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(54) CONDENSATION-CONTROLLING INSULATION SYSTEM AND METHOD

(57) A condensation-controlling insulation system
(100) includes an interior insulation layer (120) for appli-
cation to a cold surface. The system may further include
an exterior absorption layer (130) adapted to retain con-

densation during a first environmental condition and to
release the condensation as a vapor during a second
environmental condition.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to the field of
condensation-controlling insulation and more particularly
to a condensation-controlling insulation system and
method for use in a spacecraft or other environmentally
controlled volume.
[0002] Advancements in air and space travel have re-
sulted in the expansion of requirements for systems used
while also resulting in increasingly limited space. Typi-
cally, systems associated with air and space crafts, such
as active thermal control systems and navigation sys-
tems, may be tightly packed into a small environmentally
controlled volume, such as an avionics bay. As the sys-
tems are designed to be in closer proximity, the possibility
of interference between the systems increases. A signif-
icant source of interference may occur due to condensa-
tion that may form on cool surfaces, such as a coolant
tube of an active thermal control unit. The condensation
may potentially come into contact with water-sensitive
equipment, such as electrical circuitry, thereby causing
it to malfunction.
In order to prevent condensation from forming, a thick
layer (e.g., up to 8 inches) of insulation may be applied
to cool surfaces. The thick layer of insulation may protect
against condensation during exposure to a wide range
of environmental conditions associated with air and/or
space travel. However, due to space limitations thick lay-
ers of insulation may not always be practical. Other dis-
advantages may exist.

SUMMARY

[0003] Disclosed are systems and methods that over-
come at least some of the shortcomings described with
reference to typical insulation systems. Rather than pre-
vent condensation from forming during each anticipated
environmental condition, an exterior absorption layer of
an insulation system can be used to absorb and retain
condensation during limited exposures to condensation-
producing environments. An interior insulation layer may
be used to prevent condensation from forming during less
extreme environmental conditions. The outer absorption
layer may prevent water from coming in contact with wa-
ter sensitive instrumentation during the exposure to the
condensation-producing environment. After the conden-
sation-producing environment has passed, the retained
condensation may evaporate into a surrounding environ-
ment.
[0004] In an embodiment, a condensation-controlling
insulation system includes an interior insulation layer for
application to a cold surface. The system further includes
an exterior absorption layer adapted to retain condensa-
tion during a first environmental condition and to release
the condensation as a vapor during a second environ-
mental condition.

[0005] In some embodiments, a thickness of the inte-
rior insulation layer is selected to permit the temperature
of an outer surface of the interior insulation layer to fall
below a first threshold during the first environmental con-
dition and to cause the temperature of the outer surface
of the interior insulation layer to exceed a second thresh-
old during a second environmental condition. The first
threshold may be a first dew point associated with the
first environmental condition. The second threshold may
be a second dew point associated with the second envi-
ronmental condition. In some embodiments, the interior
insulation layer includes a fiberglass insulation and a
metal-foil vapor barrier. In some embodiments, the inte-
rior insulation layer includes a closed-cell neoprene rub-
ber foam insulation and an integral vapor barrier. In some
embodiments, a thickness of the exterior absorption layer
is selected to retain a predetermined amount of conden-
sation. In some embodiments, the exterior absorption
layer includes a meta-aramid material felt. In some em-
bodiments, the exterior absorption layer includes an
open-cell neoprene rubber foam insulation. In some em-
bodiments, the cold surface is part of a coolant container.
The cold surface may be part of an active thermal control
system coolant tube in an avionics bay. The avionics bay
may be part of an aircraft, a spacecraft, or a combination
of both.
[0006] In an embodiment, a method includes buffering,
using an interior insulation layer, a cold surface from a
surrounding environment. The method further includes
retaining, using an exterior absorption layer, condensa-
tion during a first environmental condition. The method
also includes releasing the condensation as a vapor dur-
ing a second environmental condition.
[0007] In an embodiment, a method includes applying
an interior insulation layer to a cold surface. The method
further includes applying an exterior absorption layer to
the interior insulation layer. The exterior absorption layer
is adapted to retain condensation during a first environ-
mental condition and to release the condensation as a
vapor during a second environmental condition.
[0008] In some embodiments, the method further in-
cludes selecting a thickness of the interior insulation layer
based on a temperature of the cold surface to permit a
temperature of an outer surface of the interior insulation
layer to fall below a first threshold during the first envi-
ronmental condition and to cause the temperature of the
outer surface of the interior insulation layer to exceed a
second threshold during a second environmental condi-
tion. The method may also include forming the interior
insulation layer based on the selected thickness. In some
embodiments, applying the interior insulation layer in-
cludes applying an insulating material to the cold surface
and applying a vapor barrier to the insulating material. In
some embodiments, the method includes selecting a
thickness of the exterior absorption layer to retain a pre-
determined amount of condensation and forming the ex-
terior absorption layer based on the selected thickness.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

FIG. 1 is a perspective representation depicting an
embodiment of a condensation-controlling insulation
system.
FIG. 2 is a cross-section representation depicting
the embodiment of the condensation-controlling in-
sulation system.
FIG. 3 is a plot depicting temperatures within a con-
densation-controlling insulation system having an in-
sulation layer with a first thickness.
FIG. 4 is a plot depicting temperatures within a con-
densation-controlling insulation system having an in-
sulation layer with a second thickness.
FIG. 5 is a plot depicting temperatures of an outer
surface of an insulation layer as a function of thick-
nesses of the sample.
FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective representation de-
picting an embodiment of a spacecraft that includes
a condensation-controlling insulation system.
FIG. 7 is a flow chart depicting an embodiment of a
method of condensation control performed by an em-
bodiment of a condensation-controlling insulation
system.
FIG. 8 is a flow chart depicting an embodiment of a
method of forming a condensation-controlling insu-
lation system.

[0010] While the disclosure is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, specific embodi-
ments have been shown by way of example in the draw-
ings and will be described in detail herein. However, it
should be understood that the disclosure is not intended
to be limited to the particular forms disclosed. Rather,
the intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents and
alternatives falling within the spirit and scope of the dis-
closure as recited in the appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an embodiment of
a condensation-controlling insulation system is depicted
and generally designated 100. FIG. 1 depicts a perspec-
tive view of the system 100 and FIG. 2 depicts a cross-
section of the system 100. In some embodiments, the
system 100 may include, or be applied to, a coolant tube
110 or another type of cold volume. The system 100 may
include an interior insulation layer 120 and an exterior
absorption layer 130. The coolant tube 110 may have a
cold surface 112. As used herein, a cold surface is a
surface of a cold volume (e.g., the coolant tube 110),
both of which have temperatures that are colder than a
surrounding environment. In some embodiments, the
coolant tube 110 may have temperatures of about -85
°C. Further, although FIGS. 1 and 2 depict the coolant
tube 110 as having a cylindrical shape, in other embod-

iments, the coolant tube 110, and the corresponding cold
surface 112 may have other shapes and/or sizes as
would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of this disclosure. For example, in
some embodiments, the coolant tube 110 is in the form
of a duct, a box, a panel, or another type of volume. The
cold surface 112 may be a surface of the duct, the box,
the panel, or the other type of volume.
[0012] The interior insulation layer 120 may be at-
tached to the cold surface 112 as an insulating buffer
between the cold surface 112 and a surrounding envi-
ronment. As such, an outer surface 122 of the interior
insulation layer 120 may have a higher temperature than
the cold surface 112. The higher temperature of the outer
surface 122 of the interior insulation layer 120 may be
sufficient to prevent condensation at the outer surface
122 of the interior insulation layer 120 while being sub-
jected to some environmental conditions, as described
herein. An adhesive 128 may be used to attach the inte-
rior insulation layer 120 to the coolant tube 110. The ad-
hesive 128 may include a foam adhesive or another type
of adhesive capable of attaching the interior insulation
layer 120.
[0013] The interior insulation layer 120 may include
both an insulation layer 124 and a vapor barrier 126. The
insulation layer 120 may include materials that resist heat
transfer from the cold surface 112 to the surrounding en-
vironment. The materials may include a fiberglass insu-
lation, a closed-cell neoprene rubber foam insulation, an-
other type of insulation, or a combination thereof. As a
non-limiting example, the materials may include an Ar-
maflex® insulation. In other embodiments, another type
of insulation material may be used.
[0014] The vapor barrier 126 may enclose the insula-
tion layer 120 to prevent humidity from the surrounding
environment from coming into contact with, or otherwise
being absorbed by the insulation layer 124. Without the
vapor barrier 126, condensation may occur within the
insulation layer 120 causing degradation or other dam-
age thereto. The vapor barrier 126 may include a metal-
foil vapor barrier, an integral vapor barrier (as in the case
of a closed-cell neoprene rubber foam insulation), anoth-
er type of vapor blocking barrier, or a combination thereof.
Further, although FIGS. 1 and 2 depict the interior insu-
lation layer 120 as including both the insulation layer 124
and the vapor barrier 126, in some embodiments, the
vapor barrier 126 may be omitted. Also, in some embod-
iments additional layers (not shown) may be included
within the interior insulation layer 120.
[0015] In order to remove moisture that my accumulate
within insulation layers in general, some typical insulation
systems may include openings or slots that enable the
flow of moisture from within a typical inner insulation layer
to an external layer (e.g., through capillary action). In
these typical systems, the moisture may then be evapo-
rated from the exterior layer. In contrast to typical insu-
lation systems, with regard to the embodiments disclosed
herein, the interior insulation layer 120 may be fully en-
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capsulating, excluding openings that enable the flow of
moisture between the interior insulation layer 120 and
the exterior absorption layer 130. As such, the interior
insulation layer 120 may be protected from condensation
that accumulates within the exterior absorption layer 130.
[0016] The exterior absorption layer 130 may be at-
tached to the interior insulation layer 120. An outer sur-
face 132 of the exterior absorption layer 130 may be
adapted to absorb condensation when it forms, retaining
it within the exterior absorption layer 130. Further, the
exterior absorption layer 130 may be adapted to enable
the condensation to evaporate from the exterior absorp-
tion layer 130. In some embodiments, the exterior ab-
sorption layer 130 includes a meta-aramid material felt.
For example, the exterior absorption layer 130 may in-
clude a Nomex® felt. In some embodiments, the exterior
absorption layer 130 may include others type of absorb-
ent material. The exterior absorption layer 130 may be
attached to the interior insulation layer using an adhesive
134. In order to further secure the exterior absorption
layer 130, one or more tie wraps 136 may be applied to
the system 100. In some embodiments, the tie wraps 130
may be spaced evenly along the length of the system 100.
[0017] During operation, the system 100 may be sub-
jected to varying environmental conditions. For example,
sometimes the system 100 may be temporarily subjected
to a first set of environmental conditions. The first set of
environmental conditions may be estimated based on an
anticipated application of the system 100, and the system
100 may be designed accordingly. For example, a thick-
ness of the interior insulation layer 120 may be selected
based on predetermined environmental conditions.
Properties associated with the first set of environmental
conditions may include particular levels of humidity and
corresponding dew point temperatures.
[0018] During exposure to the first environmental con-
ditions, the interior insulation layer 120 may permit the
formation of condensation. For example, the interior in-
sulation layer 120 may too thin to enable the temperature
at the outer surface 122 of the interior insulation layer
120 to exceed the dew point temperatures associated
with the first environmental conditions. As condensation
forms proximate to the outer surface 122 of the interior
insulation layer 120, the exterior absorption layer 130
may absorb and retain the condensation. As such, the
exterior absorbent layer 130 may prevent free standing
water from accumulating on the outer surface 132 of the
exterior absorption layer 130, thereby protecting any
nearby water-sensitive equipment.
[0019] For the majority of its operational lifespan the
system 100 may be subjected to a second set of envi-
ronmental conditions or ranges of conditions. Properties
associated with the second set of environmental condi-
tions may include relatively low levels of humidity and
corresponding low dew point temperatures as compared
to the first set of environmental conditions. During the
second set of environmental conditions, the interior in-
sulation layer 120 may be sufficiently thick to prevent

condensation from forming on the outer surface 122 of
the interior insulation layer 120. For example, a temper-
ature of the outer surface 122 may be greater than a dew
point temperature associated with the second set of en-
vironmental conditions. Further, during the second set of
environmental conditions, the condensation retained by
the exterior absorbent layer 130 may be permitted to
evaporate into the surrounding environment. Thus, the
system 100 may be designed to temporarily withstand
condensation-producing environmental conditions.
[0020] A benefit of the system 100 is that a total thick-
ness of the interior insulation layer 120 and the exterior
absorption layer 130 may be reduced as compared to a
thickness of an insulation layer of a typical insulation sys-
tem, while still preventing free standing condensation.
Other benefits and advantages of the system 100 may
be apparent to persons of ordinary skill in the relevant
art having the benefit of this disclosure.
[0021] FIG. 3 is a plot depicting temperatures within a
typical insulation system. The temperatures are depicted
as a function of position within the system. For example,
the horizontal axis of FIG. 3 may correspond to a distance
from the center of a typical insulation system. The vertical
axis may correspond to the temperature of a cold volume
and of an insulation layer at each of the positions. As
depicted in the plot, at the left-hand side, the tempera-
tures may be low and generally constant within the cold
volume. At the point 302, where the cold volume adjoins
the insulation layer, the temperature may begin to in-
creases proportionally to the distance from the cold vol-
ume within the insulation layer. FIG. 3 may correspond
to typical insulation systems that are designed to prevent
condensation from forming in each of the contemplated
environmental condition in which the insulation system
may operate.
[0022] In FIG. 3, horizontal dotted lines mark a first
temperature threshold T1 and a second temperature
threshold T2. The first temperature threshold T1 may cor-
respond to a dew point of a first environmental condition.
The second temperature threshold T2 may correspond
to a dew point of a second environmental condition. In
order to prevent the formation of condensation on a sur-
face of the insulation during both environmental condi-
tions, the insulation layer may be sufficiently thick to en-
sure that a temperature at the surface of the insulation
layer (represented at the right-hand edge of the plot fur-
thest from the vertical axis) exceeds both of the temper-
ature thresholds T1 and T2. As depicted in FIG. 3, the
insulation may have a thickness D1 that causes the tem-
perature within the insulation to exceed the second tem-
perature threshold at a point 304 and to exceed the first
temperature threshold at a point 306. However, the thick-
ness D1 may be too thick for some applications, such as
within an avionics bay where space is generally limited.
[0023] FIG. 4 is a plot depicting temperatures within
an insulation system as described herein. For example,
the insulation system of FIG. 4 may correspond to the
insulation system 100. The horizontal axis of FIG. 4 may
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correspond to a distance from the center of the insulation
system 100. The vertical axis may correspond to a tem-
perature of within the coolant tube 110, within the interior
insulation layer 120, and within the exterior absorption
layer 130. As depicted, the temperature may be low and
generally constant within the coolant tube 110. At the
point 402, where the coolant tube 110 adjoins the interior
insulation layer 120, the temperature may increase pro-
portionally to the distance from the coolant tube 110. At
the point 404, the temperature may exceed the second
temperature threshold T2. At the point 406, where the
interior insulation layer 120 meets the exterior absorption
layer 130, the temperatures may again become constant
through the exterior absorption layer 130. In some em-
bodiments, the temperature may further increase
through the exterior absorption layer 130, depending on
the type of absorption material used and its associated
insulation properties.
[0024] As depicted in FIG. 4, the interior insulation lay-
er 120 may have a thickness D2 that causes the temper-
ature within the interior insulation layer 120 to exceed
the second temperature threshold T2 at a point 404. How-
ever, the thickness D2 may not be sufficient to enable
the temperature within the interior insulation layer 120 to
exceed the first temperature threshold T1. Thus, while
subjected to the first environmental condition, conden-
sation may occur proximate to the interior insulation layer
120. The condensation may be absorbed by the exterior
absorptions layer 130.
[0025] The first environmental condition may be asso-
ciated with transient, short-term conditions, such as high
humidity and/or air pressure. The thickness D3 of the
exterior absorption layer 130 may be selected based on
an estimated or predetermined amount of time associat-
ed with the transient, short-term conditions to ensure that
the exterior absorption layer 130 has the capacity to re-
tain the amount of condensation formed. The second en-
vironmental condition may be associated with long-term
conditions. During the long-term conditions, the thick-
ness D2 of the insulation layer may be sufficient to pre-
vent condensation. The thickness D2 may be selected
based on an estimated or predetermined dew point as-
sociated with the second environmental conditions and
based on a temperature of the coolant tube 110. During
the second environmental conditions, any condensation
that is already retained by the absorption layer may be
released into the surrounding environment as vapor.
[0026] An advantage of the embodiment of the con-
densation-controlling system described by the plot in
FIG. 4 is that the sum of the thickness D2 of the insulation
layer and the thickness D3 of the absorption layer may
be significantly smaller than the thickness D1 of a typical
insulation system, as described with reference to FIG. 3.
As such, space may be saved while preventing conden-
sation from forming and from possibly coming into con-
tact with surrounding equipment that may be water-sen-
sitive. Other benefits and advantages may be apparent
to persons of ordinary skill in the art having the benefit

of this disclosure.
[0027] FIG. 5 is a plot depicting temperatures of an
outer surface of a sample of insulation as a function of
thicknesses of the sample. The horizontal axis corre-
sponds to different thicknesses of the insulation. The ver-
tical axis corresponds to temperatures at an outer surface
of the insulation. The vertical dotted lines depict a thick-
ness D1 that may be associated with an outer surface of
typical insulation systems and a thickness D2 that may
be associated with the outer surface 122 of the interior
insulation layer 120 of the system 100. The horizontal
dotted lines depict a first temperature threshold T1 as-
sociated with a first environmental condition and a sec-
ond temperature threshold T2 associated with a second
environmental condition. At the point 502, it can be seen
that the temperature at the outer surface 122 of the inte-
rior insulation layer 120 falls between the first threshold
T1 and the second threshold T2. At the point 504, it can
be seen that the temperature at an outer surface of a
typical insulation system exceeds both the thresholds T1
and T2.
[0028] FIG. 5 illustrates diminishing returns with re-
spect to the benefit of adding additional thickness to an
insulation layer. Further, FIG. 5 highlights the significant
benefit of using the exterior absorption layer 130 to collect
and retain condensation during the first environmental
condition instead of employing a thicker insulation layer
to prevent the condensation from occurring. For example,
the thickness D2 may be much less than the thickness
D1.
[0029] FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective representa-
tion depicting an embodiment of a spacecraft 600 that
includes the condensation-controlling insulation system
100. The spacecraft 600 may include an avionics bay
602. An active thermal control system 604 may be posi-
tioned within the avionics bay 602. The condensation-
controlling insulation system 100 may be part of the active
thermal control system 604. Although FIG. 6 depicts the
avionics bay as corresponding to a spacecraft 600, the
avionics bay may also correspond to other types of air-
craft.
[0030] Additional water-sensitive equipment 606 may
also be positioned within the avionics bay 602. By retain-
ing condensation during a first environmental condition
and by preventing condensation during a second envi-
ronmental condition, the system 100 may prevent the
condensation from contacting the water-sensitive equip-
ment 606 thereby prevent it from being damaged or oth-
erwise malfunctioning. Other benefits and advantages of
the system 100 may be apparent to persons of ordinary
skill in the relevant art having the benefit of this disclo-
sure.
[0031] FIG. 7 is a flow chart depicting an embodiment
of a method 700 of condensation control performed by
an embodiment of a condensation-controlling insulation
system. The method 700 may include using an interior
insulation layer to buffer a cold surface from a surround-
ing environment, at 702. For example, the interior insu-
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lation layer 120 may buffer the surface 112 of the coolant
tube 110 from a surrounding environment.
[0032] The method 700 may further include using an
exterior absorption layer to retain condensation during a
first environmental condition, at 704. For example, the
exterior absorption layer 130 may retain condensation
during a first environmental condition. The first environ-
mental condition may result in a first dew point temper-
ature that is greater than a temperature of the outer sur-
face 122 of the insulation layer 120 as depicted with re-
spect to the temperature T1 and the point 406 of FIG. 4.
[0033] The method 700 may also include releasing the
condensation as a vapor during a second environmental
condition, at 706. For example, the exterior absorption
layer 130 may permit retained condensation to evaporate
during a second environmental condition. The second
environmental condition may result in a second dew point
temperature that is less than a temperature of the outer
surface 122 of the insulation layer 120 as depicted with
respect to the temperature T2 and the point 406 of FIG. 4.
[0034] A benefit and advantage of the method 700 is
that the capabilities of interior insulation layer may be
augmented by the exterior absorption layer to prevent
the formation of condensation and to retain condensation
that may form in order to prevent the condensation from
coming into contact with electrically sensitive equipment.
The method 700 may result in a significant size reduction
of an insulation system. Other benefits and advantages
of the method 700 may be apparent to persons of ordinary
skill in the relevant art having the benefit of this disclo-
sure.
[0035] FIG. 8 is a flow chart depicting an embodiment
of a method 800 of forming a condensation-controlling
insulation system. The method 800 may include selecting
a thickness of an interior insulation layer based on a tem-
perature of a cold surface to permit a temperature of an
outer surface of an interior insulation layer to fall below
a first threshold during a first environmental condition and
to cause the temperature of the outer surface of the in-
terior insulation layer to exceed a second threshold dur-
ing a second environmental condition, at 802. For exam-
ple, the thickness D2 of FIG. 4 may be selected based
on a temperature of an outer surface 112 of the coolant
tube 110 to permit a temperature of the outer surface 122
of the interior insulation layer 120 to fall below the dew
point T1 associated with a first environmental condition
and to cause the temperature of the outer surface 122
of the interior insulation layer 120 to exceed the dew point
T2 associated with a second environmental condition.
[0036] The method 800 may further include forming
the interior insulation layer based on the selected thick-
ness, at 804. For example, the interior insulation layer
120 may be formed having a thickness that corresponds
to D2 of FIG. 4.
[0037] The method 800 may also include applying the
interior insulation layer to the cold surface, at 806. For
example, the interior insulation layer 120 may be applied
to the outer surface 112 of the coolant tube 110 using

the adhesive 128.
[0038] The method 800 may include selecting a thick-
ness of an exterior absorption layer to retain a predeter-
mined amount of condensation, at 808. For example, the
thickness D3 of FIG. 4 may be selected to enable the
exterior absorption layer 130 to retain a predetermined
amount of condensation. The predetermined amount of
condensation may be based on an estimated exposure
time to the first environmental conditions.
[0039] The method 800 may further include forming
the exterior absorption layer based on the selected thick-
ness, at 810. For example, the exterior absorption layer
130 may be formed having a thickness that corresponds
to D3 of FIG. 4.
[0040] The method 800 may also include applying the
exterior absorption layer to the interior insulation layer,
at 812. For example, the exterior absorption layer 130
may be applied to the interior insulation layer 120 using
the adhesive 134. In some embodiments, the surface
122 of the interior insulation layer 120 may be cleaned
with a solvent before the application of the exterior ab-
sorption layer 130. Further, in some embodiments, the
exterior absorption layer may be applied in pre-cut strips.
A tie wrap, e.g., the tie wrap 136, may also be used to
secure the exterior absorption layer 130.
[0041] A benefit and advantage of the method 800 is
that an insulation system may be formed with augmented
capabilities as compared to typical insulation systems.
For example, the method 800 may result in a significant
size reduction of the insulation system as compared to
typical methods of forming insulation systems while still
preventing condensation from coming into contact with
water-sensitive equipment. Other benefits and advantag-
es of the method 800 may be apparent to persons of
ordinary skill in the relevant art having the benefit of this
disclosure.
[0042] Although various embodiments have been
shown and described, the present disclosure is not so
limited and will be understood to include all such modifi-
cations and variations are would be apparent to one
skilled in the art.
[0043] Further, the disclosure comprises embodi-
ments according to the following clauses:

1. A condensation-controlling insulation system
comprising:

an interior insulation layer for application to a
cold surface; and
an exterior absorption layer adapted to retain
condensation during a first environmental con-
dition and to release the condensation as a va-
por during a second environmental condition.

2. The system of Clause 1, wherein a thickness of
the interior insulation layer is selected to permit a
temperature of an outer surface of the interior insu-
lation layer to fall below a first threshold during the
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first environmental condition and to cause the tem-
perature of the outer surface of the interior insulation
layer to exceed a second threshold during a second
environmental condition.
3. The system of Clause 2, wherein the first threshold
is a first dew point associated with the first environ-
mental condition, and wherein the second threshold
is a second dew point associated with the second
environmental condition.
4. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 3, wherein the
interior insulation layer includes:

a fiberglass insulation; and
a metal-foil vapor barrier.

5. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 4, wherein the
interior insulation layer includes:

a closed-cell neoprene rubber foam insulation;
and
an integral vapor barrier.

6. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 5, wherein a
thickness of the exterior absorption layer is selected
to retain a predetermined amount of condensation.
7. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 6, wherein the
exterior absorption layer includes a meta-aramid
material felt.
8. The system of Clause 7, wherein the exterior ab-
sorption layer includes an open-cell neoprene rubber
foam insulation.
9. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 8, wherein the
cold surface is part of a coolant container.
10. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 9, wherein the
cold surface is part of an active thermal control sys-
tem coolant tube in an avionics bay that is part of an
aircraft, a spacecraft, or a combination thereof.
11. The system of any of Clauses 1 to 10, wherein
the interior insulation layer excludes openings that
enable the flow of moisture between the inner insu-
lation layer and the exterior absorption layer.
12. A method comprising:

using an interior insulation layer to buffer a cold
surface from a surrounding environment;
using an exterior absorption layer to retain con-
densation during a first environmental condition;
and
releasing the condensation as a vapor during a
second environmental condition.

13. The method of Clause 12, wherein a thickness
of the interior insulation layer is selected to permit a
temperature of an outer surface of the interior insu-
lation layer to fall below a first threshold during a first
environmental condition and to cause the tempera-
ture of the outer surface of the interior insulation layer
to exceed a second threshold during a second envi-

ronmental condition.
14. The method of Clause 13, wherein the first
threshold is a first dew point associated with the first
environmental condition, and wherein the second
threshold is a second dew point associated with the
second environmental condition.
15. The method of any of Clauses 12 to 14, wherein
a thickness of the exterior absorption layer is select-
ed to retain a predetermined amount of condensa-
tion.
16. A method comprising:

applying an interior insulation layer to a cold sur-
face; and
applying an exterior absorption layer to the in-
terior insulation layer, wherein the exterior ab-
sorption layer is adapted to retain condensation
during a first environmental condition and to re-
lease the condensation as a vapor during a sec-
ond environmental condition.

17. The method of Clause 16, further comprising:

selecting a thickness of the interior insulation
layer based on a temperature of the cold surface
to permit a temperature of an outer surface of
the interior insulation layer to fall below a first
threshold during the first environmental condi-
tion and to cause the temperature of the outer
surface of the interior insulation layer to exceed
a second threshold during a second environ-
mental condition; and
forming the interior insulation layer based on the
selected thickness.

18. The method of Clause 17, wherein the first
threshold is a first dew point associated with the first
environmental condition, and wherein the second
threshold is a second dew point associated with the
second environmental condition.
19. The method of any of Clauses 16 to 18, wherein
applying the interior insulation layer further compris-
es:

applying an insulating material to the cold sur-
face; and
applying a vapor barrier to the insulating mate-
rial.

20. The method of any of Clauses 16 to 19, further
comprising:

selecting a thickness of the exterior absorption
layer to retain a predetermined amount of con-
densation; and
forming the exterior absorption layer based on
the selected thickness.
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Claims

1. A condensation-controlling insulation system (100)
comprising:

an interior insulation layer (120) for application
to a cold surface (112); and
an exterior absorption layer (130) adapted to re-
tain condensation during a first environmental
condition and to release the condensation as a
vapor during a second environmental condition.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein a thickness of the
interior insulation layer (120) is selected to permit a
temperature of an outer surface of the interior insu-
lation layer (120) to fall below a first threshold during
the first environmental condition and to cause the
temperature of the outer surface of the interior insu-
lation layer (120) to exceed a second threshold dur-
ing a second environmental condition.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the first threshold is
a first dew point associated with the first environmen-
tal condition, and wherein the second threshold is a
second dew point associated with the second envi-
ronmental condition.

4. The system of any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the in-
terior insulation layer (120) includes:

a fiberglass insulation; and
a metal-foil vapor barrier.

5. The system of any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the in-
terior insulation layer (120) includes:

a closed-cell neoprene rubber foam insulation;
and
an integral vapor barrier.

6. The system of any of claims 1 to 5, wherein a thick-
ness of the exterior absorption layer (130) is selected
to retain a predetermined amount of condensation.

7. The system of any of claims 1 to 6, wherein the ex-
terior absorption layer (130) includes a meta-aramid
material felt.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the exterior absorp-
tion layer (130) includes an open-cell neoprene rub-
ber foam insulation.

9. The system of any of claims 1 to 8, wherein the cold
surface (112) is part of a coolant container.

10. The system of any of claims 1 to 9, wherein the cold
surface (112) is part of an active thermal control sys-
tem coolant tube in an avionics bay that is part of an

aircraft, a spacecraft, or a combination thereof.

11. The system of any of claims 1 to 10, wherein the
interior insulation layer (120) excludes openings that
enable the flow of moisture between the interior in-
sulation layer (120) and the exterior absorption layer
(130).

12. A method (700) comprising:

using (702) an interior insulation layer (120) to
buffer a cold surface (112) from a surrounding
environment;
using (704) an exterior absorption layer (130) to
retain condensation during a first environmental
condition;
releasing (706) the condensation as a vapor dur-
ing a second environmental condition; and in
particular wherein the method uses an insulation
system (100) of any of claims 1 to 11.

13. A method (800) comprising:

applying (806) an interior insulation layer (120)
to a cold surface (112); and
applying (812) an exterior absorption layer (130)
to the interior insulation layer (120), wherein the
exterior absorption layer (130) is adapted to re-
tain condensation during a first environmental
condition and to release the condensation as a
vapor during a second environmental condition.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

selecting (802) a thickness of the interior insu-
lation layer (120) based on a temperature of the
cold surface to permit a temperature of an outer
surface of the interior insulation layer (120) to
fall below a first threshold during the first envi-
ronmental condition and to cause the tempera-
ture of the outer surface of the interior insulation
layer (120) to exceed a second threshold during
a second environmental condition;
forming (804) the interior insulation layer (120)
based on the selected thickness; and
wherein the first threshold is a first dew point
associated with the first environmental condi-
tion, and wherein the second threshold is a sec-
ond dew point associated with the second envi-
ronmental condition.

15. The method of claim 13 or 14, wherein applying the
interior insulation layer (120) further comprises at
least one of:

1) applying an insulating material to the cold sur-
face and applying a vapor barrier to the insulat-
ing material, or

13 14 



EP 3 260 367 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2) selecting a thickness of the exterior absorp-
tion layer (130) to retain a predetermined
amount of condensation and forming the exte-
rior absorption layer (130) based on the selected
thickness.
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