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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The invention relates to internal combustion en-
gines. More specifically, the invention relates to a com-
pression-ignition (diesel) internal combustion engine
system that is configured to reduce the emission of harm-
ful exhaust gases.

Background of the Invention

[0002] The use of the internal combustion engine is
abundant. Since internal combustion engines burn fossil
fuels within the cylinders of the engines, gases are emit-
ted that are potentially both harmful to human health and
harmful to the environment. Over the past few decades,
internal combustion engine usage has risen dramatically
with the attendant increase of environmental pollutants.
[0003] The main gases of concern emitted from the
exhaust system of a vehicle are i) Hydrocarbons (HC)
which comprise unburned or partially burned fuel and
which, in addition to being toxic, are a significant contrib-
utor to smog in urban areas; Nitrogen Oxides (NOx)
which are created when nitrogen in the engine air flow
reacts with oxygen in the high temperature-pressure con-
ditions inside the combustion cylinders and which are a
factor in both smog and acid rain; Carbon Monoxide (CO)
which is a product of incomplete combustion and which
is also toxic to humans; Carbon Dioxide (CO2) which is
a by-product of the combustion process and is consid-
ered one of the most significant green house gases; and
Particulate Matter (PM), also referred to as soot.
[0004] The types of internal combustion engine that
are in most widespread use in on-road and off-road ap-
plications are the spark ignition engine (gasoline fuelled)
and the compression-ignition (diesel) engine.
[0005] In a spark ignition engine a throttle valve con-
trols the rate of air supplied to the engine in response to
a power demand by the vehicle operator such that a fuel
supply system supplies an amount of fuel based on the
air supply rate to obtain a desired air/fuel ratio. To reduce
the exhaust emissions from such an engine it is known
to use a 3-way catalytic converter having the functionality
of a reduction catalyst to reduce NO2 to nitrogen and
oxygen and an oxidation catalyst to oxidize CO to CO2
and HC to water and CO2. For optimum operation of the
catalytic converter, the spark ignition engine is operated
under stoichiometric operating conditions in which the
amount of oxygen supplied to the cylinders of the engine
is the exact amount required to completely combust the
amount of fuel supplied. In the case of gasoline the sto-
ichiometric air/fuel ratio around is 14.7:1, although the
exact value depends on the fuel composition.
[0006] In contrast to spark ignition engines, diesel en-
gines are operated under diesel combustion conditions
in which the air/fuel ratio is much leaner than that of the
spark ignition engine, typically between 20:1 and 40:1.

[0007] In a diesel engine, air is introduced into the cyl-
inder head via an inlet valve and is compressed during
an compression stroke of the piston which compresses
and heats the induced air. Fuel is injected directly into
the cylinder at close to top dead centre piston position
and is ignited by the heated air which causes combustion
and a corresponding rapid expansion of the compressed
air/fuel mixture that drives the piston on a power stroke.
The air inducted into the cylinder is not throttled as it is
in a gasoline engine an as a result a diesel engine nat-
urally runs at a much higher air/fuel ratio.
[0008] The diesel engine has many benefits. For ex-
ample, as a result of its leaner combustion regime and
higher compression ratio, the diesel engine has in-
creased thermal efficiency over gasoline engine which
translates into a greater torque at comparatively low en-
gine speeds and a greater fuel economy.
[0009] One of the characteristic emissions of the diesel
engine is the generation of particulate matter or soot, in
addition to the emission of hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide
and the like. To combat the emissions of diesel engines,
it is known to employ various devices to clean the exhaust
gases. For example, it is known to place a diesel partic-
ulate filter (DPF) in the exhaust system to reduce approx-
imately 80% to 100% of particulate matter entrained in
the exhaust gas flow.
[0010] It is also known to use a diesel oxidation catalyst
(DOC) which uses excess oxygen in the exhaust gas flow
to oxidize CO to CO2 and HC to water and CO2. How-
ever, such a device is unable to reduce the NOx present
in the gas flow significantly.
[0011] A major challenge facing the future of the diesel
engine is the reduction of NOx output in a cost-efficient
manner.
[0012] In general, two main approaches are used in an
effort to reduce NOx emissions. Firstly diesel engines
are run with extremely high exhaust gas recirculation
(EGR) rates in an effort to lower the combustion temper-
ature of the cylinders thus reducing NOx generation. Al-
though a high EGR rate is effective at engine idle and
relatively low engine load conditions, it is difficult to obtain
high EGR rates at medium to high load conditions, for
example during acceleration phases of a vehicle since a
relatively high amount of fresh air is required for combus-
tion. Secondly, it is known to use devices generally re-
ferred to as NOx absorbing devices ("NOx traps" or "NOx
absorbers") and selective catalytic reduction ("SCR") de-
vices, both technologies being known to the person
skilled in the field of diesel engine technology.
[0013] However, SCR devices tend to be expensive
and need a minimum temperature to operate efficiently
which requires regimes to heat up the device: typically
this is via late injection of fuel which leads to oxidzation
of fuel in the SCR device in order to raise its temperature.
SCR devices are generally undesirable due to the com-
plexity of the apparatus itself, the associated control sys-
tem, and the fact that it impacts adversely on the engine
fuel consumption. As for NOx absorbing devices, they
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require periodic regeneration in order to maintain their
effectiveness which, again, impacts adversely the engine
fuel consumption. Moreover, the presence of sulphur in
diesel fuel can degrade the performance of NOx absorb-
ing devices which limits their use to geographic areas in
which the fuel supply is of acceptable quality.
[0014] As can be appreciated, the provision of several
of such devices in an effort to combat the varied emission
from the diesel engines results in an excessively costly
system that, in general, lacks widespread viability for
commercial vehicles and smaller vehicles for the private
motorist.
[0015] By way of further background, EP1350932 dis-
closes a diesel engine system having an exhaust gas
treatment arrangement incorporating a HC absorption
three-way catalytic converter, a NOx trapping catalytic
converter and a diesel particulate filter. Also, EP1057983
discloses a diesel engine system having an exhaust gas
treatment arrangement incorporating a three-way cata-
lytic converter, a hydrocarbon trap downstream of the
three-way catalytic converter, a Nox trap downstream of
the hydrocarbon trap and an electrically heated catalytic
converter located between the hydrocarbon trap and the
NOx trap.
[0016] It is an object of the invention to provide a diesel
engine system that avoids or at least mitigates some of
the problems explained above.

Summary of the Invention

[0017] It is against this background that the invention
provides a compression-ignition engine system accord-
ing to claim 1 and having a compression-ignition engine,
an exhaust passage and an exhaust gas treatment ar-
rangement, wherein the exhaust gas treatment arrange-
ment comprises a three-way catalytic converter.
[0018] The compression-ignition internal combustion
engine system further comprises an engine control sys-
tem configured to operate the engine in a substantially
stoichiometric combustion mode over a predetermined
range of engine load.
The primary advantage of the invention over alternative
emission management systems for compression-ignition
engines is its simplicity. For example, the three-way cat-
alytic converter is technically less complex than an SCR
system which requires urea storage, supply and cooling
sub-systems. This reduction in complexity results in a
reduced weight and cost of the engine system as a whole.
This confers a further benefit in terms of engine fuel econ-
omy.
In order for the three-way catalytic converter to operate
at or near to its optimum efficiency, it is preferred to op-
erate the compression-ignition internal combustion en-
gine within a small window around the stoichiometric
air/fuel ratio. Since this is not a natural way of operating
a diesel engine, without incurring significant drawbacks
in terms of fuel consumption and particulate emissions,
a specific control regime is necessary.

[0019] Therefore, in the invention the engine is oper-
ated so as to control the flow rate of gases into one or
more combustion chamber of the engine and/or to control
the injection of fuel into said one or more combustion
chambers to provide stoichiometric combustion over a
predetermined range of engine load. For example, in a
first mode, at low engine loads, the engine is operated
at high EGR rates under normal diesel combustion to
reduce NOx emissions, in a second mode, at medium to
high engine loads, the engine is operated under stoichi-
ometric conditions where NOx emissions can be reduced
by way of the three-way catalytic converter and, in a third
mode, under very high engine loads and/or engine
speeds, the engine is operated under normal diesel com-
bustion conditions and low EGR rates to obtain maximum
torque.
Furthermore, in order to control the engine to operate in
a narrow range of air/fuel ratio in certain engine condi-
tions, the engine control system is configured such that
the engine may be operated in an air-lead mode whereby
the intake air flow rate is controlled to achieve a demand-
ed torque and an amount of fuel injected is controlled to
obtain a target air/fuel ratio based upon the intake air flow
rate.
[0020] The exhaust sub-system also comprises a die-
sel particulate filter located downstream of the three-way
catalytic converter in a direction of exhaust gas flow. The
placement of the particulate filter ensures that in addition
to the removal of hydrocarbons, nitrogen oxides and car-
bon monoxides from the exhaust flow, the system also
removes particulate matter from the exhaust gas flow to
a high degree of efficiency. Furthermore, being placed
downstream of the three-way catalytic converter ensures
that the particulate filter is located in a beneficial envi-
ronment in terms of exhaust temperature. A further ben-
efit is that during lean operating conditions, the three-
way catalytic converter functions in a similar manner to
a diesel oxidation catalyst and as such can create heat
via an exothermic reaction which helps increase exhaust
gas temperature for regeneration of the particulate filter.
A first oxygen sensor (also known as a lambda sensor
or probe) may be disposed in the exhaust passage down-
stream of the engine but upstream of the three-way cat-
alytic converter in order to monitor the constituent ex-
haust gases and so enable the accurate control of the
air/fuel ratio supplied to the cylinders of the engine such
that optimum performance of the three-way catalytic con-
verter can be maintained.
In a further embodiment, the system may also include an
oxygen sensor disposed downstream of the three-way
catalytic converter but upstream of the diesel particular
filter. Positioning a further oxygen sensor in the exhaust
system in this way permits precise trimming of the engine
air/fuel ratio since downstream of the catalytic converter,
the real air/fuel ratio can be measured more precisely as
all of the fuel has reacted with the free oxygen. Further-
more, this secondary oxygen sensor permits the use of
diagnostic functions which are based on the oxygen stor-
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age capacity of the three-way catalytic converter. The
oxygen storage capacity of the catalytic converter is in-
dicative of how efficiently it is operating. As the oxygen
storage capacity decreases over time, the conversion
efficiency of the catalytic converter will also decrease.
The oxygen storage capacity of the catalytic converter is
measured by introducing a fluctuating air/fuel ratio about
stoichiometry at the inlet side of the converter which is
detected by the first oxygen sensor. When the converter
is operating correctly, it absorbs the excess oxygen re-
ceived during lean conditions and releases oxygen dur-
ing rich conditions. Thus, the second oxygen sensor will
see a substantially constant air/fuel ratio. However, the
second oxygen sensor will being to detect fluctuations in
the air fuel ratio when the oxygen storage functionality
of the converter degrades. The engine control unit mon-
itors the first and second oxygen sensors and may device
a health index of the catalytic converter bases on the
ratio of the signals from the first and second oxygen sen-
sors.
[0021] The oxygen sensor may be a binary oxygen
sensor or a wide-range oxygen sensor depending on the
trimming requirements. A wide range sensor enables the
oxygen content in the exhaust gas flow to be determined
over a wider range, but at greater cost, than a binary
oxygen sensor which outputs a signal that is indicative
of the air/fuel ratio being i) substantially equal to stoichi-
ometry, ii) rich or iii) lean.
[0022] In another embodiment, the exhaust sub-sys-
tem further includes a fuel injector disposed upstream of
the three-way catalytic converter, thus intermediate the
catalytic converter and the engine. This is advantageous
since it permits the engine to be run at leaner air/fuel
ratios than stoichiometic whilst providing a means to en-
rich the content of fuel within the exhaust gas so as to
improve the operation of the three-way catalytic convert-
er. In effect, the converter ’sees’ a richer mixture than
the current combustion mode of the engine. Moreover,
the provision of the further fuel injector avoids the in-
crease in particulate emissions that are generally asso-
ciated with operating a diesel engine under too rich a
combustion mode.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0023] In order that it may more readily be understood,
the invention will now be described, by way of example
only, with reference to the following drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a compression-
ignition internal combustion engine system in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the invention;

Figure 2 is a graph of engine load against engine
speed according to a method of operating the engine
system in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a compression-ignition internal combus-

tion engine system in accordance with a second em-
bodiment of the invention;

Figure 4 is a compression-ignition internal combus-
tion engine system in accordance with a third em-
bodiment of the invention; and

Figure 5 is a compression-ignition internal combus-
tion engine system in accordance with a fourth em-
bodiment of the invention.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments

[0024] In Figure 1 a compression-ignition internal com-
bustion engine 2 in accordance with the invention is
shown and includes an engine unit 4 to which is attached
an exhaust manifold 6 that collects the exhaust gas flow
from the individual cylinders of the engine (not shown)
and directs the gas flow into an exhaust passage or pipe
8. The exhaust passage 8 leads from the engine 4 to an
exhaust gas treatment arrangement 10.
[0025] The exhaust gas treatment arrangement com-
prises a 3-way catalytic converter 12 and a diesel partic-
ulate filter (DPF) 14. The 3-way catalytic converter 12
serves to carry out the following treatment of the exhaust
gases output from the engine: firstly, it operates to reduce
nitrogen oxides (NOX) to nitrogen and oxygen; secondly,
it operates to oxidize carbon monoxide to carbon dioxide;
and, thirdly, it operates to oxidize hydrocarbons to carbon
dioxide and water.
[0026] The diesel particulate filter 14 serves to reduce
the level of particulate matter and soot that is entrained
in the exhaust gas flow and which is not reduced by the
3-way catalytic converter 14. Such a particulate filter is
known in the art and may take the form of, for example,
a cordierite wall flow filter or a silicon carbide wall flow
filter. Downstream of the particulate filter 14 is an exhaust
outlet nozzle 15 from which the treated exhaust gas flow
exits the engine system 2 to the outside environment.
[0027] Attached to the exhaust passage 8 between the
engine and the 3-way catalytic converter 12 is an oxygen
sensor 16. The oxygen sensor 16, also known in the art
as a lambda probe/sensor is a linear sensor and is in-
serted into the exhaust passage 8 so as to measure the
concentration of oxygen remaining in the exhaust gas
flow. The oxygen sensor 16 may be a narrow band (also
known as a binary sensor) or, preferably, a wide band
sensor to provide an accurate measure of the oxygen
content of the exhaust gas. The oxygen sensor 16 pro-
vides a signal to an engine control system (not shown)
which enables the engine 4 to be controlled to ensure
efficient combustion processes and, thus, efficient oper-
ation of the 3-way catalytic converter 12.
[0028] The 3-way catalytic converter 12 operates most
efficiently when it receives exhaust gas flow from the en-
gine 4 during circumstance where the engine 4 is running
around the stoichiometric operating point, which corre-
sponds to an air/fuel ratio approximately between 14.6
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to 14.9 parts air to 1 part fuel for gasoline engines, and
approximately 20 to 40 parts air to 1 part fuel for diesel
engines.
[0029] When there is more oxygen than is required in
the air/fuel ratio, the engine system is said to be running
lean, in which the system is in an oxidizing condition. In
such circumstances the two oxidizing reactions of the 3-
way catalytic converter (converting carbon monoxide to
carbon dioxide and converting hydrocarbons to carbon
dioxide and water) are more efficient than the reducing
reaction (converting nitrogen oxides to nitrogen and ox-
ygen).
[0030] Conversely, when there is excessive fuel in the
air/fuel ratio, the engine system is said to be running rich
such that the reduction of nitrogen oxides is favoured at
the expense of a lower efficiency of the oxidizing reac-
tions.
[0031] Thus, in order for the 3-way catalytic converter
to be operated most efficiently for both oxidizing and re-
ducing reactions, it is necessary to operate the compres-
sion-ignition engine 4 at a stoichiometric operating point
for at least some of its engine operating regions.
[0032] Figure 2 exemplifies a method of operating a
diesel engine which is particularly beneficial in operation
of the engine system illustrated in the Figure 1. In a first
or low load mode (labeled mode ’A’) the engine is oper-
ated at very high EGR rates (typically greater than 50%)
under normal diesel combustion conditions (lean burn;
lambda >1) in order to reduce NOx emissions when the
engine is under comparatively low load - for example light
acceleration or substantially steady state cruising.
[0033] In the first engine mode, the operating charac-
teristics of the engine 4 are such that, particularly when
in PCCI mode (pre-mixed charge compression-ignition),
the engine NOx emissions are very low (approximately
in the region of less than 15 part per million (PPM)) such
that no or minimal after treatment of the exhaust gases
is required. Therefore, it is not necessary to operate the
engine 4 at stoichiometry in this low load area.
[0034] A second combustion mode (labeled mode ’B’)
prevails when the engine 4 is experiencing medium to
high engine loads, for example during moderate accel-
eration or high steady state cruising speeds. In the sec-
ond combustion mode, the engine is operated under sto-
ichiometric conditions. In this second mode, when the
engine 4 is working harder than in mode A, high EGR
rates are not achievable (since a greater amount of fresh
air is required for combustion) so under normal diesel
combustion conditions, the NOx output of the engine 4
increases significantly. In this region, therefore, the com-
bustion condition is modified such that the air/fuel ratio
becomes stoichiometric. Therefore, in this second region
the 3-way catalytic converter 12 operates at maximum
efficiency to reduce NOx content of the exhaust gases
as well as hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide. Moreo-
ver, the higher exhaust temperatures that go hand in
hand with a higher engine load facilitate efficient opera-
tion of the 3-way catalytic converter 12.

[0035] In order to make the diesel engine 4 run at sto-
ichiometry in the second mode with limited smoke emis-
sions, the engine 4 requires operation in a PCCI com-
bustion regime or in normal diesel combustion with high
EGR and potentially one or more after injections. How-
ever, running with after injections results in slightly wors-
ened fuel economy (in the region of 4 to 5%).
[0036] In a third combustion mode (labeled mode ’C’),
the engine 4 is operated under very high load and/or en-
gine speeds, for example during maximum acceleration
and very high cruising speeds. In this combustion mode
the engine 4 is operated under normal diesel combustion
conditions and low EGR so as to obtain maximum torque.
[0037] Referring once again to mode B described
above the engine 4 is operated under stoichiometric con-
ditions in order to maximize the efficiency of the 3-way
catalytic converter 12.
[0038] One way in which the engine 4 can be operated
in order to help maintain a desired value of lambda during
quasi/semi steady state conditions, is to operate the en-
gine 4 under a so-called "air lead" condition. In this con-
dition, the rate of EGR is calculated by the engine control
system such that there remains just enough fresh air for
the engine to produce the torque requested by the driver
at the desired air/fuel ratio. However, the EGR control
rate valve of the engine has only a finite response speed
such that in the event of rapidly fluctuating torque de-
mands, for example, due to slight changes of driver pedal
position or changes in road surface conditions, the EGR
valve cannot keep pace.
[0039] By way of explanation, in the case of a step
decrease in torque demand, the fuel that needs to be
injected also decreases in a step changer manner. In
order for the air/fuel ratio (lambda value) to remain at the
same desired value (preferably stoichiometry), the fresh
air into the must be decreased. This is achieved by the
EGR valve operating to circulate a greater amount of
exhaust gases from the exhaust side of the engine 4 back
into the air intake of the engine 4. However, this cannot
happen instantaneously so in the meantime the air/fuel
ratio departs significantly from the desired value.
[0040] In order to avoid any departure from the target
air/fuel ratio (in this case lambda = 1), the engine is op-
erated on the basis of an "air-lead" regime which permits
the air/fuel ratio to be controlled within tight boundaries
during steady state engine conditions.
[0041] When the engine is operated in accordance with
the air-lead regime, the desired air mass the flows into
the engine 4 is computed by the engine control system
as it is computed under normal diesel combustion con-
ditions and the desired air mass flow into the engine is
controlled by controlling the EGR rate. The fuel that is
actually injected into the engine is calculated from the
available fresh air and the desired air/fuel ratio.
[0042] The torque response of the air-lead regime is
limited to the response speed of the change in EGR value
so the air lead regime is operated during a limited range
of engine conditions. For example, when the engine 4 is
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operated in mode B in which a stoichiometric air/fuel ratio
is required, the quantity of fuel injected will be adjusted
to obtain the exact target air/fuel ratio based on the meas-
ured fresh air quantity entering the engine; in other words
the air ’leads’ the fuel. The calculated EGR rate will drive
the air/fuel ratio close to the desired air/fuel ratio and, in
theory, exactly to the target air/fuel ratio.
[0043] The engine control system calculates the air/fu-
el ratio that would be obtained if the desired fuel (which
is based on the torque demanded from the driver) was
injected into the available fresh air. If this calculated air/fu-
el ratio exceeds the target air/fuel ratio by a predeter-
mined, and calibratable, amount the air/lead regime is
disabled and the engine is operated in the ’fuel-lead’ re-
gime again until the actual air/fuel ratio returns to a pre-
determined threshold away from the desired air/fuel ratio.
[0044] The above control regime enables the actual
air/fuel ratio to follow the target air/fuel ratio precisely
where the dynamics of the torque changes requested by
the driver to not result in air/fuel ratios larger than a pre-
determined value.
[0045] A particular advantage of the system of the in-
vention over known compression-ignition internal com-
bustion engine systems that include exhaust gas treat-
ment strategies such as NOX absorber and/or SCR tech-
nology is its simplicity which, in turn reduces the overall
unit cost of the engine system. Furthermore, the place-
ment of the DPF 14 downstream of the 3-way catalytic
converter ensures beneficial environmental conditions
for the DPF 14 in terms of the temperature of the exhaust
gas flow when it reaches the DPF 14 and in terms of
exhaust gas compensation to reduce particulate emis-
sions.
[0046] In the embodiment of Figure 3, in which like
parts are denoted by like reference numerals, the com-
pression-ignition engine system 2 includes a further ox-
ygen sensor 18 disposed downstream of the 3-way cat-
alytic converter 12 but upstream of the DPF 14, that is
to say, between them. In this embodiment, the further
oxygen sensor 18 is a binary sensor which takes two
states in order to indicate the presence of a greater, or
lesser amount of oxygen than a predetermined threshold.
[0047] The purpose of the further oxygen sensor 18 is
to permit a finer degree of control over the air/fuel ratio
in order to ensure the most efficient operation of the 3-
way catalytic converter 12. In addition, the further oxygen
sensor 18 allows the engine control system to monitor
the amount of oxygen stored by the 3-way catalytic con-
verter 12 by comparing the response of the first oxygen
sensor 16 and the second oxygen sensor 18. Positioning
a further oxygen sensor in the exhaust system in this way
permits precise trimming of the engine air/fuel ratio since
downstream of the catalytic converter, the real air/fuel
ratio can be measured more precisely as all of the fuel
has reacted with the free oxygen. Furthermore, this sec-
ondary oxygen sensor permits the use of diagnostic func-
tions which are based on the oxygen storage capacity of
the three-way catalytic converter. The oxygen storage

capacity of the catalytic converter is indicative of how
efficiently it is operating. As the oxygen storage capacity
decreases over time, the conversion efficiency of the cat-
alytic converter will also decrease. The oxygen storage
capacity of the catalytic converter is measured by intro-
ducing a fluctuating air/fuel ratio about stoichiometry at
the inlet side of the converter which is detected by the
first oxygen sensor. When the converter is operating cor-
rectly, it absorbs the excess oxygen received during lean
conditions and releases oxygen during rich conditions.
Thus, the second oxygen sensor will see a substantially
constant air/fuel ratio. However, the second oxygen sen-
sor will being to detect fluctuations in the air fuel ratio
when the oxygen storage functionality of the converter
degrades. The engine control unit monitors the first and
second oxygen sensors and may device a health index
of the catalytic converter bases on the ratio of the signals
from the first and second oxygen sensors.
[0048] The second oxygen sensor 18 is a binary sensor
which provides a sufficient degree of analysis of the ex-
haust gas to permit diagnosis of the 3-way catalytic con-
verter 12. However, it should be appreciated that a wide-
band sensor could also be used here, albeit at a greater
cost. Alternatively, a NOX sensor could be located in this
position to measure the proportion of NOX in the exhaust
gas flow and therefore provide a direct indication of the
NOX-reducing function of the 3-way catalytic converter.
[0049] A further alternative embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown in Figure 4 in which like parts are denoted
by like reference numerals. In the embodiment of Figure
4, the engine system 2 is provided with a fuel injector 30
disposed in the exhaust passage 8 between the engine
4 and the 3-way catalytic converter 12. In this embodi-
ment, the compression-ignition internal combustion en-
gine 4 is able to be operated at leaner operating points
(less than stoichiometry) whilst the fuel injector 30 is used
to alter the composition of the exhaust gases so as to
ensure they are more balanced to optimize the operation
of the 3-way catalytic converter 12. This has the effect
of decreasing the generation of particulate emissions
(because less particulates are generated at a leaner
air/fuel ratio) whilst the 3-way catalytic converter 12 op-
erates at high efficiency to reduce emissions of nitrogen
oxide, carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons.
[0050] In Figure 5, in which a further alternative em-
bodiment is shown, the functionality of the 3-way catalytic
converter 12 and the DPF 14 are combined into a single
unitary diesel engine exhaust treatment package 40.
Such a combined catalytic converter and DPF package
40 provides benefits in terms of packaging, thermal man-
agement and costs. The issue of thermal management
is particularly important since the combined exhaust
treatment package 40 enables the temperature of the
diesel particulate filter 14 to be maintained at a high level
due to its proximity to the engine which is required for
regeneration purposes.
[0051] It will be appreciated that various alternatives
and modifications of the embodiments described above
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will be apparent to the skilled person.

Claims

1. A compression-ignition internal combustion engine
system (2) having a compression-ignition engine (4),
an exhaust passage (8) and an exhaust gas treat-
ment arrangement (10), wherein the exhaust gas
treatment arrangement (10) comprises a catalyzing
device being a three-way catalytic converter (12) and
a diesel particulate filter (14) located downstream of
the three-way catalytic converter (12) in a direction
of exhaust gas flow, and further comprising an en-
gine control system operable to determine a target
air/fuel ratio, the compression-ignition internal com-
bustion engine system (2) being characterized in
that the engine control system is further operable to
determine a calculated air/fuel ratio, the calculated
air/fuel ratio being that which would be obtained if
the desired fuel based on the torque demanded was
injected into the available fresh air, and
in that the engine control system is configured to
operate the engine in a substantially stoichiometric
combustion mode over a predetermined range of en-
gine load, by operating the engine so as to control
the flow rate of gases into one or more combustion
chambers of the engine and/or to control the injection
of fuel into said one or more combustion chambers
to provide stoichiometric combustion over the pre-
determined range of engine load, and in that
the engine control system is further configured such
that, in the substantially stoichiometric combustion
mode, the engine is operated in an air-lead mode
whereby the intake air flow rate is controlled to
achieve a demanded torque and an amount of fuel
injected is controlled to obtain the target air/fuel ratio
based upon the intake air flow rate, during engine
conditions where the calculated air/fuel ratio does
not exceed the target air/fuel ratio by more than a
predetermined amount,
and the engine is operated in a fuel-lead mode during
conditions of rapid changes in torque demand in
which the fuel injected in the combustion chambers
is controlled to achieve a demanded torque in cir-
cumstances where the calculated air/fuel ratio ex-
ceeds the target air/fuel ratio by more than a prede-
termined amount.

2. A compression-ignition internal combustion engine
system according to any one of claim 1 wherein the
exhaust gas treatment arrangement (10) includes a
first oxygen sensor (16) disposed in the exhaust pas-
sage (8) downstream of the engine (4) and upstream
of the three-way catalytic converter (12) in order to
monitor the constituent exhaust gases and so enable
the accurate control of the air/fuel ratio supplied to
the engine (4) such that optimum performance of the

three-way catalytic converter (12) can be main-
tained.

3. A compression-ignition internal combustion engine
system according to any one of claims 1 to 2, wherein
the exhaust gas treatment system (10) includes a
second oxygen sensor (18) disposed downstream
of the three-way catalytic converter (12) and up-
stream of the diesel particular filter (14).

4. A compression-ignition internal combustion engine
system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, further
including a fuel injector (30) disposed upstream of
the three-way catalytic converter (12) to inject fuel
into the exhaust passage (8).

5. A compression-ignition internal combustion engine
system according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the three-way catalytic converter (12) and the diesel
particulate filter (14) are combined into a single unit
(40).

Patentansprüche

1. Kompressionszündungs-Verbrennungsmotorsys-
tem (2) mit einem Kompressionszündungsmotor (4),
einem Abgaskanal (8) und einer Abgasbehand-
lungsanordnung (10), wobei die Abgasbehand-
lungsanordnung (10) eine katalysierende Vorrich-
tung, die ein Dreiwegekatalysator (12) ist, und einen
Dieselpartikelfilter (14) aufweist, der sich stromab-
wärts des Dreiwegekatalysators (12) in einer Rich-
tung eines Abgasstroms befindet, und weiter aufwei-
send ein Motorsteuersystem, das betriebsfähig ist
zum Bestimmen eines Soll-Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhält-
nisses, wobei das Kompressionszündungs-Ver-
brennungsmotorsystem (2) dadurch gekennzeich-
net ist, dass das Motorsteuersystem weiter be-
triebsfähig ist zum Bestimmen eines berechneten
Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnisses, wobei das berechnete
Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnisses dasjenige ist, das er-
langt würde, wenn der Soll-Kraftstoff, basierend auf
dem geforderten Drehmoment, in die verfügbare
Frischluft eingespritzt würde, und
dadurch, dass das Motorsteuersystem konfiguriert
ist für einen Betrieb des Motors in einem im Wesent-
lichen stöchiometrischen Verbrennungsmodus über
einen vorgegebenen Bereich einer Motorlast durch
Betrieb des Motors derart, um die Strömungsrate
von Gasen in eine oder mehrere Verbrennungskam-
mern des Motors zu steuern und/oder die Einsprit-
zung von Kraftstoff in die eine oder mehreren Ver-
brennungskammern zu steuern, um eine stöchiome-
trische Verbrennung über den vorgegebenen Be-
reich der Motorlast vorzusehen, und dadurch, dass
das Motorsteuersystem weiter derart konfiguriert ist,
dass in dem im Wesentlichen stöchiometrischen
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Verbrennungsmodus der Motor in einem Luft-Füh-
rung- bzw. Lead-Modus betrieben wird, wodurch die
Einlass-Luftströmungsrate gesteuert wird, um ein
gefordertes Drehmoment zu erreichen, und eine
Menge an eingespritztem Kraftstoff gesteuert wird,
um das Soll-Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnis basierend auf
der Einlass-Luftströmungsrate zu erlangen, wäh-
rend Motorbedingungen, bei denen das berechnete
Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnis das Soll-Luft/Kraftstoff-
Verhältnis nicht um mehr als einen vorgegebenen
Betrag übersteigt,
und der Motor in einem Luft-Lead-Modus während
Bedingungen von schnellen Änderungen eines
Drehmomentbedarfs betrieben wird, in dem der in
die Verbrennungskammern eingespritzte Kraftstoff
gesteuert wird, um ein gefordertes Drehmoment bei
Bedingungen zu erreichen, bei denen das berech-
nete Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnis das Soll-Luft/Kraft-
stoff-Verhältnis um mehr als einen vorgegebenen
Betrag übersteigt.

2. Ein Kompressionszündungs-Verbrennungsmotor-
system gemäß einem von Anspruch 1, wobei die Ab-
gasbehandlungsanordnung (10) einen ersten Sau-
erstoffsensor (16) aufweist, der in dem Abgaskanal
(8) stromabwärts des Motors (4) und stromaufwärts
des Dreiwegekatalysators (12) angeordnet ist, um
die Abgasbestandteile zu überwachen und so die
genaue Steuerung des dem Motor (4) zugeführten
Luft/Kraftstoff-Verhältnisses derart zu ermöglichen,
dass eine optimale Leistung des Dreiwegekatalysa-
tors (12) beibehalten werden kann.

3. Ein Kompressionszündungs-Verbrennungsmotor-
system gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 2, wobei
das Abgasbehandlungssystem (10) einen zweiten
Sauerstoffsensor (18) umfasst, der stromabwärts
des Dreiwegekatalysators (12) und stromaufwärts
des Dieselpartikelfilters (14) angeordnet ist.

4. Ein Kompressionszündungs-Verbrennungsmotor-
system gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, das
weiter einen Kraftstoffinjektor (30) umfasst, der
stromaufwärts des Dreiwegekatalysators (12) ange-
ordnet ist, um Kraftstoff in den Abgaskanal (8) ein-
zuspritzen.

5. Ein Kompressionszündungs-Verbrennungsmotor-
system gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei
der Dreiwegekatalysator (12) und der Dieselpartikel-
filter (14) in einer einzigen Einheit (40) kombiniert
sind.

Revendications

1. Système d’un moteur à combustion interne à allu-
mage par compression (2) ayant un moteur à allu-

mage par compression (4), un passage d’échappe-
ment (8) et un agencement de traitement de gaz
d’échappement (10), dans lequel l’agencement de
traitement de gaz d’échappement (10) comprend un
dispositif catalyseur qui est un convertisseur cataly-
tique à trois voies (12) et un filtre à particules diesel
(14) situé en aval du convertisseur catalytique à trois
voies (12) dans une direction de l’écoulement des
gaz d’échappement, et comprenant en outre un sys-
tème de commande moteur dont la fonction est de
déterminer un rapport cible air/carburant, le système
de moteur à combustion interne à allumage par com-
pression (2) étant caractérisé en ce que le système
de commande moteur a en outre pour fonction de
déterminer un rapport calculé air/carburant, le rap-
port calculé air/carburant étant celui qui serait obtenu
si le carburant désiré, basé sur le couple demandé,
était injecté dans l’air frais disponible, et
en ce que le système de commande moteur est con-
figuré pour faire fonctionner le moteur dans un mode
de combustion sensiblement stoechiométrique sur
une plage prédéterminée de charge moteur, en fai-
sant fonctionner le moteur de manière à commander
le débit des gaz qui entre dans une ou plusieurs
chambres de combustion du moteur et/ou à com-
mander l’injection du carburant dans lesdites une ou
plusieurs chambres de combustion pour assurer une
combustion stoechiométrique sur la plage prédéter-
minée de charge moteur, et en ce que
le système de commande moteur est en outre con-
figuré de telle façon que, dans le mode de combus-
tion sensiblement stoechiométrique,
le moteur est amené à fonctionner dans un mode
basé sur l’air dans lequel le débit d’air à l’admission
est commandé pour atteindre un couple demandé
et une quantité de carburant injecté est commandée
pour obtenir le rapport cible air/carburant sur la base
du débit d’air à l’admission, pendant des conditions
du moteur dans lesquelles le rapport calculé air/car-
burant n’excède pas le rapport cible air/carburant de
plus d’une quantité prédéterminée,
et le moteur est amené à fonctionner dans un mode
basé sur le carburant dans lequel le débit d’air à l’ad-
mission est commandé pour obtenir un couple de-
mandé et une quantité de carburant injecté est com-
mandée pour obtenir le rapport cible air/carburant
sur la base du débit d’air à l’admission, pendant des
conditions du moteur dans lesquelles le rapport cal-
culé air/carburant n’excède pas le rapport cible
air/carburant de plus d’une quantité prédéterminée,
et le moteur est mis en fonctionnement dans un mo-
de basé sur le carburant pendant des conditions de
changement rapide de demande de couple dans les-
quelles le carburant injecté dans les chambres de
combustion est commandé pour atteindre un couple
demandé dans des circonstances dans lesquelles
le rapport calculé air/carburant excède le rapport ci-
ble air/carburant de plus d’une quantité prédétermi-
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née.

2. Système de moteur à combustion interne à allumage
par compression selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel l’agencement de traitement de gaz d’échappe-
ment (10) inclut un premier capteur d’oxygène (16)
disposé dans le passage d’échappement (8) en aval
du moteur (4) et en amont du convertisseur cataly-
tique à trois voies (12) afin de surveiller les consti-
tuants du gaz d’échappement et ainsi permettre la
commande précise du rapport air/carburant alimenté
au moteur (4), de sorte que des performances opti-
males du convertisseur catalytique à trois voies (12)
peuvent être maintenues.

3. Système de moteur à combustion interne à allumage
par compression selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 et 2, dans lequel le système de traitement
de gaz d’échappement (10) inclut un second capteur
d’oxygène (18) disposé en aval du convertisseur ca-
talytique à trois voies (12) et en amont dudit filtre à
particules diesel (14).

4. Système de moteur à combustion interne à allumage
par compression selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 3, incluant en outre un injecteur de car-
burant (30) disposé en amont du convertisseur ca-
talytique à trois voies (12) pour injecter du carburant
dans le passage d’échappement (8).

5. Système de moteur à combustion interne à allumage
par compression selon l’une quelconque des reven-
dications 1 à 4, dans lequel le convertisseur cataly-
tique à trois voies (12) et le filtre à particules diesel
(14) sont combinés dans une unique unité (40).
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