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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present application relates generally to the
field of computer software. More particularly, the appli-
cation relates to a system and method for providing an
improved user experience when viewing multiple-value
properties of files on a system. Some aspects relate to
the manner in which aggregated multiple-value proper-
ties are selected and prioritized for display.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The need to readily identify items stored in a
computing environment such as a personal computer
(PC) is dramatically increasing as more individuals utilize
computers in their daily routines, and as the type of stored
information varies between pictures, music, documents,
etc. Documents and media are typically stored on com-
puters in a hierarchical fashion and are organized with
files of information or media stored within folders. File
system browsers enable users to navigate through the
file system and locate and open files and folders. For
example, Microsoft Corporation’s WINDOWS® EX-
PLORER™ is an operating system utility which enables
users to browse the file system.
[0003] When browsing files on a system, some sys-
tems may display one or more properties or file attributes
for a selected file. The WINDOWS® EXPLORER™ al-
lows users to right-click a mouse button on a file icon,
and view a pop-up dialog containing selected properties
of the file. Properties may include file type, location, size
and creation date, but are rather limited in scope. As com-
puting systems become more and more sophisticated,
more sophisticated properties and property presentation
techniques will be desirable.
[0004] One type of more sophisticated property is the
multi-value property. A multi-value property is a property
that may have more than one value associated with it.
For example, in the MICROSOFT OUTLOOK® email
program, an email’s addressee field ("To") may have mul-
tiple addressees.
[0005] Users often have difficulty editing multi-value
property fields. Some users have difficulty with the de-
limiters (such as semicolons) used to separate the mul-
tiple values in the displayed multi-value property fields.
MICROSOFT OUTLOOK® uses a semicolon to separate
the multiple entries, and users often either fail to notice
this delimiter, accidentally delete it, or accidentally insert
too many delimiters, as they go about editing the "To"
field for their email. Other users misspell entries in the
multi-value fields, causing greater confusion down the
road.
[0006] Accordingly, there is a need for an improved
way of handling the display of properties, and of manag-
ing multi-value properties, to simplify the user’s experi-
ence in navigating and managing files on a computing

system.
[0007] US 2003/0156119 A1 discloses a method and
a system for graphically identifying properties of files rep-
resented in an interface such as a computer display. The
properties may comprise file permissions, file ages and
relative file size. The properties may be represented by
using different encoding of icons, color encoding of text
associated with icons, shape of the icons or combinations
thereof.
[0008] US 5 982 369 A discloses a method for display-
ing images representing search results on a computer
display. Based on a search with different keywords, the
search results may be displayed on different quadrants
of a computer display depending on the correlation to the
different keywords.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The invention provides a method of displaying
file properties on a display of a computer system accord-
ing to claim 1.
[0010] Aspects of the present invention may meet one
or more of the above needs, and overcome one or more
deficiencies in the prior art, by providing a system and
method for user modification of properties (or metadata).
In one aspect, a shell browser is provided which includes
a display of file properties that may include multi-value
properties. The user may edit the multi-value property,
and the system may intelligently assist the user in editing
the multi-value property. The system may tokenize the
multi-value property values, and may provide persistent
prompt text within a multi-value property field as a re-
minder to the user of the field’s options.
[0011] The system may display aggregated property
values, and may incorporate visual differences to asso-
ciate aggregated values with the files to which they apply.
Editing of the aggregated values is possible, and when
editing aggregated multi-value properties, the system
may intelligently assist the user in selecting (or avoiding)
entries based on a variety of factors, such as the entries
already in use and the context in which the property val-
ues are used.
[0012] When aggregating multi-value properties for
multiple selected files, the system may also take steps
to help preserve the order in which particular values ap-
peared in the various files. Values that tended to appear
more often in the beginning of a file’s multi-value property
will tend to appear towards the beginning of the corre-
sponding aggregated multi-value property.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] The present invention is described in detail be-
low with reference to the attached drawing figures,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a computing-system
environment suitable for use in implementing one or
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more features described herein.
FIG. 2A is a block diagram of an exemplary graphical
user interface for a shell browser having an edit con-
trol.
FIG. 2B is a block diagram of an exemplary graphical
user interface for a shell browser having one or more
edit controls.
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a welcome panel
in a shell browser;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a selected panel in
a shell browser;
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of the selected panel
of FIG. 4 including a context menu enabling a user
to modify metadata in a shell browser.
FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for en-
abling a user to modify metadata displayed in a wel-
come panel within a shell browser.
FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for en-
abling a user to modify metadata displayed in a se-
lected panel within a shell browser.
FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a data structure contain-
ing user modifiable metadata associated with an item
displayed in a shell browser.
FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a selected panel in
a shell browser with extended controls.
FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a selected panel
similar to FIG. 4 but including a context menu ena-
bling a user to select a previewer in a shell browser.
FIG. 11A is a flow diagram illustrating a method for
enabling a user to select a previewer in a shell brows-
er.
FIG. 11B is a flow diagram illustrating a method for
enabling the system to select a previewer in a shell
browser.
FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for
enabling the use of third party previewers in a shell
browser.
FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a data structure con-
taining information indicative of multiple previewers
in a shell browser.
FIGS. 14a-b depict an example flow diagram of a
process that may employ features described herein.
FIG. 15 depicts an example file browser user inter-
face and various user interface elements.
FIG. 16 depicts a modified version of the interface
in FIG. 15, in which the preview area is resized.
FIG. 17 depicts another modified version of the in-
terface in FIG. 15, in which the preview area is re-
sized.
FIG. 18 depicts an alternative browser interface with
a different orientation of preview elements.
FIG. 19 depicts an example of a common file dialog
that includes a preview interface.
FIG. 20 depicts an example of a stacked preview
presentation.
FIG. 21 depicts another example of a stacked pre-
view presentation, having more stacked previews
than the example shown in FIG. 20.

FIG. 22 depicts an example of a preview occurring
when multiple files are selected.
FIG. 23 depicts an example browser having multiple
files selected, and visual differentiation of corre-
sponding properties and files.
FIG. 24 depicts an example browser having multiple
files selected, and an aggregated property field.
FIG. 25 depicts an example of an aggregated prop-
erty field, with visual differentiation to correlate prop-
erties with one or more selected files.
FIGS. 26A-B depict an example process by which
several selected multi-value properties may have
their values aggregated.
FIG. 27 depicts an example of a multi-value property
field.
FIG. 28 depicts an example process for an autose-
lect feature.
FIG. 29 depicts an example of a multi-value property
field with the autocomplete feature.
FIG. 30 depicts an example process for an autocom-
plete feature.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] The present invention relates to a system and
method for providing an improved user experience within
a shell browser by offering users a preview of one or
more selected files from the browser. An exemplary op-
erating environment for the present invention is de-
scribed below.
[0015] Referring to the drawings in general and initially
to FIG. 1 in particular, wherein like reference numerals
identify like components in the various figures, an exem-
plary operating environment is shown and designated
generally as operating environment 100. The computing
system environment 100 is only one example of a suitable
computing environment and is not intended to suggest
any limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of
the invention. Neither should the computing environment
100 be interpreted as having any dependency or require-
ment relating to any one or combination of components
illustrated in the exemplary operating environment 100.
[0016] The features described herein may be de-
scribed in the general context of computer-executable
instructions, such as program modules, being executed
by a computer. Generally, program modules include rou-
tines, programs, objects, components, data structures,
etc., that perform particular tasks or implement particular
abstract data types. Moreover, those skilled in the art will
appreciate that the features may be practiced with a va-
riety of computer-system configurations, including hand-
held devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-
based or programmable-consumer electronics, mini-
computers, mainframe computers, and the like. They
may also be practiced in distributed-computing environ-
ments where tasks are performed by remote-processing
devices that are linked through a communications net-
work. In a distributed-computing environment, program
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modules may be located in both local and remote com-
puter-storage media including memory storage devices.
[0017] With reference to FIG. 1, an exemplary system
100 includes a general purpose computing device in the
form of a computer 110 including a processing unit 120,
a system memory 130, and a system bus 121 that cou-
ples various system components including the system
memory 130 to the processing unit 120. If desired, any
of the elements described herein may be implemented
as standalone elements (e.g., a single processing unit),
or as multiple elements working in concert (e.g., multiple
processing units).
[0018] Computer 110 typically includes a variety of
computer-readable media. By way of example, and not
limitation, computer-readable media may comprise com-
puter-storage media and communication media. Exam-
ples of computer-storage media include, but are not lim-
ited to, Random Access Memory (RAM); Read-Only
Memory (ROM); Electronically Erasable Programmable
Read-Only Memory (EEPROM); flash memory or other
memory technology; CD-ROM, digital versatile discs
(DVD) or other optical or holographic disc storage; mag-
netic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices; or any other medium
that can be used to store desired information and be ac-
cessed by computer 110. The system memory 130 in-
cludes computer-storage media in the form of volatile
and/or nonvolatile memory such as ROM 131 and RAM
132. A Basic Input/Output System 133 (BIOS), containing
the basic routines that help to transfer information be-
tween elements within computer 110 (such as during
start-up) is typically stored in ROM 131. RAM 132 typi-
cally contains data and/or program modules that are im-
mediately accessible to and/or presently being operated
on by processing unit 120. By way of example, and not
limitation, FIG. 1 illustrates operating system 134, appli-
cation programs 135, other program modules 136, and
program data 137.
[0019] The computer 110 may also include other re-
movable/nonremovable, volatile/nonvolatile computer-
storage media. By way of example only, FIG. 1 illustrates
a hard disk drive 141 that reads from or writes to nonre-
movable, nonvolatile magnetic media, a magnetic disk
drive 151 that reads from or writes to a removable, non-
volatile magnetic disk 152, and an optical disc drive 155
that reads from or writes to a removable, nonvolatile op-
tical disc 156 such as a CD-ROM or other optical media.
Other removable/nonremovable, volatile/nonvolatile
computer-storage media that can be used in the exem-
plary operating environment include, but are not limited
to, magnetic tape cassettes, flash memory units, digital
versatile disks, digital video tape, solid state RAM, solid
state ROM, and the like. The hard disk drive 141 is typ-
ically connected to the system bus 121 through a nonre-
movable memory interface such as interface 140. Mag-
netic disk drive 151 and optical disc drive 155 are typically
connected to the system bus 121 by a removable memory
interface, such as interface 150.

[0020] The drives and their associated computer-stor-
age media discussed above and illustrated in FIG. 1 pro-
vide storage of computer-readable instructions, data
structures, program modules and other data for computer
110. For example, hard disk drive 141 is illustrated as
storing operating system 144, application programs 145,
other program modules 146, and program data 147. Note
that these components can either be the same as or dif-
ferent from operating system 134, application programs
135, other program modules 136, and program data 137.
Typically, the operating system, application programs
and the like that are stored in RAM are portions of the
corresponding systems, programs, or data read from
hard disk drive 141, the portions varying in size and scope
depending on the functions desired. Operating system
144, application programs 145, other program modules
146, and program data 147 are given different numbers
here to illustrate that, at a minimum, they can be different
copies. A user may enter commands and information into
the computer 110 through input devices such as a key-
board 162; pointing device 161, commonly referred to as
a mouse, trackball or touch pad; a wireless-input-recep-
tion component 163; or a wireless source such as a re-
mote control. Other input devices (not shown) may in-
clude a microphone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish,
scanner, or the like. These and other input devices are
often connected to the processing unit 120 through a
user-input interface 160 that is coupled to the system bus
121 but may be connected by other interface and bus
structures, such as a parallel port, game port, IEEE 1394
port, or a universal serial bus (USB), or infrared (IR) bus.
[0021] A display device 191 is also connected to the
system bus 121 via an interface, such as a video interface
190. Display device 191 can be any device to display the
output of computer 110 not limited to a monitor, an LCD
screen, a Thin Film Transistor (TFT) screen, a flat-panel
display, a conventional television, or screen projector. In
addition to the display device 191, computers may also
include other peripheral output devices such as speakers
197 and printer 196, which may be connected through
an output peripheral interface 195.
[0022] The computer 110 may operate in a networked
environment using logical connections to one or more
remote computers, such as a remote computer 180. The
remote computer 180 may be a personal computer, and
typically includes many or all of the elements described
above relative to the computer 110, although only a mem-
ory storage device 181 has been illustrated in FIG. 1.
The logical connections depicted in FIG. 1 include a local-
area network (LAN) 171 and a wide-area network (WAN)
173 but may also include other networks, such as con-
nections to a metropolitan-area network (MAN), intranet,
or the Internet.
[0023] When used in a LAN networking environment,
the computer 110 may be connected to the LAN 171
through a network interface or adapter 170. When used
in a WAN networking environment, the computer 110
may include a modem 172 or other means for establish-
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ing communications over the WAN 173, such as the In-
ternet. The modem 172, which may be internal or exter-
nal, may be connected to the system bus 121 via the
network interface 170, or other appropriate mechanism.
Modem 172 could be a cable modem, DSL modem, or
other broadband device. In a networked environment,
program modules depicted relative to the computer 110,
or portions thereof, may be stored in the remote memory
storage device. By way of example, and not limitation,
FIG. 1 illustrates remote application programs 185 as
residing on memory device 181. It will be appreciated
that the network connections shown are exemplary and
other means of establishing a communications link be-
tween the computers may be used.
[0024] Other internal components of the computer 110
are possible, but not shown. For example, various ex-
pansion cards such as television-tuner cards and net-
work-interface cards may be incorporated within a com-
puter 110.
[0025] When the computer 110 is turned on or reset,
the BIOS 133, which is stored in ROM 131, instructs the
processing unit 120 to load the operating system, or nec-
essary portion thereof, from the hard disk drive 141 into
the RAM 132. Once the copied portion of the operating
system, designated as operating system 144, is loaded
into RAM 132, the processing unit 120 executes the op-
erating-system code and causes the visual elements as-
sociated with the user interface of the operating system
134 to be displayed on the display device 191. Typically,
when an application program 145 is opened by a user,
the program code and relevant data are read from the
hard disk drive 141 and the necessary portions are copied
into RAM 132, the copied portion represented herein by
reference numeral 135.
[0026] As previously mentioned, the features de-
scribed herein may be described in the general context
of computer-useable instructions. Computer-useable in-
structions include functions, procedures, schemas, rou-
tines, code segments, and modules useable by one or
more computers or other devices. The computer-useable
instructions form an interface to allow a computer to react
according to a source of input. The instructions cooperate
with other code segments to initiate a variety of tasks in
response to data received in conjunction with the source
of the received data.
[0027] Turning to FIG. 2A, a panel 200 represents a
screen-size display area for a graphical user interface of
a shell browser. The panel 200 contains a preview panel
area 202 and a view area 204. The preview panel 202
may include a preview control 206, a user interface (UI)
or edit control 208, and a task control 210. Typically, the
preview control 206 will provide the user with an image
or other visual display of the item being previewed (e.g.,
a selected file). The preview control 206 may also present
the user with controls such as iterator buttons which allow
the user to shift the focus from one item to the next by
clicking a mouse button. Metadata corresponding to one
or more items and/or metadata corresponding to the item

container may be displayed in a variety of locations within
the panel 200. For example, the edit control and metadata
may be co-located within edit control area 208 so that
the edit control area not only includes a display of key
properties of the previewed item but also presents the
user with the option of making edits to the metadata. The
task control 210 contains tasks relevant to the name-
space and/or the selection. The various elements de-
scribed herein may share a display area, such as ap-
pearing in a common user-interface panel, or alternative-
ly they may have their own separate areas, such as dis-
tinct panels.
[0028] Optional features may be included within the
panel 200, and features may be removed. For example,
the preview control 206 and the task control 210 may be
removed. Moreover, other features which are not shown
in FIG. 2A, such as a toolbar which includes iterator but-
tons or a show/hide button so the user can open/close
the preview pane, may optionally be added. These and
other optional features may assist the user in readily lo-
cating a particular item in the shell browser.
[0029] The view area 204 provides a listview, such as
an enumeration or list of items, of one or more items 212,
such as file system files or folders. The items and shell
items may be files, folders and/or other such containers,
and may include other non-file objects that can be rep-
resented in a listview. Examples of non-file objects may
include, but would not be limited to, devices, contacts,
favorites and email messages. The terms "shell browser"
and "file system browser" are used interchangeably here-
in to refer to a browser which allows a user to navigate
through one or more namespaces including files and oth-
er non-file items.
[0030] Many possible designs and layouts are possible
for the panel 200. For example, the preview panel 202
is shown above the view area 204 in FIG. 2A. However,
other layouts, such as placing the preview panel 202 and
the view area 204 side-by-side, are possible as well. The
location of the edit control 208 may also be independent
of the location of the displayed metadata and independ-
ent of the location of any other controls. There are also
many possible view types for the items depicted in
listview area 204, such as details, slide show, filmstrip,
thumbnail, tiles, icons, etc.
[0031] FIG. 2B is similar to FIG. 2A, except that the
view area 204 is replaced by a view area 214 which dis-
plays the items 212 in details mode. For shell items dis-
played in details mode, the items 212 may be aligned in
a column at the left-hand side of view area 214, and one
or more column headings 216 form the top row of a set
of columns containing metadata 218 relating to the cor-
responding item located in the same row. The user may
change a metadata value to another value through in-
stantiation of one or more edit controls 208 anywhere
within the panel 200. For example, an edit control may
be provided within the preview panel 202 and/or within
the view area 214. For example, an edit control which is
not initially visible to a user may be provided within the
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view area 214. Such a control can be instantiated, for
example, when the user hovers over the metadata 218
and then clicks on it to enter an editing mode.
[0032] Referring next to FIG. 3, a schematic illustration
is provided of a welcome panel 300 in a shell browser.
A welcome panel is sometimes referred to as a "null se-
lect" panel because it represents a namespace/page or
container as opposed to a selection. If the user has not
yet made a selection, a preview panel 302 may display
metadata 304 and key tasks relating to the folder or shell
library. If desired, the tasks may be separated into pre-
miered tasks 306 and other relevant tasks 308. The wel-
come panel 300 also includes a view area 310, in which
multiple files or other items 312 may be viewed. The wel-
come pane metadata 304 may include information such
as properties of the container (e.g., MyPictures), in which
case the metadata display may be static. Alternatively,
the welcome pane metadata 304 may include information
such as a sampling of metadata from each of the items
within the container, in which case the metadata display
may change frequently. For example, the metadata dis-
play may be limited to properties of one item at a time by
cycling from one item to the next every 30 seconds.
[0033] FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of a selected
panel 400 in a shell browser. As opposed to a welcome
panel, a selected panel represents a selection by the
user. If the user selects a container or folder, the selected
panel need not be identical to the welcome panel for that
container or folder. In FIG. 4, the selected panel 400 in-
cludes a preview panel 402 which contains a preview
control 404, a metadata display 406 and a tasks display
408. Like the welcome panel 300 (in FIG. 3), the selected
panel 400 also includes a view area 410, in which multiple
files or other items 412 may be viewed. In FIG. 4, how-
ever, the user has selected one of the files. Consequent-
ly, the preview control 404 displays a preview image of
the selected file, the metadata display 406 shows prop-
erties of the selected file, and the tasks display 408 pro-
vides a menu of relevant tasks for operating on the se-
lected file.
[0034] FIG. 5 is a schematic representation of the se-
lected panel of FIG. 4 but which also includes a context
menu 500 to enable a user to modify metadata in a shell
browser. The context menu 500 in FIG. 5 presents the
user with several options for changing the selected meta-
data. The generic text shown in the menu 500 is of course
merely one example of the type of options which may be
presented to a user for editing the displayed metadata.
A context menu can be provided in any panel, including
a welcome pane, to improve the user experience. As
those skilled in the art will appreciate, any number and
variety of context menus could be supported. One means
for enabling user modifications to displayed metadata
within a shell browser is to provide a context menu such
as editable metadata context menu 500. A user may sum-
mon the context menu, for example, by clicking on the
corresponding text or object in the preview panel.
[0035] Means other than context menus may be used

for enabling user modifications to displayed metadata
within a shell browser. One such means for is for the user
to click on the metadata to enter an editing mode. By
contrast, a user could enter an editing mode by hovering
over the relevant text or object in the preview panel. Any
known form of entering and/or editing data may be used.
[0036] FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a method
600 for enabling a user to modify metadata displayed in
a welcome panel within a shell browser. The method 600
includes displaying a welcome panel and metadata as-
sociated with the welcome panel at 602. Then, at 604,
the method provides a control for user modification of the
displayed metadata. When the user manipulates the con-
trol to modify the displayed metadata at 606, the method
then associates the modified metadata with the welcome
panel at 608 so that the modified metadata will be dis-
played the next time the welcome panel is displayed.
[0037] FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a method
700 for enabling a user to modify metadata displayed in
a selected panel within a shell browser. At 702, the meth-
od 700 first displays a number of items, such as items in
a welcome panel or items in a selected container. When
the user selects one or more of the items at 704, the
method displays metadata associated with the selected
item(s) at 706. At 708, the method provides a control for
user modification of the displayed metadata. When the
user manipulates the control to modify the displayed
metadata at 710, the method then associates the modi-
fied metadata with the selected item(s) at 712 so that the
modified metadata will be displayed the next time the
selected item(s) is/are displayed.
[0038] In the event a user selects multiple items at 704,
the displayed metadata may include intersecting proper-
ties of the selected items, a union of properties, or per-
haps a new property relevant to the selected items. For
example, data may be aggregated to provide a total file
size, total playing time, total number of items, average
file size, average playing time, etc. Alternatively, the dis-
played metadata may include a rotating sample of meta-
data from each of the selected items (e.g., cycling from
one selected item’s metadata to the next selected item’s
metadata every 30 seconds). It is possible for the display
of metadata which would result from a selection of all of
the items to be identical to the display of metadata which
would result from a null select.
[0039] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a data structure 800
containing user modifiable metadata associated with an
item displayed in a shell browser. The data structure 800
includes a title field 802 which indicates the name of the
item. In the case of non-file items, the title field 802 may
contain the name of whatever property is used to alpha-
betize that item in a listview. The data structure 800 in-
cludes a user editable properties field 804 containing one
or more properties associated with the displayed item,
wherein the user editable properties are displayed in the
shell browser with the displayed item. The data structure
800 may optionally include a read-only properties field
806 which contains any read-only properties associated
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with the displayed item and worthy of display in the shell
browser. Given the size constraints of the metadata dis-
play in the shell browser, the number of properties in
fields 804 and 806 may be limited. Consequently, the
data structure 800 may optionally include an all proper-
ties field 808, which contains a link or pointer to a location
(e.g., a property page) which contains all of the properties
or metadata associated with the displayed item. Of
course, the all properties field 808 would not be neces-
sary in the event that fields 804 and 806 contain all of
the properties associated with the displayed item. The
data structure 800 is stored on one or more computer-
readable media, such as in a file system or shell, to pro-
vide rich storage views, and thus an improved user ex-
perience, within the shell browser.
[0040] A number of scenarios may be enabled with the
features described herein. As a first example, a student
can manage her projects using the preview panel. When
she obtains new documents as part of a project she is
working on, she can select those documents in her doc-
ument library and enter the name of the document author
and the name of the project into keyword fields using the
edit control. Now the new documents will show up in her
favorite view: "Documents Grouped by Keyword and List-
ed by Author." A second example involves an employee
looking for materials for an upcoming ad campaign. As
he browses through his employer’s stock collection of
photos using the shell browser, he selects a couple of
pictures and, from the preview pane, adds a new keyword
"Summer 2003 Campaign." Having updated the metada-
ta for a multiple selection, the employee then pivots by
keyword and can view all of the "Summer 2003 Cam-
paign" files grouped together.
[0041] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a selected pan-
el similar to the selected panel of 400 of FIG. 4 but with
extended controls. The selected panel 900 includes a
preview panel 902 which contains a preview control 904
having extended controls 914, a metadata display 906
and a tasks display 908. The selected panel 900 also
includes a view area 910, in which multiple files or other
items 912 may be viewed. The user has selected one of
the files 912, so the preview control 904 displays a pre-
view image of the selected file, the metadata display 906
shows properties of the selected file, and the tasks dis-
play 908 provides a menu of relevant tasks for operating
on the selected file.
[0042] The extended controls 914 represent a higher
level of functionality. For example, a default preview pan-
el or preview control, such as that shown in FIG. 4, may
simply display a preview image of a selected item. If the
item is a word processing document or slide presentation,
the default preview image may be the first page of the
document or slide deck. However, by extending the func-
tionality of the preview image to make it more interactive,
a user can quite easily manipulate extended controls 914
to page through the document or slide presentation. This
enhanced level of functionality improves the user expe-
rience because it allows the user to more comprehen-

sively browse the previewed item without opening it,
which is particularly useful for files that are not readily
identifiable based on the first page alone.
[0043] Extended controls 914 can be made available
to the user as part of an alternative previewer in a shell
browser. The term "previewer" can refer to a preview con-
trol, a preview panel which includes a preview control, or
software relating to the selection, generation and/or dis-
play of previews. A shell browser may provide the user
with a default previewer offering a standard level of func-
tionality for multiple item types and one or more alterna-
tive previewers offering a different level of functionality
for particular item types to enhance the user experience.
Opening up the development of alternative previewers
to independent software vendors (ISVs) and other third
party developers adds value to the file browsing experi-
ence by showing relevant aspects of the file in an easily
recognizable way. Custom previewers for numerous file
types and non-file item types including, but not limited to,
image files, video files, contacts, games, scanners, video
cameras, document files, spreadsheet files, slide pres-
entation files, drawing files and tablet ink files may be
developed.
[0044] Third parties are allowed to describe and dem-
onstrate their file types by providing code that can look
inside the file type and provide a meaningful image that
a user will understand. For example, Apple could imple-
ment a QUICKTIME™ preview control, which would be
displayed when the user selects a QUICKTIME™ file in
the shell browser. This preview control could provide an
alternative or extended level of functionality beyond the
default previewer in the shell of an operating system,
including functionality such as showing the entirety or a
portion (e.g., the first five seconds) of a QUICKTIME™
movie and/or offering buttons and controls for the user
to launch the QUICKTIME™ player. An alternative pre-
viewer for a music file could provide similar extended
functionality. As those skilled in the art will appreciate,
the possibilities for extended functionality in an alterna-
tive previewer are unlimited.
[0045] FIG. 10 is a schematic representation of a se-
lected panel similar to FIG. 4 but which also includes a
context menu 1014 to enable a user to modify metadata
in a shell browser. The selected panel 1000 includes a
preview panel 1002 which contains a preview control
1004, a metadata display 1006 and a task control 1008.
The selected panel 1000 also includes a view area 1010,
in which multiple files or other items 1012 may be viewed.
The metadata control 1006 and the task control 1008
may be omitted if desired.
[0046] The context menu 1014 in FIG. 10 presents the
user with several options, including the choice of select-
ing either the default previewer or an alternative preview-
er for the selected item. The generic text shown in the
menu 1014 is of course merely one example of the type
of options which may be presented to a user for selecting
a previewer. A context menu can be provided in any pan-
el, including a welcome pane, to improve the user expe-
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rience. As those skilled in the art will appreciate, any
number and variety of context menus could be supported
by the present invention. One means for enabling user
selection of a previewer within a shell browser is to pro-
vide a context menu such as context menu 1014. A user
may summon the context menu, for example, by clicking
on the corresponding text or object in the preview panel.
[0047] Means other than context menus may be of-
fered for selecting a previewer for the displayed items
from a plurality of available previewers within a shell
browser. One such means is for the user to click on the
preview control to enter a selection mode. Similarly, the
user may be prompted to select a previewer by right-
clicking within the preview panel. By contrast, a user
could enter a selection mode by hovering over relevant
text or over a relevant object in the preview panel. Nu-
merous alternative means are available and within the
scope of the present invention.
[0048] FIG. 11A is a flow diagram illustrating a method
1100 for enabling a user to select a previewer in a shell
browser which supports multiple item. The method 1100
provides a plurality of previewers in the shell browser at
1102. The plurality of previewers may include a default
previewer for multiple item types and one or more alter-
native previewers for particular item types. These alter-
native previewers may include installed applications de-
veloped by a third party. At 1104, the method 1100
presents the user with a choice of two or more previewers
for a particular item type. The prompt to select a preview-
er may be initiated by the shell browser (e.g., upon dis-
playing a new item type) and/or by the user (e.g., by click-
ing on an object to display a context menu). Upon receiv-
ing an input from the user at 1106 indicating a selection
of one of the previewers for the particular item type, the
method 1100 then associates the selected previewer with
the particular item type at 1108. The selected previewer
will remain in use until the user selects a different one.
However, if the selected previewer is an installed appli-
cation, uninstalling the application may, if desired, termi-
nate the use of the selected previewer.
[0049] FIG. 11B is a flow diagram illustrating a method
1110 for automatically selecting a previewer in a shell
browser which supports multiple item types. The method
1110 provides a plurality of previewers in the shell brows-
er at 1112. The plurality of previewers may include a de-
fault previewer for multiple item types and one or more
alternative previewers for particular item types. These
alternative previewers may include installed applications
developed by a third party.
[0050] At 1114, the system (as opposed to the user)
automatically and transparently selects a default pre-
viewer from two or more available previewers for a par-
ticular item type. The system may select a previewer in
response to an event such as display of a new item type
or the presence of an alternative previewer. The system
is configured to select a default previewer based on log-
ical rules. Under exceptional circumstances, the system
may decide at 816 to override the rules and select a pre-

viewer that would not have been selected under the ap-
plicable rules. For example, if the rule is to select a newly
available previewer over the current default previewer,
an installed application may generally have the authority
to change the default previewer to the previewer now
available from the installed application. However, the
shell browser, for example, may reserve the right to over-
ride the change proposed by the newly installed applica-
tion. For instance, an override may be appropriate when
the newly installed application cannot be authenticated
as a proper owner of the item type in question.
[0051] In any event, the method 1110 then associates
the selected previewer with the particular item type at
1118. The selected previewer will remain in use until a
different one is selected. However, if the selected pre-
viewer is an installed application, uninstalling the appli-
cation may, if desired, terminate the use of the selected
previewer.
[0052] Referring next to FIG. 12, a flow diagram illus-
trates a method 1200 for enabling the use of third party
previewers in a shell browser which supports multiple
item types. The method 1200 includes providing a shell
browser having a default previewer for the multiple item
types at 1202. The method 1200 further includes provid-
ing an extensibility mechanism for third party develop-
ment of an alternative previewer for at least one of the
multiple item types at 1204. The alternative previewer
may be registered in the shell browser at 1206. In the
case of an installed application, registration may occur
substantially at the time of installation. For example, if
the application is installed by an OEM, the alternative
previewer may be registered before the user has ac-
quired the computer. Alternatively, the user may install
the application locally or remotely.
[0053] There are many possible approaches for the
extensibility mechanism referenced above in 1204. One
such approach involves exposing a set of application pro-
gram interfaces (APIs) so that independent software ven-
dors (ISVs) and other third party developers may develop
alternative previewers. With the API approach, a regis-
tration mechanism exists which allows an ISV to associ-
ate their preview control with an item type owned by the
ISV. When an item or file of that type is selected in the
shell browser, the ISV’s preview control is instantiated
via this registration mechanism and the extensibility API.
The API provides data to the preview control: data rep-
resenting the selected item(s) in the view and data rep-
resenting the parent container of the items in the view.
The preview control operates on this data and provides
a user interface through the API which is presented in
the shell browser. The user may provide input with key-
strokes and mouse events which are passed by the shell
browser to the preview control which can operate on
those user input events.
[0054] Those skilled in the art will appreciate that many
approaches are possible in the context of the extensibility
mechanism. In addition to the API approach, similar func-
tionality may be achieved via user configuration, a pointer
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to HTML or hosting a flash. Moreover, the extensibility
model may require that only one application that owns
the item type selected may provide only one alternative
previewer. In other words, the number of available pre-
viewers may be limited to a default previewer and one
alternative previewer to avoid a poor user experience in
which multiple registered, extended previewers are in
competition with one another. However, another model
would be to allow any application that can handle the
selected item type to provide one additional previewer.
An alternative model would allow any running code to
provide one additional previewer for any item type. It may
also be desirable under certain circumstances to allow
replacement or removal of the default previewer.
[0055] FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a data structure
1300 which is stored on one or more computer-readable
media and which contains information indicative of a plu-
rality of previewers in a shell browser. The data structure
1300 includes a default previewer field 1302 containing
information indicative of a default previewer which sup-
ports multiple item types. An alternative previewer field
1304 contains information indicative of an alternative pre-
viewer for a first item type. Another alternative previewer
field 1306 may contain information indicative of a second
alternative previewer for the first item type, or it may con-
tain information indicative of an alternative previewer for
a second item type. Those skilled in the art will appreciate
that in some cases there may only be one alternative
previewer field, and in other cases there may be two or
more alternative previewer fields. The selected preview-
er field 1308 contains information indicative of whether
to invoke the default previewer or an alternative preview-
er when items of a particular item type are displayed in
the shell browser. In the event that field 1306 contains
information indicative of an alternative previewer for a
second item type, a selected previewer field 1310 may
contain information indicative of whether to invoke the
default previewer or the alternative previewer when one
or more items of the second item type are displayed in
the shell browser. The information contained in fields
1302, 1304 and/or 1306 may comprise the previewer
code which is configured to run when a user selects an
object of that type.
[0056] Figs. 14A-B depict an example flow diagram for
a preview process that may be used in conjunction with
the features described above and herein. As an initial
step in the process, one or more previewers may be in-
stalled on the system in step 1401. Previewers may be
software that is shipped as part of the underlying oper-
ating system software. Previewers may also be additional
software loaded onto a computer system after it is
shipped. For example, the underlying operating system
may expose a set of application program interfaces
(APIs) that would allow future development and/or addi-
tion of previewers.
[0057] In step 1402, a check may be made to determine
whether a new association is to be created for one or
more previewers. An association may be any criteria

and/or request governing the times and types of preview-
ers that are to be used. An association may be created
to define the types of previewer(s) to be used for a given
user identity (or if a particular user wishes to disable pre-
views altogether), and/or for certain predefined situations
based on system conditions (e.g., available resources,
memory, current applications running, number of pre-
views generated or to be generated, available power,
time of day, status of other applications, etc.) and file type
(e.g., a user may prefer to use one type of previewer for
home videos, and a different previewer for compressed
songs), such that the default previewer used by the sys-
tem may be user-defined. A user may indicate that certain
file types are only to have basic/non-interactive previews,
or the system can automatically disable a preview if it
experiences a predefined number of failures, crashes, or
hangs. An application may be associated with one or
more previewers so that previews opened from the ap-
plication, or previews of files created by the application,
may always be previewed using the same previewer.
These associations can be hierarchical in nature, such
that multiple previews are ranked in order of preference.
The step of requesting a new association 1402 may occur
at startup, upon installation of an application, upon exe-
cution of a predetermined application, and/or by user re-
quest.
[0058] If a request to create a new association is re-
ceived, then the association is created in step 1403. The
act of creating an association may be accomplished by
querying the user for the specific criteria to be met when
certain previewers are to be used, or retrieving such cri-
teria information automatically from an application and/or
the system itself. When created, an actual association
can take the form of data stored in the computer system’s
memory associating the previewer(s) with any of the cri-
teria identified above.
[0059] In step 1404, a check may be made to determine
whether a previewer needs to be opened. There are a
number of events that can trigger the opening of a pre-
viewer. For example, when a user opens a shell browser
on the system and begins perusing files and/or folders,
the browser may initiate a previewer to display a preview
of one or more selected files (or default files, when none
is selected). Alternatively, a previewer may be triggered
at the request of any other application. A previewer may
also be triggered by the creation of common file dialogs
that are shared by multiple applications. Common file
dialog previews are discussed further below.
[0060] If a previewer is to be opened, the system may
receive the selection, or selections, that are to be pre-
viewed in step 1405. This may involve receiving identifi-
cations of the file (or files) that are to be previewed. Such
selections may be made by the user, such as by the se-
lection of one or more files by moving a mouse pointer
to a listed file and pressing the left mouse button, or click-
ing and dragging a selection box around multiple file list-
ings. Alternatively, selections may be made automatical-
ly. For example, certain applications may default to a
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predetermined file, and may automatically select that file
for previewing upon first opening. A word processing pro-
gram, such as MICROSOFT WORD™, may default to a
previewer that includes text editing features. The system
may automatically select files for previewing as a result
of conducting a search. A user might enter search criteria,
such as a keyword, and the system or application may
automatically select one of the search results for pre-
viewing. For example, a user might type in "peanut" as
a keyword in a system search tool, and the resulting list-
ing of files containing "peanut" may display, with a pre-
view of the first listed file.
[0061] Once the file(s) to be previewed are selected,
the system then selects and generates the appropriate
preview in step 1406. Selecting an appropriate preview
may be based on one or more associations that have
been created (e.g., a user has selected a particular pre-
viewer for previewing all files of a certain type, or for pre-
viewing certain files), and may also be based on the sys-
tem resources that are available (or consumed). Alter-
natively, the user may be requested to identify which pre-
viewer should be used for the current preview by, for
example, selecting from a presented list of predeter-
mined previewers that may be appropriate for the selec-
tion to be previewed.
[0062] In some situations, it may be desirable to gen-
erate an initial basic preview that can be viewed while a
richer interactive preview is being initiated. For example,
if a rich preview of a text document would require a few
seconds to load and generate, the user may be presented
in the interim with a more basic preview that can be gen-
erated sooner. The more basic preview may have some,
or none, of the interactive functionality offered in the rich
preview, and can at least get the user started in preview-
ing the selection(s).
[0063] Selecting a preview may include a prestored
sequence of previewers that can be used. For example,
a particular application or view may have a hierarchical
sequence of available previewers, such as a full rich pre-
viewer, a reduced feature previewer, a basic thumbnail
preview (which need not be interactive), and a basic icon
similar to the desktop icons currently used in MICRO-
SOFT WINDOWS™ operating systems. When a pre-
viewer is to be opened, the system may start with one
previewer, such as the full rich previewer, and "fall back"
through the sequence of previewers to find the most ap-
propriate one. For example, the full rich preview might
be the default for a particular view with a previewer that
offers paging, zoom and text editing capabilities that al-
low the user to modify the document from the preview,
and if there are insufficient system resources (e.g., due
to memory limitations, other applications, other preview-
ers, etc.) to adequately offer that preview, the system
may check the next previewer (e.g., a less-featured one)
on the list. The next previewer may be slightly less fea-
tured, for example, by only offering the ability to navigate
through (e.g., paging and zooming) the document, but
without the ability to edit. Such a previewer may require

less system resources to run, and may be preferred if
resources are not available. If there still are insufficient
resources to offer that second previewer, the system can
check the next previewer (e.g., a basic thumbnail view
with little or no interactivity), and so on until a suitable
previewer is found given the available resources.
[0064] When the preview is generated, the preview
may be initiated as a separate and distinct process from
the application requesting the preview. For example, if a
previewer is provided in a system shell browser, the pre-
viewer may be executed as an independent process from
the shell browser. With the preview as a separate proc-
ess, the shell browser might not ever find itself in a po-
sition of having to wait for a response from the preview
application, thereby avoiding a crash or hang if the pre-
viewer encounters difficulty. Such difficulty can come
from a variety of sources. The selected file might have
corrupt data such that the preview application cannot
process it; the preview application itself might have an
error or bug preventing its smooth operation; the file may
be mislabeled or misidentified such that the wrong pre-
view application is chosen (e.g., the file may indicate that
it is an audio file, when actually it is a text file); or the
system resources may encounter a problem such as a
bad memory sector. Having the previewer as a distinct
process provides a degree of crash/hang resistance. If
the previewer encounters an error, crashes, or hangs,
the problem will be confined to the preview panel itself,
and the shell browser will continue to function. In some
instances, the system may keep track of the number of
times that a particular preview application encounters dif-
ficult, crashes and/or hangs, and if a predetermined
number is exceeded (e.g., 3), then the system may take
steps to reduce the frequency with which that particular
previewer is used. For example, the system may lower
the priority of that previewer, or create an association
that calls for a different previewer.
[0065] In step 1407, a check may be made to determine
whether the user has interacted with any displayed pre-
view. Interaction can take any form of known computer
interaction. For example, an interaction may be a mouse
click within the preview panel. An interaction may be a
selection of one or more graphical interface elements in
the preview panel, such as paging buttons cursor arrows,
or the like. Interaction may take the form of keyboard
keys, such as cursor movement keys to move a cursor
within a preview of a text document.
[0066] If an interaction occurs, the appropriate
processing will occur in step 1408. Processing an inter-
action may take the form of any response to a user input.
For example, the processing may begin an editing proc-
ess in response to a user clicking a mouse or other pointer
within the preview panel. The editing process may allow
the user to view and/or edit the previewed file directly
from the preview panel, without requiring the user to leave
the view having the preview panel.
[0067] In step 1409, a check is made to determine
whether the preview panel has been resized. The panel
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may be resized, for example, by the user entering com-
mands, and/or by clicking and dragging a boundary or
resizing tool of the preview panel. If the panel is resized,
the new resized panel is displayed in step 1410. If de-
sired, the resized panel may be configured to automati-
cally retain the same aspect ratio found in the original
panel. Some file types may be configured, such as
through association, to always have the same aspect ra-
tio (e.g., videos may always be 4:3). If properties or meta-
data were displayed accompanying the preview, then the
properties and/or metadata display area may also be re-
sized to correspond to the new preview panel size. For
example, the properties or metadata display area may
be configured to always have the same height or width
as the preview panel. Conversely, the previewer may be
resized in response to a resizing of the properties/meta-
data display area. If desired, the new size may be stored
in the system as the new default size associated with the
particular file type, current view, application, and/or user,
and used the next time a preview is needed.
[0068] In step 1411, a check may be made to see
whether the new size of the preview panel has passed
one or more predetermined thresholds for the preview.
As noted above, previewers may have one or more cri-
teria for their use. One such criterion may relate to the
amount of display area available to the previewer. For
example, different levels of interactivity and/or function-
ality may be offered for different sizes of preview. Using
a word processor, such as MICROSOFT WORD™, as
an example, a larger preview may offer more detailed
functionality, such as navigating/paging and zooming in
the document, changing font size, or editing text using a
cursor in the preview, while a smaller preview of the MI-
CROSOFT WORD™ document might still include the
navigation and zooming features, but omit the cursor text
editing if the display is too small to reasonably use a
cursor to edit the text. A previewer may have one or more
threshold sizes associated with it, which may be created
during association, stored in the computer system’s
memory, and which may identify a replacement preview-
er for use when the threshold is met or passed. For ex-
ample, the previewer might require a minimum of 256
pixels of width to implement certain features, while other
features might only be included if there are 512 pixels.
[0069] If the new size passes a threshold, such as a
minimum or maximum threshold, a replacement preview
may be selected and generated in step 1412. The gen-
eration of a replacement preview may be identical to the
generation of the preview in step 1406. So for example,
if a preview panel has been reduced in size beyond a
certain minimum size, a replacement previewer may be
used that offers a smaller subset of those interactive fea-
tures that can still be used at the smaller size. Alterna-
tively, if the preview panel has been enlarged beyond a
certain maximum size, a replacement previewer may be
used that offers more features that can be useful given
the larger size, such as a previewer that has more user
interface controls, or allows detailed edits within the pre-

view.
[0070] In step 1413, a check is made to determine
whether a displayed property, or piece of metadata, is to
be edited. Such data may be edited by, for example, click-
ing a mouse or pointer on a piece of displayed metadata,
and entering a value using a text entry or menu user
interface. In step 1414, the appropriate steps are taken
to edit the particular property. The actual steps may de-
pend on the type of data being edited. A date field may
bring up a calendar user interface element, allowing a
user to view and select a date (and/or time) value for
entry. Other types of data may be entered through a text
entry box, and other types may be selected from a menu,
such as a pull-down menu.
[0071] In step 1415, a check is made to determine
whether the system is awaiting the loading of a rich pre-
viewer. As noted above, a more basic or generic preview
may be provided while a rich preview is being initialized
on the system. If the system is awaiting a rich previewer,
in step 1416, a check is made to determine whether the
rich previewer is ready. If it is, then the system will replace
the existing preview with the rich preview in step 1417.
Step 1417 may also include a query to the user to deter-
mine whether the rich previewer is still desired. Although
this step shows two previewers, more than two may also
be used. For example, the system may display an icon
while waiting for a thumbnail preview, and then display
the thumbnail while waiting for a rich preview, etc.
[0072] In step 1418, a check is made to determine
whether a previewer is to be closed, and if so, the pre-
viewer is closed in step 1419. Then, the process returns
to step 1402 to begin again. Of course, the process
shown in Figs. 14a-b is merely an example showing a
way of arranging a number of steps, and any of the steps
may be reordered, repeated, removed, or modified as
desired to implement (or remove) any feature described
herein.
[0073] Fig. 15 is an example of another shell browser
interface 1500 (or system browser) incorporating one or
more aspects of the present invention. Browser 1500
may be offered as part of the operating system for viewing
contents of one or more directories, networks, drives,
folders, etc., and may be generic, or non-application-spe-
cific. In browser 1500, a number of items 1501 are listed,
with file name, file type and other data being listed for
the various items. As shown in this example, files of mul-
tiple different types (e.g., text files, image files, audio files,
and/or custom data files for existing applications, such
as word processing applications) may all be displayed in
the shell browser. The items 1501 are shown organized
by date (e.g., Today’s and Yesterday’s files), but any sort-
ing or organization may be used (e.g., file size, file name,
project name, file type, artist, album, create date, edit
date, etc.). The user may select one of the listings, such
as listing 1501a (shown as visually differentiated with a
first pattern ,which may be the color red), and the shell
browser 1500 may display an interactive preview panel
1502 corresponding to the selected item 1501a.
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[0074] Interactive preview panel 1502 may, for exam-
ple, display one or more pages of text appearing in se-
lected item 1501a when item 1501a is a file containing
textual data, such as a MICROSOFT WORD™ file, or
other word processing program. The interactive preview
1502 may allow the user to edit and/or manipulate the
displayed text directly in the preview panel. For example,
the user may be permitted to click a mouse pointer within
the interactive preview 1502 to cause a cursor to appear
in the panel, and the user may manipulate the cursor or
enter keyboard inputs to add, delete, and/or otherwise
modify the displayed text. Other types of controls, such
as paging controls, font/format controls, scrolling con-
trols, file management controls, input/output controls,
and the like may also appear in the preview panel 1502.
[0075] Different types of data files may have different
types of interactive previews. For example, the interac-
tive preview for an audio file might include controls to
control the play of an audio preview of the selected audio
file on one or more speakers (such as speakers 197) of
the computer system. A preview of a .wav file or .mp3
file may include such audio commands. There may be
controls to play, pause, or cue the playing of the audio
file. Some previews, such as previews of pictures, may
include zooming/panning controls to allow the manipu-
lation of a displayed image. Video previews may have
controls to play, pause, or cue the playing of a video on
a display and audio on a speaker of the computer system.
[0076] The interactive preview 1502 may also be dis-
played in conjunction with a plurality of properties 1503
(including metadata), shown in Fig. 15 as having labels
1503a and corresponding values 1503b. Any type of file
property may be displayed with a label. Example prop-
erties may include file size, folder location, file name,
project name, edit/create date, application type, etc. The
various labels and properties 1503 that appear may be
customized according to the type of file chosen, so that
different sets of properties may appear for different types
of files, depending on what is appropriate for the selected
file’s type. For example, a selected audio file containing
a song may have properties for album name, artist, name
of song and release date, while a selected spreadsheet
file might replace those properties with different proper-
ties, such as group name, project name, project leader
and project start date. The determination of which prop-
erties are to be displayed may be automatically config-
ured, or alternatively the user may be given the option of
selecting (and/or deselecting) properties to appear in the
properties area for a particular file type. Properties may
be prioritized by type (e.g., an "album name" property
type may be more important to a song file than an image
file) to facilitate in this display.
[0077] Other variations on the displayed information
are also possible. For example, some labels (such as file
name and file type) may be considered optional, or may
be omitted from the display altogether. One example from
Fig. 15 may be the file name and file type, which is already
displayed elsewhere on the screen, and would be redun-

dant if displayed again in the properties area by the pre-
viewer. The space available for such non-displayed la-
bels might be used to display additional property infor-
mation. Properties having no value may be omitted by
default, or may be flagged to appear despite being empty.
As another variation, some properties may be provided
with different amounts of space to accommodate more
lengthy properties.
[0078] The properties may be editable from the prop-
erty display area. For example, a user may simply click
on, or hover over, a displayed property value, and begin
a process of entering/editing data. The interface for en-
tering/editing the data may be dependent on the partic-
ular property or type involved. Some properties, such as
dates, may have a calendar display and/or pull-down
menu to select a value. For example, the user can simply
move a mouse pointer over a date field, and a display of
a calendar can appear to help the user enter a date by
choosing from the calendar. Pull-down menus or lists of
possibilities may be displayed to simplify entry. For ex-
ample, by clicking a mouse pointer on a month field, the
system may display a list of months from which the user
can choose to fill in the field. A simple textbox may be
displayed with a cursor to allow the user to directly type
in and/or edit the property value form the preview display,
without requiring a separate dialog box for the data. The
textbox may be a fill-in-the-blank box in which the user
can type using a cursor and keyboard. Any other form of
data entry may be used. To help the user identify prop-
erties that may be edited, those properties may be visu-
ally differentiated or accentuated in some fashion in the
display. For example, a different color (e.g., yellow), font
(e.g., bolded letters, or ALL CAPS font), appearance
and/or symbol may be used to indicate values that are
editable by the user and values that are not. Highlighting
can also be used to differentiate or accentuate certain
fields. For example, editable fields may have a certain
color (e.g., canary yellow) in and/or surrounding them,
similar to the effect created when a yellow highlighter is
used on a printed document.
[0079] Some file types may have more properties than
what will fit in a given preview display. In some embodi-
ments, there may be an option, such as an ALL button
1504, that may allow a user to view all properties for a
given file, or at least view additional properties.
[0080] As noted above in step 1409, the user may be
given the option of resizing the preview and/or properties
display used in the browser 1500. For example, a resizing
tool 1505 may be used in the preview panel 1502, and
by selecting and moving the tool, the user can cause the
browser 1500 to automatically adjust the display area
occupied by the previewer and/or properties area.
[0081] Fig. 16 shows an example user interface in
which the user has resized interactive preview 1502 to
have a larger size, resulting in larger interactive preview
1601. The new preview 1601 may be configured to have
the same aspect ratio as the old preview 1502, or the
user may be permitted to modify the aspect ratio as part
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of the resizing process. With a larger preview 1601, the
browser 1500 may increase the space allocated to the
display of properties as well, so that the properties and
preview correspond in size. For example, the properties
area 1602 may be configured to have the same height
as the resized preview, and may automatically rearrange
the displayed data to accommodate the new size. Addi-
tional properties may be displayed in this larger area.
[0082] As noted above, a change in the size of the pre-
view may, in some instances, cause a change in the type
of preview offered, such that different sizes of preview
panels result in different types of interactive preview. So
preview 1601 may differ from preview 1502 in terms of
the level of interactivity and/or the types of features pro-
vided. As one example, certain graphic editing features
might not make sense if the preview is less than 256
pixels in width. The same type of resizing can occur if
the user resizes the area used to display properties. For
example, the user could click and drag a mouse pointer
on a border of the properties area 1602, and resize it,
and cause the preview area 1601 to change sizes to
match the new properties area 1602 size.
[0083] Fig. 17 shows an example in which the preview
has been resized to be a smaller preview 1701. Smaller
preview panel 1701 may have a reduced set of features
given its smaller size. Properties area 1702 may also be
reduced in accordance with the preview panel 1701, and
may rearrange and/or remove displayed properties or
metadata to accommodate the reduction in available
space. Some previews may exhibit icon behavior found
in the Microsoft WINDOWS™ operating systems, so that
right-clicking, left-clicking, dragging, etc. may have the
same effect. For example, dragging and dropping one
icon onto another may cause a first file to be attached to
the second.
[0084] In addition to resizing the preview panel and/or
properties display area, these elements may be rear-
ranged either automatically or by user request. For ex-
ample, the user may wish to move (e.g., by selecting a
preference, by clicking and dragging the preview, or
some other user input) the preview 1801 to have a dif-
ferent orientation and appearance. A different orientation
may be preferable when certain types of files are pre-
viewed. For example, previews of photographs taken in
the "landscape" format, or of video images, may be more
suitable to an orientation that is wider than it is tall (e.g.,
"landscape"), while other types of files (e.g., text docu-
ments, or "portrait" images) may be more suitable in an
orientation that is taller than it is wide. The selection be-
tween the formats can also be done automatically, for
example, based on file type. The system may, for exam-
ple as part of the preview selection in step 1406 or as-
sociation in step 1403, automatically examine the file
type, properties, and/or metadata to determine which
preview orientation would be most appropriate for the
selection to be previewed.
[0085] To facilitate the rearranging, and the
crash/hang resistance noted above for the preview panel,

the preview panel and properties/metadata area may be
implemented as separate software modules. Each mod-
ule may be executed as a distinct process on the system’s
processing unit(s) 120. Alternatively, the preview and
property/metadata panels need not be implemented as
distinct software or software modules in the system, and
may instead be implemented as a common module. The
level of integration may be a design choice based on the
level of extensibility desired, software memory footprint,
and other factors.
[0086] As previously mentioned, the preview panel
may be incorporated into a computer system’s common
file dialogs. Common file dialogs may be user interface
elements and/or programs offered by the computer sys-
tem to be shared by the various applications executed
on the system. For example, an operating system might
offer a common "Open File" or "Save File" dialog that
may be used by any application wishing to create a file
on the system. Including a previewer in such common
file dialogs allows multiple different types of applications
to benefit from having previews, and allows applications
to effectively provide rich, interactive previews of files
that are not natively supported without requiring the ap-
plication developers to develop their own previewer. In-
corporating a previewer in the common file dialog also
provides a consistent interface across multiple applica-
tions, where user preferences and associations may be
consistently used across the various applications. Fur-
thermore, offering the previewer in the common file dialog
may allow an application to effectively provide a rich, in-
teractive preview of a diversity of file types - even file
types that the application does not natively support. For
example, a spreadsheet application may have installed
its own rich, interactive previewer to handle previews of
data-intensive spreadsheets. A separate word process-
ing application, which might not have any capability for
editing the spreadsheet application’s data files, may nev-
ertheless offer such a preview by using the common file
dialog. Fig. 19 shows an example of a previewer that is
part of an "Open File" common dialog. These common
file dialogs, with their previews, may be extensibly offered
to other applications through certain APIs.
[0087] In some instances, a user may wish to select
multiple files at once, or have multiple files actively se-
lected at the same time. In those instances, the previewer
may operate as described above, providing separate pre-
views for each selected file. Alternatively, the system may
alter its behavior. For example, if, in step 1405, the sys-
tem determines that multiple files are selected, the step
of generating a preview 1406 may involve a process of
determining which selected file will be previewed, and
which ones will not. This determination may be made
based on a variety of criteria (e.g., first selection, last
selection, newest selection, largest selection, simplest
preview, user previewer preference, etc.), such as the
associations and preferences discussed above.
[0088] The system may also take steps to generate
simultaneous previews corresponding to the multiple se-
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lections. As depicted in Fig. 20, multiple preview panels
2001 may be given a stacked appearance to illustrate
the multiple selections being previewed. A primary pre-
view 2001a may appear on top, and may have all of the
same rich interactivity described above with other pre-
views. Additional previews 2001b, 2001c and 200d for
the other selections may appear stacked behind the pri-
mary preview 2001a, and may have horizontal offset X
and vertical offset Y. The offsets may be constant to
present a uniform appearance. Alternatively, the offsets
for each successive preview may become smaller as
more previews are placed in the background. There may
be a predetermined maximum number of stacked pre-
views, beyond which a different appearance may be
used. For example, if the predetermined maximum
number of previews is set to 6 (can be set by the system
or by the user), and if more than 6 files are selected, the
stacked previews may have a different appearance, as
shown in Fig. 21. There, the previews 2101a, 2101b and
2101c beyond the first six (6) are shown as being stacked
with smaller offsets. These additional previews may be
rendered as simply blank previews, with a predetermined
pattern, and/or with a degree of transparency or opacity
to indicate to the user that there are more selected files
that are not previewed.
[0089] Alternative displays of multiple previews may
also be used. For example, a rotating 3-D carousel of
previews, such as that shown in Fig. 22, may be used.
The six-sided carousel 2201 may display six separate
previews on its different faces 2202a, 2202b, 2202c
(shown from back), 2202d (shown from back), 2202e
(shown from back) and 2202f. User interface elements
2203 may be provided to allow manual navigation
through the carousel, such as rotation or zoom, or car-
ousel may be rotated automatically (or not at all). Other
approaches include displaying multiple previews in a
fanned-out display, displaying multiple previews (resiz-
ing if desired) side-by-side, displaying them in a 3-D iso-
metric view of a stack (resembling a stack of papers),
and displaying them sequentially with automatic or man-
ual navigation.
[0090] The preview of multiple selected files (e.g., se-
lected by clicking a mouse cursor on multiple files, holding
the SHIFT or CTRL keys and clicking, or clicking and
dragging a selection area around multiple files) can also
vary depending on the type of files chosen, and different
preview sequences may be used for different combina-
tions of selected files. For example the system (e.g., via
the operating system, hardware, an application, etc.) may
use a stacked presentation when multiple image files are
selected, and use a sequential video preview when mul-
tiple video files are selected. The system may also scale
back or simplify the previews offered when multiple files
are selected, in order to conserve resources.
[0091] The various features above may be implement-
ed as a single integrated piece of code, or as a collection
of subroutines or modules. For example, there may be
an iterator module to handle the preview of multiple files,

a commands module that is responsible for the user in-
terface commands offered in the previews, a preview
module for generating the preview itself, a properties
module for handling the properties/metadata portion of
the preview display, etc.
[0092] As noted above, these preview features may be
offered anytime a user is to be shown a listing of files or
other data on the system. When the particular listing is
generated through the use of one or more criteria, such
as when the display is the result of a user-requested key-
word search, the previewer may use the search criteria
to assemble the preview. For example, an application
may wish to notify the previewer of the keywords used
in a search, so that the previewer can determine which
preview to use, or how to sequence the previews when
multiple previews are to be used. This may be an exten-
sible feature, where the previewer is provided with the
search criteria.
[0093] As noted above, multiple selections may be
made, and the displayed preview image may change as
a result. These multiple selections may also cause a
change in the display of properties and/or metadata. For
example, Fig. 23 shows an example view in which two
files 2301 and 2302 have been selected. The selected
files may be differentiated and/or accentuated in a unique
fashion or with a unique appearance, such as having a
distinct color, font, shape, texture, style, size, background
color, pattern, etc. The properties and metadata for the
selected files may display the same property for both files
(such as the project name for each) 2303, 2304, and may
have a corresponding appearance so that the user can
easily match properties with their corresponding files. For
example, the properties may be color-coded to identify
the selected file to which they belong. The pattern shown
for file 2301 may accentuate and/or differentiate the file,
such as by a color (e.g., red), a highlighting (e.g., a dif-
ferent color surrounding the text, as with a highlighter on
a paper document), a font (e.g., holding, underlining, ALL
CAPS, Times New Roman, etc.), a size (e.g., larger text),
etc. Property 2303, which may display a property of file
2301, may have the same accentuation and/or differen-
tiation used for that file, to correlate the properties and
their respective files.
[0094] Many properties and/or metadata for multiple
selected files may be aggregated and presented together
as a compilation or sum. For example, if one displayed
property is file size (e.g., how many kilobytes (kb) or meg-
abytes (Mb) used), and multiple files are selected, the
file size property may display an aggregated file size val-
ue, totaling the file sizes of the selected files (e.g., 4.3Mb).
As another example, if one displayed property has key-
words, the keywords for multiple selected files may be
aggregated together and presented as a single keyword
property. Some aggregations may result in a larger prop-
erty display, and may use the same appearance accen-
tuation/differentiation described above to correlate ag-
gregated properties with their corresponding files. Alter-
natively, the properties may be further differentiated from
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the selected files (e.g., a different color, font, highlighting,
appearance, size, etc.) to indicate that the property is an
aggregation of all selected files. Fig. 24 depicts an ex-
ample in which an aggregated property value 2401 is
displayed with a distinct appearance represented by
shading, which is different from the patterns on the se-
lected files 2301, 2302 individually. The shading may rep-
resent, for example, the color red, while the patterns on
files 2301 and 2302 may be green and yellow.
[0095] The accentuation and/or differentiation of the
aggregated values may, in some cases, be done in a
manner to indicate the source of the values. For example,
Fig. 25 depicts an enlarged properties/metadata display
of the view shown in Fig. 24. Some aggregated proper-
ties, such as keywords, may result in a listing 2501 of
multiple property values aggregated from the multiple se-
lections. These aggregated properties may be given dis-
tinct appearances that indicate which values came from
which selected file. In the Fig. 25 example, values 2502
and 2503 are shown in one form of shading to indicate
that those particular values (e.g., keywords) are common
to both selected files 2301 and 2302. That shading can
reflect any of the types of differentiation and/or accentu-
ation described above (e.g., the color red). Values 2504
and 2505 are shown with a first pattern to indicate that
they are associated with one selected file 2301, which
shares the same pattern (e.g., a file and its values are
both blue) and value 2506 has a different pattern to in-
dicate that it is associated with the other selected file
2302, which shares the same pattern (e.g., this file and
its values are green). A separation line 2507 may be used
to delineate values that were common to all selected files
from those that were not. Of course, different appearanc-
es may be given different meanings when more files are
selected. Label 2508 may also be visually differentiated
and/or accentuated to indicate that it is an aggregated
property. For example, label 2508 may also be in red.
[0096] Accentuation and/or differentiation can also be-
gin with user selections of certain values in the aggre-
gated values. For example, a user may select one of the
values in the aggregated list, and cause a subsequent
display to appear that indicates which files share the se-
lected value. The indication could come in the form of a
common appearance, where the selected value and its
corresponding files are displayed in a common manner.
For example, by clicking on value 2506, the system may
automatically change the font of that property value to a
boldfaced font, and may do the same to the file listing
2302 to identify the file whose property was selected.
[0097] Although the discussion above addresses prop-
erties and metadata displayed with the previews in a shell
browser, these features may be used in other contexts
as well. Any situation involving the display of multiple
properties and/or metadata may benefit from the features
described herein.
[0098] While some kinds of properties are easier to
aggregate because they have numbers (e.g., file size is
simply a total of the individual sizes), other types of prop-

erties may be more difficult to aggregate. For example,
some properties have text words as values (e.g., key-
words). Furthermore, some individual properties and/or
metadata may have multiple values themselves, known
as multi-value properties. For example, a given file’s
"keywords" property may have none, one, two, three, or
any number of distinct keywords as values (e.g., one file
may list "peanut", "food" and "candy" as keywords relat-
ing to the file). These multiple values may also be se-
quenced in a meaningful way for each file, such that the
first value listed may be more important (e.g., an article
that primarily deals with peanuts, might list "peanut" as
the first keyword because it is most important, and may
list "food" and "candy" second and third, in descending
order of importance). When multiple files, each having
multiple keywords, are selected, the process of aggre-
gating those properties is not as simple as just adding
numbers. When that occurs, the system may display a
listing of the values that are in some form of ranked order
based on the order in which they appeared for the indi-
vidual selected files. Steps may be taken to help ensure
that the resulting list of aggregated values corresponds
to the relative importance of the values as they appeared
for the various selected files. For example, five newspa-
per articles may have keywords identifying the cities that
are discussed in the articles, and ranked in the following
order:

File 1: Austin, Chicago, Boston, Detroit
File 2: Chicago, Detroit, Boston
File 3: Chicago, Boston
File 4: Detroit, Chicago
File 5: Boston, Austin

[0099] In this example, Chicago was given "first place"
twice (e.g., Files 2 and 3 discuss Chicago a lot) and "sec-
ond place" twice" (e.g., Files 1 and 4 don’t focus on Chi-
cago, but they do mention it). The resulting aggregation
of these properties may remove redundancies, and may
display the properties in a sequence that represents the
relative importance of "Chicago" (and the other values)
to the files, and also take into account the number of
times a particular value appeared at all in the files’
properties: "Chicago, Boston, Detroit, Austin." So with
this example, the multiple selected files, as a whole, deal
mostly with Chicago, and then with Boston, and then De-
troit, and least with Austin.
[0100] Figs. 26A-B depict an example process for de-
termining the order in which aggregated values for mul-
tiple-value properties may be displayed, and may be run
whenever such an aggregated display is needed, and/or
whenever a multi-value property is changed. The process
is a modified form of the Single Transferable Vote algo-
rithm. In this process, when a particular value is listed
first in a file’s properties, that is considered a "vote" for
first place. If the value is listed second, that’s a vote for
second place, and so on, and so forth. The process pro-
duces a nonredundant ranking that is based on both the
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number of times each particular value appears in the se-
lected files, and on the relative importance placed on the
value by each of the selected files.
[0101] In step 2601, a global integer constant, C, is
established either automatically (e.g., the computer sys-
tem may detect the availability of system resources, and
adjust the constant to avoid bogging down the system),
or manually (e.g., the user may be given the option to set
C as high or as low as they want, depending on how
much detail they want in the aggregation of multi-value
properties). This constant represents a number of places
or rankings for which the process will be carried out, for
example, C may be ten (10). A higher constant C will
allow greater granularity in the ranking, but would require
greater processing power and more time. This value may
be dynamically established depending on user prefer-
ence, system settings, available resources, system load,
etc.
[0102] In step 2602, a loop begins for each value
present among the selected files. In step 2603, a nested
loop is executed for the first C places in the voting. In
step 2604, for each place, the system tallies the number
of votes that the current value received for that place.
These two loops result in the system determining, for
each value, how many "votes" it received for each of the
first C "places." Then, in step 2605, another loop is begun
to process each of the C places, beginning with the top
place (first place) and proceeding on through the Cth
place.
[0103] In step 2606, a check is made to determine
whether any single value received the most votes for the
place under consideration. If a value received the most
votes for this place, that value is awarded this place, and
the value is removed from the remainder of the calcula-
tions in the vote tabulation process, in step 2607. So in
the above example, Chicago received the most votes for
first place (two votes).
[0104] If, in step 2606, no single value had the most
votes for this place, then there is a tie for the current place
(either 2 or more values had the same number of votes
for this place, or all values had zero votes for this place),
and the process moves to step 2608 where a check is
made to determine whether the current place being
checked is the last place to be checked (Cth place). If it
is not, the process moves to step 2609. In step 2609, the
system "peeks" ahead one place, to identify the number
of votes that the current tied values received for the next
place. In step 2610, if one of the tied values had the most
votes for the next place, then that value is given the
present place in step 2611, and the votes for the current
place held by the other tied values are moved, or trans-
ferred, to the next place. In other words, the "losers" at
step 2611 have their votes for the current place added
to their vote total for the next place, so that for every value
that received votes in the place under consideration, but
was not awarded that place, its votes in the current round
are carried over and added to its votes in the next round
when computing a winner for that round.

[0105] If, in step 2610, none of the tied values has the
most votes for the next place, then all of the tied values
are ranked in alphabetical order for the current place in
step 2613 (and the next several places until the tied val-
ues are all given a place), and the process returns to step
2605. Similarly, if, in step 2608, the process happened
to be examining the last place (place C) when the tie
occurred, then the process also moves to step 2613 to
rank the tied values alphabetically, and on to step 2605.
[0106] From step 2605, if the last place (Cth place) has
been processed, then the process moves to step 2614,
where all remaining votes for the remaining unranked
values are treated as votes for Cth place, and the remain-
ing values are ranked in order of whomever has the most
votes for Cth place, with ties being broken using alpha-
betical order.
[0107] The algorithm shown in Figs. 26A-B may keep
a summary table in memory tabulating the various vote
counts and values. The table may be advantageous, in
that the system can incrementally load the table into op-
erating RAM as the process runs, deleting portions from
RAM that are not longer needed, and thereby reducing
the amount of run-time memory required to run the proc-
ess.
[0108] In some instances, the various multi-property
values may undergo a normalization process. The nor-
malization process may delete redundant appearances
of values in a file’s multi-property field. For example, a
file may have keywords (Dog, Cat, Dog), and the normal-
ization process may keep the first occurrence of the val-
ues, and remove subsequent occurrences of the same
value (e.g., resulting in "Dog, Cat"). Un-normalized data
may be stored in the system’s memory, and the normal-
ized version may overwrite that data, or the normalization
data may simply be stored separately in the memory. In
some instances, normalization may occur when the user
modifies a multi-value property.
[0109] In some instances, a user may wish to edit the
multi-value properties through interaction with the aggre-
gated display. When that occurs, the system may revise
the multi-value properties for each file in response to
changes made to the aggregated multi-value properties
display. For example, an addition of a new property to
the end of the aggregated display may simply cause the
new property to be appended to the multi-value property
for each of the files. The same thing may occur if a new
property is inserted in the beginning of the aggregated
multi-value property display, or any other insertion. Some
changes, such as reordering of the properties within the
aggregated properties display, may cause a correspond-
ing reordering of the multi-value properties for each of
the files.
[0110] Multi-value properties may also have a unique
approach to editing data. For example, fields for such
properties may appear in a list, similar to that shown in
Fig. 27. Field 2701 may be an active text edit box in which
the user may type to enter data, and may have a number
of values 2702, which may be delineated in the field by
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characters such as semicolons. Values 2702 may exhibit
atomic behavior, or token behavior, such that the entire
value may be selected as a single selection. Thus, in
some instances, when an insertion point is placed in the
field 2701 to edit data, an atomic value 2702 may behave
as a single unit, as opposed to a plurality of characters
(e.g., "NYC", as opposed to "N" "Y" "C"), and placing an
insertion point within an atomic value might even be pro-
hibited, such that an attempt to place an insertion point
within the atomic value (e.g., by clicking a mouse within
it) may result in an insertion point being placed before or
after the atomic value. Pressing arrow keys to navigate
around an atomic value may also move from one side of
the value to the other side in a single keypress. Further-
more, when selection regions are possible, such regions
may be prohibited from selecting only a part of an atomic
value, such that selection of a predetermined portion
(e.g., half) of the value results in a selection of the entire
value. Hovering over an atomic value may cause the val-
ue to enter a hover state indicating that it is an atomic
value. For example, the hover state may include a box
or highlighting, or other visual differentiation or accentu-
ation around the entire atomic value. With the atomic
values, the values may also be rearranged by drag-and-
drop operation.
[0111] The token behavior is not limited to simply se-
lecting the entire word at once. The word may be replaced
by alternative user interface elements. For example, a
time could be replaced by a graphic image of a clock; a
date could be replaced by an image of a calendar. The
atomic values may exhibit icon behavior, such that click-
ing (or right-clicking) on them may cause additional levels
of interactivity, such as bringing up command menus,
option lists, other pop-ups, etc. Values can also be
dragged onto other files and/or properties, and those val-
ues may be added to the other files and/or properties.
[0112] At the end of the field’s list, there may be a
prompt string 2703 reminding the user of what data the
field contains. In some instances, the prompt string 2703
may appear only when the field 2701 is in an edit state,
such as when it is given a keyboard focus for the entry
of data, and the prompt string 2703 is not treated as an
actual value in the multi-value field (e.g., it is not saved
to memory as a value in the field, but is rather generated
as part of the user interface).
[0113] The prompt string 2703 may have be visually
differentiated and/or accentuated using any of the types
previously discussed (e.g, it may have a highlighting of
a certain color in the area around the letters), and may
exhibit some types of default behavior. For example, the
prompt string 2703 may automatically appear whenever
the field 2701 is in an edit state and an insertion point is
at the end of the string of values. Once the user starts
typing to insert a new value at the insertion point (e.g.,
by starting to type in a textbox), and new characters are
added, the prompt string 2703 may automatically disap-
pear. The prompt string may reappear automatically
should the user complete, or abort, entry of the new value.

[0114] In the edit state, the field may also display a
dropdown menu 2704 providing the user with a list of
potential values to add to the multi-value field 2701, and
the user can select an entry from the menu. The drop-
down menu 2704 may include an autosuggest feature,
which may be implemented according to the process
shown in Fig. 28. First, the process may begin in step
2801 by collecting all values already in use for the given
property and/or used by the given user. In step 2802, the
menu 2704 can omit values that are already present in
the multi-value property for the selected file(s), since the
user is unlikely to want to add a duplicate. In step 2803,
the list may be sorted by popularity, alphabetically, or by
any other desired method. Then, in step 2804, the menu
may be displayed with the autosuggest. If some of the
listed values are already present for some, but not all, of
the selected files, those values may be given a different
appearance (e.g., highlighting, coloring, pattern, font,
etc. as discussed above) to indicate that fact. Values that
are not used in any of the selected files may also be given
a different appearance to indicate that fact.
[0115] The field may also have an autocomplete fea-
ture, as shown in Fig. 29. With the autocomplete feature,
when a user begins to type a new value to add to the
multi-value property (such as by typing the "D" in the Fig.
29 example), the system may automatically attempt to
complete the entry with an anticipated value. The auto-
complete feature may be implemented using the process
shown in Fig. 30. The anticipated value may be selected
by first taking all of the values in use for the given property
in step 3001, and filtering out the ones that already apply
to the selected file(s) in step 3002. A further filtering may
occur in step 3003 to identify the values that begin with
the letters that have already been entered by the user,
and selecting the first (alphabetically) value that starts
with the letter(s) that the user has already typed. In step
3004, the remaining possibilities may be sorted by pop-
ularity, alphabetically, or by any other desired method,
and in step 3004 the remaining list may be displayed.
The first entry in the list may be selected by default, and
may be highlighted and the remaining characters may
automatically be placed in the field following the user’s
entered data, with additional highlighting if desired.
[0116] The autosuggest and autocomplete features
described above may include other types of filtering steps
as well. For example, filters may select the most recent
values that were selected and/or entered by the user; or
filter the possible values based on the context that cre-
ated the listing of properties. For example, if the selected
files were selected for display as part of a project view
(e.g., displaying files that relate to a given project), the
system may automatically determine that certain possi-
ble values are more (or less) likely to be used in that
project, and may filter the list accordingly.
[0117] When the user is entering data in the field, a
check may be made to validate the entry. For example,
certain fields may be predetermined to only have a spec-
ified range or list of possible values (e.g., day of week),
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and if the user attempts to enter an invalid entry in the
multi-property field, the system may simply reject the en-
try, providing the user with a message indicating that the
entry was invalid.
[0118] Alternative embodiments and implementations
of the present invention will become apparent to those
skilled in the art to which it pertains upon review of the
specification, including the drawing figures. For example,
the various steps in the described processes may be re-
arranged, modified, and/or deleted as desired to imple-
ment a selected subset of features described herein. Ad-
ditionally, in the above, references to certain features be-
ing found in one or more "aspects" or "embodiments" of
"the present invention" are made simply to illustrate var-
ious concepts that may be advantageously used alone
or in combination with other concepts, and should not be
read to imply that there is only one inventive concept
disclosed herein, or that all of the described features are
required in any of the claims that follow. Rather, each of
the following claims stands as its own distinct invention,
and should not be read as having any limitations beyond
those recited.

Claims

1. A method of displaying, on a display of a computer
system, file properties, comprising the steps of:

receiving a user selection of multiple files of a
computer system, wherein said files each hav-
ing at least one multi-value property; and
displaying an aggregation of values of said multi-
value properties of said multiple files, wherein
at least one displayed value is visually differen-
tiated to correlate said value with one or more
of said selected files in a manner to indicate that
said value is associated with a subset of said
selected files; and wherein at least one second
displayed value is visually differentiated in a
manner to indicate that said value is associated
with all of said selected files.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step
of visually differentiating said one or more of said
selected files in a manner corresponding to said at
least one displayed value.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step
of normalizing said multi-value properties of said se-
lected multiple files.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step
of arranging said aggregation of values based on
priorities given by said multiple files.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said step of arrang-
ing includes the steps of:

establishing an integer constant C; and
tallying priority votes for each value found in the
multi-value properties of said selected files for
places 1 through C.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said step of arrang-
ing further includes the step of, for one of places 1
through C, granting that place to a value having the
most priority votes for that place.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said step of arrang-
ing further includes the step of peeking, in the event
of a tie between two or more values for said one of
places 1 through C, ahead to the next sequential
place after said one of places 1 through C, and
awarding said one of places 1 through C based on
the results of said peeking.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step
of including a prompt text string with said displayed
aggregation of values.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step
of automatically removing said prompt text string in
response to a user initiating a data entry operation
in said displayed aggregated values.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step
of automatically replacing said prompt text string in
response to said user terminating said data entry
operation.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step
of 1, further comprising the step of displaying a drop-
down menu of suggestions in response to a user
initiating a data entry operation in said displayed ag-
gregated values.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said menu of sug-
gestions is automatically filtered based on contextual
criteria.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step
of sorting said filtered menu of suggestions.

14. The method of claim 1, comprising further the steps
of:

displaying a preview of one or more of said se-
lected files; and
displaying metadata of said selected files while
said preview is displayed, wherein at least a por-
tion of said metadata is said aggregation of val-
ues of multi-value properties of said selected
plurality of files.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said aggregated
values are displayed in a field, and said field appends
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prompt text to an end of said aggregated values.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising the step
of automatically removing said prompt text in re-
sponse to user initiation of a data entry operation in
said field.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising the step
of arranging said displayed aggregated values in ac-
cordance with respective priorities associated with
each of said selected files.

18. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps
of:

revising said displayed aggregated values in ac-
cordance with a user request to edit said values;
and
making a corresponding revision to properties
of each of said selected files in response to said
user editing said aggregated values.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Anzeigen von Dateieigenschaften
auf einer Anzeige eines Computersystems, umfas-
send die Schritte von:

Empfangen einer Benutzerauswahl aus mehre-
ren Dateien eines Computersystems, wobei die
Dateien jeweils mindestens eine mehrwertige
Eigenschaft aufweisen; und
Anzeigen einer Aggregation von Werten der
mehrwertigen Eigenschaften der mehreren Da-
teien, wobei mindestens ein angezeigter Wert
visuell differenziert ist, um den Wert mit einer
oder mehreren der ausgewählten Dateien in ei-
ner Weise zu korrelieren, um anzuzeigen, dass
der Wert einer Teilmenge der ausgewählten Da-
teien zugeordnet ist; und
wobei mindestens ein zweiter angezeigter Wert
visuell in einer Weise differenziert ist, um anzu-
zeigen, dass der Wert allen ausgewählten Da-
teien zugeordnet ist.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des visuellen Differenzierens der einen oder
mehreren der ausgewählten Dateien in einer Weise,
die dem mindestens einen angezeigten Wert ent-
spricht.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des Normalisierens der mehrwertigen Eigen-
schaften der ausgewählten mehreren Dateien.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des Anordnens der Aggregation von Werten

basierend auf Prioritäten, die durch die mehreren
Dateien gegeben sind.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, worin der Schritt des
Anordnens die folgenden Schritte beinhaltet:

Bilden einer ganzzahligen Konstanten C; und
Zählen von Prioritätsstimmen für jeden Wert,
der in den mehrwertigen Eigenschaften der aus-
gewählten Dateien für die Plätze 1 bis C gefun-
den wird.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, worin der Schritt des
Anordnens ferner den Schritt beinhaltet, für einen
der Orte 1 bis C diesen Ort auf einen Wert zu ge-
währen, der die höchsten Prioritätsstimmen für die-
sen Ort aufweist.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, worin der Schritt des
Anordnens ferner den Schritt des Peekens, im Falle
einer Verbindung zwischen zwei oder mehr Werten
für die eine der Stellen 1 bis C, vor dem nächsten
aufeinanderfolgenden Ort nach der einen der Stellen
1 bis C, und des Anordnen der einen der Stellen 1
bis C basierend auf den Ergebnissen des Peekings
beinhaltet.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des Einschließens einer Eingabeaufforde-
rungen einer mit der angezeigten Aggregation von
Werten.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des automatischen Entfernens der Eingabe-
aufforderung der Textzeichenfolge als Reaktion auf
einen Benutzer, der eine Dateneingabeoperation in
den angezeigten angeordneten Werten einleitet.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des automatischen Ersetzens der Eingabe-
aufforderung der Textzeichenfolge als Reaktion auf
das Beenden der Dateneingabeoperation durch den
Benutzer.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend den
Schritt von 1, ferner umfassend den Schritt des An-
zeigens eines Dropdown-Menüs von Vorschlägen
als Reaktion auf einen Benutzer, der eine Datenein-
gabeoperation in den angezeigten aggregierten
Werten einleitet.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, worin das Menü der
Vorschläge automatisch basierend auf Kontextkrite-
rien gefiltert wird.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des Sortierens des gefilterten Menüs von Vor-
schlägen.
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14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner die Schritte
umfasst:

Anzeigen einer Vorschau einer oder mehrerer
der ausgewählten Dateien; und
Anzeigen von Metadaten der ausgewählten Da-
teien, während die Vorschau angezeigt wird,
wobei mindestens ein Teil der Metadaten die
Aggregation von Werten mehrwertiger Eigen-
schaften der ausgewählten Vielzahl von Dateien
ist.

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, wobei die aggregier-
ten Werte in einem Feld angezeigt werden und das
Feld eine Eingabeaufforderung von Text an einem
Ende der aggregierten Werte anfügt.

16. Verfahren nach Anspruch 15, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des automatischen Entfernens der Eingabe-
aufforderung als Reaktion auf einen Benutzer, der
eine Dateneingabeoperation in dem Feld einleitet.

17. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, ferner umfassend den
Schritt des Anordnens der angezeigten aggregierten
Werte gemäß den jeweiligen Prioritäten, die jeder
der ausgewählten Dateien zugeordnet sind.

18. Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner die
Schritte umfasst:

Überarbeiten der angezeigten aggregierten
Werte gemäß einer Benutzeraufforderung zum
Bearbeiten der Werte; und
Durchführen einer entsprechenden Überarbei-
tung der Eigenschaften jeder der ausgewählten
Dateien als Reaktion auf das Bearbeiten der ag-
gregierten Werte durch den Benutzer.

Revendications

1. Procédé d’affichage, sur un écran d’affichage d’un
système informatique, de propriétés de fichiers,
comprenant les étapes ci-dessous consistant à :

recevoir une sélection utilisateur de multiples fi-
chiers d’un système informatique, dans lequel
lesdits fichiers présentent chacun au moins une
propriété multi-valeur ; et
afficher une agrégation de valeurs desdites pro-
priétés multi-valeurs desdits multiples fichiers,
dans lequel au moins une valeur affichée est
différenciée visuellement pour corréler ladite va-
leur avec un ou plusieurs desdits fichiers sélec-
tionnés de manière à indiquer que ladite valeur
est associée à un sous-ensemble desdits fi-
chiers sélectionnés ; et
dans lequel au moins une seconde valeur affi-

chée est différenciée visuellement de manière
à indiquer que ladite valeur est associée à la
totalité desdits fichiers sélectionnés.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à différencier visuellement
ledit un ou lesdits plusieurs fichiers desdits fichiers
sélectionnés d’une manière correspondant à ladite
au moins une valeur affichée.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à normaliser lesdites pro-
priétés multi-valeurs desdits multiples fichiers sélec-
tionnés.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à agencer ladite agrégation
de valeurs sur la base de priorités données par les-
dits multiples fichiers.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel ladite
étape d’agencement inclut les étapes consistant à :

établir une constante entière « C » ; et
décompter des votes prioritaires pour chaque
valeur trouvée dans les propriétés multi-valeurs
desdits fichiers sélectionnés pour des emplace-
ments « 1 » à « C ».

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel ladite
étape d’agencement comprend en outre l’étape con-
sistant à, pour l’un des emplacements « 1 » à « C »,
octroyer cet emplacement à une valeur présentant
les votes les plus prioritaires pour cet emplacement.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel ladite
étape d’agencement inclut en outre l’étape consis-
tant à observer, en cas d’égalité entre deux valeurs
ou plus pour ledit un des emplacements « 1 » à
« C », avant l’emplacement séquentiel successif
après ledit un des emplacements « 1 » à « C », et à
attribuer ledit un des emplacements « 1 » à « C »
sur la base des résultats de ladite observation.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à inclure une chaîne de texte
d’invite avec ladite agrégation de valeurs affichée.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à supprimer automatique-
ment ladite chaîne de texte d’invite en réponse à
l’initiation, par un utilisateur, d’une opération de sai-
sie de données dans lesdites valeurs agrégées affi-
chées.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à remplacer automatique-
ment ladite chaîne de texte d’invite en réponse au
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fait que ledit utilisateur met fin à ladite opération de
saisie de données.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’étape
d’affichage selon la revendication 1 comprend en
outre l’étape consistant à afficher un menu déroulant
de suggestions en réponse à l’initiation, par un utili-
sateur, d’une opération de saisie de données dans
lesdites valeurs agrégées affichées.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel ledit
menu déroulant de suggestions est automatique-
ment filtré sur la base de critères contextuels.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 12, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à trier ledit menu déroulant
de suggestions filtré.

14. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre les étapes ci-dessous consistant à :

afficher un aperçu d’un ou plusieurs desdits fi-
chiers sélectionnés ; et
afficher des métadonnées desdits fichiers sé-
lectionnés tandis que ledit aperçu est affiché,
dans lequel au moins une partie desdites méta-
données correspond à ladite agrégation de va-
leurs de propriétés multi-valeurs de ladite plu-
ralité sélectionnée de fichiers.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 14, dans lequel les-
dites valeurs agrégées sont affichées dans un
champ, et dans lequel ledit champ annexe un texte
d’invite à une extrémité desdites valeurs agrégées.

16. Procédé selon la revendication 15, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à supprimer automatique-
ment ledit texte d’invite en réponse à l’initiation, par
l’utilisateur, d’une opération de saisie de données
dans ledit champ.

17. Procédé selon la revendication 16, comprenant en
outre l’étape consistant à agencer lesdites valeurs
agrégées affichées conformément aux priorités res-
pectives associées à chacun desdits fichiers sélec-
tionnés.

18. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre les étapes ci-dessous consistant à :

réexaminer lesdites valeurs agrégées affichées
conformément à une demande d’utilisateur vi-
sant à modifier lesdites valeurs ; et
effectuer une réexamen correspondant des pro-
priétés de chacun desdits fichiers sélectionnés
en réponse à ladite modification, par l’utilisateur,
desdites valeurs agrégées.

39 40 



EP 1 872 193 B1

22



EP 1 872 193 B1

23



EP 1 872 193 B1

24



EP 1 872 193 B1

25



EP 1 872 193 B1

26



EP 1 872 193 B1

27



EP 1 872 193 B1

28



EP 1 872 193 B1

29



EP 1 872 193 B1

30



EP 1 872 193 B1

31



EP 1 872 193 B1

32



EP 1 872 193 B1

33



EP 1 872 193 B1

34



EP 1 872 193 B1

35



EP 1 872 193 B1

36



EP 1 872 193 B1

37



EP 1 872 193 B1

38



EP 1 872 193 B1

39



EP 1 872 193 B1

40



EP 1 872 193 B1

41



EP 1 872 193 B1

42



EP 1 872 193 B1

43



EP 1 872 193 B1

44



EP 1 872 193 B1

45



EP 1 872 193 B1

46



EP 1 872 193 B1

47



EP 1 872 193 B1

48



EP 1 872 193 B1

49



EP 1 872 193 B1

50



EP 1 872 193 B1

51



EP 1 872 193 B1

52



EP 1 872 193 B1

53



EP 1 872 193 B1

54

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• US 20030156119 A1 [0007] • US 5982369 A [0008]


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	cited references

