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AND A COMPUTER READABLE MEDIUM

(57) A target object detecting device (1) is provided,
which may include an acquisition part (25), a generation
part (31a), and a detecting part (31b). The acquisition
part (25) may acquire echo signals from target objects
around a ship. The generation part (31a) may generate
a first echo image based on the echo signals. The de-

tecting part (31b) may input the first echo image into a
model (41) built by machine learning, and may detect a
first target object that is a target object other than a ship
corresponding to the model (41), based on an output from
the model.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a device,
method, and program which detect a target object around
a ship, as well as a device, method, and program which
learn a model used for detecting the target object around
the ship.

Background

[0002] Radar devices mounted on a ship display a ra-
dar image indicating target objects around the ship based
on echo signals corresponding to radio waves emitted
from a radar antenna. The target objects displayed in the
radar image are typically other ships. Seamen visually
check the radar image where other ships are displayed
to grasp an exact situation around the ship, thereby re-
alizing a safe cruise. Thus, a suitable gain adjustment is
made in signal processing for generating the radar image
from the echo signals so that the images of other ships
are displayed clearly. Meanwhile, since echo signals
caused by sea surface reflections, and rain and/or snow
clutters may become noise of the ship images, a further
adjustment of the signals is performed to remove the
noise.
[0003] Here, the target objects needed to be observed
by the radar device are not only other ships. For example,
images of land and banks may also be useful information
for grasping the situation around the ship. In addition,
there is also a need for observation of a situation of birds.
Although there are various reasons for detecting the
birds, for example, if a flock of birds can be caught, the
existence of a school of fish therebelow can naturally be
predicted.
[0004] Generally, the radar device for ships is mainly
built to display the image of other ships around the ship,
and therefore, images of target objects other than ships
are often scratched out as the noise. Particularly, since
the echo signals from a bird, a small rock, a current rip,
ice, rain, clouds, SART (Search And Rescue Transpond-
er), etc. which are generally weak compared with the
echo signal of a ship, they are difficult to clearly be caught
in the radar image. Therefore, it is still difficult to accu-
rately detect various target objects other than ships in
the radar image, and it can be said that such technologies
are still in a developmental stage. Moreover, without lim-
iting to the radar devices, a similar demand for accurately
detecting various target objects exists in the fields of other
target object detecting devices, such as fish finders and
sonar.

Summary

[0005] One purpose of the present disclosure is to pro-
vide a device, method, and program which can accurately
detect various target objects around a ship, and a device,

method, and program which learn a model used for ac-
curately detecting various target objects around the ship.
[0006] According to one aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a target object detecting device is provided, which
may include an acquisition part, a generation part, and
a detecting part. The acquisition part may acquire echo
signals from target objects around a ship. The generation
part may generate a first echo image based on the echo
signals. The detecting part may input the first echo image
into a model built by machine learning, and may detect
a first target object that is a target object other than a
ship corresponding to the model, based on an output
from the model.

Effect

[0007] According to this configuration, the first echo
image may be generated based on the echo signal from
the target object. The first echo image may be inputted
into the model built by machine learning, and based on
the output from this model, the first target object other
than ships may be accurately detected. Thus, various
target objects around the ship (other than ships) may
accurately be detected. In addition, according to another
aspect of the present disclosure, the model suitable for
detecting the target objects other than ships may be built.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0008] The present disclosure is illustrated by way of
example and not by way of limitation in the figures of the
accompanying drawings, in which like reference numer-
als indicate like elements and in which:

Fig. 1 is a view illustrating the entire configuration of
a radar device which is a target object detecting de-
vice according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure;
Fig. 2 is a view schematically illustrating an appear-
ance of a radar indicator;
Fig. 3 is a view illustrating one example of a radar
screen including a radar image in a normal mode;
Fig. 4 is a view illustrating one example of the radar
screen including a radar image in a bird mode;
Fig. 5A is a view illustrating one example of the radar
image in the normal mode, and Fig. 5B is a view
illustrating one example of the radar image in the
bird mode based on the same echo signals as the
radar image of Fig. 5A;
Fig. 6 is a view illustrating another example of the
radar image in the bird mode;
Fig. 7 is an enlarged view of images of a ship and
birds in the bird mode;
Fig. 8 is a view illustrating the entire configuration of
a learning device according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;
Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of tracking of
a flock of birds;
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Fig. 10 is a conceptual view illustrating the tracking
with a αβ tracking filter;
Fig. 11A illustrates one example of a display output
of information indicating that a flock of birds exists,
and Fig. 11B illustrates another example of the dis-
play output of the information indicating that the flock
of birds exists;
Fig. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a flow of displaying
the existence of the flock of birds; and
Fig. 13 is a view illustrating the entire configuration
of a target object detecting device according to a
modification of the present disclosure.

Detailed Description

[0009] Hereinafter, a target object detecting device,
method, and program, and a learning device, method,
and program will be described with reference to the ac-
companying drawings according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure.

<1. Configuration of Radar Device (Target Object De-
tecting Device)>

[0010] Fig. 1 illustrates the entire configuration of a ra-
dar device 1 as the target object detecting device accord-
ing to one embodiment. The radar device 1 may be a
device which assists cruising of a ship, and may be
mounted on the ship. Note that the ship provided with
the target object detecting device according the present
disclosure is herein referred to as "the ship," to be dis-
tinguished from other ships. Note that the present disclo-
sure may be applied to ships which typically travel on
water or sea and may be referred to as surface ships,
and may also be applied to other types of ships, which
may include boats, dinghies, watercraft, and vessels.
Further, the present disclosure may also be applied, if
applicable, to submarines, aircrafts, and spaceships, as
well as any types of vehicles which travel on the ground,
such as automobiles, motorcycles, and ATVs.
[0011] The radar device 1 may include a radar antenna
10, and a radar indicator 20 connected to the radar an-
tenna 10. The radar antenna 10 may emit a pulse-shaped
radio wave, and receive an echo signal which is a reflect-
ed wave of the emitted radio wave at a target object. The
radar antenna 10 may repeatedly transmit the radio wave
and receive the corresponding echo signal, while
swiveling in a horizontal surface, thereby scanning 360°
around the ship. The echo signal from the target object,
which is received by the radar antenna 10, may be se-
quentially converted into digital data by an A/D converter
(not illustrated), and the converted echo signal may be
sequentially outputted to the radar indicator 20.
[0012] The radar indicator 20 may be connected to a
GPS compass 60 which is also mounted on the ship. The
GPS compass 60 may measure, at a given time interval,
information on a bow direction or heading of the ship
(hereinafter, may be referred to as "the directional infor-

mation"), information on latitude and longitude of the ship
(hereinafter, may be referred to as "the LL information"),
and information on a speed of the ship. The GPS com-
pass 60 may sequentially output the information to the
radar indicator 20.
[0013] Fig. 2 illustrates an appearance of the radar in-
dicator 20. The radar indicator 20 may be an apparatus
which is operated by a user, and it may have a case 27
as illustrated in this figure. The radar indicator 20 may
be provided with a display part 21 and an input part 22
at a front side of the case 27 where the user stands. The
radar indicator 20 may also include a radar interface part
25, a memory part 23, a control part 24, and a compass
interface part 26, as illustrated in Fig. 1. The radar inter-
face part 25 may be a port for communicating with the
radar antenna 10, and may receive the echo signals out-
putted from the radar antenna 10. The compass interface
part 26 may be a port for communicating with the GPS
compass 60, and receive the directional information, the
LL information, and the ship speed information outputted
from the GPS compass 60. The memory part 23 and the
control part 24 may be accommodated in the case 27.
These parts 21-26 may be communicatably connected
with each other via bus lines.
[0014] The display part 21 may be a user interface
which displays a screen for presenting a variety of infor-
mation to the user, and in this embodiment, is comprised
of a liquid crystal display. The input part 22 may be a
user interface which receives various operations to the
radar indicator 20 from the user, and in this embodiment,
is comprised of a keyboard 22a and a trackball 22b. The
input part 22 may also include a touch panel laminated
on the display part 21.
[0015] The memory part 23 may be a nonvolatile stor-
age device comprised of a hard-disk drive and/or a flash
memory. The memory part 23 may store an analytical
model 41 built by machine learning. Details of the ana-
lytical model 41 will be described later. The control part
24 may be comprised of a CPU 30, a ROM 31, and a
RAM 32. The ROM 31 may store a computer program
40 which causes the CPU 30 to perform various opera-
tions. The CPU 30 may read and executes the program
40 in the ROM 31 to virtually operate as a screen gen-
erating module 31a, a bird detecting module 31b, a bird
tracking module 31c, and an information outputting mod-
ule 31d. Details of operations of these parts 31a-31d will
be described later. Note that the program 40 may be
stored not in the ROM 31 but in the memory part 23, or
distributedly stored in both the memory part 23 and the
ROM 31.

<2. Operation of Radar Device>

[0016] Next, various processings executed by the ra-
dar device 1 are described. The radar indicator 20 includ-
ed in the radar device 1 can execute a display processing
and a bird detection processing. The display processing
may be to generate a radar screen 50 (see Figs. 3 and
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4) which indicates a situation of the ship and one or more
target objects around the ship based on the echo signals
acquired by the radar interface part 25, and display the
screen on the display part 21. On the radar screen 50,
an image 51 which indicates the echo image of the target
objects around the ship (hereinafter, referred to as "the
radar image") may be displayed. The bird detection
processing may be to detect based on the radar image
51 birds which exist around the ship, and more specifi-
cally, a flock of birds formed by birds making a group.
Below, details of the display processing and the bird de-
tection processing are described.

<2-1. Display Processing>

[0017] The display processing may be performed
mainly by the screen generating module 31a. The screen
generating module 31a may sequentially acquire the
echo signals through the radar interface part 25, and then
generate the radar screen 50 (see Figs. 3 and 4) based
on the echo signals. More specifically, radar information
on a distance, a direction, etc. to the target objects, such
as other ships and flocks of birds, with respect to the ship
may be calculated by analyzing the echo signals. The
screen generating module 31a may generate the radar
image 51 which indicates the echo image of the target
objects around the ship based on the radar information.
The radar image 51 may form a map in which locations
of the target objects which exist in an area around the
ship are indicated in a map manner. As illustrated in Figs.
3 and 4, the radar screen 50 may have a rectangular
shape as a whole, and the radar image 51 having a cir-
cular shape is disposed on the radar screen 50. Here,
one radar image 51 is generated from the echo signals
for one rotation of the radar antenna 10 (scanning data).
Each time new echo signals are acquired, the radar im-
age 51 may be updated based on the new echo signals.
Therefore, the user may grasp the situation around the
ship on real time, by watching the radar image 51.
[0018] The screen generating module 31a may dis-
play, in addition to the radar image 51, an information
display area 52 on the radar screen 50. In the example
of Figs. 3 and 4, the information display area 52 may be
located mainly along the right end of the radar screen 50
so as not to overlap with the radar image 51. Variety of
information for assisting a cruise of the ship, for example,
information on the ship and information of the environ-
ment around the ship are displayed in the information
display area 52. The information on the ship includes, for
example, the LL information on the ship, the directional
information, and the ship speed information. The envi-
ronmental information includes, for example, information
on water temperature, water depth, wind direction, and
wind velocity. Note that a part of the information displayed
in the information display area 52 may be calculated
based on information acquired from apparatuses, such
as various measuring instruments, connected to the ra-
dar indicator 20 (e.g., the GPS compass 60).

[0019] A main menu button 55 may be displayed on
the radar screen 50. The main menu button 55 may de-
sirably be disposed so as not to overlap with the radar
image 51. A cursor 56 is also displayed on the radar
screen 50. The cursor 56 may be freely moved within the
radar screen 50 by the user operating the input part 22.
In this embodiment, when the user performs a given op-
eration by using the input part 22 while the cursor 56 is
located on the main menu button 55, the main menu but-
ton 55 may open hierarchically to show various sub menu
buttons. The sub menu buttons may desirably be dis-
posed so as not to overlap with the radar image 51. The
user may execute a desired function implemented in the
radar indicator 20 by operating the input part 22 and se-
lecting a suitable one of the sub menu buttons.
[0020] There may be a normal mode (auto mode) and
a bird mode in the radar image 51. The user may arbi-
trarily switch the mode between the normal mode and
the bird mode by performing a given operation through
the input part 22. The radar image 51 in the normal mode
may be an echo image generated mainly for the purpose
of clearly indicating images T1 of other ships. On the
other hand, the radar image 51 in the bird mode may be
an echo image generated for the purpose of indicating
images T2 of flocks of birds which return weak echo sig-
nals as compared with other ships. The normal mode is
typically used for observing movements of other ships
while the ship is traveling to avoid collisions with other
ships and grasping the locations of sister ships etc. On
the other hand, the bird mode is typically used for finding
out a flock of birds, which may lead to a school of fish
normally existing below a flock of birds.
[0021] Fig. 3 illustrates one example of the radar
screen 50 in the normal mode, and Fig. 4 illustrates one
example of the radar screen 50 in the bird mode. Note
that the radio wave from the radar antenna 10 may be
reflected not only by other ships and flocks of birds but
by various target objects, such as land and buoys. There-
fore, on the radar image 51, images T3 of land etc. may
also be displayed, other than the images T1 of other ships
and the images T2 of flocks of birds.
[0022] Fig. 5A illustrates one example of the radar im-
age 51 in the normal mode, and Fig. 5B illustrates one
example of the radar image 51 in the bird mode based
on the same echo signals as the radar image 51 in Fig.
5A. As can be seen in these figures, in the bird mode,
noise may be entirely apparent as compared with the
normal mode. However, in the bird mode, the image T2
of a flock of birds, which is hardly apparent by the normal
mode, may be caught. On the other hand, in the normal
mode, since noise is entirely less, the images T1 of other
ships may be indicated more clearly than in the bird
mode.
[0023] The screen generating module 31a may adjust
the echo signals according to the currently-selected
mode, either the normal mode or the bird mode, when
generating the radar image 51. In the bird mode, the
screen generating module 31a may adjust the echo sig-
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nals so that the reflected waves at flocks of birds, which
are weaker than the reflected waves at other ships, may
be caught, and then generate the radar image 51 based
on the adjusted echo signals. The method of adjusting
the echo signals includes, for example, an adjustment of
a gain (sensitivity) and a removal of the noise caused by
sea surface reflections, and rain and snow clutters. In
the bird mode, the gain may be raised as compared with
the normal mode, in order to catch the images T2 of flocks
of birds based on the echo signals weaker than the im-
ages T1 of other ships. In addition, in the bird mode,
levels of the removal of the sea surface reflections and
the removal of the rain and snow clutters may be lowered
as compared with the normal mode so that the images
of flocks of birds will not disappear by an excessive noise
removal. Moreover, in the bird mode, it may be desirable
not to perform the removal of the rain and snow clutters.
[0024] Moreover, the radar image 51 may have a rel-
ative-motion mode and a true-motion mode. The relative-
motion mode may be a mode in which the location of the
ship is always set at a fixed location in the radar image
51 (typically, at the center of the radar image 51). On the
other hand, the true-motion mode may be a mode in
which the locations of stationary target objects, such as
land, are fixed in the radar image 51. The user may switch
the mode between the relative-motion mode and the true-
motion mode by performing a given operation through
the input part 22.
[0025] The screen generating module 31a may also
display a heading bright line U1 on the radar image 51.
The heading bright line U1 may be displayed on the radar
image 51 by a line extending in the bow direction of the
ship from the current location of the ship to the perimeter
of the radar image 51. That is, an inner end of the heading
bright line U1 may represent the current location of the
ship. In the true-motion mode, the inner end of the head-
ing bright line U1, i.e., the location of the ship, may be
located at various locations on the radar image 51. On
the other hand, in the relative-motion mode, the inner
end of the heading bright line U1 may always be located
at the fixed location, such as the center on the radar im-
age 51.
[0026] The screen generating module 31a may also
display on the radar image 51 the images T4 of echo
trails of target objects, such as other ships and flocks of
birds. For example, the images T4 of the echo trails of
target objects may be formed by superimposing the echo
images of target objects, such as the images T1-T3 in-
dicated in the past radar images 51, on the latest radar
image 51. The user may switch a display setting of the
images T4 of the echo trails between "Display" and "Not
Displaying" by performing a given operation through the
input part 22.
[0027] Fig. 6 illustrates another example of the radar
image 51 in the bird mode. As illustrated in this figure,
the images T4 of the echo trails of ships generally appear
comparatively clearly on the radar image 51 not only in
the normal mode but also in the bird mode. On the other

hand, the images T4 of echo trails of birds, particularly
flocks of birds may appear intermittently, and may be
changed suddenly in the course, and/or wind. In order to
more accurately catch such features of birds, it may be
important to observe the absolute motion of the birds with
respect to a stationary point, such as land, instead of
observing the relative motion of the birds with respect to
the ship. Therefore, the radar image 51 in the bird mode
may desirably be an echo image obtained in the true-
motion mode (hereinafter, referred to as "the true echo
trail image"). Note that, even in the relative-motion mode,
a similar echo image to the true echo trail image may be
obtained by using the ship speed information acquired
from the GPS compass 60.
[0028] Generally, since birds fly higher and lower be-
tween a water surface and above the sky, a variation may
be caused in the intensity of the echo signal of birds,
particularly a flock of birds, resulting in a variation in the
echo image. Fig. 7 is an enlarged view of the image T1
of another ship and the image T2 of a flock of birds in the
bird mode.
[0029] As described above, the image T2 of a flock of
birds and the image T4 of the echo trail may indicate
different features from the image T1 of a ship and the
image T4 of an echo trail. Therefore, the user may know
the existence and the locations of the flocks of birds
around the ship by finding out on the radar image 51 in
the bird mode, the images T2 of the flocks of birds and
the images T4 of the echo trails having the above fea-
tures.

<2-2. Bird Detection Processing>

[0030] Next, based on the radar image 51, the bird de-
tection processing in which flocks of birds are automati-
cally detected is described. In the bird detection process-
ing, flocks of birds may be detected based on the ana-
lytical model 41 which uses the radar image 51 as an
input and uses information indicative of the existence of
the flocks of birds as an output. The radar image 51 used
in the bird detection processing of this embodiment may
be the radar image 51 in the bird mode. The analytical
model 41 may be built by machine learning, typically car-
ried out beforehand, and information which defines the
analytical model 41 may be stored in the memory part
23. Below, after describing a machine learning process
of the analytical model 41, details of a flow of the bird
detection processing will be described.

<2-2-1. Learning Process of Analytical Model>

[0031] Fig. 8 illustrates the entire configuration of a
learning device 101. The learning process of the analyt-
ical model 41 may be independent from a scene where
the analytical model 41 is used after learning. Therefore,
in this embodiment, the learning of the analytical model
41 may be performed not in the radar device 1 but mainly
in the learning device 101; however, the learning function
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of a learning module 131c (described later) may of course
be implemented in the radar device 1.
[0032] The learning device 101 may be a general-pur-
pose computer as hardware, and include a display part
121, an input part 122, a memory part 123, a control part
124, and a communication part 125. These parts 121-125
may be communicatably connected with each other
through bus lines.
[0033] The display part 121 may be a user interface
which displays a screen for indicating a variety of infor-
mation to the user, and may be comprised of a liquid
crystal display. The input part 122 may be a user interface
which receives various operations to the learning device
101 from the user, and may be comprised of a mouse, a
keyboard, a touch panel, etc. The memory part 123 may
be a nonvolatile storage device comprised of a hard disk
and/or a flash memory. The control part 124 may be com-
prised of a CPU, a ROM, and a RAM, and read and ex-
ecute a computer program 140 stored in the memory part
123 to virtually operate as a screen generating module
124a and a learning module 124b.
[0034] The communication part 125 may be a port for
communicating with external apparatuses, and receives
many radar images 51 in the bird mode from a device
like the radar indicator 20. Alternatively, the communica-
tion part 125 may receive the echo signals, and if needed,
the directional information, the LL information, and the
ship speed information, from devices like the radar an-
tenna 10 and the GPS compass 60. In the latter case,
the screen generating module 124a may create the radar
image 51 in the bird mode based on the echo signals,
and if needed, the directional information, the LL infor-
mation, and the ship speed information, by a similar meth-
od to the screen generating module 31a. The radar image
51 which is acquired by the communication part 125 or
is generated by the screen generating module 124a may
be stored in the memory part 123.
[0035] In the learning process, the echo signals when
various target objects, such as other ships, rocks, current
rips, ice, rain, clouds, and SART, exist in addition to flocks
of birds, and if needed, the directional information, the
LL information, and the ship speed information, or the
radar image 51 based on the echo signals and the infor-
mation, may be inputted into the communication part 125.
In addition, information indicative of types of target ob-
jects caught in the echo signals or the radar image 51
(hereinafter, referred to as "the correct answer informa-
tion") may be inputted to the communication part 125.
Alternatively, the user may input the correct answer in-
formation through the input part 122. The correct answer
information may indicate the location and type of each
object. The inputted correct answer information may be
stored in the memory part 123 so as to be associated
with the radar image 51.
[0036] A set of the radar image 51 and the correct an-
swer information may serve as teacher data for learning
the analytical model 41. The analytical model 41 of this
embodiment may be a convolutional neural network. The

learning module 124b may learn the radar image 51 when
the various target objects actually exist including flocks
of birds, based on the correct answer information, and
build the analytical model 41. For example, the learning
module 124b sequentially reads the radar image 51 in
the memory part 123, cuts a partial image indicative of
the echo image of each target object from the radar image
51, and inputs the partial images into the analytical model
41. Then, the learning module 124b may acquire, as an
output of the analytical model 41, information indicative
of the type of each target object indicated by the inputted
partial image, and update a parameter of the analytical
model 41 so that the information indicative of the type of
each target object is coincided with the correct answer
information. Here, the parameters which are subjects of
the learning are, for example, various coefficients which
define the convolutional neural network as the analytical
model 41. The analytical model 41 may be optimized
while being applied with the teacher data one after an-
other. Since various learning methods for a neural net-
work with a teacher are known, detailed description is
herein omitted; however, a back propagation algorithm
may be used. As described above, the learning process
will be completed, and the analytical model 41 is then
derived. The derived analytical model 41 may be stored
in the memory part 23 of the radar indicator 20.

<2-2-2. Details of Flow of Bird Detection Processing>

[0037] The bird detection processing of this embodi-
ment is executed when the bird mode is selected in the
radar indicator 20. When the radar image 51 in the bird
mode is generated, first, the bird detecting module 31b
may sequentially cut the partial image indicative of the
echo image of each target object indicated in the radar
image 51. Further, the bird detecting module 31b may
sequentially input these partial images into the analytical
model 41, and acquire the information indicative of the
types of the target objects indicated in the inputted partial
images as the output of the analytical model 41. Then,
the bird detecting module 31b may sequentially deter-
mine whether each target object indicated in the partial
image is a flock of birds based on the output.
[0038] If the bird detecting module 31b determines that
the target object indicated in the partial image is not a
flock of birds, it may then continuously perform a similar
processing to the next partial image or radar image 51.
On the other hand, if the bird detecting module 31b de-
termines that the target object indicated in the partial im-
age is a flock of birds (i.e., if a flock of birds is detected
in the partial image), a tracking processing to track the
flock of birds may be performed as illustrated in Fig. 9.
In this embodiment, the detection of the flock of birds
based on the output of the analytical model 41 before
starting the tracking processing may correspond to a
"temporary" detection. In this embodiment, the tracking
processing may be executed in response to the "tempo-
rary" detection in order to prevent a false detection of the
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flock of birds, and when the tracking of the flock of birds
in the tracking processing is continuously succeeded, a
final judgment that the flock of birds exists will be made.
In this embodiment, information indicating that the flock
of birds exists may be outputted in response to the final
judgment. Here, even if the user wants to catch a school
of fish below the flock of birds which is detected at the
opposite side or the other side of land from the ship, it
may not be sure whether the ship can reach there in the
first place. Therefore, when there is an echo of a target
object determined to be land, the bird detecting module
31b may skip an input to the analytical model 41 of the
partial image which is located farther than the echo of
the land from the ship. Thus, the bird detection process-
ing to the other side of land can be omitted, resulting in
reducing the calculation load. Note that the judgment of
whether the echo is from land may be performed using
a conventionally-known technique, and for example, the
judgment may be made based on the magnitude of the
echo.
[0039] In the tracking processing of this embodiment,
tracking by using a tracking filter, more specifically a αβ
filter, may be performed. Fig. 10 is a conceptual view
illustrating the tracking processing with the αβ tracking
filter, where a linear predictor with a location smoothing
constant α and a speed smoothing constant β predicts
from the n-th scan to the (n+1)th scan. Here, P(n) is a
predicted location, M(n) is a measured location, S(n) is
a smoothened location, V(n) is a smoothened speed,
E(n) is a tracking error, G(n) is a prediction gate, and T
is a sampling period. Note that "n" in a parenthesis rep-
resents a timing of the scan. Here, the predicted location
P(n+1) at the (n+1)th scan may be calculated by the fol-
lowing formulas. 

[0040] The tracking processing of Fig. 9 is described
in detail. As described above, this tracking processing
may be started each time the temporary detection of a
flock of birds is performed, in order to track the flock of
birds. Here, at Step S1, the bird tracking module 31c may
set the location (coordinates) of the temporarily-detected
flock of birds as a measured location M(1), and then de-
rive a predicted location P(2) in the next scan based on
the measured location M(1). More specifically, a predict-
ed location P(1) and a smoothened location (S1) when

the tracking begins (i.e., when n=1) are equal to the
measured location M(1), and an initial value V(1) of the
smoothened speed is defined beforehand. Then, the pre-
dicted location P(2) in the next scan is derived based on
the smoothened location S(1) and the initial value V(1)
of the smoothened speed.
[0041] At subsequent Step S2, the bird tracking mod-
ule 31c may set a prediction gate G(n) based on the de-
rived predicted location P(n). Then, the radar image 51
in the bird mode in the n-th scan may be acquired, and
an image T2 of a flocks of birds is searched within the
prediction gate G(n) (in other words, the flock of birds is
tracked). More specifically, the partial images indicative
of the echo images of the target objects may be cut from
an area within the prediction gate G(n) on the radar image
51 in the n-th scan. Further, the bird tracking module 31c
may input the partial images into the analytical model 41,
and then acquire information indicative of the types of
target objects indicated in the inputted partial image as
the output of the analytical model 41. The bird tracking
module 31c may then determine whether the target ob-
ject indicated in the partial image is a flock of birds based
on the output. As a result, if a flock of birds is detected,
the bird tracking module 31c may determine that the
tracking of the flock of birds is successful (Step S3), and
then transits to Step S4. At Step S4, the location (coor-
dinates) of the flock of birds detected on the radar image
51 in the current scan may be set as the measured loca-
tion M(n), and the predicted location P(n+1) in the next
scan may be derived based on the measured location
M(n).
[0042] On the other hand, at Step S2, if the partial im-
age indicative of the echo image of the target object can-
not be cut from the area within the prediction gate G(n)
on the radar image 51 in the n-th scan, or if the partial
image can be cut but there is no partial image determined
to be a flock of birds, the bird tracking module 31c may
determine that the tracking of the flock of birds is failed
(Step S3), and then transit to Step S6. At Step S6, the
predicted location P(n+1) in the next scan may be derived
based on the location (coordinates) of the flock of birds
detected at the last.
[0043] As illustrated in the flowchart of Fig. 9, if the
tracking of a flock of birds at Step S3 is continuously
succeeded I times (I is an integer equal to or greater than
2), the information outputting module 31d may output in-
formation indicative of the existence of the flock of birds
(Step S5). Note that the phrase "the tracking is continu-
ously succeeded I times" as used herein refers to that
the tracking at Step S3 may be successively or intermit-
tently succeeded I times before the tracking at Step S3
is successively or intermittently failed J times (J is an
integer equal to or greater than 2). The output of the in-
formation outputting module 31d may be variously per-
formed, and in this embodiment, while the information
indicative of the existence of the flock of birds is displayed
on the display part 21, sound such as alarm sound which
reports that the flock of birds is discovered through a
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speaker etc. (not illustrated) may be outputted. Figs. 11A
and 11B illustrate examples of the display screen which
displays the information indicative of the existence of the
flock of birds. Thus, a given symbol T5 can be displayed
near or over the echo image detected as the image T2
of a flock of birds on the radar image 51 in the bird mode.
In the example of Fig. 11A, the symbol T5 is a box sur-
rounding the echo image detected as the image T2 of
the flock of birds, and in the example of Fig. 11B, the
symbol T5 is an icon displayed so as to be superimposed
on the echo image detected as the image T2 of the flock
of birds. The symbol T5 may desirably be displayed using
a different color from other areas on the radar image 51
and/or blinking, in order to exaggerate the existence of
the flock of birds. The color of the symbol T5 may be
changed while being displayed.
[0044] At Step S5, a text message expressing that the
flock of birds is detected may also be displayed in addition
to the symbol T5. Moreover, in the above processing,
since the moving speed V(n) of the flock of birds is cal-
culated, a vector symbol representing the speed and di-
rection of the flock of birds may also be displayed in ad-
dition to or instead of the symbol T5.
[0045] When the information indicating that the flock
of birds exists is outputted, the tracking processing of
Fig. 9 may be ended. On the other hand, also when the
tracking of the flock of birds is not continuously succeed-
ed I times, it may be determined that the flock of birds
broke off, and the tracking processing of Fig. 9 may be
ended.
[0046] By the above tracking processing, a confirma-
tion of whether the flock of birds really exists may be
made after the "temporary" detection of the flock of birds
based on the analytical model 41. That is, in the above
tracking processing, the past detection results of the flock
of birds and the latest detection result of the flock of birds
may be averaged in time. Therefore, even if a flock of
birds is detected based on the analytical model 41, it will
not be finally detected as a flock of birds because of the
time average, if the probability of occurrence is low. More-
over, although a flock of birds exists, and even when the
flock of birds could not be detect I or less times due to
the omission in detection etc., the tracking can be con-
tinued without missing the flock of birds. Therefore, a
false detection of the flock of birds may be prevented to
improve the detection accuracy of the flock of birds. More-
over, the bird tracking module 31c may skip the tracking
processing of a flock of birds temporarily detected by the
bird detecting module 31b in an area located farther than
an echo of a target object determined as land, from the
ship. Thus, the bird tracking processing for the other side
of land can be omitted to reduce the calculation load.
[0047] Note that, if it is finally determined that the flock
of birds exists and the tracking processing of Fig. 9 is
completed through Step S5, the same flock of birds can
still be continuously tracked. For example, the bird track-
ing module 31c may continue tracking of the flock of birds
in a similar way to Steps S2-S4 and S6, and continue

displaying the symbol T5 at the location of or near the
latest images T2 of the flock of birds, unless the tracking
is failed. On the other hand, if the tracking is failed, the
symbol T5 may be eliminated from the radar image 51.
[0048] Fig. 12 is a flowchart which summarizes the al-
ready-described series of processings until the existence
of the flock of birds is displayed on the radar image 51.
As illustrated in this figure, the echo signal may be first
acquired through the radar interface part 25 (Step S21).
The screen generating module 31a may then adjust the
acquired echo signal so that the reflected wave at the
flock of birds can be caught (Step S22), and the radar
image 51 in the bird mode may be generated based on
the adjusted echo signal (Step S23). Next, the bird de-
tecting module 31b may input the radar image 51 into
the analytical model 41, and the temporary detection of
the flock of birds may be performed (Step S24). If the
flock of birds is temporarily detected (Step S25), the bird
tracking module 31c may track the flock of birds (Step
S26), and if the flock of birds is not temporarily detected
(Step S25), the screen generating module 31a may dis-
play the radar image 51 in the normal bird mode (Step
S29). On the other hand, if the tracking of the flock of
birds is continuously succeeded (Step S27), the screen
generating module 31a may display the radar image 51
in the normal bird mode, and the information outputting
module 31d may display the symbol T5 corresponding
to the flock of birds over the radar image 51 (Step S28).

<3. Features>

[0049] Although the radar image 51 in the normal mode
can catch a flock of birds depending on the adjustment
of sensitivity, the user may overlook the echo image
based on the flock of birds because the echo signal of
the flock of birds is weak. In this regard, since the radar
image 51 in the bird mode can catch the image T2 of the
flock of birds comparatively clearly, it is useful. However,
for example, a user of a pleasure boat seldom uses the
bird tracking function, and the image T2 of the flock of
birds does not appear so frequently, either. Therefore,
even if the image T2 of the flock of birds appears on the
radar image 51, it may be difficult for this type of user
who is not used to recognize the image T2 to be a flock
of birds. Moreover, for a safe cruise, the user may not
focus only on the existence of the flock of birds by always
watching the radar image 51. In this regards, according
to the bird detection processing of this embodiment, the
flock of birds may be automatically detected and the de-
tection result may be outputted intelligibly for the user.
In addition, since the flock of birds is detected with high
precision by the machine learning and the tracking
processing, the user may discover the flock of birds easily
and accurately.

<4. Modifications>

[0050] As described above, although one embodiment
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of the present disclosure is described, the present dis-
closure is not limited to the above embodiment and var-
ious changes may be possible without departing from the
subject matters of the present disclosure. For example,
the following changes may be possible. Note that the
following modifications may suitably be combined.

<4-1>

[0051] Although the bird detection processing of the
above embodiment is applied to the ship radar device 1,
it is also similarly applicable to other detecting devices,
such as radars for weather and aviation, a fish finder,
and sonar.

<4-2>

[0052] In the above embodiment, the example in which
birds are detected based on the analytical model 41 is
illustrated. However, based on the output of the analytical
model 41, the analytical model 41 may be built so that at
least one of a school of fish, a rock, a current rip, ice,
rain, clouds, and SART may be detected, instead of or
in addition to the birds. Note that the function for detecting
the school of fish may desirably be mounted on an ap-
paratus, such as the fish finder and sonar. Moreover, as
the function for detecting the school of fish, the analytical
model 41 may also be built so that the fish types, such
as sardine and tuna, can be distinguished based on the
output of the analytical model 41. Moreover, the function
for detecting ice may desirably be mounted on an appa-
ratus mounted on a ship which cruises the Arctic Ocean
etc.
[0053] Moreover, although in the above embodiment
the echo signals when various target objects, such as,
in addition to the flocks of birds, other ships, rocks, current
rips, ice, rain, clouds, and SART, exist are used as the
teacher data for learning of the analytical model 41, the
analytical model 41 may also learn with teacher data only
including the echo signals when the flocks of birds exist.

<4-3>

[0054] Although the αβ filter is used in the tracking
processing of the above embodiment, other filters, such
as a αβγ tracking filter and a Kalman filter, can of course
be used.

<4-4>

[0055] In the above embodiment, the bird detection
processing may be executed by the radar indicator 20.
However, as illustrated in Fig. 13, the bird detection
processing may also be performed in an external device
151 which wiredly or wirelessly connected with the radar
indicator 20 (e.g., it may be a computer or a cloud server).
In this case, the echo signals inputted into the radar in-
dicator 20 from the radar antenna 10 (and the directional

information, the LL information, and the ship speed ac-
quired from the GPS compasses 60), or the radar image
51 generated by the screen generating module 31a may
be outputted to the external device 151 through a com-
munication part 150 of the radar indicator 20, and the
external device 151 may execute the above processings
of the bird detecting module 31b, the bird tracking module
31c, and the information outputting module 31d.

<4-5>

[0056] Although in the above embodiment the direc-
tional information and the LL information are acquired
using the GPS compass 60, similar information may also
be acquired using a magnetic compass, a gyrocompass,
or a GPS sensor.

<4-6>

[0057] In the above embodiment, the bird detecting
module 31b may calculate the accuracy of the final de-
tection of the flock of birds. In this case, the information
indicative of the existence of the flock of birds may be
outputted only when the accuracy of the detection ex-
ceeds a given threshold. Further, the user may then ad-
just the threshold. The accuracy of the detection may be
determined based on, for example, the output value from
the analytical model 41 (in this case, the analytical model
41 learns beforehand so as to output a value correspond-
ing to the probability of the target object indicated in the
inputted image being a flock of birds), and the probability
of succeeding in the tracking processing at Step S3.

<4-7>

[0058] Although in this embodiment the bird detection
processing is executed when the bird mode is selected
in the radar indicator 20, the bird detection processing
may also be executed when the bird mode is not selected.
For example, when the user commanded an execution
of the bird detection processing through the input part
22, the radar image 51 in the bird mode is internally gen-
erated without being displayed on the display part 21,
and the detection of the flock of birds is executed based
on the radar image 51. Then, when the flock of birds is
finally detected, audio or a message expressing the final
detection may be outputted. In this case, the symbol of
the flock of birds may also be displayed over the radar
image 51 in the normal mode.

<4-8>

[0059] Although in this embodiment the bird tracking
module 31c cuts the partial image for every scan up to
the n-th scan, and detects and tracks the flock of birds
based on the analytical model 41, the detection of the
flock of birds based on the analytical model 41 may be
executed only when the tracking begins (i.e., when n=1).
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In this case, the bird tracking module 31c may track the
echo image from which the flock of birds is detected for
the first time (i.e., when n=1) by the conventional TT (Tar-
get Tracking), and then determine the success or failure
of tracking of the flock of birds by determining whether
the location of the tracked echo image is located within
the area of the prediction gate G(n) in the subsequent
scan (n).

Description of Reference Characters

[0060]

1 Radar Device
10 Radar Antenna
20 Radar Indicator (Computer)
21 Display Part
23 Memory Part
25 Radar Interface Part (Acquisition Part)
31a Screen Generating Module (Generation Part)
31b Bird Detecting Module (Detecting Part)
31c Bird Tracking Module (Tracking Part)
31d Information Outputting Module (Information

Output Part, Output Part)
40 Program (Target Object Detection Program)
41 Analytical Model (Model)
50 Radar Screen
51 Radar Image
60 GPS Compass
101 Learning Device
124 Control Part
124a Screen Generating Module
124b Learning Module (Learning Part)
125 Communication Part (Acquisition Part)
T1 Image of Other Ships
T2 Image of Flock of Birds
T4 Echo Trail
T5 Symbol

Claims

1. A target object detecting device (1), comprising:

an acquisition part (25) configured to acquire
echo signals from target objects around a ship;
a generation part (31a) configured to generate
a first echo image based on the echo signals;
and
a detecting part (31b) configured to input the first
echo image into a model (41) built by machine
learning, and detect a first target object that is a
target object other than a ship corresponding to
the model (41), based on an output from the
model (41).

2. The target object detecting device (1) of claim 1,
wherein the first target object includes a bird.

3. The target object detecting device (1) of claim 1 or
2, wherein the first target object includes at least one
selected from the group consisting of a school of fish,
a rock, a current rip, ice, rain, clouds, and SART.

4. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein the generation part (31a) ad-
justs the echo signals so that a reflected wave at the
first target object weaker than a reflected wave at a
ship is caught, and generates the first echo image
based on the adjusted echo signals.

5. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein the generation part (31a) fur-
ther generates a second echo image in which noise
is less than the first echo image, and an image of a
ship is indicated more clearly, based on the echo
signals.

6. The target object detecting device (1) of claim 5,
wherein the generation part (31a) generates the first
echo image by adjusting the echo signals so that at
least one of raising a gain more than when generat-
ing the second echo image, lowering a level of re-
moval of sea surface reflections, and lowering a level
of removal of rain and snow clutters is performed.

7. The target object detecting device (1) of claim 5 or
6, further comprising an information output part (31d)
configured to display a symbol corresponding to the
detected first target object over the second echo im-
age.

8. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 6, further comprising an information out-
put part (31d) configured to display a symbol corre-
sponding to the detected first target object over the
first echo image.

9. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 8, wherein the first echo image is a true
echo trail image.

10. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 9, further comprising a tracking part (31c)
configured to track a location of the detected first
target object using a tracking filter.

11. The target object detecting device (1) of claim 10,
further comprising an output part (31d) configured
to output information indicating that the first target
object exists, when the tracking part (31c) continu-
ously succeeded in the tracking of the first target
object.

12. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 11, wherein the model (41) is a neural
network.
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13. The target object detecting device (1) of any one of
claims 1 to 12, further comprising a radar antenna
(10) configured to receive the echo signals.

14. A method of detecting a target object, comprising:

acquiring echo signals of target objects around
a ship;
generating a first echo image based on the echo
signals; and
inputting the first echo image into a model (41)
built by machine learning, and detecting a first
target object that is a target object other than a
ship corresponding to the model (41), based on
an output from the model (41).

15. A computer readable medium configured to store a
computer executable program (40) in a non-transi-
tory manner, which upon execution by a processor
of a computer causes the computer to authenticate
a control device, comprising:

causing a computer to acquire echo signals from
target objects around a ship;
causing a computer to generate a first echo im-
age based on the echo signals; and
causing a computer to input the first echo image
into a model (41) built by machine learning, and
detect a first target object that is a target object
other than a ship corresponding to the model
(41), based on an output from the model (41).
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