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(54) ELECTRICAL COUPLING UNIT FOR COUPLING OF ELECTRICAL SWITCHGEARS

(57) The present invention relates to an electrical
coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) to connect external connecting
devices (103; 104) of two medium-voltage electrical
switchgears. The electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) com-
prises a flexible insulating sleeve (2) and a connector
(30) inserted within the sleeve (2). The connector (30) is

made of one conductive piece and comprises two con-
nector plugs (31; 32) joined by a central connector ring
(35). Radial compression of the hole (26) of the sleeve
(2) is avoided by stiffening means (41; 42) placed be-
tween the internal surface of the sleeve (2) and the con-
nector plugs (31; 32) of the connector (30).
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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] According to a first aspect, the present invention
relates to an electrical coupling unit, said electrical cou-
pling unit being for interconnecting two electrical switch-
gears. According to a second aspect, the present inven-
tion relates to a process for producing an electrical cou-
pling unit.

Background of the invention

[0002] Power stations generate high-voltage power
(typically up to 380.000 V). The high-voltage power is
dispatched to transformer stations where it is trans-
formed into medium-voltage power (typically between
3.000 and 36.000 V). The medium-voltage power is then
geographically distributed. When the medium-voltage
power enters residential areas or industrial facilities, it is
handled in a medium-voltage electrical system that trans-
forms it into low-voltage power (typically less than 1000
V). The medium-voltage electrical system may have se-
curity and measurement functions. The medium-voltage
electrical system comprises one or several electrical
switchgears, which may be identical. The electrical
switchgears typically contain a recipient with insulating
gas, for example SF6, dry air, nitrogen or another gas or
combination of gasses.
[0003] When a need occurs to extend a medium-volt-
age electrical system with an additional electrical switch-
gear, this additional electrical switchgear has to be elec-
trically connected through its external connecting device
to an identical external connecting device of an already-
installed electrical switchgear. Each external connecting
device typically comprises one or three electrical bush-
ings into a plate of the electrical switchgear.
[0004] It happens that the floor of the room wherein
the electrical switchgears are installed is not horizontal.
The electrical coupling units between two electrical
switchgears have therefore to compensate for this differ-
ence of level.
[0005] Document EP1339145B1 discloses an electri-
cal coupling unit for connecting the switchgear plugs of
two external connecting devices able to accommodate a
moderate difference of levels between the switchgear
plugs. This known electrical coupling unit comprises a
sleeve and a connector. The connector comprises a con-
ductive ring and conductive parts mounted in radial pas-
sages of the conductive ring. The conductive ring is snug-
ly fitted on the inside of the sleeve. The conductive ring
comprises radial passages, each of which housing one
of the conductive parts. The conductive parts are provid-
ed with a central recess that determines a loose-fitting
housing for each conductive part in the corresponding
passage of the conductive ring.
[0006] The mounting of the central recesses of the con-
ductive parts in the passages of the conductive ring is

such that the conductive parts can swivel with respect to
the conductive ring in order to accommodate for differ-
ences of levels between electrical switchgear plugs.
[0007] This known electrical coupling unit has several
problems. First, the central recesses of the conductive
parts create a bottleneck for the conduction between the
two switchgear plugs and thus a location of high resist-
ance. This high resistance creates a potential voltage
drop and increases the temperature inside the electrical
coupling unit by Joule heating.
[0008] Second, the connector being made of parts
loosely assembled together, it might be difficult to fit it
snuggly into the sleeve, as required according to the as-
sembly of this known electrical coupling unit.

Summary of the invention

[0009] According to a first aspect, an object of the in-
vention is to provide an electrical coupling unit for two
electrical switchgears of low resistance, able to accom-
modate for a difference of level between the two electrical
switchgears and easy to assemble.
[0010] According to this first aspect, the invention pro-
vides an electrical coupling unit for interconnecting a first
electrical switchgear having a first switchgear plug and
a second electrical switchgear having a second switch-
gear plug and comprising:

• a connector comprising:

+ a first connector plug for engaging with the first
switchgear plug;
+ a second connector plug for engaging with the
second switchgear plug;
+ a connector ring located between said first and
second connector plugs;

• a tubular first stiffening means surrounding at least
part of the first connector plug,

• a tubular second stiffening means surrounding at
least part of the second connector plug,

• a flexible insulating sleeve having a through sleeve
hole surrounding the first stiffening means, the con-
nector and the second stiffening means,

characterized in that

• the first connector plug, the second connector plug
and the connector ring are parts of a single piece of
electrically conductive material;

• the dimensions of the first connector plug and the
first stiffening means are such that a first gap exists
between the first connector plug and the first stiffen-
ing means, and

• the dimensions of the second connector plug and
the second stiffening means are such that a second
gap exists between the second connector plug and
the second stiffening means.
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[0011] In the invention, the connector is made of a sin-
gle piece of electrically conductive material. The connec-
tor plugs and the connector ring are produced together
as a unique element. The connector plugs and the con-
nector ring are therefore permanently secured together.
The single-piece connector may also be called "mono-
piece connector" or "one-piece connector".
[0012] Since the connector plugs and the connector
ring are comprised in a single piece of material, there is
no need of a recess that would create a zone of high
resistance inside the connector. Moreover, since the con-
nector plugs are made of electrically conductive material,
their resistivity is low.
[0013] The connector plugs have some freedom of mo-
tion to swivel or tilt within the gaps that are present be-
tween the connector plugs and the stiffening means. If
the first connector plug goes up, the second connector
plug goes down for example. The connector ring being
made in one piece with the connector plugs, it follows
the motion of the connector plugs, for example by slightly
compressing the interior surface of the flexible sleeve.
The connector can makes thus an angle with the stiffen-
ing means to accommodate for a difference of level be-
tween the two electrical switchgears. In an embodiment
of the invention, the angle that appears between the con-
nector and each of the stiffening means can be for ex-
ample up to 5°. The sleeve may also bend to accommo-
date for a difference of level between the two electrical
switchgears, especially in the part of the sleeve surround-
ing the connector ring.
[0014] The connector plugs are preferably female
plugs in which the switchgear plugs can be inserted. In
that case, the switchgear plugs are male plugs and each
connector female plug receives a switchgear male plug.
[0015] It is also possible that the connector plugs are
male plugs that can be inserted into the switchgear plugs.
In that case, the switchgear plugs are female plugs and
each connector male plug is received in a switchgear
female plug.
[0016] The first and the second stiffening means are
preferably identical. The second connector plug is oppo-
site to the first connector plug. The connector ring is pref-
erably a hollow cylinder. The connector ring preferably
joins directly the first and the second connector plugs.
[0017] The sleeve hole has preferably a circular sec-
tion. The sleeve preferably has the shape of two identical
truncated cones, joined on their wide diameter by a cen-
tral portion of lower diameter than the wide diameter of
the truncated cones. In other words, the wall of the sleeve
is thinner in its central portion. This central portion of the
sleeve preferably surrounds the connector ring. The thin
wall of this central portion makes easier a bending of the
sleeve there and decreases the mechanical resistance
of the sleeve wall to adapt its shape to the tilting of the
connector ring inside it.
[0018] The sleeve preferably comprises an elastomer,
more preferably comprises silicone or ethylene propyl-
ene diene monomer (EPDM) rubber. The sleeve is pref-

erably made of an elastomer, more preferably is made
of silicone or ethylene propylene diene monomer (EPDM)
rubber.
[0019] The sleeve comprises a flexible material. The
sleeve is thus able to withstand deformation, for example
during the connection of the electrical switchgears. This
ability to withstand deformation is useful for adapting to
the difference of levels between the electrical bushings
of the external connecting devices, for adapting to the
shape of the electrical bushing and for providing good
mechanical insulation when pressed. The material of the
sleeve has preferably a Young’s modulus between 1 and
1000 MPa, more preferably between 10 and 100 MPa.
[0020] The connector is preferably metallic. The con-
nector comprises preferably copper. The connector is
preferably made of copper or of a copper alloy.
[0021] Preferably, the connector ring is not in the stiff-
ening means in order to be able to bend with respect to
them. For example, an external dimension of the con-
nector ring, like its external diameter, can be higher than
the internal diameter of the stiffening means in such a
way that the connector ring cannot slip inside the stiffen-
ing means.
[0022] The external diameter of the connector ring may
be equal to the internal diameter of the sleeve hole to be
snuggly fitted inside the sleeve hole. The external diam-
eter of the connector ring may be less than the internal
diameter of the sleeve hole to be able to bend further
inside the sleeve hole. In this last case, the connector
ring can be held inside the sleeve by the stiffening means.
[0023] The external diameter of the connector ring is
preferably higher than the external diameters of the con-
nector plugs.
[0024] The radial extension of the first and the second
gaps is preferably between 5.0 and 10.0 % of the internal
diameter of the stiffening means, more preferably be-
tween 8.0 and 9.0% of the internal diameter of the stiff-
ening means. The inventors have found that this range
for the first and second gaps makes possible a match
with the dimensions of most electrical bushings and pro-
vides enough freedom of tilting for the connector to ac-
commodate most of the differences of levels actually en-
countered on the field.
[0025] The electrical coupling unit can a temporary
electrical coupling between two electrical switchgears
since it is easily removable from the electrical switch-
gears. The electrical coupling unit can also provide a per-
manent electrical coupling between two electrical switch-
gears.
[0026] A third electrical switchgear can be electrically
connected to the first or the second electrical switchgear
by a second electrical coupling unit according to the in-
vention. It is therefore possible to electrically couple
many electrical switchgears by electrical coupling units
according to the invention.
[0027] In an embodiment of the invention, the electrical
coupling unit is such that:
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• the first connector plug has a first end for engaging
with the first switchgear plug and comprises tongues
separated by slits that are opened at said first end;
and

• the second connector plug has a first end for engag-
ing with the second switchgear plug and comprises
tongues separated by slits that are opened at said
first end.

[0028] The presence of the slits makes easier for the
connector plugs to engage with the switchgear plugs
since the tongues can slightly move away from each oth-
er.
[0029] Preferably, the tongues form a hollow cylinder
and each tongue extends more circularly than radially.
[0030] The tongues are preferably arcuate. The slits
are radial openings through the hollow cylinder formed
by the tongues. The higher circular than radial extension
of the tongues provides a high conductance to the con-
nector and reduces the diameter of the connector plugs,
which makes possible a high radial extension of the first
and second gaps. It makes also the tongues slightly flex-
ible in the radial direction, in order to accommodate the
switchgear plugs under some angle.
[0031] In an embodiment of the invention, at least
some tongues have an internal protrusion at the first end
of the connector plug.
[0032] The internal protrusion improves the connection
between the switchgear plugs and the connector plugs,
especially when there is an angle between the connector
plugs and the switchgear plugs because of the difference
of levels between the switchgear plugs.
[0033] More preferably, all tongues have an internal
protrusion at the first end of the connector plug.
[0034] In an embodiment of the invention, the internal
protrusions of the tongues have a semi-circular cross-
section.
[0035] This semi-circular shape improves the electrical
contact between the switchgear plug and the connector,
especially when the switchgear plugs are not aligned with
each other and form therefore an angle with the connec-
tor. The radius of these semi-circular protrusions can for
example be around 2.5 mm.
[0036] In an embodiment of the invention, the internal
protrusions of the tongues form an annular protrusion.
[0037] This annular protrusion reduces the internal di-
ameter of the connector plugs at their first end.
[0038] Advantageously, each connector plug has a
second end connected to the connector ring and com-
prises a non-split ring at said second end.
[0039] In other words, the slits between the tongues
preferably do not extend up to the connector ring: a full
non-split ring, in the direct prolongation of the tongues,
makes the connection between the tongues and the con-
nector ring.
[0040] In an embodiment of the invention, each con-
nector plug comprises a recess for receiving a clamping
means.

[0041] The recess can receive a clamping means that
helps to maintain the tongues close to each other, even
when a switchgear plug is inserted in the connector plug.
The recess is preferably closer to the first end of the con-
nector plug than to the second end of said connector plug.
[0042] The electrical coupling unit comprises, in an em-
bodiment of the invention, a first clamping ring placed
around the first connector plug and inside the first stiff-
ening means, and a second clamping ring placed around
the second connector plug and inside the second stiff-
ening means.
[0043] The clamping rings prevent that the tongues
moves away from each other once the switchgear plugs
are inserted in the middle of them to obtain a minimal
electrical contact pressure.
[0044] Preferably, the first and the second clamping
rings are springs.
[0045] Using springs for the clamping rings gives some
flexibility, especially for shearing, and avoids spreading
of the tongues. The clamping rings are more preferably
metallic springs, even more preferably made of nonmag-
netic stainless steel.
[0046] Preferably, the first and the second stiffening
means are springs, preferably metallic springs. More
preferably, the first and the second stiffening means are
made of nonmagnetic stainless steel.
[0047] Springs are advantageous because they resist
well to compression perpendicular to their axis and their
loops can move with respect to each other in a direction
perpendicular to the spring axis. Therefore, the springs
prevent deformation substantially modifying the section
of the sleeve hole, like compression in one radial direction
and stretching in the perpendicular radial direction, but
shearing or flexion of the portions of the sleeve wherein
the stiffening means are received is still possible. It thus
provides a high flexibility to the electrical coupling unit to
adapt to difference of levels between the switchgear
plugs, i.e., it provides a high tolerance between the first
and the second switchgear plugs, but also a high resist-
ance to squashing. In other words, the springs provide a
radial stiffening and give to the electrical coupling unit
some flexibility in a direction perpendicular to the sym-
metry axis of the sleeve.
[0048] Using springs as stiffening means makes pos-
sible, because of a small displacement of the loops of
the springs, for the stiffening means to adapt their shape
to the tilting of the connector ring.
[0049] Preferably, the electrical coupling unit compris-
es a grounding ring surrounding the sleeve.
[0050] This grounding ring makes possible to ground
the external surface of the sleeve to discharge a floating
electric field.
[0051] More preferably, the grounding ring is a spring
with a spring axis forming a circle around the sleeve.
Using such a spring as grounding ring provides an es-
pecially good electrical contact.
[0052] Even more preferably, the grounding ring is
made of magnetic or nonmagnetic stainless steel.

5 6 



EP 3 343 711 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0053] In an embodiment, the invention also provides
an interconnection kit of parts comprising:

• an electrical coupling unit according to the invention,
and

• a cap for closing an electrical bushing of an external
connecting device of an electrical switchgear and
comprising:

- a flexible insulating part configured to be at least
partially received in said electrical bushing and
comprising a non-through hole, and

- a conductive cap stiffening means located inside
the non-through hole and comprising a tubular
part for engaging with a switchgear plug of the
electrical bushing.

[0054] Preferably, the tubular part comprises a spring.
More preferably, the tubular part is a spring.
[0055] Bending of the cap might be required if the
mounting is not done in a proper way. Using a spring
makes possible to deform the cap stiffening means in
direction perpendicular to the cap axis.
[0056] In an embodiment of the invention, the cap stiff-
ening means comprises an extension:

• electrically and mechanically coupled to the tubular
part,

• located at least partially inside a geometrical contour
defined by an infinitely long cylinder extending the
tubular part, and

• arranged to electrically contact said switchgear plug
when said switchgear plug is inserted into the cap
stiffening means.

[0057] An electrical contact between the switchgear
plug and the cap stiffening means is achieved by a con-
tacting part formed by an extension of the cap stiffening
means itself. The fixing of this contacting part to the in-
sulating part is especially easy because it is fixed together
with the tubular part. This makes the assembly of the cap
especially easy and reliable.
[0058] The extension and the tubular part are parts of
the same conductive piece, i.e., the cap stiffening means.
This configuration provides a reliable and low-resistance
electrical contact between the extension and the tubular
part of the cap stiffening means. It provides also a reliable
and low-resistance electrical contact between the switch-
gear plug and the tubular part of the cap stiffening means.
It therefore insures that the tubular part and the switch-
gear plug are at the same electrical potential. The tubular
part can thus form an efficient guide for the electric field,
which properly distributes the electric field to reduce the
risk of partial discharges. The cap stiffening means is
preferably metallic.
[0059] The cap can also be called a "dummy plug".
[0060] Preferably, the extension is fixed to the tubular
part. More preferably, the tubular part and the extension

are parts of a single piece of electrically conductive ma-
terial.
[0061] The infinitely long cylinder is preferably, but not
necessarily, a right circular cylinder. The infinitely long
cylinder can be seen as circumscribing the tubular part.
[0062] The extension can be called an "internal exten-
sion" since it extends internally with respect to the infi-
nitely long cylinder.
[0063] The tubular part has preferably a cylindrical
shape symmetric with respect to a cap axis.
[0064] The flexible insulating part provides a good di-
electric strength, especially when compressed in an elec-
trical bushing. In other words, the flexible insulating part
provides an especially high value for the maximum elec-
tric field that the cap can withstand.
[0065] Preferably, the extension is elastically flexible.
[0066] This makes possible to accommodate for the
position of the switchgear plug and improves the electri-
cal contact since the switchgear plug can be pressed
against the extension. Considering that the direction of
insertion of the switchgear plug is globally parallel to the
cap axis, the extension is preferably elastically flexible
at least in a direction parallel to the direction of insertion
of the switchgear plug.
[0067] In an embodiment of the invention, the tubular
part and the extension are made of the same conductive
wire.
[0068] Preferably, the conductive wire comprises a first
part which is coiled to form the spring of the tubular part
and a second part which forms the extension. This makes
the cap stiffening means especially solid.
[0069] According to a second aspect, the invention pro-
vides a process for producing an electrical coupling unit
and comprising the steps of:

• providing a tubular first stiffening means,
• providing a tubular second stiffening means,
• providing a flexible insulating sleeve having a

through sleeve hole,
• providing a piece of metal,
• machining said piece of metal to give it a shape com-

prising:

+ a first connector plug comprising tongues sep-
arated by slits,
+ a second connector plug comprising tongues
separated by slits, and
+ a connector ring joining together the first and
the second connector plugs,

to create a connector,
• inserting the connector inside the sleeve hole,
• inserting the first stiffening means inside the sleeve

hole at a first side of the connector, and
• inserting the second stiffening means inside the

sleeve hole at a second side of the connector that is
substantially opposite to the first side of the connec-
tor.
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[0070] Since the connector is a single-piece, its pro-
duction does not require any assembly step. Its machin-
ing involves only material-removal. The assembly of the
electrical coupling unit is thus especially easy.

Brief description of the figures

[0071] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, reference will now be made, by way of example, to
the accompanying drawings in which:

- Figure 1 illustrates a first and a second electrical
switchgears to be electrically connected through
three electrical coupling units according to an em-
bodiment of the invention,

- Figure 2 illustrates an exploded view of three elec-
trical coupling units in an embodiment of the inven-
tion,

- Figure 3 illustrates a connector to be used in an elec-
trical coupling unit in an embodiment of the invention,

- Figure 4 illustrates a sectional view of a connector
to be used in an electrical coupling unit in an embod-
iment of the invention,

- Figure 5 illustrates a cross section of a sleeve to be
used in an electrical coupling unit in an embodiment
of the invention,

- Figure 6 is a cross sectional view of an electrical
coupling unit according to an embodiment of the in-
vention,

- Figure 7 a is a cross sectional view of a sleeve, a
first and a second stiffening means according to an
embodiment of the invention, when no force is ap-
plied to them,

- Figure 7b is a cross sectional view of a sleeve, a first
and a second stiffening means according to an em-
bodiment of the invention that are deformed by a
force applied to them,

- Figure 8 illustrates an exploded view of three caps
in a first embodiment of the cap according to the
invention,

- Figure 9 illustrates a cross sectional view of a cap in
the first embodiment of the cap according to the in-
vention,

- Figure 10 illustrates a cap stiffening means in the
first embodiment of the cap according to the inven-
tion,

- Figure 11 illustrates a cross sectional view of a cap
in a second embodiment of the cap according to the
invention, and

- Figure 12 illustrates a cap stiffening means in the
second embodiment of the cap according to the in-
vention.

Description of the invention

[0072] The present invention will be described with re-
spect to particular embodiments and with reference to
certain drawings but the invention is not limited thereto.

The drawings described are only schematic and are non-
limiting. In the drawings, the size of some of the elements
may be exaggerated and not drawn on scale for illustra-
tive purposes.
[0073] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and
the like in the description and in the claims, are used for
distinguishing between similar elements and not neces-
sarily for describing a sequential or chronological order.
The terms are interchangeable under appropriate cir-
cumstances and the embodiments of the invention can
operate in other sequences than described or illustrated
herein.
[0074] Furthermore, the various embodiments, al-
though referred to as "preferred" are to be construed as
exemplary manners in which the invention may be im-
plemented rather than as limiting the scope of the inven-
tion.
[0075] The term "comprising", used in the claims,
should not be interpreted as being restricted to the ele-
ments or steps listed thereafter; it does not exclude other
elements or steps. It needs to be interpreted as specifying
the presence of the stated features, integers, steps or
components as referred to, but does not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, inte-
gers, steps or components, or groups thereof. Thus, the
scope of the expression "a device comprising A and B"
should not be limited to devices consisting only of com-
ponents A and B, rather with respect to the present in-
vention, the only enumerated components of the device
are A and B, and further the claim should be interpreted
as including equivalents of those components.
[0076] On the figures, identical or analogous elements
may be referred by a same number.
[0077] Figure 1 illustrates a first electrical switchgear
101, already installed in a room, and a second electrical
switchgear 102, which has to be installed in said room.
In this illustration, each electrical switchgear 101, 102
comprises an external connecting device with three elec-
trical bushings, which is typical for three-phase external
connecting devices. Both electrical switchgears 101, 102
will be electrically connected through three electrical cou-
pling units 1 a, 1 b, 1 c according to the invention. The
three electrical coupling units 1 a, 1 b, 1 c are preferably
identical.
[0078] If each electrical switchgear comprises an ex-
ternal connecting device with only one electrical bushing
(which is typical for single-phase external connecting de-
vices), only one electrical coupling unit is used to connect
the two electrical switchgears.
[0079] Figure 2 illustrates an exploded view of the three
electrical coupling units 1 a, 1 b, 1 c in an embodiment
of the invention. The three electrical coupling units 1a,
1b, 1c are preferably designed to connect a first external
connecting device 103, which is part of the first electrical
switchgear 101, and a second external connecting device
104, which is part of the second electrical switchgear
102. In the illustrated example, each external connecting
device 103, 104 comprises three electrical bushings 110,

9 10 
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120. Each electrical bushing 110, 120 comprises a hole
111 and a switchgear plug. Only a second switchgear
plug 22 is illustrated on Figure 2.
[0080] The electrical bushings 110, 120 may have the
shape of a truncated cone as illustrated on Figure 2. The
electrical bushings 110, 120 may be inner electrical bush-
ings or outer electrical bushings with respect to the elec-
trical switchgears.
[0081] Each electrical coupling unit 1 preferably com-
prises a connector 30 that will be further described refer-
ring to Figures 3 and 4 and a flexible insulating sleeve 2
that will be further described referring to Figure 5. The
assembled electrical coupling unit 1 is illustrated at Fig-
ure 6.
[0082] Each electrical coupling unit 1 preferably also
comprises a tubular first stiffening means 41 and a tubular
second stiffening means 42. Each electrical coupling unit
1 preferably also comprises a first clamping ring 51 and
a second clamping ring 52.
[0083] Figure 3 illustrates a connector 30 to be used
in an electrical coupling unit 1 in an embodiment of the
invention. Figure 4 illustrates a sectional view of a con-
nector 30 to be used in an electrical coupling unit 1 in an
embodiment of the invention.
[0084] The connector 30 comprises, in this order, a
first connector plug 31, a connector ring 35 and a second
connector plug 32. The connector 30 is preferably hollow,
having a through hole that extends from a first end 318
of the first connector plug 31, through the connector ring
35, to a first end 328 of the second connector plug 32.
The connector 30 has preferably a symmetry plan 301.
The first 31 and second 32 connector plugs are preferably
identical and opposite to each other with respect to the
symmetry plan 301 of the connector 30.
[0085] In an embodiment of the invention, the connec-
tor 30 has essentially a cylindrical symmetry around a
symmetry axis 302.
[0086] The first 31 and second 32 connector plugs
have preferably each a global shape of a hollow cylinder
essentially symmetric around the symmetry axis 302.
[0087] The connector ring 35 preferably comprises a
cylinder with an external diameter 352 and which has
both ends partially closed by a first and a second radial
partial walls 39a, 39b.
[0088] The first connector plug 31 extends preferably
perpendicularly from the first radial partial wall 39a, which
corresponds to its second end 319. The second connec-
tor plug 32 extends preferably perpendicularly from the
second radial partial wall 39b, which corresponds to its
second end 329.
[0089] Preferably, the first connector plug 31 has an
external diameter 312 lower than the external diameter
352 of the connector ring 35. Preferably, the second con-
nector plug 32 has an external diameter 322 lower than
the external diameter 352 of the connector ring 35.
[0090] Preferably, each connector plug 31, 32 com-
prises a non-split ring 38a, 38b, which is a ring without
any radial opening. Preferably, each connector plug 31,

32 comprises tongues 33 separated by longitudinal slits
34. The tongues 33 join the non-split ring 38a, 38b at one
end and the slits 34 are opened at the other end, which
corresponds to the first end 318, 328 of the connector
plugs 31, 32, wherein the switchgear plugs 21, 22 can
be inserted.
[0091] The tongues 33 preferably have the shape of a
piece of cylinder with a circular extension 331 that is high-
er than a radial extension 332. In other words, each
tongue 33 extends more circularly than radially. The cir-
cular extension 331 of a tongue 33 can be calculated as
the angle of the tongue 33 with respect to the axis 302,
expressed in radians, multiplied by the distance between
the axis 302 and the tongue 33.
[0092] In an embodiment of the invention, the tongues
33 have an internal protrusion 37 at the first end 318, 328
of their connector plug 31, 32, in such a way that they
form an annular protrusion. The internal protrusions 37
may have the shape of a semi-circle in cross-section.
Due to the internal protrusion 37, each connector plug
31, 32 of the connector 30 forms a tulip contact and the
connector 30 can be called a double tulip contact.
[0093] In an embodiment of the invention, each con-
nector plug 31, 32 comprises a recess 36 closer to its
first end 318, 328 than to its second end 319, 329. The
recess 36 is formed in the external surface of the con-
nector plug 31, 32.
[0094] Figure 4 also illustrates the switchgear plugs
21, 22 inserted in the connector plugs 31, 32 in a situation
where the connector 35 is tilted with respect to the switch-
gear plugs 21, 22 because of a misalignment between
the switchgear plugs 21, 22.
[0095] The connector 30 is preferably made by ma-
chining a piece of metal.
[0096] Figure 5 illustrates a cross section of a sleeve
2 to be used in an electrical coupling unit in an embodi-
ment of the invention. The sleeve 2 has a through hole
26 that has preferably a cylindrical surface symmetrical
with respect to a sleeve axis 202 when no force applies
to the sleeve 2.
[0097] The sleeve 2 preferably comprises a circular
groove 29 in its external wall to maintain a grounding ring
28 (visible at Figure 6). The sleeve 2 has preferably a
symmetry plan 201. The sleeve 2 has a first end portion
23 that receives the first stiffening means 41, a second
end portion 25 that receives the second stiffening means
42 and a central portion 24 that receives the connector
ring 35.
[0098] In an embodiment of the invention, the internal
diameter of the sleeve is constant along the stiffening
means. In another embodiment of the invention, the in-
ternal diameter of the sleeve varies along the sleeve.
[0099] Figure 6 is a cross sectional view of an electrical
coupling unit 1 according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion wherein the electrical coupling unit 1 appears as in-
serted between a first electrical bushing 110 comprising
a first switchgear plug 21 and a second electrical bushing
120 comprising a second switchgear plug 22.
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[0100] When the two switchgear plugs 21, 22 are
aligned as presented at Figure 6, the sleeve 201 and the
connector 301 symmetry plans are preferably at the
same position, and the sleeve 202 and the connector 302
symmetry axes are preferably at the same position.
[0101] If the two switchgear plugs 21, 22 are not
aligned, the sleeve 2 may be bent. In an embodiment of
the invention, especially the central portion 24 bends with
respect to the two end portions 23, 25 of the sleeve.
[0102] The first 41 and the second 42 stiffening means
are preferably springs with spring axes aligned to the axis
202 of the sleeve 2.
[0103] Preferably, the sleeve 2 internal diameter and
the first, respectively second, stiffening means 41, 42
external diameter are such that the first 41, respectively
second 42, stiffening means is mechanically blocked into
the sleeve hole 26, for example because the first 41, re-
spectively second 42, stiffening means external diameter
is equal to or just lower than the internal diameter of the
sleeve 2. These dimensions are chosen in such a way
that the first 41 and the second 42 stiffening means can
be manually inserted into the sleeve hole 26.
[0104] The sleeve 2 is preferably deformable in any
direction perpendicular to its axis 202 and the stiffening
means 41, 42 are able to reinforce the first 23 and the
second 25 end portions of the sleeve 2. Especially in an
embodiment of the invention wherein the stiffening
means 41, 42 are springs, preferably metallic springs,
some deformations of the sleeve 2 are still possible even
when the stiffening means 41, 42 are inserted within the
sleeve hole 26.
[0105] Preferably, the sleeve 2 internal diameter and
the connector ring 35 external diameter are such that the
connector ring 35 is mechanically blocked into the sleeve
hole 26, for example because the connector ring 35 ex-
ternal diameter is equal or just lower than the internal
diameter of the sleeve 2.
[0106] Moreover, the connector ring 35 external diam-
eter is preferably higher than the first 41 and second 42
stiffening means internal diameters to be blocked be-
tween them.
[0107] The first connector plug 31 is inside the first stiff-
ening means 41, with a gap 61 between the external sur-
face of the first connector plug 31 and the internal surface
of the first stiffening means 41. For example, the external
diameter 312 of the first connector plug 31 can be lower
than the internal diameter of the first stiffening means 41.
The second connector plug 32 is inside the second stiff-
ening means 42, with a gap 62 between the external sur-
face of the second connector plug 32 and the internal
surface of the second stiffening means 42. For example,
the external diameter 322 of the second connector plug
32 can be lower than the internal diameter of the second
stiffening means 42.
[0108] The difference between the first 31, respectively
second 32, connector plug external diameter and the first
41, respectively second 42, stiffening means internal di-
ameter can be between 1 and 5 mm, preferably around

3 mm.
[0109] In an embodiment of the invention, a grounding
ring 28 is received in the groove 29 of the sleeve 2 in
order to surround the sleeve 2, approximately in the sym-
metry plan 201. The grounding ring 28 is preferably a
spring with a circular axis forming a circle around the
sleeve 2. The grounding ring 28 may also be a wire. The
grounding ring 28 is arranged to be electrically connected
to ground. The grounding ring 28 is preferably made of
nonmagnetic stainless steel.
[0110] In an embodiment of the invention, a first clamp-
ing ring 51 is placed in the recess 36 of the first connector
plug 31 and a second clamping ring 52 is placed in the
recess 36 of the second connector plug 32. The clamping
rings 51, 52 are preferably identical metallic springs.
[0111] In an embodiment of the invention, the radial
extension of the first and the second gaps is between 1.0
and 7.0 mm, preferably between 1.5 and 5.0 mm, even
more preferably between 2.0 and 3.0 mm.
[0112] In an embodiment of the invention, the external
diameter 352 of the connector ring 35 is 32 mm; the ex-
ternal diameters 312, 322 of the connector plugs 31, 32
are 24 mm; the internal diameter of the sleeve 2 (which
is the diameter of the sleeve hole 26) is 32 mm; the ex-
ternal diameter of the stiffening means is 32 mm and the
internal diameter of the stiffening means is 28.8 mm. The
radial extension of the first 61 and the second 62 gaps
is therefore about 2.4 mm.
[0113] Figure 7 illustrates a sleeve 2, a first 41 and a
second 42 stiffening means according to an embodiment
of the invention. They are illustrated in Figure 7a without
any force applied to them. They are illustrated in Figure
7b deformed in case a force as shown by arrows 500
applied to them. Preferred use of springs for the first 41
and a second 42 stiffening means makes them deform-
able in a direction perpendicular to the sleeve axis 202.
Figure 7b illustrates that the springs provide a radial stiff-
ening and a flexibility in a direction perpendicular to the
symmetry axis of the sleeve 2 to the electrical coupling
unit 1. The sleeve axis 202 is actually deformed by the
force indicated by the arrows 500.
[0114] Figures 8 to 12 illustrate two embodiments of a
cap 7, 170 according to the invention. The cap 7, 170
can be used to close one of the electrical bushings 110,
120 of the external connecting device 103, 104 when no
electrical coupling unit 1 is plugged into this electrical
bushing 110, 120.
[0115] The cap 7, 170 has preferably a general axis,
called the cap axis 701 (visible Figures 9 and 11). Some
elements of the cap 7, 170 have a cylindrical symmetry
with respect to the cap axis 701, some may not have it.
The switchgear plug 22 is preferably inserted along the
cap axis 701, but it might be tilted or shifted with respect
to the cap axis 701, for example because of imperfections
in the external connecting device 104.
[0116] The cap 7, 170 comprises a flexible insulating
part 71 that is partially received in the electrical bushing
120. The insulating part 71 comprises a non-through hole
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73. The non-through hole is opened in the direction of
the switchgear plug 22 and close is the opposite direction.
[0117] The insulating part 71 preferably comprises an
elastomer, more preferably comprises silicone or ethyl-
ene propylene diene monomer (EPDM) rubber. The ma-
terial of the sleeve has preferably a Young’s modulus
between 1 and 1000 MPa, more preferably between 10
and 100 MPa. Because of its flexibility, the insulating part
71 is able to withstand deformation. It is especially useful
during the positioning of the cap 7, 170 in the electrical
bushing. In Figures 9 and 11, the line 702 represents the
shape of the insulating part 71 when it is outside of the
electrical bushing, and the line 703 represents the shape
of the insulating part 71 when it is positioned in the elec-
trical bushing. The insulating part 71 is compressed when
inserted in the electrical bushing, which improves its abil-
ity to prevent leakages.
[0118] The cap 7, 170 also comprises a conductive
cap stiffening means 72, 172 inserted in the non-through
hole 73. The cap stiffening means 72, 172 preferably
comprises a tubular part 75, 175 and an extension 74,
174a, 174b. The tubular part 75 is preferably a spring.
The extension 74, 174b contacts the first switchgear plug
21 or the second switchgear plug 22, depending on which
external connecting device it is plugged on. It is possible,
within the frame of the invention, that the extension 74
contacts any part of the switchgear plug 21, 22.
[0119] The extension 74, 174a, 174b is located at least
partially inside a geometrical contour defined by an infi-
nitely long cylinder extending the tubular part 75. This
infinitely long cylinder comprises the tubular part 75 and
a virtual prolongation of the tubular part 75.
[0120] The extension 74, 174a, 174b is preferably
formed by the same conductive wire as the spring of the
tubular part 75, 175. In an embodiment of the invention,
the conductive wire has a diameter between 1 and 2 mm,
preferably has a diameter of 1.6 mm.
[0121] Preferably, the insulating part 71 internal diam-
eter and the tubular part 75, 175 external diameter are
such that the cap stiffening means 72, 172 is mechani-
cally blocked into the non-through hole 73, for example
because the tubular part 75, 175 external diameter is
equal to or just lower than the internal diameter of the
insulating part 71. These dimensions are chosen in such
a way that the cap stiffening means 72, 172 can be man-
ually inserted into the non-through hole 73.
[0122] In an embodiment of the invention, the internal
diameter of the insulating part 71 (which is the diameter
of the non-through hole 73) is 32 mm; the external diam-
eter of the tubular part 75, 175 is 32 mm and the internal
diameter of the tubular part 75, 175 is 28.8 mm.
[0123] In an embodiment of the invention, the cap stiff-
ening means 72, 172 is metallic. In an embodiment of
the invention, the cap stiffening means 72, 172 comprises
nonmagnetic stainless steel, preferably is made of non-
magnetic stainless steel. In an embodiment of the inven-
tion, the conductive wire included in the tubular part 75,
175 and the extension 74, 174a, 174b is made of non-

magnetic stainless steel.
[0124] As visible on Figure 9, the switchgear plug 22
may comprise a wide part 122 attached to the switchgear
and a narrow part 121 attached to the wide part 122. The
narrow part 121 ends with a tip 123. Since the narrow
part 121 is narrower than the wide part 122, the wide part
122 comprises an external transversal surface 124 de-
signed to be essentially perpendicular to the axis 701.
[0125] Figures 8 to 10 illustrate the cap 170 in an first
embodiment of the cap according to the invention. In the
first embodiment of the cap 170, the cap stiffening means
172 comprises a first and a second extensions 174a,
174b. The first extension 174a is located at a first end of
the tubular part 175 and the second extension 174b is
located at a second end of the tubular part 175, which is
opposite to the first end. The first 174a and the second
174b extensions are preferably symmetrical, in such a
way that the cap stiffening means 172 can be inserted in
both ways into the non-through hole 73. Preferably, the
extensions 174a, 174b extend in a curved form from the
tubular part 175. For example, each of the extensions
174a, 174b can form a spiral which starts at the tubular
part 75 and then converges with respect to the infinitely
long cylinder extending the tubular part 75.
[0126] The dimensions of the tubular part 175 and the
extensions 174a, 174b are preferably chosen in such a
way that one of the extensions 174a, 174b contacts the
traversal surface 124 of the switchgear plug 22. For ex-
ample, the length of the tubular part 175 taken in a direc-
tion parallel to the axis 701 can be around 24 mm, the
diameter of the tubular part 175 can be 32.3 mm and the
extensions 174a, 174b can extend up to a distance to
the axis 701 of 7.7 mm.
[0127] Figures 11 and 12 illustrate the cap 7 in an sec-
ond embodiment of the cap according to the invention.
In the second embodiment of the cap 7, the cap stiffening
means 72 comprises a single extension 74 which is lo-
cated at a first end of the tubular part 75. This first end
of the tubular part 75 is preferably the most inner end of
the tubular part 75 inside the non-through hole 73, as
visible on Figure 11. The extension 74 preferably extends
to the middle of the cylinder extending the tubular part
75, in order to contact the tip 123 of the switchgear plug
22. The extension 74 preferably comprises a first part 76
which extends radially from the tubular part 75 towards
the inside of the infinitely long cylinder extending the tu-
bular part 75. The first part 76 of the extension goes to-
wards the inside of the infinitely long cylinder extending
the tubular part. The first part 76 is preferably substan-
tially radial with respect to this cylinder. The extension
74 also preferably comprises a second part 77 which
extends in a curved form from the first part 76. The second
part 77 may have the shape of a hook or the shape of a
U. It makes especially easy a bending of the extension
74 in the direction of the cap axis 701.
[0128] In other words, the invention relates to an elec-
trical coupling unit 1 to connect two external connecting
devices 103, 104 of two medium-voltage electrical
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switchgears. The electrical coupling unit 1 comprises a
flexible insulating sleeve 2 and a connector 30 inserted
within the sleeve 2. The connector 30 is made of one
conductive piece and comprises two connector plugs 31,
32 joined by a central connector ring 35. Radial compres-
sion of the hole 26 of the sleeve 2 is avoided by stiffening
means 41, 42 placed between the internal surface of the
sleeve 2 and the connector plugs 3, 32 of the connector
30.
[0129] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed above with respect to particular embodiments, it
will readily be appreciated that other embodiments are
also possible.

Claims

1. Electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) for interconnect-
ing a first electrical switchgear (101) having a first
switchgear plug (21) and an second electrical switch-
gear (102) having a second switchgear plug (22) and
comprising:

• a connector (30) comprising:

+ a first connector plug (31) for engaging with
the first switchgear plug (21);
+ a second connector plug (32) for engaging
with the second switchgear plug (22);
+ a connector ring (35) located between said
first (31) and second (32) connector plugs;

• a tubular first stiffening means (41) surrounding
at least part of the first connector plug (31),
• a tubular second stiffening means (42) sur-
rounding at least part of the second connector
plug (32),
• a flexible insulating sleeve (2) having a through
sleeve hole (26) surrounding the first stiffening
means (41), the connector (30) and the second
stiffening means (42),

characterized in that

• the first connector plug (31), the second con-
nector plug (32) and the connector ring (35) are
parts of a single piece of electrically conductive
material ;
• the dimensions of the first connector plug (31)
and the first stiffening means (41) are such that
a first gap (61) exists between the first connector
plug (31) and the first stiffening means (41), and
• the dimensions of the second connector plug
(32) and the second stiffening means (42) are
such that a second gap (62) exists between the
second connector plug (32) and the second stiff-
ening means (42).

2. Electrical coupling unit (1 a; 1 b; 1 c) according to
claim 1, characterized in that:

• the first connector plug (31) has a first end (318)
for engaging with the first switchgear plug (21)
and comprises tongues (33) separated by slits
(34) that are opened at said first end (318); and
• the second connector plug (32) has a first end
(328) for engaging with the second switchgear
plug (22) and comprises tongues (33) separated
by slits (34) that are opened at said first end
(328),

the tongues (33) of each connector plug (31 ;32)
preferably forming a hollow cylinder and each tongue
(33) preferably extending more circularly than radi-
ally.

3. Electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) according to claim
2, characterized in that at least some tongues (33),
preferably all tongues (33) have an internal protru-
sion (37) at the first end (318; 328) of the connector
plug (31; 32), the internal protrusions (37) of the
tongues (33) having preferably a semi-circular cross-
section.

4. Electrical coupling unit (1 a; 1 b; 1 c) according to
claim 3, characterized in that the internal protru-
sions (37) of the tongues (33) form an annular pro-
trusion.

5. Electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) according to any
of the preceding claims, characterized in that each
connector plug (31; 32) has a second end (319; 329)
connected to the connector ring (35) and comprises
a non-split ring (38a; 38b) at said second end (319;
329).

6. Electrical coupling unit (1 a; 1 b; 1 c) according to
any of the preceding claims, characterized in that
the first (41) and the second (42) stiffening means
are springs, preferably metallic springs.

7. Electrical coupling unit (1 a; 1 b; 1 c) according to
any of the preceding claims, characterized in that
each connector plug (31; 32) comprises a recess
(36) for receiving a clamping means.

8. Electrical coupling unit (1 a; 1 b; 1 c) according to
any of the preceding claims further comprising a first
clamping ring (51) placed around the first connector
plug (31) and inside the first stiffening means (41),
and a second clamping ring (52) placed around the
second connector plug (32) and inside the second
stiffening means (42), the first (51) and the second
(52) clamping rings being preferably springs.

9. Electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) according to any
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of the preceding claims further comprising a ground-
ing ring (28) surrounding the sleeve (2), the ground-
ing ring (28) being preferably a spring with a spring
axis forming a circle around the sleeve (2).

10. Interconnection kit of parts comprising:

• an electrical coupling unit (1a; 1b; 1c) accord-
ing to any of the preceding claims, and
• a cap (7; 170) for closing an electrical bushing
(110; 120) of an external connecting device
(103; 104) of an electrical switchgear (101;102)
and comprising:

- a flexible insulating part (71) configured to
be at least partially received in said electri-
cal bushing and comprising a non-through
hole (73), and
- a conductive cap stiffening means (72;
172) located inside the non-through hole
(73), mechanically coupled to the insulating
part (71), and comprising a tubular part (75)
for receiving a switchgear plug (21; 22) of
the electrical bushing.

11. Interconnection kit of parts according to the preced-
ing claim, characterized in that the tubular part (75)
comprises a spring, preferably, the tubular part (75)
is a spring.

12. Interconnection kit of parts according to claim 10 or
11, characterized in that the cap stiffening means
(72; 172) comprises an extension (74):

• electrically and mechanically coupled to the
tubular part (75),
• located at least partially inside a geometrical
contour defined by an infinitely long cylinder ex-
tending the tubular part (75), and
• arranged to electrically contact said switchgear
plug (21; 22) when said switchgear plug (21; 22)
is inserted into the cap stiffening means (72;
172).

13. Interconnection kit of parts according to the preced-
ing claim, characterized in that the extension (74)
is elastically flexible.

14. Interconnection kit of parts according to claim 12 or
13, characterized in that the tubular part (75) and
the extension (74) are made of the same conductive
wire.

15. Process for producing an electrical coupling unit (1a;
1 b; 1 c) and comprising the steps of:

• providing a tubular first stiffening means (41),
• providing a tubular second stiffening means

(42),
• providing a flexible insulating sleeve (2) having
a through sleeve hole (26),
• providing a piece of metal,
• machining said piece of metal to give it a shape
comprising:

+ a first connector plug (31) comprising
tongues (33) separated by slits (34),
+ a second connector plug (32) comprising
tongues (33) separated by slits (34), and
+ a connector ring (35) joining together the
first (31) and the second (32) connector
plugs,

to create a connector (30),
• inserting the connector (30) inside the sleeve
hole (26),
• inserting the first stiffening means (41) inside
the sleeve hole (26) at a first side of the connec-
tor (30), and
• inserting the second stiffening means (42) in-
side the sleeve hole (26) at a second side of the
connector (30) that is substantially opposite to
the first side of the connector (30).
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