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(54) DRIVER ASSISTANCE SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR OBJECT DETECTION AND NOTIFICATION

(57) The present disclosure relates to systems, de-
vices and methods for object detection and notification
by a driver assistance system of a vehicle. In one em-
bodiment, a method includes receiving image data de-
tected and detecting at least one object in the image data.
The method may include detecting objects by performing
a feature extraction operation on the image data to iden-
tify one or more image areas, and performing a second
extraction operation on the image data to identify one or

more image areas based on modeled thermal feature
training. The method may also include identifying objects
in the image data based on a comparison of one or more
image areas of the feature extraction operation and sec-
ond extraction operation. The method may also include
outputting a display of the image data detected by the
image sensor including one or more graphical elements
as a notification for detected objects.



EP 3 506 169 A2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to electronic de-
vices and applications, and more particularly to process-
es and configurations for detecting objects and present-
ing notifications by a vehicle driver assistance system.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Safe operation of a vehicle is a primary concern
for many vehicle operators. As such, technical develop-
ments have been directed to systems focused on acci-
dent prevention and safe operation. Advances in tech-
nology have led to assistance systems that provide
alerts. Optical imaging devices (e.g., cameras, etc.) and
conventional driver assist systems may not provide ad-
equate information to a user due to lighting conditions,
weather and other environmental features. In addition,
although different types of sensors may be employed in
conventional applications, such as thermal imaging,
these systems and sensing devices are either too expen-
sive or limited in their operation. Thermal sensors may
not be able to detect objects which do not have a thermal
gradient compared to their surrounding and may not pro-
vide an adequate ability to detect objects. There is a de-
sire for improved operation of vehicle detection systems.
There also exists a desire for driver assist systems that
overcome one or more limitations of conventional sys-
tems.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0003] Disclosed and claimed herein are methods, de-
vices and systems for object detection and notification
by a driver assistance system. One embodiment is di-
rected to a method including receiving, by a module of a
vehicle driver assistance unit, image data detected by an
image sensor mounted to a vehicle. The method also
includes detecting, by the module of the vehicle driver
assistance unit, at least one object in the image data.
Detecting the at least one object includes performing a
feature extraction operation on the image data detected
by the image sensor to identify one or more image areas,
performing a second extraction operation on the image
data detected by the image sensor to identify one or more
image areas based on modeled thermal feature training,
and identifying one or more objects in the image data
based on a comparison of one or more image areas of
the feature extraction operation and second extraction
operation. The method also includes outputting, by the
module of the vehicle driver assistance unit, display the
image data detected by the image sensor including one
or more graphical elements to identify the at least one
object.
[0004] In one embodiment, image data received by the
module is captured by an optical image sensor config-

ured to output color model based representation of video
image data.
[0005] In one embodiment, detecting at least one ob-
ject includes detection of one or more of a person, pe-
destrian, vehicle, roadway, lane marker, hazard and ob-
jects in front of the vehicle.
[0006] In one embodiment, the feature extraction op-
eration includes processing received image data based
on one or more of image enhancement, edge detection,
filtering and region analysis to identify the one or more
objects.
[0007] In one embodiment, the second extraction op-
eration to identify one or more image areas based on
modeled thermal feature training includes comparison of
received image data to thermal model references learned
by the module, wherein each thermal reference relates
to one or more of a modeled representation of an object,
object portion and thermal characteristic.
[0008] In one embodiment, identifying one or more ob-
jects in the image data includes modifying regions iden-
tified by the feature extraction operation based on deter-
minations of the second extraction operation, and track-
ing one or more features in the image data based on the
modified regions.
[0009] In one embodiment, identifying one or more ob-
jects includes detecting artifacts in the image data asso-
ciated with thermal characteristics in the image data.
[0010] In one embodiment, identifying includes con-
version of received image data to a binary gradient for
performing at least one of the feature extraction and sec-
ond feature extraction.
[0011] In one embodiment, outputting includes gener-
ating one or more of bounding regions and icon elements
associated with identified objects detected in the image
data.
[0012] In one embodiment, the method also includes
receiving thermal characteristic models for a plurality of
object types and utilizing the thermal characterize models
for the second parameter extraction parameters, wherein
the thermal characteristic models provide one or more
search targets for identification of objects in image data.
[0013] Another embodiment is directed to a vehicle
driver assist module including an image sensor to detect
image data, and an object detection module coupled to
the image sensor. The object detection module includes
a processor configured to receive image data detected
by the image sensor and detect at least one object in the
image data. The processor is configured to detect the at
least one object including perform a feature extraction
operation on the image data detected by the image sen-
sor to identify one or more image areas, perform a second
extraction operation on the image data detected by the
image sensor to identify one or more image areas based
on modeled thermal feature training, and identify one or
more objects in the image data based on a comparison
of one or more image areas of the feature extraction op-
eration and second extraction operation. The processor
is also configured to output the image data detected by
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the image sensor including one or more graphical ele-
ments to identify at least one object.
[0014] Other aspects, features, and techniques will be
apparent to one skilled in the relevant art in view of the
following detailed description of the embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The features, objects, and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent from the
detailed description set forth below when taken in con-
junction with the drawings in which like reference char-
acters identify correspondingly throughout and wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts a graphical representation of object
detection and notification by a driver assistance sys-
tem of a vehicle according to one or more embodi-
ments;

FIG. 2 depicts a process for object detection and
notification by a driver assistance system of a vehicle
according to one or more embodiments;

FIG. 3 depicts a diagram of a vehicle unit according
to one or more embodiments;

FIG. 4 depicts graphical representation of object de-
tection and notification according to one or more em-
bodiments;

FIGs. 5A-5B depict flow diagrams for training proce-
dures for object detection and notification according
to one or more other embodiments;

FIG. 5C depicts a flow diagram for object detection
and notification according to one or more other em-
bodiments;

FIG. 6 depicts a process for object detection and
notification according to one or more embodiments;
and

FIG. 7 depicts a process for object detection and
notification according to one or more other embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EM-
BODIMENTS

[0016] One aspect of the disclosure is directed to a
vehicle system to acquire data for a surrounding envi-
ronment. In one embodiment, a system is configured to
detect objects using an image sensor (e.g., camera) with-
out the necessity of high costs assistive data devices
such as thermal cameras. The system includes an im-
aging device, objection detection and notification mod-
ule, and a vehicle output device to provide notifications.
The system may be a part of or employed by vehicle

assistance system, infotainment system, and vehicle
system in general. The system may be configured to iden-
tify various objects present in scene and localize them
by super-imposing a bounding box, or other graphical
element, over each detected object.
[0017] In one embodiment, a process is provided for
object detection and notification. The process may in-
clude performing a feature extraction operation on the
image data detected by the image sensor to identify one
or more image areas, performing a second extraction
operation on the image data to identify one or more image
areas based on modeled thermal feature training, and
identifying one or more objects in the image data based
on a comparison of the feature extraction and second
extraction operations. The process also includes output-
ting one or more notifications either with or separately
from detected image data. Processes described herein
may be applied to optical image devices (e.g., digital cam-
eras, etc.) for detecting image and video content. The
processes may provide an ordered series of functions
performed by vehicle hardware to enhance detection and
improve operation of a vehicle assist system and devices.
Processes described herein may be directed to low vis-
ibility conditions as a result of one or more of low-light,
directed light (e.g., high beams, etc.), glare and weather
conditions (e.g., haze, fog, high temperature, etc.). Proc-
esses described herein may be employed by device and
system configurations and can include the use of training
and learning algorithms for object detection.
[0018] As used herein, the terms "a" or "an" shall mean
one or more than one. The term "plurality" shall mean
two or more than two. The term "another" is defined as
a second or more. The terms "including" and/or "having"
are open ended (e.g., comprising). The term "or" as used
herein is to be interpreted as inclusive or meaning any
one or any combination. Therefore, "A, B or C" means
"any of the following: A; B; C; A and B; A and C; B and
C; A, B and C". An exception to this definition will occur
only when a combination of elements, functions, steps
or acts are in some way inherently mutually exclusive.
[0019] Reference throughout this document to "one
embodiment," "certain embodiments," "an embodiment,"
or similar term means that a particular feature, structure,
or characteristic described in connection with the embod-
iment is included in at least one embodiment. Thus, the
appearances of such phrases in various places through-
out this specification are not necessarily all referring to
the same embodiment. Furthermore, the particular fea-
tures, structures, or characteristics may be combined in
any suitable manner on one or more embodiments with-
out limitation.
[0020] Referring now to the figures, FIG. 1 depicts a
graphical representation of object detection and notifica-
tion by a driver assistance system of a vehicle according
to one or more embodiments. System 100 of FIG. 1 is a
driver assist system for a vehicle. According to one em-
bodiment, system 100 is configured to detect objects
based on image data captured by an imaging sensor,
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such as a camera, mounted to a vehicle. System 100 is
configured to provide notifications based on detected ob-
jects. System 100 may be an intelligent system for a ve-
hicle that acquires data about a surrounding environment
through various sensors and processes the data using
pre-trained algorithms to take decisions at required tasks.
System 100 provides a method for designing efficient
scene understanding systems for low-lighting conditions
without the necessity of the high-cost thermal cameras
(assistive data) during the deployment phase. System
100 can compensate for the lack of assistive data during
the deployment phase by training a learning algorithm in
which parameters are tuned to achieve the best possible
object detection. In one embodiment, system 100 may
be trained using both primary and assistive data for object
detection. During deployment, system 100 may be only
provided primary data for training the algorithm and as-
sign it a task of mimicking the features predicted by the
model in the first phase. This encourages the algorithm
to extract patterns learned by the model in the first phase
even when it is limited to primary data.
[0021] According to one embodiment, system 100 in-
cludes image sensor 105, object detection module 110
and vehicle output 115. FIG. 1 also depicts an exemplary
representation of driver assist system output 120. Output
120 may include one or more notifications of detected
objects. As will be discussed below, output notifications
may be presented by one or more display and/or output
elements of a vehicle.
[0022] According to one embodiment, image sensor
105 relates to an image sensor mounted to a vehicle to
detect objects. In one embodiment, image sensor 105 is
a camera configured to detect and output image data,
such as video data. In one embodiment, image sensor
105 relates to an optical sensor. Image sensor 105 out-
puts detected image data to object detection module 110.
Image sensor 105 may relate to a photoelectric sensor
generating color image output using sensor areas that
detect red (R), green (G) and blue (B) components
(RGB). Image sensor 105 outputs may be one of a single
chip or multiple chip configuration to detect each color
component.
[0023] In one embodiment, image sensor 105 may be
mounted on the front of the vehicle to detect objects as-
sociated with the vehicle’s main direction of travel. As
such, image sensor 105 may captures video image data
outside of a vehicle, such as in a front area of a vehicle
associated with a roadway. Object detection module 110
is configured to receive detected image data and detect
one or more objects by processing the captured image
data. Object detection module 110 is also configured to
output image output for display in the vehicle to a vehicle
output 115 such that the display output may include one
or more notifications. According to one embodiment, im-
age sensor 105 relates to a digital camera configured to
optically detect and capture image data. Exemplary
frame detection rates of image sensor 105 may be one
or more frame detection rates, including but not limited

to 60 Hz, 120 Hz, 240 Hz, etc.
[0024] According to one embodiment, object detection
module 110 is configured detect objects based on one
or more feature extractions. According to one embodi-
ment, object detection module 110 may modeled thermal
feature training for detection of objects in image data cap-
tured by an optical image sensor (e.g., without the use
of a thermal imaging device). According to another em-
bodiment, object detection module 110 may compare im-
age areas from the feature extractions to identify objects
either not detectable or difficult to detect in image data
alone. Image enhancement module 110 may also be con-
figured to present graphical elements to indicate detected
objects to an operator of the vehicle.
[0025] As discussed herein, objects may relate to fixed
and non-fixed (e.g., moving, non-permanent, etc.) ob-
jects. Thermal attributes of objects may be stored by sys-
tem 100 and utilized to identify objects using optical im-
age data. According to one embodiment, object detection
module 110 may be configured for operation under one
or more of low-light, directed light (e.g., high beams, etc.),
glare and weather conditions (e.g., haze, fog, high tem-
perature, etc.). Object detection module 110 may be con-
figured to detect objects and present graphical elements
to indicate detected objects to an operator of the vehicle.
[0026] Object detection module 110 may be pre-
trained as described below in FIGs. 5A-5B to extracting
both RGB features and pseudo-thermal features using
the video captured from RGB sensors alone. Joint fea-
tures produced by system 100 are used to detect various
objects present in the view-field of the driver.
[0027] According to one embodiment, vehicle output
115 relates to one or more of a display, audible output,
projection and output in general to notify an operator of
a vehicle of a detected object. As shown in FIG. 1, output
120 relates to a graphical representation of displays
1251-n and notifications 1301-n. Output 120 may be pre-
sented on one or more displays, such as a heads-up
display 1251, instrument display 1252, and media con-
sole display 125n. Each display may be configured to
present a notification which may relate to a graphical el-
ement such as an icon, warning light, bounding dis-
play(s), etc. Displays 1251-n may be part of a vehicle
infotainment system to present one or more of image
data, object indicators and representations of a scene
detected by image sensor 105.
[0028] In one embodiment, vehicle output 115
presents visual/auditory notifications to a driver using an
infotainment system of the vehicle. In an exemplary em-
bodiment, the threshold for issuing notifications can be
user-specified or be based on standard practices. An ex-
ample of notifications could be a pedestrian in the pe-
riphery of driver’s vision who is about to cross the road
or a stray animal.
[0029] FIG. 2 depicts a process for object detection
and notification by a driver assistance system of a vehicle
according to one or more embodiments. Process 200
may be employed by a device, such as an object detec-
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tion module (e.g., object detection module 110) of a ve-
hicle driver assist system (e.g., system 100) and one or
more other components to detect objects and output im-
age data and notifications. According to one embodi-
ment, process 200 may be initiated by the object detec-
tion module of the driver assist system receiving image
data representing an outside of a vehicle at block 205.
Image data received at block 205 may relate to video
data captured by a front facing camera of the vehicle.
[0030] In one embodiment, image data received by the
module at block 205 is captured by an optical image sen-
sor configured to output color model based representa-
tion of video image data. The object detection module
may select frames or utilize all frames of received image
data for detection of objects. Process 200 may be direct-
ed to a single frame or combination of frames to detect
objects. In some embodiments, multiple frames of image
data received at block 205 may be processed concur-
rently for detection objects and /or output by the device.
[0031] At block 210, the object detection module de-
tects at least one object in the image data. In one em-
bodiment, detecting the at least one object includes per-
forming a feature extraction operation on the image data
detected by the image sensor to identify one or more
image areas, and performing a second extraction oper-
ation on the image data detected by the image sensor to
identify one or more image areas based on modeled ther-
mal feature training. The object detection module identi-
fies one or more objects in the image data based on a
comparison of one or more image areas of the feature
extraction operation and second extraction operation.
One way of performing feature extraction from the image
at block 210 can include using a variant of neural network,
such as one or more of a feed-forward neural network,
convolutional neural network, and recurrent neural net-
work.
[0032] In one embodiment, detecting an object at block
210 includes detection of one or more of a person, pe-
destrian, vehicle, roadway, lane marker, hazard and ob-
jects in front of the vehicle. Process 200 examines objects
on the surface of travel (e.g., potholes, obstacles, debris,
etc.) and in the direction of travel. To detect objects, im-
age data may be corrected or processed. In addition, one
or more extractions or modifications may be performed
in parallel by a processor of the module. In one embod-
iment, one or more operations may be performed on re-
ceived image data, such as a feature extraction operation
is performed at block 210. The feature extraction opera-
tion can includes processing received image data based
on one or more of image enhancement, edge detection,
filtering and region analysis to identify the one or more
objects. Image enhancement may include improvement
of the pixel data, removal of artifacts, corrections (e.g.,
light correction, glare removal, error removal, etc.). In
one embodiment, edge detection relates to detection of
objects by detecting the edge of a shape within the image
data. One or more frames may be employed to identify
a shape through edge detection, the shape may then be

tracked or detected through a series of frames. Filtering
can include one or more imaging operations to selectively
remove or select characteristics of the image data. Re-
gion analysis may include comparison of regions in a
frame to other regions within the same frame or another
frame to detect an object. Edge detection, filtering and/or
region analysis may be performed using learned filters
of a convolutional neural network or variant of a convo-
lutional neural network.
[0033] According to another embodiment, block 210
may include a second extraction operation to identify one
or more image areas based on modeled thermal feature
training. By way of example, received image data may
be compared to thermal model references learned by an
object detection module. Areas which match or show a
particular degree of similarity may be identified. In certain
embodiments, each thermal reference relates to one or
more of a modeled representation of an object, object
portion and thermal characteristic. By way of example, a
modeled representation of pedestrian may include a
shape profile for a pedestrian walking towards, away,
transverse in either direction (e.g., left to right, and right
to left), wherein the model representation may be
matched to image data in one or more sizes. Alternatively
or in combination, modeled representations relate to
characteristics of objects with parameters filtered to a
light range or light ranges which improve detection of
shapes. Thermal characteristic models for a plurality of
object types may be received by the object detection
module which can then utilize the thermal characterize
models for the second parameter extraction parameters.
The thermal characteristic models can provide one or
more search targets for identification of objects in image
data. In one embodiment, the thermal characteristic mod-
els relate to parameters that can be detected in optical
image data without the need for thermal detection of the
current scene.
[0034] In one embodiment, the second feature extrac-
tion of block 210 includes identifying one or more objects
by detecting artifacts in the image data associated with
thermal characteristics in the image data. In one embod-
iment, a detection module may be trained to identify char-
acteristics of thermal properties in either raw or proc-
essed image data. By way of example, a thermal image
may identify a silhouette or heat signature in the infra red
(e.g., non visible) range. However, these characteristics
result in a shape or series of shapes, the shapes or out-
lines can be compared to detected image data and in
particular artifacts in the optical range to identify an ob-
ject.
[0035] In one embodiment, identification of objects in
block 210 includes conversion of received image data to
a binary gradient for performing at least one of the feature
extraction and second feature extraction. Image data re-
ceived at block 205 may be processed or modified using
one or more contrast levels, or inversion types, wherein
objects are detected by analysis of converted image data.
By conversion to a binary gradient, the object detection
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module may generate an image with varying light inten-
sities that allow for detection of an object. In one example
of a binary gradient, white pixels are inverted to become
black, and black pixels of the frame are inverted to be-
come white, etc. According to one embodiment, image
data is inverted to better detect dark objects or surfaces.
Other operations may include dehazing based on scene
radiance. Detection at block 210 can also include modi-
fying regions identified by the feature extraction operation
based on determinations of the second extraction oper-
ation, and tracking one or more features in the image
data based on the modified regions to identify one or
more objects in the image data includes.
[0036] Detection at block 210 for either the feature ex-
traction or second extraction may employ one or more
forms of image processing to detect an object. Block 210
may include performing one or more of an opening or
closing operation. Opening can include the dilation of pix-
el elements to remove objects from the foreground.
Opening can be used to find specific shapes or elements
that match a certain fit or corner. Detection at block 210
may also employ closing to remove small holes. Opening
and closing may both be used to remove noise from de-
tected image data.
[0037] In one embodiment, detection at block 210 may
include application of edge detection to image pixels.
Edge detection may include reading pixels of image data,
detection of a cell/shape, dilation of the cell/shape,
smoothing the shape and drawing an outline. One or
more of image equalization, binary gradients, pixel
grouping and frame by frame analysis may also be used
to detect objects.
[0038] At block 215, the vehicle driver assist system
outputs a display. In one embodiment, the display at block
215 includes image data received at block 205. By way
of example, the received image data from a front face
camera may be displayed on a vehicle display.
[0039] At block 220, the vehicle driver assist system
outputs one or more alerts or notifications. Block 220 can
include outputting for display the image data detected by
the image sensor including one or more graphical ele-
ments to identify the at least one object. In one embod-
iment, outputting includes generating one or more of
bounding regions and icon elements associated with
identified objects detected in the image data. Output at
blocks 215 and 220 allow for displaying the image data
detected by the image sensor including one or more
graphical elements to identify detected objects.
[0040] FIG. 3 depicts a diagram of a vehicle unit ac-
cording to one or more embodiments. Vehicle unit 300
includes processor 305, memory 310, and input/output
interface 315. In some embodiments, vehicle unit 300
may optionally include image detector 325. Vehicle unit
300 may be configured to receive, and/or capture image
data, and detect one or more objects in the image data.
[0041] Processor 305 may be configured to provide
one or more driver assistance functions, including con-
trolling presentation and notifications for a vehicle driver

assistance unit. According to one embodiment, proces-
sor 305 is configured to perform one or more operations,
such as the operations to output object detection notifi-
cations. Memory 310 may include ROM and RAM mem-
ory for operation of vehicle unit 300 and processor 305.
Input/output interface 315 may include one or more in-
puts or controls for operation of vehicle unit 300. Display
320 may relate to a vehicle display for presentation of
detected image data and one or more graphical elements
or notifications. Display 320 may present a control inter-
face for vehicle unit 300.
[0042] Optional image detector 325 may represent a
vehicle image sensor that may be part of vehicle unit 305.
In certain embodiments vehicle unit 300 may interface
with an image sensor separate from the vehicle unit. In
other embodiments, vehicle unit 300 may include an op-
tional image detector 325.
[0043] FIG. 4 depicts graphical representation of ob-
ject detection and notification according to one or more
embodiments. FIG. 4 depicts an elevated view of vehicle
405 from above and a detection area 410 from above.
FIG. 4 also depicts a side view of vehicle 405 with the
detection area shown from the side, generally referred
to as 450. According to one embodiment, vehicle 405
includes an image sensor, such as a camera, mounted
to the vehicle. The image sensor is configured to detect
image data associated with an area 420 in front or vehicle
405. In one embodiment, area 420 relates to a ground
surface in front of vehicle 405, such as section of a road-
way. An image sensor of vehicle 405 captures image
data of area 420, which is utilized to detect one or more
objects, such as a pothole, speed bump, or object in gen-
eral (e.g., roadway debris, etc.) in area 420. According
to one embodiment, detected objects may be associated
with a particular area of each frame in the image data,
shown as areas 425 and 430. As a vehicle moves closer
to the detected object, the position of areas 425 and 430
within area 420 will move closer to vehicle 405. According
to one embodiment, one or more notifications presented
by vehicle 405 can indicate the presence of objects in
areas 425 and 430.
[0044] According to one embodiment, an object detec-
tion module can detect elements of a driving surface and
objects on the driving surface. The objection detection
module can account for different types of surfaces. Al-
though shown as rectangular area 420, other shapes or
detection parameters may be employed, such as detec-
tion areas for curved roads.
[0045] Referring to the side view of vehicle 405 and
area 450, image data is also detected of objects within
a path 455 of the vehicle, such as a range from 0-100 ft
(0 - 30 m). The image sensor of vehicle 405 captures
image data of area 450, which is utilized to detect one or
more objects, such as pedestrians 4601-n in area 450.
According to one embodiment, detected objects may be
associated with a particular area of each frame in the
image data, shown as areas 4651-n for pedestrians
4601-n. As a vehicle moves closer to the detected object,
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the position of areas 4651-n within area 450 will move
closer to vehicle 405. According to one embodiment, one
or more notifications, such as notification 470, presented
by vehicle 405 can indicate the presence of objects in
areas 4601-n.
[0046] One or more notifications presented by vehicle
405 can indicate the presence of objects in areas 425,
430 and 450 relating to one or more of a person, pedes-
trian, vehicle, roadway, lane marker, hazard and objects
in front of the vehicle. In FIG. 4, rectangular shapes used
to depict objects, however, it should be appreciated that
one or more of shading, coloring, highlighting, and dis-
play of graphical images may be employed as notifica-
tions.
[0047] FIGs. 5A-5C depict flow diagrams for object de-
tection and notification according to one or more other
embodiments. According to one embodiment, processes
in FIGs. 5A-5B describe one or more mechanisms for
understanding scene information of detected image data.
According to one embodiment, process 500 of FIG. 5A
provides a learning phase for training a vehicle assist-
ance system to perform object detection. According to
another embodiment process 555 of FIG. 5B provides a
process to train detection of objects without the use of
an assistive sensor (e.g., thermal detection, non-optical
sensors of a vehicles environment, etc.).
[0048] Referring first to FIG. 5A, process 500 relates
to a training phase. According to one embodiment, proc-
ess 500 is not used by a vehicle assistance unit during
operation of a vehicle. Rather, process 500 may be em-
ployed to configure device operation for later use with
only optical image data as input. Process 500 includes
receiving RGB image data 505 (e.g., primary data) and
Thermal element data 510 (e.g., assistive data) by fea-
ture extraction module 515. According to one embodi-
ment, image data 505 and thermal element data 510 re-
late to an optical image (or data) and a thermal image
(or data) for the same scene.
[0049] Feature extraction module 515 includes RGB
feature extractor 520 to receive RGB image data 505 and
thermal feature extractor 525 to receive thermal element
data 510. RGB feature extractor 520 identifies one or
more elements and regions of interest. Similarly, thermal
feature extractor 525 identifies one or more regions of
interest based on the detected thermal data. Identified
regions are combined by combiner 530 and joint features
(e.g., RGB and thermal) are identified at block 535. In an
exemplary embodiment, RGB feature extractor may
identify one or more areas of interest in a frame or series
of frames based on feature extraction. The feature ex-
traction may be based on processed of modified image
data, wherein the image data is corrected, inverted, or
includes one more of color and pixel processing or filter-
ing. Thermal feature extractor 525 performs a thermal
feature extraction looking at thermally detected data for
one or more frames of thermal data associated with the
same time of detection as the optical frames. As a result
two sources of data are generated for the same scene

during the same time period. Combiner 530 provides the
two sets of data to joint features module 535 which match-
es areas of interest from the two sets of data based on
the location of elements within a frame.
[0050] According to one embodiment, module 540 re-
ceives joint features 535 and trains the system to use
features from both detected image data (e.g., RGB fea-
ture extractor) and data from thermal feature extractor.
Positive or matching feature identifications are identified
and learned by Identifications module 545. According to
another embodiment, module 540 receives joint features
535 and modifies the parameters employed by RGB fea-
ture extractor, such as thermal modeled parameters.
Correction module 550 is configured to provide feature
extraction module 515 with updates to modify the param-
eters of RGB feature extractor 520 when for areas of
objects identified by RGB feature extractor 520 which are
incorrectly identified.
[0051] In certain embodiments, several scenarios may
be modeled with process 500 to generate thermal mod-
eling parameters including identification of a pedestrian
at one or more distances, identification of objects in a
roadway, identification of other vehicles, etc. Process
500 of FIG. 5A allows for one or more parameters to be
employed by feature extraction module 515 and RGB
feature extractor 520 for object identification.
[0052] In one exemplary scenario of pedestrian detec-
tion in a low-light environment, both RGB and thermal
camera output for a scene may be utilized. The repre-
sentations of a pedestrian in both the images differ with
respect to color, texture, etc. However, the basic features
like shape, and contours will remain consistent. Thermal
camera output used in low light conditions can capture
an objects heat signature and can provide visibility as to
one or more of an objects shape, contours, image inten-
sity, etc. According to one embodiment, feature extrac-
tion module 515 can be trained to produce thermal like
output from a corresponding RGB image, and thus, elim-
inate the need for a thermal camera. Feature extraction
module 515 can also alert users about objects like pe-
destrian/cyclists/etc that are marginally visible in a low
light scene.
[0053] Referring now to FIG. 5B, process 555 de-
scribes a training procedure for an object detection mod-
ule.. Process 555 includes receiving RGB image data
505 (e.g., primary data). Received image data may relate
to image data captured from a front facing view from a
vehicle. Feature extraction module 516 includes RGB
feature extractor 520 and assistive extractor 556 to re-
ceive RGB image data 505. According to one embodi-
ment, RGB feature extractor 520 identifies one or more
elements and regions of interest in received image data
505. In one embodiment, RGB feature extractor 520 per-
forms a first feature extraction. Similarly, assistive ex-
tractor 556 identifies one or more regions of interest
based on the detected image data. Assistive extractor
556 performs a second extraction based on modeled
thermal parameters. Identified regions are combined by
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combiner 530 and module 557 detects one of more ob-
jects using image data and one or more modeled thermal
parameters. In module 557, one or more objects are de-
tected at block 558 based on joint features at block 559.
Errors between identified objects are provided to feature
extraction module 516 for incorrectly identified objects.
In an exemplary embodiment, RGB feature extractor may
identify one or more areas of interest in a frame or series
of frames based on feature extraction. The feature ex-
traction may be based on processed of modified image
data, wherein the image data is corrected, inverted, or
includes one more of color and pixel processing or filter-
ing.
[0054] According to another embodiment, module 557
may employ one or more learning algorithms to identify
objects of interest and enhance object detection. In one
embodiment, object identification enhances objects of in-
terest based on frame comparison. Once an object is
identified, further deep learning algorithms are used for
enhancing the object of interest. The object and/or graph-
ical elements may then be superimposed on the original
image data. Object enhancement may include prior
knowledge of static objects (road signs, potholes, etc.)
from available images or other data available to module
557.
[0055] According to one embodiment, process 555
may perform a second phase of training to compensate
for the lack of assistive data by guiding a learning algo-
rithm to extract patterns from primary data similar to those
extracted from primary + assistive data in process 500.
As illustrated process 500, the RGB and thermal features
extractors are trained to produce features useful for ob-
ject detection task from their corresponding data. These
extractors are trained by comparing their predictions with
the ground-truth annotation (accurately marked manual
annotation for the task) and correcting for the error. In
process 555, the thermal feature extractor is replaced
with a pseudo-thermal feature extractor and is trained to
mimic the features produced in process 500. Following
process 555, a vehicle system does not require thermal
data (assistive data) to identify objects.
[0056] An application of the above training approach
would be that of object detection in a poorly-lit environ-
ment. Here, the primary data is an image captured from
the usual RGB camera where as the secondary data is
an image captured from the thermal camera. Clues from
the thermal camera can assist the algorithm in detecting
objects which are barely visible in the RGB image but
emit some heat signatures which can be captured in the
thermal image. The above approach trains the algorithm
to look for patterns in RGB image itself which are indic-
ative of the thermal signature, thereby improving the per-
formance of RGB based object detection algorithm in the
low-light environment. Once the system is trained in the
above manner, it requires the data only from the RGB
sensors during the deployment phase, thereby keeping
the overall cost of the object detection system low.
[0057] Referring now to FIG. 5C, process 560 de-

scribes operation of an object detection module for a ve-
hicle assistance unit during operation of a vehicle. Proc-
ess 560 includes elements similar to process 555. Proc-
ess 560 includes receiving RGB image data 505 (e.g.,
primary data). Received image data may relate to image
data captured from a front facing view from a vehicle.
Feature extraction module 516 includes RGB feature ex-
tractor 520 and assistive extractor 556 to receive RGB
image data 505. According to one embodiment, RGB fea-
ture extractor 520 identifies one or more elements and
regions of interest in received image data 505. In one
embodiment, RGB feature extractor 520 performs a first
feature extraction. Similarly, assistive extractor 556 iden-
tifies one or more regions of interest based on the de-
tected image data. Assistive extractor 556 performs a
second extraction based on modeled thermal parame-
ters. According to one embodiment, feature extraction
module 516 uses identified regions from RGB feature
extractor 520 and assistive extractor 556 to detect one
of more objects from received using image data and one
or more modeled thermal parameters. In an exemplary
embodiment, RGB feature extractor 520 may identify one
or more areas of interest in a frame or series of frames
based on feature extraction. The feature extraction may
be based on processed of modified image data, wherein
the image data is corrected, inverted, or includes one
more of color and pixel processing or filtering.
[0058] According to another embodiment, feature ex-
traction module 516 may employ one or more learning
algorithms to identify objects of interest and enhance ob-
ject detection. In one embodiment, object identification
enhances objects of interest based on frame comparison.
Once an object is identified, further deep learning algo-
rithms are used for enhancing the object of interest. The
object and/or graphical elements may then be superim-
posed on the original image data. Object enhancement
may include prior knowledge of static objects (road signs,
potholes, etc.) from available images or other data avail-
able to feature extraction module 516.
[0059] According to one embodiment, process 560
may extract patterns from primary data similar to those
extracted from primary and assistive data in process 555.
Detected objects are output as 565 to a vehicle system.
[0060] FIG. 6 depicts a process for object detection
and notification according to one or more embodiments.
Process 600 may be employed by a device, such as an
object detection module (e.g., object detection module
110) of a vehicle driver assist system (e.g., system 100),
and one or more other components to detect objects and
determine display configurations. According to one em-
bodiment, process 600 may be initiated by the object
detection module of the driver assist system detecting
objects in image data at block 605. Object detection at
block 605 may be based on analysis of image data, using
one or more frames to identify and classify objects.
[0061] At block 610, process 600 comparing detected
objects to one or more thermal modeling parameters
stored for by the object detection module. In one embod-
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iment, the object detection module includes a stored list-
ing of a plurality of thermal characteristics that may be
detected in captured image data. Process 610 may com-
pare one or more of detected objects, identified regions,
and image data as a whole to one or more stored param-
eters.
[0062] At block 615, display output and display config-
urations are determined for one or more determined ob-
jects. According to one embodiment, one or more types
of notifications can be presented to notify a detected ob-
ject. When several objects are detected, several notices
may be provided in parallel with each notification format-
ted based on the object.
[0063] Process 600 may optionally include updating
display configuration at block 620. Updates may be
based on change of vehicle position. For example,
abounding box may have to change position in display.
This could include moving the position of bounding box
or icon, and changing display attributes to display ele-
ment, such as increasing the size of the bounded box.
[0064] FIG. 7 depicts a process for object detection
and notification according to one or more other embod-
iments. Process 700 may be employed by a device, such
as an object detection module (e.g., object detection
module 110) of a vehicle driver assist system (e.g., sys-
tem 100) and one or more other components to detect
objects. According to one embodiment, process 700 may
be employed by the object detection module of the driver
assist system to allow for detection of objects in image
data. Process by may be initiated by converting image
data at block 705. By way of example, image data de-
tected by an image sensor (e.g., image sensor 105) may
be converted by one or more of inversion, dehazing,
opening etc. to allow for greater ability to detect objects.
Once converted, objects may be detected in the image
data at block 710. Detection of objects in block 710 may
include comparison of objects in converted image data
based on one or more thermal parameters. At block 715,
display elements for image data may be determined. In
one embodiment, graphical elements such as a bounding
box, or symbol, may be selected for presentation on an
output of the vehicle, such as a display. At block 720,
display elements may be output as a notification for one
or more detected objects.
[0065] While this disclosure has been particularly
shown and described with references to exemplary em-
bodiments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes in form and details may
be made therein without departing from the scope of the
claimed embodiments.

Claims

1. A method for object detection and notification by a
driver assistance system of a vehicle, the method
comprising:

receiving, by a module of a vehicle driver assist-
ance unit, image data detected by an image sen-
sor mounted to a vehicle;
detecting, by the module of the vehicle driver
assistance unit, at least one object in the image
data, wherein detecting the at least one object
includes

performing a feature extraction operation on
the image data detected by the image sen-
sor to identify one or more image areas,
performing a second extraction operation
on the image data detected by the image
sensor to identify one or more image areas
based on modeled thermal feature training,
and
identifying one or more objects in the image
data based on a comparison of one or more
image areas of the feature extraction oper-
ation and second extraction operation; and

outputting, by the module of the vehicle driver
assistance unit, for display the image data de-
tected by the image sensor including one or
more graphical elements as a notification for the
at least one object.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein image data received
by the module is captured by an optical image sensor
configured to output color model based representa-
tion of video image data.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein detecting at least
one object includes detection of one or more of a
person, pedestrian, vehicle, roadway, lane marker,
hazard and objects in front of the vehicle.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the feature extraction
operation includes processing received image data
based on one or more of image enhancement, edge
detection, filtering and region analysis to identify the
one or more objects.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the second extrac-
tion operation to identify one or more image areas
based on modeled thermal feature training includes
comparison of received image data to thermal model
references learned by the module, wherein each
thermal reference relates to one or more of a mod-
eled representation of an object, object portion and
thermal characteristic.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying one or
more objects in the image data includes modifying
regions identified by the feature extraction operation
based on determinations of the second extraction
operation, and tracking one or more features in the
image data based on the modified regions.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying one or
more objects includes detecting artifacts in the image
data associated with thermal characteristics in the
image data.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying includes
conversion of received image data to a binary gra-
dient for performing at least one of the feature ex-
traction and second feature extraction.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting includes
generating one or more of bounding regions and icon
elements associated with identified objects detected
in the image data.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving
thermal characteristic models for a plurality of object
types and utilizing the thermal characterize models
for the second parameter extraction parameters,
wherein the thermal characteristic models provide
one or more search targets for identification of ob-
jects in image data.

11. A vehicle driver assist module comprising:

an image sensor to detect image data; and
an object detection module coupled to the image
sensor, the object detection module including a
processor configured to

receive image data detected by the image
sensor;
detect at least one object in the image data,
wherein detecting the at least one object in-
cludes

performing a feature extraction opera-
tion on the image data detected by the
image sensor to identify one or more
image areas,
performing a second extraction opera-
tion on the image data detected by the
image sensor to identify one or more
image areas based on modeled ther-
mal feature training, and
identify one or more objects in the im-
age data based on a comparison of one
or more image areas of the feature ex-
traction operation and second extrac-
tion operation; and

output the image data detected by the im-
age sensor including one or more graphical
elements as a notification for the at least
one object.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein image data received
by the module is captured by an optical image sensor

configured to output color model based representa-
tion of video image data.

13. The device of claim 11, wherein the feature extrac-
tion operation includes processing received image
data based on one or more of image enhancement,
edge detection, filtering and region analysis to iden-
tify the one or more objects.

14. The device of claim 11, wherein the second extrac-
tion operation to identify one or more image areas
based on modeled thermal feature training includes
comparison of received image data to thermal model
references learned by the module, wherein each
thermal reference relates to one or more of a mod-
eled representation of an object, object portion and
thermal characteristic.

15. The device of claim 11, wherein identifying one or
more objects in the image data includes modifying
regions identified by the feature extraction operation
based on determinations of the second extraction
operation, and tracking one or more features in the
image data based on the modified regions.
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