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(57) An air flowmeter (50) is arranged in an intake
passage (12). An air-fuel ratio sensor (56) is arranged
downstream of an addition valve (26) in an exhaust pas-
sage (20). An estimated air-fuel ratio (Afe) is calculated
based on an intake air amount (Ga) detected by the air
flowmeter (50) and the sum of a fuel amount (Q) injected
by a fuel injection valve (18) and a fuel amount (Ad) added
by the addition valve (26). It is determined that there is
a stuck-closed anomaly in the addition valve (26) if the

logical conjunction is true of a condition that a detected
value (Af) of the air-fuel ratio sensor (56) is greater than
the estimated air-fuel ratio (Afe) by a margin greater than
or equal to a specified amount (ΔAf1) and a condition
that a detected value (Tex) of the exhaust temperature
sensor (52) in a period in which the addition valve (26)
adds fuel is smaller than a reference value (Texe) in the
period by a margin greater than or equal to a predeter-
mined amount (ΔTe).
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an anomaly
diagnosing apparatus and an anomaly diagnosing meth-
od for an addition valve. An addition valve is arranged in
the exhaust passage of an internal combustion engine
and adds fuel to exhaust gas. The engine includes an air
flowmeter and a catalyst. The air flowmeter is arranged
in the intake passage and detects the amount of air. The
catalyst is arranged in the exhaust passage and has an
oxidizing function. The addition valve is located upstream
of the catalyst in the exhaust passage. The engine also
includes an air-fuel ratio sensor, an exhaust temperature
sensor, and a fuel injection valve. The air-fuel ratio sensor
is arranged downstream of the addition valve in the ex-
haust passage. The exhaust temperature sensor is ar-
ranged downstream of the catalyst in the exhaust pas-
sage. The fuel injection valve supplies fuel into a com-
bustion chamber.
[0002] For example, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Pub-
lication No. 2009-221939 discloses an anomaly diagnos-
ing apparatus for an addition valve that calculates an
estimated air-fuel ratio based on a detected intake air
amount, the injection amount from a fuel injection valve,
and a fuel addition amount from an addition valve. The
apparatus diagnoses whether there is an anomaly in the
addition valve based on the difference between a value
detected by the air-fuel ratio sensor and the estimated
air-fuel ratio.

SUMMARY

[0003] However, if the detected intake air amount is
excessively smaller than the actual intake air amount,
the above-described apparatus may erroneously deter-
mine that there is an anomaly in the addition valve even
when the addition valve functions normally.
[0004] Examples of the present disclosure will now be
described.
[0005] Example 1: An anomaly diagnosing apparatus
for an addition valve is provided. The addition valve is
arranged in an exhaust passage of an internal combus-
tion engine and adds fuel to exhaust gas. The engine
includes an air flowmeter, which is arranged in an intake
passage and detects an air amount, and a catalyst, which
is arranged in the exhaust passage and has an oxidizing
function. The addition valve is arranged upstream of the
catalyst in the exhaust passage. The engine also in-
cludes an air-fuel ratio sensor, which is arranged down-
stream of the addition valve in the exhaust passage, an
exhaust temperature sensor, which is arranged down-
stream of the catalyst in the exhaust passage, and a fuel
injection valve, which supplies fuel into a combustion
chamber.
[0006] The anomaly diagnosing apparatus is config-
ured to execute:

an air-fuel ratio estimating process of calculating an
estimated air-fuel ration, which is an estimated value
of an air-fuel ratio based on an intake air amount
detected by the air flowmeter and the sum of a fuel
amount injected by the fuel injection valve and a fuel
amount added by the addition valve; and
a stuck-closed anomaly determining process of de-
termining that there is a stuck-closed anomaly in the
addition valve if a logical conjunction is true of a con-
dition that a detected value of the air-fuel ratio sensor
is greater than the estimated air fuel-ratio by a margin
greater than or equal to a specified amount and a
condition that a detected value of the exhaust tem-
perature sensor in a period in which the addition
valve adds fuel is smaller than a reference value in
that period by a margin greater than or equal to a
predetermined amount.

[0007] Factors that may cause the value detected by
the air-fuel ratio sensor to be greater than the estimated
air-fuel ratio by a margin greater than or equal to the
specified amount include not only a stuck-closed anom-
aly of the addition valve, in which the addition valve is
stuck in a closed state, but also an anomaly in which the
air amount detected by the air flowmeter is excessively
smaller than the actual air amount. In contrast, if there is
a stuck-closed anomaly in the addition valve, the exhaust
temperature is not raised by heat of reaction produced
by fuel and oxygen in the catalyst due to addition of fuel
by the addition valve. Therefore, in the above-described
configuration, the condition for determining that there is
a stuck-closed anomaly includes a condition that the val-
ue detected by the exhaust temperature sensor in the
period in which the addition valve adds fuel is smaller
than the reference value in that period by a margin greater
than or equal to the specific amount. This reduces erro-
neous determination that there is an anomaly in the ad-
dition valve when the air amount detected by the air flow-
meter is excessively smaller than the actual air amount.
[0008] Example 2: In the anomaly diagnosing appara-
tus of Example 1, the stuck-closed anomaly determining
process is a process of determining that there is a stuck-
closed anomaly if the logical conjunction remains true
continuously for a predetermined period.
[0009] In the above-described configuration, it is de-
termined that there is an anomaly if the logical conjunc-
tion remains true continuously for a predetermined peri-
od. This improves the tolerance to noise of such deter-
mination, thus enhancing the accuracy of determination.
[0010] Example 3: The anomaly diagnosing apparatus
of Example 1 or 2 is configured to further execute an
exhaust temperature estimating process of calculating
an estimated exhaust temperature, which is an estimated
value of the exhaust temperature downstream of the cat-
alyst, based on an operating point of the engine and an
addition amount of fuel added by the addition valve. The
apparatus is also configured to use the estimated ex-
haust temperature as the reference value.
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[0011] When the engine is in a transient operating
state, for example, there may be a temperature difference
between the upstream side and the downstream side of
the catalyst. In this case, if the value obtained by adding
a predetermined amount to a detected temperature up-
stream of the catalyst is used as the reference value, it
is difficult to highly accurately determine that there is a
stuck-closed anomaly based on the difference between
the reference value and the exhaust temperature on the
downstream side. To solve this problem, the above-de-
scribed configuration employs the estimated exhaust
temperature as the reference value.
[0012] Example 4: The anomaly diagnosing apparatus
of Example 3 being configured to execute the stuck-
closed anomaly determining process on condition that a
change amount of the air-fuel ratio is smaller than or
equal to a predetermined amount.
[0013] In the above-described configuration, the stuck-
closed anomaly determining process is executed when
the condition is met that the change amount of the air-
fuel ratio is smaller than or equal to a predetermined
amount. This maximally restrains the factor of noise in-
volved in the determination regarding anomalies.
[0014] Example 5: An anomaly diagnosing method for
an addition valve is provided that executes the processes
according to Examples 1 to 4.
[0015] Example 6: A non-transitory computer readable
memory medium is provided that stores a program that
causes a processor to execute the processes described
in Examples 1 to 4.
[0016] Other aspects and advantages of the present
disclosure will become apparent from the following de-
scription, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, illustrating exemplary embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] The disclosure may be understood by reference
to the following description together with the accompa-
nying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an anomaly diagnosing
apparatus and an internal combustion engine ac-
cording to one embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing part of processes
executed by the controller in the internal combustion
engine of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart representing the procedure of a
diagnosing process in the engine of Fig. 1; and
Fig. 4 is a timing diagram showing advantages in the
engine of Fig. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0018] An anomaly diagnosing apparatus for an addi-
tion valve according to one embodiment will hereafter be
described with reference to Figs. 1 to 4.
[0019] As shown in Fig. 1, an internal combustion en-

gine 10 is a vehicle-mounted prime mover. The engine
10 draws air through an intake passage 12, supplying
the air into combustion chambers 16 of respective cylin-
ders through a forced induction device 14. Fuel injection
valves 18 inject fuel, such as diesel oil. In each of the
combustion chambers 16, the air-fuel mixture of the air
drawn through the intake passage 12 and the fuel is com-
pressed and ignited to be burned. The burned air-fuel
mixture is discharged into an exhaust passage 20 as ex-
haust gas. In the exhaust passage 20, an oxidation cat-
alyst 22 and a diesel particulate filter (DPF 24) are ar-
ranged downstream of a forced induction device 14 in
this order sequentially from the upstream side. An addi-
tion valve 26 is arranged between the forced induction
device 14 and the oxidation catalyst 22 to add fuel to the
exhaust gas.
[0020] A fuel pump 30 supplies fuel to the addition
valve 26 and a pressure accumulating pipe 32. The fuel
injection valves 18 inject the fuel stored in the pressure
accumulating pipe 32 into the combustion chambers 16.
The intake passage 12 and the exhaust passage 20 are
connected to each other through an EGR passage 34.
An EGR valve 36 is arranged in the EGR passage 34 to
regulate the communication area of the EGR passage 34.
[0021] A controller 40 controls the engine 10 and op-
erates operated portions of the engine 10, including the
fuel injection valves 18, the addition valve 26, and the
EGR valve 36, to control torque and exhaust gas com-
ponents, which are controlled amounts of the engine 10.
To control the controlled amounts, the controller 40 refers
to an intake air amount Ga, an exhaust temperature Tex
between the oxidation catalyst 22 and the DPF 24, and
a differential pressure ΔP between the upstream side and
the downstream side of the DPF 24. The intake air
amount Ga is detected by an air flowmeter 50 provided
in the intake passage 12. The exhaust temperature Tex
is detected by an exhaust temperature sensor 52. The
differential pressure ΔP is detected by a differential pres-
sure sensor 54. The controller 40 also refers to an air-
fuel ratio Af detected by an air-fuel ratio sensor 56, an
output signal Scr from a crank angle sensor 58, and an
intake manifold pressure Pm detected by an intake man-
ifold pressure sensor 60. The air-fuel ratio sensor 56 is
arranged downstream of the DPF 24. The intake manifold
pressure Pm is the pressure in a section of the intake
passage 12 downstream of the forced induction device
14. The controller 40 further refers to an intake manifold
temperature Tin detected by an intake manifold temper-
ature sensor 62 and an accelerator operation amount
ACCP. The intake manifold temperature Tin is the tem-
perature in a section of the intake passage 12 down-
stream of the forced induction device 14. The accelerator
operation amount ACCP is the depression amount of the
accelerator pedal and detected by an accelerator sensor
64.
[0022] The controller 40 includes a CPU 42, a ROM
44, and a RAM 46 and controls the aforementioned con-
trolled amounts by executing programs memorized in the
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ROM 44 by means of the CPU 42.
[0023] Fig. 2 shows part of processes executed by the
controller 40. The processes illustrated in Fig. 2 are im-
plemented by executing programs memorized in the
ROM 44 by means of the CPU 42.
[0024] An injection amount calculating process M10 is
a process of calculating an injection amount Q injected
by each fuel injection valve 18 based on the rotation
speed NE and the accelerator operation amount ACCP.
An injection valve operating process M12 is a process of
outputting an operating signal MS1 to each fuel injection
valve 18 to operate the fuel injection valve 18 such that
the injection amount injected by the fuel injection valve
18 becomes equal to the injection amount Q.
[0025] A target EGR rate calculating process M14 is a
process of calculating a target EGR rate Regr* as the
target of an EGR rate Regr based on the rotation speed
NE and the injection amount Q. The EGR rate Regr is a
value obtained by dividing the amount of the exhaust gas
flowing from the exhaust passage 20 into the intake pas-
sage 12 through the EGR passage 34 by the intake air
amount Ga. An EGR rate calculating process M16 is a
process of calculating the EGR rate Regr based on the
intake air amount Ga, the intake manifold pressure Pm,
and the intake manifold temperature Tin. A feedback
process M18 is a process of calculating a command value
θegr* for the opening degree of the EGR valve 36 as an
operation amount for feedback-controlling the EGR rate
Regr to the target EGR rate Regr*. An EGR valve oper-
ating process M20 is a process of outputting an operating
signal MS3 to the EGR valve 36 to operate the EGR valve
36 such that the opening degree θegr of the EGR valve
36 becomes equal to the command value θegr*.
[0026] An accumulation amount estimating process
M22 is a process of calculating an accumulation amount
DPM, which is the amount of particulate matter trapped
by the DPF 24, based on the differential pressure ΔP and
the intake air amount Ga. An addition valve operating
process M24 is a process of outputting an operating sig-
nal MS2 to the addition valve 26 to operate the addition
valve 26 to add fuel to exhaust gas when the accumula-
tion amount DPM becomes greater than or equal to a
predetermined amount, as a PM regenerating process
for removing the particulate matter that has been trapped
by the DPF 24.
[0027] An exhaust temperature estimating process
M26 is a process of calculating an estimated exhaust
temperature Texe based on the rotation speed NE and
the injection amount Q, which define the operating point
of the engine. During the PM regenerating process, the
exhaust temperature estimating process M26 calculates
the estimated exhaust temperature Texe with the addi-
tion amount Ad of the fuel added by the addition valve
26 taken into condition. This allows the estimated ex-
haust temperature Texe to represent an estimated ex-
haust temperature between the oxidation catalyst 22 and
the DPF 24. Specifically, the exhaust temperature esti-
mating process M26 calculates a greater estimated ex-

haust temperature Texe when the injection amount Q is
great than when the injection amount Q is small. The
exhaust temperature estimating process M26 also cal-
culates a greater estimated exhaust temperature Texe
when the addition amount Ad is great than when the ad-
dition amount Ad is small.
[0028] More specifically, the exhaust temperature es-
timating process M26 includes a process of setting a base
temperature based on the operating point of the engine
10, a process of correcting the base temperature using
an increase correction amount determined based on the
addition amount Ad, and a process of causing the esti-
mated exhaust temperature Texe to converge to the cor-
rected base temperature. Specifically, map data having
the rotation speed NE and the injection amount Q as
input variables and the base temperature as an output
variable is stored in the ROM 44, and the CPU 42 per-
forms map calculation to obtain the base temperature.
The map data refers to a data set of discrete values of
the input variable and values of the output variable each
corresponding to a value of the input variable. When the
value of an input variable matches any of the values of
the input variable on the map data, the map calculation
uses the value of the corresponding output variable on
the map data as the calculation result. When the value
of the input variable does not match any of the values of
the input variable on the map data, the map calculation
uses a value obtained by interpolation of multiple values
of the output variable included in the map data set as the
calculation result. The process of causing the corrected
base temperature to converge to the estimated exhaust
temperature Texe is a process of updating the estimated
exhaust temperature Texe using, for example, an expo-
nential moving average of a current estimated exhaust
temperature Texe and a corrected base temperature.
[0029] A diagnosing process M28 is a process of di-
agnosing whether there is an anomaly in the addition
valve 26 based on the rotation speed NE, the intake air
amount Ga, the air-fuel ratio Af, the estimated exhaust
temperature Texe, and the addition amount Ad.
[0030] Fig. 3 shows the procedure of the diagnosing
process M28. The process of Fig. 3 is implemented by
executing a program memorized in the ROM 44 by means
of the CPU 42 repeatedly, for example, at predetermined
cycles. In the following description, the number of each
step is represented by the letter S followed by a numeral.
[0031] In the series of processes shown in Fig. 3, the
CPU 42 first determines whether a diagnosis executing
condition for an anomaly in the addition valve 26 is met
(S10). Specifically, the diagnosis executing condition in-
cludes, for example, a condition that a change amount
ΔAf of the air-fuel ratio Af is smaller than or equal to a
predetermined amount Δth. The change amount ΔAf is
an amount calculated by the CPU 42 based on time-se-
ries data representing the air-fuel ratio Af and also the
change amount of the air-fuel ratio Af per unit time. The
change amount may be, for example, the value obtained
by subtracting the air-fuel ratio Af that has been obtained
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in the previous control cycle from the air-fuel ratio Af ob-
tained in the current control cycle. Specifically, the air-
fuel ratio Af may change when the EGR rate Regr chang-
es, the intake air amount Ga changes due to the change
of the EGR rate Regr, or the injection amount Q changes.
[0032] If the CPU 42 determines that the diagnosis ex-
ecuting condition is met (S10: YES), the CPU 42 deter-
mines whether an adding process of fuel to exhaust gas
by the addition valve 26 is being executed (S12). This
process is a process of determining whether the PM re-
generating process is being executed. If the CPU 42 de-
termines that the adding process is not being executed
(S12: NO), the CPU 42 calculates an estimated air-fuel
ratio Afe based on the air-fuel ratio Af and the injection
amount Q (S14). Specifically, the CPU 42 calculates a
greater estimated air-fuel ratio Afe when the intake air
amount Ga is great than when the intake air amount Ga
is small. Also, the CPU 42 calculates a smaller estimated
air-fuel ratio Afe when the injection amount Q is great
than when the injection amount Q is small. For example,
this process is accomplished by substituting, for the es-
timated air-fuel ratio Afe, the value obtained by dividing
the integrated value of the intake air amount Ga in a pre-
determined period by the integrated value of the injection
amount Q in the predetermined period by means of the
CPU 42.
[0033] Subsequently, the CPU 42 determines whether
the air-fuel ratio Af is smaller than the estimated air-fuel
ratio Afe by a margin greater than or equal to a specified
amount ΔAf2 (S16). This process is a process of deter-
mining whether there is a stuck-open anomaly. A stuck-
open anomaly is an anomaly in which the addition valve
26 is constantly held open without being operated using
an operating signal MS2. In other words, if there is a
stuck-open anomaly in the addition valve 26, the exhaust
components sensed by the air-fuel ratio sensor 56 are
influenced by the fuel that has flowed from the addition
valve 26 into the exhaust gas. However, the estimated
air-fuel ratio Afe is calculated without considering the fuel
that has flowed from the addition valve 26 into the exhaust
gas and thus becomes greater than the air-fuel ratio Af.
Therefore, the specified amount ΔAf2 is set to a value
greater than the maximum amount by which the air-fuel
ratio Af becomes smaller than the estimated air-fuel ratio
Afe due to an error in calculation of the estimated air-fuel
ratio Afe. As a result, when the air-fuel ratio Af is smaller
than the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe by a margin greater
than or equal to the specified amount ΔAf2, it is deter-
mined that the fuel is likely to be flowing from the addition
valve 26 into the exhaust gas.
[0034] If the CPU 42 determines that the air-fuel ratio
Af is smaller than the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe by a
margin greater than or equal to the specified amount ΔAf2
(S16: YES), the CPU 42 increments the stuck-open
anomaly counter C2 and initializes a stuck-closed anom-
aly counter C1 (S18). Then, the CPU 42 determines
whether the stuck-open anomaly counter C2 is greater
than or equal to a predetermined value C2th (S20). If the

CPU 42 determines that the stuck-open anomaly counter
C2 is greater than or equal to the predetermined value
C2th (S20: YES), the CPU 42 determines that a stuck-
open anomaly has occurred in the addition valve 26
(S22). Also, the CPU 42 operates a warning light 66, as
shown in Fig. 1, to execute a notification process of urging
the user of the vehicle to order repair service (S24).
[0035] In contrast, if the CPU 42 determines that the
adding process is being executed (S12: YES), the CPU
42 calculates the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe based on
the intake air amount Ga, the addition amount Ad, and
the injection amount Q (S26). Specifically, the CPU 42
calculates a greater estimated air-fuel ratio Afe when the
intake air amount Ga is great than when the intake air
amount Ga is small. On the other hand, the CPU 42 cal-
culates a smaller estimated air-fuel ratio Afe when the
injection amount Q is great than when the injection
amount Q is small. The CPU 42 also calculates a smaller
estimated air-fuel ratio Afe when the addition amount Ad
is great than when the addition amount Ad is small. For
example, this process is accomplished by substituting,
for the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe, the value obtained by
dividing the integrated value of the intake air amount Ga
in a predetermined period by the integrated value of the
sum of the injection amount Q and the addition amount
Ad in the predetermined period by means of the CPU 42.
[0036] Next, the CPU 42 determines whether the air-
fuel ratio Af exceeds the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe cal-
culated in S26 by a margin greater than or equal to a
specified amount ΔAf1 (S28). This process determines
whether there is a possibility of a stuck-closed anomaly
in the addition valve 26. A stuck-closed anomaly is an
anomaly in which, despite the fact that the addition valve
26 is operated to add fuel to exhaust gas, the addition
valve 26 actually does not inject fuel and thus cannot add
fuel to exhaust gas. The fuel (the addition amount Ad) to
be added to the exhaust gas by the addition valve 26
through operation of the addition valve 26 is considered
in calculation of the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe. As a re-
sult, if there is a stuck-closed anomaly in the addition
valve 26, the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe is smaller than
the air-fuel ratio Af. Therefore, the specified amount ΔAf1
is set to a value greater than the maximum amount by
which the air-fuel ratio Af exceeds the estimated air-fuel
ratio Afe due to an error in calculation of the estimated
air-fuel ratio Afe. This allows for determination that there
is a possibility of a stuck-closed anomaly, in which the
addition valve 26 cannot add fuel to exhaust gas, in the
addition valve 26 when the air-fuel ratio Af is greater than
the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe by a margin greater than
or equal to the specified amount ΔAf1.
[0037] If the CPU 42 determines that the air-fuel ratio
Af exceeds the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe by a margin
greater than or equal to the specified amount ΔAf1 (S28:
YES), the CPU 42 determines whether the exhaust tem-
perature Tex is smaller than the estimated exhaust tem-
perature Texe by a margin greater than or equal to a
predetermined amount ΔTe (S30). This process is carried
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out to ascertain that the factor that has brought about a
positive determination in S28 is not an anomaly in which
the intake air amount Ga detected by the air flowmeter
50 is excessively smaller than the actual intake air
amount. In other words, at the time of a stuck-closed
anomaly of the addition valve 26, the adding process
cannot add the addition amount Ad of fuel to the exhaust
gas. The exhaust temperature downstream of the oxida-
tion catalyst 22 is thus lower than that in a case in which
the addition amount Ad of fuel is added to the exhaust
gas. Specifically, when the adding process is being ex-
ecuted, the estimated exhaust temperature Texe is de-
termined with an expected rise of the exhaust tempera-
ture downstream of the oxidation catalyst 22 caused by
the adding process taken into consideration. Therefore,
at the time of a stuck-closed anomaly, the exhaust tem-
perature Tex is smaller than the estimated exhaust tem-
perature Texe to a great extent. In contrast, if the intake
air amount Ga is excessively smaller than the actual air
amount despite the fact that there is no stuck-closed
anomaly, the exhaust temperature Tex is expected to be
a value approximating the estimated exhaust tempera-
ture Texe. Therefore, the predetermined value ΔTe is set
to a value greater than the maximum amount by which
the exhaust temperature Tex is smaller than the estimat-
ed exhaust temperature Texe due to an error in calcula-
tion of the estimated exhaust temperature Texe. This al-
lows for determination that there is a stuck-closed anom-
aly when the exhaust temperature Tex is smaller than
the estimated exhaust temperature Texe by a margin
greater than or equal to the predetermined amount ΔTe.
[0038] If the CPU 42 determines that the exhaust tem-
perature Tex is smaller than the estimated exhaust tem-
perature Texe by a margin greater than or equal to the
predetermined amount ΔTe (S30: YES), the CPU 42 in-
crements the stuck-closed anomaly counter C1 and ini-
tializes the stuck-open anomaly counter C2 (S32). Next,
the CPU 42 determines whether the stuck-closed anom-
aly counter C1 is greater than or equal to a predetermined
value C1th (S34). If the CPU 42 determines that the
stuck-closed anomaly counter C1 is greater than or equal
to the predetermined value C1th (S34: YES), the CPU
42 determines that there is a stuck-closed anomaly in
the addition valve 26 (S36) and performs S24.
[0039] If the CPU 42 makes a negative determination
in S16, S28, or S30, the CPU 42 initializes the stuck-
closed anomaly counter C1 and the stuck-open anomaly
counter C2 (S38).
[0040] The CPU 42 suspends the series of processes
shown in Fig. 3 when S24 or S38 is completed or if a
negative determination is made in S10, S20, or S34.
[0041] An operation and advantages of the present
embodiment will now be described.
[0042] Fig. 4 shows changes in the value obtained by
subtracting the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe from the air-
fuel ratio Af, the value obtained by subtracting the ex-
haust temperature Tex from the estimated exhaust tem-
perature Texe, and the stuck-closed anomaly counter

C1.
[0043] At a point in time t1, the air-fuel ratio Af exceeds
the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe by a margin greater than
or equal to the specified amount ΔAf1. Also, the differ-
ence between the estimated exhaust temperature Texe
and the exhaust temperature Tex is relatively small.
Therefore, the CPU 42 starts to increment the stuck-
closed anomaly counter C1. However, at a point in time
t2, the amount by which the air-fuel ratio Af exceeds the
estimated air-fuel ratio Afe becomes smaller than the
specified amount ΔAf1. This causes the CPU 42 to ini-
tialize the stuck-closed anomaly counter C1. Then, at a
point in time t3, the air-fuel ratio Af exceeds the estimated
air-fuel ratio Afe by a margin greater than or equal to the
specified amount ΔAf1. Also, the difference between the
estimated exhaust temperature Texe and the exhaust
temperature Tex is relatively small. This causes the CPU
42 to restart incrementing the stuck-closed anomaly
counter C1. At a pint in time t4, when the stuck-closed
anomaly counter C1 becomes greater than or equal to
the predetermined value C1th, the CPU 42 determines
that there is a stuck-closed anomaly in the addition valve
26. Specifically, Fig. 4 illustrates a case in which the in-
take air amount Ga detected by the air flowmeter 50 is
normal. In a case in which the intake air amount Ga is
excessively smaller than the actual air amount and there
is no stuck-closed anomaly, the exhaust temperature Tex
does not become smaller than the estimated exhaust
temperature Texe by a margin greater than or equal to
the predetermined amount ΔTe. The stuck-closed anom-
aly counter C1 is thus maintained without being incre-
mented.
[0044] As has been described, in the present embod-
iment, it is determined that there is a stuck-closed anom-
aly when the air-fuel ratio Af exceeds the estimated air-
fuel ratio Afe by a margin greater than or equal to the
specified amount ΔAf1 and, at the same time, the differ-
ence between the estimated exhaust temperature Texe
and the exhaust temperature Tex is great. This restrains
erroneously determination that there is a stuck-closed
anomaly in the addition valve 26 due to the fact that the
intake air amount Ga detected by the air flowmeter 50 is
excessively smaller than the actual intake air amount.
[0045] The present embodiment described above fur-
ther has the following advantages.

(1) When the engine 10 is in transient operation, for
example, there may be a temperature difference be-
tween the upstream side and the downstream side
of the oxidation catalyst 22. Therefore, for example,
if the value obtained by adding a predetermined
amount to a detected temperature upstream of the
oxidation catalyst 22 is used instead of the estimated
exhaust temperature Texe, it may become difficult
to accurately determine that there is no stuck-closed
anomaly. To solve this problem, the present embod-
iment employs the estimated exhaust temperature
Texe to ascertain that the fact that the air-fuel ratio
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Af has become great is caused not by a stuck-closed
anomaly but by an anomaly in which the intake air
amount Ga detected by the air flowmeter 50 is ex-
cessively smaller than the actual air amount.
(2) The diagnosis executing condition includes the
condition that the change amount ΔAf of the air-fuel
ratio Af is smaller than or equal to the predetermined
amount Δth. This maximally restrains a factor of
noise involved in anomaly determination.

<Correspondence>

[0046] The correspondence between the items in the
above-described embodiments and the items described
in the above SUMMARY is as follows. Below, the corre-
spondence is shown for each of the numbers in the ex-
amples described in the above SUMMARY.

[1] The "catalyst" corresponds to the oxidation cat-
alyst 22. The "anomaly diagnosing apparatus" cor-
responds to the controller 40. The "air-fuel ratio es-
timating process" corresponds to S26. The "stuck-
closed anomaly determining process" corresponds
to S28 to S36. The "reference value" corresponds
to the estimated exhaust temperature Texe.
[2] The "predetermined period" corresponds to a pe-
riod that lasts for a length corresponding to the value
obtained by multiplying the control cycle of the proc-
ess of Fig. 3 by the predetermined value C1th.
[4] Example 4 corresponds to the fact that the diag-
nosis executing condition in S10 includes the condi-
tion that the change amount ΔAf of the air-fuel ratio
Af is smaller than or equal to the predetermined
amount Δth.

<Other Embodiments>

[0047] The above-described embodiments may be
modified as follows. The above-described embodiments
and the following modifications can be combined as long
as the combined modifications remain technically con-
sistent with each other.

Regarding Exhaust Temperature Estimating Process

[0048] In the above-described embodiments, the esti-
mated exhaust temperature Texe is calculated based on
the rotation speed NE and the injection amount Q, which
define the operating point of the internal combustion en-
gine 10. However, the configuration is not restricted to
this. For example, the accelerator operation amount AC-
CP may be used instead of the injection amount Q as
load. Alternatively, for example, the estimated exhaust
temperature Texe may be calculated based on the air-
fuel ratio Af in addition to the rotation speed NE, the load,
and the addition amount Ad. Such calculation is imple-
mented by, for example, a process of correcting the base
temperature, which is determined in correspondence

with the rotation speed NE and the load, by the increase
correction amount, and an air-fuel ratio correction
amount determined in correspondence with the air-fuel
ratio and then causing the estimated exhaust tempera-
ture Texe to converge to the corrected base temperature.
Specifically, the air-fuel ratio correction amount may be
map-calculated by the CPU 42 with reference to map
data in which the air-fuel ratio is an input variable and
the air-fuel ratio correction amount is an output variable.
The map data is memorized in the ROM 44 in advance.
[0049] The process of causing the estimated exhaust
temperature Texe to converge to the base temperature,
which is determined in correspondence with the operat-
ing point, is not restricted to the exponential moving av-
erage process. The process may be, for example, a proc-
ess of setting an output value of a low-pass filter, such
as a first-order lag filter or a second-order lag filter, in
which the base temperature is an input may be set as
the estimated exhaust temperature Texe.

Regarding Diagnosis Executing Condition

[0050] In the present embodiment, the diagnosis exe-
cuting condition for the stuck-open anomaly determining
process includes the condition that the adding process
is in an interrupted state. However, the present configu-
ration is not restricted to this.
[0051] Also, it is not always necessary to set the
change amount ΔAf of the air-fuel ratio Af being smaller
than the predetermined amount Δth as a condition.

Regarding Air-Fuel Ratio Estimating Process

[0052] If the adding process being not executed is ex-
cluded from the diagnosis executing condition for the
stuck-open anomaly determining process as has been
described in "Regarding Diagnosis Executing Condition,"
for example, the estimated air-fuel ratio Afe calculated in
S26 may be used in S16.

Regarding Reference Value

[0053] In the present embodiment, the estimated ex-
haust temperature Texe is set as the "reference value"
when the adding process is being executed. However,
the configuration is not restricted to this. For example, a
sensor may be provided to detect an upstream exhaust
temperature that is the exhaust temperature upstream
of the oxidation catalyst 22. In this case, the value ob-
tained by adding a predetermined amount to a detected
upstream exhaust temperature may be set as the "refer-
ence value". Alternatively, instead of the detected up-
stream exhaust temperature, an estimated upstream ex-
haust temperature based on the operating point of the
engine 10 may be used to calculate the "reference value".
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Regarding Stuck-Closed Anomaly Determining Process

[0054] In the illustrated embodiment, it is determined
that there is a stuck-closed anomaly if the logical con-
junction remains true continuously for a predetermined
period of the condition that the air-fuel ratio Af is greater
than the estimated air fuel-ratio Afe by a margin greater
than or equal to the specified amount ΔAf1 and the con-
dition that the exhaust temperature Tex is smaller than
the estimated exhaust temperature Texe by a margin
greater than or equal to the predetermined amount ΔTe.
However, the configuration is not restricted to this. For
example, it may be determined that there is a stuck-
closed anomaly if the above-described logical conjunc-
tion remains true for a predetermined accumulated time
or longer in a specified period. Alternatively, for example,
it may be determined that there is a stuck-closed anomaly
immediately after the logical conjunction becomes true.

Regarding Stuck-Open Anomaly Determining Process

[0055] As has been described in "Regarding Diagnosis
Executing Condition," for example, the diagnosis execut-
ing condition for the stuck-open anomaly determining
process may exclude the condition that the adding proc-
ess is not being executed. In this case, as has been de-
scribed in "Regarding Air-Fuel Ratio Estimating Proc-
ess," the stuck-open anomaly determining process may
be carried out by using, in S16, the estimated air-fuel
ratio Afe calculated in S26. In other words, if the addition
amount caused by a stuck-open anomaly is greater than
the addition amount brought about by the adding proc-
ess, a positive determination is made in S16. This allows
for detection of a stuck-open anomaly. Specifically, in
this case, the specified amount ΔAf2 may be set to a
value greater than the maximum absolute value of the
difference between the air-fuel ratio Af and the estimated
air-fuel ratio Afe when the addition amount Ad of fuel is
added.

Regarding Adding Process

[0056] The adding process is not restricted to the PM
regenerating process. For example, even when the ac-
cumulation amount DPM is small, the adding process
may be executed exclusively for the stuck-closed anom-
aly diagnosis.

Regarding Notification Process

[0057] In the above-described embodiments, the proc-
ess of operating a device that outputs visual information
(the warning light 66) is used, by way of example, as the
notification process of issuing a notification about the ex-
istence of an anomaly. However, the invention is not re-
stricted to this. For example, the notification process may
be a process of operating a device that outputs auditory
information, such as warning sound. In other words, any

suitable notifying device may be employed as long as
the notifying device outputs at least either auditory or
visual information.

Regarding Exhaust System

[0058] In the above-described embodiments, the ad-
dition valve 26 is provided upstream of the oxidation cat-
alyst 22, while the exhaust temperature sensor 52 and
the air-fuel ratio sensor 56 are provided downstream of
the oxidation catalyst 22. However, the invention is not
restricted to this. For example, the oxidation catalyst 22
may be omitted and replaced by an oxidation catalyst
arranged in the DPF 24. In this configuration, the addition
valve 26 may be provided upstream of the DPF 24 while
the exhaust temperature sensor 52 and the air-fuel ratio
sensor 56 may be provided downstream of the DPF 24.
Also, for example, the air-fuel ratio sensor 56 may be
arranged between the addition valve 26 and the oxidation
catalyst 22.

Regarding Anomaly Diagnosing Apparatus

[0059] The anomaly diagnosing apparatus is not limit-
ed to an apparatus that includes the CPU 42 and the
ROM 44 and executes software processing. For exam-
ple, at least part of the processes executed by the soft-
ware in the above-described embodiment may be exe-
cuted by hardware circuits dedicated to execution of
these processes (such as ASIC). That is, the anomaly
diagnosing apparatus may be modified as long as it has
any one of the following configurations (a) to (c). (a) A
configuration including a processor that executes all of
the above-described processes according to programs
and a program storage device such as a ROM (including
a non-transitory computer readable medium) that stores
the programs. (b) A configuration including a processor
and a program storage device that execute part of the
above-described processes according to the programs
and a dedicated hardware circuit that executes the re-
maining processes. (c) A configuration including a ded-
icated hardware circuit that executes all of the above-
described processes. A plurality of software processing
circuits each including a processor and a program stor-
age device and a plurality of dedicated hardware circuits
may be provided. That is, the above processes may be
executed in any manner as long as the processes are
executed by processing circuitry that includes at least
one of a set of one or more software processing circuits
and a set of one or more dedicated hardware circuits.

Other Embodiments

[0060] The internal combustion engine is not limited to
a four-cylinder engine. For example, an in-line six-cylin-
der engine may be used. The stuck-open anomaly de-
termining process does not necessarily have to be exe-
cuted based on the comparison between the estimated

13 14 



EP 3 505 745 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

air-fuel ratio Afe and the air-fuel ratio Af.

Claims

1. An anomaly diagnosing apparatus (40) for an addi-
tion valve (26), wherein
the addition valve (26) is arranged in an exhaust pas-
sage (20) of an internal combustion engine (10) and
is configured to add fuel to exhaust gas,
the engine (10) includes an air flowmeter (50), which
is arranged in an intake passage (12) and configured
to detect an air amount (Ga), and
a catalyst (22), which is arranged in the exhaust pas-
sage (20) and has an oxidizing function, wherein,
the addition valve (26) is arranged upstream of the
catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage (20),
the engine (10) also includes an air-fuel ratio sensor
(56), which is arranged downstream of the addition
valve (26) in the exhaust passage (20), an exhaust
temperature sensor (52), which is arranged down-
stream of the catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage
(20), and a fuel injection valve (18), which is config-
ured to supply fuel into a combustion chamber (16),
and
the anomaly diagnosing apparatus (40) is charac-
terized by comprising processing means configured
to execute:

an air-fuel ratio estimating process of calculating
an estimated air-fuel ration (Afe), which is an
estimated value of an air-fuel ratio (Af) based on
an intake air amount (Ga) detected by the air
flowmeter (50) and the sum of a fuel amount (Q)
injected by the fuel injection valve (18) and a
fuel amount (Ad) added by the addition valve
(26); and
a stuck-closed anomaly determining process of
determining that there is a stuck-closed anomaly
in the addition valve (26) if a logical conjunction
is true of a condition that a detected value (Af)
of the air-fuel ratio sensor (56) is greater than
the estimated air fuel-ratio (Afe) by a margin
greater than or equal to a specified amount
(ΔAf1) and a condition that a detected value
(Tex) of the exhaust temperature sensor (52) in
a period in which the addition valve (26) adds
fuel is smaller than a reference value (Texe) in
that period by a margin greater than or equal to
a predetermined amount (ΔTe).

2. The anomaly diagnosing apparatus (40) for an ad-
dition valve (26) according to claim 1, characterized
in that the stuck-closed anomaly determining proc-
ess is a process of determining that there is a stuck-
closed anomaly if the logical conjunction remains
true continuously for a predetermined period (C1th).

3. The anomaly diagnosing apparatus (40) for an ad-
dition valve (26) according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the processing means is configured to
further execute an exhaust temperature estimating
process of calculating an estimated exhaust temper-
ature (Texe), which is an estimated value of the ex-
haust temperature downstream of the catalyst (22),
based on an operating point of the engine (10) and
an addition amount (Ad) of fuel added by the addition
valve (26), and
use the estimated exhaust temperature (Texe) as
the reference value (Texe).

4. The anomaly diagnosing apparatus (40) for an ad-
dition valve (26) according to claim 3, wherein the
processing means is configured to execute the
stuck-closed anomaly determining process if a
change amount (ΔAf) of the air-fuel ratio (Af) is small-
er than or equal to a predetermined amount (Δth).

5. An anomaly diagnosing method for an addition valve
(26), wherein
the addition valve (26) is arranged in an exhaust pas-
sage (20) of an internal combustion engine (10) and
adds fuel to exhaust gas,
the engine (10) includes an air flowmeter (50), which
is arranged in an intake passage (12) and detects
an air amount (Ga), and a catalyst (22), which is ar-
ranged in the exhaust passage (20) and has an ox-
idizing function,
the addition valve (26) is arranged upstream of the
catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage (20), and
the engine (10) also includes an air-fuel ratio sensor
(56), which is arranged downstream of the addition
valve (26) in the exhaust passage (20), an exhaust
temperature sensor (52), which is arranged down-
stream of the catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage
(20), and a fuel injection valve (18), which supplies
fuel into a combustion chamber (16),
the anomaly diagnosing method being character-
ized by comprising:

calculating an estimated air-fuel ration (Afe),
which is an estimated value of an air-fuel ratio
(Af) based on an intake air amount (Ga) detected
by the air flowmeter (50) and the sum of a fuel
amount (Q) injected by the fuel injection valve
(18) and a fuel amount (Ad) added by the addi-
tion valve (26); and
determining that there is a stuck-closed anomaly
in the addition valve (26) if a logical conjunction
is true of a condition that a detected value (Af)
of the air-fuel ratio sensor (56) is greater than
the estimated air fuel-ratio (Afe) by a margin
greater than or equal to a specified amount
(ΔAf1) and a condition that a detected value
(Tex) of the exhaust temperature sensor (52) in
a period in which the addition valve (26) adds
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fuel is smaller than a reference value (Texe) in
that period by a margin greater than or equal to
a predetermined amount (ΔTe).

6. A non-transitory computer readable memory medi-
um storing a program that causes a processor to
perform an anomaly diagnosing process for an ad-
dition valve (26), wherein
the addition valve (26) is arranged in an exhaust pas-
sage (20) of an internal combustion engine (10) and
adds fuel to exhaust gas,
the engine (10) includes an air flowmeter (50), which
is arranged in an intake passage (12) and detects
an air amount (Ga), and a catalyst (22), which is ar-
ranged in the exhaust passage (20) and has an ox-
idizing function,
the addition valve (26) is arranged upstream of the
catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage (20),
the engine (10) also includes an air-fuel ratio sensor
(56), which is arranged downstream of the addition
valve (26) in the exhaust passage (20), an exhaust
temperature sensor (52), which is arranged down-
stream of the catalyst (22) in the exhaust passage
(20), and a fuel injection valve (18), which supplies
fuel into a combustion chamber (16), and
the anomaly diagnosing process being character-
ized by including
calculating an estimated air-fuel ration (Afe), which
is an estimated value of an air-fuel ratio (Af) based
on an intake air amount (Ga) detected by the air flow-
meter (50) and the sum of a fuel amount (Q) injected
by the fuel injection valve (18) and a fuel amount
(Ad) added by the addition valve (26), and
determining that there is a stuck-closed anomaly in
the addition valve (26) if a logical conjunction is true
of a condition that a detected value (Af) of the air-
fuel ratio sensor (56) is greater than the estimated
air fuel-ratio (Afe) by a margin greater than or equal
to a specified amount (ΔAf1) and a condition that a
detected value (Tex) of the exhaust temperature
sensor (52) in a period in which the addition valve
(26) adds fuel is smaller than a reference value
(Texe) in that period by a margin greater than or
equal to a predetermined amount (ΔTe).
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