method of measuring blood pressure of a touch-
type blood pressure measurement apparatus, the
method comprising:

generating a contact area signal when a finger
of a user is in contact with a touch sensor of the
touch-type blood pressure measurement appa-
ratus;

generating a photoplethysmogram (PPG) signal
of the user while the finger is in contact with the
touch sensor;
generating a touch force signal of the finger in
contact with the touch sensor; and
obtaining a blood pressure of the user based on
the contact area signal, the PPG signal, and the
touch force signal.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the obtaining the
blood pressure of the user comprises:

determining a contact pressure based on the
contact area signal and the touch force signal;
and
obtaining the blood pressure of the user based
on a change of the PPG signal according to the
contact pressure.

14. The method of claim 12 or 13, wherein the obtaining
the blood pressure of the user comprises:

generating a contact pressure profile according
to a contact region based on the contact area
signal and the touch force signal, and
correcting a contact pressure exerted on a blood
vessel of the user based on the contact pressure
profile.

15. The method of one of claims 12 to 14 further com-
prising:

displaying a contact pressure of the finger in
contact with the touch sensor and a guide for
the user to apply the contact pressure in a pre-
determined pattern to the touch sensor; and/or
correcting the PPG signal according to a tem-
perature of the finger in contact with the touch
sensor
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